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TODAY'S WEATHER TEBRUARY 04, 2017 | SATJRDAY
LOW PRESSURE AREA
ESTHAATED AT 815 KMS. EAST OF
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in separate clashes with the m:lztary in
Sulu, thisweek, the Armed Forees of the
Philippines-Western Mindanao :Com- = -
mand (AFP- WestMmCom) reported '
yesterday. SR

' pected members of the

'_'Group {ASG) were kﬂl'

Newly desxgnated AFP— &11_

7 ASG kiﬂ@d ' _;;.5___--W0unded L
.:"flve magazines; two bandaieers a
‘backpack containing documents of

We%tMmCam spekesman Aimv Capt.
Jo-Ann D. Petinglay said local residents
at Sitio Kanjawali, Barangay Kan Bulak,
Luuk, Suly, reported the death of seven
and wounding of five ASG members

foliowing separate clashes with the

military's Ranger Battalion. One of the
wounded was the brother of ASG sub-
lcader Alvin Yusop.

Petinglay also said soidlers from

the 32nd Infanlry Battaiion also ar-
rested two suspected ASG members,
and seized an MI16A1 rifle with five
magazines; a caliber 30 BAR with

intelligence vaiue, and worn out com-
bat uniforms after the firefight with

'~ the ASG militants at Sitio Kanjawali
Thursday afternoon,

. She said soldiers scouring the site
of the fight chanced upon the two ASG

~bhandits and immediately arrested
‘them. The militants were turned over
1o the Suiu Provincial Police Office for

filing of appropriate charges in court

- after hand grenades were found in

their possession,

in hot pursmt eperatzon_ agamst the
remaining ASG fighters;reportedty fol-
lowers of sub-leader Alhabsi Misaya.

The encounier with the Misayva
ASG faction in Panamao, Suly, early
this week resulted in casua]t;es on
both sides.

The operation is a centmmng ef-
fort aimed af eradicating the ASG
upon orders of Premdent Duterte, the
military said, s

Soldiers were earlzer warned that
ASG members are keeping their fire-
arms in the aresz, pretending to be
residents whenever soldiers are in
the place,

AFP—WestMinCGm' commander

Maj Gen Carlito G Galvez said, “The

recent operational success is a result
of the growing concern:of civilians
and residents who are now reporting
whereabouts of the ASG members. [£
only manifests that majority, if not ali

fhe people in Sulty, are joining the fight.
against the common enenty,” he said.

Galvez reminded the operating
troops to be more vigilant and atways
follow the rules of engagement to
avoid unnecessary damage to life and
pronerties.
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CCa
spokesperson for the West-
ern ‘Mindanao Command,
said thie troops also recovered
guns and explosgives from the
%aﬁd.it.s_é E t
The suspects, who were
not immediately identified,
were tirned over to the Sulu
- police for the filing of charg-
e A
i Army troopers launched
pursuit operations for the
bandits following an en-
counier in Barangay Pugad
Manatl in Panamao town
that left five bandits killed
and seven others wound-

i Meanwhile; -_Abu- -.Say;y@f
. bandits were tagged inagre:

Sitio Kanjawali in -
gay Kan BulakinLuuk -
o T the roof ot anabandoned -
building at the Lamitan Dis-

',1.-_.jzoz~a.n Petinglay, . _
“trict Emergency Hospital in

Idiers were aiso

nade explosion‘at a hospital

" in Lamitan City'in Basilan
“alsoon Thursday. . .
. The grenade exploded on

Barangay Limook at around
92 pm.

Chief Inspector Allan
Benasing, Lamitan police
chief, said no one was re-
ported hurt in the blast,
but it triggered panic even

_among residents around the
hospital: e
- John Bravo, hospital ad-

ministrator, told a local radio
station that the explosion
cccurred during a power
outage.

Bravo said they were
not aware of any threat

against any of their per-

w

on the ground showed that
the brother of Abu Sayyaf
leader Alvin Yusop was
among the wounded.

 Petinglay said reports

“Trgonnels

also suspected to be behind
two separate bomb attacks
in Lamitan City last week.

~ Roel Parefio
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e N AL ERT = AFROF person riers (APUST Backstop soldiers manningiﬁi ' Ee'eﬁpol EIn Bulig, Lanas del Sur, We d &d
“as the'offensive. against the Abu Sayyaf and Maute Group remains in high gear in the’ regmn. (Reuters) ' ne ay,

e o O
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 MLANG, NORTH COTABATO

i~Saying he does mot expect

__peace with communist ‘rebels

“during our generation,” Presi-

:dent Duterte lifted the govern-

ment's unilateral ceasefire on
Friday night because the rebels
insisted on “impossible” de-
mands and Launched attacks on
government troops:

“T'am askmg the soIchers go
back to your camps, clean your 1i-
fles and be ready to fight”

Mr. Duterte said in aspeechat the

faunching of a solar-powered irri-
gation project in -this-town in
North Cotabato province. -
The lifting of the govern-
ment ceasefire declaration
comes- & week ahead of the
Feb. 10 termination of the
rebels’ own unilateral ceasefire.
The Communist Party of the

a general amnesty that he couid:
not decide on his own, He'said the
rebel demands were “just too. .
* hige That it Ts impossible to meet, :

i

or even work out a comprornise.”: .
He said he had already con- -

ceded too much, cifing the release
of detained rebel leaders so they
could participate in peace talks.

The President did not say
whether he would call off the
Norway-brokered peace talks,
which his administration re-
opened in August after being
stalied for five years. )

There have been three rounds
of formal talks, with the most re-
cent ending last week in Italy
with no ceasefire agreement.

Representatives of the two
peace panels tasked to discuss a
possible bilateral ceasefire were
scheduled to meet in the Nether-

landsdater.thismonth, but there .

©try,” he said T guess that peace
‘with the comrmunists cannot be

longest-running in the world.

- “If it won't enid, then OK, but
let it not be said that I did not

realized during our generation.”

Mr. Duterte said several sol-
diers had been killed even be-
fore the termination of the
NPA’s ceasefire next Friday.

“ think to continue with the
ceasefire does not or will not
produce anything,” he said.

The, military chief of staff,
Gen. Eduardo Aﬁo sau:l at least
six soldiers had been killed by
the guerrillas, who abducted
two others. :

‘Hitthem hard’
“We will go after the NPA to
prevent them from conducting
atrocities and criminal activi-

ties against the public. And we

Army (NPA) ofi Wednesday can-
celed their ceasefire declaration,
saying the Duterte administra-
tion reneged on its promise to re-
lease political prisoners and the
military violated its own triice.
Mr. Duterte said the rebels
wanted him to release 400 politi-
cal prisoners, which would require

was no immediate word if that

would push through after Mr. -~

Duterte’s announcement.
Describing himself as part of

the Left, Mr. Puterte said his ad~
ministration would have been -

the “golden opportunity” for
the talks to end nearly 5o years
of insurgency, one of the

will hit them hard;”:Afio said.

Therebels dzsputed the mili-
tary’s account bf recent clashes,
particularly in Mindanao, and
urged Mr. Duterte and the gov-

" .ernment peace panei to investi-

gate the incidents...
NPA ~ Southern . Mzndanao
spokesperson R1go_bert_0 Sanchez
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accused the military of feeding

the President and the governiment

panelwith lies “to cOncea1 rhexr
own ceasefire viglation” » i
. He $aid clashes in Makllala
and Matalan in Norih-Cotabato; =
and in Manay, Davao Oriental,
where d young Army officer was
killed on Wednesday, were not
initiated by the NPA. i
~The encounters erupted be-
cauge the military entered ‘NPA
“-areasin’ the'guise O anncnml-
_ nahty operatxons :
' Pi’uhppme National Pohce in go-
ing - after” lawless elements
Sanchez said: :
B .
ceasefire declarations has wor-

ried members of the Northern

Mindanac Regional Peace and
Order Councif (RPOC). -

“We hope that both sides of
the peace panel could find the so-
lutions that would break the im-
passe that led to such declaration,”

satd Cagayan de Oro City Mayor
Oscar Moreno, the RPGC chair.

