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Mr Duterte
m to the commur

By LeilaB. Salaverria
_and Nestor Corrales
‘@Team_loguirer

‘Peace talks" with communist
‘rebels will nd longer continue,

‘unless “there's -a compeliing ©;

‘reason t6 o 80, ‘President
Duterte told éeporters ofi Sun-
‘day during his visit to his par-
‘ents’ graves in Davao Gity.*

“peace talks will remain :
canceled unless there is & .
compelling reason that will |

|

T will request mayhe to-

‘motrow the Philippine con-
‘tingent to fold their tents and
come home,+he said. “T-am .
-6t ready to resitme ‘peace’
‘talks. As'T have said;’I would -
-+ like to- tell the Filipino people:

Peace: thh the commimists .

mig'ht not come in th1s gener-
ation.”y"

Oit saverai occasions, the ..

benefit the interest of the na- | President had insisted that he-

tlon,” Mr. Duterte:said, a day

\after - i - lifted ‘the  govern:-

‘ment's ‘unilateral * ceasefire
with the New People’s Army -
(NPA) the armed wmg of : thie

would not give in to the de-
mand’|-6f --the  comiunist -

i rebels to free all political pris-

oners.}: _
e | wﬂl not compromise in-

{Communist - Partst of;“ the tagnty of ‘governmént by re

Philippines (CPP). "

“If feel that thereisa 3oke
somewhere. 1 will not waste
my time,” he said,

He sald he would also di-
rect government negotiators,
who had been engaged in talks
with communists in Rome, to
come home,

he said,

| leasing all political prisoners,”™

“1 woulcl not honor any
agreerhent that would violate
the -Constitution. 1 never
promised to release all politi-
cal prisoners. You don't re-
lease them because they com-
mitted 4 crime,” he added.

7

expiamed that he was not wsllmg to ¢
Jists’ demand to release all political’ pﬁrlsoners

* ed this statement: “Those re-):
-leased by the government -
should return to prison .in.

|
!
}
E
];

My soldiers have diad
He sald he lifted the Ceasé

e Kl

| I'would like

to tell the
Filipino people:
Peace with the
communists
might not come

fire ahead ‘of the Feb. 1o
scheduled lifting of the cease—j
fire on the: Part of the Lebels.

cdied.

. because many soIdzers had__

"thmamatay na mga sun-f

jin thzs generation

: odrngo Duterte
Z_”Presadent T

dalo ko maghihintay pa ake ng{ L

Feb. 107 (My soldiers “havel

[ died."Why shoutd T wait for
' Feb.107),” he said,

To political prisoners al-

! ready cut of prison, he dil’ECt—

their own' volition. Those re- |
feased to participate in the
talks should return and facel
jurisdiction of the govern-
ment because they are still
¢riminals.”

The government péace!

‘crdtic Frofit of the Philippines
(NDFP) negotiators were sup-
.posed:to.meet for the fourth

i rolinds of talks in The Nether~

‘fands fmm Feb.25t0 25

‘Prepare fora Eong war’

Mr. Duterte chided the
communists rebels for appar-
ently wanting hostilities to
contifiue,

- “If'you want to extend it
1 for another 5o yeats, so be it.
I'd be happy to accommodate

| you,” he said,

He stressed that he had

P ‘walked the extra mile” for

. peace.

o

~Mr. Duterte said he was

[ -“fot ready to talk about any- N

. : thing.”
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' ’fi told soldiers to prepare

~for a long war. I said itwill
: not come duting our genera-

i

ow them alread

att;.i'rda.g{; th g

" ernment peace panel said the

: talks were scheduled to con- |
" tinue despite the lifting of the -
- ihilateral ceasefire o

- governiment of rehieging’on a
promise to free more jailed
comrades and of advancing its

troops into rebei-held territg-

i~ 7. 'Prefidential peac ise
- Jesus Dureza and governtient
 chief negotiator Silvestté Bel-
‘o311 had ‘both_ stressed:that
Prestdent Duterte only ended
the ceasefire, but not the
wholé peace process. . . .- K
" Bello said that both sides
were . due to meet in -the
. Netherlands later this month
~as-well as in Norway in April.
i The- government - panel ‘had
" subinitted to the NDFP a pro-
“ posal for a bilateral ceasefire.
" -Of Fiiday, the militdry
" said that at least six soldiers
. were killed in fresh hostilities
" this .week, including three
who were kidnapped and

A had accused the

found dead, their bodies bear-
“ing multiple gunshot wounds.
© - In lifting the government
ceasefire, Mr. Duterte said the

+-rebels had insisted 6f iffipoas-"

sible demands, including the
telease of about 400 jailed po-
-litical prisoners.
" He lamented that his ad-
-ministration would have heen
-the “golden- oppottunity” to
end about 50 years of fighting
that,“according to. estimates,
-has left at least 40,000 dead.
“I am asking the soldiers,
80 back to your caraps, clean
your rifles and be ready to
fight,” Mr. Duterte had said.
“Sorry. So I really would
like to express my sadness.
| We cannot have a peaceful
generation,” he added.

- Earlier hopes dashed -

‘Beford the President's an-
nouncement, Dureza wds still
hopeful that talks would con-
tinue, :
“On the peace talks, h¢ has
not mentioned anything. spe-
cific about it so we consider it,
as far as peace adviser, we as-
sume that the peace talks will
still continue as scheduled,
unless otherwise ordered by
the President,” Dureza had
said, '
The NDFP, the political
wing of the communist move-
ment, said that despite the
end of the truce, both sides
could carty on with their
work,

i
|

f

|
“The NDFP*temiing liope:
ful that the ‘peace’ talks will
proceed on track and that the
comprehensive, agreements

-On....socioeconomic,- political -

and  constitutipnal reforms
ccurrently  being * Hégoiiated
~will be deemed: ready formap-
- proval by both panels by end-
2017, and soon after by the
principals,” NDFP chief nego-
tiator Fidel Agc:j&oili_had said. -

But the military appears to
be preparing .fdr' war ‘against
NPA. S

Maj. Gen. Rafael Valencia,
commander - of the “Eastern
Mindanao ~ Command-—the
area whete skirniishes and ab-
duction of soldiers had re-
cently taken place-—said the
military could ow pursue the

- NPA. He said I‘?e woitld wait
for an official wiord before de:
ployments o rbel-held areas
would be made] "

“There will be no addition-
al troops. 1 believe our force
on the ground [is] sufficient,”
he told reportets,

Over 3,000/, families have
also been displaced in the
fresh hostilities this week,
particularly in"Manay, Pavao
Oriental, where NPA rebels
killed a juniot army officer in
an ambush, the Army's 10th

Infantry Division said, ~wren 777 7
" REPORTS FROM KARLOS MANLUBIG,

ALLAN NAWAL, CYNTHIA b. BAL-
ANA, JAYMEE T, GAMIL, DI VAR,
FRINSTON LIM AND REUTERS NG
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By MICHAEL PUNONG&AYAN * to scuttle the government’s truce ddc-
e e ee s aration with the communist rebels.| |
T The Artfied Forces of the Philippines ~ AFP Public Affairs Office (PAQ) B |
(AFP) is geating up for fenewed fight- chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said the
ing with the New Peoplels Army (NPA)  troops are under orders to start the
following President Duterte’s decision  offensive against the rebeis by rescu-

ing the soldiers seizediby the NPA in  last weekend. ]
northern Mindanao. Days later, two more soldiers from
.. Among those to bejrescued-is Pri- the Army’s 39th Infantry Battalion
vate First Class Erwin Salan of the were also forcibly taken in Barangay
Army’s SOth_Infantry Battalion who Telafas, Columbio, Sulian Kudarat:
was kidnapped in Sugigao del Norte . Turn to Page B

AFP e ||

n g e

i “Werefuse to.call thém pris |-
»Oners of war because the NPA-
is not.a belligerent force. The
soldiers were simply victiths
of kidnapping,” Arevalo said.
“That is the subject of our
combat rescue operations. We
- are going to rescue them,” he
added. )
Arevalo said full-scale rés-
cue operations could not pe
made possible while the unilat-
eral ceasefire was still in effect.
“We can now do that now,

unlike before when there was = ;
the unilateral ceasefire declara- P!;?Side"t Déltigee é‘?ﬂiiogeéra?iﬂcﬁ:‘g\? ilf: gg: bﬂﬂtge“m ;::-d;!:;
; o , . | who was wou r .
tion of ﬁ«}e OV em.n}eni and th(’ Dute::eiisited Edep at Kiga;ar;:n Medical Spaeciaaﬁs?g In?:. in
suspension of military opefa- | Kidapawan City last friday. - .
tions of the AFP. We can ngw
conduct combat operations
against them,” Arevalo said. ‘ '
“And the first combat gp- ernment was lifting its unilat- Chief and will hit the NPA
eration that we can do agaipst eral ceasefire and directed the hard.

them is to launch a rescue military to prepareto fight. *© Duterte ended the govern-
operation for the kidnapppd  Inresponse, AFP chief Gen. ment’s six-mdnth ceasefire

| soldiers,” he said. . Eduardo Afio said the troops with communist iebels, who
On Friday, President are ready to abide by the or had just kifted theit own truce
. Duterte announced the ggv- ders of the Commander-in- Turh to Page 9
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and killed troops in fresh attacks.
Duterte said he was forced to break L : i
OIf the ceasefire after receiving reports of n ST B ——
%

“systematic attacks” by the NPA agairst

govertunent forces even before their B —

declaration to scuttle their own ceasefire i R e T —

next Friday. | o — e o

Suspected NPA rebels snatched two 1 e

..Soldiers in a remote village.in.Columbio,- }

Sultan Kudarat last Feb, 2. - ‘

Last week, two off-duty soldiers in |

civilian clothes and riding a motorcycle |

- were taken by NPA rebels in Makilala, E

North Cotabato, [

§

I

!

|

. Separately, three soldiers were taken
by NPA rebels in Malaybalay City in
-Bukidnon: The three soldiers were ‘also-
tinarmed and in their civilian atfire
- they were snatched. -
- Their lifeless bodies were tater found
along the road in a remote village in the
city.

%“11& regional police said the bodies of
the three soldiers were riddled by gunfire
of different calibers with a minimum of 24
gunshot wounds on each of them.

Colonel Fric Vinoya, commander of the
Army’s 403rd Infantry Bri gade, described
the killing as inhuman and overkill

“We condernn the recent act of violence
perpetrated by alleged NPA members
against three personnel of the 8th Infantry
Battalion who were conducting com- ;
munity support program in Barangay j
Manalog, Malaybalay City. They left the |
barangay because they needed to secure i
some documentary requirements for a '
livelihood project that they were facili- i
tating in the community and to get their |

i
i
£

subsistence allowances. Unfortinately,
they were flagged down and murdered N B
e by armed men as they were about to go 1

- back fo the community. They were iri civil-
lan attire and unarmed when they were i
slain,” Vinoya said. :
“This act perpetrated by the NPA oniy
shows that they are not fighting for an ]
ideology anymore. They have resorted
to criminal acts and banditry the moment
that they murdered our lroops and took
their money and personal belongings,”
he added.
The military leadership in the region
vowed justice for thé three slain soldiers,
“To the perpetrators, the full force of
the law will be implemented until justice
isserved Lo our soldiers,” said Major Gen,
Berjamin Madrigal Jr., commander of the
Army’s 4th Infant}ry Divisi(;n covering the :
? . . areay Caraga and Northern Mindanao areas. el no.{02) B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5285 -
| OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFRAIT & — With Ben Serrano { ?)
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., By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

after lifting the unildteral ceasefire, President

- Diuterte 4nnounced last night that he was terminating

. Inan inferview, Duterte said
- he was ‘ordering the govern-
pIment peac

i the tents and come home” -
- -.He issued the statement
“hours after his spokesman
-expressed hope for substantial
.progress m the peace talks
despite the lifting of the uni-
lateral ceagefire.
....'Peace(talks will remain
canceled upless there is a com-
pelling reason that will ben-
efit-the inferest.of the nation,”
Duterte told journatists during
his visit td his parents’ tombs
in Davao Qity.
He had, lifted the ceasefire
effective yesterday after the

2 panel to “fold up .

formal peace negotiations with communist rebels, = - .

New People’s Army killedf
three soldiers and Kidnapped |
thtee more in separate fnci:|

-denits in récent days while the'

NPA’s own triice was, sup-
posed to be inplace. S
Duterte noted that the gov-
ernment had been trying to:
discuss peace with the rebels
since the administration of
Fidel Ramos. e
~“This time is should end
here,” he said, reiterating he
would not give in to the rebels’
demand for the release of 400

political prisoners.
He denied promising to'
release the 400, saying doing
Turn to Page 8.

i

s0 would be tantamount to
surrender: “We started with
18 and we came up with 23

" leaders and now it's 400, Elr
s kung ganui imag-surtender na

OFFICE(

lapg kamii”
“lam not interested in aygu-
ing with them,” he said, refer-
ring to the rebels.
Earlier yesterday, presiden-
tial spokesman Ernesto Abella
said, “Despite the untenable
circumstances on the ground,
the peace talks have not|yet
been scuttled. The read to
peace is not an easy journgy.”
Duterte had ordered sol-
diers the other day to “go back
to your camp, clean your rjfles
and be ready to fight.”
He said he had done his pest

Y From Page 1

and “walked the extra mile”
for peace, but the rebels had
acted inbad faith and imposed
unreasonable demands.
Abella, however, cited
“some progress” duting the
peace talks between the gov-
ernmertt and the conmumunist
leadership in Rome last week.
He stressed the need to
address sume concerns, par-
ticularly the kidnapping and
kiliing of soldiers in Mindanao.
“Some progress had already
been made during the third
round of peace talks in Rome,
but apparently there is some
disconnect between dissident
leaders negotiating at the table
and their forces on the ground.
It would be deeply regrettable

that the othepwise positive

- developments how might have

to be set aside,” he said.

