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STORY BY VINCE F. NONATO, PHILIP C. TUBEZA, TINA G. SANTOS AND MARLON RAMOé

The Vice President says those responsible for the error in the dengue immunization program should be held we
accountabie as Malacafiang vows to go after the people behind the ‘public health scam.’ A2

By Vince F.Monato,

“Philip C: Tubeza;”

. @Team_ Inquirer :

Vice PreSIdent Lem Robredo on

“ Sunday calléd on: ‘the govermf-
““ment tolook into the effects of-- s

an
he

- and ensure that those who bun-
. gled the immuriization pro~
_gram would be held liable. © 7
--. Malacafiang vowed
““leave N0 .Stone unturned"

- the investigation of the ﬂasco

that placed more than 733,000

' schoolchildren at fisk of severe
- dengue infection. | "

Justice Secretary Vitahano
Aguirre 1I said he would order
the National Bureau of Investi-
gation to look into-the liability
of government officials “who
had approved the purchase of
Dengvaxia vaccine from the

French pharmaceutical.compa-

ny Sanofi Pasteur.

‘ "f“-FndayMtWO

The :Department of Health
(DOH): suspended the P3. 5-bil

lion immunization program: on’
days after Sanofs_

P
notbeen 'p'revmusly affhcted by

disease. _
the “This: should be senously :

: studled 4nd those who should___ .
be held accountable must be"
jccountable,’ Robredo said

:'Edy radm-: TOEra

What happens to the kids?

The “most 1mportant

thing,” sbe said, was to “get the

answers” to quesuons about’

| the effects of Dengvaxia on the

heaith of the schoolchildren
ho had received the vaccine.

. “THe parents pfthe children

they need 10 knon; what to

i 'do 1f there reallyisa

““what can be done & i

"chﬁdren'? Robredosaid: -
Accordmg tothe DOH, more

- 1 chil-
: -than 733 000 pubhc schoo
aren aged 9 and above from

Metm Mamia Centrai Luzon
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" Garin'$term. . : - da
' "‘Implementatmn was based - "hanc
' on recommendations
~ both local and globat expertsé.' :
 Garinsaid. . :

..ed and targeted areas

the NBI to 1 e

I of nat:ona/ przde

- qulrer forme Health Secr:etary;-.l_” 2
_ ]anette Garm sald the immu- - R
- nization program was 1mple~._i_

She said dengue which was
affecting go to 93 percent of the
population in the recommend-
ufas

andCalabarzon (Cavite, 'Lagu------:

na, . Batangas Rizal, Quezon)

rresiaer P

Harry Roque said in a state-
ment that those responsibie for
the ‘uise of Dengvaxia' in the
zovernment's antidengue drive
woitld be held accountable.

. “We will leave no stone un-
nirned in making those responsi-
ble for ‘this shameless  public
kealth scam, which puts hun-
dreds of thousands ofycaliiig'iives
at Tigk; accountable,” Rogie said.

He'called on the pubhc to
stay calm. _

“We understand the con-
cern of our people, especially
the parents and the relatives of

publicelementary [school} chii- .
drenresiding in{Centrai Luzon, -

Calabarzon and Metropohtan
Manila], where the déngue vac-
ripnation ..~ - initiative " : was
launched by the previous ad-
ministration,” he said.
“Wowever, we call on all cit-

Roque 'no_ d that the DOH

had not momtored any’ case of.
severe dengie inféction among -
the children‘who rece;ved the_ S

vaccinelastyéar. ” .

'He said the DOH! was Work-
mg with the Depart:ment of Bd-
ucation (DepEd) to monitor: the

health of the thousancis Of o
-schoolchﬂdrenf”-who had re-
" DOH was on’ top cf the s;tuatmn

ceived Dengvaxia, .~

- Aguirre | -said  he had re-

ceived a complaint from 4 par-
ent whose son’ became ill after
receiving the vaccine.

“One {parent] complained

to me that:his son, who was in-
“geulated [with] that antidengiie

vaccine in April 2016, is now
sick [with] baby TB (tuberculo-
sis) and his‘immune system-is
now very weak,"” Aguirre sald in
a text message to reporters. -
He said he' would order

z

;-sequent (

pharmaceuticai compam' sald
in astatement i

“were worried about. thesr'chﬂ-_
--dren who had been vaccmated .

_ "T_he accine has a:30-
montﬁ'.-. ..protéction. .. “period
against ‘dengtie, regardless [of
whether] the child had prior iri-
fection or not,” he said.

Duque added that the DOH
would monitor the heatth of all -

the rec1p1ents.of the.v_accme-

Revxew gomg on

He said a review of the pro- -

gram was going on, including
consultation . with - experts

from
‘ter i 1mmun1 ation. .

'upon what i conjectures

| “be - great -because . the  high.

sonis bitten the mosqmto af—"

.~ Dans toici Iamnakers that the

' immunization program- should

be suspended’ until the theory of
antibody dependent | enhance-
ment was thoroughly stuched

are -ba&ed

scenario unfolding would not

“seroprevalence —tbe number
of infected peopie in a given
population_—was rather high i in_
the regions where the vaccine
wasadministered.

‘Besides . the vaccme s ef-
fects, the House Ainquiry “alsor
tackled thealle ged undue: haste'
in the DOHS procurement of

. ‘Dengvaxia shortly .after. the
May electionsin 2016. -

The Food and Diug. Admm-
istration .approved the certifi-

= cateof product registration on
- Dec. 22,2015;a. month later, on.