. Bishiop Felixberto” Calang of

_the Iglesia Filipina - Independl—

" enté said he hoped “that there is

no cessation of the talks even if it

seems difficult at the mdment to

termmatmﬁ- of wothe:

realize a cessation of hostilies.”
Tawi-Tawi Rep. Ruby Sahah, e
who chairs the committee on

peace, reconciliation and unity,”

saxd she was “more concemed '

) the ground, particularly in con-
flict-affected areas.”

while they are fighting as be-

'ﬁ-foxe In. fact major, agreements

in. ‘peace” nego

" forged even without ceasefire.”
The Wlthdrawai of the uni-

50 “hlghhghts the nieed for the

. parties to come’ up with @ more

" gtable, sincere ‘and’ prmupled _

Continued support
Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos
7arate, the vice chair of the
_committee -on peace, said the -

" panels “to further expedite ‘the

talks to finally address the roots :
- fire deciaratmns ‘had riot worked

- because there were no agreed”

-of thearmed conflict.”. -

Jorge “Ka {Oris” Madios the
spokesperson for the Naticnal
Operations Command of the -
NPA, said they still support the
DERCE Process.

Human rights lawyer Edre
Olalia, a legal consultant for the
National Democratic Fromt of
the Philippines peace panel said
the peace negotiations “can con-
tinue while they are fighting.”

“There is peace negotlatxons
precisely because there is an
armed conflict,” he said. “Par-
ties have continued talking

© ment panel, expr
“lifting of the unilateral ceasefire’ sertiment
declarations “should -push both-

bilateral ceasefire;,” he said.

- Labor Secretary: Silvestre
Bello 111, head "of ‘the govern-
{itbe same

recent talks in-ltal would, pro~
ducea ceasefire agreement.
He'$aid the separate Cedse-

guidelines and clearterms which
would have served as a’basis for
complaints of truce violations.

Bello also said the govern-
ment would ask the United Sates
to Temove communist - party
founder Jose Maria Sison from
Washington's list of terrorists, but
the US government seems to have
rejected the request. —REPORTS
FROM KARLOS MANLUPIG, ALLAN NAW-
AL, WILLIAMOR MAGBANUA, JEOFFREY
MAITEM, LEtLA SALAVERFIA, JERGME
ANING AND REUTERS ING;
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By EDITH REGALADO -

‘DAVAO CITY — The
military is preparing to
let loose the dogs of war
after President Duterte
ended ‘the government’s
six-month ceasefire with

communist rebels follow-

ing attacks that Jeft three
soldiers dead this week.
 Duterte disclosed his deci-
sion in a speech yesterday, two
days after New. People’s Army
“rebelsannoun ey wvould

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) said it is
ready to resume offensives
against the NFA following the -
President’s announcement. .. '

We will go after the NPA 0

revent them from conducting
Sérooities and criminal activi-. -
ties against the public. And we
will hit them hard,” ATFP chief
Gen. Eduardo Afio declaredy,

e shall abide by the Presi-
dent’s order of ending the
! unilateral ceasefire. It is un-

. fortunate that the gains of the
i Turn to Page 4

AR R

_ prisoners and encroaching on
rebel-held areas. R
‘he Communist Party of
Philippines {CPP) and its
itary arm, the NPA, said
' the ceasefire that began Aug.
would expire Feb. 10. =
he rebels and the govern=
‘had separately declared

pace talks. St

Duterte stressed he freed reb-
aders as a concession aimed
at fostering the peace tatks but
-added the CPP-NPA and the
gtional Democratic Front

end their ceasefire eifective
Feb. 10, citing the:govern-
ment’s refusal to rélease 400
political prisonets and accus-
ing the military of encroaching
into rural NPA strongholds.
oA frustrated Duterte la-
“erited tha
best to forg enduring
agreement and the commu-
nists had wasted a. “golden
‘opportunity’ for peace.
. "Last (Tharsday) night, 1
decided to lift the ceasefire,” he
‘told the crowd at the launching
of a solar-powered irrigation
system in North Cotabato.
Duterte said the govern-

menr s umilateral ceasefire-

would end last night as he
ordered soldiers fo ”clean your
rifles and be ready to fight.”

ad done His™

Tast six months would com:
ia halt because the CPP-NPA
sagain resorted to the use of
rviolence and chose armstoad-
i svance their interests,” he said:’
b 1. Duterte cited the “unréa-
_sonable demands” of the:com-

mumists regarding the release
.of more political detainees that
Fapparently caused the break-
" down in peace talks: o
“To continuie with the cease-
re will not prodiice anything.
guess peace cannot be real-
ized within our generation,”
‘Duterte said.- N

eclared they are terminating
eir unilateral .ceasefire after

" negotiations.

The NPA ofi Wednesday . _
7 Duterte said he had to

asefire as they resumed

DF), the umbrella group rep-

AL gih&: tﬁbtlb .l_iL-;_ =\
Haing peace with the government,
. iraised excessive demands that
may upset the military, =2 .-

"1 went out of my way to
lease asmany of their leaders

- toallow them to partici ate in
~' the talks in Oslo. Now there is
* i this dernand to release some -

400 political prisoners, 1 could

- notdothat because it is dlready

. ~tantamount to the granting of
- ~amnesty,” Duterte said. -
. “Hé explained the granting
“of amnesty is usually allowed
“Iollowing the success of peate

__weigh the expert opinion of

& accusing the government of
b failing to release all political

his advisers to arfive at the
decision.
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“donotownthe Republicof —uppyar s why on April 2.7 ,
ppines. 1 do not decide o (4]) be back in Oslo to talk
onsult people, particl . .p 4y the most important 1
ilitary,” hesaid. . ge on.social and economm
terte, aself-styled socia reforms to address the caus
0 was swept to POWEL oy problems,-" Bello to_l
. ons last year restarted forth it Bulacan yesterda
“inan e alks with the CP_PwNPAc' . ButDuterte said he.:

0 Lock and load -
" The AFP said they are ready-
o'resume offensives’against
‘the NPA following ‘the Presi-
- dent’s announcement. - -
“ M We will comply with the
~commander-in-chief’s order

and guidance, AFP spokes:
_man Brig. Gen. Restituto Pa-
Sl s S
o “We are saddened by the:
eries of violent activities and:
the loss of the peaceinvestments.
and dividends from the friomeri-
duration’of peace we hac
August,” Padilla sai

dilla“said the viole
ommitted by the NPA

1

the past few davs was.“ve

at hiad beeri o and Off ™o;ceq to break off thie ceasy
ears. . i after receiving reports oo Sy
o sides gep:ratel_g. . tematic attacks” by thefe NEA
b __‘_ce_aseﬁres In Augils against '.govern_ment orces

informal arrange‘_rz}e_:__nt_ - even before ‘their declaratic
1d as they co titued to scuttle their own _.f:easeﬁ_

tion. They said Feb. 10, b
- they have been ambushin
" troops then and there; ev
“before their deadline,” he

" fealized within our gen

Cakievedibefore 2019

e :D""\gt""ft'e on Thursday critis Duterte said that he'really. for a joint ceasefire declara- '
e - - n e _,t" -
Cioed 1 secting hi tried his best to forge a peacte. - tion. _

_ cized the rebels for rejecting his sareement wi o it ARo, for his part, noted the

