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The tax on gasolineg, for in- -

stance, will increase from P4.35
per liter to P7 in 2018, to P9 in
2019 and P10 in 2020.

- Also going up are levies on
cars for the mass market, while
those on luxury vehicles will
go down, :

- The income tax cut will

y@ag '{F‘ro;n .Page 1

to Quirino Rep. Dakila Cua,
who chairs the House ways
and means committee, and his
Senate counterpart, Sen. Sonny
Angara. i .
The TRAIN law increases
the tax-free income of em-

* ployees to P250,000 a year or

P20,833 a month.

“hertefitat - least 7 5 millioH
_salaried workex_fgg__{___.acg_c_s_:di_;}_g_:.

TUANgara cited concréte

and another PT to.P5in 2020,

- Busting impositions on oth- .
~er ol products like gasoline;
-asphalt, waxes and aviation

will likewise goup.:©
S Turn to Page 4 -

‘P3,goingup by P1toP4in 2019

would greatly benefit wage

- earners,

He said under the present
tax code, a taxpayer who is

'~ single is entitled to a per-

sonal annual tax exemption of

P50,000 or 14,167 a month.
“This will increase to

P250,000 in January, or an

-additional annual income of

P200,000 that ‘will not be sub-
jectto tax. The adjustment will
translate. into an additional
monthly tax-free income of

'P16,667,” he said.

Angara said in the case of a
working couple, they will en-
joy a combined tax-free income
of P500,000 a year or P41,667

-a month. At present, they are
- only entitled to exemptions of

up to P200,000.

“This means that they will
have an additional annual
tax-free income of P300,000 or
P25,000 a month,” he added.

He also pointed out that the
monthly income of P20,833
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- that is not subject to tax under -

.'the TRAIN law is equivalent
to the entry-level pay in pub-

lic schools. Thus, most public
““gchool teachers will no longer

spayincome tax;: -

. Even critics of the new law

- concede that it would benefit

- millions. of salaried workers.

- However, they said what
wage earners will gain from

‘reduced income tax will be .

-more than offset by new and
higher taxes on oil products,

expanded coverage of the
12-percent value added tax and
other levies. '

... They pointed out that.the .. .
“net impact of the combination
- of lower incotné tak, on one

hand, and new and higher
taxes and other measures,

.on the other hand, is that the

same group of taxpayers who
will benefit from TRAIN and
the public in general would

pay an additional P130 bil-

lio_n a year.
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STOR\_’ BTYJEANNE'TT.'E“I‘.#NNDRAD.E_, JAYMEE T. GAMIL AND JOEY A. GARIETA

Stormy weather is expected over large areas of Mindanao and southern portions
of the Visayas as the country welcomes the New Year. The weather bureau says
an approaching low pressure area could develop into a tropical storm during

the first days of 2018 and follow the destructive path of two recent storms. EE

g :

to the weather bureau.: 5 :

In Eastern Visayas and Min-"
danao, where many provinces.

suffered from two successive
storms in the past weeks, thou-
'sands of people who had fled
their homes due to floods re-
‘mained: in“evacdation centers
where they had sought shelter
from Tropical $torms "“Urduja”

(international - name: Kai-Tak)"
and*: “Vinta” *- -(international -

name: Tembin).

. son for the National Disaster Risk -
‘Cotncil (NDRRMC) on Saturday

and southern- portions of the’
" Visayas when the country wel-
comes the first days of the New -
Year, with an.approaching low
pressure area (LPA), according

- Bvacuation centers. ...

Ming Marasigan, spokesper-

d anageme

said 8g,611 individuals from
18,289 families were still in g9
evacuation - centers - in  the
provinces of Palawan, Zamboan-
ga del Norte, Bukidnon, Lanac del
Norte, Misamis Oriental, Com-
postela Valley, Davao del Norte,
Davag City, North Cotabato,
Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao.
More than 4,000 other fami-
lies displaced by Vinta were
staying with relatives, she said.
“We are not expecting these
families to return (home) soon,”
Marasigan said, citing the weath-
er forecast indicaring that the
LPA would develop into a tropical
cyclone which would follow the
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“same paths of Urduja and Vinta,

SOURCTE: DOST PAGASA

i han”) and to the Visayas by the.

