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ihe terrorist groups whOrwere well—
- ‘prepared for the § siege.”
*'Duterte dssured +

m_human r;ghts abuges, ;-

D ] gnponpowerby de-
»clanng martial lawm 1972101981, But, -
“he said this handswere tied adxmttmg‘ V
“that the Imhtary was overwhelmed by

t his: martlal 1aw7"

ﬁot't‘ltsconseq:uenoes Ak
-#44 The oﬁenmaperatxons

;ﬁm]lyendedon()ctober% 2017, daysafher :
memﬂltaxyhﬂedﬂle terrarists’léaders, Is- -
‘. nflonHapilon and OfmarMaite, andexactly )

*ﬁvemunthsaﬂerthawaremp&ed. PR

-~»ButonDecember1l,asrecommended -
by the AFP and the, Philippine National .

“Poliee NP}, Duterte asked Congress to

extend the martial law in Mindanao for
a\year; citing the extstmg sthreats of com- -
- anunist rebels and other armed groups,":
-and the reported terrorist recruitment i m
":ithe island, The Congress approved)ﬂm
‘extension on December 13, 1t i isnowsetto .

£xpire on December 31,2018.
LT Temunaﬁedpeaceta]ks

“:After trying to talk peace. with the.
Commumst Party of the Philippines-New
‘People’sAnny Natiorial DemocratieFront

. {CPPNPANDE), Duterte oﬁmaﬁy termi-

natadmepeaceta}ksmththeﬁeds onNov.

23 signing Predamanon No. 360. He-cited

[ v ™

aht:ady oldi
S Despite ordermg the mlhtary and the s
pohce {0 shoot armed NPAs, Duterte on

{he boundaries ¢f. the.;'; :
- aOonsilmhon andmuldtakeresponsibﬂltyl

- The decision was also pushed by

NPA ambush in in Talakad, Bukidnon on
: fNov 10;killing a four-month-old baby and'
- “one policeman and leaving six injured.

“In spite of the best efforts exerted by -

" the Administration, the NDF-CPP-NPA

- failedto showits sincerity and commitinent

| vinpufsuing genmneami meaningfiylpeace

‘niegotiations as it engaged acts of violence -
 ‘and hostilities, endangering the lives and

: .pmperhes of innocent people,” the Proc-

. Jamation read,

ings mcluchng that of teenagers Kian delos

.. Bantos and CarIArnan R
However, inlessthana month Duterte

said he would brmg back the PNP {o the
dmg war in fear that the drug condition
in the country might worsen. He signed
signed Memorandum Orderno. 17 on Dec.
5, bringing back the PNP and other law
enforcement agencies, to the dmg war o
actively support the PDEA. -
Duterte and China
This year, Duterte continued to build

- a-good pelationship-with China. Chinese

Premier Li Kegiang even described the
refationship between the two Asian coun-

 tries as.as warm as the temperature on
Manila;"as they witnessed the szgmng of

_Seeurity Act (HSA). He earlier ordered
4he arrest of non-armed legal fronts for

conspu‘acy to coramit terrorism under

“the HSA, and the re-arrest of those fem-

porarily released as arract of good faithto

‘the peace taiks as:de fmm those who are

- 14agreements indifferent areas:” '
“Winter has come to the nqrthern._ .
hemzsphere but the te'

" Op Dec. 5, Duterte signed Pmclama~ o
'-:;-'tmnno 374declaring the Redsas terrorists ., ..
andoxderedﬂzexrmestunderﬂae}mman :

Mmﬁalsshﬂrunmngpretty}ugh I think

that somewhat reflects the temperature -

of China-Philippine relations which is also
going pretty high on the basis of the post-

~-tive improvement of the relations between

the two counties,” Li said in Chinese last
‘November ..

ratire in -~

" Dée. gmnmdmepeacetaikscansmlbere—

vwad by Labor Secretary and Chief Peace

Negntiamr Silvestre Bello IIX any time but

" spot in the near future.

‘ . Drugwar shift
Dnterte hade a surprising move when'
the stnpped the Philippine National Police
CPNP) offtheir authority over the drug war

. ;on Oct. 10, 2017 He also removed from the

drug campaign the AFE National Bureau
jof investigation (NBD), and the Bireau of

" iCustoms BOC); and gave the sole respon-
A *sﬂa&tytoﬁae?hﬂxppmeDrugEnforcement

ency (FDEA). -
iAg According to Duterte, he did this to
‘satisfy his eritics who continue to slamn the

drugwal;one ofthepﬂlars ofhis carnpaign, _

,due to the police’s involverment in the kill-

for its assistance to the Philippines, espe-
ciallyfor the armsit tarned overto afdress
the Marawi siege. However, he said he
would like to make clear on Ching’s inten-
tion, especially when it cornes to the issue
on the disputed South China Sea,

‘At one moment in our life or the lives
of the ¥ilipinos, they were there to give us
the arms when we had none and we were

fighting it out in Marawi” he said. “But Jet

us be clear on what we intend-to do here

beeause eventually it will affect the entire

Philippine archipelago.”
Despite this, Li said that the Chinese
government will extend 150 million Ren-

- minbi RMB), or P1.15 billion, worth of
‘grants for the Marawi rehabilitation. Li
-said China has confidence that under
Duterte’s leadership, “the rebuilding of -

Marawi will be completed at a very early
date and the local people will embrace an
even better life.”
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+ Ties with other superpowers:. '

Dutex:te also improved iis ties: \mth _
: other wor!d SUPBrpOWEES, garﬁmﬂarly

Rnssm and the United States. .:

- Russian Prime Minister: Dnntry Med—

o vedev said bothicountries-have openied a. ©
newchapterin theiprelations and assured. -

' Duterte that Russiais readyto expandties -

with the Philippines, espee]a]ly in counter--

‘ing terrorism. Thétwo leaders witnessed -
theSigning of nine-agreements atithe - |
‘ 51delmessof_ the 3lst ASEAN Summlt Iast_ -

' Duter[re seeméed (o] havezmpmved it rela—
tiong with the US:when he met President .,

Donalcl Trump Iast month during’ the

. Prime Minister thnzo Ahe An Japan,

- October where they reaffirmed ties arid
- expressed that heth- counmes have now .j.

entered the “Goiden Age of: Strateglc
Partnership®.- Srdneri

" Dyring the VJSit, Japan pledged put -
mmverUS$ 1 billion for three infrastrve-
ture pmjects mihe Pimhppmes ASEAN

, {Duterte also v1stmd h}é ‘good ﬁ'iend” '

However, heisleavingup tothe govern-
-mentto decide onhowto acquire the wealth
“and # # would st pursue further eases
agamst the former First Family,”

P Collectlon of unpaid taxes

:; Duterte also boasted about how the
government was-able to collect unpaid
‘taxes of large corporations, namely the

‘tobaceo manufacturer Mighty Corporation, }

and thé Philippine Aiflines (PALy. :
Malacanang welcomed Mighty's 40~
bllliﬂn tax settlement as it would help the
-administration’s ambitigus $1.097-4rillion
“Build, Buyild, Build” inﬁ'astructure pro-
‘gram tomaterialize. The Palace also
noted that is is the higgest tax settierent
mPhﬂmpme hlstnry 2
L The - government has accused Mlghty
Corpomt;unofusmgcounterfelttaxstamps
10 avoid paying #37.88 billion in taxes. Dur-
mghls second State of the Nation Address
induly, Duterte ordered the Department of
FinanceOOF) to accept Mlghty Coxpom—
tion s fax setﬂement s

: the eamplehon anda s1gmng of the ASEAN +{

' "Consensus ot the"Pmmpuon and f’mtec—

Marcos faxmly’seﬁiarmremmtheirwealth
finallylay.

Dutterté revealed that he aoteptoiie. o

At wasdisclosed that the flag carrier finally

“to: Juiy 2017 =
. Laws, EOs; mgned

“Act CR.AJ 10831 or the Universal Access to

Quahty*lbrhaxyEducahonActiastAugust '

fI‘tnsgmntsﬁ‘eetumonma}liocaiandstafe
universities and colleges (LUCs and SUCs)
in'the cotmiry despite uncertainty on the
budgetary allocation for the program, .