' g{}v_égm‘nent’s'fozjmg L coasefire rebels. “1 went out of my way,: : last four days since Sunday
; foerar\d - mSifs?lr}lg éhatbllﬁ walked the extra mile jus‘g-!_tt?:f. - were “disdainful and disturb-
' érﬁ;g:hundreds of Jaree TEE look for the opening to find" _ing” considering NDF chief .
eadersi Rt ¢ | t
ATRS 4 14 eace for my couniry. 11_1’1_&!}1_ peace negotiator Fidel Ag
':_;._Wiuie the military has p};{bM not be the mzst decent persont  caoili was assuring the public
ndorsed the peace taks : o o through the media that the

e sugpested the support e e SCPP-NPA-NDF will conitinte
ualified. - butleritered into thisin good the unilateral ceasefire.
b *Dn't push me against faith, in leoking for peace’  Afio said CPP-NPA was do-
.. thewaﬂ because the m;lital’}’ But with the way things. are ing the opposite by attacking
might not like it, and if the  now, we cannot have a peace- soldiers who were doing com-
‘military ousts me or kllls_ms ful generation,” he said. 7., munity support and develop-
you'll have nobody to talk to, Duterte stressed his admin- * ment works.
Duterte said. o istration would have beenthe 4 Despite the lifting of the
. In bad faith golden opportunity for the ‘ceasefiré oh the part of the
iertelamented therebels - rebels:to make peace. ... ‘government, Afio.assured the

MMMMMMMM __are talking peace with thegov- . “I:come from the Left and = public that the AFwould ™
‘ernment in bad faith. ..~ that they should have taken contirite to support the peace
.. “They said they are break-  advantage of my being prest- talks and find a permanent
.;.1ng3"ff"'é'd'kve’i§ follow, [lost six dent. But they didn’t,” Tie | peaceful solution to the four
aoldiers and one officer. That © added- .-~ . “»o - decades-long conflict.
“ waswhy last night (Thursday) - “Andnow they want anoth- = “Wehear the people’s clam-
T decided to break off too. Ttold er 50 years in war, to keep on. - orfor peace and are willing to
“Goneral Afio that there willbe - fighting. What do you want?. - work hard to attain it, but it
116 more ceasefire. I lifted the Another 50 vears? Letitnotbe” is unfortunate that the CPP--
_céasefire effective tonight (last said that I did not try hard,”; - NPA-NDF chonses to play
night),” Duterfe said. the President said. caii deaf,” he said. : e
. Farlier in the day, govern- . “Idon'twant us to kil each . Down the line, Eastern
‘ment chief peace negotiator * other but under the circum- o -
" Gilvestre Bello 11l declared they .~ stances, with mv troops get-
areexpected to sign abilateral ~ ting killed, we have to resume.
coasefire agreement and come (offensives) anytime,” he said
““up with the final peace agree-
‘merit before yearend. :
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Mindanao Command (Bast- "
mincom) chief Lt. Gen. Rey .
Leonardo Guerrero issued _a

. directive fo the troops to be on

alert for possible attacks frorn

the NPA,

“Alert troops foir| p0551 le at— ‘
tack : :

rotect the'comm

of his sold1ers by the NPA'in

' He cited the killing of three : :

Bukldncm
_this what they call :

achwvement of ‘just peace?” -

' How can these NPA say they -

tpeace.if.they. shﬂf_f_'-'.

" from criminal acts of ex s
burning of equipment,. abduc-
tions, diquidations and other -
(ruezfrerp :

formq of atrocx’uec,

remote mllage in Columbm, :

Sultan Kudarat Jast Feb. 2.

Last week, two off-duty :
soldiers in civilian clothes and -

riding amotorcycle were taken
by NPA rebels in Makilala
North Cotabato. - :

Separately, three soldiers :

were taken by NPA rebels in

Malaybalay City in Bukid- .
nort: The three-spldiers were
also-unarmed add.in their .
civilian attire when they Were '

snatched.

Their lfeless bodies were
later found along theroadina
remote village in the city

“While we grieve for the

untimely demise of our soi-
'fm—————wwwf;ﬂjﬂ?é}er we-condemnithisin 2
‘man act in’its highest form.
These attacks on unarmed -
soldiers is a manifestation.of -

the NPA’s wanton disregar'd

for the ongomg peace talksi

Guerrers said.

Major Gen: Ben]amm Mad-
rigal Ir commander of the
Army’s 4th Infantry Divi-
sion covering the Caraga and
Northern Mindanao ateas, said
the NPA was ingincere in the
peace talks with the govern-
ment. :

o e'fo kill with 1m}3umty,

o'd_uctzon Lquipment :
1l innocent penple?” he -

Gorit, }ohn Unson _I{a-

: mon Efien Lazaro, AP
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rJOSE RODEL CLAPANO ;

rnment forces while falk:
peace at the same time,
eir leaders said yeqterday

v President Duterte to end
10" ceasefire observed by the
ilitary and New People’s
rmy (NPA).

In an interview with GMA
ews TV yesterday, NDF senior
olitical adviser Luis Jalandoni
id the peace panels of the gov-
nment and the NDF would
ntinue to hold falks.

He also explained why the
PA, the armed wing of the
DF decided to lift its cease-

’ ’The NPA decided to lift -

s unilateral ceasefire because
are are some violations com-

e'occupation of schools and

wangay halls by the zmh— .

1" Jalandoni said.

“The Armed Forces of the-' :

alippines are entering 500

wrangays. We are also calling -

: *c.caiied on the people a and
& govermnem notic giveup:
1 the peace talks despite the . -
scision of the NDF followed

w1thdrawa1 of their ceasefire

declaration as the government

refused to grant their demand

for the rélease of 400 of their -
comrades from various prisons.

Duterte ended the goversi- -
erit’s ceasefire and ordered
the military to “be ready to.
fight _
.threé soldiers last Wednesday.._.-
in Bukidnon and captured two™
others in Sultan Kudarat. The"

7 after the NPA"

rebels had announced that.the

end of their unilateral ceasefire -

would take-effect on Feb. 107
}alandom said “the next

move is to talk about the pro-.

itted by thesArmed Fortes of - “pmsed;bﬂf;temlmcmse
e Philippines. These include”

“and NDI peace

chairman Fidel Agcaoili is al-
ready preparing for the ffmrth
round of talks: _
He also- admitted that thef-“
NDF needs the peace talks'to

enable them to ‘come up with

“The rebels annotnced the.

. an agreement on jand reform,
national industrialization and
socioeconomic and pohtlcal_- 1

reforms. -
urmg the Ramos govern
t, we were able {0 sign

f:alkmg, Jalandonisaid.

- “AFP blocking

" prisoners’
Meanwhile, human rights
oup Karapatan said the AFP

:E;s played a major role in the
Duterte administration’s non- --
“felease of political prisoners.

Karapatan also said the AFP

“has been sabotagmg the peace
: .-_.'talks h o e
% “The AFP is biockmg the 12
release of the unjustly detained - as promised by Duterte.

- political prisoners and it has -
P P -Malcampo was wrongly

never ceased to deploy its fore-

“es to kill, threaten and harass

civilian communities, even

during the so-called unilateral

ceasefire of the government,”

-said Karapatan secretary gen~

eral.Cristina Palabay.:

agreements ‘while we contin-
ued flghtmg and: contmued E

' | E uphoﬁd : :
a‘e%@ase of p@h‘&wal . and efforts by the AFP to aoW'_

 against threats

unpeace;” she added.
Last Thursday, political pris-
oner Reynante Malcampo was

: fmaﬁy released by the court.

