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Rody ‘orders AFP:
S

Arrest rogue co

i
By ALEXIS ROMERO ' |

With the country’s police
force plagued by cerrup- ;
tion and allegations of !
abuses, President Duterte
is bestowing upon the
' m111tary the task of arrest-
ing rogue policemen and
drug offenders as he begins
purging the Philippine ;
National Police (PNP) of !
scalawags and misfits,. |

* “No policeman in this coun-
try anywliere 1s allowed to
enforce laws related to the
drug campaign. Kast magamit
nila "yan. palitan aila ‘yang war- ,
_rant patitan lang ang puntgalan j
tapos pupunta (Because they ;
“can use and change the names |
in the warrant and then they
proceed),” the President said i
yesterday as he swore in newly i
promoted mihtary generals at :
Malacafiang. f
“Let me renrgamze the en- |

|
\
|

forcement (against) drugs by
the police. In the meantime,
they would be arrested and 1
will order you to ar-
rest them,” he told
the generals and
other muilitary ot-

' ficers. i

" Turn to Page 10 i
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He admitted some po-
licemer could hove taken
advantage of his ani-drug
CEMPAEN 1o Commit wrong-
P LT R U . S

The INT bas suspended
all its anfi-drug operations,
incluamg Jplan Tokhang, 1n
tne waike of wutrage over the
kiling vf Korean businessma:
jue sck-jus oy membets of the
Anti-Diegrl Drugs Group

Jee was reportedly kid-
napped by peiicemen 15 Ar-
geles. T'arnpanga on Got 18,
2016 and strangled to death
ingide PNP keadquarters at
Camyr Lrame.

Witnesses claimed the
businessman’s bodv was cre-
mat~d and his ashas flushed
dotor she tiilot,

From Pa'ge 1

"~ Jee’s kidnappers report-
edly made it appear that Jee
was still alive a day after his
abduction'and demanded P5-
mullion ransom from his wife.

Duderte has apologized to
the Koreans for the incident
and assured Jee's vidow Choi
Kyung-in that justice would
be “swattly served.”

He has aiso ordered the

;. abolition of all anti-drug

unjts of the PNP and placed
all narcotics-related opera-
tions under the Philippine
Drug Enforceiment Agency
*. The President claimed about
5,000 policemen ara mto illegal
drugs, prompting him to tap
the military to assist in his
narcotics crackdown.

"Kung hindi Lo kevoe ipo-

He explained the revived
PC weuld be more national
in scope while the PNP would
be localized in its operations.

But National Securitv Ad-
viser Hermogenes Esperon
Ir said it would take some
time before the PC could be
ravived as ruch endeavor
would require legislaiion.

Esperon revealed tne Presi-

dertis considering the idea of -

tapping some units from the
military 10 take the lead in tje
administration s campaign
against illegal drugs.

The President has alsn
atrected 'the FDEA & 'ake
the lead rele in the drug
campargn, which is the actual
mandate of the group.

There’s n¢ timeline re-
garding that, except that
we do know thai, first and
feremost, referring to the

sok sa lare, patav ko, Walang
magtingin diven sa abusedong
prirs {If I don't put you in the
picture, ] am doomed. Nobody
will look after the sbusive
policemen),” he said. “The cul-
ture of corrupiicn in the police
ismedindi (serious),”
Duterte said his chief legal
adviser Salvador Panelo 1% -
going to Seou! to extend ihe
President’s apologies to the
Scuth Korean gevernment -
" told him to make 4
good apology. We cant do

anything. It happened Ang .

pinakabastos sa lahat, ang -
sufod daw sa kanila is talagang
yu1g *What they found most
execrable ond paintul) 1s
Huehing the ashes) down the
drain, the toilel bowl.” the
Presidani saxd. et
"Nusaktor- sila, Maski namay
gawin sq atin ‘wen (They were

question about the pelice, it
(anti-drug campaign) will
be transferred to the PDEA,”
Abella added. M

He clarified that Opera-
tior Tokhang will still have
the PDEA as lead entorcor as
Duterte has rrdered all police
units to step their anti-drug
operations. : '

“I think we need to make

hurt. We would have felt the
same if it were done to usj.’
Presidential spokesman
Ernecto Abella, meanwhile,
said Duterte also wants the
tevaval of the Philippine
Corstabulary to strengthen

~-the fight against crime, es-~

pecially llegal drugs. -

- “His mamn concern is really
anti-corruption . The Plilip-
pine Constabulary would be
composed of gentlemen from
the Armed Forces and from
the malitary, which would be

sard. The PC had its heyday
during ibe martial law era.

" “8n he’s basically saving
that they would be in a sense
amore irustworthy organiza-
tien . They are net civilian-
run like ihe PNP but run by
authority under the Armad
corees,” Anella seid.

difterent from the PNP” he _

a cofiection. The Tmpression
is that it stopped no What
happens 15 the Tocal police
the PNP has, been asked to
desist frum engaging in anti-
drug operations. Buf ihe op-

erations will conty e under
the PDEA,” he saiilk -
The PC vras abdfhed 1n

the Iate 1990s as it was asso-
ciated with ihe implemerta-
don of martial law under the
dictator Ferdinand Mzrccs.

i — Christina Mendez
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| Presidential Adviser on the Peace Pro- |

| that the local communist group might '

'
f

' ByROGKY G.NAZARENG = "

| ond FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD
} extremely disturbed” by the’
=it series of attacks and harass-

ments launched by New People’s Army

(NPA} in various parts of the couniry, 5

he Philippine government
L{GRP: saiditis “distressed and

cess Jesus Dureza said yesterday.
The Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP), likewise alarmed by the NPA |

| rebels’ offensive, expressed eoncern..,

have abandoned its earlier declaration
of a unilateral ceasefire.
Expressing concern by the

>4

OFF_ICE OF nificant steps, for sustainable peace in

-attacks: Dureza stressed that the oV -

ernment does not “wish to unnecessar-
ily squander those gains (in attaming
peace with eommunist insurgents) that
even had President Duterte exercising
strong political will to move the peace
process forward.” ’

The GRP has been in negotiations
with the National Democratic Front
(NDP), political arm of the NPA, for the
pastsix months in abid to end 48 years of
communist insurgency in the couniry..

~ Among the major gains of the falks -
was the declaration of indefinite unilat-
eral ceasefires by both the GRP and the
NDFin August in Oslo, Norway. - -
_ “The unilateral ceasefire was pre-
cisely set in place to provide an enabling
environment for the ongoing peace

*talks and a8 to secure the support of -

the stakeholders and the bigger public
understanding and supporting these
unpracedented, although small but sig-

Dureza.

\
]

MAKILA BULLETIE

Tt a SUT 0 B N e s
et s o R e (R gy e

Who's in contrel of the Left? -

But with the recent reports of the
escalation of attacks and harassments
made by the NPA in various parts of the
country, Dureza charged that “either
somein the NDF leadership talking to the
government are not in full control of their
ovm forces on the ground, or they are .
themselves undermining these efforts for
sustainable peace or pressuring govern-
ment for certain concessions.” :

In a press briefing Monday, AFP
spokesman Air Force Brig. Gen. Restituto
Padilla Jr. expressed concern over the
NPA atrocities. He 1ssued the statement
after Army Private First Class Erwin
R. Salan, deployed as a member of the
Peace and Development Team (PDT)
in Barangay Budlingin, Alegria, Surigao
del Norte, was abducted by more or less
15 armed men identified as members of
t‘he N‘PA_ - . 4. - = . -.-—' Z

“We are announcing this becanse we
are already alarmed as this may be an n-
dication that the other group might have

abandoned their unilateral ceasefire,”
Padilla said,

“[fit’s confirmed that they have aban-

doned their own unilateral ceasefire, we
in the Armed Forces still need to make
the necessary recommendations to our
peace panel of the appropriate steps we
need to take so that our forces on the
ground won't be jeopardized,” he added.
Military backs peace process
_ Padillasaid thatithas been the desire
of the military to attain lasting peace
in the country and that they remain
- very supportive of the ongoing peace.

process. 4"

.. theseareas," hesaid. ... -

Page: i

“We have been pushing this (peace
talks) and you can orithe AFP to continue
to support the unilateral ceasefire that we
have both declared on each side and re-
sume that peaceful environment that has
been existing sinee August,” he said.

“But if they sv desire that they are
baclupg out of the unilateral ceasefire,
g'eﬁmll rt?lake approprate recommen-

ations therem to protect our i
Padilla said. - p B HoE,
“We have a duty to protect our troops,
we have a duty to protect ourpeople, we
have a duty to keep the sovereignty and
terminal integrity of our country and we
shall not alse hesitate topr?wde the sup-
pox:tneededbyourlocalgovemment and
police in the area so that we ean deliver
the services needed by our people in
In the recent third round of the talks
between the GRP and NDF in Rome,
- Haly, NDF peace panel chairman Fidel
Agcaoili had sad that “the leadership
of the revolutionary movement on the
ground will have to make the decision
(on whether to heed the order of 2 uni-
lateral ceasefire) on the basis of their
appreciation of tacts and conditions on
the ground, as well as conditions on the
negotiations.” - - - -
Agcaotli issued the statement in the
aftermath of the first reported clash be-
tween the military and NPA m Makilala
North Cotabato, last January 21 -the ﬁrsé

. ]
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encounter between the two sides ‘smece
the unilateral ceasefires Were ardered
six months earlier. - -

The NDF had also mmsted rm the
release of 392 political prisoners, as well
as the withdrawal of the military from
the countryside, as conditions before

it agrees to a joint, bilateral ceasefire

that the GRP has been proposmg since
October.

In fact, President Duterte had al-
ready made it clear that he would

release political prisoners-“within-48-- -

hours” after seeing a document which
shows that a bilateral ceasefire agree-

ment had been forged w1f.h the com-

munist group = 4
The GRP formally submltted a

L proposal for a jomnt ceasefire agree-

" ment with the NDF" during the talks in :

—— -August of last year

Rome, a matter that will be taken up
from February 22 to 26 in Utrecht, The
Netherlands, when both panels will also
meet to submit the official list of the Joint
Agreement on Safety and Immunity
Guarantees (JASIG) for safekeeping.
“The President will definitely walk
the extra mile for peace. But our coun-
terparts on the peace table must also
recipreeate accordingly and do the
same,” Dureza said. “The road to peace

is not smooth and easy. Let us ali help to

successfully traverse it.”