#* -« Duterte revealed that he signed the

'bill into Jaw, despite the opposition of his
.econorie: managers to give a chance t{}
podf”smdents o ‘

. eng

paid its fmancial obligations, including un- |
paid nawgaﬁon fees, to the- govemment, '
“which ‘were mcurred smee the 19795 up

Amang thedandmark bills: Duterté-; :
ned into law this Year was the Republic™

Last August, he also signed the laws
extending the validity of passports and
driver’s licenises to 10 years and five years, -

- respectively- These-are two jaws™ which ™

.+ Dutérte prornised will be signed within his
- term during his first State of the Natmn ¥
Address L
LastMay Duterte signed EO 26 on i:he 5
plementanon of the Nationwide Smok- -

, mg Ban, Under the EQ, smoking while'in -
gfsc;d public places and transportation -~

“Servicing the generai population, whether
'stationary or in motion, except designated

- is‘un;almzlg areas (DSAs) is declared unlaw-

Meanwhﬁe last June, Duterte sxgned .
EO 28 which provides for the regulation
and control of the use of firecrackers and.
“other pyrotechnic devices. Under the EQ,
theuseofﬁrecmdcersmnbe conﬁnedu) .
- conmmunity fireworks display to minimize
the risk of injuries and casualties, =
Before ihe year ended, Duterte alsg

' sxgnedthezﬂls GeneralAppmpnanonsAct

and Iﬁclusxon (’I‘RA]N) Act into Iaw How~

‘ and state < ever Duterte veloed five provisions from =0 T
“universities and colleges UCsand SUCs).

the 'I‘RA]N the law which he said was the

‘administration's biggest Christmas gift to

the F‘Jhpmos
" Defending Aqumo

tackimode this year. Duterte defended his
redecessor Benigno Aquino TIT from the

theiatler by the Ombudsman related to the
ommdentwhere%membexs of

the PNPSpwal Action Force (SAF) died in

an operation. He said Aquino cannot usurp

Mlatas s inherently his duty,

- Duterte also believes that Aquino imple-

menfedthenowconiroversxal dengusimrmy-
yization program on good faith, thinking this
would help the Fllipinos against the deadly
disease. Dengvaxia manufacturer Sanofi

u_t;Duterte was not always opate

fion of atithority charge fled against

Fasteur recently.revealed that the vapeine
could worsen the effects of dengue on those
who have notheen exposed to the virus,

sﬁa gobyemie‘péra matapds na ang kaso c{
 gceepted that they want to settle.to finally
laythexssuetoresﬁ ”{)utgrtehad sazdlast
‘ September

Duterts earfier: said that the Marcos
thmﬂyaiiegedlykeptthewealﬂ: supposedly
: hecauge- they were planning! tometurn to
Malacafiang:anyway. He said he aecepts
%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁg ;0:{ C AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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: our pagesonly. -
- 'RA 10963 also c!eariy states that the -
BIR commissioner must simplify the

ing of tax and payment processes..

‘“Marami tazaga saatingselfernployed . l

at professionals ang nghihirapang maka-
“sunod sa mga regulasyon ng pagbubuwis,

... Minsan nga, mas: malaki pa ang gastos.
- nila sa pag-comply sa tax rules kesa sa

mismong babayaran mlang buwis (Many ;.
ofiour self-employed and professionals .
are having a hard time eomplying with -
tax regulatmns Sometimes, they have to

sma]i seale businesses),” he said. .

Bm'eau of Internal Revenue (BIR) is

.. mandated-to-cut the income-tay returm
nt lzpage_s.to__..

(ITR) forms from the o

busmess rggisiration andtax compliance

- requirements ofse]f«employed mdmduals
-and professionals;... - -

+“We are ‘hopeful. that these refcm:s
4

s to. pay-

" ‘correct taxes, but also encourage more
: F&_I_zpmos to éngage inbysiness,” he said.

. “Kapag 'maraming naengganyong |

mag negosyo, mas dadamiang trabaho sa
. bansaatmaydagdag-htaupangmakam-

long gummhawa ang pamilya, (f more

‘j ‘people are encouraged to do business,
~there would be more jobs-available in the

coumry and this bring about.additional
Jincome to the families),” Angara said.

President Dutérte signed the TRAIN .

measure into law, together with the
P3.767-trillion national budget; last De—

_cember 19, 2017, -

The Executive department is plan- -

-ning to implement the: TRAJN progra.m
- starting Jan. 1, 2018. '

Angara said the Phxhppmes rankmg -

slipped to 113th this year from 99th last
year (2016) among 190 countries in the

payahuge ammmt;;ust {0 comply with the .
tax rules than just paying the amount of
“tax,” said Angara.

+ “Kaya uunabuhnahngpadahm naang B
* sisferna alo’na para sa mga maliliit na. -
‘ negosyante (That's Why we found ways .
o make the system easier espeeially for

»'Under the law, the senator said the'“

_ latest Doing Business report of the World
Bank ‘apparently due toa cemphcated
tax system. -

Based on the World Bank report, a

buddmg entrepreneur would need to-- -

~make 20 different tax and contribution
‘payrdents and visit multiple agencies
“intperson just to start a business in the
- Philippines.
“Moreover, the new business would
expected to pay 43 percent of its com-
mermal profits in taxes and contributions
annnalhc T
, ,1address this, Congress exempted
i income taxes compensation income
" garners-as well as professionals and

_ seif@emplcyed individuals with small

“Businesses, whosé annual taxable in-
come does not exceed £250,000 under

" the TRAIN law, They are aiso no longer _

‘requlred Wwiile TTRE;

_&t present, even if se}f -employedand. oo

still Tequired {o file ITRs for recopt and
momtormg purposes of the BIR..

< Meanwhile, those with annual gross
sales O earnings of above 250,000 but

bﬁ}QW ?‘3 Inﬂh(}u can’ ChGOSB between a o i

flat tax of eight percent (8%) or the sched-

<1z Hurthermore, the TRAIN law in-
ereased the value-added thx (VAT

_ ﬂlreshold from the current £1.9-million

Th:s means those earning below
?3~mﬂhenwﬂlbe exempt from the 12 per
* cent VAT and will be subject to the three
percent (3%) tax only if they opt for the

: 'schedular personal income tax rates.
© Currently, VAT and percentage tax

- are filed and paid every month. With the

reform, such filing and payment will be
" made guarterly.

. Likewise, the law requires nniy
busmesses that have annual sales or
earnings of above P3-million—from the
current PBO(} 000—to have their books
“of accounts audited by certified public

’ aecountants

i : i - Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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fessionals have no tax due, they T

rpersonalincome laxrates wherethey. o
__panded‘ t their business operation'costs i
. and expenses.
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By ALEXIS ROMERO .

-+ President Duterte yesterday
slammed communistrebels for
attacking government forces
after declaring a holiday cease-

- fire. -

“The communists are ter-

“ rotists-who have no sense of

honor,” Duferte said during
a'meeting of the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council in Lanao

_delNorte. . -

‘- “Tingnanmo, ceasefire... saan
ubaiyun?:May,inatake.na nama

‘silai Walang honor talaga itong
R mga.P****%‘** I’**** ito‘ (Look’

there is a ceasefire, Where was

" that? They attacked someone

again. They really have no

honor. Son of ab***),” he said.

" 'The President was referring

o En Army report stating that;
“theNew People’s Axmy (NPA),

armed wing of 'the commu-
nists, attacked a government
militia patrol in Compostela

Valley on Christmas Day.

“The same report said that
about 30 NPA members tried
to kidnap a government mili-
tiaman on the same day in the
province.

“These communists are
braggarts. They talk as if they
are somebody. That's why I call
them terrorists,” Duterte said.

“There was no agreemeni
between us and the NPA. The
forces of government are free
to operate. They are the ones
who started it,” he said.

Duterte has terminated the
peace talks with the commu-
nists, citing the rebels’ sup-
posed demand to establish a
coalition government, a setup

Rathe gaid would t6Fce hifnto”
... ""share? Philippine sovereignty.

NPA and the Comnmunist Party
of the Philippines, the political
wing of the rebels, as “terror-
ists.” =~ ‘ :

Despite the scrapping of 7~
the talks, Duterte declared a |
-unilateral ceasefire;with the  boovmn g
communiste that took: eFect | o

from 6 p.m. on Dec, 23 to 11:59

p.m. on Dec. 26 and at the same
‘hours from Dec. 3040 Jan. 2.