: Malcampo's release was long

* overdue as he is one of the 200

sick political. prisoners sup-

__ posed tobereleased for humard-

ons before Chri

“According to Karapatan, ;

charged with illegal posses-
sion of explosives. His case was
tried at Branch 3 of the Regional
Trial Court XI and the court

dismissed his case last Jan. 26.
© Karapatan said that while ¢

political will'to: .

for their beliefs and work in

“‘defense of people’s rights...
The plight of political prison‘~
‘ersis a matter of human rights’
“obligation and an issue of

- “Political prisoners’ were il
legally arrested and detained

Malcampo was being defaified:
at the'Compostela Valley Pro-
vincial Rehabilitation Center in

~Tagum City, he suffered tuber-

culosis and recurring ‘bouts of

<~ prieumonia; ~ With Rhodina

Villanueva, Edith Regalado
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for peace in the |
f.”In Mmdanao,

“the people anew. Ves’tet‘c’i
the threat posed by Islar

MN(LE) are ready t
s - The problem.is.time. We
nd: .overtaken by the events in th
ror- - Middle East,” he said, referring
T Turnto Page T

ViO]enCe Frcmpage 1 _. o

The administration is also pursuing

e .talks with the MILF after Duterte signed

s the Moro Islamic leeratmﬁ Pfoﬁt and )

e Moro National Liberation Front.”
He said more violence could erup

stween government forces and the Abu

ayyaf in the wake of reports that one

f'its leaders, Isnilon Hapilon, has been.
ppointed as leader of the IS groupin -

e reglon

“There is now in this island of Mind-
aao0 and in Jolo, dwmz sa mga islands diyan .

; : fat fyong pingka-le
-si Hapilon wassent by the ISIS bec
& was appointed now, the 1518 leader.
1ink for this part of Indonesia, Malaysia,

runei and Philippines,” Duterte sa1d us—f
ov: Philippiries. -

ig another acronym of the IS..
He cited the military. épeiat%o
epkin Butig,Lanao del Sur wher
mewas reppriediyinjured i
T .do not think T can talk fo the terror
t,” said the President, who has reporte

 his previous speeches that there were -
handful of Arab preachers spotted: in-

nown terrorist lairs in récent months
Duterte indicated that he has'no
>andoned the peace talks with the Motk

roups, adding thatheis sixll reativ to talk._

'about the Atabs...
_said.

last Nov: I_nber an executive order re-

~Citing his Moro roots, Duterte asked for -
'underﬁtandmg from his brothers regarding

his concerns about extremism in the region.

““Tt's not.about the Moro 1]:eople It's
it's about the ISIS,” he

aslamnst grougas thmat

-~ of the Philippines;-the

demdes i invade the M dle TFaist and i
the ISIS Joses its Tand base there, they will
start to scatter arcund ‘the world. Their
favorite target would bé the southern part
‘Pre ”dent said..

imTe 'gonna be'bloody,
S With I’erseus Ech
Regaiado S

nada Edlth :

Sayyaf: and other groups in-Southern

Dhiterte alsonoted that the impending
by the United States on the
4 b-mxght spill over to Southem
es.
eaven'’s sake, Iwill never talk to
rrorists,” Duterte said in a speech
‘explaining why he would
fight ‘against IS groups despite his call

-_';for peace. W1th other Moro groups in
“the region.: g
”And 1f__(US President DOnaId) Trump L

: Ks’”ﬁ;gﬂevelo?ea Drutertealso warned-
of bloody consequences in case 1S extrem-
“1sts are dble to fully penetrate the Abu
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- Inirekomenda
"Ry Armed ‘Foresd ot the
Philippines (AFP)sa.ad-
ministrasyon ri:Fangulong

Rodiigo-Dutérte ‘na mag-
“'deklara ng‘national day -
i srpourning ssaiationg -

“sUndalong binihag
ralinaipinaslan
““rebeideng Ne
U lay Gity, Bukid
Miyerkules.
.. 3a press br
Camp Aguinalda, Kir
- ‘denani AFP ‘Spokesman
- Brig. Gen. Restituto:Pa-
. “dilla ang ginawang:pama-

maslang sa tationg sundalo
-na hinistay ng bala ng NPA
rebels na ayon sa Scene
of the Crime Operatives
{SOCO) team ay nagtamo
10 76 lama ng bala sa oa't
ibang bahagt ng katawan. .

The AFP are recom-.

4. mehding to the mational .
& . lzadérship ‘to declare na-
" fionat day of mourning for
© the soidiers killed by the

NPA this pastfew days,”
pahayag ni Padilia.

e Sinak-ni-Padilanasa-.

sampahan nila ng kasong
kriminal ang grupo.
Lumilitaw &a imbesti-

“pala-sa criméscenal

_Team na nacsasagawa Ng
.mga programa §a komuri-

Pahina, 9’

gasyon ng SOCO na isa’
samga biktima ay nagtamo .
ng 24 tama ng bala-sa -
katawan, 25 tama ang isa
at27 namang tamaang isa
pamula sa Mi61ifles, M14
rifie, AK 47 rifte, garand rifig
at cal .30 carbine fifle base
sanakuhang mgab ngs -

- Nabaltid na-ang {ationg:
biktima ay pawang miyern-
bro ng Ammy’s 8th mfantry-
Batialion (iB} Bayanihan

dad sa Bgy. Manalog, Ma-
laybalay City. {Joy Canios)

e
t~
Lrrmi Ceare Droremmm s Clmm e o a) 9 - -
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mé of military equipment £6
med Forces of the Philippines

or)

vy ‘Actording to the US Embassy in
-Mariila, the equipment transfer-and
¢ the continued bilateral fraining
'f.effarts between the two nations
“demonstrate the commitment

‘between the Philippines and US to¢
- vworktoward safer communities and
- the ‘eradication of global terror

hetworks.”

+. The transfer ineiuded over 400

'M203 ‘greniade launchers, 85 M40AS

sniper ‘rifles, and a RQ-11B Raven
 unmanned aerial vehicle system

" ‘eonsisting of three drones for exclusive
use and ownership. by the AFP,

i . The AFP procured the smaltarmos
‘weapons through the US government’s
Forejgn Military Sales program.

i As"per the embassy, this

. equipment wilI help enhance the

. Southern Phlhppmes :
- In addition to the small- armsf:
' ..transfer the US government al§6’ |

has deiwez aaily this Week"'_"' R ;
“gbunterterrotism program.

'({QFP) and the Philippine Marine _:'
aE: part of the US- thhppwne“__,
artnership in countering terrorism,

As part ‘of ‘the grant, and i

addition to the three unmannedfi :
aerial vehicles included in the Raven
system, Phﬁxppme service members
received training in the United States
om its operations and miintenance. -

The Raven is a handlaunched -

unmanned aerial vehicle that will
increase the AFP’s capabilities to
conduct intelligence collection,

mission planning, and-

reconnaissance operations,

From postWorld War I until the

US base closures in 1992, the US
government has granted the country’s
military with substantial support for

‘training and technical assistance,

which made up a considerable portien
of their annual defense budget,
Jusmag was created under the
1947 Military Assistance Agreement
that ajms to advise and assist AFP
with train and equip requirements,

Since. 2001, - the US has

ermg*gsm'__f o

AEPIg couMﬁMef%fﬁM&bﬁaﬁmgyﬂﬂ&Mﬂeﬂ“fmﬁk&; $

G LT i

S capabﬂmes and protect Philippine
security forces actively engaged in
) countgrjterrorism operations in the

assistance to the Philippines with ifs -
robust exercise program and |

increased Foreign Military Financing,
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the mzhtary.

had “walked the extra mile” and
done his best. He lamented that
the rebels wasted the “golden
* opportunity” for peace offered by

“the only president of the republic -

who was once a leftist supporter.
The communists were demanding

_ :th,i

- _fmm various prisons. But
“Duterte said this would be done

only if a formal peace pact would .

be forged.

