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By Maricar Cinco

@maricarcincolNQ

SAN - PEDRO CiITY—The
youngsters slain’'in what the
military said ‘was’a. clash with
soldiers in Batangas province
were full-time guerrillas be-
longing to the New People’s
Army (NPA), not new recruits as
some Officials earlier sald.

o Mg Geng-+Rhoderick
Parayno head of tbe Army's 2nd

© Snfantry’ Divist

__.dead reb

?

killings of 15 supposed mem-

. bers of NPA were results of a

“legitimate ericounter” hetween
soldiers arnd guerrillas in the vil-

~lages of Aga and Kaylaway in

Nasugbu, Batangas. Two of the

.were college stu-

- Army corrects self, says youngsters not new recriits

her parents she was in an im-
mersion program to explain her
long periods of absences,’ but
was already a fuil-time guerrilla.

Details of how the rébels

found their way into Nagugbu;a

resort town, and the clash that
followed started mckimg in
vesterday.

Police said one of two vehi-
cles used by the rebels, a closed

~delivery - van; “was believed to
the fzrst_x?oiieyﬂre 5

rebel team including its sup-
posed leader "Maru,” was regis-
tered to a trucking company
based in General Mariano Al-
varez town in Cavite provmce b
according to pohce

- wounded and"'ut;u der hogplm

Julieto Pellazar Jr,, Karla Bahasa,
Henry delos Reyes, Joshua Her-
nandez, Evelyh Pagara Manalo,

Roberto  Dolendon,  Alfred
Cadag, Anthoiy Feluc and Gra—
ciella Pocaldg.

Five of them, who were
aboard a jeep, were killed in the
initial clash in Aga village. Nine
riding in the van were killed in
the second clash in the villageof
Kaylaway a few minutes after

Driver missing
Police chief Delvo said the
van driver, who was. still
unidentified, had fled. )
. One of the rebels: -had been

tal

Parayno said the youngsters
had been earlier tagged to be
NPA recruits on an “immersion”
prograrm but corrected that re-
port on Friday.

UP student )
Lapira, a University of the
Philippines (UF} Manila student,
had already gone through an im-
mersion program and was a regu-
far member of NPA at the time of

her death, according to Parayno.
Parayno said Lapira had told

provincial police was coordinat-
ing with the Highway Patrol
Group to get more details about

the van, which’ was reported,
in  Magallanes - téwhy

stolen- :
Cavite, on Nov. 28, the same day

the rebels clashed with govern—,

ment forces.

Aside from Lapira and Man—
angan, the other siain rebels
were ' initially identified,

- through sources, as Glen Mark

Aytona, Carl Espinosa Labajata,

Batangas pohce chiief, sazd the

f;rearms and explosives anci at-"
tempted murder against him.
Maj. Gen, Parayno said 12 as-
sault rifles, an Mg, grenade
launcher, bullets and commu- :
nist documents werérecovered: -
One of the assault rifles, an
M16, was registered to an agen-
cy in charge of security at a
high-end resort in Nasugbu and
was stolen during a raid in Jan-
uary at the resort’s security
office by rebels. —wirh A reponT
FROM DELFIN T. MALLARI IR, INQ
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Some of the assault rifles recovered by government forces
from communist rebels following a clash.in Nasugbu,
Batangas.—MARRAH ERIKA RABE
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Parents u_rged: Be aware of children’s activities |

By JAIME LAUDE

" Atop military official yesterday
appealed to parents to be aware of
their children’s activities.

Brig. Gen. Arnulfo Burgos,
commander of the Army’s 202
nd Brigade based in Lagunas said
children/to put a'pr
their studies, and if they have
misgivings with the govérnment
leadership, they should express
their sentiments in a peaceful way.

Burgos made the appeal follow-
ing the killing of 22-year-old Uni:

o

—versity-of-the-Philippines studetit

| Josephine Ann

ge their:
remiutm- on

“Thig'is a -w'éké.—'up_' call for the -
parerits to gliide their children. We™

too are saddened and we condole
with Miss Lapera’s family. But
her death and that of her 13 com-
rades was a result of a legitimate

-encounter,” Burgos said. -

- There‘were claims that the 14

fatalitiesin the Nasugbu clash were
“all civilians, ' which Burgos refiited,

saying the evidence recovered
from the encounter site showed
otherwise. o
“Critics, in coming out with these
allegations just want to put the mili-

tary in bad light. Five of our soldiers.

of the Army’s 1 02nd Army Brigade, +

said the identities of the slain rebels
were still being established.

Ancan said fighting broke out
at 5itio Balatan, Barangay Pag-asa,
Alabel town at around 6:30 a.m. as
troops were deployed on reports of
heavily armed men in the village.

o InAlbuera; Leyte, two suspected

NPA rebels were also wounded in a
firefight with government troops in
Barangay Talisayan, Albuera, Leyte.
Following the Batangas firefight, _
the military declared more NPA
rebels are expected to be neutral-

ized in the days.ahead.as.a.result-o oo

to include an officer, were wounded

“her comrades”
Lapera was killed during a fire-
fight between government forces
and communist New People’s
Army (NPA) rebels in’ Nasugbu,

Batangas last Tuesday. S

and 13 of inthat fight” Burgos said.

Meanwhile, two'éuspected NPA
rebels were killed yesterday as
fighting broke out between gov-
ernment troops and the insurgents

n Sarangani province.

Col. Roberto Ancan, commander

of renewed military operations

againsttheinsurgents onbrders g0

Fresident Durterte.

The President ordered the mili-
tary on a full offensive against the
NPA after officially terminating
the peace talks with the com-
munists,
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rebels dead

Ey Marie J. Mallari |

i

governmnant troops and the New
People’s Army (NPA) continned to
rage as bwo more commuonist rebalg
were kiled Inoan encounter in
Sarangani provinee yesterday,
Maj. Gen, Nosot Clement,
commander of the Army's i0th
Infantry Division (11)), said that the
fatest clash eruptod at around 6:30
a1, when elements of the 73rd
Infartry Battalion {IR) engaged more

‘or less 15 fullrdrmed NPA rebels
.afong Sitio Balataan, :Barangay
_P_a_gasa in Alabel town, |

Local residents reportedly tipped

off the. presence ol the armed NPA 2

“rebels in the area extorting and

intimidating them.
Capt. Reberto szaiona Ir,

‘public affairs chiaf of rhe 16th H)
said that the NPA gue;rlllaq
"'unmedlateiy fired upumlhe Army
f:reopq ipon seéing them :

: n reaching the af’orémenttonedx-,:_._
; :f'lieduponibythe Saied oo
Neas “which prompted the troops to
*yetien fire and defend tHems selves,”
. Fscalons said, |

“Two of the NPA3 {mve died

‘Whose names are still being
verified. Bloed slains in (he

encounter site and withdrawal route
alsn indicate that there ark wonnded

NPA members,” he added,

On the other hand. ihere was

§m leaves 2
In Samﬂgan

.00 reported casualtyiun the-----
wo o ogovernmentsides - o L
Intense clasheq between

Escalona said that the encotiter
also led to the recovery of five high
powered {irearms, personal belongings
and several war materials.

Clement urged the NPA rehels
to abandon the armed struggle and
Iust join the mainstream society and
avai of the government program for
rebelrefurnees.

“We are saddened of the news
that apother victims of the wror
propaganda died, Thus we are cal}mg
on to the members of the NPAs to
lay down their arms, surrepder and

.. avail the Comprehensive. Lodal-

Page:

e

/Z

“Clements

Integration P1og1am (CLJP}, szitd_ o

assist to tha woirded terrorists whe
need 1mmethate ntedical attentlon
he added. i !

Plemdwt Dutlerte ordezed the
cancelazior  of the | peace
negotiations  between  the
government and the Corumunist

Party of the Philippines-Nationa} |

Domaeratic Front.

The CPP-NDF counterad hv
ordering the NP4, its armed wing,
to intensify attacks agamst
government forces.

(.Iashes bnween goveénme t

* “They will be given a chance to
live with their families peaceful]y
Likewise, we are always ready o
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The Mlanila Times

|
[

Page: ]AY%

BY DEMPSEY REYES

TWO members of the New People’s ;
‘Army (NPA) were ‘killed during an
encounter with government security

forces in Barangay Pag-asa, Alabel of Sardn- -
‘ganiprovince on Friday, "

Col. Robert Ancan, commander
of the Philippine Army’s 102nd In-
fantry Brigade, said the encounter
with about 15 NPA members hap-
pened at about 6:30 a.m, after a

-report-from: concerned .citizens.:

: en the presetice ‘of drmed men’

"extorting and intimidating”
residents in the area.
Ancan said soldiers from the 73rd
Infantry Battalion conducted a seca-

rity patrol in Sitio Balataan to confirm
the report but were fired upon by the
communist rebels triggering a firefight
that lasted for about an hour,

The identities of the stain rebels,

were also wounded NPA members.
No casualty was reported on the

‘government side,

- -Capt. Me Gary Dida, cﬁnl mllﬁmy

g operations officer of the Army's

1002nd infantry Brigade, said seized

their arms, surrender and avail of
the Comprehensive Local Integra-
tion Program [of the government},”

Clement said in a statement.

The encounter happened days
after 15 NPA members were killed

from the encounter sife were twd

handheld radios, an NPA flag and
subversive documents.
Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. Noel
Clement, commander of the
Army’s 10th Infantry Division,

-said-despite the encounter,.they. .

in an encounter in Nasugbu,
. Batangas a-weekeafter President::
'rand rzﬁe, seven baci{packs two

Rodrigo Duterte terminated the
peace negotiations with the com-
munist movement.

The clash in Batangas that killed
a Univeysity of the Philippines stu-
dent drew the attention of Com-

=-both:male,are yetto. be conﬁrmed i
by the military: :
Ancan clalmed that the blood

stains. in the encounter site and
withdrawal route of the commu-
nist fighters indicate that there

~ere saddened that the killed NPA- -founding chairman Jose:Maria -

members were “another victims of
the wrong propaganda.”

"Thus we are calling on the
members of the NPAs to lay down

-munist:Party. of the Philippines... ...

Sison who called on indepen-
dent human rights organizations
and the Commission on Human
Rights to investigate the incident.
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COTABATO CITY- Police -

investigators continue to be

baffled regarding the case of a -
- soldier, whose body was found

inside a a military truck parked
inside Camp Siongco in Datu

~ Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao.

Police identified the slain

- soldier as Staff Sergeant Alpx-

H&& Page: _i/{_ff_%

' that Bulamtan succumhed to twa :
gunshot wounds in the head .
'They, however, have no 1dea

a8 to who could be behind the
killihg of Bulawitan.

There were witnesses who
hinted that the soldier could
have accidentally shot himself
using his issued flrearm an
Rérifle.

“Scene of the: Cnme Opera-

-~ ander’ Bulawitan, a natxve of
**-Nueva Ecijar :

and when they responded, found

_ Bulawitan in the truck, his face

covered in blood.

