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URGED: DON’T
ABANDON TALKS

STORY BY THE INQUIRER STAFF

H Peace aﬂx}ocates fear collapse M N egoti—at-’ions‘can proceed even

of talks will again bring terrcr without a cease_firé,;atcording
'to'the' poor in the countryside to two NDFP consuitants

| Pres dent Duterte orders arrest
of commumst rebel negotlators

. [

once they arrivein Manila = A2
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Iﬁ‘e peace another chance was
}hescry of various sectors after
vhﬁ;ldent Duterte scrapped
Hace talks with the National
i g:mr.'ratlc Front of the Philip-
@ngs (NDFP), the political arm

a
kY
¢

=

" \-ﬂae Communist Party of the
. PRlippines (CPP),
“Elders, retired professionals,
Wirck men and peace advo-
% from the Cordillera and
¥PRgayan Valley have urged the
gm:emment and the NDFP to
on a bilateral ceasefire and
@c;connnue their talks, saying,

~¥w2 have already seen.so much
dﬂobdshed in our lifetime,”

._.,,#."We are afraid of innocent
“wdvllans being caught in the
*uossﬁre between the govern-
j:qpnt and rebel forces,” the net-

'wprk said in a statement. The'

‘Gbnﬂmt has killed "at least
61(3,00(. people since it began 47
ago.
Sen Risa Hontiveros also
vﬁ'med hiope that the Duterte

ii!

,ﬁyqpld continue to find reason-

e i

S o
Wil Hy

istration and the NDFP.

B0 aF EF e

able comprmmses to pursue
peace, and “not succumb. to vi-
clence ” :

The govemm ent and the
NDFP discussed a bilateral
ceasefire duning the third round
of talks in Rome last month. The
comrnunist New People’s Aty
(NPA), howevet, announced
that 1t would hft its ceasefire on
Feb. 10 -following disagree-
ments on the release of 400 po-
litical prisoners It also acclised
the - goveinment of moving
troops into tétrritories it held,

Mr. Duterte’s declaration to
end the peace talks came a few

hours atter he lifted his admin- W

istration's sm—month umlarerdl
ceasehre A

- He sard he ended the cease-

fire ahead of the schedulad lift-
ing of the truce by the rebels
because soidiers had died in
NPA attacks,

Return of terror

A priest said the collapse of
the talks would again bring ter-
ror to the poor m the country-
side, .
Fr. Pete Montallana appealéd
to the communst leadership and
Mr. Duterte to work things out,
saying clashes between govern-

- Zmal atc; sacpe.arm 2000 Zunai

LT S -

Presndent Duterte

s ;,uﬁ -
ment forces and LOmmunISt
.« rebels tad caused fear and

hunger among Agta- Dumagat_

tribe in the Sierra M4

Msgr Meliton Oso, €xecu-
tive director of the Jaro Arch-
diocese Social Action Center,
said the talks must continue “in
order to thresh out differences
and resolve the roots of the
armed conflict until an agree-
ment is réached.”

Senate Minority ILeader
Ralph Recto urged the two par-
ties to pull back from the brink
of reigniting the conflict, .

‘It is never ton late to give

“ei no. (02 845-8555

~osal L2885 5 &5
peace another chance In the
search for a settlement, one
must never tire of negotiation-
fatigue,” he saidina statement.
For his part, Sen. Panfilo Lac-
son said the President was not
totally cJosing the door to peace
tatks with commrumst rebels,
noting that Mt Durerte said he
would reopeu it it there was
“compelling reason” to do se
- Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos Is-
agani Zarate also urged Mr.
Duterte to reconsider his deci-
sionto scuttle the talks.

Deal still possible
Signing a peace deal with
the rebels was shll possible, a
Palace official said on Sunday.
A presidenial commurica-

' ’flons assistart secretary, Marie

Banaag, said the government
panel, led by Laber Secretary Sil-
vestre Bello IT], would still pur-
sue “"permanent peace and how
to go about the parameters of
going through a permanent
ceasefire.” L
“Malacafiang is still open to
negotiations,” Banaag said on
state radio dzRB Sy
An Jloilu-based NDFP consul-
tant, Maria Concepcion Araneta-
Bocala, said her group was not

3

closing the door on the talks. .
“We want the negotiations

to continue even without a

ceasefire because this has been

- donre-in -the-past-and-had-net—-

prevented - the talks to ad-

vance,” she said.
Lifting the ccasefire was not

a reason to suspend the talks.
said another NDFP consultant.
Randy Malayao said that de-
spite the absence of any cease-
fire orders during the Ramos,
‘Estrada, Arroyo and Aquino ad-
ministrations, several impot-
tant agreements and docu-
ments were signed.

At the closing ceremony of
the talks in Rome on jan. 25,

Norway's spec1a1 envoy Elisa -

heth Slattum said setbacks iu«e
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e HEE

AFFgirl = Tmail s na

v |.- - F s T :
arar AV SN0 jus

«clashes were expeCtEd i

g i:‘ :TT'J'I‘

“Ihave yet to witniess a peace
process where there have notev-

_ er been ups and downs, a peace

process that has not beenmessy, .

where there havent been any -
rlashes on the ground or viola-
tions of ceasefire or publicly ex-
pressed frustration,” Slattum
said. —REPORTS FROM MARLON
RAMOS, CHRISTINE ©. AVENDANOD, VIN-
CENT CABREZA, VINCE F. NQNATO,

" DELFIN T. MALLARI JR., NESTOR F, BUR-

GOS AND KARLOS MANLUPIG INQ

pisiled
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businessmenfear
for their safety

By RICHMOND MERCURIO

Foreign businessmen in the
sountry are beginning to doubt the
abulityof local authorities to ensure
their safety, following reports that
high-rariking police were behind
the kidnap-siay of Kvrean business-
man Jee Ick-joo at-police headquar-
ters in Camp Crame last October.