Jan. 21, 2016 the Phihppme
Childrers . Medlcat Center
made apurchaserequest R

The Formulary Executive
Council issued a certification
for Dengvaxia on Feb. 3, 2016.

The certification-is a require-

“ment for medical items not in-

.. claded -in 'the__Phlllppme Na-
" tional Drug Formiilary, "~

The immugization progran

started on April 4, 2016, two
months before. the Aquino ad-
ministrationended. INQ -
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_-'.government :forces, the’ m111~_-
- tary yesterday cailed anew

_vmlent and destruchize crimmai '

) contmue 40, 'D

- gaining the upp a
total of 264 rebels etther kﬂied _
. or apprehended by government -
: forces from February to N ovem-

1’cs doors for

. the rebels to 'surrender amid the

intensified zmhtary offensive::

He said the AFP will Tikely

e observe & hohday truce W;th

" the rebels;
Arevalo sald Proclamahon,

: 36{} effectlvely ruled out a cease-
. fire with the communist rebels
.since the'y peace taIks had: been

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFJ

'cancelled

Turn fo Page 14

~activities agamst our people in .
- the: commumti_
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. matwn, -We hav been; :

_ erament troops.and. - Duterte has cancelled all
~ communist rebelsbroke outin ‘peace talks with the
ebels, who are’ expected to'-'_:'=s.SaIIapadan townmAbra smw---eommumstrebels, blaring th 18
8o intensify their offensive.- 'eaﬂy Saturday. “7 - insutgents for deadly -attacks which is called the mternaﬂon»
“The NPA has stepped up " There were no 1mmedlate- against soldiers and police al humariitarian law: That's an
“over the week- '_reportfs of casualties or injuries. . while the NDF, the umbrella -ancient legal qystem, Roque
cks in Misamis . The NPA suffered a setback - organization representing the _ said,; - -
d. after 14 rebels were killed i in--CPP:NPA, is holding peace - Roc;ue S&ld what--:.lhe Presi-
- a firefight with government. negohatlons thh the govern— : :_den’r means to shoot and kill
-'._Z-forces inBatangas:: “mmen : i
'The AFPsaid'th
"-'_.‘-latest_operatxonal‘su (Ve R =Tt
: : gned Pro

: “peace talks with the Commu- - orderis: .bemg prepared to have to move on considering
hot. dead by NPA rebelq on . nist Party of the Phiippines- = declare the CPP-NPA- NDF as they have been fighting the

laturday. ‘while PO2 Richard - New People’s Army-National a terrorist group. ' _ -gevernment for almost 50
\bad was illed and six of his _'Democratm Front (CPP -NPA- - Duterte also threatened to years with no gain'ih'sight.
oileagues were wounded in NDEF). “agall “legal fronts” of the ~With Roel Parefio, Artemio-
inambtishin Labo, Camarines . “Prior to the Preqzdent’ CPP-NPA-NDF as cmmmals Dumlao, Ben Serrano .
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By Delfin T, Mallari Jr.
and Jodee A, Agoncslio
@Team Inquzrer .

The commumst-led National

Démocratic Front of the Philip-~

On Nov. 28, military and po-

lice forces engaged NPA memn-
© bers in two vehicles in a fire-
. fight in the adjacent villages.of
' Aga.and Kaylaway, along" the.

..,.,,_pmes (ND}’-‘})) g the NEW Peo-=:

heu‘ 15 “comrades who were

killed on Tuesday in: clashes

with government forees in Na-
sugbu, Batangas province.
‘o CeThe revolutionary move--—
ment in Southern Tagalcg

* by thefascist Armed Forces of

the Phlhppmes " Patnubay de

-Guia; NDFP-Southern - Taga-
log spokesperson, sau:l z.n g’

statement.

The NDFP is the pohtu:al
arm of the Communist Party of
the Philippines {CPP), while the
NPA is the armed wmg of the
CPP. .

L

=gimly-lits partofthe: Tagaytay -

‘The Gabriela Women's Par~

: sugbu Batangas were - Uni- -
- versity -of . the Philippines-
Manila b1oa:hemtstry‘ student
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o NPAwaming
G In text n_i_es;saige“ftd:iournali':"' '
15ts, the:  NPA “saiq the atrack
should serve asa reminderto the
police, military and 'tz Dﬁféfte
administration that the -c’ohirhu? |
Mstmevement did not Feqy Presi
1dent Duterte’s threat of ap all
out war and miartial law, . . .

CITY—Communist . -
rebels attacked a.police station . The NPA said tha i i
in Binuangan, Misamis Oriental - - sponsible __foAr tia; C;gffk-?m?_-,f e
province, on Sunday, wounding East ‘Misamis .Oﬁenm._ﬁ‘fvas_ the
“"A’report from the tegional '
-~ police.office.in:Cagayan-de:Qrosx
City said around 66 armedanen
4 belongin p cOmim '
Army (NPA) assaulted the police Division, in a'statement syrs 52
station, . wounding ' SPOi Ra- Policemen yere ablé_:tf_i?ld the .
monito Zambas, PO3 Alberto thefr ground becayge 5 0
Bernadas, PO1Joshua Saturand: - timely report from th.:é'.;.n-of-. the .
..Senior - Ingp.- Danfte. 'Ha]lazg'bs_ R —— D the Areges it o Clvﬂlans
od DIEVa Said governinen;

“shrapne o
grenade launched from -an
' M203bytherebels. - o -
The NPA, armed wing of the .
Communist Party of the Philip-
pines (CPP), has been waging an -
- insurgency for five decades.