Inveshgaters later: found out

heard the sound of two gunshots, '

: nves (S0C0) recovered fromthe

. the First Mechamzed Infantry_
Battalion under the Sixth Infantry
- Division of the ‘Philippine Army
- whose base s atBarangayKamam
S Ampatuan Magumdanao '
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An, Mlangunsanans Paravsaane Tagaces sa Bansa 1"8.00

Isa-samgatauhan g P
Metro Manila Development Authority sa mga
legal na tindahan EDSA-Pasay City kahapon. £ZAR DANCEL
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2 pany NPR natay sa encounter

UTAS ang dalawang miyembro ng New People's Army
{NPA) sa panibagong engkwentro 1g mifitar sa Alabel,
Sarangani kahapon ng umaga. .
... Ayan kay.Col. Roberto Ancan, commander ng02nd §
Infantry Brigade, naganap ang bakbakan sa pagitanngtrapa |
ng 73rd Infantry Battalion sa Sitio Balataan, Barangay Pag:
asa, pasado alas-6.

Patuloy pang inaalam ng moa awtoridad ang pagkaka-
kilanlan ng dalawang nasawing rebelde.

Nakakuha 1in ng limang armas ang mga sundale mula
52 nakaengkwenirong grupo.

Sinasabing nasa mahigit 20 armadong rebelde ang naka-
sagupa ng mititar. Wala namang naitalang nasugatan sa
panig ng pamahalaan. JEFF GALLOS

P100K alok ng ISIS

TUMATAGINTING n: 100,000 ang iniaalok na s
| nigteroristang SIS s mya residente saMindahaopara T
umanik sa kanifang pwersa.

82 pulong balitaan kahapon, sinabi ni Task Force Bangon
Marawi Chairman Eduarda def Rosario na hindi lang sa Ma-
rawi kundi maging sa mga kalapit na bayan ginagawa ang
massive recruitrment ng teroristang grupo.

“Umuugong na ngayon sa intel repors, ang massive re-
cruilment na ginagawa g kabila, promising so misch money
as high as F100,000 pesos just to be recruited and bea
... Dahil dito, sinabi b Dol ROSAN0 na:0ersonal Ayang re- |+ - -5 o
| rekomenda kay Panigifong Racrigs Duterie na palawigin pa
ang urniiral na MartialL.aw sa Mindanao region na mapapaso
na sa December 31.

Kapag anlya nagpatuloy ang batag militar, mapabibilis
ang rehabilitasyon sa Marawi City.

Sinabi naman ni Lanao de! Sur Crisis Management Com-
mittee Spokesman Zia Alonto Adiong na isang pangangalka-
ngan para $a kanlla ang Marfial Law sa Mindanao. JEFF G
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By Leila B. Salaverria
@LetlasiNg. o

President Duterte had ‘a sur-
prise for soldiers he came to
visit in Suln yesterday—-Holly-
wuood action star Steven Seagal.

Mr, Duterte said Seagal, who

is in the country to shoot a tele-

vision series, “General Com-

mander,” had asked to join him_

in Sula.

Seeking to boost the troops’
morale at a-military camp at
Barangay Busbus in Joldg, Suly,
the President said he is the only
President, save for Ferdinand

CMETEHS; WHE HEE BiVeH §6 mieh
.. attention and care to soldiers

give them sidearms so  they
could protect themselves, espe-
cially from attacks by the New
People’s Army, even when they
were not on duty.

. Promiseof salary raige..

“Mr. Duterte said he came to

"ty

QFF!CE Ol-' THE ARMY CHiEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa armv?O'EE((z

Locai 528’\ 52‘3‘3

Puges kjlfﬂ(w‘p

man com - TPI no (02‘ 8

television series in the country,

(assault raﬂe) and I i be OK P _VIDEO GRAB moM PCOO

Hollywood action star Steven Seagal (right) listens as President Duterte speaks before soldiars at
a military camp in Jolo, Sulu provincee, on Friday. The President said Seagal, who is shooting a

had asked to join him in Sulu and told him, “Just give me an M4

ble their salaries and to give
them everything they would
need to succeed against the
rebels and terrorists.

“1 told you if you have a
problem or if you cannot solve

your problem here, just call me. -

Maybe, just maybe, I can solve
it. I will give you all the tools
{you need),” the President said.
His visit, he said, was in-
tended to greet them a Merry
Christmas in advance as well.
Muslim soldiers were welcome
to join in the yuletide celebra-

OFFISE OF THE 4RMY CHIEF PUBLIC 4FFAIRS -
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He-again promised:to: doum

Ceve Puipnses

tmns-,.-he added

But before hlS pep talk he'

asked Seagal to give a message

. to the soldiers.

“I'd like to cominend you alt
for your commitment to your
country, your President, and
commitment to do the things
you have to do to make the
Philippines safe,” Seagal said.

He said he looked forward to
discitésing . ways “to cHmbat

the cotintry’s problemis on in-

surgency, as well as drug, hu-
man ahd organ trafficking, with
the President.

Cerymo the panbie

£l

--"I knaw you guys put your
lives on the line everyday. L my-
- self have done and will da:the
same “thing, so I understand
that -this is serious busifiéss..
And I believe there is a fortnulas
that can help the Armed Forces,
the police, the intelligence net--.
work, to combat these ¥ery,:
very well,” he said. :
The action film mogul ‘said
“var Was winnable; but thefig
woulci bea long orie.:
-1 td' arnihilate - the :
throughaterition,” he'satd.
The President, who regilar:.

ly wisits military ca e :
. the:country, told the soldiers
that” he. was, reaﬂy 1mpres'ed
' w1th the1r servn:e -

aver ef soidlers’ hke Marcos
 He likened his “love for sol--
d1ers to -that of the cilctator
Férdinand Mareos. .
'Never was a txme—Im.
not bemg_ boastul—-—no other

Marcos’ was also ‘a 1over of 5
diers;” he salti ' :

eI

Securm he

R
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 Marces had put the Philip-
- pines “\nder Martial Tawand

. ruled for 20 years:

: Explaining ‘why he wanted
to give soldiers new sidearms,

© Mr. Duterte said that “unlike the
policemen, you do not have
.sidearms. So wherd yod walk
s out you re sattmg ducks

CNPAbragen
The President also wameci
the soldiers that “another strife
is coming” because the NPA had
+ “become brazen.” _
The rebels, he said, killed sol-
diers and police officers while
the ceasefire was in place. One
of the slain soldiers had 73 gun-
shot wounds, which incensed
him and prompted him to call
off the talks earlier this year,
“We have been trying to fix
this thing for 5o years and [the
“NPA-wants}:another 5o years T

__cannot do anything :_anymore .

S They don’'t want peace tallis "He -
said. “But don't say one day that
1 have not tried to reach out. I
was the first to do it by releasing
political prisoners.”
He also promised to bring to
Hong Kong the soldiers who
o eWould be left behibd at the Jolo. oo
' ...camp during the holiday
They coiild bring th
tresses so that they would have
a better time during the vaca-
tion, he joked. If they brought
their wives, they might just end
up fighting, he said. -wirH RE-
PORTS FROIV! JULIE ALIPALA AND AL~
LANNAWAL INGQ
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PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte said Fri-
dav onlv he and then President Ferdi-
aand Marcos cared much {or the coun-
s seldiers. as he renewed his prom-
ise to give o comforiable life for troops
who have heen on the fronptlines of the

Cpovernment's war-agamstteirorists and
communist insurgents.

Du30 Soﬁ spot for military men

who paid atlention (o the needs of soldiers. The
two are mie and Marcos.” Dulerte said ina mis
of Filipine and Tinglish in Ins speech in Canp
Teodulfe: Bautista i Jolo, Sulu.

Diterte i & known friend of the Marco-
ses. Duterte’s {ather Vicente served in the

“Marcos -Cabimet befare” the declaration af

martial i'w i 1072 which he lifted in Janu-

“There were only two presidents. only two.

Du30:...

FromAZX

Marcos, a former soldier and
who fought as a guerrilla dur-
ing the second world war, had a

strong grip on the military until -
" his povernitient was toppled by .k
a Catholic” Church-backed 1e s

voltin 1986, on the weelk he was

.. procigimed by the Commiissién ..
on Elections and the‘Batdsarig «

wnPambansaasthewin
1986 snap elections
ary.
Duterte  has

repéate’dly
promised fo improve living
conditions of soldiers by in-
“creasing their pay and provid-:
ing proper health care for those

. masmed whﬂe fi ghtmg govern-

ary 198

problem. I give you my number,
E you cannot solve your prob-
lem here or you cannot solve it,
Just cali me,” he fold the troops
before him.

In a _related development

' Peopie’s

Army és It*deﬁndéd P“r’émdent-‘-‘

Y

“No armed NPA w:lt surrem
der to authorities. The optiéhs
are to shoot at an arrhed rebel
or for our men in uniform to be
shot at by them,” Presidential
Spokesman Harry Rogue said
in a téxt message to reporters

“target” Snigaged i artie b
; hon wh:ch Is 2 crime " :

Next page

over the President’s order to
shot armed NPAs, saying that
was against the law and the
constitution.

Robredo stressed there were
processes to determine if the

_charges were true, and to mcte
.. 0ut appropriate penalties.

Roque, however, sttesseci the

NPA was 21 armed fighter who

remained to be a “valid mzlita:y

ji  Parg
nam on Wednesday, Dutérte

-said government troops should

“shoot” and “kill® members
of the Commaunist Party of the
Philippines’ armed wing, the
New People’s Army, whom he
eatlier tagged as “terrorists”

. He: said -he; didn’t:mind

e have tcld yoi; rf yeu have

;._".ther ~would be: condetn
B from hurnan rights group

_'gmﬁandlsmminﬁeasgrmmd -
-against lawless elements.

The first clash in Sitio Bal-
ataan, Barangay Pag-asa, Ala- ... oo
bel, Sarangani ocourred when

army troops frem the 73rd
B

: m111ta.ry sard.

: stams on their retreat foute.
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mg he would claim responsibil-
ity for their actions.

Meanwhile, two more insur-
gents were killed and dozens
believed to have wounded in
two separate clashes between

New..Peopie’s - ‘Army. 1ebels
¢ ~and :government tioops. it the .
- Vigayas ‘and Mindanao: Fnday .
* as the government incregzed its

Inmt for commumst terrorssl;

timidating :eszdents )
Maj, Gen. Noel Clement sa:d
soldiers were immediately dis-
: patched to the area to validate

the veracity of the report,
While the troeps were ap-
proaching, - théy were fired
upon by the rebels, prompting
them to retaliate. killing two
rebels in an cnsumg f ght, the

#Clenient sard the FovernS
‘thefit” suffered " ng  casualtios
during the' clash while the re-
bels sustained ‘more wounded
‘comrades as evidence of blm)d .

“He satd the rebels left be:--
hind five high-powered fire- -
arms, -personal - belongings
and several war materiel at
the scene of fighting.

“With John Paclo Bencito
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By Leila B. Safaverria
@LeilasINQ

NPA member was a “valid mili-

tary target given that they are

'~ engaged in a noninternational

Government froops have no
choice but to shoot armed New
Peaple's Army {NPA) rebels be-
cause their refusal to lay down
arms shows their resolve to kill
Filipino soldiers, according to
pres;dentxa} spokESperson Harm
~F Roque A
L assure you noarmed NPA_._

The options are to shoot them
or {to ailow] our men in uniform
to be shot by them,” he said.

Hlegal '
Roqite defended Président

-.Duterte’s order for.state forces .,

RO que said:

armed conflict with the gov-
ernment.”