On Wednesday, the NPA's
parent organization, the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines
{CPP) announted it was end-
inga five—«monlh-old unilateral
ceasefire and dccused Duterte
of treachery and human rights
abuses. :

The CPP-NPA also criticized
Duterte’s failure to grant am-
nesty and freedom to nearly
400 so-called political prison-
ers, after the President released
18 jailed rebe] leaders at the
starl of the talks last year.

The rebels also accused the
government of violating the
interim ceasefire by allowing
the military ahd paramilitary
forces to encroach into their
rural strongholds.

Two days later, Duterte an-
¥
| H
1

5285, 5205
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- nounced he would scuttle the
governmietit’s unilateral ¢ease-

- Hire with the rebels and orflered
' the military to fésume fightitig. *
o impfications|
. Presidential’Adviser dn the

. Peace Process Jesus Dureza
- said Duterte made the judg-
. ment call it lifting the inferim
. ceasefire with the rebels)’ .
:  Duteza also said it #ould
be prudent tiot to jumyp t con-
- clusions regarding Duterte’s
decision. = 1
“The President has spoken.
He cancelled the government
. unilateral ceasefire. Helgave
: - the

. ‘peace process. Let's watch how
it rolls out,” he added.
An adviser to the gdvern-

pecu-
1 the

ment peace panel, however, said
the withdrawal of the unilateral
ceasefire would create uncer-

tainty and fear in areas affécied
by the decades-loAg conflict:

Commission on Higher
Education commissioner
Prospero de Vera, who is
among the government ad-
visers'in the negotiations
with the National Democratic
Front (NDF), said the latest
development would also
make it difficult to convince
the public that the peace ne-
gotiation is the way forward.

The NDF is the umbrella

organization representing the
CTP-NPA in the pea
with the government.

It is unfortunate that the

NPA and the Philippine govern-
ment have decided to withdraw
their unilateral declaration of
ceasefire right after the conclu-

ilks,
o however

:
|
|
|
|
i
E

sion of the third round of talks

in Rome, Italy,” De Vera said.
“This latest development

will cfeate luncertainty and.
fear in many conflictatfected

communities and make it dif-
ficult to convince the public
that peace negotiations are the
way to go,” Ihe added. -

De Vera, who provides the
government panel with techni-
cal inputs on the forgirig of the
Comprehensive Agreement on
Social and Economic Rights,
said they would wait for the in-
structions of President Duterte
on how fo move forward with
the negotiations. . ... .
. "The lifting of the ceasefire,.
evet; should: not detract
us from recognizing the gains
achieved in thé peace nego-
tiations,” De Vera said. — With
Janvic Mateo, Jose Rodel Cla-
pano, Cet Dematera
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Froes

as more than enou,gh foroes
et NPA chaﬂengé

e peace talks between
overnment and the lo

Hhe

cal

-announcement of the termination of

their respective unilateral ceasefire
declarations, Malacafiang said Friday
night,

With this development, the Armed

yestérday that it-has more than suf-
ficient forces to meet the rebel group’s
challenge.

Premdent;ai spokesperson Frnesto
Abelia aid thete was an apparent dis-

communist gfoup will con-

mnilateral éeas_ efire Friday after three
soldiers were kitled i an ambusgh last
esda

vow' of s61e: members of the 1986 -

Constitutionial Commission (Con-

Com) to block any attempt to change ..

the Chartef.:
“Kaya kayo ayaw niyong balikiarin,
ayaw niyong palitan ang Constitution
(You dor’t want to end the Constitu-
tion), fine!” he said, adding that there
won't be peage until amendments in
the Constitution are made.
- He also hit former constitutional
commissionars for seemingly mak-

literte so responded tothe -
“President]. Cory [Aquino] ; iifter the
'EDSA revolution, ‘yang Consfitution . -

na trabaho. nila (The Constitution;

- tinue despite both pat‘t es FbrcesofthePhﬂjppmes (AI‘P) assured connecii‘betv}_reen ,a_‘,he rebel lead- bg

erte pursuing...

ing their work “more than 1t,s WEIght
of gold.”

“Trabaho nila ¢ yon, eh Iyon yung
commission na. mliagay il [former;

they created was their job). They,
think it is more than its weight of:
gold,” he said. :

Three former canstntutional.
commissioners had earlier said the:
Constitution is not the problem, but
rather the failure of the gmremment
to fully implement it. (Argyn Cyrus-
B. Geducos) ;

H
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BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

: E_ government’s i[

pcace n egOtiatOI with “So what's important is, we try to talk,
communist rebels on hopefully to stop the fighting and perma

; R pently,” he added. - |
: Saturday said he Saw no This came after Natloz}ai Pemocratic

‘: prdblem with a “talk-and- Front of the Philippines (NDFP) sefiicr
e fight” app_roach to peace - - political adviser Luis Jai fandbni expressed - - I

PRI T : ) willingness to proceed with -peace talks-
_' talks, as-fong the Duterte with the Duterte administration, even

administration would be if both sides have lifted their respective

able to secure a final peace  ceasefire declarations, | f

. ; 1 Jalandoni, in a statement, said “commu-

: agfgﬁ?ﬁg? Ei‘u mode, that’s okay with nistrebels can fight government forces while
«and-fij . tha : !

- us because that's the situation before, We > GoviA2
. are talking begause there's a dispute be-
tween the government and their group,”
Bello told govproment-run radio station
dzRB,

1
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talking peace at the samd time
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#

Bello shared the view and

“be ready to fight.”

 stressed that peace in Mindknao

could be achieved with “miityaj

trust and confidenice” betweeh the
“two parties.

He said the peace talks
resume on February 22 i
Netherlands; and both sides

- work to comme up with 4 bilateral
-ceasefire agreemient that would

cleatly spell out parameters| and
definitions of terms. ~

Both sides have claimed ceagefire
violations but it wasn’t clear what
constituted a violation, Bello nbted.

its unilateral céasefire effectivel Feb-
Yuaty 10, citing President Ro rigo

« Duterte's failure to release dome
© 400 detaitied rebels,

Dusterte on Friday refused tq give
in to the rebels’ deinand and lified
the ceasefire on the part of the
Bovernment, calling on the Afmed
Forces of the Philippines (AF jto

Belio said: “We will abide b the
President’s decision. And | th ink,
there is still the mutyal trustiand

- confidence of our part becauge if
" you do hot titist them, therefwill

be no reason to talk at al]
“Viciously killed’

Citing the President’s statemd nts,
‘Abella said many of the govern-

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AF

FAIRS - Bmail add: cacpa.army2012@gmatl.com ~ Tel no. (2} 8459555 Local: 5285,

NDFP, NPA ‘disconnect’

i Malacafiang on Satitrdzy said it
“ was confident peace talks between

the government and communist

. tebels would continue despite the

lifting of the-unilateral ceagefire by
both sides.-

In a statement, however, presi-
dential spokesman Emnesto Abella
pointed to an apparent disconnect
between the feaders of the NDFP
the Communist Party of the Phil-
ippines’ (CPP} political wing, dnd
its armed group, the New People’s
Army (NPA}, .

"Some progress had already
been made during the third
round of peace talks in Rome, but
apparently there is somsé discon-
nect between dissident leaders

ment’s soldiers have died because

. of attacks by NPA tebels;

“The NPA had broken peace,
ambushing soldiers at ease some
of whom had just received wages
when rebels shot and killed them
viciously,” Abelia said,

fn Cotabato on Friday, Duterte
saicl: “I have lost so many soldiers
in the past 48 howss, I think to
continue with the ceasefire will not
produce anything,”

Duterte, citing an army officer,
said the series of attacks by the
NPA showed “complete disregard
for their earlier announcement
that they would recall its ceasefire
only by 10 February.”

The President has ordered the
AFP 1o “go back to your camnps,
clean your rifles and be reatly to

[
1

negotiating.at ihe table and their
forces on. the 'ground;*_-lt.:would
be ‘deeply regrett

now might have to be set aside,”
Abellasaid. | - -

ttable:that the .
otherwise posifive developments

stances on the ground, the peace
tatks have notlyet been scuttled.
The road to pdace is not an easy
journey,” he adfded‘ o

In January, ITID'FE’ peace nego-
tiators and the jgovernment peace

-panel ended -théir third round

of peace talks?in Rome without
a bilateral ceasefire agreement,
but both sides said their separate
unilateral ceasefire declarations
would remain, -

The NPA, however, anniounced
on Wednesday the termination of

!

i

fight.” i S
In a statement on Friday, AFp

. Chief of Staff i;‘Gener&[ Eduardg

Afio vowed to retaliate against the
NPA rebels behind the attacks,
"We shall abide by the Presi,
dent’s prder of ending the unilat,
eral ceasefire. It s unfortunate that
the gains of the last six months
would come toja halt because the
CPP-NPA agail resorted to the
use of violencg and chose arms

to advance their i'-l}ter_es,ts,” AflO - o+ e e

said, describingthe evénits over the
past four days as “disdainful and
disturbing ”

"We will go after the NPA to
prevent them from conducting
atrocities and ériminal activities
against the publjic. And we will hit
them hard,” the AEP chief added.

!
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i AMP BANCASI, Butuan City
“Barbaric, overkill.”

<+ This was. how Maj. Gen
.Benjamin R. Madrigal, Jr.

- commanding general of the Army’s .

" Northeastern and Northern Mindanag
; 4thInfantry (Diamond) Division (4th
- ID), described the kitling of three Army
goldiers:allegedly by New People’s
- Armiy(NPA) ‘rebels in Malaybalay,
; Bukidnon last February 1. .

I Subrutal was the slay that Corpor

<t

Owen Yee, Private First Class (PFC)

. Pat Non, and PFC. Nifio Christopher
Talabor, all of the 8th Infantry Battaiio
and who were only in civilian clotheg,

... 8ustained 76 gunshot wounds fro
high-powered firearms, based o1 a re-
port of Scene of the Crime Operative
{S0CO) of the Malaybalay police

" 'Is this what they (NFA) call

" achievement of just peace?" Madrxg I
lamented.

“How can these NPA say/ that th
also want peace if they still continue fo
Kill with impunity, continue to burn con-
gtruction and production equipme
and kil innocent people?,” e added,

According to the initial investigation
conducted by the Malaybalay City Po-
lice Station (MPS), a copy of the réport
was furnished Madrigal, showed that
the soldiers were killed in Sitio Kaleb,
Brgy Kihalabag, an outskirt community
of Malaybalay City, with each of them
sustaining a minimum of 24 gunshots.
The investigation also showed that

.. the rebels were firing from high-ground

and later went near the three soldiers to

Minish them off," Madrigal said, -

Based on the cartridge cases récov-

- ered at the scene of the ambush, the
rebels used M16, M14, AK47, Garand

and Carbine rifles in mowing down
the three soldiers. A total of 21 spent
cartridges were recovered.

Col. Eric C. Vinoya, commanding
officer of the 403rd Infantry Brigade,
also described the act as “inhuman.”
He added that the soldiers are on
board two motorcycles when the NPAs
flagged them down and eventually
killed them.

“There were NPAs firing from the
high-ground, and that they even went
near the three unarmed soldiers to fin-
ish them off, considering that the bulk of
the spent rounds that were found near

their bodies,” Vmoya said.

Madngal challenged the NPA that
“they really want peace, then they must
lay down their arms and start working
with the whole nation on the solutions of
these socig-econotnic problems.” -

“They maust show sincerity and fi-
nally end their violence for the henefit
of every Filipino," he underscored.

He said-the.abduction of an Army
soldier in Sttigao del Norte and the bar-
baric killing of the three Army soldier in
Bukidnon Wil niot keep the military from
accamphshmg their mandate “that is
to protect bur people and secure their

" gonmununities against any threat”,

“To the perpetrators, the full force
of the law will be implemented until
justice is served to our soldiers,” the
4th ID chief added.

Meanwhile, the parents of kidnapped
Private First Class Erwin Salan, 28, of

.the 3oth Infantry Battailion (30th IB) in

Surigao dél Norte appealed fo his abdue-
tors to release their son safely.

“Palihiog buhi-i na ninyo ang among
anak” (Please release our son),” Er-
nesto and Judith Salan said as they
wept in an interview over a local radio
station here yesterday.

L
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— .. completely unnecess

~ els onWednesday,

. SECURITY

ﬁ“ﬂ‘we

forces in  Mindanao

. launched operations to locate five
. soldiers whao. were reported miss-
- ing amid what they described as
| “atrocities” copmmitted by the com-
j:munist:New ‘People’s Army even.

before they Lalled off the ceasefite -
onfeb, 1.5 :
The militaLy and police launched

the operatipns as the families of

husband),

-

domething worse wiil

happen to Him because he killed a
-good man);tsaid Almalou Yee, wife

- of Sgt. Owen Yee,

Sgt. Yee |

@ft their base in Malay-

. balay, Bukidnon with Cpt Pat Non

and Cpl. Ni

1o Christopher Talabor

- to get theirsubsistence allowance
« but were amhbushed by NPA rebels.
The bullet-riddled bodies of the

excessive force on t}Je bodies of three

soldiers they earlie
Armed Forces spokes
Restituto Padilla.

"The NPA perpetrs

abducted,” said
persen Brig, Gen.

ted acts that are
ary to the already .. ..

fallen soldiers,” Padilla said. o
- "Even. before they announced the

twithdrawal of thelr teasefire, they al- '
eries of atrocities.