The policemen were able to
fight Back, repelling the rebels
and preventing them from get-
ting thé firearins in the police
Statlor 7 5

Chief Supt. Timoteo Pacleb,
police “director . for Northern
Mindanao, -lauded the police-
men for successfully defending
their station.
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amed | apole s
who were aelzed S

SD( F111p1n0 caphves mcludw
the Abu Sayyaf

......dpbnefmg before they are al-.....down the number of re |
. : maln— o 54th En e
- Jowed to go hOme according ___mg Abu Slayyaf hostages - - '_'.Barangaiizl%eaefg;ﬁ Bsr;%g;i;n
: d : :

_ahas; Imbo,.

- Zg&rgi ;Were ‘poot-and cannot -Bangumgm Sulu on Fnday "magézmeq and ammunition.
payransom. . . . FHussin Aranain, alias Imb
) L e ol 0 earh T
:__._:_Ihetr relea rought .- Friend, yielded to the Army's JEES: y Sun.‘Eﬂder(Ed
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ortedly forced members of
he Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

- in Sulu to.release. six péople . they
abducted 16 days ago in the village of ...

. Aﬁuimg, Patikul, Sulu. -

Brig:en: Cirilita: Sobegana--a.(}o :
mander of Joint Task Force Sulu, said
yesterday intense military patrol in the
forested areas of Sulu led to the release

less military operations re- -

Nelson,T. Hapo!e:ﬂ'-- =
' din;

“ofthe victifﬁé' ""iiric'dxid'it'ionaflx” oi* tﬁét

no ransom payméentwas made. The hos-
tages were get free: 2pm. Wednesday.
Sobe;ana 1dent1ﬁed the victims as
Jessie M, Trinidad, 53; Marissa V. Trini-
dad.54; Jimmy V.D. Trinidad, 21 Eucy

Hapole, 21; MarcxanuD Hapole 14; and :

" “Buhawan, Barangay Latih,; Patlkui

Sulu. .
Last November 14 the sixwere forc-

1ny taken by seven armed men wear-

-;_and equped W’Ith i h}gh

As thxs deveioped another ASG

- theirrespective residences located in  Bangt

Barangay Anuling, :
Sobejana said that members of the
ASG-Ajang-Ajang group under Roger
Samlahon were responsible for their
abduction.: . :
The mﬂltary 1mmechate1y brought
the six released kidnapped victims to
" JTE-Sulu Hospital in Jolo, Suln for
‘medical and custodial debriefing,

flghter surrend' el to JTR: SuluE

_.Sobejansg identlﬁed the surrenderer
as Hussin Arain. He also turned over
an Armalite nﬂe thh magazmes and
ammunitions.:

. Arain: surrendered to the .}‘I‘F

Sulu through thejoint efforts of the -

54th Engineering Brigade, Philippine
Coasi Guard dlsmct southwestem
Mindanao. . .
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6 Abu Sayyaf captives freed after paying ransom

BY VICTOR REYES

SIX civilians, including two children,
were released by the Abu Sayyaf in
Patikul tows in Sulu on Friday, two
weeks after they were abducted.
Bsig, Gen. Cirdlito Sobefana, com-

- mander-of-the-military’s-Jome-Task -
~ Force Sulu, said the victims gave the

and lodging.” which means ransorm.
Released were MNelson Hapole, 7,

21; Jimmy Trinidad, 21; Jessie Trini-
dad, 53; and Marissz Trinidad, 54,
Sobejana said the six were re-
leased at around 2 p.m. Friday in
Sitio Buhawan-Buhawan, Barangay
Latih in Patikul town.
Sobejana said the victims are “the

-poorest-of -the-poor-inJelo-He-..

said they sold their properties “at a

- contrbuted to raise the money de-

manded by the Abu Sayyaf.
The six were seized by the Abu

Sayyaf, led by one Roger Samlshon,
in Barangay Anuling, Patikul town
on November 14,

Sobejana said government forc-
es conducted operations to rescue
the victims “but we cannot control
everything,”

foreign and Filipine kidnap victims

+ i Salupincliding Dutch wildlifei o

photographer Elwood Horn who
was abducted from Tawi-Tawi in
February 2012,

~The Abu-Sayyaf-is -holding 13—
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. _-1dent1ﬁed -the reieased v1ct1ms
as Jessie Trinidad, 53; Marissa
Trinidad, 54; Jimmy. Tnmdad
21; Lucy Hapole, 21; Marciano
._'Hapole 14; and . Nelson-Ha-
| pole, 7—all reszdents of Ka-
| 'hmayahan Vlliage Barangay

.Lahh in Patﬂcul

; Last-week Abu Sayyai’ mem-
"ber ‘wanted for bombing a pub-
e termmai in’ Kldapawan City
in 2007 was arrested in'a }Omt
mllitary and pohce operanon in

~listed undet the- Department of
T _Natxonai Defense/Department of
| - the Interior and-Local Govern-
mentijoint order of rewards wzth

@ bounty of P1.3 million.

Joint Task Foroe Basilan comns
tander Brig, Get Juvymax Uy
said ‘Abdul was identified by d
| etviliah hnd that led to Kig arfest:
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“wHE WATION'G LEADING NEWEPAFTH

: CAMP AQUINO, Tarlac City - - The-

rmhtary s ‘Norihern Luzon Cémmand ;3
| (NOLCOM: condernmed over the week-
end the treacherous act of killing of -
Counmlor Angelo Lais ofthe mumczpahty '

of Baggio, Cagayan.
NO OM oﬂimals saxd the kﬁhng of

the real orrof the NPA which is to
Sow.t ror and instill fear in the civilian
they said is a trade~

~about 17 NPA: guemlias were seen 10
have entered the victint’s house, Four
d -guerrillas were standmg
of his house while sixoth-

guardin

B8 Were nj_"the lookout in Zone 5 of the '

‘same barangay.