Padilia dppealed o theirfellow Filipi-
nos who are on the other side of the fence
to reconsider and allow peace agam to
prevail such as that what they had since

suspected NPAs atfacked saldiers
guarding a road construction project in
Sarangani, burned a van, and disarmed
guards deployed at a banana planta-
tien in-Compostela-Valtey-in- ~Separate
incidents Monday, the loth Infantry
Division said :

The first incident happened at 2:30
p.m. when undetermined number armed
men fired on the Bravo Company, 73rd
Infantry Battalion, tnggenng an almost
two-hour firefight in Barangay Banh
bato; Alabel; Sarangani ——

- The troops were securing an ongo-
ing road project by Jargon Construction
‘Company at the place. -

The second inciflenthappened at 6:15

: p.m. when a group of armed passengers

of a van ordered the driver to stop and

When asked if the AFP will conduct
pursuit operations against NPAs who
conduet atrocities, Padilla said they
cannot

"Again, we still have a prevailing
cessation of military operations against
these groups so the unilateral ceasefire
still holds,” Padilla said. _

*Other.than acting in self-defense,
we are not going to initiate any aggres-
sive actions until a declaration for the
lifting of the SOMO (suspension of mili-
tary operations) is made,” he said. -
Other atrocities
Aside from Salan’s kidnapping,

5

forced passengers to disembark at Cross-
ing Tablao, Barangay Lebe, Kiamba,

Sarangani where several heavily armed

men were algo warting, -~ . ex
The perpetrators then burned the

van

Anoﬂlermmdenthappened at around
740 pm. in Barangay Tnion, Monkayo,
Compostela Valley Provmce when
around 10 armed men riding on three
motorcycles barged inside the Musa-

hamat Plantation, held the guards at

gunpoint and carted away a shot gun, a

caliber 38 pistol, the keys of a backhoe

and a dump truck, and the cellphones of
people thereat

Nobody was neportedly hurt on these

incidents. (With reports from Yas D. Oca-
mpo and Mike U. Crismundo)
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THI NATION'S LLADING KLWEPAPLE

' ZAMBOANGA CITY (PNA) - Two

| persons were wounded in a clash Mon-

day between two warring factions in the
provinee of Basilan, officials disclosed.
Col. Cirilo Donato, Army’s 104th
! Infantry Brigade commander, disclosed
the clash broke out around 8 a.m. Mon-
day in Barangay Baungis, Lantawan,
Basilan.
Donato said the protagonists were

| & group of relatives of Hasim Jalil, a

militiaman, and that of Poly Hallang.
Sr. Supt. Nickson Muksan, Basilan
i Ppolice director, reported the clash broke
‘ out following a shooting incident that
| injured two persons,

l 2 wounded as groups clash in Basilan

Muksan identified the victims as
Ruayda Hallang, 25, and Haira Hallang,
15, who were rushed to the hospital for
treatment

Muksan did not say whether the per-

‘petrators belonged to the Jalil group,

but revealed that the vietims were shot
by unidentified gunmen armed with
high-power firearms

- He said the ﬁghtmg stopped when
Lantawan police, in eoordination with
the Army Special Forces, arrived and
intervened. _

He said the troops zlso initiaied

measures to ensure the protection of
the civilians in the area. )
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NILABAG ANG SARILING CEASEFIRE

Rescue onps ng militar sa
Mindanao. inatake mey NPR

CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City —_

Nilabag ng New People’s Army (NPA),
ang armadong sangay-ng Communist
Farty of ﬂleoﬂnlgiﬁppines {CPP), ang sarili
nifong ceasefire nang atakehin angtropa
ng militar na nagsasagawa ng rescue
operations sa Caraga Region af Northem
Mindanao, sinabi kahapon ni Capt. Joe

| Patrick A. Martinez, tagapagsalita ng

4th Infantry (Diamond) Division ng

i Philippine Army,

—_——

Ayon kay Martinez, naglunsad ng
biglaang mga pag-atake at pananakot
ang NPA sa mga {ropa ng gobyerno na
nasa kasagsagan ng disaster response
opetations nitong Lunes,

Tinukoy ni Maitinez ang

': magkahiwalay na pag-atake ng mga

l

rebelde sa isang liblib na barangay sa
Surigao City at sa tatlo pang barangay
sa Kilcharao, Agusan del Norte, nitong
Lunes ng madafing araw,

Hatinggabi ng araw ding iyon ay
nasa 10 rebelde naman ang umatake

|
|

Barangay Mat-i, Surigao City.

“However field troops managed to [

‘Norie,

push the rebels to withdraw out of the
community while three soldiers were
shghtly wounded,” ars Martinez
Nangyari ang mga pag-atake
isang araw makaraang dukutin ng
NPA si Private First Class Erwin Salar,
miyembro ng Peace and Development
Team (PDT) ng 30th IB, habang
Nagsasagawa ng clean-up drive sa
Bgy. Budlingin, Alegria, Surigao del

1. sa fopa ng 30th Infantry Battalion na-——— -
! umaayudasa “Bayanihan” saSitio Brazil, -

4
i

~ Naglunsad din ng mga pag-
atake ang NPA laban s3 29th Infantry

Battalion (29th IB) sa mga barergavag —

Sau Isidro, Mehayahay atHinmibangan
sa Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte, ayon
kay Martinez.

- Hinagisan din ngumano’y NPAng
dalawang granadaang m; sundalong
NagSasagawa ng relief operations
sa Bgy. Concepcion, Valencia City,
Bukidnon.
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' 2sundalo patay sa slake
. nj 4PA sa lsabeia '

NASAWT ang dalawang sundalo sa pag-atake ng New People's
Army (NPA) sa Echaque, Tsabela kamakalawa.

Kinilala ang mga biktima na sina Cpl Gary Camaneg at Cpl
Virgilio Herrera na kapwa nakatalaga sa 86th Infantry Battalion

| Ayon kay Col Bartoloms Bacaie, commander 502 Infantry
= Brigade. dakong 8:30 ng umaga nang tambangan ng mga 1sbelile
ang sundalo sa Brgy. Mabbayad, Exchague, Isabela,

Nabatid na sakay sa tricycle ang myga biktima kasama ang ilang
mga barangay oificial patungo sa opisina ng Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DERN) kaugnay ng
gagawmg fize planting. )

i Ang nasabing mgu sundalo ay pawang naku-sibilyan at tanging

i mga pistol lang ang dalang baril nang tambangan ng mga rebelde.

Apad naman tumakas ang mga rebelde matapos ang paraamal
: . {Rey Velasco/Mark Obleada)

g
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NPA steps up
attacks amid
ceasefire

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
AND VICTOR REYES

AMID attacks by the com-
munist New People’s Army,
peace adviser Jesus Durcza
yesterday asked the National
Democratic Front of the Phil- - w
ippines (NDFP). with which
it is negotiating a peace pact,
whether it is in control of its
forces on the ground.
He also asked if the NDFP lead-
ers “are themselves undermin-
ing these efforts for sustainable
peace, or pressuring government
for certain concessions.”
The communist group has
asking for the release of some
political detainees and a stop
to military operations in the
provinces.
The military recorded nine
mote NPA attacks Monday and
yvesterday in various parts of
the country against military
and civilian targets. There were
three attacks earlier this month
when the first two clashes were _ - |
recorded since the two sides ‘
declared unilateral ceasefires in
August last year in preparation
for the formal resumption pf
peace negotiations.
The latest of the attacks was
an ambush last Monday on
soldiers from the Army’s 86th
Infantry Battalion in Echague
town in Isabela, which killed
two soldiers.
Dureza said the President

See NPA > Page B6
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NPA

will walk the extra miie for peace. but
the government expects its counterparts
on the peace table to *reciprocate accord-
ingly and do the same.”

“We are distressed and extremely dis-
turbed by the recent series of attacks and

harassments by alleged NPA elements—in— the-security-

various areas nationwide,” he said.
“The unilateral ceasefire was precisely
set in place to provide an enabling environ-

_______ment for the ongoing peace talks and also

to secure the support of the stakeholders
and the bigger public in understanding and
supporting these unprecedented, although
small but significant steps, for sustainable
peace in the land. We do not wish to un-
necessarily squander those gains that even
saw President Duterte exercising strong
political will to move the peace process
forward,” he added.

Col. Bartolome Bacarro, commander of
the Army's 502nd Brigade, said the soldiers
kilied in the Isabela attack - Corporals Gary
Camaneg and Virgilic Herrera - were on
a peace and development mission when
they were waylaid in Barangay Mabbayad
at around 8:30 a.m. Monday.

The two, who were in civilian clothes,
were with barangay officials on.the way

to the town proper to request seedlings’

R IR
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from environment officials as part of a tree-
planting project.

“This is just to show how untrue they
are 10 the peace process,” Bacarro said of
the rebels. .

In Batangas, NPA rebels attacked the Pico
De Loro resort in Nasugbu town around
8:30 p.m. Sunday. The rebels disarmed

firearms, some of them high-powered, said
AFP spokestman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla.

“They also attempted to burn some
building being put up by a developer,”
said Padilla.

In Valencia City, NPA rebels lobbed
two grenades near an evacuation center
Barangay Concepcion at around 8:30 p.m.
Monday, said 4th Infantry Division spokes-
man Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez.

The grenades were lobbed near the
position of soldiers, who are providing
security to evacuation centers for residents
displaced by recent floods.

“They were lobbed 15 meters away from
the evacuation center. Fortunaiely, the two
grenades didn’t explode, said Martinez.

Martinez said the rebels launched two
simultaneous attacks against troops of
the 29th Infantry Battalion in Barangays
Mahayahay and San Isidro in Kitcharao
town in Agusan del Norte around 1:30 a.m.
yesterday. Brief fighting ensued but no one

i

was reported killed or injured.

An hour later, Martinez said the rebels
iobbed a grenade on soldiers of 29th IB in
Barangay Hinimbangan, also in Kitcharao
town. The grenade exploded but the blast
did not cause any death or injury.