'réady conducted a
‘against government

fast Sunday, he added,

forces beginning

Based from reports on the ground,

the NPAs have con

ucted 18 attacks

since Jan. 15 this yeay,
These include three abduction cases
invalving three soldiers in separate in-

cidents in Surigao def
Kudarat.
But the Cotabatg

Norteand Suitan -

regional_police

said they have intensified intelligence

operations to bcatd
soldiers abducted by

two of-the- three

communist reb-

"We malntain our support for the Phi-
ippine Army in Columbio and in Sultan

Kudarat,said Supt. Romeo Galgo Jr.
OFFCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC Ar

RIS i aub: 040pa.2 a need for more forces after President

Page: ,ZS, |

the three soldiers who were killdd
in an NPA ambush in Bukidnon
demanded justice for their 'sFa}n
loved ones, who were ambushéd
although they were unarmed.and .
-in civilian clothing. . g !' e
- "Ang nagpatdy kung kinsa’man .
siva mas labaw ang mahitgbo sa iya™
sa fyang gibuhat sa ako bana nga
buoton kaayo Whoever killed (thy
three were found later that day,
with one cadaver hearing 27 gyn-
shot wounds, another with 26 ahd
the other one with 24,

"These acts are not only vioja-
tions of their own ceasefire decla-
ration, that is still in effect; it isfn
utter disregard to international
hurmanitarian law when they used

' Turn tg A2
An Army intelligence officer, speak-
ing on condition of ancnymity, said
the two soldiers—Sgt. Sofaiman Calo-_
cop and Private 1st Class Samuel Garay |
of the Army’s 39th Infantry Battallon-—
are believed to be kept at the botder of

Sultan Kudarat and Davao del Sur, par- - -~~~ ..

ticularly in the mountains of Kiblawan,
Davao del Sur where the New Praple’s
Aty have a strong presence. | =~
The soldiers were on board a motor-
bike when they were flagged down on
Wednesday by some 15 NPA rebels in
Barangay Telefas, Columbio. !
initial information showed the two
infantrymen were from the bpttalion
headquarters In Makilala, Nort Cot.:r
hato and were heading to theinbasein
Barangay Telefas, hours after the com-
munists canceled the ceasefire,
Meanwhile, AFP chief-of-staff Gen.
Eduardo Afio has said the military has
more than sufficient forces fo meet
rebel groups in Eastern Mindanao.
“We have enaugh forces, Wé will as-
sess everything before we make any
troop movement of any adjustment;’

he sald when asked whetheytherefs .\ 0 cope oo

Army Core Purpose: Serving th Rodrigo Duterte canceled the govem-

[

- ment ceasefire in the wake c?f Unpro-
voked NPA attacks.
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Basilan mayor

- Survives

bomb attack |

ZAMBOANGA CITY - | . - - - . EE
The mayor of a town in Basi~ ! L o ' ' ' ' :
ian suffered minor injuries ; i
while his driver and a soldiet
were wounded in a roadside
bombing in Tuburan town
yesterday.. o

“Tuburan Mayor Dorté Ka--’
- lahal had just alighted from
his service vehicle when
the explosion occurred in
Barangay Dugaa at around
230 pm.

Kalahal’s driver Misuari
Jamiri and Cpl. Christian
Ibaretta were brought to
a hospital in Lamitan fof
treatment.

“The mayor and the
troops were responding to
an earlier explosion when
the second explosion oc- :
curred,” said Col. Cirilo
Donato, chief of the Joint
Task Force Basilan and 104th
Army Brigade,

The explosion damaged
the passenger side of Kala-
hal’s vehicle.

Abu Sayyaf bandits are
believed to be behind recent
explosions in the province.
On Thursday, a-grenade
exploded on the roof of an |

abandoned building at the f
|
l
!
!
{

Lamitan District Emergency
Hospital.
— Roel Parefio, John Unson
‘ : i J(? : it.com — Tel no. (92) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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‘Basilan town mayor
survives bombing

i'iAM.BOIAN A CITY: Two people, -
< including a goldier, were wounded while

atown maygr was unharmed in a road-

side bombing at Sitio Sawiti, Barangay

Duga-a in Tuburan, Basilan on Saturday,
Senior Insp, Said Omat smae),

* Tuburan police chief, identified the

¢ wounded Sofdier as Cpl. Christian

¢ Ibarreta of the Army’s 3rd Scout Ranger
* Battalion andl Misuari Jamici, driver of

- Tuburan Mayor Durie Kallahat.

Jamirt wis transported by speed
boat fram Basilan to this city for

- medical tregtment,

-+ Col.Cirifo Gonato, Army's 104th Infantry -

+ - Bilgade comrander, said Kallahal was
~ unstathed sirice he disembarked before his

vehice tripped on an improvised explosive
device fashioned out as a landmine.
The pick-tp type vehicle of the mayor

was riddled with shrapnet holes aid its |

teft rear tire was blown off as a result of
the roadside homb explosion. !

Ismae! said that Kaflahal accompanied |
by 3rd Scout Ranger Battalion troops went'

-+ to Sitfe Sawit, Barangay Calut to inspect

the blast site where a bomb exploded - |
around 10:15 a.m. Saturday. S

No one was reported kilted or ’
wounded In the 10:15 a.m. incident |
since the bomb exploded in a vacant fot.:

At that time, Kaltahal and the troops ;
of the Army’s 3rd Scout Ranger Battation

. were canducting medical outreach mis- |

stort i downtown Tuburan~ . =7
- Both the military and police authorlties |
said the roadside hombing was the handi- |
work of the Abu Sayyaf Group (A5G} since
Kallahat Is known to be fighting agalnst
the bandit group in his town, PNA

i
§
!
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. 'ZAMBOANGA GITY — Two
people, including a soldier, were
wounded while a town mayor was
ungeathed in a roadside bombing
yestarday in the municipalify of
Tubdran, Basilan province,
Senior Insp, Said Omar Ismael,
. TFubifran police chief, disclosed the
in-ident occurred around 2:46 pamn.
- yasterday, in Sitio Sawiti, Barangay
Calut (not Barnagay Duga-a as
earlier reporfed), Tuburan,
Basilan.
~ Ismael identified the wounded
soldier as Cpl Christian Ibarreta
of the Army’s 3rd Scout Ranger
Battalion and Misuari Jamiri, the
driver of Tuburan Mayor Durie
Kallahal,
Jfamiri was transported by
speed boat from Basilan o this city
_for medical treatment.
: . ol. -Cirilo Deonato, Army’s
“10dth  Infantry  Brigade
-comimander, said Kallahal was
ungeathed since he disembarked
befbre his vehicle tripped on an
improvised explosive device

|
|
1
}
|

Basilan mayor unscathed
roadside blast; 2 hurt

;
¢
§
F
!
;

fashioned out as a }andmmé'

The pick-up type vehlcle of
Kallahal was riddled with shr. 1pnel
holes and its left rear tird was
blown off as a result of the
roadside homb explosion.

Ismael said that Kallahal

accompanied by 3rd Scout Ranger -

Battalion troops went to)8itio
Sawitt, Barangay Calut to intspect
the blast site where a bomb
exploded around 10:15; ; g.m.
Saturday.

Ismael said no one was elther

killed or wounded in the 10:156 s.m.
incident since the bomb- explodeci -

in a vacant lot.

At that time, Ka!lahai and the
troops of the Army's drd ‘Scout
Ranger Battalion were conducting
medieal outreach missipn in
‘downtown Tuburan.

Both the military and jpelice
authorities sald the rogdside

. bombing was the handiwork of the*
"Abu Sayyaf Group &inés Kallahal

is known to be fighting against the
bandit group in his town. PHA
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! NAGI UNSAD ng
. malawakan operation
ang Armed Forces of:
' the :Philippine-(AFP)
i [New People:
Army'(NPA) upang
masagipi o maligtas™”
ang tatlong sundalo
kinidnap|ng mga re-
belled sal Rehtyo hg
‘:'--Mmdana S
RO Y nat pos n'a_
bawun 1} Pangulong
Rodrigs {Duterte ang habol o makapaglunsad sibilyan atwalang da- .
idineklaang unilateral - hg combat operation langamlasngladnap-.
ceasefire|laban sanhi  dehil.sa ipinaa-iiral na  pinng mga rebelde.
ng mga sunod-sunod  ceasefire at pagdeklara Kaugnay mtd na-
na panghaharass o D8 “Suspension of Mi-  kikipag- -ugnayat. rin
salakay sa mga kam- litary  Operation” ang Militar sa ilang
paong Militar, pag-ex-  (SOMO) upang bigyan . Ahensiyang P aha-
tortion ' sa-mga sibil- - -daan .ang isinusulong - laan, Local Got orhi-
it -na usaping pagkapaya—'.-_ “ment Unit ‘af nof- go-"
- paan. : vernment GFgan
Mariin tmutulan ni parasa figtas na! pag-
Arevalo ang pahayag papalaya sa 3 sﬂnda—
ng mga rebelde na o |
_idinedeklaran mga “pri- Magugumta
mga combat operation  soner of war” ang tat- .dinukot ng mga rebe
at maytooh na silang long kinidnap na mga deangtatfongsundale”)
mr w e e = =Y plang pardli~fescueang - Sundalo, © - kinilala sina Sgt} So-:-
3 kinidnap na mgasun-----Binigyaan- diin-ni-laima Calocop; lPFC'_‘_
dalo ng mga rebielde ‘Arevallo na mayroon . Samvel Garayna Wang,
Aniya,|di tulad ng . umiiral na unilateral miyembrong3918 PFC
mga nakaaan mpga Ceasefire s pagitanng  Salan sarpag,kakaiuwa-
araw nanistulang tali  Pamahalaan at Rebelde * lay na insiderite sa -
sang kanilgng mga ka- ~--80g tatlo suridalo ay | Columbio, Sultan da~_
“miay at hindi nila ma- - Pawang nakasuot ng at- Mm‘kObleadj?
i

; -
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lilane na ex Army niratral ng tan

" Patay ang isang dating opisyal ng Philippine Army na sang-
kot sa serye 1tg robbery/holdap at pagbebenta ng droga matapos . r.'.

itong pagbabarilin rg riding in tandem sa Taguig City kahapon
1g madaling araw, _

Dead-on-the-spot ang biktimang siex-Captain Noel Laceda,
40, dating nakatalaga sa Headquarters Battalion ng Philippine 7
iArnmy atnaniniraban sa Building 3 #106 MBB Condominitim;:
. Brgy.-Ususan nang nassbing lungsed, nagtamo ito ng ilang:
Lihima rig bala sa ibatdbang: bahag: ng katawan buhat sa. hmd] i
. pa-batid na kalibre ng baril. g
.3 - Nagsasagawa pang follow-up ang pul:sya para sa p:zgkaka—_
¢ Kilanlan ng mga suspect. Sa Inisyal na ulat pa natanggap ni
Police Chief Supt. Tonias Apolinario Jr., Director ng Southern| !
' Police District (SPD), naganap ang insidente ala-1:40 kahapon~
g madaling araw sa Pumping Station ng Brgy. Wawa, Taguig, |
- City. Kasalukuyang nakatayo ang biktima sa naturang lugaf; !
Ufang biglang dumating ang isang motorsiklong waiang plaka I
*na magkaangkas ang dalawang kalalakihan :
Ayon sa Taguig City Police, sangkot umano ang nasawmg |
 biktima sa holdapan at pagbebenta ng ipinagbabawal na ga- 1
:

tpot Patuloy pa ring iniimbestigahan ang naturang insidente.-
ror‘detk Bonilla-

1
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3 mnag na sunaaio, tigtas ng b hay:

- Paz, Columbic, Sulten Kudarat, .
“ "2 Sa panig naman ni AFP-Pub-:
lic Affairs Office; (P{»\O) Chief

Ihgtas HEE ng bubay!

“-Ito ang mariing| direktiba -

ni Armed Foices of the Philip-
pines(AFP) Chief of Staff Gen.
- BduatdoAfio sa tropgng militar
| upang agatang magsagawa ng
scdch and rescus opprations sa
" fatlo’'pang bihag fia jundalo ng
mgd rebeldeng New: People’s

Army (NPA) sa Iaihwigan ng
+ Sutigao del Norte at Sultan

: Kudarat

. Sinabi ni Afio. n; figayong.

: 1pmat1gii na ni Pangulong Ro-
Cdrigo Duterte anp [unilateral
ceasefire sa hanay ng CPP-
NPA:NDFE ay. maari na silang

vacpa.amy2012@gmall.coit - Tef 'ri,b. (()2} 8459555 Locak 5285 5706 ]

|
Pahina.
|

i

magsagawa g rescie operas:’
tions upang buhay na ma-rescue’
ang mga hiliag nilang tauhan,

“ Kabilang sa mga larget ng
rescue mission-ay sina Plc
Erwin Salan, miyembro ng
Army’s 30th Infantry Battalion
(1B} nakinidnap ng mga rebefde
sa Brgy. Budlingan, Alegria,
Surigao del Norte noong Enero
29 ng taong ito.

Ang dalawa pa na binihag

naman nitong Pebrero 2 ay sina .

Sgt.-Solaiman Calocop at Pfe

.Samuel Garay; pawang ng 39th

Infantry Battation ng Phil . Army
na biniltig naman sa Brgy. dela

I

|
|
if

Col. Edgard Arevalo ang nasa-

' bmg mga sundalo ay’hmch mga’

*prisoners of war * fulad fig ipi-.
nangmgaimtdakanngNPArebels_
dahifan kinidnap ang fnga ito.

“We are goingito rescue'.

them, We can now do that unlike
dati nung mayesong oRgomg na
unilateral ceasefire deciarat:on

ang gobyerne ay,may. SHSpen-;
-sion of military opetatiofis; we
can now conduet conibat opeta- ©

tions against them 1yon pa sa

opisyal.

Z
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! rityemiliro ng h
: Armiy | (PA) na
i sangkot uinaio] s

‘ipinaghabawdl “Ha’
nang- pagbabarilin ng
mga hindi pa naikilalang
riding in tandem kahapon
-ng madalingjaraw sa
Taguig City.
Sanhi ng mga tina-
mong fama ng hindi pa
mabatid nakalilire ng baril
sa iba’t ibang bahagi ng
katawan ay nan atay nooa
din sa pinangyarthan ng
insidente ang biktimang
81 Capt. Noe] Laceda,
40-anyos at dating nakata-
laga sa HHSBN ng Philip-
! pine Army at naninirahan
Dy s i

dApan vt - pagh ”enta ng'__.

st

gl { etz UNA SA BALITA [ L

ST

v .
1@}5

Pahina. 2

sa Building 3 No. 106
MRB Coadominium, Ba-
rangay Ususan nang nasa-
‘bing funigsod. - :
“Bdse “ga isintimiteng
report ai Youthern Police
District {SPD) Director
Chief Supt. Tomas Apo-
linario, dakong ala-1:40
ng madaling-araw nang
maganap ang insidente sa
Pumping Station Barap-
gay Wawa Taguig City.
lL.umalabas sa isi-
nagawang iinbestigasyon
ng Taguig City Police na
kasalukuyan nakatayo
ang biktima sa nasabing
lugarnang biglang sumul-
potang apat na armadong
kalalakiban na lulan ng
dalawang motorsiklo na

wa]ang plaka at sabay na
pinagbabaril ang datmg
oplsyal ng Ammy. !