“So what's new there? Isn't
rebellion a crime? Besides, we
have an existing law thag cov-

ers war and that is the interna- .

tional humanitarian  law,”

text rhessage to the Inquiret.:

He also criticized Rogueé for
glossing over Mr. Duterte's or-
der. “Roque seemns to forget or
[is suffering] amnesia on this
ruie,” Casilao said.

Dangerous
Moreover, Casilao-said Mr.
Duterte’s order was dangerous

~fo-critics:
__“If there's war, all those in-

I

e da_nger wath the rder

be unthinkable o just teil the
rebels we love them while they
use violence to overthrow the
government,” he added.

But ‘Anakpawis Rep. Ariel
Casilao said Mr. Dutette’ s order
~soldiers..to shdot 4

‘i to:shoot armed NPA members .. NI
after Vice President Leni Ro-

bredo said the order was itlegal
and violative of legal processes.
But Roque said an armed

] PA rebels Was; condemnabie

existing international laws gov-
erning armed conflicts shoulkd be

condemned,” Casilao said via

Ied can be fired at. Tt would 18 ¢

“Any order that is violative of on

isting policy
state security forces of catego~
rizing legitimate people’s orga-
nizations as legal fronts of the’
CPE-NPA-NDF," he said

" Other leftist activists wete
also concerned that they may

gs. Sl
“Activists will ‘be [made]:
victims,” said Windell Bolinget;
chair . of the Baguio-based

. to indude legal organizations

¢ L\WTEH REPORTS FROM JOEY A. GABI.

e NAWAL INQ

- Cordillera - Peoples - Alliance:
- “Civilians ~demanding i thange’

wilt be targets given the crack-
down on legitimate and legal
organizations tagged as NPA
fronts.”

“Although Duterte's exact
statements were directed at
the {NPA], history has shown us
that generic and passing state-

=mentsysuch-astheseyareblown |
outo cf propomon by the mili

aids Bagc
Alyansang Makabayan’s East-
ern Visayas spokesperson
Joshua Sagdiilas.

Sagdullas’ fears: that M- :
utertesordensreally ‘meatt: - f

ETA, VINCENT CABREZA AND ALLAN
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Kill or get killed.
Presidential spokesman Harry Roque
yesterday reiterated President Duterte’s
“order to shoot down armed comimumnist

~tebels as part-of the policy declaring the

T New Peopie 5 Army {NTA) a terrorist

“An armed NPA is a flghter whé is a
valid mlhtary target given that-they are
engaged in a non- mtern_atmnai armed
conflict with government,” Roque said.
“They are also engaged i armied res
bellion, which is a crime, [ assuré you, no

group

armedNPAwﬂl“sunender toauthori- 1

ties. The options are to shoot at an
armed rebel or for our men in uni-
form to be shot at by them,” he said.

Duterte on Wednesday ordered

Demoiratic Front (NDF) as terror-

ists. He' said the executive order .

Turn to Page &

- -..'"iegél
ing the' CPP—NPA anci the National

ag tetrorists.
The President also ordered the
military and police to re-arrest the top
teaders of the Communist Party of the
Philippines-New People’s Army earlier
released as concultants of the monbund

o '_-_..peace talkess :

" ”secunty forces to dmo% down armed :

©was eing prepared to. ec}are th’ e

-while peace. negotiations between

“Dhiterte: sazd his team is HoW" pre-'- the ND¥ -and- gOVGmmeﬂ‘f were®

- NPA rebels.

Duterte shelved the peace talks
with the CPP-NPA following the
deadly attacks against soldiers
and police in the countryside

will effechveiy treat _the communist T

-~ of hurrén aghts woia’aon__mkﬂimg' Stirg

~matetarget.h

cun’tfforces to kall any armed NPA B
rebel. 5

Roque poirited out it is prohibited
under the law to take up arms against
the Uoverm’nent

Under international law on armed
conflict, any armed rebel is a 1egm-

--hnshna Mendez- S
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People s'Armay (NPA) upoh sight.

Critics of the President siammed hI.S

‘processes to determine’if chargES against
the rebels are true, as well s penalties
commensurate to a crime.

Presidential Spokesman Harranque

in a text message Friday, said that it is -

either the military will shoot o get shiot by
the armed rebels.

“An arnied NPAis a ﬁghter who is’

a valid military target given that they

are engaged in a non-dntentional srned
--cotflict-With-{the]- govemrneht They are:

. dent Duterte’s orderto so}- -
. diers and police'to shoot: anyi.
armed memberof the New v

"-‘2 7% Ta#’“iz‘ ﬁ ’f%&ﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw‘{.g:

the (‘ommumst Party of

rendeito[ﬂle authentleb Theophonsare LA
-to shoot atan armedrebel orforolirmienin:
; itmxform tobé shot at by them ™ hié added
o Earkerthepremdentsaldhemtendstoﬁ

_ L isSuie ah Execitive Order. (0} to. decldre '
“order, sayitg it goes Hgainst e Taw and: - :

the Constitution which haye enshiified -

New Pegple’s Army- Nahgnélsbemocrat;c' e

Frorit (CPE-NPAINDE) as terrorists; after . -
officially termmat:mg the peace falks with - crimg

the Reds.
He also revealed that he ordered rmh

tary and the fiolice to shoot anhed NPAs

vpon sight,
“Youseeit almestevexy daymmuut fazl
NPAs burning the equipment of business

interest;forelghnationals. Kapag gariito I ]
Wslike ﬂus),andyouhve ofthe notwithihe
"‘rr‘~'fat of thédatrd but the' tat: of tHepockets of

is againitthe goveﬂ1~ '

- ment,So natur " Régque said it an earher'
- phione intarviev with Palace reporters; :

i “When youare beanng anms agamst_

" the govertimentyoi sre engagéd incrime -
- you are supposed i implement the 1aw.
- and yes; T:h i

Pre "deat has that: power m_'
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ident Duterte’s on
and mifitary to skoot any armed
1 member of the-New People's
Army,

Presidential spokespeison Harry
Roque said that it's either the mili-
tary or police will get shot if they
don't fire at armed NPA. L

intentional armed conflict  with

Js&¢riine," he said.

|
i
¥

"An armed NPATs a fighter whio .'
is a valid military target given
that they are engaged in a non~

fwsthout fail,
“equiprment of buss_ness interest,
' ’*z assiré vou, o armed NPA “""‘“fore@;it"‘naticn_al? Kapag-ganite;«{fi

der to fthe] authori-

 Malacafang has defended Pres-':_..'..:_ .
- to the police ~

order, saying it is ag
and . the -Constitution.:

said that there are processes to
‘determiine if the chdrges against . he
the communists are true and im- .
-pose appropnate penalties.

otder to

- shoot arred NPA duiring the send-

off ceremony for fivé Vietnamese

i fishermen - caught poaching In

-1_.._.Ph151ppme waters last Wedrnesday.
{the] government. They dre alsg.

engaged in armed rebelfion which ™

Yol see it almast:every day
NPA'S - Burning the

an armed rebel or for our men in
uniformed to be shot at by them,”

“tiss, The options are o shoot at™

pockets of...
and extortion. So what will be my

Gthe fat
ktnukolekta Eahat

an armi NPA there or terrorist,

.sf\h s hofdmg a firearm - shoot,”

also Said during the
4t an executive grder
declaring - the: Communist Party
of . the: Phthppme&: -NPA- Natlonal

ot Wi_th the_.. _rebell

So naturat * Roque sasd {Atrgy
Cyrus B. Geducos) i
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\guirre defends rallies backing

/EVELYN MACAIRAN " because there are people who

People have the right to ex-
©s5 their support for a revo-
tionary government, Justice
scretary Vitaliano Aguirre 11
id yesterday.

Aguirte was reacting 16 the

My staged by over 3,000 sup-

orters of President Duterte at .

e Don Chino Roces Bridge
Jendiola) near Malacafiang
uring the 154th birth anniver-
wy of Andres Bonifacio last
iov. 30.

Simultaneous rallies in sup-

believe that such government
would facilitate change.
“All of us have the right to ex-
press our own opinion,” he said.
While revolutionary gov-
ernuments at tiles come after a

...p_re_si(_iei_'_lf ora leader :ha 5 Be er
‘ousted, i the case of those
supporting this cause thev.are

demanding that the sitting
president, Duterte, implement
it during his term.

“There is nothing wrong’
{(with that). In other words, =

-we are free to express our own

thatopposs the proposal becati
it is reportedly unconstitutiorial -
and undemocractic. '

Critics said that the country
would also be placed under
Duterte’s one-man rule.

Ateneo de Marnila University -
_Eres'_i_déni: ‘Jose Ramon-Villarin

as trged: the public to r

proposalsfor a revolutiona
governmeit (RevGov), calling
it a dangerous idea that could
weaken democracy and the
country’s institutions. . o
“The RevGov advocates are: -

ort of a revolutionary govern-

aent were also held in Tloilo,
acolod, nd Davao.
Aguirre said that some pea-
le supporting Duterte joined
1e demonstrations pushing
or a revolutionary governthent

opinion,” Aguirre added. ™™
...Some believe that.a revor

Yy goverr
hasten the shift to federalism.
But while there were those
whosupportarevolutionary gov-
errment, there ate other groups

" ing discontent with the

revolutional

Hons; citing

b ill
amemorandum. - -
“However, the RevGov propo-
sition has a key weakness - it has
avery simplistictheory of change.
It contends that concentrating

_powet in the hands of a few,

Id give: th

o
headded. &

- Villarin said centralizing
power in the hands of a few

utidermines democratic institu-

essentially tapping on gi

; P eco
nomic spheres. Perhaps unwit-:
tingly, they are in turh fueling
an under-appreciation of refotm
gains and an overemphasis on-

Han commurnity to deferid the

e i as =

Constitition ‘amid attempts to

~undermine its provisions, — With
~ Janvic Mateo; Gilbert Bayotan
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AFP tracking
down 21 NDF
‘consultants

The Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) yesterday said that efforts
are underway to locate the 21 National
‘Democratic Front (NDF) consultants'
temporarily teleased fop the purposes
of the peace talks. B

.. AFP Public Affairs Office eHief.Col,

-Edgard Arevalo; said that S0 far ‘they
don’t have any information on the Where-
abouts of the NDF consultants or if they

. Already went.into hiding:— oo N

 “Sofarwe don't have any information

for any specific guidance if there is a
" need for them to be re-arrested based
on the order of, the order of ourcourts,””
~Arevalosaid. o oo LA
... Presidential Adviser on-the- Peace-
Process (OPAPP) Secretary Jesus
Dureza earlier said there are 21 NDF

- comsullants released for the purposes T

wof the peace talge T T
Among those granted safe"conduct

passes for the peace talks are Benito

“and Wilma,-Tiamzon, Adelbesto Silva,
‘Alfredo Mapano, Tirso Alcantara, Pedro

- Codaste, Porferio Tuna, Concha Aranets
Bocala, Ernestg Lorenza, Bduardo
Ganelsa, Ariel Arbitrario, Rinel Saluta,
Jaime Solidad, Keneddy Bangibang and
Alan Jazmines. :

S

i uring the land.
Army Core Purpose: Servmg,t?e people. Securing

!E {L}
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21 NDF consultant pinaghahanap

Inibhayag kahapon ng Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFFP) na
sinisimulan na nilang tuntunin

© ang kinaroroonan ng 21 consultant .

ng Natiotnidl Démoeratic Front.
{NDF) pansamantalang”
- pinldyd bilang bahagi ngusapang

- "Pal‘lgkapa.yapam i

Siriabi i AFP Public Affairs
Office chief Matine Colonel Edgard
Arevalo sa isang interview na
sa ngayon ay wala pa silang
anumang impormasyon tungkol sa

Idinaroroonanng INDF consultantsa
" nagsisipagtago na ba ang mga ito,

Idinagdag niya na naghihintay

o parinsilang gabav ‘miila s5a kotte:

kung kinakailangan bang arestuhin
nang muli ang NDF consultants.
Nauna nang sinabi ri

\ Presidential Adviser on the Peace
* Process {(OPAPP) Secretary Jesus

Dureza na mayroong 21 NDF
consultant na pinalaya para sa
kapakanan ng peace talks.

nwesare dwaiting foriany, specifi

it SQ.,._far.n._-.We . don’thaveany‘

information ¢n theit location but

gu;d ance if there is'a need for thermn
to be re-arrested base on. the order
of, the order of our courts,” sabi nd
Arevalo...