8l crarHICS

and forecast to make landfail i3 N

~+The Philippine Atmospheric;
.G'ophys"'al and- Astronomical

Services Administration {Pagasa)

Phllippme area of responsﬂaﬂ:ty
on Sunday

on Satutddy said the LPA was .
initially expected to ‘enter “the

: More rams in Mmdanao

tail"end oi" a cold: front ‘begin-
B

' Cloudy skies with I1ght rains

‘over- the ~eastern ‘section of
_northem and central Luzon Jin-

cluding Meiro Mamla Were

“forecast iintil Jan. 2. Light to

moderate rains would be expe-

“eastern Visayas or eastern Mm«

- specialist Gener Quitlong,

rienced intheBicol regionuntil: Leyte province:

Pagasa ‘warned of possible
flash floods and landslides in
the Davao and Caraga regions,
including Bukidnon, Misamis
Oriental and the Samar and

rains and thunderstorms are ex-
pected over Mindanao until New

- Year's Eve; but the riing are ex- -

pected to intensify occasionally,

. accompamed by gusty winds, on
New Year'sDay until Jan. 2.+
Light to heavy rains alsn ’

would be brought to Luzon by
the northeast mtmsoon (“am1~

next few days. Lightto moderate

‘Sunday, while the rest of Luzon.

would have partly cloudy skies

“and light rains.

‘Agatory’
Pagasa said there was a 5o
percent chance that the LPA

would develop into - the Hrst

tropical cyclone of 2018. It would

-be called "Agaton” once it devel-
Ops into a tropical depression

s Thesouthernportions bt the
Visayas also would beé affected

.. by moderate to heavy rains with

gusty winds on the. first two
days of 2018, it said.

Marasigan said the NDRRMC
and local governments have
prepositioned relief goods and
emergency teams bt reminded
the public, particularly residents
In areas previously affected by
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i"l‘Ur u}a and tha to be prepared,
" stay updatéd and follow evacua-
--%tzon orders by authonnes

. caused new worries -for resi-

dents of Biliran, one of the

praovinces severely damaged by ..

Urduja on Dec. 16.

; Gale warmng :
- Pagasa also issued a gale
warnmg due to the northeast

. monscon, saying it would cause .
:rough to. very rough waters on.

_the northem seaboard of central
"Luzon, the eastern, western and
- spuithérn seabcards of southern
- Luzon, and the eastern and west-
ern seaboards of the Visayas.
_Aunthorities_ have reported
that Urduja’ and Vinta left. at
“least 208 people dead, close to
8o'inissing and 223 infured, most
) of them from the latter storm.
V"mta also caused P1.2 bﬁhon in

Vlsayas, the Zamboanga Peninsu- -

Ia and in'the northern Mindanao,
_ -Davao and Caragg regiong

N Smcon—-have been declared un-

Merlie - Ningasca, 52, said

- Naval, the provincial capital, was

stilt reeling from the devastation.

Traumatized
“We are scared, We have not

i, fully recovered because of Ur-
~duja -and yet there are reports.
‘that there is another possible

storm coming to our place,” said

the mother of three children.
-Landslides wrought havoc

to her barangay of Santo Nifio,

-2- kilometers - away - from the

Naval town center.

Raul Villordon, Naval rou-
nicipal disaster management
officer, said residents now
knew what to do when another
storm lashes the town.

“They are still in trauma due

. to what they have experienced ... .

When Urdu}a hit Navai " he said.

'theu' d931gnated evacuatxon cen-

ters like our gym and schools.”
""THe' landstides tiiggered by
Urdujas rams iuilecl 25 people

: Zam- . in" Naval, 26’ of theln frém
boanga der Nortem utalac and

Barangay Lucsoon where six
people remained missing.

under z state of calamity includ-

‘ing the entiré Lanao del Norte;"
Tambulig, Zamboanga del Sur;.