Nangdugumlgbumag i
sifk ga kalsada ang’biliis

‘i 4y inabilis na tumalas)

ang imga salarin sa hindf
mabatid na direksyon
palayo sa pmangyanhan.
ng insidente. !
Sa panayam kay Chief
Supl. Apolinario, base s4
kanyang natanggap na re-
post, nasiCapt. Lacedaay
sangkol uinano sa pang
lioholdap sa lungsod ng
Taguig at bukod pa ditg
ay isang drug pusher.
Nabatid pa din ai Apo®
linario na nasa drug watch

list ng pulisya ang iasal

wing si Laceda. (ARico)

|

b

)

! .
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SCANT COMFORT Not even the presence of President Duterte at the wake of slain soldier

2nd Lt. Miguel Victo Alejo in Panacan, Davao City, can stem the grief of his !parents Nelia

and Norman Alejo. ~MALACANANG PHOTO

I
7
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¢ o PRATEA A 3 & i
Norman and Nelia Alejo grieve at the walke of their son 2nd Lt. Miguel Victor Alejd, who was kiiled
in an encounter with. comnjunist rebels in Davao Oriental on Feb.1. President Duterte visited the
wake at the St Petet’s Chapel in Panacan, Davao Cit‘y'th'e'_'othgr'night.-*- CEERR

2l
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Joy
other ofsecond Lieutepaiit
iguel Victor Alejo who was':
kilted in an encounter with E, -

- Oriental fast February 15 Th
Presirlent visited i
K

9.2
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he Nahonai Democratic
it (NDF) remiains hopeful‘

: H{
“continue”despite Presideni’
: Duterte’s decisiori to stuttle”

the goverfiment’s tinilateral

ceaseﬁre with communist reh—
els,’

" NDF chief peace negohator

Fidel Agcaoili said they are

also looking forward to the ap-

‘proval'of ﬂ% “comprehensive!

-'agreements on 50¢io-ecolion:

i pohﬁcal and constitutional

reforms” by both peace panels!

.before the end of the year.

- Agcaoili stressed the two
part]es, could “talk while fight-
ing,” citing their experience
durmg the t1me of former

Turn 1o Page 8 :

Talk From Page 8

- *The NDEP has already pro-
posed as early as October 2016
* that the release and amnesty of
all pohtical prisoners can core
after the signing of the CASER
(Comprehensive Agreement
on Socio-economic Reforms)
without prejudice to the early
release of those who are sick,
elderly, long-term detainees,
wormen and innocent civilians
on humanitarian grounds,”

: ilk From Page 1

3 tFldel Ramos .'

the prerogative to lift its

unilatdrally issued ceasefire.
Agcpoili added they are also

hoping that the government
and the Communist Party of

1| the Philippinies-New People’s
Army {CPP-NPA) will jointly

create a federal system of gov-
erpurient to achieve a just and
| lasting peace.

The| NDF is the umbrella

orgam' zation representing the

CPP-NPA in the peace talks
; with the government.

The|CPP-NPA-NDF and the |
government had separately .
declarpd a ceasefire as they
resuimpd peace talks,

Duterte earlier terminated
the gavernment’s unilateral
ceaseflre in response to the
NPA's{lifting of its own cease-
fire it declared in August-last
year.

Agcgoili said.

“1t behooves the GRP to
requfire its prosecutors not
to allow the (military) and
{polire) to dictate the charges
to b filed with their planted
evidence and false wilnesses
against alleged or suspec{ed
political offenders,” Agcaoili
added.
militant group said
Dutérte’s lifling of the cease-
fire made no difference since
the military had always been
opetating in the countryside.

said the government -

Agcaoili maintained the

NPA’s scuttling of its mtemm '
- .ceasefire had basis. -
Even while the police and_..g_
.. mﬂltary operations, agaihst . fi
tlie ‘rebels were: susperided,
the government still allowed ‘i
security forces to encroach; o

areas occupied by the NPAj

“The extrajudicial kﬂlmgé Of :

leaders and members of péa

.ant grouips.and mchgen

peoples have also gone ontin: «

abated with four being killed”

in January alone and another -
one just today,” Agcaoili said
in astatement to GMA-7 News.
Agcaoili said the NPA has
strictly maintained its own
unilateral ceasefire and EfJFV k
extraordinary measures.to:
avoid encounters with the
military’ while remaiting|on .
active deferise mode. l
Agcaoili also pointed but

the government has the obh,ga— :

tion under the Comprehen51ve
Agreement on Respect for Hir-

man Rights and Internat;onal'
Humanilarian Law to _1elease_ ;

The Pambansang Lakas ng
Kitusang Mamamalakaya ng

Pilipinas (Pamalakaya érlso '

accused Armed Forces of ithe
Philippines (AFP) chief Ger.

Eduardo Afio and Defense’
Secretary Declfin Lorenzana

of sabotaging the peace talks
with the communist rebels.
The militant group accused
Afio and Lorenzana of allow- '
ing the mﬂi['ny to continue
its operations in rural afeas
during the government’s
ceasefire.

')7.

aII pohtlcal pnsoners .
- It'was.one of thé mam
eason_s the_;’CPP NPA NDF

““Soine of these %oh cal ptis-
‘onets have languished injail for
mote than 10 years without con-'

. VlCl'lOl‘I, in violation of the fight

“tospeedy triatas prowded forin:
ihe Constitittion,” Agcacili said. -
" He said 14 of the. pohtical
prlsoners have died i1 prison,
13 of them during the Aquino
“administration and another
under Duterte.
- Agcaoili claimed some
well—meanmg military and
-police officers” have admitted
‘knowing that many " pohttcal
prisoners are innocent civil-

" ianis who happened to be in the

vicinity of armed encounters,
or ordinary activists used as
“scapegoats to compensate
for failed military and police

mlssmns .
o . Turn to Page-12_

, Pamalakaya said the troops
inthe field ignored Duterte and
taolk orders only from Afic and
Lorenzana in their continuing

- operations affecting farmers

and fisherfolk in rural areas.
“We are always in suppott
of the peace negotiations, nol
only to end the decades-old
dvil war, but also to attain a
genuine development for the
benefit of the Filipino people,”
Pamalakaya chairman Fer-
nando Hicap said. - Ding
Cervantes, Ghio Ong
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Duterte fa:!ed - g
tooehveron
promise - NPA

_ I’RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte s failure |
16 keep Ins promise (o free detained
rebels was the-reason: fot the com-
‘munist: New Peoples Army's {NPA) _
decision to Iift its ceasefire with | !

the Philippine goverriment, a rebel | , : O
spokestnan said. Eoprocess. by also tackling the other  also called for the continuation o

“Ka Ferdie” of the g_ebe;s Front 73 | sithstantive agenda on political — of peace t!alks between the two

‘Main Regional Guerilla Unit based { |

and constitutional reformsand the  parties.
‘in South Cotabato deniled that the | end of hostitities and disposition Rocamara said the absence of
Comnittnist Party of the Philippines

of forces, can continue eveninthe  peace “has been a deterrent (v
{CPP) and the NPA lacked sincerity in

absence of a ceasefire,” Zarate said.  gelting long-term investments
the peace negotiations, . - The lawmaker recalled the 12 and creati{:g gainful emploviment
“The CPP-NPA withdrew our stand major agreements forged by both  which further feeds into great
“to go oti-with the unilatéral ceasefire . pariies during the term of former  poverg:” |
.bgcause we- assumed that Presidént president Fidel Ramos, which in- “Let's give peace a chance, put
- Ditterteds iincertain.over his commit- cludes the Comprchiensive Agree-  in place confidence re-building
 mento release the political prisonérs- ment on the Respect for Human  measures and think deeply about
‘while holding the peace negotia- Rights and hinernadenal Huomani. acenpiable negotiating poinis
tions,” Ka Ferdie said in a phone in- tarian Law. that can he brought to the table”
terview, speaking in Filipino. Larate also calied onthe govern- Rocamora said in a statement. :
- Duterte lifted the government's mend and the National Democratic On Friday, Duterte lified the i
own ceasefire declaration on Friday Hont of the hilippines {NDFPYL government's unilateral ceasefire
and vowed not to give in to-the rebels’ the CPPs armed wing. to proceed  with rebels, two davs after the
demand w1thout a bilaterai ceaseﬁre with seheduled tatke on Februare  announcement of the NPA that it
~deal, ey . 22 i the Netherfands. wouled terhinate #s own ouce on

Represesmtwe Caflos Zalate of the

militant Bayan Muna partylist said
Satutday both parties should expedite
talks and address the rcots of armed

conlict.

ina statement, Zaraie, vice chair-
man of the House Committee on

“[This i) Lo diseuss the dssue
of ceasetite and the release of
political detainees, particularly
the sickly and the elderbe,” the
Jawmaker said.

e abserce of a ceasefive should

1o be ad ien as qmnnl the agenis of

“the state for a 1encwed wohnon ol

February I

[’utcnc ordered the Armed
Forees of the Philippines to pre-
pare for a fAight with rebels

Duterte first declared the unilat-

eral (_'CES({flll'(:‘ with the communist
rehiels on July 25, 2016, daring his
first State of the Natlon Address.

Peace, Reconciliation and Unity, )
called on both parties to craft an human rights.” he added. 1 JERRY ADLAW AND

'agreememonsocioeconomicrefonns, Siquiiw Rep. Ramon Rocamera ] LLANESCAT. PANTI IO Tt e e :j._- FRE TR TR S Sl RTE
which he described as “the most cru- ' : S S Ce S PR S SRR
cial part” of the peace process. - i

“The agreed acceleration of the |

NPA A2
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-other off,

OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIES

their earligr announcement that
- thoy would frecail ceasefrre oniy by
1 Pabraary 107 '

Presidéit Redrigo Duterte
declared thg lifting of the tnilaterak
ceasefire Wwith the CPP-NPA last
Friday, even as he called on the
Armed Fofees of the Philippines
(AFP) to “be ready to fight.”

_“Peace|With the communists
cannot He achieved in our
,” the Commander-in-

ists... Let's finish each
he stressed.
ough forees

AFP chiéfof staff Gen. Eduardo

Afio, for hiy part, said the military
has suffici 'nt forces to meet rebel
groups in astern Mindanao,

“We haiyé enough forces, We will
agsess everything before we make
any troop movement or any
adjustment,” he said when asked

whether there is a need for mum&c-egmi(s,

the 1ifting ‘of -the government.
caasefive amid the unprovoked NPA-

_ week.

forces after Mr, Duterte crdered:

atacks which left six troops dead
and three others abducted this

Afio tioted lis has besit” i
contact with all military
commanders in Bastern Mindanao
and that all of them are now awatre
of what they need to do.

“They know atready what to
do beeause when we {had) our
command conference early last

month, (part of the) contingency !
planning is what the military|
would do in case peace!|
negotiations fail or should the!
NPA decide to withdraw their
ceasefire,” he sald.

Afio placed the number of NPA
combatants in the entire country
gt 8,700, half of whom are
operating in Eastern Mindanao,

He said this is the reason the
AFP is focusing on community

development programs in lhe
countryside, especially those with|

02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

indigenous peoples, so that the!
rebels would be denied additional

rd.
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AP gets set to rescue 3 soldiers awueteqﬂ.iby%remis _

: THE Asmied Forcesof the- -
.Philippinesis girding for.
_ 1. Sultan Kudarat: - @0
‘diers’ abducted by thef:
‘New Pedple’s Arfiyys

"the reséueé. of three sol:

" (NPA) the day after they

threatened to terminate]
: the unilateral ceasefire.{"

According to AFP
Chief of Staff General Bd-
uarde Ano, with the[ifting
of the government cease-

e, the military can now

n the rescue of three

I

|

‘soldiers abducted in

i Surigac del. Norte and.. v

Ano explamed that as
fongastheunilateral cease- |
fire called by the govern-

-~ mentwasinplacethe AFP

could not conduct rescue
operations.

“Before, (the unilateral
ceasefire) prevented us
from conducting rescue
operations. Now we plan
to conduct operations,”

2L

-Ano sald :

- For his part, AFP Pub-..,,
Yic. Affatrs Office (PAOY;
-chief Colosiel Edgard™

Arevalo clarified that the
threesoldierswerenotpris-
oners of war contraty to

the claim of the rebels be- -

cause they are simply vic-
tims of kidnapping.
"Werefusetocall them
pr]soners of warkasthindi
namansila belligerent. Sila
ay mga victims of kidnap- -

“ping,” Arevalo said,

roang ohgoing na unilat-
eral ceagefite declaration,
anggobyerno ay may sus-
penswnofnuhtaryopera—
. We cant now con-
duft combat operations
against them,” Arevalo
said,
EZaida delos Reyes-

!

IWearegding torescue.
ther. We can now do that:
nlike -dati’ nting’ may-
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? resume offensive.vs NPA
o

Ceds oo BY Alfred Dalizon 7
- SECURITY troops are back 9n the offensive against
the leftist insuigents who hhve been on a rampage
- over the past féw days and ift the wake of President
- Duiterte's grdei-ehding the:phiflateral ceasefire the
- goverhmént déclired fast ydar. = -
.. "Weshallabide by the Pres ent’sorderoferiding the

Lot Hoping that the peace talks can 56 s the PNP
: aRas4 " .
‘Saidpoiiceai:fosstheéotmtryw.ez‘eéi'déredtﬁtemainnn: L . . R : R RN D PRI DD R
alerf 24/7 and bE on gual‘d agaihst pUSSibIE NPA . N s FO — . e e e e E {
attacks. The PNP and the AFP earlierthis week sald they
: will remaify on’a defehbive stance and won'tihitiate
offensive against the NPA in the wakeafthemoveof the
CPP/ND o terminate the urilateral ceasefire it dectared
o [ .