After the Killirig, the band of gunmen
headed to Sitio Kagurongan of Barangay
Awallan and scattered propaganda Ieaf—
lets on their path.

The NPA's Henry Abraham: Com—
mand (HAC) later sent a letter toa- local
radio station to own up to the murder.

ahutal7: I'U:a m. whenabout
"rrz]la% armved and shot him

. I_IAC &

- According ta'the vietims ne1ghb 3

e tetter FeEd onairn stated - thatithe -

punished Lui

¢ople. ¢

Region 2.

sasanenemyofthe o

p g spyil -
Military Intelligence Group (MIG) in
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1'119 NPA
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By Mario J. Mallari

* The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) challenged
New People’s Avmmy (NPA) rebels
yesterday saying that their only

" optionis to stirrender or suffer=
...the same fase of their cohorts

military operations.

“While we are hopeful that
more NPAs will surrender in the
conring days, our troops on the
ground will continue with our
relentless operations against

+- themwho remain.active intheir. .

S o were recently Killed'in  Philippite Ar Force’s

activities against our people in
the communities,” AFP public
affairs chief Col Tdgard
Arevalo said in a statement.
Arvevalo issued the statement
in the aftermath of the death

with police and troops from the

of 14 NPA-members.inaclash .

Ta0th

seized 12 highpowered firearms
from the encounter site.

Five soldiers, meanwhile,
suffered miner injuries but are
now in steble condition.

1,ast Noverrher 28, President

Duterte signed Proclamation

260 which ended peace

er or

- 1}'1 - (}p ar 31}‘0 TS ,29 LR R ——

-5'_.'“'ag__c_:.ti_z_m.a__n_s..:_;b.sa_t-w.e:en;._,;t,__h_e gpp;f@h@nded,_an_c}_f_i&} volunfarily

counierinsurgency operations
against the NPA since the pesee
negotiations broke down in
February 4,” Arevalo said.

In November alone, the
railitary was able to neuiralize
114 NPAs. Of thiis, 21 were killed

Combat Group in Nasugbu
Ratangas last Tuesday.

Armong those ldlied were the
secrelary of NPA Guerilia Unit
% and one platoon loader while
twoe other fighters were
wounded.

“yiolent and destructive criminal ., " GOVEl mmvent” (Toops alse-

government and the Communist
Party of the Philipnines-New
People's Army-National
Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-
NDF).

«Prior to the President’s
preclamation, we have bean

OFFICE OF THE ARMY

Army C

CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: oacpa.arm
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y20t2@gmail.corn - Telno. (02}
uring the land.

Coabtively o oo ndueting e

surrendered, he sal
Government troops also

reirieved 62 high-powered and

low-powered firearms {rom the
rehels in the past month.

With this, the AFP said it is
bracing for more NPA agrocities,
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: -_Bmuangan MPS grsonnel for “ordersd:the’ ‘cancellation:of the.
: defendmgfhelrstat: despxte bemg-'--'- ‘peace ‘Hegotiations: between the
-.'font:nmnbered .- government and the’ Communist

g Parly E)f the Phihppmes-Natwnal '

! PP F)the

members in the past ‘months .. I
_resulfing 'to the. decmasmg {
; capability ‘of the rabei gmup,
¢ Arevalosaid. . _
©CAsTof November, he.-A'FP -'
recorded 47 NPA-nitiated atrocities
that include harassment and
ambush of military troops, and
ksdnappmg of civilians. T -
.. .. ‘Redslamchoffensives :
’{’he NPA is believed fobe on & .-
desperate rampage ‘after it
attacked-a-police: staﬁoanlsamm
___DOriental that wounded four'
; ---":=‘:p0 st ARG
Tquidated ‘2 town counmlor in
Cagayan last Saturday
Reports reaching Gamp Crame _
showed that about 100 NPA. rebels
. attacked the Binnangan Municipal
Police Station (MPS) at aronnd 3:15
a.m, by ﬁxmg nﬂe grenades :

1 _commander df the Army’s 7ist
.- Infantry Baf;f,ahrm (IB) idéntified the
__._-surrenderee 88 Jomar Madalo

(Noléom), said tha Ang_elo
56, Was m r__gi_e ed'!b‘

‘sevén years and a
expert * said Duousi G
& S . Antolin ‘was tagged in several
seg c]huned that the em,ounters hetwaen ] 'A rebels and
" rebels evenwaltedf 'ersto arrive’

ook out from the outside: and some
even estabhshed che kpamt ieadmg :

i ;:.woundmg.--o- Semor Ins: ...Dante;
Hallazgo, SPO1 Ramonito: Jambas, " ¢
PO3 Alberto Bernades and POl
Joshua Satur. They . sﬁstamed

house, ﬁred at: hir several time - Duterte cancelled th
causing his: instant neous &eaﬁh”' - In the month ef November'
i c;tmgwrm sses” decounts. - aloite, the AFP. was a‘ole 10

shrapnel wounds. - 1 RE L
.. Reports showed that only 0 . kil ng; the NPA' ‘meutralize 119 NPAs. T
policemen were af, the station ip immediatelyheaded ;. 're‘. kiiled 'in _

gronnd and prevented the NPAs fror “'Barangay Awallan, [The  terrorists “and 69 voluntarily surrendered.
overrunning the police post. also scattered lcaflets along thelr ~ overnment troops.also gained
_Chief Supt. Timoteo Pacleh, route of withdrawal]” 42 high-powered .and low-powered
divector of Police Regional Office- The latest NPA dfro ties came: firearms fmm the rebels mthe past
10 (PRO-10), commended the a week after Pres dent Duterte :'_'month SR _

during the attack but held their towards Sitio- Kzl%:rongan of - :-operatmns 99 were apprehended,

gmail.com - Tel no. {02} £45- 9555 Local: 5285 5295 _J
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operatmns S
against those who Temain ac-"-_