Labason and Salug municipali-
ties .in Zamboanga -del Norte;
.Kabasalan, Zamboanga Sibugay;
and the towns of Balabac, Abor-
“lan and Bataraza in Palawan.
The approaching storm has

. .by Vinta were prevmusiy placed.

all six were recovered.
* “That is the desire of their
loved ones though we are facing

-difficulties in recovering them
‘due to bad weather and the

boulders that entombed them,”
he said. —REPORTS FROM . JEAN-
NETTE i. ANDRADE, JAYMEE T. GAMIL
ANDJOEY A.GABIETA INCY .

eVillordon said the effort o e SRR
siretrieve the missing Under topg s i s i i s
_of debris would continue until
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By JA!ME LAUDE

Around Bl} percent of the main' battie area in Maram

‘has been cleared of unexploded ordnance and r.mpre-'

vised: exploswe devices (IEDs).

. “As of Dec. 15, a totai of

2,853 assorted unexploded
ordnarnce .and. 415 IEDs: were -

recovered by persontiel of the.
S [e3141 0 Engmeer"l’as .
N {IETG) heade

itary pianes or pian’ced by
Maute militants and their

with government troops.

supporters during the fighting

«Explosives.and.Ordnance.. Urban Coordinating Councilin-

_the construction of temporary

e deéu'oyed in the ﬁghtmg
_Brawner sa.ld another

' _.op'era.tmné on 20 kxlo'r:'r{é'témr
of primary and secondary

roads, three bridges; a school

-and three tl}13L1{11f_\s:s of worships,
allowing
conflict needs assessment

e conduct of post-

by the Department of Public

-Works and Highways.

Military engineers are like-
wise assisting the Housing and

units are expected to be turned
over to anothér 250 families
next month.

“More than 500 military
engineers are deployed in

Marawi as part of the JETG.

The task group is support-
ing the recovery, reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation op-
erations of Task Porce Bangon

“Marawi"he'said:
JETG. personnel are also in- -

surveys road and site ¢lear-

to. ing,‘wall breaching and timber
e~ cutting operations as well: a§

. -construction of ramps and p a
- formis o’ méch'amzed assets
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“and they are enemies of the peoc-
ple he added,
The CPP, during the celebration
of the communist movement's 49th
- anniversary,s warned that Duterte
- will:suffer the sarne fate as two of
his predecessors while the party
“built “the broadest united front” to
:overthrow him.
. "The Fi thino people; are suffering
L gravely under the Duterte regime.
“The entire Party and all revolution-
- ary forces JInust exert vigorous.ef-.......
: forts to- unite the Filipino people in _
“broad united front to resistand i
: overthrow the fasc:st Duterte re-

' gtme, as they dtd the Marcos dicta-

torship and the Estrada reglme,”the :

e communist-party said.. ... .
"As it'celebrates its 50th anniver- :

Xt - the CPPsaid it i

' “fasast tyranny, all-out “economic .
_ hberallzation and bureaucratic cor-
ruptlon 5

- They hkewzse called onits c:adres
to “frustrate” the plan of Duterte to
defeat the NPA before the end of
2018, and do mote attacks on the
guerrilla fronts in the eastern Mind-
-anao and other regions, and then in
i.uzon and V;sayas
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Pahina.

Binatikos kahapon ng Malakanyang ang Communist. ...
* . Party otihe Philippines &t ang amadong sangay nitong -
- New Eeople’s Army dahil sa layunin nitong pabagsakin
si Pangulong ‘Rodrigo Dutente,. - SLE
- Pintna ni Presidential Communications Secretary
/ Martin Andanar ha ang hakbang na to ng CPP-NPAay
nagpapatunay lamang sa akusasyon.ng administras-
- yong Diterte na kaaway ng astado ang komunistang .
grupo. i s : :
_2 "Kung lyan ang banta ng CPP-NPA-NDE {National
Democratic Front), ipinapakits lamang na sila ay mga
- kaaway ng estado,” sabi nt Andanar sa Isang panayam
‘saradyo. :
Sa isang pahayag na may peisang Disyembre 26
naipinoste sa websile ng NBF noong Disyembre 27,
Jdpirangako ng GPP na ipagdiriwang nito ang tka-50
“anibersaryo nito' sa taong 2018 sa pamamagitan ng
pagpapabagsak sa administrasyon ni Duterie, :
. lsa*umano sa magiging prayoridad ng CPP-NPA
Satacng 2618 ang pagbuo ng pinakamalawak na