The NPA reciprocated by

declaring a ceasefire that took

effect 6 p.m. on Dec. 23 to 6

' ﬁm on Dec. 26, and the same

ours on Dec. 30 to Jan. 2.
~ With Emmanuel Tupas

‘He has also classified the s s e
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 DUTERTE SLA

'DAVAO  CITY--President
Duterte on Wednesday lashed
out’at the New People’s Army’
{NPA)} for attacking govern-
ment troops, in viclation of the
ceasefire declared wnilaterally -

by his administration and the" of NPA rebels harassed soldiers -

:—md tried.fo.abduct.a.militias....

- COTAIURISE Party-of the Phlhp-
pmes (CPP). ‘
S Durng Bis meeting 0 Tus
bod Lanao del Norte, with may-
ors of storm-devastated towns
in the province, the Pres_idenj:
called the insurgents egbtists
=, “These -communists ;
egotxsts They speak ‘as” 1f

Cea\‘sefi'ré .. but they attacked
the..” Mr, Duterte said.
. Clashes erupted in Davao

; Onental and Compostela Val-

] ley on Christmas Day as scores

mian in separate incidents ac-
ccrdmg to'the military’

“Philippine National Police to
remind its personnel across the

. country to brace for “more NPA

BIrOCities.” - e
QOn  Christmas

Infantry Battalion {IB}....

sREsand aveidicapture; the militarys
"The atfacks prompted the'

. ..der the 72nd IB, in Laak town
mornix;g,

some 30 communist rebels re-
portedly tried to seize Arbilito
Catampao, a miliffaman and
resident of Tubaon village in
Tarragona, Davao Oriental, and
assigmed at the Tubaon Patrol
Base of the Army's 72nd

Catampao was able tc r{i'n
said.

Insurgents from the NPA's
Guerilla Front 34 then harassed
the Melale Patrol Base, also un-

Compostela Valley, around 7:30

MS NPA CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS

they're somebody. You . sge?

pm.  Government  troops
stopped the rebels some 250
meters from the base.

The rebels withdrew after en-
gaging soldiers in a two-minute
firefight, according to Maj. Gen.
Noel Clement, commander of the

. Army’s soth Infantry Division (D).

There were no tasualties

fdmongithe miitamen and sols

diers, said Cap‘c Jerry Lamosao,
spokesperson for the 1oth ID, but
Clement believed that several
rebels were wounded. —with re-

. . PORTS.FROM NIKKG DIZON, FRINSTON -..-&

LIV AND JEANNETTE L ANDRADE. INQ
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New Peopie s Army (NPA) terrdrists on

“of the ceasefire, dunng the hohdays

1 therebel group.

. ¢ dsao chief of the Pubhc Affa:rs Office

by forces believed to be ﬁghters of the
- New. People S Army (NPA) at?: 30 p m

UTUAN'CITY = The Arried -
& Forces of the Philippines.
B (AFP denounced the alleged

| a government patrol base, as it scored A
the Communist group’s gross viclation «,

nnpiemented by: the government and_ P

Inastatameﬂt Capt.J emyS Lamm;-’._w.were “able to immediately.established.. -
CPAGY ofthemﬁimfantzyl}mswn @ ith:

1| D), bared that Melale Patro! Base n .
i Barangay Melale Laak, Compostelh :
"Valley Province (CVP) was attacked . -

on Christmas Day.

base managed to push the raiders
. "backto the northwest forested area

brief exchange of gunfire,

- “The raiders belong to guerrilla-
“front Committee 34 of the CPP-NPA
‘Southern Mindanao Regional Commit-
. tee (SMRC)’ " the 10th ID spokesperson
claimed.

Lamoso said the govemment ﬂorces

a defensive position, and was able to
"positioned approximately 250 meters
northwest from the said patrol base.”

“There was no casualty on the

.- government side and undetermined .

: »number of casualties on the 51de ofthe .

"~ “He said the defenders of the patrol-

‘in Barangay Melale, after more than a -
¥ -attack by the communist-;

‘Feturh fird af the teprorists who'were®

NPA terrorists,” he said.

The 10th ID spokesperson said the
harassment was unsuceessful because
all field units of the 10th ID were on
full alert, and were vigilant for pos-
sible CPP-NPA attacks on government
troops and vulnerable communities.

Lamoso also disclosed another
alleged violation of the ceasefire with
the attempied abduction of CAFGU

Active Auxiliary (CAA) member Ar

ipilito A. Catampao of Tuboan Patrol
Base-of-Fifth-CAA Brave -Company-

_of the 72nd IB in Barangay Tubaon of
““that'same municipality at 9:30'4m.on
* December 26, the day of the 40th CPP

anniversary.
“CAA Catampao was chased in
Sitip Madian of that same barangay

deracertain Aka Jekol, command-

8 and a certain Ramie, commanding
officer of SECOM 15 of the CPP-NPA
SMRC at Sitio Madian of the same Ba-
rangay. However, Catampao managed
to run away and escaped,” Lamoso
said.

President Rﬁdngo Roa Duterte had
earlier declared a unilateral ceasefire .
that took effect at 6 p.m. December 23

until 6 p.m. December 26, 2017, and

will resume 6 p.m. of December 30
unfil 6 pm. of January 2, 2018. As a
response, Jose Maria Sison of CPP also
made a staternent, telling the NPA to
do the same specially with the CPP’s
founding anniversary. celebration on
December 286.
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i dem s ceasefire declaration for the

. hohday season, but maintain their
active defense position.
" “Our units and troops on the

. gmund will rernain ready to respond

10 any violent threat or atack that ™"

* may be perpetratéd by the NPA

“against. our peopie and vulnerable
communities,” " Arevalosaid, '
“We call on our lost brothexs inthe
| NPAto reassess theirstand and take the
: peaceﬁﬂpaﬁltopeaceandrmntome

folds of the lawso that ﬂleycanbemﬁl.

their farpilies and becomne productive
: cmwab of the cammumty, ! he added.

| Chr;stmas attack

Arevalm noted that thé NPA

armed wing of the Comrﬁuﬂlst\f'rﬁ

: Pé_lfty{of the Philippines (CPP);

; vmiated its ‘own ceasaﬁne delara’ ¢

" tions Before; * ‘since they have, for the

.."Iongest ume, lgst ﬂleu' zd logacal

: Ma; Gen Noel Clement com-

g _mander of the Phllippme Army’s_

first attack happened on December
25, Christmas Day at 9:30 a.m.
in Barangay Tubaon, Tarragona,

‘Davao Oriental, -

\ceaseﬁ're' shall be in effect from .
+6:00 plftof December 23 to 6:00
"p.m, ‘of December 26; and 6 OO
pm. OfDecember 3010 6:00 p.m.

of Iannary 2, 2018," NPA spokes-. |
_~"manjorge "Ka Oris” Madlos said.”

The governmem ceasefire was

“set on the sartie dates, but until
A 599 '

'mb Bf December 26 2017

tary Qépokééma'n. said
1D vwouid stick to-the Presi-:

iLEC AFTRTIND ™ a1 st e s

Ab{)ut 30 COl’ﬂ‘E’i’lUI’llSi ﬁght ” o :
s €rs at{empted to__abduct Ambilito

Fordes Geographlcal Unit {Cafgn) =~

- member, who was assigned at a

-patrol base under the 10th Infantry
; Dmsmn (D). .

" The NPA tebels managed to -
" escape from the scene. Clement
"said the fully armed communist
* fighters were under the command

of “Jekol” and “Ramie,” NPA com-

- manding officers,

U o Infantry Division, said the e

+~12@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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Hours after in Melale v:llage,

Laak Com postela. Valley; an un- 13 about twominutes, with the NPA

withdrawing toward the northwest
e Guerilla Front 34 direction of the encounter site. -

determmed fumber of NPA mem-:

f"harassed’“a Cafgu patrel base’

ersin Compostela Valley lasted' for

" Clement said there were ng ca-

unde the* ;’lnd Infantry Battalion. } sualtles on the side of the military,

“Appmz;gmate}y, the terro}:sts
'Were : po ned at more or'less -
' ter§ northwest from the Sald
'[patro} base} he'saidifi a report, -

Clement said trgops zmmech—

ate}y estabhshed a defenswe pos;- :

‘rebels r;zad;a thé: ﬁrst shc:ts

. ‘The firefight between govein-
ment forces and communist fight- .

but daxmed there was an "undeter-
mined number of casualties”,
the side of the NPA, .