- headed by Director General Ronald 'Bato M. del

; unilateral ceasefike Itis ufifortjinate that the gainsofthe  jact year, U A o

- last’® moriths would come to halt because the CPP/ | e PNP chitefsaid that with the goverixméntha;ing:

. NP. Aagainrespl:‘teélfo&m tseq v_u':iencegmi_ﬁmgamm - ended its unilateral ceasfive, alt PNE units have been

i .}E%ag:;ﬂ";ﬁ?w Aterests,” said - AFP aleited o remain vigilant and to mdintdin 4 high state ;
'Bduardo A, o 3 1 HA

foperationdlreadiness to respond toliostile dctions by.

" "The lastd days were disdainful and disturbin

o aays : E smestic threat .
. While Fidet Ageaoili was asstrin the publicthrough - PP ey BTOUPS

il I ring the pt b PNI’spokesﬁamSerﬁorSuperir;teﬁdéﬁtDibﬁaido B.

- media that NDF/CPP/NPA wi Vcofttinue the uni- * Carlos said PNP units will be of alert for possible
 lateral ceasefire, the CPP/NPA werk attatking our” | movementof atmied CPP/NPA méinbers whowilttake
. soldiers who were doing co munity support and -~ agvantage of the situation to regroup and to engage in

developrient woiks that resulted in the death of - yinlawful activities. N T
L 2Lt :I.\"h%liEI Victor Alejo and 5 soldiers Amostly =" Citlos said that the PNP's Hotrial law enforcement
.. unarmed) and the abduction of Pfe Salattand 2. operation will also continue and shall be implemented
: -Ot_hff soldiers. . CIICTI o - without prejudice to actons aimed ‘&t prote¢ting the
.- "Andlong before that, the NPA had killed CAFGUs peopleand the communities, as well s PNF troons and,
+ and innocentciviliahsand burded equipmentand vehi- nstallations against insurgent or terrorist attacks,
- clés. We welcoine the pronourjcement of the ?_rgszdenf: Gen, de ja Rosa said that as such, normal police
because thEAFPhQStD doifs [ andate of protecting the functignsuchasserviceofwarrantso--arrest,dleckpomt
- people, securing the community and taking care of our operations and other routine secuirity operations will

own soldiers too. We will go fter the NPA to prevent  continue without let-up. I R :
_ therp from cendi_m%ing atrocitigs and criminal activities Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzi maintained that
" against the public,” the AFP chiel said. the military wifl continue to “maintain peace and order

“And we will hit them hatdl! Be that as it may, rest

.assured thatthe AFP will conti
- talks with the NDF tofind a pefranent peaceful sofution
. %0 this 4 decades-long conflict. We hear the people’s
~ clamor for peace and are willirlg to work hard to attain
. itbutitisunfortunate that the CPP /NPA /NDF chooses
to play deaf,” he said.

e o supportihe peace.

A7

and run after fawless elements whoever they are.” . . -
- "We donot recognize any araas tifider NPA eontrol
norarethey alloweo% toroam around with their firearms

intimidating people,” hesaid whileaccusing the NPA of

viclating its own truce by staging attacks and commit-

ting extortion in the countryside despite thelr declared

ceasefire, .
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BOTH the government|
and ‘the communists|
have not given up
quest for peace.

. "Despitethe untenable
‘circimstanceés on the
~ground, the peace ‘talks

. hive et been scitt
| ted " Presidetitial Spok
! petsc 1o Abélla sai

* in a statement. “The roat!

to pedce is not an easy|

journey.”’ .- .

" The statement added
that"thongh  some
progress had been made

durihg the third round of |

peacetalksin Rome, there
apparently was . “some

By Efreli_Montand,f

on the| -

" dent leaders negotiating
atthetableand their fore-
" es on the ground.”
Malacafiang warned:
- “It would be deeply re-
* grettable that the other-
wise positive develop-
., ménts now,
@ et aside.” <

“the ceasefire Friday, two
daysafter the Commmunist
~Party of the Philippines-
New People’s Army an-
nounced itsdecision toend
its unilatéral veasefire be-
ginning February 10, and
cafter several attacks by
communist rebels against

i
i

T e R T A I ey g 1 ey DR
S

At i
A e

disconnectbetween dissi- -

might__have to.

- PlesidentRodrigd D
terteannoiinced theend of

!

Pa

ge. _\.3

1

» leasthinegoldiets. g
National Democratic

Front (NDF} senior ad-
viser Luis Jalandoni had

also said that negotia-’
tions between the com-

i the “Philippitie ‘govert
winent - would - continie

for another tound of ne-
gotiations in April.

peace panel chair, voiced
the same optimism. “The
NDFP’ remains hopeful
that the peace talks will

" Procesd on track and thab
“pedple,” he added.

~ the comprehensiveagree-

24

- security forces which re-
- sttlted in the deaths of at

h
il |
_ fednding by the NDFP

and the GRP (Govern-
Fitlel Apcaoili, NDFP

with panels set to meet

|
i
|
|
t
i
|
i

ments onsociv-economic,
political and constitution-

... alfeformsciurently being

negotidted willbe deerned
ready forapprovalbyboth
Patels by end-2017, and
-s00n after by the princi-

_pals,”. Agcaoili said in &
cmunist insyurgents and - stakerant e

i
efforts'oh both sides”
1. lead to the co-

i

mient of the Republic of
the Phillippinés) of the
Pederal Republic of the
Philippines and the
achieverient of just and
laBting-peace for ‘Bug-

1

|
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: P
{ ot an easy journey.”

1 yesterday pointing dut it is
net yet closing altogether its
doors io the peace talks
[ with the Reds despite the
government’s lifting of its
| unilateral ceasefire with
communist insurgents.
“Despite the tntenable
! circumstances .on the
¢ ground; ‘the peace talks
have not yet been scuttled,”
Presidential Spokesperson
Ernesto Abella gaid in 2
statement.
© The statement added
that though some progress
had béen made during the

third round of peace talks ..

in Rome; there apparently
wias - “gome’ discorinect be-
“tween- dissident -ieaders
‘negotiating at the table and
their forces on the ground.”

Malacafiang warned: “It
would be deeply regretta-
ble that the otherwise pos-
itive developments now
. might have to be 8t aside.”

Itwill be réealled that
President Rodrige Duterte :
rannounced - the ‘end -of the

-ceasfire i Friday {Feb.- 3) 7 bf just and lasting peace for

4wo days after the Commu-
 nist Party of the Philippines-
New People’s Army an-
nounced its decision to end
ftg unilateral ceasefire be-
ginning Feb 10, and after
several attacks by commu-
nist rebels against security
forces which resulted in the
deaths of at least nine sol-

diers.
. Nationa] Democratic

Malacafiang - said this 7

tions in April.’
Meanwhile, the NDEP
is still hopeful that peace
gepotiations will continue
despite President Rodrigo
Duterte's decision to lift the
government’s unilateral
deasefire with communist

insurgents.

“The NDFP remains
hopefid that the peace talks
Will proceed on track and that
the comprehensive agree-
ments on socio-econemic, po-
litical and constitutional re-

+forms currently being negoti-
ated will be deetned ready -
Jor approval by both Panels

by end-2017, and seon after
by the principals,” Fidel Ag-
aoili, NDFP peace panel
thair, said in a statement.
“We continue to hope
that efforts on both sides

by the NDFP and the GRP

+{Government of the Repub- :
lic of the Phillippines) of the

[federal Republic of the Phil-

“ippines aind the achievement -

yur people,” he added,

Apgcaoili’s statement
came afler Duterte an-
hounced his decigion jn re-
sponse to the CPP-NPA-
NDFP {ermination of inter-
m unilateral ceasefire it
Heclared August last year,
Agcaoili eatlier said that

: the two parties could “talk
while fighting,” eiting their

pxperience during the time

Wwill lead 1o the co-founding -

of former President Fidel

mos.
The NDFP chair said
the government has the
rerogative to 1§ its uni-
ateraily tssued Suspension
of Offensive Military Oper-
ationg (SOMU) and Suspen-
gion of Offensive Police
Operations (S0OPO).
Agcaoilt said that while
the SOMO and S0PO were
suppesedly effective, the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP), Philippine

National Police (PNP), and

paramilitary forcés “en-
croached on communities
and ‘octiipied- schools, day-
care cenlers and other pub-
lic places” and even “con-
dueted harassment and ran-
dom inlerrogation of resi-
dents suspected of having
relatives in the NPA or sus-
pected of supporting the
revolutionary movement,
imposed food blockades, and
generally sowed fear and
terror among the people.”
“The extrazjudicial kill-
ingg of leaders and mem-

Agcad .
bers of peasant groups and
indigenous peoples have
also gohe on unabated with
four being killed in Jamu-

ary alone and anether one |

just today,” he sald "

“Despite all of the alteged
actiong of the rhilitary fore-
es, Ageaoili sald that the
NPA hbs strietly maintained
its owy unilateral ceasefire
and took extraordinary
measures to avoid encoun-

.ters with AFP troops, while

temairing on active defense.

P mainkaing that

- ¢hig: isga- matter.of justice ..

and ‘obligation:under .the
CARHRIHL (Comprehen-
sive Afreement on Respect
for Fiyman Rights and In-
ternational Humanitarian
Law,”{Agcaoili aaid.

he CPP-NPA-NDFP
has terminated the unilater-
al ceapefire it declared in
Aupust 2016 because of the
Duterte administration's fail-
ure tolfullfill #te promize fo

0y the relegge and aro-
B political prigbnets,

29

release afl political prisoners.

E
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statiis ang puwersalng Armed
Forces of the PHilippinés
' {AFP) at Philipping National
" Police (PNP) kaugday ng po-
Usible ‘pang - pagpapatindi ng
' meal pig-atake ng thea bago-
-lenteng ‘aktibidadel ng mga
. rebeldeng New Peoglle’s Army -
' (NPA)-sa mga balwarie nitong
 teritoryo sa bansa. -
. “We have aldrted our
- troops on the groqnd , we
are in contact with|our fiefd
- commanders speciaily our uni-
fied commanders if Eastern -
Mindanao Region, it's part
iof-ourscontingendy pian”, -
“ani-AFP Chief of
~Bduardo Afio dahilap:natirito

ang'halos 50 % ng piwersatig
PArebels:. .-
Safalaiig AR

NPA rebels kung §uan ka-

kanilang tiopa at kasunod hg
pagbawi ng unilateral cease-
fire ay muling umarangkads
ang opensiba laban sa NPA

. tebels. Sa kabila nito, iginiit ni

Padilla na nanatiling bukas sila
sa usapang paingkapayapaan,
Kaugnay nite, isalerto na

rin ni PNP Chief P/Director.,
General Ronald ‘Bato'dels
Rosa ang mga himpilaii ng
pulisya lalo na sa mga kana-

n

yon s
Chief oftStaff ay.nasa 3,700
pa ang kabuuang piiwersa ng

2

Pahina,

S Sa panigineman a-
‘tional Capital:Reégion Police
“Office (NCRPO)Chier p/

lahati nito ay nasa Eastern .
. Mindanao. _ L
.7 Ayon kay AFP Spokesma
- Brig? Gen.: Restitits :Padilk
- nasd-leighiened alert fin ang”

Director Oscar Albayalde,
in niya sa “high sEcHrity
hreat” ang Metrd Manils
matapos samang matiidikan

> sinabl nito na isi_ﬁjilalim g

sang unilateral ceaFefire‘ s&

« komunistang giupo: o

" We are in full alert sta-
tus. The threat alertiin Metro
Manila is still high, we have
maintain the high|security
threat level withih Metro
Mapila is still high, o we

Jmaintain high secufity level

within Metro Manjia“; pa-

‘hayag pa ni Albayalde.-foy
Cantos - =

S PO

E
i
!
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inally, Rody has finally awakened toithe
fact thit it s of ho use dealing with|the :
smpaunists, no matter how hard he
Ctried dll this time, freeing sore impriso hed:
* cominunist leaders, and giving in to sgme
" demands of the Communist Party of jthe
" Philippines (CPP), its political arm, |the
. National Demoeratic Front (NDF) and the New ik ;
. .People’s Arimy: (NPA}, to the point of éven
giving ‘known above. ground communists
- Cabinet pbs’it‘u‘ms in his governtnent, .
-:'The cynios were proven right again, jand
the optxmists Wrong.: :
-+ And the eynics knew better becausd the 10 a deadlitie i gave M. Dubarte
CPP NDF-NPA lgadersh;ps going by past * The way cynics sea it, the corhiles neve
history, were never sincere and were only  were sineere in forging aﬁything with thi
'_playmg ‘the government to get more . government, whether a ceasefite of a'pede
COLICeRSIoNS. from the administrations,’ f)ast pact. All they wanted was to gef ths Pfqﬁdeﬁ_ :
: ;and present.:, . torelease the 430 communist prisonérs everi
" These commies always clairh that they 'a;ill;' " before 3 peace pact of & pefmianent. ae%safir
'_a peace: pact,-but-all. they want is to get ~ is agreed hetweaen the pai‘tieﬂ.
© povsrinent Lo give in to their demands; the  demanded this because theitplan wag'
latest of which was for Rody to free all430  these cormies back and strengthfl thelf _
communist prisoners from jail, through an  to continue with their useless armegi bti‘ugﬁleq
is inked Already the President, to $hoW, gobdwﬂl
- betwesnithe two negotiating parties, The CCP-  and sincerity, sought the releasé i
~'NDF algo demanded that they be stritken  of the communist movernglit 164" :
off the'US list of terrorists, which has been  Tiamzon couple, who, before thelr ca) tﬁra,;.
led the NPA. They wete released ont aii oi:
’i‘he Presxdent I‘ﬂday announced th the condition that they are to Pitufn to th

peasefire with communist rebels, With the ceasefire agreenient betwdisd (;he_

tcge
j iﬁthe rriaking, Whatxsltthattheywaht‘q

“Anothef 50 yedrs? That there is no end ¢
- Ad8?Well, f thiete 18 io end to this, go abéa
- With gfother 50 years. But let it not be apt
that [:did tist try," Duterte sald. g