“We promote trade and investment
between then respective countries and
regions  both directions, but can onlv

- succeed m their mussion if peace and -
otder and safety can be guaranteed

by the autHorities,” the Jomt Foreign
Chambers {JFC) ot the Philippines said
1n a statement over the weekend.

“The kidnapping and brutal killing
of Jee Ick-joo puts these expected guar-
antees m question,” the group stressed

Members of the TRC ~ the American,
Austrahan-New Zealand, European
and Japanese chambers —said they fully
support the concerns expressed by the
Kotean Chamber of Commerce Philip-

“pines (KCCP) over the kidnapping and
murder of Jee and, m general, “the safe- Y
ty of local and foreign businessmen and
residents at large 1n the Philippines.”
© “We agree with the KCCP that the

X e Turn to Page 11
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ple who did 1t o1 organized 1t be brought

~to-justice tast and that the government -

clearly states its poluzy on peace and or-
der and on the satety of local and foreign
residents,” the coalifton of foreign busi-
ness groups said = . - : i '
The JFC pomied out, though, that it
appreciates Preesident’ Duterte's assur-
ance that the peoplc behind Jee’s death
would get the maximum punishment.
The Korean pusmess commumty i
the Philippmes eather called on the gov-
ernment to douhle 18 afforts mn ensur-
_.ing the safety of Korean riationals 1n the
country, tollowing reports on Jee's death
“As an organization that protects the m-
terest and pronoies the Philippines as an
investment hub for Forean businessmen,
we are very shocked and saddened to hear
one irmocent korean businessman becarne
a victim of heinous aime committed by a
zroup led by high ranking police officers,
who were supposed to vrotect the safety
and welfare of =sacl: mdividual here in the
Philippines,” the KCCP said.
According to the KCCT, the govern-

ment of South Korea strongly protects.

the welfare of almoest 50,000 overseas Fil-
ipino workers there and expects the Phil-
ippine governmert to do the same tor

‘ . ..» . the120,000 Koreans residing the country:
Foregﬁ From Page1

case has to be fuily mmvestigated, the peo-

Full security '~
in eastern MM

For its part, the Eastern Police District
(EPD) has assured Koreans living 1n the
eastern part of Metro Mamla of full secu-
rity against criminals. _

EPD director Chiet Supt. Romulo Sa-
. pitula gave the assurance in a dialogue
over the weekend with Koreans living
in +he cities of Pasig, Marikina, Manda-
luyong and San Juan-

Sapitula met with Korean community

" leaders Charlie Shin, Samuel Kang and

Clone Kim to discuss security measures
the EPD has been implementing io en-
sure the foreigners’ safety while domng
business-andliving in the-eastern part of
Metro Manila. _

- “We had a very conducive meeting,”
Sapitula told reporters yesterday. “We
had a free-wheeling discussion on how
to improve crime reporting and coopera-
ton in solving crimes involving Korean
nationals.”

Accompanied by Pasig ‘City police
chief Senior Supt. Orlando Yebra Jr, Sa-
pitula sought the dialogue with the Ko-
reans following Jee's murder.

Shin told Sapitula the Koreans would
cooperate and gladly forward informa-
tion regarding crimes against Koreans to
the police for speedy resolution

The Koreans also requested Sapitula

for more frequent meetings to
_ solve their securnity concerns be-
fore “it’s too late,”

-

.

K¢reans

mediately,’

e

“We established direct com-

munication lines for easy access .-
to each other, ahd cases involving

e ——— e

wpuld be addressed im-
SaPItulu said
— With Non Alquitran
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‘Gov’t troops,
' NPAs clash -
in Iloilo village

By JENNIFER RENDON

S

ILOILO CITY - After a lull, govern-
: ment troops and the communist New

* People’s Army (NPA) rebels engaged in

what could be their first reported clash
this ﬁear. ==

The Army’s 61st Infantry Battalion en-
countered some 14 suspected NPA rebels
in a remote village in Lambunao, this city
on Saturday.

- No troops were killed or wounded but
the rebels reportedly sustained two wound-
ed fighters during the 20-minute firefight.

The skirmish occurred shortly after
President Duterte scuttled the govern-
ment’s truce declaration with the com-
murust rebels.

Lt Col. Lecnardo Pefia, commanding
officer of the 61st Infantry Battalion said
the troops encountered members of the
Baloy Platoon of the NPA’s Komiteng
Rehivon Panay-Central Front Committee.

. .- Pefia said they received reports that
* the rebels planted improvised explosive
" devices (IEDs) in the area. -

i

7 Whn the Aty froops responded, they
encountered the rebels near a bridge lead-
g mto the village
Villagers said the NPA rebels retreated
after two of therr fighters were wounded.
- Lt Col. Ericson Rosana, spokesman
of the Army’s 3rd Infantry Division, said
they were alerted against possibie NPA
attacks m the region ‘
~ “With the suspension of the unilateral
ceasefire, we could now conduct combat

* operations,” he added

Rosana also asked the people to help
the government in its effort to bring peace

- to the Panay Island region.