" “The harassment did not pros-
persince 10 1D is on full alert and

wgﬂant for possible CPP- NPA at-'

“ent told The Manila THHES "We
" havé Jaunched pursuit operanons

' Against these NPA rebels and it 1s

still ongomg
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ceasefire ng New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) ang

der, Major General Noel
S. Clement, malinaw na
paglabag sa idinelda-
rang ceasefire ng NPA

. NPA; lumabag sa tigil-putukan — AFP
Malinaw na pagla:-
bag ‘sa idineklarang:

miyembro ng Guerilla
Front 34 sa Melale Patrol
Base ng 1st Platoon,
4th CVP CAPGU Active

tangkeng pagdukot ng  ang nasabing insidente.  Awxitiary Corps sa falim
.- mga-rebelde sa isang Sa report ni 10th ID  ng 7218 sa Brgy Melale,
Citizen Active Auxiliary  spokesperson Capt. Jer-  Laak, Compostela Valley.
sa Compostela Valley at  ryLamosao, inangkang Iniulat ni Capt. La-

pangha-harrass saisang
_army detachment sa

dukutin ng 30 NFA sa
pamusmuno ni Ka Jekol

MOSA0 Dd PUInosisyon
ang mga NPA ng 250

Davao.Qriental noong  atKaRamie ang CAFGU metromula sa paro} base
December 25. na si Arbilito A. Catarmn-  pero dahil sa nakaalerto

Dahil dito, mariin pao sa Sitic Madian, angmga wopa, agad du-
itong kinondena ng Barangay Tubaon, Tar- ripensa ang mga ito na

Philippines (AFP) at

“ArmedrForces ofthe

~ragona; Davao-Oriental: -

nagresyiia. sa-pag-atras. -

Pahina. %

“Isa pang insidente ng kalaban matapos ang
% sinabi ni Philippines+ang paglusob:ng hindi - dalawangminutongbari- ... oo
Army 10 ID Comman-  pa matukoy na NPA na  lan. (Betchai Julian)
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m.mﬁ OF NEW WURDER CHARGE

Page: ’

SR

By _Marlon Ramos

Thg -“Department of. Iust:ce :
.{(DOJ) has ordered the filing ofa

new murder complaint against

v. persons

two.military. officers.and.sev-...

aftef the indictment of several
implicated in the
killing was stalled.

“We hope we have Some-

how partly given justice to Fa-
ther Tentorio,” Ong told re-
norter‘: T —

“You have no reason to kill

a persen who is not a combat- |
ant. It is plain murder,” Ong

stressed. “Theré’'s no politics
{in his killing). It has nothing 1o

do with the NPA. It's simple

murder.”,

eral others, including two

sriMaEnobearribesmenidentified:

with North Cotabato Rep. Nan-

cy Catamco, for the killing of

Italian missionary Fausto Ten-
torio six'vears ago.

tam: State Prosecutor Peter

Describing it as “plain and
simple murder,” Senior Assis-

R supposed affihanon with™

leftist groups was “not impor-

fant” in the reinvestigation

they conducted into the Oct. 17,
201%; kﬂimg of the Itahan

Cathohcpnest

. "=just1ce Secretary Vltahano.-
Aguirre. 1 had earlierissued
-Departnient Order No. 208 di-

recting Ong to revisit the case

-~ previously

s kone assassm
He sald at least 20 soldlers
belonging to the Army’s 57¥:h

Infantry Battalion based in

Makilala town, North Cotabhato

_.province, took part in planning

the killing of Tentorio, who

was gunned down by a loneas-
““sassin inside the compoind of
“Our Mother of Perpetual Help ™
_Parishin Arakan.

The communist New Peo-

; ple’s Army (NPA) and the Moro

Islamic Liberation Front had
supported the
claims of residents and local

church workers that the mili-.
. tary had orchestrated Tento-
 rio’s murder.

Recommended to be

i
i

sithargedeweresArmys Lt Colorni sy

Espiritu, Jimmy Ato, his broth-
er Robert Ato, Jan Corbala,
Nene Durado, Kaing Labi,
Joseph Basol, Edgar Enocc, Ro-
mulo Tapgos, William Bue-

naflor and a certaun aixas Ka-

tong

to be members of a paramili-
tary group called “Bagani”

- Catamco had earlier admitted

that she had provided them
with a lawyer.

The new complaint, howev-
er, will stili hiave to go through
a regular preliminary investi-
gation, Ong clarified. NQ

Joven Gonzales, Major Mark |

“The Ato ‘nrothers ware gaid o
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BIFF kills Maguindanao
ethmc group. chaeﬂam --

By JOHN unson RS

MAGUINDANAO -
Members of the. Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters
(BIFF) shot dead a chieftain
of the ethnic Teduray tribe
in Datuy Saudi town on

- Tuesday.

‘Diego MetDagadas
stffered multiple gunstiot

“wounds and dled at the
. scene

- Initial mvests\gat;s)n

"D spokesman, had sald L

: military offensxve

13, not 4 sﬁam
m air strike

‘Members of the munici-
pal peace and order councils
in Shariff Aguak, Datu Saudi

““and Datu Unsay maintained

that the BIFF lost 13 mem-

-bers, eight of them minors.
‘They said five bandits were

killed in the air strike.
Capt. Arvin Encinag, 6th

| - showed BIFF gunmen -
d th

1" Dagadas on M. Firis and
‘shot him at close range..,

- edly detopated an imipro
. vised expfaswe device.

uny

The bandits also report~ '

,eforetlg aescaped 3
~Maj. Gen Atnel'¢

apparent zetahatmn for-

the BIFF's loss in-the air .
and ground assault'en the -,
bandits’ lair in Datu Unsay

The air strike was

" launched after BIFF gunmen

dttacked an Army detach-
ment and burned the houses

fof Teduray villagers.

Dela Vega said they
ave: txghtened securityin:

etaliatory attacks,
“Our security efforts..are

. :"supparted by local govern-

- 1hent officials in Magum-
danao,” he said.

opulated-areasto prevent i

alksp.
: vlliagers in Datu
them down ch M

t's left of the'houses o c Teduray
gulndanao after BIFF b‘andits burned

< JOMN uusmg

_.onMonday, . . -~Maguindanao Gov.
* Abu Misry Mama, Sl “Esmael Mangudadatu said
.§pokesman for the BIFE had - he requested the police to
3 earher conhrmed that they secure roads against pos-
suffered casualties in the V_;_;sable bombings. -
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GEPLOYED T0 HELP
ARAW! REHA

INF

‘ BYL KariR. °F5.mP§s :
@kocampoINQ

Lr

3 Py

Soldiers who stared ﬁeaiﬁ in
the face in the war onthe Is-
lamic State in Marawi City
waould have fo give life to-
the. concept . of -, turning.

~der .an order by President

....the lead agencies in imple-

quoted Mr. Diterte as saying
at a briefing last week for
.-Pinol and Defense Secretary
Deifin ‘Lovenzana in. Biliran
that letting soldiers operate
farm machines in Marawi
would preventarepeatof “ir-. -
regularities iy the past” when.
farm equipment and inputs |
for farmers “ended up in the -
~hands of local politicians
who used these tools for per- |
" sonal benefits.” '
“Stop that practice,” Pifiol
guoted Mr. Duterte as telling
him. and Lorenzana at the
briefing. “Fix the way gov-.
ermnment helps so that it will
be the people who will bene-
fit,” the President said, ac-
cording to Pinol.
The DA and Department

“of Defense (DND) would e ™

‘Duterte Creating s soccalted .

Army agricultural engineer-

ing company. ST
_According to Agriculture’

Secretary Emmanuel Pifiol,

S the order Would'mquire, e

diers with skills in operating
. farm machines to Stayputine. oo
©* Marawi and revive the city's .
- agricuiture or what's left of it
as memmbers of the new com-
Spany. . L
.. The sold'i'ezs-tmned—égri—
cultural = engineers would
help Marawi’s fishermen and
farmers get back.on their
feet. . .
They would operafe trac- -
tars, .. plapters, . harvesters,, .
threshers and other farmmas,
chines.whilethe Department
_of Agriculture (DA) . would
provide _seen}s and  other
- farming i.np_utﬁ, according to
Pifiolin a Facebpok post, -

to form the agricultural engi-
neering company of soldiers.
The DA would provide there-
sources while the DND would

‘tap qualified soldiers. .
The agricultural engi-

..charge. .of. machinery .safes . ...
keeping. Local government
officials, who would need the
machines, would have to dea] )
directly with the Army.