Bes1c1es, he has other constitu-
encies to consider, he explained.
Among these are his soldlers, who
three members in an NPA at-

" The rebels, who reportedly took
the three men’s P12,000 in subsis-
tence allowance, also seized two

other soldiers in Sultan Kudarat, .

bringing to three the number of
then- caphves in recent days

ing with the New People’s i
. Hours later, the leadership
rmed Farcesvf%he---i’hlhp- g
owed to “hit them hard.” = |
he President stressed that he -

~whileat the same’
" ingthe issuesthat h
~communist insurgency.

lease of 400 of their com- -

ast Wedmsdayﬁﬂaukidﬁen—*ﬂ&eﬂa‘aﬁn-smfr =3

peace process w1th the . ':
nists lay in shambles yes-. then
_.Eremdent Duterte ended

not’ try,” he sai

he raised fears :

HIS predecesser:Be 1gno Aquz- :
no 111, whose mother Corazon's
peace efforts with the communists
also collapsed, refused to negoti-
ate with the rebels’ exiled leader-

‘ship, preferring instead o discuss

peace at the local level..Duterte
can consider a similar approach
“time address-
fuele& the

As someone sympathetac to the
Left, the President knows that
these issues include social injustice,
chronic poverty, weak governance
and economic exclusion. Because
the President does not belong to

‘ﬁ‘@"’fhtxc- '
are hopes that he’ mxght do better -
than hispredecessors in making
growth inclusive. Addressmg the

root causes of the communist insur-

gency must be sustained, regardless
of the state of the peace 1n1t1at1ve

i,

&
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Atnessing all the :pqmﬁl__ and.
pagearitry of The country’s highly
“sticeessful Miss Universe 2017
“eslebration, T could not help but -
- comtrast it with. the splendor and
' ceremony reserved. for our falien
“Heroes at their memorials.. e
Uniike the lavishness of beauty

contests designed for maximum .

entertainment value, the grandeur R TR A
and dignity of police o military full dress honors are - . DIFFER. We differ with Senator Leila de Lima’s
all integral parts of their traditions, steeped in history  caveat that PRRD's plan is unconstitutional. She is
“and wriften in blood. We saw this in the GAT 44 rites;  evidently __equaﬁn%the same with the President’s call-

ce men see it Tepea
Even the same day €
ervices at th
xampl

families of servi
in and day out.
Ferdinand Marcos’ 8
Bayani was a prime €
that never fails to stir
of hearts.
The maxim,

pro patria mori {i

from Horace, is dulce

tis sweet and P

ted at funerals day
dit video of F'res.
e Lihingan ng mga
¢ of this gesture of respect
the sout and move the mo

roper to die for one’s

Page: L!

¢ dark side. The Senate’s resident Yodas on the
and-the Police, soldier Gregorio Honasan and.

e cemian Panfilo Lacsor, de have reason for concer. -
Senator Lacson pointedly laments the President’s
‘rharching orders for the military to also go after togie’
by, specially those involved in drugs. For him, this

fire formula for armed conflict between the:
;-and.the para-military police force Senator -

{ the AF
NP

Iready, over 7,000 1
1 office. The goal should be t hat
+ off instead Of continuing 0 rise
service merLt he statistics and stop the list
1ocents as collateral: amagé'ffbﬁi'-sv\fé_lliﬁ’g' Aost -
do not allow any ill advi sed turf wars to derail

enda of cleanising the country of theillegal drig

ich presupposes the existence of
¢ before the AFP canbe deployed. Well,
sality remains that it is the President that makes
| 8] determination-as +to whether Jawless violence
‘exists. Hle has already made that determination in his.
post Davao explosion“_‘l’roc}amation No. 55 last Sept.
2016 To date, the same has not been lifted. S
i Agaim, it's a bad idea. But its not unconsftutional,

entle reminder. An important rule for lawyers: “A

- out power w

st stoic

et decorum est

country). :

Rea:i]ity check. Jf this is what resonates with us for * lawyer shall not counsel or abet activities aimed at defi-

whose benefit they died, we are reading that the adage  arnice of the Jaw or at lessening confidence in the legal

_which echoes more in the psyche of the soldier is “better systern (Rule 1.02- Code of Professional Responsibility).”

s raisdved by 12 than carried by six.” _FQT_..SEYETE\.L_ m e be so kind as to remind our lawyer officials of this

T fact, it has become & MO, whowouldnotratheriace’ prr ciple each time one of them mouths statements like:
ajury of 12 (or one judge} instead of be?ng placed ina " Fiminals are not FUERARTEY Ot “Shootto I R

coffin borne by six pallbearers. Translation: Detter safe o RHRx The Food and Drug Administration (FDA)best

than sorry or Shoot noW, ask questions latel. _vrrap up its hearings on the applications for certification

. Placed in the situation where split second dedisions . or re-certification of the 77 contraceptive products covered

“could spell life or death for you and others whoselives by fh “Allince for the Family Foundation Philippines

depend on you, she soldier would engage. And thisis~ {(ALFI) TRO. This 18 what'é holding up the implemen-

the mindsef when armed with lethal force and dropped  tation of the RH Law. The TRO was granted fo ensure

into a deadly cauldron as one would expect
s is exactly what Presi

wat to be. But thi
Roa Duterte (PRRD) proposes.

Bad idea.

As it is, with
trained in law and proper poli
elor’s-degree and minimum a5
to resort to force only

eof 2l

s “to serve and protect,” the statistics h
aign against illegal drugs
hose orientation is to “search

" up. What more if the camp
;s handed to a group w

—rid-destrov @

a civitian police force thoroughly
ce conduct, wi

as a last resort an

the drug
dent Rodrigo

that claims against the alleged abortifacient properties
“of cordracepiive hormonal implants like Implancn and
fmplanon NXT and the like are properly heard: 0 -
It has been almost two years since the TRO was
granted and, understandably, proponents of the Law
“are keenon seeing unhindered access o the contracep-
tive drugs and devices that the TRO effectively blocked.
_ But there is really no immediate end in sight. We cart.
“‘expect:a barrage of opposition from. ProLife interest.
- groups o every one of these applications. After that;
_as decisions of the FDA are appealable to the Court
. ot Appeals, what else but a slew of appeals to further

th bach-
years, oriented
4 whose motto
ave been piling.

= -:'s"'t':r%—mgie-the—certiﬁﬂationmpmr:ess..l.wgul,éi;_‘i‘fﬁg??lf_ that
“ this is exactiy the cause of the delay. T —
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- ingC :'grhm'ent__.waighous
fhese products, which include the very Imp
[ are due to explre $00n.

Impl_anOﬁ'NXTs under question are
2 Withthe Presidentequally impatient forthe implemen-
tationof the RE Law s Execative Order No. 12 should
t the spear efforts for full implementation. It
ot apply rtean shortcutsto the administra-
o whathe candolis tobeefup.

N Fihe ID
Pepartment of 1o
ore are appecls tothe Courtof
sunami of govemﬁ_tént”iém:’ers'

s s admimstration - - -
tomy, fubal ligation
ods per the Popula-

.@ite' thepro Cl
ess heis prepared to do

£ od 1o offering vasec
anning meth

- will be confined 10,
and natural family
vion Cormmission: = . %
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Pahina. 9

pangkapayap_aan. Kamakailan ay nagmeet ang mga
matataas na lider nig gobyerno at CCP sa pagpapatu-

loy ng peace talks. R .
“Ubusan na!” Ito ang galit na sinabi ng Presidente : X G
kahapen nang magsalita sa inagurasyon ng solar ' sy igr"r};"r Bby i'??
R R AT

plant sa North Cotabate, kahapon. tinigil na rin

S

niva angicénsefire na Unang binawi ng NPA, “Ayaw
Kong magpatayan, pero kung ang mga sundalo koang
pinapatay.resume na tayo anytime,” sabi ni Duterte,
Tatlong sundalo ang brutal na pinatay ng NPA sa
WMalaybalay, Bukidnon noong Mityerkules. Matagpuan
ang bangkay ng tatlong sundalo na tadiud ng tamang
bala ang katawan. Ang tatlong sundalo ay kabilang
sa Bayanihan Team Activity squad at kinokolekta
“Jamang ang kanilang living ;2llowance sa Manalog -
" Village nang harangin ng mga tehelde af KidRapim ™
Pawang nakasibilyan umano ang mga sundalo nang
maganap ang pagkidnap. U
_Pagkaraang patayin ang mga sundalo, nagpahayag
-ang NPA na binabawi na nila ang unilateral ceasefire
ngayong buwan na ito bilang protestasa pamahalaan
dahil sa hindi umano pagsunod sa ipinangakong pa-
Jayain ang political prisoners. o .
Tama lamang ang desisyon na itigil na ang
pakikipag-usap sa CPP-NPA. Sayang lamang ang
ipinakikita sa kanila ng gobyernc na semsiridad.
Walang mapapala sa pakikipag-usap sa kanila, Nag-
tatraydor sila. Hindi na dapat pang makipag-usap
sa mga taong walang isang salita at pawang pulbura
ang laman ng utak.
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""-ang d|gmaan ng pamahala”' '