_ F1ghtmg, howeve
;' calated ' soon after.
.' Duterte - unilaterall
peace;talks withthe ]

P ..
- National Demiocratic ‘Front’ of:{i'__':_
“the  Philippines. (NDFP),: 'the ' Co
3-Armed Férces of the Phlhp-_-_:
- ‘pines said on- Sunday B g
... The NDFP_is"-the’ poimcalj_

atm of the Communist- Paityof

-the.Philippines{GFP); while the”
NPA 1s__the CPP’s armed w.

Z_He said that since February, drawn to safer areas.” . . i

© arms or be killed.” i ...264 NPA: rebels had either. been ... g _Vzlianueva acided th '
“While we are hopefu} that: ~ldlled orz ”‘e'sted ‘while' 573 had go '
more NPAs will. surrender in volantarxl surrendered 10

' mumst rebels to Iay down the;_

. W—powered f;rearme.
wereseized,

Lawyer Ydre Olalia, a Ie a&
consultant to the NDEP negot'-’w
ating ‘panel, insisted [that. the
 government should continue to
“adhereto “umversaﬂy accepted
o rules of armed conflict” a5 e -

-+ bodied in the Geneva: Convem
A tions. upholdmg mternatwnal
humamtanan faw, 0 :
[ 0.The Phlhppmes is a s1gna—
N tory to the Geneva Conven-
make up for theu‘ tactlcai de- tions in which “both combat
feats,” - : ants and especially: civilians
In November alone ,the mil--- have rights to be’ protected in
itary counted 21 rebels dead 29f = the! context’of war,” Oiaha
arrested _-'and - __saxd i IKKODFZQN INQ

Tivert the publi
: tb_e confhct I

- Telno. (02 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205
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ended hy governm ntp ore:
ilitary ﬁ while 573 szm‘endere&
pingof avilians: O the'oth-7 “and
‘the AFP. succoss-: .-ﬁ'om ‘the tebel:group.:
nduacted: 79 ‘opera: Sz TaHae s with o this,

N
: -Iast Nnvemg

“Drior o the Presidents’: ;"pe'a'z-'é'"iiég'eﬁatmﬁs: ] ro—

Edgard Arevale said 215 tmns ‘hgainist “the rebels. - '.AFP called on:the rehel .proclamatmn, we have béen down' on’ Feb. -4,” Arevalo’

--the WPA rebels were lﬂ}led i Sinee the terminationiof group - to lay down -their’ actively condueti S
_39 arrested and 69 sarren-: ade’talks between-the . arms or suffer the same fate msurgyency : ;}iﬁ?ﬁig % %a;?anigmd;gfozﬂgyes-
ered while 62 hxgh—puw:;, -governent #nd the CPP- as the1r cohorts Hpm against the NPA smce the 'Joyce Ba;o OJT) u- ey
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: ln;unes but ar

‘t condition.” e :

" The encounter occurred days - in

| after .President “Duterte - signed . harassr
Presidential Proclamat:on ND.:360

_ termmatang the peace’ negotfahons :
between the govemment and the”'{' T.
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Eabe,x:r} S5 kanita, b '
aflingy umana rito” ang SHNO -sunor} n

= ng-mga NPA sa Mlsam 2 pag—atake
'Cagayan is O nta Camannes Norie at
_A

itar; mayroon ria lamang 2,000 ang mga miyemb
..NPA &t karamihan sa-kaniia & riasa £ ga miyembro ng
habang patuloy ang-kanila y: astem Mmdanao
: buong bansa pEtmkaI

%
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gY VICTCR REYES

ARMED Fotces chief Gen. Rey
Leonardo Guetreto has ordered
a study on the possible lease out
of Camp Aguinaldo, the military’s
general headquarters in Quezon
City, and other military camps 0

iaise Tunds o soldigrs

AFP public affaits chief Col

- dentsaid-and-hisintention why he

raise billions of pesos for the
soldiers, He also earlier raised
the idea of leasing out the Army
headquarters in Fort Bonifacio in
Taguig City, and idle lands inside
military camps throughout the
countty, -« _

“\e understand what the Presi-

“So it might not be possible to
sell or lease. It is of my opinion
that if it is not going to be used
by the Armed Forces, we have to
return the donated land to them.
Leasing the camp will have some
tegal implications,” he also sald.

The previous zdministration

also considered leasing part of the

mentioned that recommendation.

would consider the strategic value
of these camps.

"The lease was broached by Presi-
dent Duterte last month.

o The deed of donation for

Camp Aguinaldo and the adja-

... cent Camp Crame, the headquar-
fers of the Philippine National - : e
£4 ' sonipysecurity officialy speaking:on ..

Police, states that the propefty™
should be returned to otiginal

owners if the government will
sell or use it for other purposes.
‘The land of the two camps was
donated by the Ortigas fam-
ily during the Commonwealth,
solely for military use.