Nilinaw din ni Arevalo na
~hindi porke-pormal nang tinapos .-

ng pamahalaan ang pakikipag-

usap sa Communist Party of the:

{agasuporta hito s2 mga kalye g4 Davao Ciy g%gap L]
ster sa sinasabin pagpatay hg mga rebeldeng KOMUnNis 4.
eape ’ . KEITH BACON CO :

Philippines-New People’s Armiy-

National Democratic Front (CPP/ :
NPA/NDEF) ay “automatic” fia
nilang aarestuhing muli ang mga.
NDF corisultant. S
“When, you'say automatiq it
“frigans the Caticellation of TASIG
ot the!Joint: Agreement on-Safety - -
and Tmivuifiity Guarantees. What's -

being talk abigiit that is atitomiatic
there is that there's no longer the
need for a formal notice to the other
patty that peace negotiations is

already terminated. The presidential
ptoclamation 360 is enotigh a8 a';
signal for them to take heed ot take
““eue thitt formal’ peace talks has -
“already ended,” ani Arevalo.

“We are going to aWait any
further instruction if they will be
re-arrested but our moniforing on
possibly where they are is there,”
dagdag niya.

Kabilang sa mga binigyan
ng safe conduct passes upang

Page.

e

makibaliagrsapeace talks S BERIOm v v

at Wil#ia Tianwon, Adelbérta Silva, -

oM fredoiMabanes TirsopAleantaray oo annn sy

‘Pedro Codaste at Porfetio Tuna,
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By Delfin T. Mallari Jr.

-~ @dumallarijriNg

LUCENA CITY—Exiled: Com-
munist Party of the Philippines
founder Jose Maria “JToma” Si-
son said his latest “arrest” in
the Netherlands over alleged
murder charges back home
was another fake news he at-
tributed to President Duterte's
troll atmy.

Claiming ke hadlongbeena
target of Ferdinand “Bong-
bong” Marcos Jr.'s troll army as
well, Sison said the two bogus

_ news websites—which report-
‘ed “that he was arrested by

' ""'leg”ed mvoivement in the a5~

s eornmuRisties
~shrugged off thefalse reportiof -

sassination of thrée cormu-
nist leaders in the thppmes
in 2003 and 2006—merely re-

_hashed his arrest by Dutch po-

licemen in 2007.
The 78-year-old icon of

his supposed new:arrest, say-
ing it was just one of many fake
news about him.

The so-called fake news re-
port about Sison quoted wit-
nesses as saying that during the
arrest, the Dutch authbrities
“were accompanied by two Fil-

ipinos who are believed to be

mémmbers of Philippines Presi- . -
- dential Security Group.”: .-

In an- online interview’ .on
Thursday from his“'base in
Utrecht, The Netheriands, Sison
said the spurious news story
was a rehashed version of his
2007 arrest by Dutch policemen
based on the same charges. The
Dutch court released him after
two weeks due o msufﬁcxent
evidence.

“I have been a target ot the
Bongbong Marcos troil army
for a while. But 1 do not pay any

.aitention to those {fake news}

sdn§urgents:

‘since obviously the content
againstineisfalsesdike thealles

gations that I am very wealthy

. here abroad or the accusation
-that said it was Ninby Aqumo .
-and I who masterminded the
Plaza Miranda grenade throw-

ing in1971,” Sison said.
But recently he had become

‘atargetofDuterte’strolliarmy:::

“Sisofi said faka Hews in' g

. cial media, though effective’in™

the short term, would not last
long unmasked.

“If there are truth teams in the
central and chapters of patriotic
and democratic organizations,
they can easily answer and defeat
this paid Marcos and Duterte

“ruption,ete; " Sison saids

“Sison went into sélf-exile i -
The Netherlands after the 1986
Edsa People Power Revolution

trolls in e-warfare,” he said,

. He-noted ‘that the "shady .
.- side of the: social med1a is that'i-
it allows any
.make threats, -
“Combination of fake NEWS, -

adulation of Duterte and abu-
sive language and physical
threats are the trade character-
istics of Duterté's troll army,”
the rebel leader said.

But the practice “is self- de—
feating for Diterte and his, fol-.

lowsers;” Sigon said.
He observed that Duterte’s
troll atmy had also been recent

Jlargets of online .profanities......om.-
and threats _

the ground for a fascist dicta-
torshlp puppetry to the US and
Htgdrchs; di

gghn‘g,

that ousted strongman Ferdi-
nand Marcos. He now serves as
chief political consultant of the
National Democratic Front of
the thhppmes NQ
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President Duterte, showh haré inspecting guns.seized from

the N

éw People’s Army rebels in the Caraga régionin dune,

has ended peace talks with communist rebels, —PHOTO FROM PIA CARAGA REGION

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the fand.
vy




Arryy Vision

By 2028 a world-class Army that is & source of national pride

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2H 2@amail.com — Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

(1.

Pecember 2017

By Leila B. Salaverria
@LeilasINQ

The head of the interagency
task force overseeing the re-
_ building of war-torn Marawi
..City wants martial law in Min-

rehabilitation effort.

“We do not like to have an-
other Marawi incident,” Del
Rosario said in a Palace press
briefing.

“f would like martial law {to]
continue during the rehabilita-

 danao extended to secure reba-’
bilitatibny efforts: and foikiaty: Task Horce Ban my.
main concern is the secunty of

tempts to recnnt people into
terrorist groups.
Bangon Marawi Task Force
chair Eduarde del Rosario said
..."iﬁteﬂigence reports” suggest
“massive” attempts by local Is-

" lamic State (IS} supporters to '

2 :'-_reczult people totheir catses

Dél Rosariosaidsome peo—'-'-

ple are being offered amounts
as high as Pioo,000 to entice
them to join and this is a
threat to the security of the

tion phase because, as chalr of

the whole rehabilitation ef-
fort,” he said.
‘President Duterte declared

martial law over the whole of-
.Mindanao on May 23 after IS-

allied extremists attacked the

ety but o congressional- ap-.

and could scare off cantractors.

and workers.

“If something will happen '

in Marawi City during the reha-
bilitation phase, maybe no con-
tractor or laborer would ever

go there. Rehabxhtatmn woulcl

. -:1tuat10n and miake: the necess.
- safy recommendation “tothe
_President on martial law:

. Regional Assembiyman Zia
Alonto Adiong agrees there is
teason to extend martiallaw,

“1f I [were] asked right now;

he d1fﬁcult heésaid:

only in the physical structure
but in the security aspect _
“[Local residents} ' “them
sefves should drive away’
neutralize the spread of the t&
scruitrdent. of the 15 group, )

the support of theentiré=titl-=~
zenry, he said “and that's not’

- fmartiallawl s teally: needed:%w- et
b o

ppeuing
ing [Lanao Lake],” Adiongsaid. :
But he also said his recom-."

_ mendation’ to the Pregtdent ;
would” depend O The assess-
s ment of- the futuatmn _on the

proval of the fnove expires-on
Dec. 31 unless extended. '
Del Rosario said any new
eruption of violence would de-
rail. efforts to rebuild Marawi

- Mindanao,not onl;

Sur or Marawi City,” he said.

He also said he would coor:
dinate with the military and the
police to properly assess the

: '”duced to rubble i ini

ntense -
five-month battle for Marawi
with 200,000 residents being
displaced. INQ
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backs martial law exfcenﬂn

" The Task Force Bangon Marawi
(TFBM) prefers to extend martial law n
Mindanao to ensure the security and safety
in: the island disring the rehabilitation of the
war-torn Marawi City in Lanao del Sur.

- The. first extension of President _
- Du’certe s declara { n of mar’ual Iaw WilE _3

- intelligence reports of massive recruit- -

-_;_;:--éunouxlts of

' explre by yearend.

—Aceording to Housing ang Urban'gfgﬂ .
Development Coordinating Council .-

; (HUDCC) chairperson Eduarde del.
- Rosari

_1s'::1mp9rtant 1o maintian g :

peace rder in Mindanao following .-

ment by extr_@m:st groups 1nvoimng Hge’

© “Personally, ] would like that martial
law will continué dunng the rehabilita-

tion phase, baka wala nang pumuntang

“tion pHase bedaiise as chairman of Task -
Force Bangon Marawi, mymainconcern::

secutity of the whole rehabilitation

' effort,” he said during the TFEM press. -

briefing in Maiacanang Friday.
“Just imagine, if something will hap-
o pen in Marawi C1ty dunng the rehabﬂ;tan

Jmga contractors.at labovers. Mahihira:
pan tayo sa rehablhtatmn (No '

- That will be difficult for us),” he added i

- Del Rosario, however, sdid they will
stlil corisult the Armed Forcesiof the
Phlhppmes {AFP) on peace and order
and security matters. :
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' 'I‘he head of 1319 inter. agencv
group fasked to lead the rebuilding
efforts in Marawi City and an
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM) official
- yesterday said they will support the
extension. of martial law in

Mindanao amid intelligence reports

that Islamic State (IS)-linked
terrorists -are stepping up
recruitment activities in the region.

At a Palace briefing, both
Housing and Urban Development
i Coordinating Cotneil.chairperson
. Eduardd del Rosario; concurrently

another town, not necessarily
Marawi City or Lanao del Sur bt
maybe some provinees,” Adiong said,

.= However, both officials said that
-+ thefinal recommendation for the:
1g of extension of rhartial is
it the Armed Forces of the:
Ph Ippmeg {AFP) and: vthe
Pliflifipine National Police (PNF) to:
46 President Rodr;go

Waraw

“Werwill be conrdmatmg With: the
:__AFP and the PNP so we can|

| head of Task Foree Bangon Marawi

| Zia Alonto Ad ng said they
' believed that martial law in
Mindanao should be extended to

secure the rehabilitation efforts”
and to protect the civilians from

the ongoing terrorist threats.
President Duterte declared the

-+ entire Mindariay under arisl law " 9AT
‘g May 23,9017 after 18:inspired

terrorists laid siege in Marawi City.