3 3

.nagkakaising prente para patalsikin ang tinatawag

wnltengUS-Duteneregime: . _
- Saplanong ito, 'ayon kay Andanar, hindi lang ang

lakelaban PNPAkundipatiia
fift ng buorig sambayanang Pifipino. s
.. “Dahil isang organisadong grupo. na nais pabag-
isakin ahg pamahalaan, nangangahulugan ito na hinds
lang ang Pangulo ang kanilang kinalaban kundi patina
tin ang buong sambayanang Pilipine na nagluklok sa
Presidente sa kapangyarihan,” diin ni Andanar.

-~ Sabi-pa-ni-Andarar, “Alam mo Taman T fidgsani
naho.ang : Pangulo natin va sila po ay maitutusing
;& terorista at hinthintay.na lang natin iyong pasya.ng
Korte ‘dl:ba?: Naisitay poitalagaiayi ging-gadap’na
¢ g orgarisasyo S
Sa anibersaryo ng CPP nocng Biyeres, binatikos
.‘ng.CPP-NPA ang mga patakaran ni Duterte kabilang
wang ‘madugong giyera laban sa droga, pagpataw
- g batag mifitary sa Mindanao at nga pag-atake sa-
“Bangsamoro, Cordillera, Lumad at iba pang mga katu-
tubo. (Tina Mendez at Jose Rodel Clapano} '
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tpio were implicated
ling of P6.4 billion wor
2 final month of
arke ‘
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~ Militar ang kalaban . .
. (Unang bahagi). -

- NOONG Oktubre 24, 2007, ‘ipinatupad ng -Supreme Court
““ang:batas-na tinatawag na *Writ. of Amparo” - Layuriin nito
- na bigyan ng' solusyén ang problematungkol sa.mga ex-
ralegal killings -at sapilitang pagkawala ng mga tao. Ang
«-extraiegal kilings. ay. ang walang-awang pagpatay na hindi
“dumaan-sa.proseso ng batas at hudikatura, Ang sapilitang
' pagkawala naman &y tufjgkol sa pag-:
- pagkignap ng'isang tag ng mismong’
‘organisadong grupo o 'ng mga indibidwal sa utos mismong.
atataas. Ang papanahimik ng pamahalaan o-ang
198 Nidsa kat '

. g | L
~.hgmgatacng o ay ang dahian

bigy:

kanjlan

atesto, pagdampot o.. .

gobyerno o figisang **Leo,

TKAW AT ANG -

Pahina. %

- Sina Manny at Rafly ay mga residente ng isang barangay
~saprobinsiya ng-Luzon nakilalang pinamumugaran ng mga
. NPA: Sa katurniayan nga, fnay isang kapatid sila na kilalang

PA lider, si-Ka:Rody, na kinasusuklaman ng.mga tao sa
ang.lugar lalo. ang.imga pamilya: ng-kanilang naging
iktima sa summary execution. . ™

- Isanghapon; hatitulog st Mahiny sa kariyang bahay nang

“bigtang dumating ang anim na sundalong pinamumunuan
+ . hina M/Sgt. Roland at Pfc. Diego na nakasuot ng puting t-
- Shirt, patig na pantalon at army boots. Bigla na lang pumasok

sa bahay ang grupo at ginising si Manny sa pag-aakalang

“ito s Ka Rody. Tedo tanggi ang ina ni Manny na si Edna at
" pilit ipinapatiwanag na hindi si Ka Rody-ang hinuhuli nita

pero pinosasan parin ni Sgt.:Rotand si Manny at dinaia sa

~liked bahay kung saan siya ihumpisahan na bugbugin ng
‘mga sundalo. Pagkatapos ay dinala siya sa may kalsada,
_Humingi slya ng sakloio sa ina pero agad itong hinarang at
‘pinahinto ng tationg sundalo.