I

v
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fiiiittar at KPA 2aghakbaken
S& IIINGOrD, Nang oias
m:!apos suspindeni
———i .. Angneacelalks ——

laan at 1ebelding kemumstirkshapon sa Mindoio pro-
| vice. ilang erasmetapos Lty ap nPresident Rodsi-
o Duserte ang ela ng gnbyetnw sa peacetalts |
sa. Commumst Party of the Philippines (CPF) -
Sa ulat mi Maj. Gen Ericd Parayno, dumander ng
1 Philippine Army 2nd Division, 1sang miyebrong New |
Peouples Arary (NPA) ang napatey sa‘bakbakan.
Ang sagupaan nu nangy avi va hindi iathayas na lugar
| sa Mimdora provines ay nagumuls afas-2 00 ng hapon
1 Nubmrekoberang treps ug 1sang kalibre 45 pistol
Niiong Sabado lamanug ay sinuspemdt ni Duterte |
] ang Peaa:’mﬂcs 54 grupong Kommumsty |, e
Simabi ng Presidente na hindi siva bibigay sa’
kahilingan ng NPA na palavam ang lahat ag polifical’
| prisoners, . AT iy T P T
© Ipmahsyag aiya rto mafzpos Kangelahin ng
gobyeino ang uniiateral ceasefite sa CPP mfong
nakaraang Biyemes. Pero vnang nagkansela ng
ceasafite declaration argg CPP - - == A RE

] - NS
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Soldier, driver hurt

A STLDIER and the driver of a
town mavor, who were part or
a medical mission, were hurt in
a roadside bomb explosion in
Tuburan, Basilan last Saturday,

& A\FP Western b Iindanao Comr
mand resterday sai

Capt. Joann Pennglay. Wes-
mincoem information officer.
saxd a first explosion forced the
convoy to stop. While members

t 1n hlasts

division {EQD: vrerz inspecting
the piast site. a second explo-
sion then occurred a few me-
ters away, hitting the unnamed
Scout Ranger and the driver of
Tuburan Mayor Dorie Hallahal,
Members of the EOD recov-
ered at the blast sites improvised
eaplosive Jdevice components, a
handheld radio, t7ro piecss 9-volt
batteries, and 2¢ meters electric

Page: 6_2

" of the exxplosives and ordnance

wire. — Raymond Affid

»
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2 hurt as IED explosions mar Basilan medical-
dental mission

Philippine News Agency

Western Mindanao Command (WMC) units are now tracking down the armed lawless group who detonated
two improvised explosive devices (IEDs) during @ medical-dental mission in Tuburan town, Basilan, wounding

two persons, noontime Saturday.

The first blast took place took place around 12 noon, said WMC spokesperson Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay.

No one was injured in this explosion, she added.

However, this promptedthedeployment of an expiosive ordnance disposal team to cHeck ¥ there were other

i=Ds faid nearby.

As this unit was searching, another blast took place, this time wounding of the securing members of the 3rd
Scout Ranger Battalion and the driver of Tuburan Mayor Dorie Kallahal who was present in the area.

Subsequent searches eventually resulted in the recovery of two pieces of improvised electrical circuit, one
"TVT" hand-held radio, two pieces of 9-volt batteries, 20 meters of electric wire, Petinglay added.

However, the two explosions failed to prevent the ongoing dental-medical mission which benefitted 500
residents of Tuburan town, she stressed.

1
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(Update) Basilan town mayor unscathed in
roadside bombing; soldier, driver wounded

Philippine News Agency
Two people, including a soldier, were wounded while a town mayor was unscathed in a roadside bombing on

Saturday in the municipality of Tuburan, Basilan province.

Senior Insp. Said Omar Ismael, Tuburan police chief, disclosed the incident occurred around 2:45 p.m.
Saturday, in Sitio Sawiti, Barangay Calut (not Barnagay Duga-a as earlier reported), Tuburan, Basilan.

ismael identified the wounded soldier as Cpl. Christian |barreta of the Army’s 3rd Scout Ranger Battalion and
Misuari Jamiri, the driver of Tuburan Mayor Durie Kallahal.

Jamiri was transported by speed boat from Basilan to this city for medical treatment.

Col. Cirilo Donato, Army’s 104th Infantry Brigade commander, said Kallahal was unscathed since he
disembarked before his vehicle tripped on an improvised expiosive device fashioned out as a landmine.

The pick-up type vehicle of Kallahal was riddied with shrapnel holes and its left rear tire was biown off as a
result of the roadside bomb explosion.

Ismael said that Kallahal accompanied by 3rd Scout Ranger Battalion troops went to Sitio Sawiti, Barangay
Caiut to inspect the blast site where a bomb exploded around 10:15 a.m. Saturday.,

Ismael said no one was either killed or wounded in the 10:15 a.m. incident since the bomb exploded in a
vacant lot.

At that time, Kallahal and the troops of the Army's 3rd Scout Ranger Battalion were conducting medical

— outreach-mission in downtown Tuburan..-

Both the military and police authorities said the roadside bombing was the handiwork of the Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG) since Kallahal is known to be fighting against the bandit group in his town.

0
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Army’s 5th Special Forces names new
commander

Manila Times

SHARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanao: The new battalion commander of the Philippine Army’s5th Special Forces
Battalion in Cotabato City assumed post and vowed to increase vigilance for a more peaceful city.

Lieutenant Col. Eros James Uri took over the command from Lieutenant Colonel Nasser Lidasan during a
ceremony presided by Special Forces Regiment (Airborne) Commander Colonel Ramiro Manuel Rey.

