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By Jeannette L. Andrade...:

and Delfin T. Mallagi Jr.
-@Team Inquirer e
Residents of areas infested with
communist rebels should ex-
pect military operations inten-
sified in scope and coverage,
Armed Forces of the Philippines
chief of staff Gen. Rey Leonardo
Guerrera said on Friday.

While the focus of aperations
will be security threats in Min-
danao, Guerrero said he had also
realigned commanders and

the designation of’ Maj
~-Danilo  Pamonag “asthe

Command (Solcom}.

‘Bad news for enemies’

Guerrero said that the assign-
ment of Pamonag, former com-
mander of the military’s Joint .

" Task Force Marawi, would be |
< “bad news" for communist rebels,

“The combined strength of
Solcom and the experience of |
General Pamonag can only mean |
good things for the AFP and bad

news for our enemies,” he said.

.. Security congerns in-otherareas.”

©YOur operations will be) in-

tensified in the sense that they
Ithe public} can expect more pa-
trois, checkpoints especially in
the population centers,” Guer-
rero said at Carmp Aguinaido in
Quezon City on Friday.

“We want to establish visi-
bility and presence in popula-
tion centers to deter terrorist
actions,” he said.

He said that military opera-
tions in western Mindanao would
concentrate on jihadi groups,

munist New People’s Armiy (NPA). -

“Right now, with the up-
surge of atrocities in eastern
Mindanao, we have started to |
put in mare forces in eastern
Mindanao for us to be able to
address this problem,” he said. - :

But the military has also |
been gearing up for operations
in the Southern Tagalog and |
Bicol regions.

Guerrero said at, Camp |
Nakar in Lucena City on Thurs-
day that operations in Southern

while actions in eastern Min-

“commander of Southern Luzo..

s ol it

tary operation that ericorhpasses

not only ground forces but alsc aix
and naval [assets],” Guerrero said.

The offensive will continue
even during the Christmas sea-
son as Guerrero said that the

military was not inclined to rec--

ommend a suspension of ili-
tary operations {Somo) during
the holidays.

“Somo is a political decision.
It’s in the discretion of the Pres-
ident. But on the part of the
AFP, we will not be recom-
mending it,” he said.

Luzon would also intensify with. ... ...

monag said. “Let us be relent-
fess and focus all our energies
and resources to hit hard and
degrade the capabilities of the
reronants of all. lawless ele-
ments in Southern Luzon.” j
Last month, government -
forces killed 15 NPA rebels in a
clash in Nasugbu town in -
Batangas province.
Brig. Gen. Ernesto Ravina Jr.,
Solcom deputy commandet, led
the command in an acting capa-
city for over a month before Pa- -
monag assumed leadership. NQ
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‘No need
to expand

‘i a mews briefing at Camp -Agui- -~
~ naldo, Guerrero said: "1 will not dare |
{0 venture into such topic considering

for now’

A NATIONWIDE declaration of mar-

tial Jaw will depend on the political
and mikitary situation and actions of
the so-catied “enemies” of the state
like the Islamic State {1S)-linked terror
groups and the New People’s Army
(NPA}, Armed Forces Chief Rey Leon-
ardo Guerrero said on Friday.

At the same time, however, Guer-
fero downplayed the possibility “for

not only because it is speculative but
because as | have said, it's too early to

[sayl, it’s too far in the future for me |

to project.”
Pressed by reporters on whether the
enemies’ activities would prompt a

nationwide expansion of martial law, .
Cuerrero said that the military action
"will also depend on the political

situation |in the country] and also
the reaction of our adversaries and if

~now’since ther miiita{y’s projections
_extended only "up to what mforma-

*on the information we have at hand,
‘we have to focus in Mindanac.”

Guerrero’s statements stemmed

from President Rodrigo Duterte’s re-

cent pronouncernent that he was not

. discouming the possibility of expand-

~ifig-martiallaw nationwide dependmg -

“on the “enemies of the state.”

Duterte’s own declaration was
made after Congress extended martial
law for another year in Mindanao
because of the continuing threats of
terrorism, which now included the
New People’s Army (NPA), the armed
wing of the Communist Party of the
Philippines (CPP).

“[the enen"iiés'] would tura violeht, the™ ™"
sanswer, is-obvious.”

the military “address first and foremost,

the remnant of the ISIS threat groups .
and secondly, all other threat groups, -

to include the CPP-NPA.”

“Guerrero stressed that the'e)ﬂenswnﬁ“
of martial Jaw in Mindanao would help -
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. -The-CHR said. it.is .com-.

mitted to extend all possible
assistance to rebuild the com-
munities and ensure that the
people’s rights to access to
education, shelter, food, water
and proper sanitation, among
others are fulfilled by the gov-
ernment.