Duterte, during a visit to the
Army's Special Operations Com-
mand in Fort Magsaysay, Nueva
Ecijs on November 22, said leas-
ing out Camp Aguinaldo would

alo said the stody®

PTHars iy the chiefrofustaff hasssaisefunds fof
‘of the Armed For

ordered to study this particular
proposal or idea of the President,”
said Atevalo.

Arevalo said the AFP chief or-
dered the study so that the military
can “sttike a good balance between
commercial value and strategic

installations. .

178-hectare Camp Aguinalds to

{02) 845.9555 Local: 5285, 5287

saise:funds for the modesnization ...

was, however, overtaken by events.

In 2011, then Defense Secre-
tary Voltaire Gazmin said techni-
cal working groups were looking
into legal issues that may arise
from leasing out the military

condition of anonymity, said leas-
ing Camp Aguinaldo is a “thorny
issue.” noting that a large part of
the camp was donated by the Orti-
gas family solely for the use of the
Armed Forces.

“Iys a complicated issue. That’s
a thorny issue because there is a
clause in the {dopation) contract
that it shall be for the use of the

"Armed Forces of the Philippines,”

the source said.

sold military fands, also suppos=

edly for the benefit of soldiers and
policemen, Republic Act 7227, or
the Bases Conversion and Devel-
opment Act of 1992, paved the
way for the privatizaton of Fort
Bonifacio and Villamor Air Base
and military installations in Subic
and Clak. Questions have been
raised as to whether government
has followed the allotment scheme
for proceeds of the sale,
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_ hitip
- zts men not to exclud even

have excelied'and I kniow lea
-most 1mportant element 1o.c
win-the peace..
~ Now, what I can say With the cu i
_chief of staff? A friend of mine ‘whose -
father was & soldier has fond #r i
‘of him: Accordmgly, he h
‘of service and has'a good
“fact, Gen. Guerrero heads the Davao

..based Fastern Mindanac Command
d

Mlhtary Academyr class .
kiown forhis service téputation and as a
mission oriented leader in Bastern Mi -
atao Comimatid (EMC), wherein m 'ruy'
of hotspots were-declared cleared {rom -

"""enermes mﬂuence and of courq he"" B

e N e v : d hxs meritorious. leaders}ufﬁ and‘_

; ! f-related actwmeq o de in PMA prove

. Mea;:vsi}i?%;gioi}gn}nzea;pom’cmen’c the former Chief Qf : Eﬁ. (}%1 ?umf ?}E{d h?ne;e:crg z?gglc\i/{ il\OCS; Ef}v::; ;g;l\?a(;]cliré%lstﬁetaeo?:i
’ orie of the media mtervww' rough his leadersnip, | thee Go!

%Eg'x %&rﬁ?g 1?2?120(?fegxemmost qualified .contenders.” In , G gvernance Trailblazer Certification Award Proﬁcxen

Asia.

d several news about this man - by, the Institute for:Solidarity in _

grg;ﬁ?ﬂr;{i%e;gxgt&iﬁg@fﬁzm have been saying that all his *Indeed; I know withiall the genuine and good fﬁngs a ou{’is
i e} were outstandingly acconiplished. Well, ‘his metit e incumbent chief of staft, the Armed Forces w% L IEj X;J ggo

f;ggif?or himself beyond his laudable. Jaurels since ands under Gen. _Guerrero KRISTINAE GA I an

w1th }nq military career-.B._. k in hls younger years, his
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- artial law will have 1o ¢
in-Mindanao and Wi

 Palace appears to be keeping t
guéssing on whether or not ma _
Mindanao will be extended, saying thaf the

nation will know from President Duterte

by next week or before Congress g0es On
Christmas recess. N

Presidential spokesman Harry Roque
said the Armed Forees of the Philippines
(AFT) has submitted its recommendation
to President Duterte after a consultation
process, although he declined to provide
details.

Despite the lack of details, however, it
is evident that the military will be

o}

spmp awi_City during the
rehabilitation period, but also i the entire

‘Mindanao, as it is just as evident that

despite the military’s success at killing the
Islamic Stateinfluenced Maute leaders,
others have taken up the mantle and
recruitment and training of IS members
continue in other areas in Mindanao —and
osieverin Marawd City bselfe. oo

. The Dutette government is rushing the - succeeded i liverating ¥.ar
ot terrorisn i and violence remaln.

rehabilitation of Marawi, which 1s 8 big

enough jobr and more delays will embolden
the IS recruiters to convinge 30me
frustrated and desperate residents of
Marawi City to join their cause, with even
reports of IS recruiters offering P100,000
to each recruit as a sweetener

Even before Congress extends martial
law in Mindanao, the usual Redy eritics,
along with the underground and aboveground
comrnunists who pass themselves off as
shuman rights” advocates, will he uging this
extension of martialrule asa concrete stap
being made by Rody to install himself a3 2
dictator and, since the issue they have besn

AFFA
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF pUBLIC i
army Coré Purpose: Ser\q‘gg the people. Securing the iand.

rosoTmending the extensior of martial law;—
2 M L3

destruction . of the city, even s

roe of nationai priag

(02) 8459555 Loval: 5285, 5295
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fanning th ese days of Rody declaring a
revolutiona ry government, such will bethe
used again: st Rody. e

Yot the 1 1ation saw jist howthe local I8

-group:eause;d.‘:.the,d_esf;ructig_n of Marawi City.