In Sarangani, NPA rebels fired at soldiers
of the 73rd Infantry Battalion in Barangay

guards-and-earted-a-cache-of - Banlibato-in Alabel town around 2:30 p.m.

Monday, said 10th Infantry Division spokes-
man Capt. Rhyan Batchar.

Batchar said the soldiers were providing
security to a road project.

In Kiamba town, also in Sarangatii, NPA b

els burned a passenger van in Barangay Lebe
at around 6:15 p:m. Monday. Batchar said the
rebels toid the driver and two passengers to
disembark before setting the van on fire.

In Compostela Valley, NPA rebels raided
the Musahamat plantation in Barangay
{Jnion in Monkayo town around 7:40 p.m.
Monday. Batchar said the rebels took a shot-
gun, a cal. 30 revolver, keys of a backhoe
and a truck, and cell phones of the planta-
tion personnel.

The attacks are in addition to two rebel
atrocities earlier reported by the Armed
Forces - abduction of a soldier in Alegria
town in Surigao del Norte Sunday after-
noon; and attack on soldiers in Surigao City
that left a soldier dead and three others
wounded on Monday morning.
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Tpamamahagi ngay Jng araw ang relie1 goods mula sa “People
of Davac” na ni-repacked ng mga-sundalo ng oth Infantry Divi-
sion ng Phil. Ammy sa Awang, Datu Odin Sinsuat sa Maguindanao.
Libu libung residente sa bayan ng Datu Montawal at Pagalungan
ang naapektuhan ng patuloy na buhos ng ulan at pagbaha Kuka
ni Jo Henry ng ARMM-HEART information afficer.
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NPA commits atrocities in Eastern
Mindanao during peace talks

Lui Claudio

. " Despite the mutually declared unilateral ceasefire with the Duterte
- administration, the Maoist CPP-NPA committed a series of atrocities
= within the last 48 hours.
According to the reports sent by Anti-Crime Watch Group in Mindanao,
the ouftrages included an abduction, violent attacks, harassment, and
- i ) arson.
= . Private First Class Erwin Salan of 30"Infantry Battalion was abducted at
L the vicinity of Lumondo Falls, about a kilometer from the center of
- ++ re Barangay Budlingin, Alegria town in Surigao del Norte while leading youth
© 7 volunteers in a forest clean-up drive about 4:00 in the afternoon of
January 29, Sunday.
There was also an attack on the resort in Pico de Loro, Batangas which was earlier visited by Miss Universe
contestants. There were about 30 fully-armed men of NPA who disarmed the guards, took the weapons,
ransacked the building, torched the staff house and several quarters of employees and even attempted to burn
other buildings about 7:30 p.m. of the same day.
Past midnight of Monday, three members of a composite Peace and Development Team of 75IB and 30IB led
by 2Lt. Clarence Jae C. Patayan were wounded after their encounter against some 15 members of SPP-16B,
Guerilia Front 16, NEMRC, KOMMID, CPP-NPA jed by Pablo Logatiman alias 'Lucas’ at the vicinity of Sitio
Brazil, Barangay Mat-i, Surigao City.
The wounded troops are identified as Private First Class Estrabela of 75iB who obtained a splinter on the left
eyebrow, Corporal Abalde of 30IB who was grazed on the ieft thigh and Corporal De la Cruz of 30IB with a
gash on the right foot;
About 2:30 p.m. Monday, a team of Citizen Armed Force Geographical Unit (CAFGU) under 721B & 73!B were
harassed while securing heavy equipment of Jargon Construction used in a road rehabilitation project as part
- -of -itsBayanilran—investors Protection-and-Security Operations-at-SitioBanlibato,-BarangayPag-Asa;-Alabel =
town in eastern Sarangani Province.
The rebel group also set a passenger van on fire when it was blying the Gensan-Maitum route at the vicinity of
Purok Mirasol, Barangay Lebe, Kiamba, Sarangani past 6 p.m. of the same day.
Bearing the registered plate number MVY-400, and carrying three passengers and a driver identified as Ogie
Rosite, the van is reportedly a total wreck. However, there was no one hurt by the incident.
According to the report, as soon as the vehicle halted at Tabtao, Brgy Lebe crossing, at least three armed men
appeared and asked all who were in the van to disembark from it so they could burn it.
Before the four left, one of the men said to them, “tell the PNP and Army we are NPA.” -AGA

S | . .
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2 soldiers killed in Isabela NPA ambush -
Army

Thom Andrade and Jaime Sinapit,

MANILA, Philippines -- Two soldiers were killed in what the Army said was a New People's Army ambush in
Echague town, Isabela on Monday.

Colonel Bartolome Bacarro, commander of the army’s 502nd infantry Brigade, told reporters in a phone patch
briefing Tuesday that three soldiers from Bravo Company of the 86th Infantry Battalion were accompanying
officials of Barangay Mabbayad to the loca! office of the Depariment of Environment and Natura! Resources to
seek a permit for a tree-planting project when they were attacked around 8:30 a.m. Monday.

Bacarro said the soldiers were in civilian clothes and riding two motorcycles. Only one of them was armed with
a pistol. He named the fatalities as Corporal Gary Camaneg and Virgilio Herrera.

The third soldier survived unhurt.

“It's unfortunate they did that and they themselves violated their declaration of unilateral ceasefire. This is just
to show their insincerity to talk peace,” Bacarro said of the rebels.

The ambush is the latest ceasefire violation the rebels have been accused of.

T_he Eastern Mindanao Command has also accused communist rebels in the Davao and Caraga regions of
violating their unilateral ceasefire by attacking “peace and development teams” of the Army in Surigao City and
Agusan del Norte, killing a militia organizer and an alleged drug dealer in Davao City, and abducting a soldier

in Surigac del Norte this month.

Despite the ambush, Bacarro said they would continue to “abide” by the government’s own unilateral ceasefire,
although his troops and police have mounted a joint pursuit operation against the rebels who carried out the

ambush as part of iaw enforcement.

The rebels have also accused government forces of ceasefire violations and human rights violations mostly
involving continued combat operations and the occupation of hinterland communities.

19
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Duterte plans to tap mi iitary

resident Duterte 15 planning

'to tap the military to arrest

drug personalities, appar-

ently including rogue cops,

amid the massive cleansing of the
police ranks.

The President sought the assis-
tance of the military after ordermg
a halt to police anti-drug operations
following the kidnap-slay of a South
Korean national. -

“Let me reorganize the enforce-

‘ment diyan sa drugs sa police. In

the meantime, they would be ar-

rested and I will order you to arrest .

. them,” {hié President said during

the oath-taking of mlhtary officers m
Malacafiang

- “Kung hindi ko kayo ipasok sa
laro, patay ake. Walang magtingin
divan sa abusadong puhs. The cul-
ture of corruption sa pulis, matindi.
In the beginnng pati mga generals,”
he added.

Duterte said he has already or-
dered the police “to stop all op-
erations” in the fight against illegal
drugs. The campaign will now be led
by the Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA).

Page: o'z

“No policemen in this eountry

anywhere is allowed to enforce laws-—
" related to the drug campa:gn,” he
‘said i

- He expressed concern that some
police scalawags have tinkered with
arrest warrants to capture victims in
the guise of the anti-drug campaign

“Kasi magamit nila “yang, palitan
nila ‘yang warrant, palitan Iang ang
pangalan,” he said :

National Security Adviser Her-
mogenes Esperon Jr. said a special
military unit could be deputized by the
PDEA to help enforve ithe anti-drug
campaign.

" . “You do not employ the whole
Armed Forces in anti-drugs. Gagawa
talaga ng unit Hindi kanya-kanyang
nperate. Kailangan may designated
units.” Esperon said in a media inter-
view at the Palace. - - -

Early in the day, Malacanang an-
nounced the President is considering
the revival of the Philippine Constabu-
lary (PC) to augment forees in keep-
ing peace and order in the country.

The PC, a military force, could also
support the operations of PDEA.

“It’s not yet official as far as I know,
but the Philippine Constabulary may
be-~ may be reactivated,” Presidential

e

spokesman Ernesto Abella said.

Under the proposal, Abella said
the PC would be “national in scope”
while the Philippmme Nat:onal Pohce
will be localized.. .

“The Philippine Constabulary
would be composed of gentlemen
from the Armed Forces and from the
military, which would be different
from the PNE” he said.

 “Theywould be n a sense a more
trustworthy organization being seen’
that they have not been... They are not
civilian run like the PNP but run by
authority under the Armed Forces,”
he added i
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soldiers despite

ceasefire,

By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

New People’s Army (NPA) rebels have launched
“planned and coordinated attacks” against soldiers
despite the peace negotiations and the unilateral
ceasefire, according to the Armed Forces of the Phil-

peace talks

Evangelistain Patag, Cagayan violate their own ceasefire
de Ore Citv r=ad. declaration and are an assault

The AFP said three soldiers o the communities and the
were wounded in another people who seek assistance

ippines (AFP).

In a report to the Ot:nce of
the Presidential Adviser on
the Pezce Process (OPAPP),
the AFP cited the attacks on
soldiers in Isabela and several
areas in Mindanao onMonday

Tw soldiers rrom the Ap-
rnfr & 8oth Infantry Battation,

o

followmg ur a tree-planting
project ai ine Department of
‘onment and Natural-Re-

— Enwvir

were escorting villagers -

ambush in Barangay Benguet
in Echague town. ..