“Through close coordination
with the RHRC and relevant
line agencies, we will continue
to provide recommendations

on how .to.ensure fast and re-

sponsive delivery of services to
affected communities aligned
with human rights treaties and
standards,” it said.

‘Help the people of Marawi’

Former CHR chair Loretta
Ann Rosales said the govern-
ment should focus on helping
the people of Marawi instead
of using the crisis to extend the
declaration of martial law.

“The results of martial rule

have taken their toll on the
most basic and fundamental :
rights of the people of Marawi :
to.live a free, prosperous.and. .

democrafic life,” she said in a
statetnent. ’
“The social cost of the war
has not yet been assessed, but a
visit to the camps of the evacu-

ees from Marawi has shown the
hurt, disappointment, anger
and frustration of the people .
who were strongly against the |
continued military effort of the .

government,” she added.

Rosales said the extension

of martial law on the basis of
ferrorists regrouping and.thé i

communist threat is against the

ptovisiensiofithe Constitution

She said President Duterte
should have issued a differ-

ent proclamation as the in- -
tent for the continued imposi- :
tion of martial law has already .

changed.

.. “Marawi is quiet, and the
-~ “last thing the city needs is more

guns, bombs and ‘& confinuing T
law of repression and depri-

vation of human rights,” she
added.
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*CHR SEEKS PROBE.
OF RIGHTS
~ VIOLATIONS

ay Jaymee T.Gamit
@] GamilINQ

While the Commission on Hu-
man Rights (CHR) respects the
presidential and congressional -
prerogatives on martial law, it
pressed an investigation of re-
ported human rights violations.
“Consistent with our stance,
the [CHR] believes that the po-
lice and military can address
threats of terrorisin and lawless
violence without martial law,”
""""" s sl CHR-Satd-in-a statement, - :
“However, in respect of leg- - _
-:-1slatlve CODCHI‘I’EH{ZE WE HI’S":;_:'.'...'..":.“ R
hopeful that the intent of the °
extension will not be tarnished
by human rights violations,” it
added :
CHR spokesperson Jacque- -
line Ann C. de Guia said that the
~ agency was still venfymg the
~reported ‘humanrights - “viola O SO T
tions first reported by Amnesty
" International last November. '
The supposed violations in-
clude tooting by the military, ar-
bitrary artests, military harass-
ment, enforced disappearances,
torture and extrajudicial killings.
De Guia said that itsregional
offices were still collating and
verifying the reports.
“We continge to stress the
need to address accounts of hu-
man rights viclations on the
ground,” it said. .
“We also urge the government |
to hold to account both state and |
nonstate actors responsible for
the atrocities committed against
residents,” the CHR added. iNQ
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_ Walang deadline sa pagpulbos sa NPA at iba pang terrorist group — AFP

d By Anaslv Soberanoon

_—
Hosate ¥

Target ng focused military operations ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) ang mga
komunistang New People's Army at ang 18IS (islamic State of frag and Syria) Daesh terror
group.

" Sa press briefing, binigyang-diin ni AFP chief of staff Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrero na gagawin

nito ang lahat para ma-neutralize ang CPP (Communist Party of the Philippines)-NPA at mga
teroristang grupo.

Nilinaw nito na hindi siya nagtakda ng deadline para tapusin ang NPA at terrorist group.

Pahayag ni Guerrero na napakaambisyoso na niya para sabihin na kakayanin ng militar na
tapusin ang NPA at mga terorista.

Sa ngayon ay nakatutok ang puwersa ng militar sa Eastern Mindanao Command kung saan
maraming NPA ang kumikilos.

- “As far as our campaign plan'is concerned, supposeéd 1o bé we should have started yung effort
s natinsagainst-the: CRR-NPA,-but this:was: affected by the-conflict. in-Marawi.and we-need:to i

focus on terrorism,” pahayag ni Guerrero.

Pinalakas din ng militar ang kanilang opensiba sa bahagi ng Western Mindanao partikular sa
Basilan, Sulu, at Tawi Tawi.
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AFP lauds Senate passage of pay hike bill for soliders, cops

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has expressed its gratitude to the Senate for
approving on third and final reading the resolution which seeks to increase the base salary of

_.miiitary.and. uniformed.personnel (MUP). starting January next year. .
"“We are grateful fo Congress for this act of approving the resolution,” AFP pubiic affairs office
chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said late Thursday.

He added that the pay increase will definitely boost the morale of every soldier, airman, sailor,
-and.marine as this transia_tes to highertake homepay. . ...

Sen. Gringo Honasan, chair of the Senate Committee on National Defense and Security and
sponsor of Senate Resolution 11, earlier said the proposed law seeks to increase the base
salary of all military and police personnel.

This includes jail guards, firemen, coast guards and those under the National Mapping and
Resource information Authority and the Philippine Public Safety College.