. to comé up with.false allegations. - 4
s Phereswentoar CoMmUNLs i BEatE -

will continue to deny this and wikl continie

Karapatan that quickly issued a stalereny,
caying that martial Jaw extension i
Mindanao -will: result in more right,
violations. “With mattial law still in fuli ’
offect in Mindanao, the human rights.
situation has already worsened due to the.
continuing implementation of Duterfe’s
counter-insurgency program Oplan
Kapeyapaan, but this is all the more,
compounded by Duterte’s termination of
the GRP peace talks with the National
Democratic Front of the Philippines
(NDFP) and the recent verbal threats by .
the President... .~ - -7, .
Karapatan claimed that “the Duterte .

The irony 01" it all, however, was that these
Fitios Btssi . milit

Sinredethe milita

there shou 1d not have been any aerial
hombing by - the military. R

It was al most as if these eritics favored
the I8 rebel 5, just to bring down Rody and
his governn qent, -
Despiti ) the governmerndt, having
oo {iberating Marawi City, threats:

by the

Congres.is is likely to grant Rody an
extension, vivhich the critics will denounce
for certain, o FRER,

However, - It can hardly be denied by the
critics that the Rody-type martial law has
heen proveci to be very different from the
mariial rule ?Eft,hat wag imposed by the late

“President Fe jrdinand Marcos, who ruled with

an iron han '@ for 14 years. But of course,
knowing theh way these critics, especially
the commuinists ~ underground and
ahoveground | with their propaganda against
the Duterte ,'government marked by venorn
after Dutert e canceled the peace talks —

{2@gmail com - Telno.

f]
L

~checks and balance. and thisdaying fhv .
-pretextfor-a fultblown dictatorship. He, is

“tegime seerd to e esnicacting more and

nore; further curtail people’s
rights. From the use of the Human Securit
Act of 2007, the formation of the Inter,
Agency Committee on Legal Action (1ACLA),.
the threats to crackdown on progressive,
groups, to possible extension of martia_,lj
law, Duterte is helkbent on finding ways s
usurp power, destroying all mechanism for .

relentless, just as all dictators arp.” g
1t is being proven worldwide, that the IS.
followers, acting like lone wolves, have been.
creating a lot of damage and causing the
deaths of so raany innocent civilians. Despite
the IS leaders and followers having lost their
cortrolled territories in Irag and Syria,
IS is still alive and well and worse,_
expanding its base in Southeast Asia. Y
And i€ IS is allowed to succeed by Rody,,
by ignoring the problem, even the commies,
will be targets of the IS, They shouid stop,;
wailing. They had their chance at peac'ee )
and blew it. ’

P

(02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205
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.. as it may be - with the Philippine
~Army,

*however a
" he may be, death leaves scars that

4 December 2017 lm;e» Hlanila @mwsl page: /]

E government's renewed of-’
fensive against the New People’s
Army is a welcome development
and an appropriate response to the
latter's numerous attacks across the
country, but 15 killed on the enemy

side in a single operation is still

shocking, The clash was obviously
unusually fierce and desperate.
“liviny owir experience = iimited

captufzrig the enemy alive,
including making sure that medi-
cal assistance is extended to the
wounded, seems to be preferable
1o killing the enemy. Not only
isn't there much glory in killing

some poor. farmer or Jumad,
__.azmed and dangezous'_j__'__
" different situation from last year
‘when the communists headed the

may never heal. A killed enemy

might also become a martyr, in

whom the family takes pride.
President Rodrigo Duterte re-
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cently cariceled the peace talks with
the communists, thus, officially

* completing his turnaround-from -
_having given them a seat at the

high table after the elections. A few
are still holding out, with former
Gabriela Representative Liza Masa,
head of the National Angi-Poverty
Commission, the most prominent.
However, she is reportedly margin-

alized in the Cabinet and not being
invited to meetings. This fs sucha _
in what the NPA is doing Yes,

Departments of Agrarian Reform
and Social Welfare and Develop-
ment, and with other comrades

appointed as undersecretaries and

commissioners.

it was the accidental killing of
an infant by the NPA during an
ambush in Talalak, Bukidnon that
triggered Mr. Duterte’s tagging of
the NPA as terrorists and calling off
the peace talks officially. The NPA
took responsibility for the death of

the infantand-apologized: On Qg
an NPA ambush on a police
" remain

tober 3,
PatIo carin Cauayan Negro
cidental, resulted in the wounding
of three civiliang, whose vehicle just
happened to be traversing the same
road as the police vehicle.

 Is this sufficient reason why the
NPAs should be labeled as terror-

they have stepped up their attacks
across the country. But the attacks
themselves - ambushing police, lig-
uidating soldiers, military assets and

ists? PersonaHy, T see: nothmg new;f “offered by Mr. Duterte when he

“vited thern to be part of the govern-

former NPA members, extorting and
raiding companies, destroying prop-
erty - are old news. That is what the
NPAs have been doing for decades.
The modus operandi of the NPA has
not changed fundamentally over the
years - neither has the overall goal of
the Communist Party of the Philip-
pines: The communist revelution,

the-seizing-of political power-and-—--

the advent of a socialist Philippines
¢ goals'of the CPP. If the
NPA isa terrorist organization today,
50 it was yesterday and last year
The CPP and its armed wing and

Call their members and supporters
have been consistent throughout the

years. They grabbed the opportimity

ment, no conditions asked. Unlike
our mainstream politicians, the
commumists remain loyal to their

»CabugonAS
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Surrender or suffer the consequences AFP urges Reds

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA ~ The Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) on Sunday urged New People’s Army (NPA)
rebels to surrender or suffer the same fate of their cohorts who were killed in military operations,

" “While we are hopeful that more NPAs will surténder in the coming days, our troops on the ground will -
continue with our relentless operations against them who remain active in their violent and destructive
criminal activities against our people in the communities,” AFP public affairs chief Col. Edgard Arevalo

said in a statement.