' the peace talks as dead as aii
ore free mps bo-Rome and freé]

ey may have a sanu;uary cout ry

Nethierlarids, but they can lo lo%gsf
iy of their. demands met by he*

avertiment. And it may not beto

tmﬁ @Teré the military antl even the police]

mii; to-tid thie towns of Reds where'the]

i'%f& rebels operate’and are present, wit

&xtortion activities, plus murdersiﬂl

fidrs and tivilians. : i
A3

Dutsite sald, peace with the R«e,dd

{slﬂu’é ossible in'this generation, and dnd

-,‘,jn the next generation, since amwall
§ive. against these red insur gents b}}
ity Will succeed. - A
Baitd in 4 speech deliveted; uj
_'Cétabato that Hie wanted actieve paac
GCP, strossing that “It (the Hed
'has-been goitig on for almost 54

561 guéss pedce with the commurtistd

aﬁnot be teslized during our generatum|

s from now. I dofi't want kﬂimgf'

o “But if such occurs, and our soldiersar

. May}
has lifted the government's unliateral  Philippines from Europeinsixmonthstlme. Lk oéﬁur,f‘ 6 satd, adding é

“I decided to orderthe lifting of the ceasefire.  two negotiating partners now no lotgetli

. 1 called General Afio and sald, ' have aleady  effect with their lifting their re&péﬂtivé_i‘
ordered the Lifting of the ceasefire. Tohight  ceasefires, and with the peace talksealled |
{Friday) there is no more ceasefire,” Duterte  off, anyone can bet his hottoit peﬁb that
said in a speech in North Cotabato. those commie leaders who were releasad by
The announcement came after the|CCP-  the courts on bail, will definitely o ihtohlding )

NPA announced their decision to terminate  and won't ever come back volurtauly to prison,
thelr unfiateral ceasefire beginning Februaty The good times for these cornifiies dbroad “ -

|

| 7l

i
E
|
i
E

Bbing kiliéd by the commiunists, let's resum
the flehting. Anytifne.” 1
'It's titie to stop believing that thesg
fittiites are ver going to embrace pegc
because all they wan is to hold the reing o
govemment power forever, which they ca
fiver hiavé through democratic elections;
3 }mi that is the unvarnished truth,

t
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|
4 fl’age.\w?

|
i
i

‘noong .80s * upang] ipahayag
-ang kanyang pagkadismaya sa

-ceasefire * nitong - Biyernes ng
“hapot sa North Cotabato. :

“T'did my best, But my bés't"'
justwasn't good enough,” sambit -

ng Pangulo, .

Sa katunayan, ginawa niya
iang kanyang ‘makakaya upang.
meahikayat ang Communist Par

. Army-National ..

g limang nakahpas
na’ presidente,

{'mgd nangungunang
; CPPuNPA-NDF sa Malacafiang -

| nagawa - ng mga | nagdaang | i
| administrasyon.

Kaya, para sa isaig Pangulo,
ang pagtanggi na |alisin ang
i unilatetal ceasefire pa inihayag
it ni NPA Spokesperson Jorge “Ka
§| Oris” Madlos, dalawdng araw na
i} ang nakalilipas, ay patunay na
5| huling baraha.
{ Ganito rin marahil ang
{] nararamdaman ng | Philippine
o Governiment (GRFP} Peace Panel
negohators sa pagkukumbinse sa
| NDF sa pamamagita ng tatlong
{ round ng formal pegce talks sa
1 Oslo, Norway at nitohg Enero sa
| Rome, ltaly.

Mismong si Duterte ang
nanligaw nang ipag-iutos niya
| na palayain ang 21 s¢nior officer
para sa unang rounf ng peace
talks noong Agosto.

- lsinagawa ang upang round
hg pag-liusap sa isang

B e e e e

;%:.
53

OFFICE OF

of the Philippines-New People’s -

&l Teader g "

20186, sinabi.  ni

, g

' naibulalas'ni Special Erivoy for

~ the Philippine Peace :Process -

ng . Elisabeth - Slattum ng ' Royal ...
: Norwegxan Goverriment ° (RNG)

© ha, “Are you teally fighting?”

Gayurimar, sa mga sumunod

: - ha founid; nang maptinta ang
kanyang pagbawi s3 unilateral

usapari.sa isang kumplikadong

paksa, gaya . ng - pagpapalaya

“mga - political - prisoner,
naging masalimuot na ang mga
pangyayari.

Sa pag-uusap noong Oktubre

rig- nakardang taon, sinimulan
" na. pag-usapan ang ideya ng,
&y - jointly-declared ceasefire, ngunit
_ipinagpilitan, ng. NDF na nais
nilibi: nilarnig mapalaya ang 392 .

olitical prisoner. s

ang  magandang ‘pamasko
igulorig Duterte ‘sd “mga

makauwi ang -mnga bilanggong
tebelde at makapiling ang kani-

“kanilang pamilya.
Palace, isang bagay ha hindi

Bago magtapos ang taong

712

48 houts” ‘
~+Na mg maayos nam&n ang'.

. ayag ng. -
d magkaroon ng ceasfire -

* walong sthdaloi Tto  atig

iliping, " habang * papayagang ~ bakbakati tia nangyarl sa pagik:

-Pangulong -

g Kany yon

54 grzipong komufista::“Show'
‘a.copy.of the agreemerit for,
a:bilateral ceasef!re, and Twill:
release, political prlsoners wﬁhm :

sxmula_ ng peace tafks at maging
F Peace Panel membet ay:
-nagsabing nagsisimula ra nilang:-
“feel” Hke+the' fiancée an '
mere!yithe suitor this tioe,” =7
. ’Parang ‘hasa - pamanhikan’
na ‘to.| Pero: siyempre, gaya ng’
mga . pamanhikan, mieron .pa
ring- kakuiangan ng hwaia sa-

napatay : ang’ isang rebelds

ng-iagkabilang -kampo- sinatila -
nang inagkaroon -ng ceasefire
noong Agosto 2016.

& At ditc iz nagtapos ang

Fahah, 1t i,
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:THE “Kapusa" medical

‘missions I've beefitoin
‘the Municipality of Akbar

onJanuiry 26 and Hadji
. Mohammad Ajul on Jan-
cary 28 and 29 in-Basi-
ian were among the
most memorable in my
recent past.
Aside from the fact
that | was going to these

once war-forn areas for

the first fime, 1 was go-
ing there with the 3rd

Scout Ranger “Excelsi- -

or’ Baltalion, a unitof the
Phifippine Army which is
traditionally a warrior
batiation out to quash
armed lawless groups in
Basilan and in other

parts of the

ountry

. The 3td Scout Ba-h-
ger Battallan, in fact,
was recently hailed as
the Best Ranger Batta-
lion of the First Scout
Ranger Regiment and of
the entire Special Ope-
tations Command of the
Philippine Army, aside

= fromithavingthe FSRR's

best battalioh comman-
der, best junior officer

Basflan constituents
were once wary of the
fangers whg they con-
sider as alopf and da-
tached. Unlike regular
battalions which utilize

28
i "*1:' v'ft?»gfg\
on

Pahina, i

~ SCOUT RANGERS PERFMM MN

- TRADITIONAL ROLES !N BASILAN

thie AFP's thiee-major ™
rifitaly staff functions of -

Intelligence, operations,

-and Civi] Military Opera- -
* long, the mission of the

SOCOM, 1o which the
Army's Scout Rangers
belong, is “to plan, con-
duct and support speclal
operations in afl opera-
tional environments,”
with the core capabifiies
of unconventional war-
fare, diract action, spe-
cial reconnaissance,
counter-terrorist opera-
tions, target interdiction
and special ight infantry
operations.

The engagements of
the 104th "Sultan® Bri-
gadein Basilan especial-
ly by its former com-
mander, Maj. Gen. Carli-

1%

fjto Giilvez, a scout’
_ger and atthe same fime
--a péace advocate th
‘I8 now commandarof
“thie Western Mindange
Command, havé slowly
gxposed the latter's fal- -
low rangers to the Badi- -
lan communities. | had -

;omed medical m:ssaor}s
in the past with General
Galvez organized by the
masons and by varlous
locat goverriment units
and have personally

witnessed how the

rangers have also slow-

ly become warrior dipl?- i

mats.

As far as | can re-
member, the rangers
started actively collabo-
rating In CMO activitias
with the Lamitan City

o Rose: Furlgay -and

- Vice ‘Mayor Roderick
:Furigay. Col. Fernando
~* ‘Reyey, the once reticant
“éommander of the 3rd

Seout Ranger Battalion,

‘would be seen during
'CMO activities standing

on one corner just look-
ing by and not truly min-
gling with people, until
the LGU officials and
staff were introduced to
him and, as they say, the
rest is history. General
Galvez and ColonetReyeg

-have since becorne adop-

ted sons of Larmitan City,
and 'm certain, pretty
soon, it would be incum-

véinterit inder Ma—_ _

bent hattakion comman-
der Lt. Elmer Suderio's -

tum to be adaopted.
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~.Basilan blast: Mayor, s

By: Julie Alipala - fringuireedotnet

Phsifippsne Dty Inguiver £ 09:07 PM February
The province of Basitan is off the

ZAMBOANGA CITY — A bomb e
Basilan shortly after getting off hig

“I just incurred minor bruises. Spli

went off underneath my car,” Tub

The mayor's escort, Cpl. Christiar]

shrapnel from couid have been an improvised explosive device, according o Senior Supt. Nickson Muksan, chief

othe the Basilan Provingial Police

But his driver, Misuari Jamisi, was

In an interview, Kalahal said he, g

Shortly after getting off his car, in

“The case is under investigation,

said.

Kalahal said, however, that he su

responsibie for the incident,

“We are pursuing them now.” Ka

Army

ONLINE NEWS
05 FEBRUARY 2017

oldier survive, but driver in critical condition

4, 2047

ip of Zamboanga Peninsula. (Image from Google Maps)

E
|

xplosion on Saturday afternoon injured Mayor Dorie Kalahal of Tuburan in

car in Sitic Sawiti in Barangay Calut in his own town.

t seconds. | just alighted from the vehicie, walked iafew steps, then something

uran, a former commander of the Moro National Lijberation Front (MNLF). said.
E
Ibaretta of the 3rd Scout Ranger Battalion, was aflso slightly injured by

DOffice. 1;

n't as lucky, as he was pronounced in oritical condition.

fong with several soldiers, had gone earlier to Sawiti to do humanitarian work
|

y heard gunishots. prompting them o returmc =77

ending to talk to villagers, the explosion took ptaoz;a.

|

no suspect yet and Mayor Kalahal's service vehicle is also damaged,” Muksan

1
1
1

|

i
spected that Abu Sayyal bandits under Abdultzh Indanan Jobel were
|

1
1

ahal said. fatm 1
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Palace notes ‘disconns

By: Nestor Corrales - Reportel
INQUIRER.nat /. 09:45 AM Febrt

Leaders of the National Democry
People's Army (NPA), amid the rg

has said.

“Apparently there is some discon
dround,” Presidential spokespers

In January, the NDF peace negof
Rame withou! 2 bilateral ceasefir

remain,

The NPA, however, announced ¢

citing President Rodrigo Duterte's

Duterte refused 1o give in to the r¢

calling on ithe Armed Forces of th

“It wouid he deeply regretiable th

said.

The Palace official. however, ass
by both sides.

"‘Despite the uhtenabie circumsia

peace is not an easy iourney,” he

in a spesch in North Cotabato on

alleged atlacks by NPA rebels.

“ have losl so many soldiers in th

he said,

|
|

v 2028, a world-ciass Army that is a source of national pride.

|

act’ between NDF, NPA amid end of ceasefire

|
| @NCoreatosiNg |
f

A R

ary 04, 2017

|
tic Front (NDF) seem, to have some disconnaction with its armed wing, the New

zhels’ termination of the unilateral ceaselire with the government, Malacafiang
[

hect between dissident leaders negotiating at the table and their forces on the

on Ermesto Abella said in a statement.

iators and the government peace panel ended thejr third round of peace talks in

> agreement. but both sides assured their separate unilateral ceasafire would
|

n February 1 the termination of their unilateral ceageﬁre effective February 10,

failure to release all political prisoners. ;

{
1

shels’ demand and lifted the ceasefire on the part bf the governmant on Friday,

e Philippines (AFP} to "be ready to fight.”

at the otherwise positive developments now might have to be set aside.” Abella

hoes on the ground, the peace talks have not yel Qeerz scuttled. The road to

i
I

said. |

Friday. Duierte said many of the government's soidiers have died due o

£
§
i
£

e pasl 48 hours, | think to continue with the ceasefire will not praduce anything,”

i
¥
t

J.

Army Gore Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the !e{nd.

35 |

|
E
é_

ured the peace tatks would continue despite the lifling of the unitateral ceasefire
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Abella said “The NPA had broken peace, ambushing soldiers ai ease some of whom had just received wages

when rebels shot and kilied them vicipusly.”