;- Apat sa kumuha kay Manny ay ang magkakapatid ne
‘Cardo; Pablo at-Ric. Mga ‘miysmbro sila ng CAFGU
at sila ang nagsilbing fook-out sa tuleng ng dalawa pang
nagkapatid na;sina Romy at: Deming.- Piniringan nila ang

andating bivahe -huminto-ang:van atkumuha.pa:n

ndan'sa pahina 7)

~BATAS 7 Mulapré

.sakay na nakapiring din ang .

hiya ay si Raffy na kariyang
kapatid. Pareho sitang dinu-
kot sa pag-aakalang mga
i kasapi sita ng NPA dahil sa
; kaﬁ%ﬁd-nﬂang si Ka Rody. -

(Hutulov)
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. NEWS
31 DECEMBER 2017

Security tightened after authorities nab NPA leader

From the Manila Bulietin {Dec 28}:

T'boli, South Cotabato- Authorities have tightened security measures here following the arrest of
a high-ranking leader of the New People’s Army (NPA) who is facing criminal charges for the
“abduction a soldier and burnirig of heavy equipment owned by a private constriiction firm here,

Chief Insp, Ramil Villagracia, T'boli police chief, identified the suspect as Rey Blase,44, a leader of
the NPA-Front 73 operating in the provinces of South Cotabato and Sarangani, who was nabbed
by police operatives in his house in Barangay Dumangas here last Thursday.

He said Blase had been charged with kidnapping and serious illegal detention for the abduction
of Private Khen Subere, a member of the 27th infantry Battalion who was seized by suspected
NPA rebels while driving his motorcycle in Barangas Dumangas here last April 2015.

Subere was later released in Kiamba, Sarangani by the NPA rebels after a month-long captivity
following the intervention of then Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte.

. Poilce 5ai d Blase is also facmg arson__ charges for the bummg of. heavy eqmpment aned by.a.

7 private construction firm in ‘Barangay Edwards, Tboli in April 2015,

. hitpsinews mbicomph

Villagracia said additional policemen and Army soldiers have been deployed to secure the police station
where the captured NPA leader is presently detained following intelligence information that the NPA
- rebels were out to rescue their detained comrade.
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AFP troops deter harassment of communities by NPA units

From the Manila Bulietin {(Dec 30):

CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City — Combat troops of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) will
continue to protect and defend village communities against harassment perpetrated by the New
People’s Army (NPA) terrorists, disclosed regional Army spokesman on Saturday.

FILE PHOTO: Tanks of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (Mark Balmores/MANILA BULLE TIN)

In a statement to The Manila Bulletin, Capt. Jerry S. Lamosao, regional Army spokesman of 10th
Infantry (Agila} Division (10th ID}, said the NPA terrorists attempted to harass some far-flung
village communities in Compostela Valley (ComVal) and Davao Onentat provmces but were
: prevented by the combat-maneuvering battalions of the 10th {D: '

Combat maneuvermg troops of the T'tst Infantry Battailion (71st 1B) recovered 2 units {Anti-Tank)
of Improvised Explosive Devices {IED), weighing 30 kilos each, believed to be emplaced

by members of SECOM 27 and SRC 2 of the CPP-NPA Southern Mindanao Regional Committee
(SMRC) at the vicinity of Sitio Lower Mahayag, Barangay Nuevo lloco, Mawab, ComVal

province at 8:20 a.m. on Wednesday(Dec, 27), the 10th ID spokesperson claimed.

Prior to the recovery of the IEDs, 71st IB commander Lt. Col. Esteveyn E. Ducusin received
information from a concerned citizen that IEDs were hidden at the rice field in the vicinity of Lower
Mahayag of that same town of Mawab which prompted the battalion commander to dispatch his combat
troops to verify that led to the discovery of the IEDs, Capt. Lamosao said.