In Bukidnon, suspected
NPA rebels lobbed grenades
at soldiers engaged in relief
operations for flood victims
in Barangay Concepcion in
Valencia City

“Fortunately, the grenades
did not sxplode. This could
have caused undue casualtics
—amd-further-mrisery to Hood

attack by WNPA rebels in Sitio
Brazil in Barangav Mat-1 1n.
Surigao City. -
NPA guerrillas also.attagked
peace and developmant teams
in Barangays San Isidro, Ma-
hayahay and Hinambangan in
Kiicharao, Agusan del Norte.
Col. Edga_rd Arevalo, AFP
public arfairs office chief, also
demanded the release nf Pt
First Class Erwin Salam, who

was seized while conducting -

community service in Algeria
town in Isabela on Sunday.
TH 105

sources office, were killedinan  victums,” a report from Camp  tacking the soldiers I‘hesh

L
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from the Army tn improve
their ives,” Arevalo said

Lt Gen. Rey Levnardo
Cuerrerc. Eastern Mindanao
Command chiet, called on
the Communist Party of the
Philippines leadership to show
sincerity in the peace talks by
ordering therr armed members
to stop attackmg soldiers

‘Distressed, disturked’

The governiment 15 “dis-
iressed and extremely dis-
+ turbed” by the series of attacks
SEMETT tebels,
Presidential Adviser on the

Prace Process Tesus Dureza said. [
“The unilateral ceasefire |
was set mn place to provide an |
enabling environment for the |
ongong peare talks and secure
the support of stakeholders and
the public in understanding |
and supporting these unprec- |
edented although small but |
sigruficant steps fur sustamnable
peace in the land,” Dureza said.
“Exther some 1n the National
Democratic Front leadership
talking to the government are
not in contrel ot their own
forces on the ground, or they

-are undermining efforts fer——-

sustainable peace or pressuring



Army Vision: By 2028, e world-class Army that is a source of national pride

.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

o\ February 2017

Duterte taps China vs pirates
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in Sulu sea

In a bid to stop the expan-
sion of extremism and piracy
in the southern seas, President
Duterte has requested China to
patrol the areas in international
waters leading to Malaeca
Strait and the Sulu Sea.

“I also asked China if they
can patrol the international
waters without necessarily

intruding into the territonal

waters of the country. We
would be glad if we have their
presence,” Duterte said in a
speech before newly promoted
generals led by Armed Forces
of the Philippines chief Gen.
Eduardo Afio at Malacafiang

last night

This developed as a special
emissary of the Indonesian
government flew in Monday
night to seek clarification on a

Duterte stressed the Islamic
State (IS) problem should be
contained. - :

- “I cannot allow (it}, they
are not only killing...it has
nothing to do with Moro and
Christians, They are just killing
everybody. They are kidnap-
ping Indonesians. There is a
report of kidnapping there and
a special emissary was sent
by the Central Government of
Jakarta who flew in Jast night,”
he said, -

Duterte sald he told the

top Indonesian official that
‘the Philippines and Indonesia
have agreed to address the se-

cunity concerns in the hugh seas -

bordering the two countries, as
well as Malaysia.

“I1ust remind them about
this understanding, put it
into practice Allow more
ships (to enter the area),”
Duterte said.

He was referring to the tri-
lateral maritime agreement
between the Philippines, Ma-
laysia and Indonesia on joint
air patrols in the problem areas.

"It was at this juncture that
Duterte revealed that he has
asked for China's help if Phil-
ippine torces, with their mea-
ger resources, are unable to
address the problem.

Duterte said ships of the

Page: )

. kidnapping incident. __ Chinese coast guard could .

come in without treading into
the country’s territorial zones,
keeping in mind the arbitration
ruling against China. :

He said Beijing could de-
ploy its coast guard cutters, not
its “gray ships” or naval agsets.

He cited Beijing’s assistance
to Somalia at the height of pi-
racy in the area

National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. said
the President could just be ex-
pressing his serious concerns
on the continuing kidnapping

[l
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

activities in Mindanae. . ance. it adds up to the goods

Esperon added there was and the services there, governs

also an Indonesian whe was the world, 1t's always goods
injured during a military op~ and services,” Duterte said

eration in Butig, Lanao del Sur. ~ With Duterte asking for Ber-

the known lair of the extremist  Jing’s help, observers noted he
Maute Group. also allowed China to 1mple-

- “Terrorism 18 an,interna- menti 1ts Maritime Sili _Road

ticnal concerr, that's what—that-inecludes-the-Malacea--

he meant. If he may have Strait as one of its stops.

mentioned one country, all ~ Chinese President X1 finping
countries are also concerned had armounced that his country
on terrorism,” Esperon said ~ “—~wanied torevive not just the tra-

. ditional Silk Road's land route,
Imped“_'g trade but also a matitune route. -
Duterte expressed concern Reports said most of Chi-
that the piracy ahd kidnap- na’s trade and about 80 per-
ping incidents in Sulu Sea and cent of its energy needs pass
Malacca Strait have impeded through the Malacca Strait.
trade operations in the area.. Before Duterte’s pivot

He made the statement to China, there had been so
following reports that some much resistance against Bei-
international cargo ships jing's expansion operations
have opted to look for other in many areas in the South
sea rouies despite added China Sea.
2Xpense. - : .

}])Duterte said if the route is Aisa Masa style
closed due to the highinci-  Duterte has also con-
dence of kidnapping cases, the sidered giving firearms to
flow of goods would be ham- locals to empower them
osered and become very costly in fighting against mili-
lo internationa) traders, "~ tants, a strategy similar to

_ “Fither they go up to the the old Alsa Masa group.

have gathered reports that Abu
Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon
had joined forces with the
Maute group in the quest to
become the Ililead of IS in the
Philippines l =
“And there 15 the Maute,
and from wbat we gather,
Hapilon was chosen to lead,”
beadded.. .. _
Duterte, who has expressed

pointed out the need to con-
tain the fighting in Southern
Philippines. F R
“I told (Defense Secretary)
Delfin, General Lorenzana,
and all, that we have to contain
the fighting. We cannot afford
to allow it to spread. Or else,
I'll be forced to arm every-

_body,” he said.

But he cautioned that the

sertous concern about the IS Alsa Masa ended up using the
propagation in the countrvy arms given to them “against

-even in his meetings with - civilians. for. depredations,

the diplomatic community, hold-up, all of 1t.”

north, and if they're headed The Alsa Masa was estab-
for Mexico, down south, or lished as a vigilante group in
here where it would be nearer, 1984 to combat communist
which would mean higher insurgency in Davao City.

w0sts, higher rate, higherinsur-  Duterte revealed authorities

E
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US to Duterte: Nc apons depotin Phl

The United States is not building any “If your question is where he got the tion,” presidential spokesman Ernesto
weapons depot in the Philippines information, I cannot tell you that. Buthe  Abella told a press briefing.

US Ambassador Sung Kim made the seems to be privy to some sort of informa- — Iris Gonzales, Alexis Romero
clarification a day after President Duterte ‘ '
accused the UUS of building permanent
arms storage facilities in the country.

“The US is not building any weapons.
“depotanywheren the Philippines;” Kin
said in a forum organized by the Makati
Business Club -

Kim said Duterte may have been mis-
mfermed:-- - - - - - . 5 poa

“1 ihink scme misinformation was
gven to the President and that’s why he
gave that statement expressing concerns
about a possible weapons depot,” he said.

Duterte, in yet another tirade against
the US. said Washington was bringing
weapons into three provinces in the coun-
try, risking regional stability.

He said this was a dangerous breach
of a defense deal between the US and the
Philippines.

“['hey're unloading arms in the Phil-
ippines now ... I'm serving notice to the
armed forces of the United States. Do not
do it, I will not allow it,” Duterte said in
a televised news conference.

However, Kim stressed that there is
nothing planned that “even closely re-
sembles a weapons depot.” ‘

Instead, Kim said there is an existing
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agree-
ment (EDCAY) thai allows the USto build ™
facilities and structures inside Philippine
bases

He said these are not US bases but
Filipino bases.

- “I think there's already a very strong

rotection for Filipino interest in the En-
hanced Defense Cooperation Agreement.
In fact, it was a very carefully negotiated
document, agreement,” Kim said.

- Duterte has said provisions of the
Visiting Forces Agreement between the
Thilippines and US bar the establishment
of permanent US military facilities in the
country. .

“Adepotis by any other name a depot.

It's a permanent structure to house arms,”
the President said.

- The Armed Forces of the Philippines
{AFP),-through-spokesman. Brig. Gen
Restituto Padilla, said it could not find
proof of the existence of any US weapons (g
depot in the country. o

But Malacafiang insisted yesterday _ : ]
there was basis for the President’s claim. 3~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205
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By Alex Rey V. Pal
Contributor

DUMAGUETE CITY—The Te-
cent installation of runwaylights
at the Dumagaete-Sibuian air-
port here has brought a retired
militarv pilot to recall the first
night landing at that airport.

Tt swas an event over four-

decades age when Dumague-
tefios responded to a call for
help and lit up the runway with
their car lights to iielp him make
an emergency landing.

It was March 29, 1975.

“i was. a first lieutenant with
the 2z0th Airlift Wing based at
Mactun &ir Base in Cebu back
then,” said Eugene Malahay,
niow o retired Air Force rolonel
fiving in Dumaguete, after
checking his flight lagbook.

He had just completed a flight

ﬂMama—fmmMamla -when.a-.

call for help camne from the Philip-
pine Constabulary (PC) in Siguijor
province. They sought reinforce-
ment from their regional nifice to
ward off a band of pirates.

“The Aw Force l.me;vg I was
from Dumagnete go thiss asked

‘M\

FRG

LQ..\E

Then 1st Lt. Eugene Malahay (nght} is in command of a C-123K
arrcraft that made the first mght landing in Dumaguete City 41

R

Page: _AL

FLIGHT SAFETY

FX-PILOT CREDITS COMMUNITY EFFORT IN FIRST MIGHT
LANDING IN DUMAGUETE

years ago. His children, Yvette (now Yvette M. Kim) and Pamela

{now Dr. Pamela M. Mosqueda), are shown with his aircraft in an:
.undated photo. —CONTRIBUTED PHOTQS

me 1f 1 was willing to fly ope pla-
toon {about 40 personnel) of con-
stables,” he said There was no
airport 1n Siquijor that could ac-
commodate ize C-123K Provider
ancraft so they would haverto fly

r

g

to Dumaguete from where the
soldiers would take a pumpboat
to Siquijor.

Dumaguete’s airport had no
runway lights. “I agreed to fly
because it was « moonlit night,”

Malahay recounted.