He quoted an army officer, saying the series of attacks by the NPA showed “compieﬁte disregard for their earlier

announcement that they would recall its ceasefire only by 10 February.” s

The President has ordered the AFP to "go back to your camps, clean your rifles and be ready to fight” CDG _
<‘ |

!
i
|
!

|
i
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AFP has enough troops to address NPA
ceasefire withdrawal

(philstar.com) [ Updated February 4, 2017 - 5:13pm
Fr

(AR

ey Bdimede S0 sajd Armesse Pl 2 anmancko o b

T remasEfiewith the RPA ending Bile prhesre— o

MANILA, Philippines (Philipping [Neves foeney) - Don't call in the reserves vet,

The Armed Forces of the Philippines has more than enough troops to meet rebel éroups in Eastern Mindanacg,
its chief-of-staff Gen, Eduardo Afio has said, |

|

|

1

“We have enough forces. We will assess everything before we make any troop movement or any adjustment,”
he said when asked whether thetfe is a need for more forces after President Rodribo Duterte ordered the lifting
of the government ceasefire in the wake of New People's Army attacks that feft six soldiers dead. Three others

were abducted this week.

Army Gore Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fdnd.
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Afio noted he has been in contagt with all military commanders in Eastern Mindanao and that all of them are

now aware of what they need toido. 4
|
"They know already what o do hecause when we (had) our command conference early last month, (part of

the) contingency planning is what the military would do in case peace. negatiations. fail.or.should the-NPA-
~ decide to withdraw their ceasefife," he said. ;

Ao placed the number of NPA ¢ombatants in the entire country at 3,700, half of whom are operating in
Eastern Mindanao.

He said this is the reason the ARP is focusing on community development programs in the countryside,
especially those with indigenous|peoples, so that the rebels would be denied additional recruits.

With the lifting of the government ceasefire, the AFP chief said they can now p%anithe rescue of the three
soldiers abdusted in Surigac del{Norte and Sultan Kudarat early this week. |

{

|

"Before, (the unilateral ceasefire} prevented us from conducting rescue operationsj, Now we plan to conduct
operations,” Afio said, ’

H
f
1
1
t
¢
i
|
i

i
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Briton plotted to join A

LONDON—A British supermarke
handit group.

Ryan Counsell, 28, was found gu

-Counsell had booked to fiy on Jul
stronghold of Abu Sayyaf, which

Abu Sayyaf is listed as a banned

heard.
He had bought military squipmen

Jurors heard how Counsell had s
camouflage clothing, knee ang ef

attached o the stock of a rifie "

He had a bomb-making manual 4

to join Islamic State "-—AFP

Army ¢

Philippine Daily nguire: /02:52 AM February 04, 2017

|
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|

lbu Sayyaf bandits ;

1

S

| worker was convicted on Thursday of preparing tb fight with the Abu Sayyaf

1

g
|
ity of preparing for acts of terrorism. |

y 12 last year to Zamboanga City, the closest city to Basiian island, a

has pledged allegiance to the Islamic State group.

terrorist group in Britain, the jury at Woolwich Crown Court in southeast London

(L {o "engage in combat or support an exiremist grofup." the court was told.

pent almost £900 (31,130) on "heavy-duty, mimary_;wsty?e bools, combat trousers,

how pads, a monocular scope, 1ifle magazine pouches and a cheek pad to be

1
{
[
i
|

nd documents providing "practical advice for someone wanting 1o travel to Syria
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2 civilians killed in Mapay town as ceasefire with NPA ends

By: Frinsten Lin - wringuirerdoine! ! e AR

1
H
B
sedvegrrerfed s A OB UT PN Falrramrs (R0 Z s e R
I

IS N

Two civilian have been killed singe the collapse of the ceasefire between the govermment and the NPA ended,

according to Capt. Rhyan Batchar, spokeperson of the 10th infantry Division, (Photlo from the Facebook page of

Rhyan Batchar)

TAGUM CITY — Two civilians have died as viclence ffared up again in Mindanao since Wednesday following the

f
collapse of the ceasefire that had been declared separalely by the government and communist rebels, the

Philippine Army's 10th Infantry Division said on Friday.

Over 3, 000 families have alsc been digplaced in the renewed hostilities, parﬂcu!ariy in Manay, Davao Oriental,

where New People's Army (NPA) rebeis killed a junior Army officer in an ambush. ;

—Capt: Rhyan Batchar,~10th 1D spokesperson;-identified the dead as Ruben-inidic-at-and Boy Sumambot;-who -

were shot by suspected NPA fighters as the victims were fleeing 1o Barangay Lamﬁog on the afternoon of
Wednesday. 1
Thal was aller 1sbels waylaid a joinl team of soldiers and police officers sent out to investigate the reportad

presence of armed men there. |

§

Among those killed in the ambush was 2nd Lt Victor Algjo.

The Manay municipa! government had created a crisis management committee to Address the plight of at ieast
3.286 families from six barangavk who evacuated out of fear, according to Batchar.

Army Core Purpose; Serving the people. Securing the land.
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The families came from the Lampog, De! Pilar, Capasnan, Taocanga. Cawayan, aid Rizal.

i

5
“Two residents identified as Cerilo Lumakang and Nonoy Maumpi, ail of Lambog, were also reporied missing,”

Batchar added. * B
i
| i
"AlsG on Wednesday, three Unarmed soldiers assigned with the 8th Infantry "Battaiio;n were captured and killed by
suspected NPA rebels in Malaybalay City, Bukidnon, according to Major. Ezra Balafgtey, spokesperson of the f
miiitary’s Eastern Mindanao Command. 1
| ;
The troopers were heading backito their post in Manalog village on motorcycles after getting their subsistence
atiowance from the battalion headquarters when they flagged down and abducted af[ gunpoint by NPA gunimen in
Kibalabag village, Ralagtey said. 4 . :

PR - - - 1

The bodies of the slain soidiers were found by villagers by Wednesday afternaon, With dozens of gunshot

wounds each, Jatm

1
i
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AFP: We will hit them hard e

By Edith Regalade (The Phifippine Star) |{Updated February 4, 2017 - 12:00am

S I

g gl b rrvaed g il ndpar od Sy Dorpeagereg

rn

Durterte ends fruce with Reds)|peace process in shambles

DAVAQ CITY, Philippines — The| military is preparing to let loose the dogs of war after President Duterte ended
the government's six-month ceasefire with communist rebels following attacks that left three soldiers dead this
weaek,
i

Duterie disclosed his decision in & speech vasterday, two days after New Peogple’s Army rebels announced
they would end their ceasefire effective Feb. 10, citing the government’s refusal te release 400 political
prlsoners and accus:ng the mllﬁcary of encroachtng mto rura! NPA strongho!ds |

A frustrated Duterte lamented thit he had done his best to forge an enduring agreemen% and the communists
had wasted a "golden opportunity” for peace. ,
i

i

“Last (Thursday) night, | decided to lift the ceasefire,” he told the crowd at the launchmg of a solar-powered
irrigation system in North Cotabato.

!
Duterte said the government's unilateral ceasefire would end last night as he ordeired soldiers to “clean your

rifles and be ready to fight.”
]

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said it is ready to resume offensives égainst the NPA following the
President's announcement |

“We will go after the NPA to prevent them from conducting atrocities and cnmmal actuvstles agamst the pubhc
And we wili hit them hard,” AFP chief Gen. Eduarde Afio declared. e e

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“We shall abide by the Fresiden
last six months would come {0 a
arms 1o advance their interests,’

Duterte cited the “unreasonable
that apparently caused the brea

“To continue with the ceasefire v
generation," Duterte said.

‘s order of ending the unilateral ceasefire. It is unifortunate that the gains of the
halt because the CPP-NPA agaln resorted to the use of violence and chose

he said. .
demands” of the communists regarding the releaée of more political detainses
down in peace taks.

vill not produce anything. | guess peace cannoct be realized within our

The NFA on Wednesday declared they are terminating their unilateral ceassfire after accusing the government

of failing 1o release all political prisoners and encroaching on rebel-held areas,

The Communist Party of the Phi
Aug. 28 would expire Feb. 10.

ippines (CPP) and its military arm, the NPA, said the ceasefire that began

The rebels and-the government had separately declared a ceasefire as they- resumed peace talks.

Duterta slrassad he freed rebel

eaders as a concession aimed at fostering the peace talks but added the CPP-

NPA and the Nationat Democratic Front (NDF), the umbrella group representing tbe rebels in negotiating
peace with the government, raised excessive demands that may upset the military.

" went out of my way to release
there is this demand to release «
tantamount to the granting of am

as many of their leaders to allow them to participéte in the talks in Cslo. Now
ome 400 potitical prisoners, | coutd not do that because it is already
nesty,” Duterte said.

He explained the granting of amnasty is usually allowed following the success of beaoe negotiations.

Duterte said he had to weigh the

“t do not own the Republic of {he
he said.

Duterte, a self-styled socialist wh

~CPP-NPA-NDF that had been on and off for 30 years. ) :

expert opinion of his advisers to arrive at the dedisicn.

Philippines. | do not decide alone. | consult peogle, particularly the military.”

o was swept to power in elections last year, restarted peace talks with the

The two sides separately declared ceasefires in August, and the informal arrangeé’ner&t largely held as they
continued discussions in Rome last week. g

But the CPP-NPA-NDF rejected

government overtures to sign a formal ceasefire and peace settlement this

year, warning such a pact was uplikely to be achieved before 2019. i

Duterte on Thursday criticized th
that he free hundreds of jailed rd

While the military has publicly er

= rebeis for rejecting his government's formal ceasef:re offer and for insisting
bel leaders, 1
i

dorsed the peace talks, Duterte suggested the sUpport was qualified.

"Don't push me against the wall because the military might not like it, and if the military ousts me or kills me

you'll have nobody to talk to.” Dy

Army

terte said. |
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In bad faith

Duterte lamented the rebels are

“They said they are breaking off,

talking peace with the government in bad faith.

so we'll follow. | fost six soldiers and one officer, ;That was why last night

(Thursday) | decided to break off too. | told General Afio that there will be no more ceasefire. | lifted the

ceasefire effective tonight (last 1

ight),” Duterte said. _ : ;

3
!
i

Earlier in the day, government chief peace negotiator Silvestre Bello Il deciared they are expected to sign a

bitateral ceasefire agreement an

“That t5s why on April 2-7 we will
reforms fo address the causes o

But Duterte said he was forced t
NPA against government forces

“I realized that péace with the ¢g
they have been ambushing our t

Duierte said that he realiy tried hi
my way, waiked the extra mite ju

decent person but | entered into
cannot have a peaceful generati

Duterie stressed his administrati

“I come from the Left and that the

added.

"And now they want another 50 1

not be said that t did not try hard,

“| don’t want us to kill each other

- {offensives) anytime,”-he said--

Lock and load

The AFP said they are ready to

"We will comply with the comma
Fadilia said.

“We ars saddened by the series

the momentary duration of peace

Padilla said the violence commit
government was still pushing for

Afio, for his part, noted the last f
_ peace negotiator Fidel Agcaoil;

" continue the unilateral ceasefire

Army €

d come up with the final peace agreement before yearend.

be back in QOslo to talk about the most important issue on social and economic
f our problems,” Bello told a forum in Bulacan yesterday.

0 break off the ceasefire after recelving reports of{ “systematic attacks” by the
even before their declaration to scutile their own ceassfire next Friday.

mmunists cannot be realized within our Qénérattdn. They said Feb. 10, but
roops then and there, even before their deadii:ne‘%” he said.

is best to forge a peace agreement with the communist rebels. *f went out of
ust to look for the opening fo find peace for my country. | may not be the most
this in good faith, in looking for peace. But with the way things are now, we
on,” he said. .

on would have been the golden cpportunity for thfe rebels to make peace.

ey should have taken advantage of my being president. But they didn't,” he

i

|
ears in war, o keep on fighting. What do you want? Another 50 years? Let it
" the President said. '

but under the circumstances. with my troops gettmg killed. we have to resume

esume offensives against the NPA following the bresident's announcement.

hder-in-chief's order and guidance,” AFP spokesrfnan Brig. Gen. Restituto

of violent activities and the less of the peace investments and dividends from
> we had since August,” Padilla said. :

ted by the NPA in the past few days was “very dfsturbmg, considering the
a joint ceasefire declaration.

bur days since Sunday were “disdainful and disturbing,” considering NDF chief
was assuring the public through the media that the CPP-NPA-NDF will

l
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Afio said CPP-NPA was doing the opposite by atlacking soldiers who were doing community support and

development works.

Despite the lifting of the ceasefirg

continue to support the peace ta

~“Wer hearthepeople’s-clamor-for
CPP-NPA-NDF chooses to play

Down the line, Eastern Mindana
directive to the troops to be on a

“Alert troops for possible attacks
equipment, abductions, liguidatig

He said all units under Eastminc
The NPA has been active in the
Suspected NPA rebels snatched

Last week, two off-duty soldiers
Makilala, North Cotabato.

Separately, three soldiers were {
also unarmed and in their civilian

Their lifeless bodies were later fg

“While we grieve for the untimely

These atiacks on unarmed soldip

tatks,” Guerrero said.

Major Gen. Benjamin Madrigal Jr.,

Northern Mindanao areas, said

He cited the killing of three of hig

“|s this what they call achievement

continue to kill with impunity, con
peopie?” he said,

Madrigal said the incident "will n

their communities against any th
John Unson, Ramon Efren lLaz

Army (

= on the part of the government, Afo assured the public that the AFP would
ks and find a permanent peaceful solution to the four decades-long conflict.

peace and arewilling towork hard toattairni; buf g unfortunate that g~
deaf,” he said. |

» Command {Eastmincom) chief Lt. Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrero issued a
ert for possible attacks from the NPA, i

]

Protect the communities from criminal acts of extomon burn;ng of
ns and other forms of atrocities,” Guerrero said,

pm are now on active defense posture.
region under the Eastmincom.

two soldiers in a remote village in Columbio, Sultan Kudarat last Feb. 2.

n civilian clothes and riding a motorcycle were taken by NPA rebels in

aken by NPA rebels in Malaybalay City in Buk:dnon The three soldiers were
attire when they were snatched.

und along the road in a remote village in the city,

demise of our soldiers. we condemn this inhuman act in its highest form.
ors is a manifestation of the NPA’s wanton disregard for the ongoing peace

1
1

r., commander of the Army’s 4th infaniry Dwus;on (covering the Caraga and _

he NPA was insincere in the peace talks with the government
soldiers by the NPA in Bukidnon.

of ‘just peace? How can these NPPA say they dlso want peace if they still
tinue to burn construction and production equipment and Kill innocent

bt hinder us to continue our mandate, thatis to pr(i)tect our people and secure
reat.” — With Christina Mendez, Michael Punor’xgbayan Gerry Lee Gorit,

aro, AP %
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ceasefire |

. | Updated Feb rua Fy4’ 20,} 7 - ;2003m s

By Audrey Morallo (philstar.com
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MANILA, Philippines—The Department of National Defense on Friday blamed communist rebels for a hitch in
peace talks, which were resumed last year after breaking down during the Ac;uénoi administration,

|

In a statement, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana criticized the New People's /l\;rmy for extortion, abduction
and attacks on government forcgs that he said caused the deaths of civilians and soldiers.