“ At 1:50 p m. on Thursday (Dec 28), efements of Gﬁth IB were depio_yed __to_respond and. verlf the

Vinformation from the local residents that there were ‘armed men believed to be NPA terrorists
roaming around in their community, prompting the security patrol to proceed fo the reported
area. They encountered an undetermined number of NPA terrorists for 20 minutes at vicinity
Sitio Mabugnao, Barangay Las Arenas, Pantukan town of the same province, the regional Army
““spokesman said.

:southwest d;rectxon of Sitio Mabugnab“”rhefe was no casuaity or; the government snde

As the situation progressed, at 4: 35 p.m. on the same day {Dec. 28), another section of 28th 1B
encountered some 10 NPA terrorists at the vicinity Sitio Bato-bato, Barangay Tubaon, Tarragona,
Davao Oriental, he said.

The firefight lasted for 15 minutes, then the enemy withdrew towards the east direction of Bato-bato. The
gun battle slightly resulted in the wounding of one government soldier. The wounded was immediately
treated and is now in stable condition, Capt. Lamocsac said.

At about 7:45 p.m. of the same day {Dec. 28), a team of 28th IB on board a Military Utility EIf,
while traversing Tarragona-Barangay Tuboan road to fetch the stightly wounded soldier was land
mined at vicinity Sitio Guibaan, Barangay Tubaon of that same town.The Eif Truck was slightly
damaged at the rear portion, he said.

At around 7:50 p.m. on the same day, one Platoon of 67th |B encountered another 10 NPA

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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terrorists believed to be members of Pulang Bagani Command 8 (PBC 8), SRC 1 of the CPP-NPA-
SMRC white reinforcing the beleaguered troops of 28th IB onboard the EIf truck that was land
mined, he said.

The firefight lasted for about 10 minutes. At about 10:45 p.m. on the same day, another one Platoon
of 67th B cieared the road from Maitum area of that same province to the encounter site and

- linked-up with the Scout Platoon at location of the 1and wined BN truck, Re said.

“All of the troops are still in the area to prevent or thwart any hostile plan of the enemy to go to the
center of the community,” Capt. Lamosao added.

 Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. Noel S. Clement, commanding general of the ‘fﬂth “Agita” .
Divisioncondemned anew the harassments by the NPAs. '

“Despite the Yuletide season, they (NPAs) continue to harass communities which prompted our forces
to conduct security operations. Our units responded to the information and call for help of local populace
which ted to the encounter. It is the responsibility of our soldiers to protect our citizens and secure the
communities from armed threats,” said the 10th ID chief, in the same statement sent to The Manila
Bulletin,

“While ceasefire resumes at 6:00 p.m. of December 30, 2617 until 8:00 p.m. of January 2, 2018, 10th ID
wili remain faithful to the government’s Yuletide ceasefire and will maintain on active defense and our
various units and froops on the ground will remain ready to respond o any violent threat that will be
perpetrated by the NPA against our people and vulnerable communities " Maj. Gen. Clement added.
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Troops, NPA clash hours before start of New Year
ceasefire

From GMA News {Dec 30):

Two soldiers were hurt after troops encountered members of the New People's Army (NPA) in

Tarragona, Davao Oriental hours before the ceasefires declared by the communists and
government took effect on Saturday.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said teams from the 6th Scout Ranger Battalion were
sent to Barangay Tubaon fo reports of an NPA harassment.

As the troops were advancmg to the v:l!age, the NPA members allegedly fired at them and
detonated a landmine.

The AFP said the communist guerillas withdrew after a 30-minute firefight.

The military said some members of the NPA could have been wounded in the firefight based on
bloodstains seen in the encounter site.

The clash took place at around 6:25 a.m., nearly 10 hours before the unilateral ceasefires declared by
the communist group and the government took effect.

President Duterte has declared a ceasefire from 6 p.m., of December 30 until 11:59 p.m. of January.2.