Lidasan was reassigned to the 6th Infantry Kampilan Division headquarters in Datu Odin Sinsuat,
Maguindanao.

Uri, for his part, vowed to continue the thrust and programs implemented by his predecessor and assured that
faw and order will be maintained at all times.

The 5th Special Forces battalion secures the periphery of Cotabato City, to include part of the municipalities of
Datu Odin Sinsuat, Kabuntalan, and Sultan Kudarat, all in Maguindanao.
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Tuene’s plaa 7o include de military in the campaign against crugs  hy the legal admej_nﬂdalaﬂa;naﬂv-on‘wha Bestshatld be dun-. ne
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- milicary is needed because law enforcetaentis  an drugs to be led now oy the Philiprine Drug Enforcement ~zznov
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be questioned fn-the SC (Supreme
Court),” said Lacson.
Sen. Risa Hontiveros shared ihe
| sameView adding that the military's
! entry into the picture will only add
| to the already chaotic stination,

“] am wary that allowing the AFP
(Armed Forces of the Philippines}
to mplement a flawed and abusive
style of war on drugs will only
subject it t¢ the same fate as the
PNP {Philippine National Police},”
she said in & staiemerit. - .~ .-

. *May I rewnind the, government
that the military has a different

While the military and the PNP are
both ‘legal bearers of arms’, they
have different roles and training,”
she said.”

Hontiveros emphasized that the
police force’ role is law enforcement
and apprehension of criminal
offenders while the military is
trained for combat dutles

“To blur these lines 1s not only
dangerous, it is a throwback to
Martial Law times. It is a nod fo-
anthoritarian leadership,” she said,
adding that such move will rolt back:
whatever important gains in security
reforms in the AFP. .

A number of senators have
already expressed concern over the
President’s plan to have the military
take an active role 1n the

= operations ot Philippine Drug

—— + e - - finforcement- Agency - (FREA) in- —-illegal drugs:

continuing with Oplan Tokhang,
citing possible unconstitutionaiity oi
the move

Hontiveros nnfed that the
President's ‘plan to let the PDEA

lead the government’s anti-drug

campaign is not new as the agency
has the mandate to push for
efficient law enforcement in the fight
against illegal drugs.

mandate and arientation. If should ——
“not be dragged nio civilian pohcing —

m =
ELY P

this with

problem is radically overhauled and
the country's security forces are
thoroughly cleansed of scalawags,

-whether it is.the PDEA or_

Philippine National Police (PNP), the

" anti-drng campaign will continue to
" be abusive and corrupt-prone.

Ping to Rody: ‘Don’t lose trust’
Lacson also  expressed

- disappointment in hearing Duterte
" making staterents that he has lost
" trust in the PNP or the National
. Burean of Investigation (NBI) in the
light of what happed to Korean

businessman Jee Ick Jon,

“For me. the statement was not

right, he should have not lost his
confidence on constitutionally
established institutions but you can
change leadership of these
institutions,” he said.

“You may lose trust in the
commander-in-chief, you may lose
trust in the leadership of those
institutions, But never say you lost
trust in those institutions,” he said.

Mr. Duterte was alse cautioned
by concerned police and military
officers in tapping the AFP in the
governmeni’s all-out war against
illegal drugs -branding such move
may cven lead to more problems
and abuses,

The officials, who requested
anonymity, cited the military’s lack
of training in law enforeement,
particularly on campaign agamst

“Instead of tapping soldlers the

. President should push harder for
. the dleansing of police ranks and
pursue ihe wqx‘ on drugs with the
PNP at the forefront. While there
are scalawags in the PNP, majority
of our policemen are dedicated in
their sworn duty which is to serve
and protect,” the second souree said.
~ The President has tapped the
AFP to Join in the government’s war
on drugs after he ordered the
Philippine National Police (PNP) and
the Nazional Bureau of Investigation
(NBD 10 stop operating against llegal

Instead of pursuing the war on

drugs, Duterte directed the PNP

leadership io cleanse its ranks of -

scalawags.

The order came following the
kidnap-slaying of South Korean
businggsman Jee Ick Joo, allegedly
by active PNP personnel and NBI
agents, led by SP03 Rlcky Sta.
Isabel.

Immediately after the President
made the order, PNP Director
General Ronald dela Rosa ordered
all antiillegal drug units of thie PNP
dissolved, partienlarly the Anti-Tegal
Drugs Group (AID®) and activated
the Counter Intelligence Task Force
(CITT) to weed out rogue policemen,

Sta. Isabel and his immediate
supenar Supt. Raphael Dumiao, who
was also implicated in the kidnap-
slaymg of Je, were assigned with

“We have to remembpr that the
training of our soidiers 1s to search
and destroy. Thev are nol tramed
to conduct anti-illegal drug
"operations, S0, that's really a big
problem,” a retired military general
.. told The Tribune.

“Intentionally or unintentionally,
abuses might be commiited if we
exposed AFP troops to the war on
drugs.” he added

A ranking police official also
expressed pessimism over the
government’s war on drugs without
the PNP in the forefront.

“PDEA alone cannot pursue the
war against drugs, while the AFP is

not equipped to conduct anti- -drug onm
operations.. the PNP is tramed for 7

official said,

b
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Relatedly, Intermr and Local
‘Government Secretary lsmael
Sueno admitted that there are
indeed risks 1t tapping the military
In the war against illegal drugs.