“The tractors will plow
the fields for free while the
DA will provide additional
assistance such as white corn
seeds, rice seeds and farm in-
puts,” Pinol said in his FB
poOstL

“The strategy is expected

. to hasten the agricultural re-

covery of the area,” he said.

The DA on Wednesday
turned over a first batch of
tractors to the DND for agri-
culture operations in Marawi
and expects to provide by the -

first guarter of 2018 all farm .

equipment that the Army

agricultural engineers wounld

' . ]
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cado, that there wz-is no direc-

“Before that wéfd had been
-gomg around “that Mercado---'-3~

2 Lorenzana and Guerrerc were

Navy project
_team’s stand on various issues
"-that came up against Hyundai
- - Heavy Industries, the South Ko-_ .
' rean company that was award-

‘ed the warships contract.

-’V]oseph Mer- g

e

: A pumber of officers and

.« ‘other service members beheveci '
- “Mexcado, in holding the line-on,
the warship contract; was. ]ust--
-protectmg the Navy's interest.

The-DND, however, beheved .
othgmlse _

" Canned by phone
“-Mercado-learned-about-his

management .

R.c;rialduJoseph Merz;adc‘;. . '

dzsrmssal_ whxle: presiding over

Dec. 18,

lon contract for waxsh&ps

+ .Still; the transfer of com-+
mand”' to’ Rear Adm. Robert

Empedrad, who was swomn in

on Dec. 19, came so abruptly it

sent shock waves, throagh the
entire military. -

A ranking Navy official, re-.

guesting anonymity, said the
incident sent a “chilling mes-
sage” to, the military-that any-
one, even a flag officer in,com-
mand (FOIC), can be releved
unceremoniously.

Mercado had supported the

province. - -
ymetime between 4 pm

and'§ p.m., word that Mercado

had been sacked came by
phone, with an aide relaying it
to the Navy chief at the confer-

- ence.
Verbal directives are not un-

commnon in the military, espe-
cially if the decision had been

previously discussed, but the

-written orders follow.

Mercado texted Guerrero
about the phoned-in directive.
The military chief replied in the
negative, only to text an hour

n' the year-end cornmand confer-" 1
© cence of the Navy and the
. Marines at the Philippine Navy
.Officers’ Club in Taguig City on

he had been sacked

‘What happened between the
denials and the confirmation is
. hazy. .
 Defense - Secretaxy Delfin - .

Benighted ‘guidance’

" cado’ s relief was decided on'the

night of Dec. 18—a puzzle, be-
cause Mercado learned that he
had been sacked between 4 p.m.
and 5 p.rn. that day.

“So while we were in Biliran,
I directed General Guerrero tg
implement his relief the follow-
ing day,” Lorenzana said.

The defense chief did not
deny that Guerrero had earlier
toid Mercado that tatk of his re-
lief was not true, that there was
no directive.

“Because that was the only
time we received the guidance,”

ec. 24, Lﬂrenzana LODL
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ter to” “the - President - recom-
~mendidg Mercados dismissal. -

I that'letter, Lorenzana ac-
_;‘cused Mercado of delaying the
warship: ;program - with insis-
‘tence on tapping Tacticog Thales

+.'But the Navs chiitract with
_‘E_Hyundal stipulates optigns be-
‘tween Hanwha Thales of South

Korea, a :.subcontractor -of
. Hyunda; and Tacticos Thales of

__the Netherlands to provide the
'u_rnbat management sys' & m

“forthe warships.” -

Lorenzana's words at the
news conference were exactly
the contents of his unsigned let-
ter to Mr. Duterte.

He did not deny the leaked
letter, which pictured Mercado as
an insubhordinate and uncoopera-
tive official whose whims had de-
layed one of the biggest, if not the

© The ,un,slgned letter was
leaked to the/ press: in early De-"
: ., zana and Mercado mef on Dec. 3
and the Navy. chief assured the'

~to.install.thei.combat. manage-...

mgnt system on twn fngates- -sign the letter to Mr. Duterte:

susndivthatlerter; borenzanasaid o
he formied a steering committee
headed by Defense Undersecre-
- tary. for Finance and Materiel
Raymundo Elefante to resolve .
the.issue with the Navy's pro-..

biggest, projects in the military’s

moderkﬁzatlon program.—-‘ :

‘ Hanwha dissolved

An Inquirer source said one’
reason why Mercado wanted o
g "go with Tacticos Thales was the
" -dissolution . of " the: Hanwha

Thales consortium in July 2016,

g lway before the contract was
Jtwas known however, that- .
he did not signa four—page let-

signed with Hyundaj. -
Hyundai, however, wanted

to use Hanwha Systems,- the

subcontractor that had replaced
Hanwha Thales, for the job.
The -source said that Loren—

defense secretary that he was not

. delaying the warship program.

Lorenzana, the source said,

-told. Mercado. that he, did.ngt....

mendation would be part of the
contract between the Navy and
Hyundal.

Curiously, the letter also
said that Mercado had told the

- DND.through a letter. "to-pro-

ceed without haste on the exe-
cution of the project as per con-

“tract agreement,” which meant

the former Navy chief had al-

ready agreed to what the DND
wanted.

Breach of procurement faw

At least two sources, howev-
er, said the formation of the
steering committee viclated the
Government Procurement Act,
which does not provide for a
steering committee but for a
technical working group to

ject management team.

As head of the steering com-
: “ypittee) Elefante ‘had th '
'thority to ‘resolve the technical

issnes” between the Navy and
Hyundai, according to the
leaked letter.

It also said the committee’s
resolution “affirmed” Hyundai's

selection of the combat manage-

ment system provider.
And it stated that the com-
mittee's findings and recom-

Tserveas thetechnicalarmof the™

bldS and awards committee,,

steering comrnittee in the first
week of December.

According 1o the leaked let-
ter, the DND staff and Empe-

drad, as the warship program

technical adviser, urged Loren-

czana:incAugust to.direct-thens.

“Lorenzana - dissolved " the

_AFP.Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo’ -

Afo to instruct the Navy to fol-
low Hyundai's technical advice
to avoid further delay in the ac-
quisition of the frigates.

On the sidelines of the cele-
bration of Armed Forces of the
Philippines Day on Dec. 1g,
Empedrad told reporters that

the warship program was on
schedule. NG
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By LeilaB. Salaverrla
@Leﬁas]éNQ F _

’\

After a five- menth battle be-
tween governinent forces and
Islamic State-inspired’ terror-

ists that reduced Marawi City

to rubble, amodern city isenvi-

sipned to rise from the rdins of -
this ‘Lanao -del Sur:provincial -

capital, said an official of a gov-

ernment task force leading the

c_1t3fs rebulldmg

plans for the rehabmtauon and

: x.osfs rangmg fr'om‘“f’g,ﬁ
to P86 bilion.. .

the best, + -

The TWG consists of repre--
sentatives from the Depart-

ment of Finance, National Eco-
nomic and Development Au-
thority, Department of Budget

and Mandgement, Department

of Public Works and Highways,
the Housing and Urban Devel-

opment Coordinating Council,

and the Bases Conversion and
Develdpment Authority. -

Once the TWG selects a pro-

Eduardo del’ Rosario; Task

cewed six proposed master .

Del Rosano saxd a mulhagen« f

" proposals from which it would s .
select what it considers to be -

uiating 6 midster phin

Accompanied by soldiers, a group of mayors and officials of Lanao del Sur province visits

Marawi to see the ruins of the provincial capital. —ricHEL v. umeL

posal, itwould be subjécted to a
Swiss challenge, where another
developer would submit acom-
peting bid.

In a press conference in
~Lanao del Sur on Wednesday,

Del Rosario said the govern-
ment woiild select either a low-

. er bid offering the same quality

as the chosen proposal, or a

' “better offer” to the one pro-

posed by the lowestbidder.
“So we will get the best of-

. fer that we can have and we can

be assured that the govern-
ment will get the best develop-
er in this project,” he said.