SR of dandary 2

“The Communist Party 0‘? ’[he Phihpplnes ceaseflre wm aEso take gﬁect at 6 p m. December 30 urml 6 e

hitp:./lwww.gmanetwork.com
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AFP to observe

From the Philippine Star (Dec 30):

Dec. 30 to Jan. 2 ceasefire with Reds

“The AFF is committed o uphold the SOMO scheduled on 30 December 2017 to 2 January 2018," the military said in a
sfaterment. Fite

The Armed Forces of the Philippines on Saturday said it will observe the suspension of offensive
military operations (SOMO) against communist insurgents that was set in time for New Year.

"‘T he AFPi is ‘committed to uphold’ the S{BMG scheduied on 3ﬂ'Decem§3er 201? to 2 January
‘the military said in'a statement

As a matter of “policy and principle,” the AFP said that while security forces will follow the
temporary ceasefire, troops are still on alert for “treacherous attacks” of the New PeopEe s
—-Army— the armed wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines.

'piace as our unlts on the ground mamtam the!r active éefense posture the AFP sald

"We call on the remaining red fighters to rethink their position and take peaceful path to change for their
families and for the betterment of the country,” it added.

Malacanang earlier said the ceasefire would only be in effect from 6 p.m. of December 23 to 11:59 p.m.
of December 26, and from 6 p.m. of December 30 until 11:59 p.m. of January 2.

The Christmas ceasefire has been a customary move by both sides since the launch of formatl talks in
the late 1980s under the first Aquino administration.

The communists have been waging a guerilla war for aimost five decades in a bid to topple a
“bureaucrat” capitalist system that has caused one of Asia’s widest rich-poor gaps despite the

Philippines’ rich natural resources.

Communist fighters are known for collecting “revolutionary taxes” from local businesses in rural areas—

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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an activity that authorities qualified as plain extortion. They are also recognized for their deadly attacks
on police and military oulposts,

In 2002, the US Department of State designated the CPP-NPA as foreign terrorist organizations,

Amid continued hostilities, Duterte, a self-styled socialist, unitateralty scrapped last month the

reactivated peace talks between the government and Maoist rebels. Both sides have been in on-off
negotiations since 1885.

He said peace talks were called off because of the Left's “pure nonsense” demand for a coalition
government, and the rebels’ supposed lack of sincerity.

" He later declared the CPP and its armed-unit as terrorist groups, raising concerns among activists in the
national democratic movement that legitimate organizations could be targeted as supporters of
terrorism.

http://www philstar.com
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Palace on CPP’s 2018 goal to oust Duterte: They’re really
enemies of the state

From the Philippine Siar (Dec 30):

The Commuiist Parly of the Philippines. during the celebration of the communist movement's 49th anniversary, ordered jts
armed wing, the New Peaple's army, to intensify guerifia attacks on the entire archipelage next year while building “the broadest
united front” to overthrow President Rodrigo Duterte. ARP/Aaron Favila, File

Malacafang on Saturday slammed the Communist Party of the Philippines for setting the

“dowrifall'of Président Rodrigo D
Aalkss : _

CPP, during the celebration of the communist movement’s 49th anniversary, ordered its armed wing, the
New People’s army, to intensify guerilla attacks across the entire archipelago next year while building

...the broadest united front” to overthrow Duterte.. ... -

-Responding to the underground-Left's threat;

residential. Communications:Secretary Mattin

- Andanar slammed the GPP and said communist rebels just proved that they’re “enemies of the

state” for planning to topple a duly-elected president.

“Kung gustong pabagsa_kin' ng_jCPP—NPA—"NDF ang ating Pangulo, pinapabagsak din nila ang
gobyerno {If the CPP-NPA-NDF wants to oust our president, then they're overthrowin g the
government as well),” Andanar told state-run DZRP radio.

*“Ibig sabihin (It only means that) they are really enemies of the state and they are enemies of the
people,” he added.

The communists have been waging a guerilla war for almost five decades in a bid to topple a
“bureaucrat” capitalist system that has caused one of Asia’s widest rich-poor gaps despits the

Philippines being rich in natural resources.

Communist fighters are known for coliecting “revoiutionary taxes” from local businesses in rural areas—
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an activity that authorities qualified as plain extortion. They are also recognized for their deadly attacks
on police and military outposts.

in 2002, the US Department of State designated the CPP-NPA as foreign terrorist organizations.