munista: 8a maiaon nang panahon ay naging pangu-,

nahing suliranin ng ating bansa jto, Pero halos lahatng -

nakaraang administragyon-ay nagsikap na makipag-

kasundo -sa-Communist F‘arty of-the Philippingspero--7

fahat ng pagtatangka ay nangab:go : _

Malaking balita ngayon.ang:pahayag ni Presrdente
Rodrige Duterte na magmula kagabi, tinapos nang pa-
mahataary ang unilateral ceasefire nito sa CPP/NPA. Na-
una #io ay nagdeklara na rin ang pamunuan ng CPP/

"6 ‘ang naging sagof ni Pangulcng Duterte sa pag-.
bawi din ng NPA sa unilateral ceasefire nito na epek-

“tibo pa sa Pebrero 107 :Bakit nga_}n_a_man mananatili-

kang nakatameme habang naghahasik ng mapanh-f
gahg na digmaan'ang kalaban? :
. Inatasan ng Panguto ang Armed Forces of the Phllrp-

pines {AFP) chief of staff Gien. Eduarno Anon na agad

_ ':ng :patupad’a_ﬂg'h_ﬂ_mg ng ceegs_eﬂre sa'Nf’A Palibh_asa '

t ng'mga rebeldeng ko- '_--;.pnnakamablgat ay'ang pagpapalaya'sa Iahaf’ng mga

political prisoners kahit pa nahaharap sa mgd ka-.
song criminai na walang kmalaman sa. kamlang 1deyolo—

hlya

~Tama’ arrg Paﬁguio Walarrg saysay maklpag USap
5@ grupong talaga namang avaw ng-kapayapaan, da--
hil ang gusto'y wasakin ang umiiral‘na sistema upang
sila ang magpatakbo ng pamahalaan. Sa ideyolohivang
komunista, hindi puwede ang compromise. Ang isini-
{Sundan sa pahina 5}

\ AKSYON NGAYON...
- sigaw nila, lahat ng siste-
“mang hindi komunista ay
bulok at dapat buwagin.
Sa kabila nite’y mukhang

fula pahina 4

oy pa Fin ang peace
taiks. Pero palagay ko,
‘maliwanag ito na suntok
s& buwan.
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www.inguirer.net

2 civilians killed in Manay town as ceasefire with NPA ends

~By:Erington Lim - @inguirerdotnet.
inguirer Mindanac / 08:07 PM February 03, 2017

;T'\z‘;fb civili '. b klted since the collapse of the ceasefire between the government and the NPA ended,
according o Capt. Rhyan Batchar, spokeperson of the 10th Infantry Division. {Photo from the Facebook page of

Rhyan Batchar) ‘
TAGUM CITY — Two civilians have died as violence flared up again in Mindanao since Wednesday following the

coltapse of the ceasefire that had been declared separately by the government and communist rebels, the
Philippine Army's 10th Infantry Division said on Friday.

Over 3, 000 families have also been displaced in the renswed hosiilities, particularly in Manay, Davao Oriental,
where New People’s Army (NPA} rebels killed & junior Army officer in an ambush.

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, 10th ID spokesperson, identified the dead as Ruben inidio-an and Boy Sumambot, who
were shot by suspected NPA fighters as the victims were fleeing to Barangay Lambog on the afternoon of
Wednesday.

That was after rebels waylaid a joint team of soldiers and police officers sent out to investigate the reported
presence of armed men there. :

Among those killed in the ambush was 2nd Lt. Victor Alejo,

The Manay municioal governrment had created a crisis management committee to address the plight of at least
3,286 families from six barangays who evacuated out of fear, according to Batchar.
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rhe families came from the Lambog, Del Pilar, Capasnan, Taccanga, Cawayan, and Rizal.

Two residents identified as Ceriio { umakang and Nonoy Maumpi, all of Lambog, were also reporied missing,”

Jaichar added.

ssigned with the 8th Infaniry Battalion were captured and killed

Asp on Wednesday, three unarmed soldiers a
ng to Major. Ezra Balagtey, spokesperson of

sy suspected NPA rebels in Malaybalay City, Bukidnon, accord;

he mifitary's Eastern-Mindanao LCommand

st in Manalog village on motoreycles after getting their subsistence

The troopers were heading back to their po
ducted at gunpoint by NPA gunmen

slowance from the battalion heacquarters when they flagged down and &ab
n Kibalabag village, Balagtey said.

The bodies of the slain soldiers were found by villagers by Wednesday afterncon, with dozens of gunshot

younds each. /fatm
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sgevy. Swegld comm i

Mititary laments abduction and killing of unarmed soldiers

NGF A, Panacan, Davao City — Eastern Mindanzo Command laments the unprovoked atrocities being

nerpetrated by the New Peopie’s Army after they have announces the termination of their own unilateral

ceasefire on February 1. 2017,

in the morning of February 2, 2017 about 10 NP AS ahducted two soldiers from the 38th Infantry Battalion of

the Philippine Army in Purok 7, Brgy Telafas, Columbio. Suttan Kudarat,

The two unarmed soldiers were on hoard & motoreycle going towards Wizkilala North Cotabato when they
¢ brought to an unknown plage. The incident prompted

were flagoed down by the armed lawless siemenis ang
e LGU of Coiumbio, Sultan Kudarat 10 Convene s own Crisis Management Commitiee. The whereabouts of

the abducted soldiers are still'not knownasof presslime-

In & separate incident, another group, helieved to be NPAs. abducied three personnel of 81B, Philippine Army

in the afternoon of February 1, 2017 i Brgy Manalog, Malaybalay City. The three soldiers were on their way
io Malaybalay City to withdraw their subsistence aliowance wheri they were forcibly accosted by the NPAs.

The three soldiers were also unarmed and in their civiiian attire when they were taken.
ee soldiers were found along the road al vicinity

A1 about 5 Pl on the same day, the lifeless bodies of the thr
the Philippine Army and PNP

Sitio Kalib, Brgy Kibalabag of the same gity, They were positively identified by
slements who proceeded to the scene of the crime and investigated the incident.

indanao Command expressed his

Guerrero, AFP, Commander of Eastern M
ers, we condemn this inhuman

Lt Gen Rey Leonardo B.
“While we grieve for the untimely demise of our soldi

sentiments when he said,

Y o rmY"COTE"PGTpose"S ewzng‘thepeopie“s ecuring thetand’
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act in its highest form &l the same time. These attacks on unarmed soldiersis & manifesiation of the NF&'s

wanion disregard for the ongoing peace taiks.”

Troops under the Eastern Mindanao Command were earlier ordered to be on active defense mode due to the

series of NPA atrociiies. w

WV pNE ooV ph
KNPA abduction, killing of unarmed military personnel show they are
not interested in peace talks -- EMC

MANILA, Feb. 3 (PNA) -- The New People's Army (NPA) decision 1o abduct and kil soldiers, going about their

unlawful business, demonstrate the former's disregard for the engoing peace talks.

These were the sentiments of Eastern Mindanao Command (EMC) head Lt. Gen. Rey { eonardo B. Guerrero
29th Infantry Battalion were abducied Thursday-and-another—- .

~after rexceiving reporis-that two troopers-from-the 8
three, from the 8th Infantry Battalion, who were earlier reported missing, were found riddled with bullets in

Malaybalay City, Bukidnon VWednesday afternoon.