Congress, in a special joint
session, granted the extension of
martial law uniil December 31 on
President Duterts's request.

Del Rosario said it is really very
irmtportant that the government
continue to ensure'that Marawi City
and the whole of Mindanao will be
secured from any terrorist threat,
I more especially now given the intel
" report.

As chair of TFBM, he said he
would like martial law t6 continue
during the rehabilitation phase to
sectire the whole rehabilitation
effort.

He said the rehabilitation is not
just restricted to physical
strirctures but should alse involve
the participation and support of the

EMM Assemblyman:

-"__press briefing at the New Executive Buiding, Malacaftang Palace, Manta yesterd y. P :

Hous} g andl Urban euefc)pment Coordlnahng Countl
Secretary Eduardo del Rosario {ieft) and Presidential Communications Opers
Office Secretary Martin Andanas {rig } presentihe master plan for the rehabi

+Marawi Gy, Task Force Bangon Mariawi, tasked to rebuild the war-torn ¢i da

physml stmcture bub in the secu
aspect. ...they should drive away
' neutralize the spread of recruttm
of the ISIS group in Mindanao,
only in Lanao del Sur or Mar
City,” del Rosario said. . o
His sentiments were supported
by Adiong who said that the reports -
théy have been receiving showed
that the IS recruitment activity is .
ngw ongoing in several towns. '
“As alocal, T would say the end
of the war does not necessarily
mean the normaley of the pea}ce _
and order situation. Actually, we'we
been saying this all along — the
crisis will really start alter the
war,” he said.
“So, we fear that if we'll probally

or
nt
of

be lenient about imposing security -

rotocols, the terror group might
gse this as a portal fo ﬁ;};m and a.army2H 2@gmail.com - Tel no.

(02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
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The Department of National
Defense (DND) has selected

.t Brazilian. aireralt manufaciurer. -
‘Embraer Defense and Security 4s

the supplier of its six brand-new
close air support sircraft (CASA)
which has a contract of
P4,868,000,000.

This was confirmed by DND
public affairs office chief Arsenio
Andolong whe said the company will
be supplying its turboprop A-29
“Super Tucano” light attack
aircraft,

He added that the notice to
proceed has been issued sometime
this week,

“Yes. A Notice to Proceed for

“~the supply and delivery of six tlise”
... Ar_support aireraft _has__:__'ﬂeen_____

Embraer Defense and Security,”
Andolong said when sought for
confirmation on whether the

adk aircraft proj

bags D

contract was indeed bagged by
Embraer.

process that was participated mi‘t}v
several ‘manufacturers frdin
different counfries was the*Supér
Tucano A-28, which is comph& 1]
with the stringent technical
specifications required by the PAF
(Philippine Air Force),” he added.
Andolong said the contract is
now being crafted for signing by
DND Secretary Delfin Lorenzana.
The six brand-new CASA , Onge
delivery commenced on 2019, is
expected to augment or even
replace the eight to 10 aging

Rockial OV-10 “Brones? atpag
..Dlanes being used by the PAR én e
¥ close-air support missions,

Armed Forces of the Philippines

Funds will be sourced frbm e
Modernization Act Trust Furid: P

“*“The aircralt that wis selectﬁd o
‘after a rigarous public blddﬂlg
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L@S g ﬁ 5 & & S S M E N ,{ The Past Enhfllct Needs Assessment teain conducts foss a

nd damage Assessmént among the debri¢ at tlze
Ground Zero in Marawi City, 4 as weil a§f|shpond damage (nght) PHOTO COURTESY OF TASK FORCE BANGON MARAW! / OFFICE OF
CIVI DEFENSE

Ground Zem debms clearmg to _cost blﬂwns

KhLEARlNG tbe cfebns ofwar in Marawn
‘thiee years andthe cost of feconstructi

tion could run into close to & hundred hillior pesos, actord- -

ng 1o officials of Task Force Bangon Marawi (TFBM).

. The Offfice of Civit Defense, TFBM lead agency, .~
conducted a Post Conflict Needs Assessment [PCNA) of
Ground Zero and sald the P13 billion the national goverament

% allocating for rebuilding Marawi may not be enough as the

&f%’ort coutd costas muchas P30hitlion i

Local gavarnment officials are alse in d quanda;y whe;e "

slace all the debiris from the clearing aperations.

The civi] society organizations in tigan and Marawi’
1ls0 expressed their concern that the debris might just
be dumped into Lake Lanao.

Lenie Alegre, officer-in-charge of the Post Disaster Evalu-
ations and Management Division, said the PCNA team visited
the cleared barangay {villages) of Marawi to look into the
critical needs of the affected sectors, induding damage and
foss assessment of fishponds in the affected villages.

TEBM Assistant Secretary Felix Castro Jr., said the

condﬁct of PCN . "s a

) a multi-agericy taskthat

Economic Development Authority (NEDA] Department -
-~ of Public Works and Highways, Bepanment of Social

. “Work and Developient, Departmert of Healthi, Depart- .
_ment of Agriculture, Department of Education and the - .

Department of Energy and Natural Resoirces.

{omplementing the activity was the assessment

“*made by Mindanao State Uniiversity technical pers
el who assessed the cost of rebaifding the city.

- Another difficulty foreseen in rebuilding Marawiis: <%
the fact that a large portion of its land belofg to“pub- -

He dormatn” as a military reservation, The 1953 Presi-
dential Proclamation No. 453 signed by then president
Elpidio Quirine reserves *for military purposes a portion
of the public domain situated in the City of Dansalan in
the island of Mindanao?”

The military reservation sits on 66,671,627 square
meters or-some 6,667 hectares of land.

Meanwhite, Housing and Urhan Development Coordi-

"Acmal!y, 8 waltmg for the resulés 6 the post-......

: confhct aaeds éssessment Dnce ntsfmsshed we Will be

- allot $10 billiori for the rehabilitation of Mataii co

el Rosgfio was reactmg fothe decision ofS

to what Marawi Mayor Majul Usman Gandamra ruoted for

- =gt [Bast PYO billioh.:

He Said the éxact biidget forthe Maram rehabt[rtaﬂan will
also be bised on the final results of the total compretiensive;
rehabilitation and reconstruction plan to be initiated bythe
NEDA which will be réady on the fast week of March

DEMPSEY REYES
AND TED KHAN R. JUANITE

1
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Whe Manila Times

‘RISIS FEARED AFTER WAR

BY CATHER!NE S.VALENTE

\SK Force Bangon Marawi chief Ed
uardo del Rosario on Friday said he
was open to extending martial law

in Mindanao to secure rehabilitation ef-
forts in Marawi Clty from terrorist attacks

) Durmg t'ne
briefing in
Rosario, citing intelligence
repotts, claimed members of ls-
lamic State (1S)-inspired Maute
terrorists continued to operate
in Mmdanao and were conduct-
_ing ‘massive reciuitment” of

"Bangon Maraw;

“als really very important that
we can continue to ensure that
the whole area, not only Marawi
City but the whole of Mindanao,
will be secured from any terrorist
threat,” del Rosario said when
asked about the possible extension
of martial law in Mindanao.

Hiich thorey dshighas 100,000
just to be a member of the ISIS’
group,” he said, using ancther
name for IS.

Del Rosario, who also heads
the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Coordmatmg Council,

might impede rehabilitation ef- .

forts in the city.
“Personally, I would like mar-

tial law to continue during the

rehabilitation phase because as
chairman of Task Force Bangon
Marawi, my main concern is

{Re€ru1ters are:] promxsmg 80

.. The battie between the SECﬂIEtY
ipurported masswe ]

“oni the recommendation of the

the security of the whole reha-~+ ]

~bilitation effort. Just imagine "iitotai restoratlon-_“

if something will happen‘in’
Marawi City during the reha-
bilitation phase, contractors
and laborers might no longer
come there. It will be difficult
for us during the rehabilitation
phase,” he said.

... Martial law was declared i Mire -y

‘No assurahce of

'Durmg the Palace pess’ bneﬁng,
"1anao del Sur Assemblyman Zia

Alonto Adiong emphasized that
end of Marawi crisis would not
ensure the tc&tal restcrauon of the
strife-torn city. . .

Adiong hkewme satd the_-Maute

danao on May 23, when Maute”'

i attackedithe:Islami :
Under the 1987 Constitution, the
declaration was limited to 60 days.
But on the request of President Ro+ -
drgo Duterte, Congress extended -
it uritil December 31,2017,

deaths of IS emir Esnﬁon I-iapﬂon
and Maute leader Omar Maute.
On November 18, Duterte said

entire' Mindanao would depend

military and the police. -

: nate with the Armed Forces of the
the hftmg of martial lawin the D

- recommendation on the e ektension
et -';-ofthemarttailaw '

recrmt new members..
“Actually, we've been saying this

; all along. Thecrisis will really start
after the war. And there are several
" reports that we ve been recemng ;

“Del Rosano said Task Fotce
Bangon Matawi would coordi-

Philippines and the Philippine Na--
ional Police totriake the necessary
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talagang at the end Gf the da} =s' anew '

not bidding;
for Maraw1
rehab '_-Works .-

Sur mstead a proposat will be suh;ected
to the Swiss challenge. - °

The Swiss challenge is a form of -

- public procurement where, in this cage,
the government publishes an unsolic-
ited bid or proposal and other parties
| pan matehof exeeed if, a:new system .
" which can:hasterr the rehabﬂltatmn of
Maram C;ty A i

- better but miteh;: m‘uch bettér (We have
to see‘that it will be & nsw mty ‘especially |
the central business district, and we can
really thake that not only beauhful but
much bettet); he said. '

’ Accordmg to Del Rosano the reba-

tmas mshi- -
lis'na gawing proseso instead of bidding. -
But instead we will go to the mode of Swiss -
_ challenge. Parang bidding din pero faster
and better (This seems to be belter and -
much faster than bidding),” he said.
Earlier, Duterte had denounced the
~Jowest-bid type of procureient as he said
this promotes corruption. -
Meanwhile, Del Rosario said that they,
“would prefer:to wait for; the _aSSessment

-of the aﬁonal Economm and Deveiop
ment Authonty (NFDA) before commp__

: C‘tmgi ess, in its bilak
Thursday, allocated a P10-billion’ budget
for the reconstruction of the city despite

- Marawi Mayor Majul Usman Gandamra’s

...statement that at least ?90 blihon s

needed.
. We are Waiting for the result of the

2 :
develnpers fobeipn and nationai {amdl :
we allowed them to see the most affected”
area,” he said during the TFBM. press
bneﬁng in Ml lacafiang yesterday.

Del Rosario said the invited deveiop- ‘
ers,will be submitting their unsolicited
proposals which hie will present to the
Cabinet which will decide which is thie
most spplicable to Marawi City- and wﬂi
undergo the Swiss chiallenge: -

“Kas8i dapat maldta natin dlto na -

< 'post»cenﬂmt:..needs--assessment.- Atter

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFF - jty),” he added

that’s finishied, then we'can factor in the
total damages,. opportmutv loss; and re-

" habilitation cust, he added.

Del Rosario said they will also sisbject
the rehabilitation plati of the'provincial -
s government to NEDA's validation and
assessment which will be done by the end
of March, 2018, :

“Thefinal [cost] Wﬂl cotie fromi NEDA.
_and that will be the-official costmg that will

be required totehabifitate hased i NEDA
assessinent kasi mga: tecbmcai experts

‘ang gagawa nito: (because tectinical ex-

perts will bé'the oties doibg it),” he said.