Amid continued hostilities, Duterte, a selfwstyied sociaiist, unilaterally scrapped last month the

reactivated peace talks between the government and Maoist rebels. Both sides have been in on-off
negotiations since 1986.

He said peace talks were calied off because of the Left's “pure nonsense” demand for a coalition
government, and the rebels’ supposed lack of sincerity.

He iater deciared the CPF’ and l’{s armed unit as terronst groups, raising concerns among activists in the
national democratic movement that legitimate organizations couid be targeted as supporters of
terrorism.

EXPLAINER: Why Duterte's 'red-baiting' of activists is dangerous

In their 48th anniversary message, the CPP warned of a "growing peasant movement” in the country
under Duterte's rule, and urged its members to stage more demonsirations in 2018.

“We are looking forward to mark the Party’s 50th anniversary next year with even bigger and more
momentous victories in the ideological, political and organizational fields,” they said.
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Boy hurt in Cotabato grenade blast
From GMA News Cnline (Dec 30):

A 12-year-old boy was injured in a predawn grenade blast in Cotabato on Saturday.

-Citing initial-police information, GMA News stringer Garry-Fuerzas identified the victinr as Datu
Esmael Guialel, a resident of Barangay Poblacion in Pikit town.
An initial police investigation showed that at about 1:40 a.m., unidentified men lobbed a hand
grenade into a store owned by the boy’s family.

Pikit police said that the boy was sleeping when the suspects attacked the store.

The boy was rushed to the Cruzado Medical Hospital, and that he is now in stable condition, the report
said.

Authorities are investigating the identities of the suspects and the motive for the crime.

http:/fwww.gmanetwork.com
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Martial law extensions 876.67% more than
original declaration — Lagman

By
Lira Datangin-Fenandez, interAksyon
~t December-30, 20171231 PM

MANILA, Philippines — The two extensions of martial law in Mindanao come to a total of 526 days — just
short of a year and a half — or 876.67 percent more than the original 60-day period of Proclamation 216
with which President Rodrigo Dutete placed the south under military rule, opposition lawmakers have

noted.

The "Magnificent 7" lawmakers in the House of Representatives who have challenged the second
extension of martial law — which will run for the whole of 2018 — before the Supreme Court called it
“inordinately long” and “a deplorable defiance of the constituticnal fimitation {on) the duration of martial
law and its extension.”

Duterte declared martial law in Mindanao on May 23 when fighting broke out between government forces
and extremist gunmen in Marawi City, invoking the constitutionat provision that allows his to do so for 60
days. iHe got Congress to extend this when the period tapsed with fighting still raging.

However, he requested, and the overwhelmingty pro-administration Congress granted, the second
extension ear%y this month, well after Duterte declared Marawi “ilberated” in iate October

” ‘Recent o;}in an polls show a majorlty of Fmpmos mcludmg Duterte 5 f El w_M ndaﬂaoans oppose the

Albay Representative Edcel Lagman, one of the lawmakers mounting the legal chailenge to the second

extension noted that among the stringent safeguards in the 1987 Constitution “to deter and foreclose

~abuses as a result of a martial faw imposition is the manifest limitation of the period of martial law and
the suspens;on of the wrlt of habeas corpus and the extensmn thereof " T e T

- --'--'-“‘{he Coast;tut;on provsdes that the declaratlon SEFsHTA oW and the suspension of the writ of habeas

corpus shall be ‘for a period not exceeding sixty days,” and any extension thereof may be granted by the
Congress upon initiative of the President, in the ‘same manner’ as the original proclamation sought to be
extended,” he added,

"This means,” Lagman explained, “that a valid extension must comply with the foliowing requisites: (a) a
joint session of the Congress must act on the extension; (b} it must be based on the limited grounds of
actual rebellion or invasion when public safety requires it; and (¢) it must be only for a reasonably short
duration.”

A fult year re-extension, aside from being factually unwarranted, is oppressively iong and patently
unconstitutional,” he added.
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