“That's not the job of the..it's
really dangerous to involve the
military because it's not their job,”
said Sueno in'a broadcast mterv:ew
yesterday. il

“That is not their trammg, their's
(triaining) are foreign invasion,
rebellion but not pohcmg common.

“erimes,” he added. :

Durmg 2 meeting of the
government security cluster, Sueno
sajd that there were suggestions to

v~ havemilitary troops undergo training 35-~—--
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in the campaign against illegal (i {le
* "The training has aIrea, ¥

siavted, I think they have cliogen
those who will work with PDE@ n
the meantime, our war on ‘Uriigs
continues,” Sneno added.

The DILtv chiet also expre%ed
full support to Dela Ros‘? 5
campaign to nd the PNP ranfiﬁ
scalawags. -

“Bato -Dela. Rosm 5 mclma.mp"j is
very sincere and commitied in really
cleansing (PNP ranks) becamé“he
was ashamed,” Sueno said. ">

and seminar to be actively mv?%d

g [ = Dﬂﬂ’snewm e

"The Departmert of Interiof. and
Local Government (DILG) is
adopting a new approach in the war
against illegal drugs —tapping peace
and order councils down to barangay
level and to the family to identify -
drug-free homes and place sticker
on them while peacefully convince
those affected to stop drugs.

In a broadeast interview,
-Interior and Loecal Government
Secretary Ismael Sueno batd‘ﬁ‘hat
the DILG is adopring the campmgn
launched in Bohol where Mca]
government units’ {L.GUs) peasB'and
order councils is taking the leaf¥ole
in the campaign. - i

“We will continue the wit? on”
drugs but.the focus now is not on-

the PNP (Philippine National Pefice)
but on the peace and orter

“We will appeal to them tn stop,
that they will qualify to druﬁree

homes,” he said. -~
Peace and order eouncils, Sﬂeno

said, include barangay chairman,

-memberr of the barangay cewheil,

local palice, barangay watehthen,

- representatives from the relgous —
" sector and other stakeholdersy

- If a barangay chalrmsn 18
involved 1n ihe illegal drugs, neting
that Prasident Duterte has
armounced that his drug list inclyded
incumbent barangay Jeaders, Sueno
said they will move the coul_l‘(_&il up
to the muntcipal level .

“We copied this from-
Rohal...there are so manv mitiatives
from local government offlcm.]"s we
will no longer serve Wafrant
because many are being killed ‘when -
they resisted..we will help in
convineing the community to he drug
free,” said Sueno.

.The DILG chief branded
President Duterte’s move stopping
the PNP’s Oplan ‘Tokhang” ds the
right move,

Sueno said that Oplan “Tokhang”
has been exploited by syndicaes to

their-owi-interest—+—
UGllﬁllb

r-nnngusr G&ld*Suen o Al

_ "We will focus on the fanuly&not
really on the barangays but df'the
family which is the basic unit nf

society..what we do 1¢ tn identify -

drugiree houses,” he added. ,

Sueno explained that under new
canipaign stickers would be placed:
on drug-free - houses while
authorities, down to barangay. level;
would be convincing others who
remain affected by illegal drugs fo
stop.

CWa apened it (Tukhang) to
cvervone, .0 &ven the syndicates
joinea in tue speration ‘Toghang
and while they were opera.tix;_l_g’ they
saw the opportunity to make)money.
so thev used it for their pe){'snll:::
Denefits,” enplii ! Sheno

- .
e Dacvunge the lond
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“Joining war on d

By PAOLO ROMERO

President Duterte’s recent
directive to the Armed Forces
(AFP) to join the goverriment’s
war against illegal drugs is
dangerousiy blurring the roles
of the military and the police,
Sen. Risa Hontiveros warned
vesterday.

Hontiveros said Duterte’s
order to let the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA)
lead the government’s anti-

drug campaign is not new
and is “automatic,” as PDEA
has the mandate to push for
efficient law enforcement in
the fight against illegal drugs.

She said the government’s
plan to include the military will
justadd to the “already chaotic
situation” and will roll back the
important gaing in security sec-
tor reforms in the AFP.

She said this could also
lead to unnecessary clashes
betvreen the military and

9

FDEA.

She noted that while the
military and PNP are both
legal bearers or arms, they
have different roles and train-
ing. The police force is for law
enforcement and apprehen-
sion. The military is trained
for combat duties.

“May | remind the gov-
ernment that the military
has a different mandate and
orientation. It should not be
dragged into civilian polic-

rugs plurs military’s role’

ing,” Hontiveros said.

“To blur these lines is not
only dangerous, it 1s a throw-
back to martial law times. [tis
anod to authoritarian leader-
ship,” she added.

. .She expressed concern that
allowing the Armed Forces to
implement the same “flawed
and abusive style of war on
drugs will only subject it to
the same fate as the PNB”
referring to the rising cases of
drug-related summary killings.
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AFP to launch rescueif-‘,ﬂ-.
cperations for 3 troops

The Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines said yesterday that the lift-
ing of the government ceasefire
will enable them to mount combat
rescue opetations for three soldiers
abducted by the Mew Peoples
Army 1n Mindanao recently.

Yes (we have plans) for that”
AFP Public affairs Office chief Ma-
rine Col, Edgard Arevalo said.

“We are going to rescue them.
We con now do that unlike hefore
when there was an ongoing uni-
lateral ceasetire declaration by the
government and there was suspen-
sion of military operations by the
AFP. We can now ronduct combat
operaticns against them,” Arevalo
sald, e,

“and the: first combat operation

Page.

that we can do against them is to
launch a rescue operation for our
rescued troops,” according to Are-
valo.