" “We'll be consulting so many, experts
to cofrié ip with the total piackage. "Kaﬂam '
gan verv meticiilous ‘yung proseso natin,

~ close to reality ‘yung sdsabihin fiilang
- figure (We rieed to be very nieticulous

and the figure shouid be close to real-

om - Tel no. (02) 845-0555 Local: 5285, 5295
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“Marawi City from terror-

ists last. month, extremists
continue:to’conduct mas-

sive recruitment in'Mind-~

anao, which might prolong
martial law in the region,
government officials said
yesterday.

Task Force Bangon Marawi
chairman Eduardo del Rosaric
and Lanao del Sur Assembly-
tivdtl Zis Alonto Adiong told a
press briefing atM
that extremist g

ritiny

ala‘caﬁang :

extend martial law. _
A former military gefieral,
Del Rosario cited intelligence -
Teports of massive recrujtment .
by extremists groups with as.
tich’as P100,000 ‘per teertit

fortheIS. v

the region.

I5-linked Maute terrorists
attacked Marawi on May 23
and laid siege to the Islamic

city until'they were driveriout
by governtnent tioops after s

“five mionths of intense fights

—DelRosatiotsthe that
_...0f the Housing and Urb
i Developmeit rel
Council (HUDCC) spearhead-
ing the rehabilitation efforts in
Marawi.:.. : _
"S0,.1 guess, it's a mattet of

with the Armed Fo

Page: 7

of Mindanao, wﬂi be secured

- from any terrorist threat,” he

added. = .o

The Bangon Marawi Task
Force will be:coordinating
the

pin

Philippines and the Phi

NatloneﬂP’oi ite

atwecan.

- th

the President as to the exten-
sion or not of the martial law

_-in affected areas;” Del Rosario -
| EY I -
“hecessity.and protecting the it

vilians that would be — we put”

.. primacy.as far as.the national. . ing:thesrehabilita

~“Personally, T would like .

“martial law to continue durs
Rage: s s

The fighting in Marawy

forced President Duterte to
place the entire Mindanao
under martial law until the -
end of the year to deal with

the crisis and prevent other
armed groups fjom reinforc-
ing the militants or launching
similar uprisings elsewhere in
the region.

Congress approved. the ex-
tension of martial law up to
Dec.31. =+ .

Adiong and Del Rosario
cited serious security threats
that would justify another ex-
tension of martial law.

They also pointed to the
aggressive recruitment by ex-
tremnist.groups, as well as the
need tg sectite the teams that

whether they will lift martial
law or they will maintain the
imposition of martal law in
Mindanao,” Del Rosario said.

that we can continue to ensureé
that the whole area, not only
Marawi City but the whole

riotiths o 5 P S ernment would decide .
thatleftover 1,000 peopledeag | --governmen G- cecide
and thousands more homeless.

“It's really very important

Force Bangon Marawi, my
main concern i$ the security.

‘of rehabilitaﬁé)n _@_a'_fférfﬁ,’-_’: ‘he-

added. . s
If violence breaks out anew:
in Marawi City during teha-

~bilitation phasg, Del Rosario

said contractors and laborers

-because-as chairman: of Tagk v oo o
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___Would flee.

‘Del Rosario added e gov-
ernment is forgoing the regular -

public bidding process to fast-
track the rehabilitation of Marawi.

Instead, the government
is calling on all probable big-
time developers te submit
their “unsolicited” proposal to
rebuild the war-torn area —the
cost initially pegged between

P20 billicn to:P100 billion byf- 5

-the gov emment

The proposals coinmg from:;
pnvate developeérs willthenbe

subjected to the so-called Swiss

and situation on the ground

and assessment teatn will riot
only.conduct its assessiment
based on the damaged propei-
ties but the 1mpact of the siege
- the crisis itself,” he said.
Adiong stressed “the end of
the war does not necessarily
mean normalcy of the peace
and order situation.”
’Actualiv, we'vébeen saying

added. “And there are several

~zeports that we've been receiv-

~-Challenge;defined-as-publie-

_procurement process when

unsolicited bid for a project
after publishing its details, and
then inviting third parties the
chance to match it.

" mendation of security forces

“the g0t HERE Ay fecewveds 4

n the fecom:

is now ongomg in some other
towns”

Speaker Pantaleon Alva-
tez supported the proposed
extension of martial law in

_ “ Mitidanao.
Recommendatmn

o Vai'EZ Said iharadio m’cervzew
“Remember, the postneeds -

: -martml law. We hké the check

- police are setting up from tim

_prevalent in the region.
all a_long ~the crists will
‘really start after the war,” he

_ed the idea of anothér ¢

_would depend on the mulitars
ingy thatthe recruitmentactivity.

iibagaiihe wouid hHavetosend

~For me, and maybe for the -
" majority of residents of Mifi- g
_.:=danao, we would like tnartial -

Asked abotthe possibility

P 5

aad it would:be: dli‘ficult to:
‘gather lawmakers since they
have-already planned their
to time,” he said. : - Christmas vacation.

AFP spokesman Maj /Gen:: . Critics -of ‘martial have
Restituto Padilla earlier said “balked at another extension,
the military might recommend - saying it was no longer nec-
the extension of martial law in ~ essary since Duterte %‘umself
Mindanao if the threats rerhain 'has declared"' hat' the war. m

points the military and: th

Military officials h

sion: The President has said it

and. the police..

a formal request to Congress ]amt Task Force Ba%ﬂa:n qald

within the next two weeks, operations continue to prevent
since lawmakers are going on  foreign terrorists from touchmg
amonth-long Christiasfecess - ‘base with local Counterpart‘% in’
on. Dec 16 They W1H Fecons southern Mmda.nao .

Hnue becatise of th

“torrorist threats there, @

: a51de from kidnapping,” Al- extension reguest L
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~ The widow of a slain Tslamist
- militant leader wil be charged for

-aftegedly using social medid to recrut
" Iglaimie State syfipatiizers 16 join'a

fiveamonth siege of a sout hk‘m cify, a
strdor state prosocutor vesti*rd*w saird,
. Hundreds of local arld foreign
" punmen whe had pledgad allegiance
~ to I8 rampaged through Marawi,
the prineipal Islamic cféy in ‘rim
. mainly Catholie ?hshppmeis starting
*in May — sparking thel nation’s
~longest urhan war that chnmed
“rmore than 1,100 lives, .
Karen Hamidon faces ébm 'ges of
inciting to rebellion for! allegodh
urging IS foilowers to fravel to
Marawi to fight troops in the nation's

~-kirst.case-ofterrorism- chmmitied .-
throngh online networks, sé mr state

Gl rasacitor Peter Ofig i :
“(Hamidon) wilfully, uzlla,wﬂiﬂy

and feloniously incite(d) bthers to
rise publicly and lake arns against
the Philippine Governmént," Ong
-.5aid ina.copy of the ('hailﬂgo sheet

seen by Agence Framce Presse

. which he said was set td be filed

“Government “invediigators
eondur‘tmg tindercover w rk and a

Hamidon of using measaémg apps

-since-heen-detained-inthe: t;amt:afl

Teiem an and WhatsApp, where thlsy
satd she was “prolific ‘in [’;ér
recruftmerit-arid promotiof actmtté%
for 1S15," another name for 1S, | -
“The Islamic State invites ydu |
10 join in the Philippines. We note
that the door to immigration is open
to the cities of Marawi and (tHe
southern region of) Mindanaot”
state investigators quoted Hamtden
as saying in a Telegram pust. %
Hamidorn- had deniéd tHe
allegatxons “telling reportérs last
montd she was an Istamic:
missionary who had used social
media for religious purposes. i
Hamidon was arrested in a
Manila suburb in October and hds

She was married to Mohammad

}'ﬂﬂ;f&r Maguid fUlIIld{BI and lﬁﬁdﬁl e e

of Ansaruf Klilafa Philippines (AKP),
a pro-13 militant group in the restive
soutl which authorities said; helpeh .
plot a borbirg in the city of Bava
that kiiled:1h people last year..
Troops said they had: kllied '
Maguid in Fanuary this year. -

" AKP, had aﬁtacked Marawi tn &bld '::
forensic examination had aceused -

o estabhsh a Boutheast; Asia
caliphate there. i AF
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Recruits promised fabulous pay;
“Lanao solon seeks ML extension.

Ry John Paaio Rencito

LOCAL official on Priday
warned that Islamic State-affili-
ated groups were still recruting

people to their cause of building up a
caliphate in Southeast Asia.

“There are several soports
ve have been receiving thal
the recraifment activits g

HOV oneoing i sote olle

B O Tl AP P P S SR

semblvman Zia Aok Adi-

Briefine | odm
Those whe would join
were ofbured ng mneh g

PHINOOD 1o fore them in

caile by the military o have
the impasition of marfial law
i Mindanas extended dur-
iy the rehabilitation phase
of Marawi City.

The Mamwi siege  had
promptedt President Rodrigo
Phiterle to place the eative Mind-
atae under magtial law on Mav
23 The period was extended
wtil the end of fhe vear afler
the fapse of the 60uday Bit im-
posed by the Constitation,

el Rosarie safd the nfor-

Comin g S ERE -
dng Seeetary Ediadn el

“miition came from barangays
y -\\'hG?‘C..-.l'(‘.‘_(___‘!_'.l_l_i_t__l_'t‘le_m_. isadakinge s s

i

i UHS.’. e APaiAse e

o

anao, citing persistent threats
from terrorists.

This happened as a widow of
a 5lain Islamist militant leader
will be charged for allepedly
using social media to recruit
IS ssympathizers to join the
five-month siege of Marawi,
authorities said.

Hundreds of Jocal and foreipn-
gunimen who had pledged alle-

- “glance to IS rampagéd through

OFFICE OF TH

Marawi starting in May,
sparking the nations longest
urban war that clairned rmore
than 1,100 lives, ’
Karen Hamidon faces charges
of inciting to rebellion for al-
legedly urging 1S Sollovers to
travel to Marawi to fight troops
in the nation’s first case of ter
rorism  committed  through
online networks, serior state

Fosaria " sail - he

prosecutor Peter Ong said.: o~

©“[Hamidon] wilfully,
fully and felonibusly iic

p

e acked

place.

vernment,” Ong said in 4
copy of the charge sheet, which
he said ‘was set to be filed be-
fore a local court this month.
Government  investigators
condueting undercover work
aid a forensic: examination
had accused Hamidon of using
messaging apps Telegrani and
WhatsApp, where they said
she was “prolific in her recruit-

ment and promotion detivities
for ISIS,” another name foriS. -

“The Islamic State’itivites
you o join in the Philippines.

We note-that the door to im-
migration is open to the citiés

of Marawl and {the southetn
region of} Mindanao,” state ii-

vestigators quoted Harmidon as'

saying in a Telegram post.
Hamidon had denied the al-

legations, telling reporters last

month she was an Islatnic mis-

47

ms against the, Philippine

capital.