These incidents took place shortly after the NPAs announced that they will be terminating their unilaterat

ceassfire, which took effect last August, effactive 11:58 p.m. of Feb. 10.

The abduction incident fook place in Purok 7, Barangay —siafas, Solumbio, Sultan Kudarat morning of Feb. 2
¢ g

An estimated 10 rebels abducted twe unarmed soldiers from the 38th Infantry Battalion who wers aboard &

motorcycle heading for Makitaia, North Cotabato.

Guerrero said the whereabouts of the fwo are stil unknown es of posting.

in the second, another NPA band abducied three unarmed personnel of 8th Infantry Batialion in Barangay
in their subsistence aliowance last Feb. 1.

At about 5 pm. on the same day, the [ifgless bodies of the three soldiers were found ajong the road at vicinity

Sitio Kalib, Barangay Kibalabag, of the same city.

They were positively identified by the governmeni security troops who responded 1o the scene.

Vi vl e L pgma . 1k
With these develcpments, alf ZN
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No leads in NPA's abduction of 2 soldiers

m donr Unsor (philstar.com) | Updated February 3, 2017 - 5:28pm

SULTAN KUDARAT — Military and police inteliigence unite are still clueless on the identities of the communist
rebels who snatched two soldiers in Columbio town Wednesday and the localion now of the captives.

Superintendent Romeo Gaige, spokesman of the Police Regional Office-12, on Friday said the municipal

t, enlisted the help of iocal leaders and community

“police efficein Columbio;-a hinterland town in-Sultan. Kudara
elders in locating the two soidiers and their captors.

| Garay of the Army’s 39th Infantry Battalion were

Sgt. Solaiman Calocop and Private 1st Ciass Samue
guerillas in Barangay Telefas, Columbio white riding a

abducted Wednesday by some 20 New People's Army
motorcycle en route to their detachment from the municipal center.

The NPA rebels immediately escaped toward @ nearby hinterland at the border of the adjoining Sultan Kudarat

and North Cotabato provinces bringing with them the two soldiers.

¥ 12 a Sioie determine the idertities of the rebels who snatchsd

“Galgo said inteligence units of PRO-12 are now helping
the two soldiers and location now of the captives.
ch has jurisdiction over Columbio and nearby towns, said

Sources from the Army’s 10th infaniry Division, whic
the group that snatched Calacop and Garay belong to the NPA's Guerilla Front 72.

W Dwo T OB
SOCO: The 3 Dead Sol
Bukidnon

diers sustained 76 Gunshots from the NFA in

CAE EVANGELISTA, Cagayan de Oro City—The 3 soidiers who were killed by the NPAs were in Chvilian
ihers based on the report of the PNP Scene o e

;;—ei@thes&ﬂ%ustameﬂ;a_mmmg&gmshQl&gi_d%ﬁer@ni cal
Crime Operatives (SOCO;) of ialaybalay City. Bulidnon. Initial investigation revealed that the three soldiers
whe were kilied fast February 1. 2017, along Sitic Kaleb, Brgy Kibalabag, an outskirl community of Maiavybalay

City, were found dead and sustained 2 minimum of 24 gunshots each.

Recoverad near the kilied soidisrs are 24 _Fired Cartridge Cases (FCCj of 5.56 mm {for 4115 rifle}, 1- 5.8 mm
cartridge. 7- 7.62x 5tmm FCC {for 14}, 10- 7.82x 38mm FCC ffor AK4T), 2- 7.62x39mm cartridges {for
AKR4T), 5- 7.82x83mm FCTs (i Garand), and - Gai 30 FOTs {ius Caruing;.

on revealed that the soldiers are on hoard two motorcycies traversing the route of the

Further, the investigati
& them down and eventually killed them.

said cutskir community when the NPAs flagge

There are NPAs firing from the high ground angd that they went naar the three unarmed soldiers to finish them

ofi, considering that the buik of the rounds were found near their deat bodies.

R """"'—""“"""""""*”"Aﬁ;gﬁéfpﬁfﬁﬁg§ff¢géﬁ7§'ﬁg"lhe'peap}e,“S‘ECDTiﬂg“’ihe"i"d“?“!d-"“‘ T
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| Eric C Vinoya, 403rd infaniry Brigade Commander deseribed the act as inhuman and overkill ir nature,
viclence perpetrated by alleged NPA members againsi three (3) -

personmnel of the 8t fanty Bastakon who were conducing Communiy Suppor Program in Brgy Manaiog,
Wataybatay Cly. They el the barangay hecause they neaded 1o secure some documeniary reyuirements Tor a
livelihood project that they were facilitating in the community and to get their Subsistence Allowances.

Coione
he said, "VWe condemn the recent act of

down and murdered by amed men as they were about ic go bask {o the

o and Uunarmed when they were siain.’

_ Unfortunately, they were flagged aC
community. They were in civilian atti

roi fighting for an ideology anymore. They have

“This act perpetrated by the NP A only shows thal they are
y murdered our troops and took their money and

resorted to criminal acts and banditry the moment that the
personal belongings.”

adrigal Jr, 410 Commander lambasted the barbaric act of the NPA. “Is this
eace?” he said. “How can this NPA say that they also want peace if they
ruction and production equipmeant, and kill innocent

For his part, MGen Benjamin R M
what they call achievement of “tust p
afill continue to kill with impunity, continue to burn const

“i they really want peace. then they must lay down their arms and stan working with the whole nafion on the
solutions of these sonic-economic prablems. They must show sincerity and finally end thair violence for the

henefit of every Filipinc.”
This incident wi not hinder us (o continue our mandate thai is to protect our people and securs their
communities against any threal. To e perpelrawrs, the Ll foroe of the faw wil be implemental Lol justicn is

served to our soldiers.”

g SR, OO D

-M%@E@g_@i.ﬁmm&ﬁﬁ@ﬁ_dé@rs violate international

numanitarian law

By Priam F. Nepomucenc
{ the Philippines (AFP) strongly condemned the New People's

MANILA, Feh. 3 (PNA) - The Armed Forces 0
Army (NPA) killing of six unarmed soidiers, saying such brutalities are prohibited by international humanitarian

iaw.

stuto Padilla said further worrisome was that these troops had just came

AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Res
from peace and development missions that benefitted the communities.
ceasefire declaration, that is still in effect, i is an utter disregard

"These acts are not only viclations of their own
d excessive force on the bodies of three soldiers they earlier

io interational humanitarian faw when they use
abducted,” he noled.

army G '-"'ﬁé"in?pﬁE‘i’S'er@%ﬁ’g“the“p*eapleﬂewﬂngﬁhe-laﬂ
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8th infantry Battalion troopers, who were

The AFP spokespersen was referring to ihe incident involving three
Barangay Manalog, Malaybalay, Bukidnon

earlier reported missing last Wednesday, after leaving their base in
{o get their subsistence allowance.

The bullet-ricdied bodies of the three were found [ater that day, with one cadaver bearing 27 gunshot wounds,

another with 26 and the other one with 24.

The NPA uniiateral ceasefire is set to be lifted by 11:58 p.m. Feb. 10,

"The NPA perpetrated acts that are completely unnecessary io the already fallen soldiers," Padilla said.
These atrocities show their clear disregard of the newly forged guidelines for the full implementation of the

Joint Monitoring Committee under the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law signed by the Communist Party of the Philippines-National Democratic Front

(CPP-NDF) leadership in Rome last month.

"=yen before they announced the withdrawal of their ceasefire, they already conducted & series of atrocities
orces beginning last Sunday,” he added.

against government f

Based from reports on the ground, the NPAs have conducted 18 attacks since January 15 thi;gfé-ar,

These include three abduction cases invoiving three soldiers in saparate incidents in Surigao Del Norte and

Sultan Kudarat.
ed Jan. 29, and two other soldiers

D

"We hereby demand the immediate release of Pic. Erwin Salan abduct
abducted Feb. 2," he added.

