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1 rebel killed as Army battles 20 NPAs

From Tempo {Dec 26): 1 rebel killed as Army battles 20 NPAs

Southern Luzon Command (SOLCOM]) reported here that a local terrorist was killed and several
high-powered firearms were recovered, two days before Christmas by Alfa Company of 2nd
infantry Battalion {2IB) in an encounter with 20 New People’s Army (NPA) at Barangay Obongon
Diot. Baleno, ‘Masbate, - L LD

Colonel Teody Toribio, acting chief of command’s Public information Office said the rebel was

kitled after a 45-minute firefight with the rebels then withdrew toward different directions
bringing with them their wounded comrades as traces of bloodstain were vigible along their
route of withdrawal. Though, there was no teported casualty on the military forces around 7:15

a.m

Lieutenant Colonel John Oliver Gabun, commanding officer of the 2nd Infantry
Battalion, Philippine Army said, “the encounter happened when the platoon of Captain L.ucas, while
conducting combat operation received an information from a civilian tipster about the presence of the

NPAs in the area who were conducting extortion activities and threatening the people to support violent

armed struggle.”

Toribio said operating troops recovered an M14 rifle. two M16 rifies, an M79 ¢ renade launcher, T

iCOM radio, laptop computer, an improvised explosive device (IED}, bandoleer with four
magazines for M14. five rounds of ammunition for 40MM grenade launcher, 353 rounds

ammunition for M60 machine gun, two long magazines for M16, cell phone and voluminous
subversive documents of high intelligence value.
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Reds in Southern Mindanao ready to face Duterte’s ‘full-scale war

From the Philippine Daily Inquirer {Dec 26): Reds in Southern Mindanao ready to face Duterte’s “full-scale war’

FiE. — Communist rebels, in this 2011 photo, ger somewhere in Southern Mindanao to pay their last respects
to New People’s Army spokesperson Gregorio “Ka Roger” Rosal. —KARLOS MANLUPIG

Communist rebels in Southern Mindanao said they were ready to face “the full-scale war” that
the Duterte administration would be unleashing on them next year.

ina statement isgued for the founding anniversary of the Commiinist Party of the Philippines ofi

also said the New People’s Army (NPA)} would d continue to exist fo oppose the government’
abuses,

inc%'eased this vear.” he sa;d

Jacinto-said NPA-members were “ever willing to sacrifice their. [sves for the revolution and the people T R

““than be servile 1o the fascist’ dictatorship of the-US- Duterte regime.”

“In spite of the constant black propaganda, bogus pe ncessant parade of
fake or recycled surrenderges, NPA ‘Red commanders and fi qhiers never fa!tereﬂ,” he added.

He said 2017 spelled victory to the NPA in Southern Mindanao, where it launched more than 300
attacks.

“There were a few well-chosen and well-executed head blows as wells as numerous aftritive actions
against operating enemy troops, military camps and police outposts, making them suffer a casualty rate
of more than a battalion,” he said.

Jacinto said in total, NPA units in Mindanao confiscated high-powered firearms enough to arm a
battalion of rebels — including those who recently finished training.
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“Given these resounding achievements of the revolutionary movement under the teadership of the
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), the NDFP-Mindanao calls upon all revolutionary forces and
the struggling masses fo redouble efforis in undertaking our basic ideological, political and
organizational tasks to advance the people’s democratic revolution until complete victory,” he added.

Jacinto also called on the NPA “to launch more and more tactical offensives, combining multiple attritive
actions with well-chosen and well-planned annihilative blows against the fascist AFP/PNP/paramilitary
troops” as the Duterte government intensified-its-cotinter-revolutionary MEVes: e I
“rhe NPA must be determined to bring the people’s war to new heights,” he added.

https://newsinfo.inguirer.net/955375/reds-in-s0 uthern-mindanao-ready-to-face-dutertes-fuli-scale-war
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Jihadists attack tribal village in Philippines

From the Mindanac Examiner {Dec 26): Jihadists attack tribal village in Philippines

Armed jihadists attacked a village and torched 2 houses in the restive province of Maguindanac

in the Muslim autonomous region in southern Philippines, officials said Tuesday.

Officials biamed the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters for the Christmas day attackon a
remote village of Iginampong in Datu Unsay town, home to a minority tribe called Teduray.

Villagers were forced to flee their homes when jihadists started firing and then burned the

houses before fleeing to the hills where military planes pursued and attacked them with rockets.

There was no report of civilian casuaities. although the 6th infantry Division — quoting
unconfirmed intelligence information — insisted that the airstrike had killed 4 jihadists and

wounded five others. Soldiers recovered not a single body at the area.

Other reports claimed that a group of BIFF also attacked an army detachment in Maitumaig
village in the same town. The target of the offensive was the 57th Infantry Battalion. The 6th

infantry Division did not release any information on the attack.
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10 rebel returnees in Palawan get livelihood aid

From the Philippine News Agency {Dec 26): 10 rebel returnees in Palawan get fivelihood aid

rebel refurnees with Governor Jose Alvarez (7ih from left) of Palawan, Col. Robert Velasco (8th from lefi) of WESCOM, and
Gail Ablafia of PSWDQ (1st from right} on December 21 at the Provincial Capitol Building. (Photo courtesy of WESCOM;}

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY, Palawan — Ten members of the New People’s Army (NPA). who
surrendered in Palawan; received PHP25.000-each-in livelihood. assistance under.the provincial ..

. government’s Local Social Integration Program (LSIP).

Governor Jose Alvarez and Armed Forces of the Philippines {(AFP) Western Command (W ESCOM)
awarded the assistance to the surrenderers in a simpie ceremony at the Governor's Office at the capitol
last Dec. 21, said Capt. Cherry Tindog, WESCOM spokesperson on Tuesday.

Of the 10 beneficiaries, three were women. Most of the former rebels surrendered last
_September, following the conduct of focused civil and military operations, particularly in

“| |eft the revolutionary movement for quite some time now. | surrendered as | want to ciear my name
because | was told | am in the military’s order of battle. Without surrendering, | still feel I am not free to
roam around. | constantly worry about my safety,” said Rico Libuta, a former NPA fighter who

surrendered last July 28.

A total of 26 more rebel returnees are being processed by the WESCOM and the Provincial Social
Welfare and Development Office and wili receive livelihood agsistance, Tindog added.

hitp:/Awww.pna.gov.ph/articles/ 1019856
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