She was mariied to Mo-
bhammad  Jaasfar Maguid,

founder and leader of Ansarul
Khilafa Philippings (AKP), a
pro-15 militant group in the
restive south which authori in
the city of Davao that killed
15 people lastyear 7
Troops said they had:killed

Maguid in January this yéar -

Nextpage

The " military ' said *iilitants -

loyal to 1S, includnig those aflied

" with AKP, had attacked Marawi

in a bid to establish a Southeast
Asian caliphafé there,

Hamidon is-also” accused
of recruiting Indishs t6 join
IS and the Indian governthent
had asked the Philippines for
help in investigating that case,
according to a Justice depart-
ment resolution: With AFP

Local: 5285, 5295
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By Mario J. Mallari

The Moro Istamic Liberation Front
(MILF) has renewed its commitment

_ totalking peace with the government
.25 it expressed support to Prasidert

Dutoerte's push for Federalism,

Truring the recent Bangsamoro
Assembly held at the MILF's Camp
Darapanan, MILF chief negotiator
Mohagher Igbal stressed that the front
is “undoubtedly committed to
(achieving) long lasting peace in
Mindanao.”

“The only visible way ahead is to
pava the way for peace, not war,”
Tgbal said.

Iqbal said that the MILF
leadership was very happy with the
outcome of the recently concluded
Bangsamoroe Assembly attended by

Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL) to be
approved by Congress first before
the transition to Federalism happens.

Ighal is also the chairman of
Bangsamaoro Transition Commission

{BTC) composed jointly of MILF and -

government representatives,

Meanwhile, during the recent
Mindanao Peace Week, atlended by
Ighal and Sarangani Gov. Steve
Chiongbian Solon, Presidential
Adviser on the Peace Process
Secretary Jesus Dureza assured that
the government is working for the
passage of BBL.

In his keynote address, Dureza
underscored the need for
eonvergence in order to push the
peace process forward.

“What is the best way to engage
(the varicus peace stakeholders)?”

;-govemmené

“Duterte.

b
to the law that aims to fm&llv
“address the higtorical injustices
againg; the Bangsamoro.”

Iqbal said that the MILF is

to shifi to a Federal form of

.-personal. differences and ie

he “asked. “We (therefore) need t6~

nvergence.” .
ureza noted 1) indanasis a
melting pot of cutlures, religions and
traditions, a reality that must be
acknowledged by all,

“Mindanao is very diverse,” he
said, citing Barangani as a perfect
example of how people can set aside

find co

Bt he qasd i;ha‘r he wam ho

H
i
i

“You deal with the Morol the
Luraads and Christiang,” Dur ezﬁ said,
as he praised local governiment
leaders for being able to uni@e the

_people despite their diversity, ,
According ‘to ‘the peace’ adviser;

this is the reasen why -Predident
Duterte is pushing for the immeédiate
passage of the BBL.

Dureza emphasized that the
proposed law i anchored oh the
rinciple of convergencs and inclisvity.

“It 15 toiportant [for all] 0 support
the BBL,” Dureza sdid, a8 he talled
on the people of Sarangani t4 help
lobhy for the law's passage.

He likewise -stressed: the
importance of “social héaling,”
specifically in dealing with victims of
the Marawi crisis. ’

“E{e¥atlon5hsps have heen bmken

‘explaine eV

physical sirnchires have been Isebuiit

but, the social fabric of the coramumity

is not mended, residents will ﬁnd it

difficult to fully recover ftom the

adverse effects of the conflict.
“Rebuilding ‘relationiships take

repalr these”

“convergence point.” L

~Durera polied out. o
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_..mended the Indictment.of-an. -
- -extremist-leader’s widow for

December 2017

wido:

L N,

- forrecruiting siege fighters

Prosecutors have recom-

rebellion for allegedly posting
messeges online calling for

- fighters to join a bloody Te-

lamnic State group-linked slege

inMarawi City, an official seid

yesterday,

“ingin southern Marawi City,

A Department of Justice
resolution stated that there
was probable cause to charge
Karen Aizha Hamidon with
nearly 300 counts of ineiting
rebellion.

While heavily armed miili~
tants were staging the upris-

S east 295 sep

Hamidon allegedly. posted.at

In a statement, Hamidon
was quoted as saying in th

mostly through the Telegram

and-WhatsApp messaging

Hervices, to invite fighters to
join the five-month mutiny.

Hamiden has deniad the
allegations, -

If eventually filed in court,
the recommended charges
would be ane of the first cy-
berterrorlsm cases In the coun-

try and serve g a warning that

militants could be criminally
liable for online statements
that call on people to stage
an armed rebellion against
the government, Senior As-

_mere decorations,” Ong sald, .
C“We mean'to enforcs them.” ... . .

Hamidon has acknowl-
edged she is the widow of
Mohammad Jaafar Magusid,
an I5-linked Filipino militant
commander killed in a clash
with police in the southarn

- Philippines in January: She,.
< was arrested in Tagtilg Clty
last Qctober by government

agents who posed ‘as buyers
of a washing machine she was
selling online, '
Maguid's group has been
implicated in a deadly bomb-

Ongsald,

em that our laws are not just

sistant State Progsecutor Peter

ing.in. Davaad.

sficeres

it-y.,g,/g_hax.l’res_i s

“tion that she was'a Muslim ™
convert who was “cajoled and
seduced into doing several
acts,” including her online
messages, “against her will”
by an online contact posing as
a British militant. _

Hamidon also claims these -
was no proof that she was the
author of the rebellious social
media posts, the resolution
said.

National Bureau of Inves-
tigation investigators in Ma-
nila have said India has also
asked the Philippines to help
investigate Hamidon due to

Haml ”

allegations that she encour-~
aged several Indian militants
last year to join the IS in the-
Middle East. Hamidon denied:
the allegation. - AFE AP

|
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Prosecutors have recommended

.an extremist leader’s widow to...
‘be charged with inciting rebel-

lion for allegedly calling on
fighters to join a bloady Islamic
State {IS) group-linked siege of
Marawi City.

PROSECUTORS SEEK REBELLION CHAR

:State prosecutors said in. a

-Department of Justice resolution

seen by The Associdted Press on
Friday that there was “probable
cause” to charge Karen Aizha
Hamidon with nearly 300 counts
of inciting rebetlion.

Hamn:ion was arrested by :
‘EOVeTnmient agents in Octeber
for allegedly posting rebellious -

statements mostly through the

Telegram and WhatsApp meS« S

saging sefvices.
Prosecutors said she posted

arate '}:nessages Q.. .

-invite -ﬁght Sto join*the five-
month siege in Marawi Gity that

troops crushed on Oct. 23,
Hamidon's rmilitant - hus-

" band was killéd by ttoops this

year. —ap
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nrique Razon Jr., president-CEO of In-
ternational Container Terminal Services

comments at the Asean Business Investment
Summitram: Exec says infra dev't, democra-
¢y can’t mix.” Direct and indirect quotes in
the story cannot establish that he made such
a categorical and incorrect conclusion,

The print report began with an accu-
rate statement: “[Some] countries with the
best infrastructure in the world are dicta-
torships.” This was also the basis for the
online versicn's headline: “Countries with
best infrastructure are dictatorships—Ra-
zon.” But the online version also attributed
to him the view that infrastructure devel-
opment and democracy cannot go hand in

T in bemg [ranlbya dictator.”

20n’s suggestion that dlctatorsmps did bet-
ter than democracies in delivering infras-
tructure development. He offered, as the
exception that proves the rule, the example
of the United States: the only country “that
advocated for democracy and achieved de-
velopment but only because it was 'so vast

«:and-has:so.much.resources:-But-Canada:

..Inc, may have reason to complain. The. . .
headline of the-story that coverad his-

+The.£hintt, pleked-came:-from MroRasy

ED?LBERTO C. DE JESUS

trivmaph of democracy. Buirope, however, was
not then and is not now one country.

The conceptual problem that confounds
sweeping conclusions about demccracy,
dictatorship, and development often arises
from the attempt to reduce these complex
terms to a single definition. The democra-
cies of 2oth-century Furope differed in
their approximation of democracy, as they
do today Demaocracy will always remain a
work-in-progress. In an ever—changmg en-
vironment, maintaining a consensus among

Ultimately dependent on coercion, a

“smiall cabalofruthlessileaders canimoresasii
ly*maintain, for a time, a dictatorial regtme

Technology facilitated efforts by despots in
Nazi Germany, Soviet Russia and Red China
to aim for totalitarian control. But dictator-
ships also vary in their aspiration, ability and
willingniess to concentrdte and deploy power.
Critics may disrhiss Cuba and Zirnbabwe as

- and: Austral:a also-achieved development.-

and democracy. Admittedly, both nations
are also vast and well-endowed with natu-
‘ral resources. What about Japan?

Or the Netherlands? M. Razon conceded
that Europe was “well-advanced,” asserting
that "its infrastructure was built over a hun-
dred years ago and they weren't a democracy
yet” But the most advanced European na-
tons, even a hundred years ago, were already
working dernocracies, whose World War I
victory in 1917 was prematurely hailed as the

~infrastructure deficient: dtctatorshlps bilit-acss?
-+knowledge that they achieved different fevels '+ ni

proven conipeténce and: unquestioped in

of human development. China and Singapore
both have excellent infrastructure, but can-
not be described as equally “dictatorial”
Some countries with the worst infras-
tructure in the world are dictatorships,
something Mr. Razon might have acknowl-

edged. That both democracies and dicta--

torships display good and bad infrastruc-
ture suggests that the system of govern-
ment does not by itself guarantee infras-
tructure excellence. Not a particularly

e doubts as’ to his pohuca preferences

. who has) prospered even within the countty’
free individuals requires continuing effort. -

'pmes, cmt;cs willliKely'l bI

‘Having lived through-the martial law
years and with his international business -

experience, Mr, Razon knows moré than ™
most the difference betiveen democracies -

and” dictatorships. Retreating from the-
slippery slope to which his comments 6n -
political econbiny had led, he declared that
he was not “endorsing” one form of politi-
¢al system over another.” -

This disclaimer only distinguished him-
self from most Filipinos, who continue to be-
lieve that they have better chances under a
democracy; even when it has yet to deliver 4%
better life to many of themn: Unlike Mr. Razon, :

Hawed-denioeracy-He didnot-nésd $dicta
torsha 10 expand the famﬂy ortuy
the proposed revolutionary government.
His unqualified profession of indifference
to the choice between democracy and dic-
tatorship for the Philippines, at a time’

when the .country may-be. compeﬂed o

ch(mse is disappointing and sad. -
af democracy again dies in th e Phxhp

tegrity or to hoid them accountable when' ..
they betray public trust. But the leadership
elite—in politics and the professions; in
the church and civil society, in the buigait--
cracy and business—will bear the heaviet:
burden forits death.