The reconstruction of Ma-

for city’s reconstiuition wolth P38B.-PRE

rawi will be a build-iransfer or
turnkey proiect, where the de-
veloper will design and construct
the project before turning it over
to the government, he said.
Presidential spokesperson
Harry Roque said this mode
was chosen because President
Duterte himself thought bid-
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dings could be prone to. VI

...and other irregularities. =
. Del Rosario said he expect-
ed Marawi's rehabilitation to
begin in April or May next year.
The plan includes the re-
‘moval of the remaining shells
of buildings in the central busi-
ness district, which .will be re:
built, he said. _
The proposed imprave-
ments include widening the
roads, bringing power lines un-
. derground,. and building a
sewage treatment plant to en-
sure that wastewater dis-
* charged into Lake Lanao had .

been treated, he said.. -

1 he' pians forEMarawfalso

“grand centtal market and three
public markets, an economic
zone for manufacturing facili-
ties, andasports complex.

In thé meantime, the gov- - -

- ernment will provide 1 170 tern-

- porary. shelters with . runnin

T water ‘and’ electru:lty for {
“placedresidents. o

" Del Rosarig said the turn-
over of these housing units
.wauld be compieted by the end
. of February. _
The fighting in Marawi dis-
placed more than 200,0000 res-
“idents, -nearly half of whom
- had been allowed to retumn to
«sheir home villages starting last
month, NG
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" dent Duterte already had suffi-

By DI Vap‘ :
@dee}ayapﬂf{l

The Consntutmn does sk allow

repeated ;éxtensions of martmi :

law to prevent itg pexpemamon

. according to ‘opposition law-
makers Who petitioned the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
o declare unco;j_ itional the
detision by Congréss to, extend
martial rule in Mmdanao for a
year ) >

cient powers to deal with any
violence in the region.

In a statement, Lagman said
extending martial law against
remngnts of pro-Islamic State
{IS) gn;aup fighters whao laid
51ege~£o Marawi City was “akin

to killing a fly with a sledge- ‘

hammer.” -

Mr. Duterte declared martial
Jaw in Mindahao on May 23
when the siege began. The mar-
tial law period was extended in
July to the end of the yeagby the

Senate and the House of Repre:- ...

-Albay - Rep. ‘Bdcel Lagman'
hisaeolls al i yotel

" the high tr_1buna1 to issue a tem-
' porary réstraining order to stop

the authontlas from 1mple-_

men’cmg the extension=in, thig

troubled south, saying . there_ -

“Wagno actual’ Tebellion® to'jus-

sentatwes in a Jomt session
In October,

five months of heavy fighting
that killed more than 1,000 peo-

_ple,including about 800 1S-in- ..

spired fighters and 164 govern-
mentircops and police. i

G thiliaditn
govemment
troops recovered Marawi ‘after

- On Dec, 13, majority law-
makers voted fora sgcond time

. to extend martial law in Min-

danao for ore year ‘beginning
Jan.1upon the recommendation

“of military. and police authori-

tlES

. Named respondents in the
petltxon were Senate President
Aguilino ‘Pimentel [H, Speaker
Pantaleon” Alvarez, Executive
Secretary Salvador Medialdes,
Defense Secretary Delfin Loren-

" zana, Budget Secretary Ben-

jamin Dickno, and Armed
-Forces.of.the Bhilippines.Chief-

of Staff Gen Rey Leonardc___ '

In addition to the absence
of an actual rebellion, the peti-
tioners said Pimentel and A}-
vareg, supported by the “super-
majority” in the two chambers,-
“unduly constricted the peri-
od” to debate the proposed ex-

tify it Besides, they said, Presi-

“'I‘hreats ofvmlence and ter-

rorism by remnants of van-
_quished terrorist groups do not
- constifite a constitutional basis
- for.extension of martial law be-
- cause :‘imiminent danger’ has
_been deleted asa ground forim-
- posing..martial law under the

1987 Constitution,” Lagman and.

the others said,
Co “The reextension of one full
_'year idefies the unequivocal in-
tent and mandate of the Consti~
tution of having a limited dura-
tion” of martial law and its ex-
tension,” the petitioners sajd.
“The Constitution does not al-
low a series of £extensions or re-

OFF{CE OF THE ARMY CHII

extensjons. of .- ‘@ martial law

proclamation,: wh;ch may lead
; to‘extensions in perpe;tmty "

. They said the extensign had:

“no faczuaf anchorage”  and
showed “grave abuse of discre-
tion.”

PreSLdentlai
Harry Roque said there was'np
need to fear a permanent. mar-
tial law in Mindanao. :

“Perpetuity is- something
that the President, Congreés, and
Supreme Court will . never al-
‘low,” he said in a text message,
Roque earlier said martial

law "was - necessary to thwart-

terrorisis and it would also help
secure the rehabihtatlon andre-
consrruc_tmn of Marawi.

The  restraining orcier

. sought by the opposition would

. be "a very, very long shot” for

- the petitioners, accordmg to Pi-
mentel.

“We wouldn’t do something

'unconstxmtmnaliy, consciously -

or {ntentionally,” Pimentel said
inatext message.

spokesperson '

lLagman said rebellion or in-
vasion "must be actual not con-
tlngent to justify martial law.

“It must be real, not contrived,”
he said,

The “remmants” of defeated
terrorist groups cited as a
ground for extending mamal
law were being molded *
apparent menacing agres in-

- stead of preempting them by
i Drdmary military and police op-
-erations without the need for

extending martial law.”
Lagman said martial law in
Mindanao should not be ex-

tended “simply to subdue resid-
ual phantoms.”

The petitioners also asked

_the Supreme Court to accord ju-

dicial notice to the approval by
both the Senate and the House
of the reextension because no

copy of Congress’ joint resolu-
tion was avaitahls  mae
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and Alvarez “unduly constmcted” the
‘period:of delibération and mterpeﬂa--
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oo Hesaid: “Incariother 10 Years, in 2002, ACD broke

Cimn ;E}e ‘billionaires’ column’ and created subsidiaries
suchgs the KoopKing which operates alending, general
services and land transportation business for members;
the RAMCEL Convenient Bag Corp. that operates con-
venience stores for its members; ang the Leading Edge
International Aviation Academy Inc. (LEIAAD which it

opened in 2007 in Poro Point, La Union.” ,
The aviation academy was a brainchild of retired
Maj. Gen. Gilbert Lianto, ACDI chairman and one of the
original 15 founders of the cooperative. It has since pro-
.duced pilots who are now employed by major airlines.
...~ The ACDI created i/ 2002 an agri-busingss division
thatisinto agriculture and food production. In2014, the
CDA reco ong of the biggest and.most

G

ears. later, ACD

Alr charter company that pr oy
ElAALgraduates: Lastyear it also'6rganize g
M Aces Travel and Tours Inc. (KATTSD) as complementary
departme P - business to LEASCOR and other ACDI subsidiaries.

Ballesteros, the cooperative’s spokesman, said the . The cooperative, serving armed forces persormel,
Fokker was the firstto be purchased by the Leading Edge - counts on at least 152,380 members nationmwide in the =
Alr Services Corp. (LEASCOR), a subsidiary of the Avia- active service, retirees, reservists, regular AFP civilian -~

- ﬁanadétDeveldpirmtInc,;.(ACDI)'whidrregistemdwiﬂ1' T employees and dependents. Its president is retired Brig.
- the Cooperative Develo ment Authority (CDA) in 1982, Gen. Lorenizo Sumicad, formerly Deputy WingCom- -
© ... The cooperative’s 'C_Earte;: plane.-service e terprise .mander of the Spedial Operationis Wingand I’étefé&:’tiﬁ'g’*’ L

-will be hased in.this Freeport ord

g ng(«ommaﬂderof6OOthA1rBaseng R

I * Migratory birds avoiding Candaba?

-HAS the Candaba Swamp, world-famous as haven
of fnigratory birds flecing the wintry cold of the North,
including mainland Chinga, losing out to more hospitable

 feeding grounds in Central Luzon?