Lorenzana blamed the violence instigated by the rebels as the reason the "promising start i achieving peace
has ended.” :

;
The secretary of defense also said that he had aiready instructed the military to be on high alert and to
continue protecting the communities under their respective iurisdictions.

" have instructed the chief of staff to place our treaps on high alert and to continug their protection of the
___communhities under their care, wherever they are,” Lorenzana said, . ——— o e
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|

President Rodrigo Duterte announced earlier Friday that the government was liffing its unitateral ceasefire with
the NPA. He said that rebels were asking for too much by demanding the release;of some 400 political

prisoners even before parties sign a more permanent bilateral ceasefire agreement.
E

_..IThe president ordered government troops.on Friday afternoon:."Go.back.to-your .ciampsi--olean-youﬁ- riflesq ang- -

be ready to fight" :

1
i

The NPA, which is on the US State Department’s list of terrorist organizations, red}entty dectared that it was
ending its unilateral ceasefire effective Feb 11. The group blamed the failure of the government to release
politica! prisoners and the intrusion of security forces into areas "within the authority of the revolutionary
government.”

The government and communisi rebels are currently engaged in peace talks in Europe in a bid to end the 48-
year insurgency, the longest in Asia. i

Rounds of negotiations failed in the past dUe to unmel rebel demands and to distfust on both sides; ‘

R e B
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CPP-NPA still

By Pia Lee-Brago (The Philippin

} 4 googleplusg @

WASHINGTON — The Communi
(NPAj) are still in the US list of Fg

State Department deputy spokes
FTO list would go through a prog
designated a terror organization.

The CPP-NPA was put on the FTO fist on Aug. 9, 2002. =

Philippine government chief pea
Employment (DOLE), said last i
fts founding chairman Jose Mari3

Bello said the removal of CPP-N
io President Duterte {o return to

“The US government must realiz
government is concerned. Othen

Peace advocacy group Yes for B
NPA's removal from the FTO.

FTO designations play a critical
_suppori for terrorist activities and

The Bureau of Counierierrorism
active around the world to identif

When reviewing potential targets
carried out, but also at whether t

|
|

on US gov’t terror list

> Star) | Updated February 4, 2017 - 12:00am |

st Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its armed wing the New People's Army

reign Terrorist Organizations {(FTO), the US Staté Department said Thursday.
|

man Mark Toner said in anr interview that removing the CPP/NPA from its

es$s, as he stressed the rebel group continues to meet the criteria for.its being

|
ce negotiator Silvestre Beflo 11, also secretary of the Department of Labor and

onth they wouid ask the US to remove the rebel éroup from the list, including
3 Sison, ;

£
f
1
|

PA from the US designated FTO would enable Sison 1o fulfill his commitment
he Philippines as part of the ongoing peace negotiations.

e thal the NPAs and Joma Sison are not terrorists as far as the Philippine
wise we would not be talking to them,” Bello said.J

eace's clamor to have the peace talks held in Manila hinges on the CPP-

|

ole in the fight against terrorism and are an effective means of curtailing

Jpressuring groups to.get oul of the terrorismbusiness._____ .

n the State Department continually monitors the activities of terrorist groups
poiential targets for designation. ]

i

 the bureau looks not oniy at the actual terrorist httacks that a group has
he group has engaged in planning and preparations for possible future acts of

terrorism or retains the capability and intent fo carry out such acts. l
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NDF not giving up on peace talks

By Jose Rodel Clapang {The Phi

2 92 googleplust £

ippine Star) | Updated February 4, 2017 - 12:00am
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MANILA, Philippines - Communigt rebels can fight government forces while ta[king3 peace at the same time,

their leaders said yesterday.

The National Democratic Front ¢
despite the decision of the NDF f
and New People’'s Army {NPA).

sfled on the peopie and the government not to givé up on the peaace talks
pliowed by President Duterte to end the ceasefire observed by the military

In an interview with GMA News TV yesterday, NDF senicr political adviser Luis Jaigr@chn; said the peace

panels of the government and th

He also explained why the NPA,

“The NEA dacided to lift its unilat
Forces of the Philippines. These
Jalandoni said.

“The Armed Forgces of the Philipg
nolitical prisoners.

We will not lose the paace talks.
the NPA's lifting of its unilaleral ¢

s NDF would continue to hold talks.
the armed wing of the NDF, decided to lift its ceasefire.
i

eral ceasefire because there are some viclations icommitted by the Armed
inciude the occupation of schools and barangay halls by the military,”

ines are entering 500 barangays. We are also cgliing for the release of all

f

The lifting of the unilateral ceasefire by the President was just a reaction to
easefire due to many viclations of the military. We cannot say that the peace

talks are no longer there,” he added.

demand for the release of 400 of

Duterte ended the governent’s g
three soldiers last Wednesday in
announced that the end of their

Jalandoni said "the nexi move is
panel chairman Fidel Agcaoili is

 The_rebels announced the withdiawal of their ceasefire declaration as the government refused to grant their . I

their comrades from varicus prisons. |
‘;

easefire and ordered the military to "be ready to ftght" after the NPA killed

Bukidnon and captured two others in Sultan Kudarat. The rebeis had
nilateral ceasefire would take effect on Feb. 10.

to talk about the proposed bilateral ceasefire this maonth™ and NDF peace
already preparing for the fourth round of talks.

i

i
He also admifted that the NDF ngeds the peace talks to enable them to come up f/vith an agreement on land

reform, national industrialization

"During the Ramos government,

and socioeconomic and political reforms.

we were able to sign 12 agreements while we continued fighting and

continued talking,” Jalandoni said. |
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‘AFP blocking release of politi

Meanwhile, human rights group

non-release of political prisoners,

Karapatan aiso said the AFP has been sabotaging the peace talks.

“The AFF is blocking the releasg

its forces 1o kill, threaten and hay
government,” said Karapatan se

“Political prisonsrs were illegaily
The plight of political prisoners is
is the state security forces' gross
of those who are working for the

“The release of political prisoner,
threats and efforts by the AFP tg

Last Thursday, political prisoner

Malcampo’s release was long oy
for humanitarian reasons before

v 2028, a world-class Army that Is a source of nafiona! pride.

cal prisoners’ |

Karapatan said the AFP has played a major role m the Duterte administration’s

'
£

of the unjustly detained political prisoners and it has never ceased to deploy
ass civilian communities, even during the so—caiie?d unitateral ceasefire of the
cretary-general Cristina Palabay. 1

i

arrested and detained for their beliefs and work irﬁ defense of peopie’s rights. ..
a matter of human rights obligation and an issue of justice. What is coercive
viotation of rights to due process, criminalization of political beliefs and torture
defense of people’s rights. %

5 is a litmus test for Duterte, on his political will to uphold justice against
sow unpeace,” she added. '

i
)

Reynante Malcampo was finally released by the ¢ourt,

erdue as he is one of the 200 sick political prisonsrs supposed to be released
Christmas as promised by Duierte. ;

t

According fo Karapatan, Malcampo was wrongly charged with illegal possession of explosives. His case was

tried at Branch 3 of the Regiona

Triat Court X! and the court dismissed his case last fan. 26.

Karapatan said that while Malcampo was being detained at the Compostela Valley Provincial Rehabilitation
Center in Tagum City, he suffergd tuberculosis and recurring bouts of pneurmonial ~ With Rhodina

Villanueva, Edith Regalado
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\rmy: Three sold

2028, a world-ciass Army that is a source of natéonal pride,

iers' death at hams of NPA

i

f

“soldiers were in civilian attire an

overkill

By: Erwin M. Mascarifias, InterAk.sy.bﬁ.
February 3, 2017 7:07 PM

S on maneuver exercise at training
Photographed hy Erwin Mascarifias, Inter

interAksyon.com
The online news portal of TV5

Butuan City - The Philippine Army's 4th Infantry Division in Cagayan de Oro City on Friday released findings
“that characterized the death of 1

overkil.

The assessment was conducted
Police (PNP).

According to the police report, th
Kibalabag in Malaybalay City su

Col. Eric Vinoya, commander of
inhuman and overkill in nature.
personne! of the 8th Infantry Bat
Manalcg, Malaybalay City.

"They left the barangay because

project that they were facilitating
were flagged down and murdereg

Army

Dnvision headquarters in Camp Evar'ugefisiia. Patag. Cagayan de Orc Cily

lground of 4t infantr)
fksyon

‘s soldiers al the hands of the New People's Afmy (NPA) as inhumane ard”

by the Scene of the Crime Operatives (50CO) of the Philippine National

|
§
H
i
H

e three soldiers who died on February 1, 2017 at Sitio Kaleb, Barangay
Ltained 76 gunshot hits, or an average of around 25 penetrating wounds each.

the 403rd Infantry Brigade, condemned the killing of the soldiers: "The act was
Ve condemn the recent act of violence perpetrated by the NPA against three
raiion, who were conducting a Community Support Program in Barangay

they needed to obtain some documentary requirements for a livelihood

in the community, and to get their subsistence allowances. Unfortunately, they
d by the armed men, as they were on the way back tq”tlhe__c_;ommu‘r_xi‘tyﬂ. Qur

¥ unarmed when they were killed,” said Vinoya. | T
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Vinoya added: "This act perpetrajed by the NPA only shows that they are not fightigng for ideclogy anymore,
They commitied criminal acts and banditry the moment they murdered our troops and also took their money e

f

Recovered at the scene near the killed soldiers were 21 fired cartridge cases (FCC) of caliber 5.56 mm used in
~MiG-assaultrifles rseven 762 x Htmm-FCE -prabably-from-M14:-10 7:62-x 89mm-FCGfor-Ald7-rifles; five-
7.62 x 63mm FCC from M1 Garand rifle; and cal. 30 FCC from an old M4 carbine. ;

Empty ammunition cartridges from both M-16 and Ak-47 assault rifles were also found in the scene,

i

Captain Patrick Joe Martinez, sppkesperson of the 4th Infantry Division pointed out that, "the investigation

revealed that the soldiers are on board two motorcycles traversing the route of the:said outskirt community 5

when the NPAs flagged them down and eventually killed them. There were NPAs firing from the high ground SO e
and that they went near the threg unarmed soldiers to finish them off, considering that the bulk of the rounds :

were found near their dead bodigs." ;

=~ Mariinez said: "What the NPA did is unaccéptabig, their barbaric act has no place in our civilized peagefal
society.” i

Major General Benjamin Madriggi Jr, commander of the 4iD asked, "is this what thgey call achievement of just
peace? How can these NPA sayithat they also want peace if they still continue to kill with impunity, burn
construction and production equipment, and kill innocent people?

"tf they really want peace, then they must lay down their arms and start working with the whole nation on
solutions to socioeconomic problems. They must show sincerity and finally end their viclence for the benefit of

every Filipino."

Ka Allan Juanito, spokesman of the NPA-North Central Mindanao Regionai Command, disputed the claim that
the soidiers were unarmed: "Three elements of the 8th Infantry Battalion of the Community Organizing for
Peace and Development (COPD) unit, who were riding a motorcycle, were flagged by our unit in Sitio Kalib,
Barangay Kibalabag at around 5{00 in the afternoon.

"“When they were requesied fo stop, they showed intention to fight back when they iried to draw their small
firearms. In self defense, the NPA fired at them, which resuited in their deaths. Recovered from the casualties

—..were threecal .45 pistols. " — 4 en - —— - * e —

1
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U

ilitary delivers counterterrorism gear to
1y and b

arine Corps | T

By: InterAksyon.com
February 3, 2017 5:47 PM

£ o ——

Philippine service members receive new cpunitarterrrisen egupment from the Jaint US Miliiary Assistance Group Philippines. as part of the
Armed Forces of the Phifippines’ defense nodernization efforts and e USgovernment grant trogram aimed af assisting securfly forces
conducting counterferrorism. US EMBASIY WERBSITE

InterAksvon.com
The online news portal of TVS f

CLARK AIR BASE — Representativep from the US Embassy in the Philippines” Joint US Military Assistance Group (JUSMAG)
..delivered_new military equipment fo tHe Philippine Army.and Marine.Corps. January 27. :

i
The transfer included over 400 M203 grenade launchers, 85 M40AS sniper rifles, and a RQ-1 1B Raven unmanned aerial vehicle
system consisting of three drones for exclusive use and ownership by the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

The AFP procured the small-arms wegpons through the US government's Foreign Military Sales program. This aguipment wifl
nelp enhance the AFP's counterlerrofism capabilities, and protect Philippine security forcas aclively angaged in counterterrorism

operations in the southern Philippines, 1

in addition to the small-arms transfer,|the US government provided a Raven unmanned aerial vehicie system through the grant
counterterrorism program. As parl of the grant. and in addition to the three unmannead aerial vehicles included in the Raven
system, Philippine service members received training in the United States on its operations and maintenance. The Ravenis a
hand-launched unmanned aerial vehigle that will increase the AFP’s capabilities to conduct intefligence collection, mission

planning, and reconnaissance operations.
b

The equipment transfer and continueg bilateral training efforts demonstrate the commitment between the Philippines and U.S. {o
work towards safer communities and the eradication of global terror networks.
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