He also said that the three sol-
diers are not considered prisoners

of war, Arevalo said that the three
soldiers = Sgt. Solaiman Calocop
and Private First Class Samuel '

Garay, both of the 39th Infantry

- Battalion based in Makilala, Cota-

bato, and Private First Class Erwin
R. Salan of the 30th IB — wete not
hostile or aggressive when they
were faken by the enemy

“We =fuse to call them prisoners
of war because they are not bellig-
erent, They are victims of Kidnap-
ping,” Arevalo said.. (Francis T.
Wakefield)

(
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AFP calls for vigilance after attacks in Basilan province

ZAMBOANGA CITY: The military urged
citizens to stay vigilant following
the zeries of bornbings and attacks
.. 1n the restive province of Basilan,
—just several nautical miles south

of Zamboanga City mn scuthern

Philippines.

Just over the weekend two 1m-
provised bomb explosions injured
a government soldier and a driver
of Tuburan town Mayor Dorie
Kallahal, according ta the Western
Mindanao Command

It said the explosions occurred
just as the military was conductng
a humanitarian outreach mission.

[twas -mcieal swhether Abu Sayvyaf

* rebels ot other armed groups wete

involved in the attack
Covernment soldiers also recov-

ered a third improvised explesive

in the area, said Captam Jn-ann

- Petinglay, an army spolkeswomarn,

She said despite the bombings the
medical mission pushed through
which benefited over 500 villagers.

She said the local mayor was
also present during the event and
was unhurt from the bombings.
Petinglay said the injured were
rushed to hospital. She said the
twe bnmbs went off minutes apait

and also hit the maym s pmkup
tI'lle AR e
Mator General Carlito Calvez,

the regional mititary commander,
~also praised Kallahal who1s actvely

involved in peace and development

efforts in the town. He also appealed

to villagers to stay wigilant following
the twin bombings. :
No individual or grouplaimed
responsibility for the bombings
Last week, a gienade explosion
also tore a hole on the raof of an
abandoned hospital building in
Lamitan City also in Basilan, one
of five provinces under the Muslim

autonomous region.

‘Fhere were no reports of casu-
alties and police said the attack
could be the handiwork of Abu

Sayyaf 1ebels Lamitan had been ;

attacked many times.inthe past by
the Abu Sayyaf The motive of the

attack 1s still unkoown, but rebels

Lad previously targeted civilians
in Basilan °

Bastan 15 a known stronghold
of the Abu Sayvaf, whose leaders
have pledged allegiance to the
Islamuc State, The Abu Sayyaf has
been fighting for 2 separate Islamic
state 1n the country. AL JACINTO
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| bullet’ on rebels

e Y AN

NELA: BULLETIN

NAYION'S [XADING MEWEPAPER

Reds

i .,.mnm:.musa BEDUCOS i
" g GENAIYND I(ABII.ING 4

wgmsas, resident Duterte on Sunday
| H’_A{' vowed to “use every smgle
. |- bullet” against the Communist |
* w:  Party of the Philippines-New

: People’s Army-National Democratic

! Front ‘{CPP-NPA-NDF) rebels, which
I he went on to tag as “terrorists” and
“bandits.”

. “They can carry on with their at-
“Ttacks and We afe prepared‘Mairam
tayone, assets, maraming eroplano,
may mga jets na tayo (We have assets
now: planes, we even have jets now),”
he told the medis afterhis visit -
to the wake of three soldiers in >8

1~ erno;-bubaten-pud nako-(Use ail the alright The - mostignominions thing fo

Reds are... «

Camp Evangelista Chapeli, 41D Fatag,
Cagayan de Oro. The soldiers were
reportedly killed in brutal fashion last
February 1 in Malaybalay, Bukidnon by
NPA rebels. )

“Hutda na ang bala hantod sa
katapusan... mao man ilang gusto. Kung
unsa ilang gibuhat sa sundalo sa goby-

bullets until the last one because that’s
what they want. I'il be sure to repay
them what they did to our soldiers),”
he added. - '

However, he said he was leaving it
to the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) to undertake a full offensive
against the rebels. .

“Well, I leave it to the military to
do it, it's their _]ob T'H never mterfere.”
he said.

Duterte also said he was now con-
-sidering the CPP-NPA-NDF as a ter-

rorist group, tagging them further asa’

group of bandits.

He then ordered the arrest of the
CPP-NPA-NDF members, who will be
returning from the third round of peace
talks recently held in Rome, Italy, add-

ing that the Geneva Convention proto-
cols should no longer apply to them.

Page:
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" “Their leaders that I released that
went tn Oslo, sasabihan ko ang militar
at ang immigration to be on the lookout.
Arrestuhin niyo sila ulit (I will order the
military and the 1mmigration to be on
the lookout and rearrest them),” Du-
terte told the kin of the slain soldiers.