"The AFP regrets that the NPA has withdrawr its ceasefire declaration. The ceasefire has been an effective
manifestation of the CPP-NPA-NDF's commitment to the psace talks and has so far given peace to the
communities where they continue fo operate,” the AFP spokesperson saic.

The NPA withdrawal showed their insincerity and bared their insatiabie taste for violence, he addad.

"Eor our.part, oul varous units on the ground remain faithful to our own ceasefire declaration, but are ready for

any violent incidents that will arise from the NPAs witharawal, " Padilia siressed.

ic that the AFP, as the only legitimate military organization mandated to protect the

He also assured the pubi
ve defensive measures to thwart attacks from ail lawless armed

people and the communities, will take proacti
groups.

1 —~ be i 3 . ,
We shall alsc continue o perform peace-2Ultn o and development efforte where the nennle in conflict areas

request us to. We will continue to capacitate local government in order 10 fasi-track delivery of basic goods and
services to their constituents,” Padilla pointed out.

The AFP spokesperson also said the military will continue to safeguard communities from criminal acts of

extortion. burning of vehicles, particularly construction implements that are used for the development of these

Purposea-:~88wir—xg=t—heu:peepi&'—.€>eouriag.—ihe-lan.d;
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areas, farm and livelihood implements and other forms of criminal and atrocious acts -- whoever is the
perpetrator.

"And if ordered by the Commander-in-Chief, we will ift the SOMO (suspension-of-military-operation). It is our
beholden duty to protact our citizens," he added. (PNA)
LGIYPFN

WWW.PNa, gov.ph
Joint ceasefire declaration needed to prevent violence in the ground --

AFP
MANILA, Feb. 3 (PNA) - The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Friday said there is a strong need for
the government and rebel peace pane! to come out with a joint ceasefire declaration so that sporadic clashing

between the units in the ground can be prevented.

AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla issued this statement after noting that six soidiers were already
killed and another three abducted after the New People's Army (NPA) announced i is terminating its unilateral

ceasefire effective 1159 p.m. Feb. 10.

"Demands for a joint ceasefire (with the NPA) is one aspect the AFF has been demanding for ever since peace
negotiations started in August,” he said in Filipino.

With & joint ceasefire declaration, both parties can agree and submit a list of what they consider as violations to
the truce, to a duly appointed third monitering team or facilitators, who will be tasked ta look and investigate on

these claims, and if necessary, impose sanctions on the offending party, Padilla said.

In unilateral ceasefire, these are no provisions for a third party monitoring team, making it possible for either
side to commit truce violations, incidentally or accidentally, without fear of punishment.

The unprovoked attacks against unarmed government troops this week took place in Echague, isabela;

Manay, Davaoc Oriental; and Malaybalay City, Bukidnon.

Padilla said NPA attacks in Isabela resulted in the deaths of two enlisted troopers, one junior officer in Davao
Oriental and three enlisted soldiers in Bukidnon.

One abduction incident was reported in Surigao Del Norte last Jan. 28 and two in Sultan Kudarat last Feb. 2.

With these developments, the AFP spokesperson said all military units were placed in heightened aleri to
safeguard the lives of its troops going about their lawful mandate. (PNA)

LGIPFN
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veww. philstar.com
DND: NPA's 'lawless’ activities caused lifting of ceasefire
By Audrey lorallo (philstar.com) | Updated February 5, 2017 - 7:59pm

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana condemned communist rebels for their "lawless” activities. AP/File
MARNILA, Philippines—The Department of National Dafense on Friday blamed communist rebels for & hitch in
peace talks, which were resumed fast year after breaking down during the Aquino administration.

In a statement, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana criticized the New People's Army for extortion, abduction
and attacks on government forces that he said caused the deaths of civillans and soidiers.

Lorenzana biamed the violence instigated by the rebels as the reason the "promising start to achieving peace

has ended.”

The secretary of defense also said that he had already instructed the military to be on high alert and to
continue protecting the communities under their respective jurisdictions.

" have instructed the chief of staff to place our troops on high alert and to continue their protection of the

—communities-undertheircare-whereverthey-are; Lorenzana-said-

President Rodrigo Duterte announced earlier Friday that the government was lifting its unilateral ceasefire with
the NPA. He said that rebels were asking for too much by demanding the release of some 400 political
prisoners even before parties sign a more permanent bilateral ceasefire agreement.

The president ordered government troops on Friday afterncon: "Go back to your camps, clean your rifles, and
be ready to fight"
The NPA, which is on the US State Department's list of terrorist organizations, recently declared that it was

ending its unilateral ceasefire effective Feb 11. The group blamed the failure of the government to release
political prisoners and the intrusion of security forces into areas "within the authority of the revolutionary

government.”
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The government and communist rebels are currently engaged in peace talks in Europe in a bid to end the 48-
vear insurgency, the longest in Asia.

Rounds of negotiations failed in the past due to unmet rebel demands and to distrust on both sides.

WWW.pna.gov.ph
2 ASG bandits bagged, numerous weapons seized in Sulu ops

By Priam F. Nepomuceno
MANILA, Feb. 3 (PNA) - Operatives from Joint Task Force Sulu, conducting pursuit operations against Abu

Sayyaf Group (ASG) bandits in Luuk town, Sulu have successfully arrested two of its members and recovered
assorted weapons and other war materials Thursday afternoon.

The incident took place 4:30 p.m. at Sitio Kanjawali, Barangay Kan Kulak in the above—ment:oned town, said

“1st Infantry Division spokesperson Lt Col. Benedicto Manguisquis. ™

The ASG members were nabbed by troopers from the 32nd Infantry Battalion.

Seized from the two were two fragmentation grenades, an M-16 automatic rifle with five short magazines and
20 pieces of 5.56mm ball ammunition, .30 caliber Browning automatic rifle with five magazines, two
bandoleers, one backpack, one pair of combat boots, assorted battle dress uniforms and personal belongings

and documents with high intelligence value.

Manquisquis identified the arrested bandits as Majjung Sailyin, of Barangay Tandu, Luuk town and Nasser
Ongah, Barangay Kambing, Kalingalan, Caluang, Sulu.

Pursuit operations are still ongoing as of this posting. (PNA}
LGIPFN
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www.dwdd.com. ph
TRADOC installs new Doctrine Director and Strategy Office Chief
W ; Toper e, S0 Tenne T oo o s :

oo L Claudie o Ter L Tl

—--Capas, Tarlac — The Philippine-Army's-Training and Doctrine-Command {TRADOC) underMai—Gern
Hermminigildo Francisco C. Aquino has installed Col. Edgardo C. Paima as the new Director of the Doctrine
Center; and Col. Gilmar N. Galicia as the new Chief, Governance Strategy Management Office (GSMO),
during joint turnover ceremony at Headquarers TRADOC Camp O'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac at 2:00 a.m.,

February 3, 2017.

TRADOC Commander Maj. Gen. Herminigildo Francisco C. Aguino presided the joint turnover ceremony. He
emphasized the essential duties and responsibilities of the concerned offices for TRADOC's growth path to a
world-class institution. "Doctrine tells us how we will fight today’s wars while GSMO tells us how 1o be the

future Army we envision ourselves to be”. MCGen. Aguino said

MGen. Aguino congratulated Col. Rynell R. More, the former Director of Doctrine Center and Col. Abundio C.
Caracas, the former Chief, GSMO for the job well-done.

GSMO is 2 personal staff of the commander on matters pertaining fo governance, strategy alignment,
scorecard development, strategy evaluation and strategic communication.

Doctrine Center is a subordinate unit of TRADOC that capacitates a commander to execute campaigns,
battles, and engagements. Moreover, it is the starting point from which a commander develops solutions and
options to address the specific war fighting demands and challenges faced within the conduct of operations.
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