Edilberto C. de Jesus (edcdejesus@
gmail.com} is professor emeritus at the
Asian Institute of Management:
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- NPAS AS SPOILERS OF PROGRESS

DURING the recent Assaciation of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) meetirigs In
Manila, President Rodrige Duterte noted the advantages of the hosting of such inter-
national events in the country in the many spectrums—regional peace anet stability,
2conomic growth, investment, among others. The Bicol region is alsa expectant fo
eap the numerous economic benefits from Asean. L
Iam a Bicolana and one of the local organizers of the planned Asean mestings
n Legazpi City. Unitil now | am still saddened by the bad news that the conduct of -
\sean meetitig in Albay was cancelled or the secotid tife because of the threat .
¥0sed by the communist New Pedple’s Army {NPA). From the reports we obtained -
Tom the security sector of the Asean mectings, the NPAS planned to conduct attacks

"owned by E.M. Cuerpo Inc., 4 contractor of the Bicol Internatiorial Airport (BIA)

Leqizpi Cty, the BIA s 2 P3 44

The conduct bf the Asean meeting in the Bicol region was not oty one tn have -
‘been économically sahotaged by the NPAs. Based on the teport from {he secirity
sector presented in.one of the. preparatory. meetings forthe ‘Asean; fast Septemibier
28,2017, five dumyp thucks, two fain  miXer-and one grader truck -

‘wete torched by the NPAs. Thase equipriient were baing sed for the construction of,
the airport. Damage was placed at P25M'million, For days, the construction of the
airport was delayed because of theburmngof the equipment, = e : ;:
Thiswas not the first case of the NPA's tetrotistic acts in the‘airport i 2012;
about 12 heavy equipment owned by the Sunwest Cofistruction Company.
{conitractor), also used for the construction of the BIA‘Was also burned by NPAs;
Most of these were trucks, payloaders and road rollers tesulting in P76 milliog -
worth of damage. The rebils torched the equipment fi sged
‘ment of revotutionary taxe nded from the
- Located it a 400-hectare fand By Ato Diaraga; wh

Dilfiot pi tne nat ot
‘critical in achieving the 650,000 Yourist target for Albiay,

luring the meetings.with the use tmprovised explosive devicas {IEDS): which éoild ™"
1ave put the lives of the del
Thefirstmigeting whichwa y abou
00 participants, inciuding foreign delegates, was for August 21-26, 2017: the other one
vas slated for November 21-22, 2017 to be participated In by about 90 delegates.

Nestled in the unashamediy boastful island of Cagraray, Bacacay, Albay, is the Misibis
fay Resort, the scheduled venue for these tws Asean meetings. It is the favorite location
or traved and relaxation of focals and fareigners alike,

In early pre-conference statements, it was said

" hing ifiprovement in the fadilities 3nd better utilization of available seating capacity to
|- ADOULBS percent and increased cargo capaci

L the Asean meetings in Albay would ...

g biggetecomomic opparturities n tems of s an ivestrit,These would
iave the way for the tourism promotion not only ¥ but of the Bicol region: But - .
diat happened was the opposite. The cancellation brought hefty losses to Al bay for thie
rgankzers and stakeholders who meficulously planned for the meetings—the venue,
e hotefiers and restaurateurs (food and reservations); the medics/paramedics, security
ector, the traffic sector, and the many others involved in the preparations. Plus other
xpenses for the IDs, the t-shirts and other financiai/logisticaf reguirerments.

Smsqqo’a,aﬁd',?ﬂ'a'sba’te.‘.!I.wiiti_;_w;ww.-‘

of abour 2,000 tons:

. construction of the airport started jn-2010; However; delays were experiénced die:

to the NPAS intervention as attested to by the torching of the contractors’equipment.
These cases, the cancellations of the Asear meétings and tarching-of equip- -

ment for the construction of the Bicof International Airport dre onfy afewof "~

those reperted; there could be mora unacconnted for R :

President Duterte tagged the MPAs 3

S {Btrorists which thé latter opp_osed..rWe_Ef, if:
. _ 1 e -_: , '.“‘ te
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Scout Rangers play Filipino games for peace
By: Aika Rey

Through sports diplomacy. we engage with nor-state actors like the MILF, MNLF. secessionist....

Jaroups. gnd their stgporers. We need fo aive-peace a chance. |-don't have tokitl'more people
to win against insurgents,” says Lisutenant Colone! Harold Ca bunnc

T . 3 AT S S R ST T R £ LRI ;!::.;:.‘3,\ e sy

MANILA Philippines — i's noi Gvery dayv that vou see Scout Rangers of the Philippine Army
play games. Bul when they do. it is to advogate for prace.

":ﬁ'_:At the 6_: . {oundmu ann;veraarv n{ ﬁw Ff:rsf %out P\anqer R@G;ment C%c;ou’t Rar‘zae s piaved o
shatong. a traditional Filipino game similar te baseball

Shatong is a sticks game where a longer stick serves as the bat and a shorter stick serves as
the hit, The batter hits the shorter stick and as the latter is in air. the hitter runs to marked areas
or bases.

Lieutenant Colonel Harold Cabunoc. 3312 Infantry Makabayan Battalion commanding officer.
said he modified the game to incorparate Scoui Ranger principies.

Cabunoc said instead of playing in doubles. each feam has 7 members.

"I madified it to 2 team with 7 members sach. Scout Rangers befieve in teammanshi ip that's why

| preservad the same set-up. | want to tell people thal Makabayan soldiers love the traditional
games played by kids." Cabunoc said in 2 mix of English and Filipino.
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Cabunor said he wants to promole peace-huilding through sports and games. He said they
played the games as part of their build up to an event they are hosting in December with the
"enemies of the government.”

“In December, we're hosting a neace-buidding activity with the MNLF (Moro National Liberation
Front) and MILF (Moro Isiamic Liberation Front) - the ‘enemies’ of the government. Similar to

—hiscwe.will.play.games.he-saic-—
The government had signed pezce agreements with both the MNLE and the MILF.

"Through sperts dipiomacy. we engage with nonstate actors fike the MILF. MNLF, secessionist
groups. and their supporters. We need te give peace a chance. | don't have to kill more people
Hfowinagainstinsurgents.” Cabunoe said. 7 7 e

He said the groups have confirmed thair padicipation, He is atsn trying 1o get the Office of the
Fresidential Adviser on the Pesce Procass on noard.

This is rot tha first time that the KMakabavan Baltalion had engaged in such activilies, Cabunoc
said they also did mud runs with the MILF in October

" alwaye come up with activities to promote pesce. It has considerable impact because people
see that there are other ways o claim viciory ™ he said.

‘I don't define viclory with the number of peonis who died. We are alf Filipinos. If Vou can do il

WlthOU*f%!mg a.shol — that is the Destwayle.comeforward. in.u\;\r;g-gmﬂg. i?19--insurgency.” Cahrypig "

He added that in Suitan Kudarat, they noqatizted for the surrender of - e

~Labunoc-is pursuing: peace-building” effortsas President Rodrigo Duterte
S0 with communist rebels, and instructed military and police to
| thev see, following hiz decision. (READ:

y — Rappler.com
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Bangon Marawi head backs martial law extension until rehab phase

By: Frances Mangosing

Marawi City rehabilitation czar Eduardoe del Rosatio on Friday expressed support to extend
martial law in Mindanao untit the rehabilitation phase.

Repor‘tc of massave recrmtmﬁni by l%%amtc State- msptred terror groups havea ammpted Dei

‘I wouid tke martial jfaw to continue during the rehabilitation phase because ag chairman of Task

Force Bangon Marawi. my main concarn is the security of the whole rehabilitation effort.” he told
reporters in a press briefing.

President Rodrigo Duterte declared martial law in Mindanao on May 23. when Maute-151S
members attacked Marawi City on the same day.

The 60-day promuigation ended on July 22 bui was later extended by Congress until Dec. 31 this

VBAT e e e e

been stepping up its efforts to recruit new members, offering money of up to P100.000 to
poteﬂtial members.

We will be coordinating with the Armed Forces of the Phulappmes and the thppme National

as to the extension or not of martial law in affected areas.” he said.

Lanao del Sur Assemblyman Zia Alonto Adiong. who also backed the extension of martial law,

stressed that the end of war does not mean the normalcy of peace and order.

“So. we fear that if the. you know. if we'll probably be lenient about imposing security protocols.
this might—the terror group—might use this as a portal to form and regroup again and then
attack another town.” he said.

He said the group “will attack another town not necessarily Marawi City or Lanao del Sur.”
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Officials seek martial law extension to secure Marawi rehab sfforts

By Jose Cieiit_o Rgganit

MANILA -- The head of the inter-agency group tasked to lead the rebuilding efforts in Marawi
City and an Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) official on Friday said they will
support the extension of mariial law in Mindanao amid intelligence reports that Islamic State
(IS)-linked terrorists are stepping up recruitment activities in the region.

. In-a Palace briefing, bothHousing and Urbian Development Coordinating Council-chairperson -
tduardo del Rosario, concurrently head of Task Force Bangon Marawi (TFBM), and ARMM
Assemblyman Zia Alonto Adiong said they believed that martial law in Mindanao should be

extended to secure the rehabilitation efforts and to protect the civilians from

the ongoing
ferrorist threats.

President Rodrigo Duterte declared the entire Mindanao under martial law on May 23, 2017
after IS-inspired terrorists laid siege in Marawi City.

Congress, in a special joint session. granted the extension of martial law until December 31 on
President Duterte's request.

Del Rosario said it is really very important that the government continue to ensure that Marawi

.Lity.and.the whole of Mindanao-wili-be-secured-from- any-terrorist threat, more especially fiow™

__gventheintelreport.

“Umuugong na ngayon at nakuha natin from intelligence reports 'yung massive recruitment na
ginagawa nung kabila, promising so much amount of money as high as PHP100.000 just to be
recruited and be a member of the ISIS group.” he said.

As chair of TFBM, he said he would like martial law to continue during the rehabilitation phase

- 1o secure the whole rehabilitation.effort.. . -

Just smagme |f somethmg wilt h'ap'pen in ”Ma'rawi City .dur.ir.ug the rehabilitation phase. baka

wala nang pumuntang mga contractors at laborers. Mahihirapan tayo sa rehabilitation ” Del
Rosario said.

He said the rehabilitation is not just restricted to physical structures but should also involve the
participation and support of the entire citizenry of Mindanao.

“And that's not only in the physical structure but in the security aspect. Kallangan sita mismo.
they should drive away or neutralize 'yung spread ng recruitment ng ISIS group in Mindanao,
not only in Lanao del Sur or Marawi City.” Del Rosario said.

His sentiments were supported by Adiong who said that the reports they have been receiving
showed that the IS recruitment activity is now ongoing in several towns.
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‘As a local. | would say the end of the war does not necessarily mean the normailcy of the
peace and order situation. Actually. we've been saying this ali along --- the crisis will really start
after the war.” he said.

“So. we fear that if we'll probably be lenient about imposing security protocols, the terror group

might use this as a portal to form and regroup again and then attack another town. They-will

—attack-another-town. not necessarily Marawi City or Lanao del Sur but maybe some provinces.”
Adiong said.

“If 1 would be asked right now. | think the necessity of maintaining martial law dictates that
kallangan talaga dahit meron pockets of recruitment na nangyayari diyan surrounding the lake "

he added.

- However. "b‘o’éh"officia'ls' said that the final recommendation for the “lifting or extension of martial
is up for the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National Police (PNP) to
make to President Rodrige Duterte.,

“We will be coordinating with the AFP and the PNP so we can properly assess and make the
necessary recommendation {o the President as to the extension or not of the martial law in
affected areas.” Del Rosario said.

He said that they would also consult with the local government units where the recruitments are
reportedly happening.

“We do not like to have another Marawi incident.” Del Rosario said. (PNA)
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