- The Fairchild C-123K
Provider transport aireraft with
bodv number AF 632, was the

_ aircraft of chorce for that flight.
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After making their flight edfrom Grade6 then, was one of
plan, Maiahay and his copilot, those who showed up with his
Maj Antonio Paulin, were soon  father, Bon, and brother. Boyd.

alrborne with the platoon of Now a businessman based m

Constabulary troops i the United States, Yrad said they
LA -5 were among the first to respond

—-—-36-minuteflight - —asthey were living near the end -

" The 36-minute flight ro of the auport runway. “Papa
Dumaguete was mainly un- helped organize parking the ve-
eventful until they reached the hicles lining the airstrip,” he said.
darkaport-— -+ - E-o- - Yrad noted the people who-

“We couldn’t see the mnway came out to help were actually
but I was familiar with the ter- risking their lives
rain so we made a few ap- = “Everyone seemed to be
proaches,” Malahay said. thinking more of helping the be-
Thenoisy drone of the plane’s  leaguered airplane and its pas-
engines as it made low passes sengers than thelr owR, safetv i
above the city at a time when he said.

most Dumaguetenios would By the time thev made their
rather be sleeping, worried many.  fourth approach, Malahay and
What could be wrong? Paulin could already see the

The answer came when they runway and proceeded to land
turned on their radio sets to the plane, earning their place in
hedar an announcement from history as the first pilots to
the provincial PC headquarters make a night landing at the Du-_
over local radio dySR, asking car - maguete airport. '
owners to go to the airport, and Today, nearly 42 years after
light up the runway with their that first night landing, planes
headlights to help the military can take off as laté as 7 p.m. at
plane land. Vebicle owners re- the Dumagnete-Sibulan airport,

sponded tu the rcail, thanks to the newa installed

Billy Yrad, who Just graduat- ~runwaydights. IN@

20
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5 Abus slain, 7 wounded in Sulu clash

ZAMBOANCAXITY —Five
Abu Sayaf bandits vwere killed
and seven others w ere wound-
ed in an encounter with Army
Sccvut Rangers in Sulu yester-
daw.

Two soldiers vwere alsa
wounded in the clash in Ba-
rangay Pugad Manaul in Pan-
amao town at around ¥ a.m,

acrording tc Ma) Gen. Carlito
Calvez Jr, Western Muridanao
Command chief. :
Galvez said members of
Joint Task Force Sulu iuhally
encouritered the bandts led
by Alhabsy Misaya, but the
rilitants withdrew -
He said the bandits incurred
casualties when they encoun-
]
|

tered soldiers belonging to the
First Infantry Battalion.

Galvez said thereis noletup
in pursuit operations for the
bandits to recover the remain-
mng hostages.

The Abu Sayyaf is still hold-
ing seven Indonesians, five
Malaysians, six Vietnamese,
a Dutch, a German, a Korean

and six Fiipinos
“We will not stop in our
@scue operahions. Cur umts
are zeroing in on the loca-
tiun of the vichms. I cannot
discuss the details due o
operatiunal security, but
definitely we will rescize the
victims,” Galver said
~ Roel Parefio

J:
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Mayors blame Abus

NQUIRERS

TAERINL DALY,

s

REGIOMN
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- forBasilanblasts

‘Local offictals are plaming last week's series of
blasts in Basilan, which killed two children and
wounded ‘hree others. on the Abu Sayyaf, saying
the bandits have Tesorted to planting bombs to

i

| divert ylitary and poli ‘
| tions against the Maute group and its
F

* are hiding 1n the hinterlands of Butig,
| Lanao del Sur. ~STORY BY JULES ALIPALA

MViayors say bombi
By Julie Alipala ' “Bandits-are hard up here,”
@elipal4julieINQ Lajid said as the military in-

ZAMBOANGA  CITY—Local
nfficiais tagged the Abu Sayyaf
behind the series of explosions
in Bacilan province, which
Lilled ctwo children and wound-

ed three otlieTs [astweek
Mayor Darus Lajid of Al-Bar-
ra town and Mayor Rose Furi-
gay of Lamitan City believed the
Abu Sayvaf staged the bomb-
ings to divert the attention of
the military and police from op-.
erations against the Maute ter-
ror group and its allies in Butig
town in Lanao del Sur province.

The roadside blast i Al-.

Barka town killed two chuldren
and wounded three others on
Sunday morning. No one was
hurt in. the twin explosions
in Lamitan City, which oc-
curted simultaneously in the
villages of Maganda and Malin-
is on Saturday.

tenslfig_d its pursuit operation
against the Maute gloup in
Butig. “They will try their best
to sow more terror to get
wider attention Unfortunate-
v, the viciims were innocent

children,” he added

Killed in Al-Barka were
Niyadz Pising. 2, and Ombek
Akbar, 5, who were playing out-
doors when they accidentslly

triggered & tomb placed on a
trall frequented by locals. The
explosion alsc injured Pahmiya
Pising and Saliniya Akbar, both
4, and Su;auma Akbar, 25
~ Furigay said the explosions
in Lam:tan did pot hurt anyone
but these dJdamaged several
properties in her city.
“IThe Abu Sayvaf] was out

nn

ngs -staged to divert AFP, PNP attenticn from Lanac

ce attention from opera-
allies who

i
ad

to create scenarios. The bandit
group wanted to divert the at-
tention of the military-and the
police from Butig by planting
bombs in our place,” she added.

Peoring shmlar attacks 1o
this city, Mayor mMaria Isabelle
Salazar called om securtty
forres and local officials t©

boanga against such threats.

gulazar, who chairs the Re-
gional Peace and Order Council
in Western Mindanao, said in-
telligence operatives and vil-
lage officials can nelp by de-
wecting possible threats, =spe-
cially from Islamic State-n-
spired groups.

Chief Supt. Billy Beltran,
Western Mindanao police di-
rector, said the police have
been closely working with the
militaty ro detect threats 2arly.

“we have contingencies in
case there 1s spillover [of fight-
ing from Butig),” he said.

Military reports said opera-

OFF!CE'OFTHE‘ARMYCHIE?‘PUBUC?’.FFNRS?EmaH’addroacpa}nﬁy(?o‘ti’@gmaif;cnnr-ﬂr‘mﬁfé—gmup-an its—-allies —o——

fions in Butig against the

killed an Indonesian and 14 sus-

del Sur operati@

e v <= - = ——grork together-to-protect Zam: |
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LIVING WITHCONELICT A resident of Butig in Lanao del Sur province passes by a'military vehicle
as soldiers pursue members of the Maute terror group and Abu Sayyaf in the town. —JEOFFREY MAITEM
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B i ﬁ‘idilyn Digy said she is readyto

+ sacrifice everything, including her love
life, to win a gold medial in the 2020 To-

kyo Olympic Games

At 25, marriage should be ideal for

the silver medal winner in weightlift-
ing in last year’s Rio Games, but that’s

hardly in her mind, she said, because
preparing for the Tokyo Games has
taken precedence. -

That the Tokyo Games will be her
fourth Olympics and that she will be
29 by then don’t matter much for the
sports celebrity who bucked odds to
hreak the country’s 20-year medal

drought in the Olympics.
By winning the silver in the 53- kilo

division, Diaz also became the first
woman to win an Olympic medal for

the Philippines.
- She now wants not only to become

the first woman to win a gﬂld medal for

- —T1t's-been -a whlrlwnd— of actmty

Rlo Games silver medal winner Hndllyn Dlaz jokingly throws a - .punch
at boxing champion Jerwin Ancajas in yesterday's PSA Forum ‘at the
Golden Phoenix Hotel In .Pasay City. (Rlo Deluvio) :

Diaz to stay love-less
until Tokyo Olymmcs

the country but the hrsi. to win a gold
medal period. : '

for Diaz since that fateful day m Ric.
She trains, she studies and does many
otherthings as a member of the Philip-
‘pine Air Force.. - --

But Tokyo is never far away .From
her thoughts. -

“Nilalagay ko sa isip ko na pan-
garap ko ‘to... ginusto ko ‘to (fo still
compete in Tokyo),” said Diaz during

--the Philippine Sportswriters Associa-

tion Forum at the Golden Phoenix Ho-
tel in Pasay City yesterday.

“So priority ko ang training ko, ang
family ko naman naintindihan-na gani-
to e,” added Diaz.

“Kung sa lakas naman kaya %o na,
time management na Jang ang prob--
lema, kung paanc ko i-organize sched-
ule ko,” said Diaz, who added that her
love life will have to take a backseat in
her quest for an Olympxc gold medal.

I
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AFP-war vs terror
groups intensified

DEFENSE Secretary Del-  war agamst Abu Sayyaf
fin Lorenzana yesterday Group (ASG), Maute
called on terrorists to sur Groupnndothgrtarm-ist
render before it’s too late groups in Mindanao ig
as the Armed Forces of now in full swing,

| the Philippines (AFP) The all-out war against

the military to use all therr
military assets agamst the l— e

-ABG, Maute Group, Ansar- i
- Bhilata Telammyan and Bang-
samore Islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF: and others,
" As of prass time, AFP
elements are continuously
conducting air and Erm.md
offensive against the ter-
ronsis in Buog, Lanao del
Sur as well as n Basilan
and Suly, that are known
to I'JI%IA%G lair
e DND secretary as-
sured that the Armned Fore- |
es will always priuritize the !
safoty of residents m the
area as well as those kig-
nap victims. .
Lorenzana asked resi-
dents m the area to coap- ‘
erate with the Armed Fore- |
es io avoid any untoward ;
incident during the opera- ;
tion. Zaida Delos
Reyes-Palanca |

i . : , 5295
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Eastmincom raises alert

‘as NPA hei

alerted all its units, after a series of -
attacks, abduction and killings in the
Caraga and Davao regions perpetrated
by the communist New People’s Army
(N PA), despite a standing unilateral
cease-fire and the ongoing peace talks
with the National Democratic Front,

The Eastmincom chief, Lt. Gen Rey
LeonardoGuerrere, on Tuesday ordered
all units under the command to be on
alert against possible atrocities in the

commlttedand observethesuspension
of offensive militaryoperationsaspart
of the unilateral cease-fire,

“Inthe meantime, we will continue
to abide by our own cease-fire decla-
ration, and observe the suspension of
offensivemilitary operations. Wewill,

however, continue toexercise/perform
our mandate of protecting the people
and the communities against attacks
by armed threat groups,” he added.