] : : ilicopter gy J Professional bird watcher Juanita Santos-Ancheta
- "during the secessienist w rin Mindanao waged by t - reports that migratory ducks, which used to be among
+ ‘Moro National Liberation Front led ] oy Nur Misuari. the most numerous fowls in the Candaba wetlands,
"The ACDY grew in assets to- ecome one of the big- have become a rarity there. She shared her notes with

'and most sticcessful cooperatives;recognized by CAMI in its foram [ast Friday at its Bale Balita (House
o oeid. "Its contrbuting to the couniry’s | of News) here
velopmientby way of its aAviatioprschool based in Poro For decades, the sw,
"Peoint; La Unijon, and. providing employment th pugh - of bird watchers worldwide for its migrant wild du,
. 1ts air.charter business handled by LEASCOR” - . and other fowt and birds escaping the harsh winter of
= allesteros, who usedtobePAF spokesmnan atClark, Siberia, New Zealand, Meng_olia and other partsof Asia.
- tecalled that by 199, or in just 10 years of operation,

-ACDI broke into the “raillionaires’ column” among
.cooperatives, . L

amp has been a favorite vantage

. !
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Disagreement between then Candaba Mﬁz’or Jerry
Pelayo, whose conservationist policy favored the migra-
 toryispecies; and developers and farmers who consid-
. eredfh e visiting feathered friends anuisance and threat -
to their livelihood, has contributed to the decline of the
_Swampasahaven . e
. “It could also be dlimate change, who knows?” An-
cheta said about the new migration pattern. With the
- flocks seeking more hospitable areas abundant with
food suchas figh, snails and insects, she said bird watch-
ers have begun to follow them to other places.
. RommelM. santiago, provincial environment and nat.-.
- uralresourcesofficer, told the CAMI forum that a new bird
sanctuary in Barangay TortiHlas in Balanga City in Bataan
hias beerl attracting a gmwinicmwd of bird watchers.
., Among the species Ancheta has photographed in
the less developed fringes of Clark were: Grey-faced
Buzzard, Common Kestrel, Chinese Goshaw, Red
Junglefow], Brown Shrike, Brown-breasted Kingfisher,
~Commion Kingfisher, Grey Wagtail, and Arctic Babbler.
- I mismanaged, their presence may pose a problem for

* airport operations.

<010 2009 ornithologists counted some 12,000 migra- ) S ————————

e tionof the estimated 100,000 wild Phy ippine and Asian
ducks recorded in the 1980s,

. Michael Ly, then president of Wild Bird Club of the

Philippines, had noted that among the 50 or so wetland

and small Arctic warblers that return to continental _
- Swamp prompted the Candaba municipal board to set
- aside onSept.27, 2004, Fart of the wetland as a bird sanc.
 tuary. From an origina 32,000 hectares of the Swamp, a
. 72-hectare reserve as been carved out, most of it owned
by formerMayor PeIa);c), fer mugratory birds,
*

ﬁﬁVISORY: Past Postscripts can be accessed at
amail.com. Follow me on Tewitter as @FDPascual,
f_gedb‘dck?’goi Jdp333@yahoo.com '
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www.dwdd.com.ph

SANTA IN CAMOUFLAGE | 42IB Brings Joy and Gifts to TY Vinta Victims

Posted by: Alvin Santiago

GUTALAC, Zamboanga del Norte (DWDD) ~ A Christmas picture of a Santa Claus is an obese man

with an over-sized red robe, overgrown beard, and a heavy knapsack on his back, but what if the reat
Santa Claus wears green with heavy boots instead?

These Santa Claus did more than just give gifts but hope. They are soldiers-the valiant 42nd Infantry-.....

- Tagapagtanggol Battalion who carried food and water for the typhoon victims on foot in Brgy. Canupong,

Gutalac, Zamboanga del Norte. They braved through the treacherous roads of mud and dirt just to get to
the victims last December 23,

© Y Oriental last Friday, December 22 by 1-45am. The tro

.. Accarding to the weather news by Rappler; Vinta: (international name Tembin) made its RaAIAA D4vas

pical depression was reported to have maximum

winds of 60 km/h and gustiness of up to 90km/h. It placed Southern Palawan, Zamboanga del Norte,
Zamboanga del Sur, and Zamboanga Sibugay in Signal Number 1.

Christmas eve, December 24.

" undying Filipino resilience, these soldiers risked through perilous slopes to bring supplies in Brgy.

Canupong.

Though Christmas may look different now and the air may seem a little bit colder, these soldiers are

bringing home that despite the storm, people could still celebrate Christmas. These soldiers are models
of hope and redemption, the silver lining after the rain.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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rmath of the typhoon left many people to clean up the mess after the flooding. But wih the
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These Santa Claus soldiers risked their safety, set aside their Christmas preparations, and interrupted

their holiday to make sure that typhoon victims could still celebrate Christmas with full stomachs even if
they are not in their homes.

Heroism like this just goes to show that the stereotypical Santa Claus is not always red because Santa
Claus could be a soldier too.

42nd Infantry Battalion's Mother unit is the 9th Infantry “SPEAR” Division based in Bicol Regiop. With
the battalions deployment in Mindanao, 1st Infantry “TAbAK” Division tock command of the unit. A Story.. ..
~ by Mizzy Chinggay / Photo credit to Capt. Macario of 42 infantry Battalion

www.dwdd.com.ph

“DIRTY TACTICS | 10ID Denounces NPA violation of Geasefire

Posted by: Alvin Santiago

Camp General Manuel T Yan Sr., Mawab, Compostela Valley (DWDD) — On December 25, 2017,
9:30 in the morning, CAA Arbilitc A Catampao resident of Sitio Madian, Brgy Tubaon, Tarragona, Davao
Oriental and assigned at Tuboan Patrol Base, 5th DOR, CAAC, BCoy, 72IB, 10iD. PA Barangay Tubaon
of same Municipality under $Sg Bienvinido L Paquita Jr was chased and attempted to be captured by
more or less thirty (30) fully armed Communist/Terrorist under a Kumander Jekol and kumander Ramie

of SECOM 15, SMRC at Sitio Madian of same Barangay. Catampao managed to run away and
escaped.

On December 25, 2017, 7:30 P-m., Melale Patrol Base (PB) of 1st Platoon, 4th CVP CAFGU Active
....Auxilliary Company under.721B.located -at-Brgy-Melale; Laak:-Compostels Valley was harassed by ™
. (nastermined numbers of terrorists NPASs believed to be members of Guerilla Front (GF) 34, SMRG, -

Approximately, the terrorist positioned at more or less 250 meters northwest from the said patrof base.

Upon sensing that the detachment was being harassed, the troops immediately established.defensive. . .

~position and returned fire. The firefight lasted for about two {2) minutes and the enemy withdrew towards
Northwest direction. e

“The harassment di notpmsper smce? OIDIS on f'.u.lt”a.lért' and Vigilant for poésibﬁe CPP-NPA altacks on
our people and vulnerable communities. It was noted that the President declared unilateral ceasefire
that took effect on 6:00 p.m. of Decembper 23, 2017 uniil 6:00 p.m. of December 26, 2017 and will

resume on 6:00 p.m. of December 30, 2017 until 6:00 p.m. of January 2, 2018,

As a response, Jose Maria Sison of CPP made a statement, telling the NPA to do the same s

pecially
that CPP founding anniversary celebration is on December 26.

Major General Noel S Clement commented, “/f was absolutely clear violation of ceasefire made by the
terrorist NPA to disrupt our efforts in making sure Christmas will be cefebrated peacefully. Their

celebration is usually accompanied by armed attacks against the people that reflect their true color asa
criminal organization void of any ideology.”

The CPP-NPA-NDF lost its ideological mooring and all its actions reflect a terrorist organization rather ;
than what they claim to be. It is in this light that we call on their members to take a good look at their

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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organization and reflect deeply so that they may be able to decide to come back into the fold of the law,
be with their families and become productive citizens of the community.

“101D will abide by the government’s SOMO and will maintain active defense posture in our AOR to
thwart any alrocily, deception and sabotage that the CPP-NPA is planning to stage,” MGen Clement
added. 10DPAO/MCAG

www.dwdd.com.ph
BENEFITS OF PEACE | Former NPA Receives Early Christmas Gift

Posted by: Alvin Santiago

KUTA SANG-AN, Labangan, Zamboanga del Sur {DWDD)} — Rudy Libre Niadas, aka Marlon, a rebel

returnee, receives an early Christmas gift from the Local Government Unit of Ipil, Zamboanga Sibugay
Province Wednesday.