_~ Duterte had ordered that the re-
lease of 21 NDF consultants to the
peace talks be expedited in August,
2016, n time: for the first round of formal
talks in Oslo, Norway

- “Dina sila umuwi, okay. Alam moba
kung-bakit? Ang pinakaignominious na
mangyayari sa 1sang tac yung - mamatay
sa lbang bayan. Yan ang pinakasakit na:
mangyar? (They won't return? That’s

happen to a person is fo die in another
country),” he added.
Protected from re-arrest -
But Fidel Agcaoili, chair of the

NDFP negotiating panel, maintamed

that all 17 consultants released from
detention last August 2016 were in
the country already, are not hiding
and are protected from re-arrest in
accordance with the Joint Agreement
on Safety and Immumty Guarantees
JASIG)

“These consultants have been put
under the effective jurisdiction of Philip-
pine courts because they were released
only on bail and only for a six-month pe-
r1od They have been reguired to secture
court permission every time they went

rounds of tafks,” he said.

“Their bail renewal is due this
month and, as reflected in the Rome
Jomt Statement of 25 January 2017,
both thewr lawyers and the GRP have
agreed to cooperate in this regard,”

-abroad to participate in- the-last-three ————
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he added.
He also clarified that the Royal Nor-

weglan Government (RNG), the third
party facilitator in the peace talks, has
been the one providing for the travel
expenses and accommodation of the
NDFP delegation 1n formal and infor-
mal peace talks since the beginning.

: No all-out war

- Despite the cancellation of the
truce, Banaag belied speculations thai
the government is now launching an
all-out war against the rebels. She said
the troops have merely been directed
1o be on their guard against any rebel
attacks. _

“Ag the President has said, for those
who are combatants. they have to beon
their guard kasi wala naman ng cease-
fire. But it doesn’t mean to say that they
have to hunt ‘di ba,” she said.

-~ “Kumbaga it’s not war. per se, like
you have to go hunt them. However, it's
like the status before the Jeclaration of
the ceasefire,” she added

Presidential guidance

But Presidential Adviser on the
Peace Process Jesus Dureza said the
President “has clearly spoken on the
directions we afl n government should

take”

“What is nnportant 1swe all staythe
course,” he added -

Presidential qpukesperson Ernesto
Abella said the eancellation was “deeply
disappointing as final and Iasting peace
has been oneof the President’s deepest
aspiratons for the nation ”

Left-leaning Cahbinet members -

According to Banaag, Duterte had
no intention o letting o of left-leaning
members in his Cabinet despite the

trouble in the peace process

“As to thembers of té Cabitiet Who
may be inchined --- communist inelined
or leftist inclined, they are open - they
are still part of the Cabinet and they
‘have the confidence of the President,”
Banaag said

Duterte had recalled the Philippme
contingent irom the peace talks, and
asked the National Democratic Front's
(NDF) consultants, who were earlier
released o participate m the talks, to
go back to the custody of the Philippine
government.

In a press conference held at the
tomk of President Duterte’s mother
Sobng at the Boman Catholic Cemetery
here, President Duterte said he has
ordered the team from the Office of
the Presidential Adviser for the Peace
Process (OPAPP) to “haul thelr tenl:s

and come home” -

~“Let's-{ake- gmdanceﬁ:omihese
recent declarations,” he said |
. Dureza reiterated that achieving
lasting peace was difficult, with “humps
and bumps, and curves and detours
along the way”

which included the release en masse
of around 400 political prisoners, but
also by the allegedly brutal slay of three
government troopers.

~——Putertelsfrustrationwas coﬁound*w
ed not enly by the demands of the Left,
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As talks fail, Du30 orders arrest of freed detainees
W, oo

By Sendy Aranete and Lance Baconguis .
A’:ﬁg«i L Duterte declarer the

i RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte on Sunday s pansion of

; ¥ v i ] SUSPENSION 07 peale
B declared the Communist Party of the b selis with the Cor-
E  Philippines. iic armead wing. the New e e

Feopie’s Army. and the umbrelia organizallon.
ter visiting the giave

the Nanonal Democratic Front as terrorists and e 5 his motner &,
3 ‘ UH el £
ordered detainees he had Treed for peace elks o _ ~avan Catnoii D
s ' stery i Davao Chvoln

recrrasted. g
L EHl

“Frowonov on T vl consider  diers «illed by the communist b
ST TBASNDE ©oiemorist reb~15 i, Jamy Trangelistz on iy

Jdiooe
eraup.” Dmerte said one doy ar- agevan dc- O*o \_,It) Dutﬂne

—verordenng an-snd lu-peacetalks :

W 11;1 the conumunis: rebels, Bmeau of hmmrrratlon to be on
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o these sons-oi-biiches. VWhe do tants tha: he heo freed for by

fl=y tmnl ey are?” the Presi-  peace zlls. including
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Tiamzon,

“Arrest them all again,” Duterte
said, ’ '

The President was visiting the
wake of three soldiers killed by
NPA rebeis on Wednesday last
week, the same. day that the com-
munist group announced the ter-
mination of their unilateral cease-
fire with the-government

The Armed Forces of the Philip-

— pines-reported o Friday that the

three soldiers were killed by NPA

[rebels.

On the same day, Duterte lifted
+the government’s unilateral cease-
fire with the communist group.
> Addressing soldiers and fami-
lies in a mix of Bisaya, Tagalog,

and English, the President fore
.into the CPP-NPA-NDE.

2 In calling off peace talks,
Duterte condemned the insurgents
Afor resuming hostilities, saying he
awas ready for a prolonged conflict,

“I told the soidiers to prepare

for a long war. T said [peace] will
not come during our Beneration,”

*he said Jate Saturday,
> The two sides separately de-
<lared ceasefires in Angust, and
the informal arran ement largely

held as they continued di

The President said he was nowr
‘ordering  government negotia-
‘tors to “fold their tents and return
home from overseas talks with the

discussionis 7, accordance with. the

rebel leaders.
"1 am not interested in talking to

“them [the rebel leaders]. 1 wail re.

fuse to tall: about it
tnld reporters,

“We have been fightng for 50
years. If you want t extend it for
another 50 vears, s0 he it, we will
be happy to accommodate you,”
he added.