— . GunmenbelievedtobeNPAguerril- . and.suffering to-the affected -com- —

lasfiredat the Peaceand Development
Teams {PDTs) that were stationed in
Mat-j, Surigao City,inthe mldmght of
January 30. ‘

Theattacklastedabout 15minutes,
and caused the wounding of three
Army troops.

2

itens attacks

AVAQO CITY—The Armed—-— = —“Shm’ﬂv—aft!ff denlght three
Forces Eastern Mindanao
Command (Eastmmcom)has

more attacks took place in the vil-
lages of San Isidro, Mahayahay and
Hmambangan, all 1n K1tcharao
Agusan del Norte, agamst the PDTs
deployed in these areas,

Guerrerosaidtheatroritiesran con-
trary to the spirit of the peace process,
especially in the delivery of basic ser-
vicestosupportfar-flungcornmuinities.

He said the PDTs are stationed in
depressed communities to facilitate
the delivery of basic government ser-
vices in collaboration with different
governrnent agencies,

“Letus condemn these atrocities,
which target out soldierswho are per-
formingnencombat m:ssions. These
tactical offensives by the NPAs are
inconsistent with their cease-fire
declaration, and could imperil the
ongoing peace negotiation. These
acts of violence also bring misery

munities. We call on the Communist
Party of the Philippines-NPA-NDF to
show sincerity in their peace talks
with the government by directing
theirarmed members to immediately
desist from committing atrocities,”
Guerrero said. ¥4 '
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turbed by the recent attacks

by the communists in Caraga

and Davan de:.plte E standmg
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series of aftacks and harass-
ments by alleged New People’s

Army elernents m various arsas.

Adviser en the Psace Pro- -.eaaeflre

cess Secretary Jesus Dureza -

st e e e

FramA;‘tA':

In Cagayan de Oro City, an official
said commumist guerrillas in Caraga
and Northern "Mindanao launched
coordinated attacked and harassed
government troops who were under-
taking relief operations to help flood
victims.

‘Captain Joe Patrick. Martinez,
spokesman of the 4th Infantry Di-
vision, said cornmunist guerrillas
lobbed two hand grenades at the
troops in Concepcion village in Va-
lencia City, Bukidnon,

“The grenades landed a few meters
from the evacuation center but did
not explode,” Martinez said.

“Those could have caused casual-
ties and added to the misery of the
civilian flood victims.”

,Dureza said the ceasefire was pre-
cisely set in place to provide an en-
abling. environment for. the ongoing -

peace fatks,

“We do not wish to unnecessarlly
squander those gains that even saw
President [Rodrigo] Duterte exercis-

mg strong political will to move the

peace process forward,” Dureza said.

“Either some in the National Dem-
ocratic Front leadership talking to
the government are not in fufl controf

~¢f therr own forces ‘on the ground” "~

or thev are themselves underminmg
these efforts for sustamable peace.

“The President will definitely
walk the extra mile for peace, but our
counterparts on the other side of the
peace table must reciprocate.”

The Armed Forces® Eastern Min-
danao Command has alerted all its
units after a series of attacks, abduc-
tion and killings in CARAGA and
Davao despite the ceasefire.

Lt General Rey Leonardo Guer-
rero said he had ordered ali vnits to
be on the alert against further com-
munist attacks,

“In the meantime, we will continue
to abide by our own ceasefire decla~
ration and observe the suspension of
offensive military operations,” Guer-
rero said.

Armed men believed to be mem-

bers of the New People’s. Ammy. fired..

at the soldiers in Mat-i, Surigao City,
at midnight of Jan. 30 and wounded
three of them.

~ Shortly after, three more attacks took
place in San Isidro, Mahayahey and
Hinambangan in Agusan del Norte,

natioawide,” Duteza said in &
- “We are dlsfxeased a,nd sx-‘ statement ..

S R e R
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r— By FRANCIS WAKEFIELD  —=iooni s —— —_—

The Armed Forces {AFP) yesterday said two
Army soldiers were killed following an ambush
staged by suspected New People’s Army (NPA)
guerillas in Echague, Isabela on Monday.

Page 4
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By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD

" The Armed Forces of the
Phitippmes (AFP) Trresday sait fwro
Army soldiers were killed following
an ambush stage by suspected New
People's Army (NPA) guerrillas in
Echague, Isabela on Monday.

- AFP Public Affairs Office (PAO)
chief Marine Colonel Edgard A.
Arevalo, identified the fatalities

| virgilio Herera, both members of
the Army's Bravo Company, 86th
1 Infantry Battalion.

| slain soldiers have already been
notified of their deaths.

Arevalo said one of the soldiers
from the 86th Infantry Battalion
was killed on the spot following the
attack. The other Army personnel
earlier reported wounded died
Tuesday while undergoing treatment
at a local hospital.

The Army's 502nd Brigade
commander Colonel Bartolome
Bacarro said the dup were on board
a motorcycle Monday morning
on their way to check on a tree-
'planting project at the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
{DENR) Office in San Isidro when they
were wavlaid by their attackers.

The victims, who were. about to
follow-up on a request regarding
their tree-planting activity, were

not in unfform, unarmed and were
wearing civilian clothes when the
attack happened.
Bacarro said barangay officials
who were on board a multicab
, escaped the attack as they were
| moving behind the troops.

2¢

as- Corporals-Gary Camaneg and-

| - The AFP said the families of the

"Tts unfortunate that they had to
do that, They {(NPAs) themselves.
violated their own declaration of &

—unilaterat-ceasefire. 50 this is just
to show how untrue they are in the
peace talks," Bacarro said. "However,
we will still abide with our own
declaration of 2 unilateral declaration
and services in the barangays."

On Sunday, an unarmed Private
First Class {PFC) Erwin Salan of

—the-30th-Infantry-Battalion. was-

abducted at gunpoint by members
of the NPA even while he was
wearing civilian clothes. - e
- "We have reported these
unfortunate Incidents to the Office
of the Presidential Assistant on the
Peace Process," Arevalo said.

Meantime, the AFP is trying to
get information if Abu Sayyaf Group
{ASG) leader Isnmilon Hapilon is
already dead. -

In a press briefing at Camp
Aguinaldo AFP spokesman Air Forca
Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla, said
latest intelligence reports reveal
the 50-year-old Hapilon remains
wounded and needs |mmedlate
medical attention, .

"The latest report we recelved
showed that the death toll remains
at 15 ferrorist killed, including an
Indonesian terrorist, with eight
wounded including Isnilon Hapilon
who is included in the high-value
individuals WhICh we are after,

" Padilla sald.

Padilla said they expect more
casualties to comea from the the
Abu Sayyaf, Maute Group including
foreign terrorist said to be with the:
two groups as the operation in Butig
continues.
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Inakusshan kahapon

~ ng militar ang rebeldeny

Mew People's Aumy
(NPA) ra umezno’y
umatake sa iba tibang de-
tachment sa Mindanao aa
ilinasugat ng 3 sundzlo.

Ayon sa Eastern Min-
danao Comimand. niratiar
ng mga rebelde ang tiopa
ha umanoy miyembrong
binansagang peace and
development team (PDT)
sa Barangay Mat-1 sz Su-
rigao City kamakalawa
at 3 iba peng outpost sa
barangay ng San Isidro.
Mahayahay at Hinamba-

Krteharao s4 Agusan del
Nore

“These atroerties ran
suntraty io the spirit of
the peace process espe-
<nlly in the delivery of
basic services to support
far flung commumiries
These PDs axe stationed
in depressed communi-
ties to facilitate the deii-
very of basic govermnent
services . collaboration
with different govern-
ment agencies,” pahayag

pa m army Major Ezra

Balagter: ang spokesman

(008t nilusob ng KPA

ngan 53 bayan naman ng ng Eestein Mindanap—

Command

Ingmuso rin ni Balag-
ic anz NPA na siyang
nasa likod ng pagpata,
kay Albert Sablada, na
nakusahang nasa likod
ng pagtatatag ng mga
anit-NPA mulitias, nitong
Jaumary (6 sa Barangay
Saloy sa Calinan district
sd-Davao City; at gayun
din kay suspected drug
dealer Neptali Alfredo
noong Januarv 23 sa Ba-
rangav Tabzon sa Paqui-
bairs disirct sa naturang
lugar. (Al Jacinto)
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U Ane NancuHaUNang Pasayacane TacaLos s Banga  PB.OD ,

Pagkamatay ng Sayyaf leader, kinuku._rhfjirma pa

Inihayagng Armed Forces of the

i Philippines {AFP)na patuloy nitong -

sinisikap na makumpirma ang
balitang patay na ang Abu Sayyaf
Group {ASG) leader na si Isnilon
Hapilon,

Sa press briefing sa Camp
Aguinaldo, Quezon City, sinabi ni

| AFP Spokesman Air Force Brig. Gen.

Restituto Padilla na batay sa huling
intelligence reports na natanggap ng

.militar, nananatiling malubha ang

lagay ng sugatang si Hapilon, 50,
at nangangailangan ito ng agarang

gamutan.
Sinabi rin nd Padilla na nananatili

parinsa 15 ang napapatay na terorista

sa matinding opensiba ng militar sa mga huling report na natanggap nila
Butig, Lanac-del Sut.— - —-—-- ——aytatlong kampo na ng mga terorista -
“The latest report we recerved  ang nakubkob ng militar.

showed that the death toll remains
at 15 terrorst killed, including an
Indonesian terrorist, with eight
wounded including Isnilon Hapilon
who is included in the high-value
individuals which we are after,” sabi
ni Padilla. -

“The information that we got is
that he (Hapilon) is wounded and
needs medical attention. But if he
is already dead or still alive, that's
whatwe're trying to find out as of this
fime,” dagdagniya. - i

Sinabi rin ni Padilla na batay sa

“The encampments were in ‘the
same areas that were attacked and
we believe these terrorists have been
harboring,” sabt ni Padilla. “When I
say camps it doesn’t mean they are
big ones. It could be just a small one
which they use as a hideout. So there
were three camps that were reached

and scoured by our troops but the .

result of which we don't have.”
Aniya, nasa 100-150 miyembrong
Abu Sayyaf at Maute terror group ang
timitugis ng militar sa Butig,
Francis T. Wakefield
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Naglabas ng urgent
appedl ang grupong
KARAPATAN Alliance
for the Advancement
of People's Rights sa
gobyerno ni Panguiong
Rodngo Duterte dahil sa

tumitinding pagpaslang

sa mga akithista sa kana-
yunan.