“The President has repeatedly made promises of higher salaries to the military and the police
personnel. In support of this commitment, this joint resolution, if enacted into faw, would double

.the MUPs base-pay,”-Honasan-said in-his-sponsorship Speech. i
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Exoect more action in NPA-affected areas: AFF chief

With the one-year extension of martial law, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is
expected to put up more checkpoints and conduct more patrols in Mindanao, particularly in New

People's Army (NPA) affected areas.

This was disclosed by AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrero during a press briefing
Friday.

He made this comment when asked what Mmdanaaans should expect now that mar’ual law has -

- peen extended for one year in Mindanao. -

"There will be less skirmishes in Marawi now that operations there have winded down but in
NPA affected areas, they can expect more actions (e.q. patrols and checkpoints from) the
military_ it will be more intensified (in) scope and coverage,” Guerrero said in Filipino.

The rationale for this is to establish visibility and presence in population centers {o deter the
NPAs' terroristic actions, the AFP chief added.

Aside from the communist rebels, military efforts will also focus on Sulu, Basilan, and paris of

_....Central Mindanao where iawless elements like the Abu Sayyaf and other terrorist elements fike =~
o the Banqsamoro i___ Iamic Freedom F;qhtars and the L alt:es are known to operate o

Martial law in Mindanao was declared on May 23 following heavy attacks by Maute Group
terrorists in Marawi City. Congress, in a special joint session in July, granied the extension of
martial law until December 31 this year at the President's request.

The Senate anci Housa of Representatwes convemng m a j() nt sessnon ear!y th is: week

of the privilege of writ of habeas corpus for a period of one year from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2018.

A total of 240 members of Congress voted to approve the resolution of both houses calling for
martial law extension in Mindanao, while only 27 voted against it.

There was no abstention. A total of 14 senators voted in favor of the maotion and four were
against it, while 226 House members approved the motion and 23 rejected it.
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Maute-1SIS remnants recruiting post-Marawi siege — AFP

By Argyll Cyrus Geducos

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) confirmed that they have monitored ‘remnants’ of
" the Maute-ISIS group to be recruiting hiew members since the five-month war in Marawi City, ™
f.anao del Sur ended October 23.

The confirmation came days after President Rodrigo Duterte’s martial law in Mindanao was
extended due to reported terrorist recruitment and existence of other lawless elements.

Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo (MANILA BULLETIN FILE PHOTO)
At the Task Force Bangon Marawi press briefing in Malacafiang Friday, AFP spokesperson Col.
Edgard Arevalo said the recruitment they have monitored was being conducted in municipalities

near Marawi City.

"Here wercansee that theyaretrying to mtens:fy thesr fc}rces thr@ugh the ir c:ontmued s
“recruitmenty” Arevalo said in the vernacular.

The new AFP spokesperson said the terrorist group is still offering financial remunerations, but
did not mention any exact amount. He, however, doubts whether or not the terrorists were able
to really give the promised amount.

Arevalo said their monitoring was based on the reports of citizens in the locality. “Definitely they
are not recruiting in the open.”

He said that the recruitment has been happening since Marawi City was liberated. He said
these recruiters are still using social media to reach out.

“There are recruitment videos. I'm sure you have come across such,” he said. “Part of our work
is to communicate with Facebook that such a post — if it's on Facebook — be barred or
removed.”
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“f it's in the nature of a recruitment of a terrorist group then that could be a valid ground,” he
continued.

However, Arevalo had no data yet confirming whether arrests were made against these
reported recruiters.

He added that these recruiters are possibly the ones who were able to escape from Marawi city
as the war was ending.

_Arevalo said that these recruiters are targeting the family members of their slain members,
children, and women.

“The youth is the one they prefer to recruit because these are the sectors of our society that
are, could be considered vulnerable,” he said.

“They are gui!uble They can be easny fooled into jomzng their group by makmg false promases -

—he added.:

Turaife group

Meanwhile, Arevalo said the assessment of the AFP that a certain Abu Turaife is the successor
of lsnilon Hapilon who was killed by the military mid-October in Marawi City is with basis.

Hapilon, the leader of the Abu Sayyaf Group, is said to be the emir of the islamic State (ISIS) in
the Philippines.

“That is an assessment that he could be the successor of isnilon Hapiion. It is of real basis
based on our operating units in the field,” Arevalo said.

_He added that based on AFP record, the Turaife group has 22 identified members.

s MWe cannotunderestimate the group just because they.only:-have 22 members)o.c i vmsinisas

“We cannot discount their ability to recruit, their mobility, the arms that they have, and their
capability to conduct terrorist activities).

“After all, there is no need for a large number of people to bomb a vital installation or institution,
ora pub!ec piace he contmued

the martial law in Mindanao. The mariial law, which was declared to address the war in Marawi
City, will now expire on December 31, 2018.
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