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Fallen Scout Ranger in Marawi tiff gets Medal of
Valor

By Priam Nepomuceno Dacembor 20, 2047, 850 pm

MANILA - The Medal of Valor, the naiion's highest combat decoration, was posthomously awarded to Capt. Rommel
Sandoval Wednesday, for showing courage, gallantry, and infrepidity above and beyond the cali-of-duty during the
campaign to retake Marawi City from the hands of the Maute Group terrorists.

President Rodrigo Duterte gave the award to Sandoval's widow, Maria Ana Rosario, during the 82nd founding
anniversary of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in Camp Aguinalde, Quezon City.

Sandoval, then commander of the 11th Scout Ranger Company, is the 41st recipient of the Medat of Valor,

Of the awardees, 17 are still alive while the rest are deceased.

Newly-appointed AFP public affairs chief Lt. Col. Emmanuel Garcia said Sandoval was awarded for the Medal of Valor

et having "distinglished himself in combat 4s he displayed extracrdinary courage, bravery, stering leadership, and
...professionalism by. of_fer_rnq the qreatest sacrsfsce of gl ng:_hxs lsfe to a feHew comrade thereby keepmg W|th th

" tradition of soldiery.”

Sandoval and Pfc. Sherwin Canapi, died while trying to save ane of their wounded comrades, Cpil. Jayson Mante, who
was trapped in one of the buildings in the main battie area last Sept. 10.

* Mante survived while his two rescuers died after being shot by the terrorists whom they engaged despxte bemg severely a

wounded

bUnder Executive Order No. 17, the Order of Lapu Lapu is “awarded to officials and personnel of the government, as well
as private individuals, in recognition of their invaluable service in relation to a campaign or advocacy of the

President.” (PNA)
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By Priam Nepomuceno December 20, 2017, 373 om

MANILA -- Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said the mititary would follow President Rodrigo Dutere's directive regarding
-the suspension of military operations (SOMQ) against the. New People's Army (NPA)} communist terronists. ... .. ..

"Well, we will follow the directive of the President kung nag-ano siya (SOMQ issuance). | was aciually adamant {on that), | did
not recommend for the cessation of military operation against the (NPA) but if the President declared {that} so then, we are
going to impiement and abide by the directive of the President," he added.

On Tuesday night, the President, through Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque, announced that the SOMO woutd last from
Dec. 24, 2017 o Jan. 2, 2018,

"This uniiateral ceasefire would lessen the apprehension of the public this Christmas season. We expect that the CPP-NPA-
NDFP would do a similar gesture of goodwill," he added.

"Christmas hoids a special place in the hearts of our countrymen. In the cbservance of this occasion, we hope that all Filipinos
would stand together as one nation and aspire for peace in our beloved Philippines,” Roque added. (PNA}

's holiday truce directive
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