Avon sa grupo, ni-
tong buwan lamang ng
Enero 2017, apatl na
aktibista Labilang ang

dalawang Lumad lead-

&s¢ sa Mindanao ang

e

WJanuary record: 4

H T

{ihisia natay

Pahina.

e

pinaslang dahil sa mli-
tarisasyon

Kinilala ang mga ak-
tibisiang napaslang ni-
tong Enero na sina ve-
nie Diamante, Veronico
Delamente, Alexander
Cabellos 2t Wencislao
Pacquao,

“Four farmers have
buen killed mn = maontzh,
two of them indigenous
leaders in Mindanao.
Plezse 1oin us in con-
demning the continumg
attacks acainat farmers

and leadeis of indigenous
communities ‘who have
dedicated their lives in

" defense of their land and

rights,” panawagan ng
grupo.

Simsisi ng KARAPA-
TAN ang pagkunsint ni
Duterte sa mapang-abu-
song counter-insurgency
opeiations ng Armed
Forces of the Philippines
(ATP) sa ilalim ng Oplan
Kapayapaan na ipinalit sg
Oplan Bayanihan. (Jun
Tadios)
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Hldﬂyn Dlaz smd she is ready i

sacrifice everything, including her love
life, to win a gold medal in the 202() To-

kyo Olympic Games

At 25, marriage should be 1dea1 fur"
the silver medal winner in weightlift- -

ing in last year's Rio Games, but that’s
hardly in her mind, she said, because
preparing for the Tokyo (:ames has
taken precedence

That the Tokyo Games wxll be her
fourth Olvmpics and that she will be
29 by then don’t matter much for the
sports celebrity who bucked odds fo
break the country’s Z0-year medal
drought in the Olympics.

By winning the silver in the 53-kilo
division, Diaz also hecame the first
woman to win an Olympic medal for
the Philippines.

She now wants not only to berome
the first woman to win a gold medal for

RID Games sﬂver medal winner Hldllyn Dlaz jokingly throws a punch
at boxing champion Jerwin Ancajas in

‘Diaz to stay love-less:
untﬂ Tokyo O};ympics

" the country but the urst towin a qold

medal period.

- It’s ‘beemr & whlrlmnd -of - activity
for Diaz sinee that fateful day in Rio
She traing, she studies and does many
other things as a methr of the Fhilip-
piie Alr Force :

But Tokyo is never far away from
her thoughts. - :

. “Nilalagay ko se isip ko na pan-
garap ko ‘to. . ginusto ko ‘o (to still
compete in 'I‘okyu), said Diaz during
the Philippine Sportswriters Assoria-
tion Forum at the Golden Phoenix Ho-
+el in Pasay City yesterday.

“So priority ko ang training ko, ang
family ko naman naintindthan na gam—
to e,” added Diaz .

- “Kung sa lakas naman kava ko na,
time management na lang ang prob-
lema. kung paano ko i-organize sched-
qule ko,” said Diaz, who added that her
iove life will have to take a backseat In
her queqt for an Olymplc gold medal.

yesterdays PSA Forum at the

Golden Phoenix Hotel in Pasay City. (Rio Deluvm)
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E.orenzana: AFP’s all-out ops in Mindanao in
full swing

—Frances Mangosing

- LY
Defense Seerefary Dsffin Lorenzana. FILE PHOTO

The military’s all-out operations against the Abu Sayyaf and other local terrorist groups are in full swing,
Defense Secretary Deifin Lorenzana said on Tuesday.
This was after President Rodrigo Duterte ordered on Sunday a “full-press military operation” against the

terrorist groups that had pledged allegiance to the Isiamic State (IS). .
Last week, Lorenzana said that Abu Sayyaf leader isnilon Hapilon had moved from Basilan to Lanao in Central
Mindanao to unify local terrorist groups. He is considered as the overall ieader of the 1S in the Philippines.

“I would like to inform my fellow Mindanaoans and Filipinos that operations of the Armed Forces ofthe

chief said in a statement.
Lorenzana said they would use all available ground, air, and sea assets against their enemies, and "will leave

them no room for escape.”

The defense secretary also called on residents to refuse terrorists who are seeking refuge.

“Huwag hinyong tulungan ang mga terorista. Kung tatakbo sila sa mga bahay niyo, huwag niyo silang
patuluyin, kakanlungin at itatago. Kung mga kamag-anak o kaibigan ninyo sila at gusto niya silang sagipin,
kumbinishin nivo silang magbalik-loob sa pamahalaan habang may panahon pa,” Lorenzana said.

{Don't help the terrorists. If they run to your home, don’t iet them come in and hide. If they're your relatives or
friends and you want {o save them, convince them to surrender to the government while there’s still time.)

At least 15 militants, including an Indonesian, have been killed in the military’s operations in Lanao del Sur,

the AFP said last weekend. JE/rga
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Duterte taps AFP in war on bad cops

Nestor Corrales

Prasident Duterte has ordered the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) to arrest police scalawags
particularly those involved in illegal drugs as part of the cleansing of the Philippine National Police (PNP).

“ et me reorganize the enforcement diyan sa (against) drugs sa (in the) police. In the meantime, they would be
arrested and | will order you (AFP) to arrest them,” he said in a speech before military generals at Malacanang

on Tuesday.

__Duterte said.if the AFP_would not help_in_his war on drugs and corrupt police officers, no one would go after
them.

“Kung hindi ko kayo ipasok sa laro, patay ako. Walang magtingin diyan sa abusadong pulis. The culture of

~corfliption sa pulis, matindi. In the beg inning pati mga generais eh/hesaid:—————— -

(If 1 don’t put you into the game, I'm finished. No one will go after the bad cops. The culture of corruption in the
police is deep. Even generals are into it.)

In a press briefing on Sunday night, Duterte ordered the PNP to stop the enforcement of its anti-illegal drugs
campaign, saying he wanted a cleansing of the police force.

in an ambush interview after the oathtaking, National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr. said only a
specific unit of the AFP and not the whole force would be involved in the anti-illegal drug campaign.

“They can arrest if they are part of operations, and if they are deputized by PDEA then why not?” Esperon toid
reporters./ac
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AFP to NPA: Show sincerity in peace talks

Frances Mangosing

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) condemned the series of attacks and abduction allegedly by the
New People's Army (NPA) in parts of Eastern Mindanaoc despite the peace talks.

*We call on the [Communist Party of the Philippines-National Democratic Front-New People’s Army] to show
sincerity in their peace talks with the government by directing their armed members to immediately desist from
__commifting atrocities,” Eastern Mindanaoc Command chief L1, Gen. Guerrero said in a statement on Tuesday.

Irad, |

The military alleged that the NPA was behind the following incidents in the past 48 hours:

~"Abduction of Private First Class Erwin Salan of 30th infantry Battalion in Alegria, Surigao deINorie onJan. 29

Wounding of three soldiers of the 75th and 30th infantry Battalion. Members of Guerrilla Front 16 led by
Pablo Logatiman fired at the government troops in Mat-i, Surigao City past midnight of Jan. 30

Harassment of militiamen under 72nd and 73rd Infantry Battalion securing a road rehabilitation project
in Sitio Banlibato, Brgy, Pag-asa, Alabel in Sarangani past 2 p.m. on Jan. 30

Burning of a passenger van plying the Gensan-Maitum route in Purok Mirasol in Brgy, Lebe, Kiamba,
Sarangani past 6 p.m. on Jan. 30

Around 10 armed men believed to be NPA rebeis held security guards at gunpoint in Musahamat
Plantation and took away a shot gun, caliber 38 pistol, keys of a backhoe and dump truck and mobile phones

Three more attacks allegedly by the NPA took place in San Isidro, Mahayahay, and Hinambangan all of
Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte against the soidiers that are deployed in these areas past midnight of Jan. 30

Guerrero said the soldiers attacked by the NPA were part of non-combat missions.

“Let us condemn these atrocities which target our soldiers who are performing non-combat missions. These
tactical offensives by the NPAs are inconsistent with their ceasefire declaration and could imperil ongoing
peace negotiation. These acts of violence also bring misery and suffering to the affected communities,” he

said.

While the peace talks were ongoing in Rome last week, the military and the communists aiso figured in a
firefight in Makilala, North Cotabato, which left one rebel dead. It was the first encounter that broke the

unilateral ceasefire declared by both parties last August.
The peace panels were not able to come up with a bilateral ceasefire declaration in the recent negotiations.

They aim to compiete an agreement in February. CDG/rga
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AFP command alerts all units amid NPA
attacks

Armed Forces of the Philippines Eastern Mindanao Command (EastMinCom) has alerted all its units after a
series of attacks, abduction and killings in CARAGA and Davao regions perpetrated by the New People’s Army
(NPA) despite a standing unilateral ceasefire.

EastMinCom commander Lt.General Rey Leonardo Guerrero, in a statement Tuesday, has directed all units to
be on alert against possible atrocities in the future as he reminded troops to remain committed and observe the

__suspensicn of offensive military operations as part of the unilateral ceasefire.

“In the meantime, we will continue to abide by our own ceasefire declaration and observe the suspension of
offensive military operations. We will, however, continue to exercise/perform our mandate of protecting the
people and the communities against attacks by armed threat groups,” he added.

“~ Elements of an armed [awless group, believed to be members of the New People’s Army, firedatthe Peace
and Development Teams(PDTs) that were stationed in Mat-i, Surigao City in the midnight of January 30. The
attack lasted about 15 minutes and caused the wounding of three AFP personnel.

Shortly after midnight, three more attacks took place in San Isidro, Mahayahay, and Hinambangan, all of
Kitcharao, Agusan Del Norte against the PDTs deployed in these areas.
Guerrero said the atrocities ran contrary to the spirit of the peace process especially in the delivery of basic

services to support far-flung communities.
He said the PDTs are stationed in depressed communities to facilitate the delivery of basic government

services in collaboration with different government agencies.