The sixty five thousand pesos (Php 65,000.00) worth of paycheck that Rudy received is.part of the.. oo

+henefits of the Comprehensive Local Integration Program (CLIP) that the government offers to rebol

returnees.

Rudy surrendered last July 1 this year to the troops of 44 infantry “Agile and Stable” Battalionat

..boundaries of Brgys Dampalan and Lourdes all of Pagadian City.

e “Brig: General Jacinto'R. Baréng, 102 Brigade Commander, and Lt. Col. Jonathan P. Obena, 44" |8
Battalion Commander, handed the paycheck to Rudy at the Provincial Capitol.

- Sovernor Willer Y. Palma of Zamboanga Sibugay Provinice, together with Vics Gov. Eldwin M. Albutdan. |

“The 1% Infantry “Tabak” Division in partnership with the Local Governments Units in our area of
operation is serious in implementing the CLIP for the rebel returnees who want to return to the folds of
the law.” Said Brig. General Roseller G. Murillo, 1 Infantry Division Commander.

“We hope that more rebels will surrender this yuletide season so that they coutd spend the and
celebrate it with their love ones.” He added. 1DPAO/MCAG

. Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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www.dwdd.com.ph
PEACEFUL LIFE | Another NPA Surrenders to 44IB

Posted by: Alvin Santiago

KUTA MAJOR CESAR L SANG-AN, Pulacan, Za,boanga Del Sur (DWDD) ~-One NPA member

voluntarily surrendered to the government troops of 44" infantry “Agile n Stable” Battalion, 1st Infantry
{TABAK) Division.

Benson Niadas, alias Rey, a medic of Mindanao Regional Guerilia Unit, Western Mindanao Regional
Party Committee, brought along his M16 rifle during his surrender.

Based on his revelations, aka REY was involved in the recent encounter of 53 Infantry Battalion in Bgry
Gasa Lakewood, Zamboanga del Sur on 8 and 10 December 2017 respectively where one NPA was
killed and six high powered firearms ware recovered by govermnment forces,

+law:and to-avail the Comprehensive Local Tntegrat on Program

- Accordingly, Rey was convinced by his relative, also a sﬁ_fg_ndg;ggfgg__m__44_!_ﬁ,___’g_c_n_ return fo the folds of v
(CLIP) of the government. The
government forces’ sincerity in protecting the rebel returnees, helped in convincing him to surrender.

He also stressed that he is tired of hiding, experienced hunger and hardships and dissatisﬁed of the
..communist terrorist ideology and policies. - e GRS

..Rey also.menticned-that

 this holiday seaeen o someof his comrades are planning to surfender just to be with their families |

The 102" Infantry Brigade, 1 Infantry (TABAK) Division, Philippine Army under the leadership of Brig.
General Jacinto R Bareng has intensified efforts against communist terrorist through combat operations
and information dissemination with the support of all local chief executives and other stakeholders so

that those who wanted to return and surrender can avail the Comprehensive Local Integration Program
of the government.

“The surrender and revelation of Benson Niadas is a proof that there are more NPA members who are

tired and wanted to live normal and peaceful lives.” said Brig. General Roseller G Muritio, 13 Infantry
Division Commander.

“The Tabak troopers will assist surrenderees so that they can avail the benefits of the CLIP.” He
added. 1DPAG/MCAG
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www.inquirer.net
Military says NPA insincere in holiday ceasefire
By: Allan Nawal

DAVAC CITY ~ The military on Wednesday accused the communist rebels of being insincere and

blamed the New People’s Army (NPA) of Vviolating their unilaterally-declared .ceassfire. following two e

 alleged Christmas day attacks on government forces in Davao Oriental and Compostela Valley.

Earlier, New People’s Army (NPA) spokesperson Jorge Madlos, using the alias Ka Oris, announced thgt
the central committee of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) o_rdered the ceasefire "in
observance of the Filipino people’s traditional holidays and the Party’s 49th anniversary” on Dec. 26.

.In a statement, Madlos said “all. NPA units and people’s militias shall cease and desist from carfying ot

- offensive military campaigns and operations” against government forces from 6 p.m. on Dec. 23 to 6
p.m. on Dec. 26 and from 8 p.m. on Dec. 3010 § p.m. on Jan. 2.

But Maj. Gen. Noel Clement, the commander of the army's 10th Infantry Division based in Compostela
Valley, reported that around 9:30 a.m. on December 25, communist rebels chased and tried to abduct
militiaman Arbilito Catampago, in Barangay Tubaon in Tarragona, Davao Oriental.

Clement said the militiaman, who was in Sitio Madian in Tubaon, escaped captivity by running as fast as
he could.

Around 7:30 p.m., still on Christmas day and while its self-announced truce was in effect, the NPA also
harassed a militia outpost in Barangay Melale in Compostela Valley.

Clement said a brief firefight ensued, wherein it was believed that the NPA suffered, casuatties. ...

H

“The harassment did not prosper since the 10th 1D is on full alert and vigitant for possible CPP-NPA
attacks on our people and vuinerable communities,” Lamosao added.

T Clement said the incidents were clear violatibns of thémcéasefire the NPA had declared.

- But he said the milftary had ‘expecteid tHie Tebels o vivlate thelr own fiice.

“ had'been told to be on'the loskotit for possible attempts by the rebels to disrupt peace.

“Their celebration is usually accompanied by armed attacks against the people that reflect their true
color as a criminal organization void of any ideology,” Clement added.

Despite the incidents, Clement said the military was not poised to run after the rebels

in deference to the
suspension of military and police action that President Rodrigo Duterte had declared.

“The 10th ID will abide by the government's SOMO and will maintain active defense posture in our (area

of responsibility) to thwart any atrocity, deception and sabotage that the CPP-NPA is planning to stage,”
he said.

The rebels had not made any statement on the supposed truce violations yet but earlier, it said it was
ready to face “the full-scale war” that the Duterte government would be unleashing on them next year.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

"

_— ere have been no casualty on the g overnment.. side.”- Capt.- Jerry: kamosao:  thes A0y
" 'spokesperson, told reporters.

which was why army units |




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

In a statement issued during the founding anniversary of the Communist Party of }he Philippines on
Tuesday, Ka Joaquin Jacinto, the National Democratic Front (NDF} spokesperson in the region, aiso
sald the New People’'s Army (NPA) would continue to exist to oppose the government's abuses.

“Despite the use of airstrikes, armed drones and prolonged focus operations, not one single NPA unit in

Mindanao was wiped out. The number of platoons and companies have in fact increased this year,” he
said.

Jacinto said NPA members were “ever willing to sacrifice their fives for the revolution and the people
than be servile to the fascist dictatorship of the US-Duterte regime.” . oo

“In spite of the constant black propaganda, bogus peace caravans and the incessant parade of fake or
recycled surrenderees, NPA Red commanders and fighters never faltered,” he added.

He said 2017 spelled victory to the NPA in Southern Mindanao, where it launched more than 300
attacks.

“There were a few well-chosen and well-executed head blows as wells as numerous attritive actions
against operating enemy troops, military camps and police outposts, making them suffer a casualty rate
of more than a battalion,” he said.

Jacinto said in total, NPA units in Mindanao confiscated high-powered firearms enough to arm a
battalion of rebels — including those who recently finished training.

“Given these resounding achisvements of the revolutionary movement under the leadership of the
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), the NDFP-Mindanao calls upon all revolutionary forces and
the struggling masses to redouble efforts in undertaking our basic ideological, political and
organizational tasks to advance the people’s democratic revolution until complete victory,” he added.

Jacinto also called on the NPA “to launch rmore and more tactical offensives, combining multipte attritive

actions with well-chosen and well-planned annihil_e_zt__ive__blows_g‘._aga_in_st___:the.u_fascisg..,AEp;pNp/param!-maW--~------.~---‘--=-----=-=-.m_m.n;

~troops™as the Duterte gevernment intensified its t:'ountér»revo!ution_ary moves.

“The NPA st b determined to bring the people’s war 1 new heiahte” o aes

Peace talks between the

government and the rebels had collapsed with both side accusing each other
of insincerity.

- In November, President Duterte canceled talks with the rebels and iater signed an order, tagging the

CPP and the NPA as terror GIOUDS. APV i

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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