This comes after the death of 14 NPA members in a clash with police and troops from the Philippine Air
Force's 730th Combat Group in Nasugbu, Batangas on Tuesday.

Among those killed were the secretary of NPA Guerilla Unit 3 and one platoon leader while two other
fighters were wounded.

Govemment troops also seized 12 high-powered firearms from the encounter site.

~Eivg soldiers, meanwhile:suffered-minor-injuries but are now-in stabie conditian: e

negotiations between the government and the Communist Party of the Ph]hppmes -New People S Army~
Nationa!l Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-NDF).

“Drior to the President’s prociamation, we have been actively conducting counterinsurgency cperations
against the NPA since the peace negotiations broke down in February 4" Arevaio said.

. ”1.1":m Nevember alone the. mshtary Wwas able 0. neutrahze 119 NPAS Of this. 21 were klEJed in operations

“ 29 were apprehended, and 69 voluntarily surrendered.

Government troops also gained 62 high-powered and low-powered firearms from the rebefs in the past
month.

With this, the AFP said it is bracing for more NPA atrocities, primarily in the nature of economic
sabolage.

“These violent activities by the NPA seek to falsely project that they are still a force to reckon. There is
an ostensibie leadership vacuum caused by the death of ranking NPA members in the past months

resuiting to the decreasing capability of the rebei group.” Arevalo said.

As of November, the AFP recorded 47 NPA-initiated atrocities that include harassment and ambush of
military troops, and kidnapping of civilians. {PNA)
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Cagayan guv condemns killing of Baggao

By Simeon Ditan and Priam Nepomuceno

TUGUEGARAO CITY -- Cagayan Governor Manuel N. Mamba on Sunday condemned the killing of
Sangguniang Bayan (SB) member Ange!a ‘Buridek” Luis of the municipality of Baggao by New People's
Army (NPA) rebei e R I R -

Mamba said the ktllrng was dlsgursed as an act of patnottsm pursuant to Commumst rdeologles and is

nothing but plain and simple terrorism.

“Our leaders should not cower in fear or be coerced io submit to the whimsical and capricious demands
of these insurgent groups,” Mamba said in a statement.

"We share the grief of the family of SB Buridik, offering them our condolences and prayers for the
eternal repose of his soul and for comfort in their bereavement,” he added.

The governor called on authorities to conduct a thorough and speedy investigation to bring the
perpeirators to justiice.

He aiso urged Cagayanos to support the government's efforts te fight insurgency in the province.

Lu Is was kriled by ihe NPAs Henry Abraham Command n Easi Cagayan ln hrs home at Barangay o

SHAWalaR Baggao at 7oaim Saturday

Investigation is stilt ongoing to determine the motive of the killing.

Lt. Col. Isagani Nato, Northern Luzon Command spokesperson, said the suspects, whom witnesses said
are 30 in number, reportedly belong to the NPA's Abraham Command operating in Eastern Cagayan.

- Reports said-four.of the rebels.forcibly made their way.inside Luis'.house and shot him dead while the ..

- others positioned themseives sirategically to avoid being-surprised by security troops. v

The NPA members also carted away four firearms belonging to the Luis family before fleeing towards
the direction of Sitioc Kagurongan where they scattered propaganda leaflets. (PNA)
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ATROCITIES | NPA murders Baggao Municipal

Posted by Abvin Santiago

CAMP GEN SERVILLAND AQUING, Tarlac City [DWDD) — A municipal counciler in Baggao, Cagayan was brutally murdered by the
terrorist group New People's Army at 7:00 in the morning of December 2, 2017,

About thirty (30) fully armed NPA criminals under the Henry Abraham Command, NPA unit operating in
Eastern Cagayan, clad in mifitary uniform, murdered Honorable Angele Luis, 58 year oid, married and a
Municipal Councilor of Baggao, Cagayan. The killers aiso robbed four (4) firearms owned by the victim

at his residence in Zone 1, Brgy Awalian, Baggao, Cagayan.

. Ascording to vitis neighbor, about 7 NPA terorist were seen at e viim's house, four (4) CTs -

were also deployed in front of his house while six (6) others were at Zone 5 of said barangay conducting
checkpoint. The source further disclosed that the NPA criminals suddenly arrived in the area and waited
for the victim who was still in his farm at Brgy Lasilat. Upon the victim'’s arrival, four (4) armed NPAs
forcibly entered his house, fired at him several times causing his instantaneous death.

After the killing, the NPA criminal group immediately headed towards Sitio Kagurongan of Brgy Awailan.
The terrorists also scattered leaflets along their route of withdrawal having a propaganda line of "GUBAT
T UMILI SUNGBAT TI MARTIAL LAW N} DUTERTE" and "KABATAAN SUMAMPA SA NPA" HENRY
ABRAMAM COMMAND, NPA EAST CAGAYAN. Ironically, the NPA insists to justify their criminal act by
serving “capital punishment” for committing grave offenses against the psople through extra judicial

kiffing.

NOLCOM condemns this treacherous act of killing of Honorable Angelo Luis in his very own home as
this is only reflects the real intention of the NPA criminal group of sowing terror and instilling fear to the
society to attain their inhumane and unlawful agenda. This further manifests the NPA Terrorist's total

disregard for human rights, NOLCOM PIO/MCAG
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