“L et us condemn these atrocities which target our soldiers who are performing non-combat missions. These

tactical offensives by the NPAs are inconsistent with their ceasefire declaration and could imperil the ongoing

peace negotiation. These acts of violence also bring misery and suffering to the affected communities. We call

on the CNN to show sincerity in their peace talks with the government by directing their armed members to

immediately desist from committing atrocities,” Guerrero said.

On January 18, the NPAs aliegedly killed Aibert Sablada in Brgy. Saloy, Calinan, Davao City aliegedly for

being anorganizer of Alamara Militia. Then, foliowed by the killing of Neptali Alfredo on January 23 in Tabaon,

Malabog, Paguibato District allegedly for being tagged as a drug supplier.

The Command alsc lamented the abduction of Pfc Erwin Salan of 30iB in Lumondo Falls, Budlingin, Alegria,
@%aomnmmmwmmwimmammmﬂmmmma—#

civilians when the abduction happened on January 29. ‘
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No US military depot will be built in
Ph_i_li_pp_i_nes

The US will not be allowed to build any military depots in bases ear-marked for the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) under the US. This was disclosed Tuesday by Depariment of National
Defense (DND}) public affairs office chief Arsenic Andolong in a message to the Philippine News Agency.

“The Secretary of National Defense supports the President’s statements not (to) allow construction of military
—depots by the US;" hesaid:

“We are reviewing the provisions of the EDCA on allowabie infrastructures and ensure that the President’s
——-wishes are followed,” he added. ___.. = _ -

Earlier, President Rodrigo Duterte claimed that the Americans are unloading weapons and other stores in the
EDCA dedicated facilities in the Philippines.

However, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) maintained that only equipment and materials intended
for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) missions may be stockpiled in military facilities earn-

marked for EDCA.
Earlier, the Department of National Defense announced that the United States will start building some facilities

that can house troops and their equipment in Basa Air Base, Floridablance, Pampanga; Antonio Bautista Air
Base in Puerto Princesa, Palawan; and Lumbia Airfield in Cagavan De Oro, in relation to EDCA-related

activities.
Construction is expected to be done within the year.

*(These claims) were checked by the AFP and it was found out that there was not confirmed incident of this
nature and EDCA, like what was announced, is geared for the preparedness (of our forces) to respond fo

Sl

—HADR-situation-faster,™ said-AFP-spokespersonBrig—GenRestituto Padilla-in-Filipine:

“And if they are construciing warehouses or storage areas of equipment or items, these should be oriented for
HADR (like generator sets, rubber boats, or shelter-type materials, and water purifiers),” he added.

The AFP spokesperson said construction of fuet depots are allowable in EDCA as this will allow aircraft to
refuel and co repeated missions transporting relief goods and saving lives in times of calamities.

2]
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Eastern Mindanao Command Condemns
NPA Atrocities, Alerts Troops

Posted by Lui Claudio on January 31, 2017 at 9:40 AM

©  NSFA, Panacan, Davao City - The Eastem Mindanao Command of the
. Armed Forces of the Philippines condemns the New People's Army
following its series of attacks, abduction and kiliings in CARAGA and
~ Davao Region, despite the earlier declaration of the unilateral ceasefire.
| S S : Just recently, elements of an armed lawiess group, believed to be
Wi . members of the New People’s Army, fired at the Peace and Development
el 2R Teams (PDTs) that were stationed in Mat-i, Surigao City in the midnight of
© 1 imaesav January 30, 2017. The attack lasted about 15 minutes and caused the
B el i ,‘“"‘“““"‘ wounding of three AFP personnel.
Shortiy after rnldnight three more attacks took place in San Isidro, Mahayahay, and Hinambangan ali of
Kitcharao, Agusan Del Norte against the PDTs that are deployed in these areas.
These atrocities ran contrary to the spirit of the peace process especially in the delivery of basic services to
support far flung communities. These PDTs are stationed in depressed communities to facilitate the delivery of
basic government services in collaboration with different government agencies.
It can be recalled that the NPAs also killed Albert Sablada last January 16, 2017 in Brgy. Saloy, Calinan,
Davao City aliegedly for being an organizer of Alamara Militia. It was followed by the killing of Neptali Alfredo
on January 23, 2017 in Tabaon, Malabog, Paquibato District allegedly for being tagged as a drug supplier.
The Command also iaments the abduction of Pfc Erwin Salan of 30I1B in Lumondo Falls, Budlingin, Alegria,
SDN. The said military personnel was unarmed and in the company of other civilians when the abduction
happened on January 28, 2017.
Lieutenant General Rey Leonardo B. Guerrero, AFP, Commander of the Eastern Mindanac Command
expressed his serious concern and called on the NPAs to desist from committing further atrocities.
“Let us condemn these atrocities which target our soldiers who are performing non-combat missions. These
tactical offensives by the NPAs are inconsistent with their ceasefire declaration and couid imperil ongoing
peace negotiation. These acts of violence also bring misery and suffering to the affected communities. We call
on the CNN to show sincerity in their peace talks with the government by directing their armed members fo

—immediately-desistfrem-commitiing-atrecities, - Gen-Guerrero-said-
In line with such pronouncement, General Guerrero has directed all units to be on alert against possible
atrocities in the future and reminded the troops to remain committed and observe the suspension of offensive
military operations as part of the unilateral ceasefire.

“In the meantime we will continue to abide by our own ceasefire declaration and observe the suspension of
offensive military operations. We will, however, continue to exercise/perform our mandate of protecting the

people and the communities against attacks by armed threat groups,” he added.
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JTF Haribon condemns NPA killing

Joint Task Force Haribon Commander Brigadier General Gilbert |. Gapay condemns the killing of Neptali
Alfredo Pondoc who was kilied on January 23, 2017 in Tabaon, Malabog, Paquibato District for being alleged

as illegal drugs supplier.

- “This is not a dispensation of justice as they claim but purely murder- The-NFAs have no right to impose justice
as this is within the purview of the judiciary,” said Bgen. Gapay.

“It is ironic that the group grossly disregarded International Humanitarian Law which they always claim to
adhere” he further said.

—Aside-from-its-counter-and-anti-terrorism-task-JTF Haribon-is-alse-respensible in securing the-hinterlands-of ——
Davao City particularly on efforts against criminal groups and Lawless elements in support to the PNP

39 .

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

hitp://www.inguirer.net/
5 Abu men killed, 2 soldiers and 7 others wounded in Sulu

clashes
Julie Alipala
N' T e LI

Soldiers in action against the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu. AFP FILE FHOTO / STRINGER

ZAMBOANGA CITY — Five suspected Abu Sayyaf bandits were killed while nine others - including two
soldiers — were injured in separate clashes in Sulu on Tuesday.

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., commander of the Western Mindanao Command, said the clashes took place in
Barangay Pugad Manaul in Panamac, Sulu.

He said the group that the soldiers clashed with was led by Abu Sayyaf sub-leader Alhabsy Misaya.

“First, there was an encounter of 30 minutes and the kidnappers withdrew, and another unit engaged them in
a bloody firefight for 45 minutes,” Galvez said. SFM/rga
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Contrary to peace pact? Military jolted by
recent NPA attacks

Frinstor Lim

DAVAQ CITY—The military on Tuesday expressed concern over the spate of attacks carried out by suspected
New People’s Army (NPA) guerrillas in several parts of Mindanao in the last few days.

On Monday night, suspected NPA rebels disarmed guards of a banana plantation in Monkayo, Compostela
Valley, while three soldiers were also wounded as communist guerrillas assaulted an army outpost in Surigao

Cily, the military said.

Maj. Ezra Balagtey, spokesperson of the Eastern Mindanao Command (EMC), said the 15-minute attack on
_the detachment of a peace and development team (PDT) in Barangay (Village) Mat-i, Surigao City on Monday

was followed by three more attacks against army outposts in the villages of San isidro, Mahayahay and
Hinambangan in Kitcharao town, Agusan dei Norte.

Rebels also attacked an army outpost and burned a passenger van in Sarangani province on Monday, while a
soldier, identified as Pfc. Erwin Salan, assigned with the Army’s 30th infantry Battalion, was abducted while in
the company of several civilians in Alegria, Surigao del Norte last Sunday, Balagtey said.

Balagtey said the incidents “ran contrary to the spirit of the peace process.”

“These PDTs are stationed in depressed communities to facilitate the delivery of basic government services in
collaboration with different government agencies,” Balagtey said.
Lt. Generai Rey Leonardo Guerrero, Eastmincom, condemned the attacks and calied on the rebels to rein in

their fighters.

“These tactical ofiensives by the NPAs are inconsistent with their ceasefire declaration and couid imperil peace
negotiations. We call on the (Communist Party of the Philippines) to show sincerity in the peace talks with the
government by directing their armed members to immediately desist from committing atrocities,” Guerrero said,
adding the military would remain on alert while observing the suspension of offensive military operations

(SOMO) as part of its unilateral ceasefire.

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, spokesperson of the Army’s 10th Infantry Division, said 10 gunmen on three motorcycles
also arrived at the compound of Musahamat Farms in Barangay Union in Monkayo, Compostela Valley around
7:40 p.m. on Monday, held the guards at gunpoint, and carted away a shotgun and a cal. 38 revolver - as well

as cellphones and keys to several heavy equipment./rga
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PH military on defensive mode despite NPA
attacks

Jaruary 31, 2017 PNA

Until ordered to go on the offensive, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) will continue to be on the
defensive despite repeated and unprovoked attacks against civilians and military men in Bukidnon, Surigao Del

Norte, Agusan Del Norte, Compostela Valley, Batangas and Isabela in the past 48 hours,

AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla in a briefing in Camp_Agu}_nald__o_,_(),u_ezo.n_c.i.ty_'liuesday_said
that should the attacks continue, the AFP would be forced to recommend the liting of the military ceasefire so

that lives of soldiers in the fieid wouid not be hazarded neediessly,

—"We-have brought-this-matter-to- the-attention-of-our peace-panel and to the Office-of the-Presidential Adviser-—-
on the Peace Process,” Padilla said.

In the NPA ambush in Echague, Isabela, two unarmed troopers were killed last Jan. 30 while another three
were wounded in a harassment raid in Surigao City in the same day.

Last January 29, a trooper, fresh “Bayanihan” duties, was abducted by the NPA in Alegria, Surigao Del Norte.
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Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