His order came after the rebels
announced an end to their five-
month-old ceasefire last week, ac-
cusing Duterte’s admmistration of

anymore,” he

treachery and human nghts abuses, -

~The government responded
by calling off 1ts own unilatera]
ceasefire with the 1ebels

Duterte also denounced the
4,000-strong communist NPA for
killing four soldiers in attacks last
week, saving one of the victims
bad been riddled with 76 builets,

The commumist insurgency m
the poverty-stricken country. that
began in 1968, 1s one of fhe lon..
gest running in the world and hag
claimed an estimated 30,660 lives,
according to the miliary.

The NDF on Sunday said it wag
willing tc continue peace talks,
even 3s Duterte announced thejr
cancellation.

“The NDF stands i m its
commutmnent to struggle for a just

and lasting peace. in_ the .countrv —as-ef34

national
and democtatic aspirations of the
Filipino people,” Fidel Agcaoili,

NDF chief begotator, said mn a
-statement sent to Ieporters

Ageanili said that it has yet to

receive a formal notice from gov-
ermnment Peace- panel -headed by
Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello
I on the termination of peace
negatiations with the communist
rebels _ '

“The NDF hereby states that
it 15 warting for the formal notice
from the GRP Negotiating Panel
on its termmation of the peace ne-
gotiations as mandated in the J, oint
Agreement on Safety and Immy-
nity Guarantees (Jasig) which de-
fines the mode of termination,” he
added._—t e Pl I

NDF peace panel spokesman
Dan Borjal, on the other hand,

. accused the Armed Forces of the

Philippines for violating its own
ceasefire

“The AFP took advantage of
ceasefire for what they call clear-
ing baangays of NPA influence
in the guise of peace and develop-
ment missions,” he said,

In the same Statement, Agcaoili
said that ail 17 NDF consultants
who were granted release from

~ detention last August 2015 by

Duterte were “all n
pines and ar¢ not in hiding,” -
“Those who took part in the
third round of formal talks in
Rome, Italy from 19 to 25 Jamary
2017 have returned to the counfry

the Philip-

~They ate all pro-
tected from rearrest i accordance
with the Jasig.” he said

“These consultants have been
putunde: the effective junsdiction
of . courts because they were re-
leased only on bail and only for a

S trd=lie TEIRll P
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six-month period- They have been  prisoners is for Duterte to exercise
required to secure court permis- political will to release them fm-
sion every tume they went abroad mediately.
to participate in the last three “So it’s a logical pitfall to pass
rounds of talks Their bail tenewal them all off as common criminals,
is due this month and, as reflected when the prosecutorial practice
in the Rome Jomt Statement of 25  has since been to veer away from
Jarmary 2017, both then lawyers their politics. They’ve'been griev-
and the GRP have agreed to coop-  ously wronged upon arrest,”
eraie 1p this regard,” he added. “Tt’s an added insultto ask them
Agcaoith sad the Norwegian to rely on a system they have
government, as third party facili- sought to change, inside and out-
tator in the peace talks, has been side the courtroom, to vindicate
covering the travel and accom- themselves,” she added - :
modatinn _expenses of the NDF - A military source said Sundav
__ delegaton - that intelhgence agents have been —— —
NDF legal counsel Knssv Contl alerted to keeptiackof 23 detain-
scored Duterte for failmg to appre-  ees. all identified as NDF consul-
ciate the problem of political pris-  tants, who took part in the peace
oners, whom he refused to release  talks in Oslo and Rome.
until an agreement was reached. Among them were Benito
“Duterte yet befrays his nusap- Tiamzon, chairman of the CPP
preciation of the problem of politi- and the NPA and wife Wilma,
cul prisoners, branding them iegiti- CPP-NPA secretary-general, who
mate objects of enforcement of law  were released Aug. 19, 2016,
and order, and callng on them 1o Also mecluded were Loisa Mag-
face charges in court,” Conti said patoc, thead of the Far South
“Palitical prisoners may indeed Mindanao command of the CPP-
carry criminal indictments, but the NPA; Reynante Gamara, alleged
impetus for their arest lies latgely. secretary of CPP’s Metro Manila
on political motives. Most of them  Regional Party Comrnittee; Tirso
are supporters, suspected rightly Alcantara, spokesman of NDF
or wrongly, of rebel causes It’s Southern Tagalog region; Adel-
e mix of the outspoken and the berto Silva, secretary-general of
timid, the politicized and the ‘col- the CPP-NPA; Cochita Araneta

lateral damage’ but in common. Bocala, leader of CPP Panay Is- _

they've heen set apart by the state land Regional Party Committee;

ki

--te-generally -answer for-supposed — and Alan Jazmines;member-ofthe

crimes of the NPA. charged en CPP central committee and sec-
masse and by alias,” she added retary general of the party With |

Conti maintamned that the solu- John Paolo Bencito, Francisco
tion for the problem of political Tuyay, AFP
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By ALEXIS ROMERO and CHRISTINA MENDEZ

L. B R, T e B il L

A day after temmatmg the

peace talks, President Duterte
labeled commumisi rebels as
perrorrsts-and ordered the
frest of jailed leftist leaders
who weare allowed to join the
Hegotiations.

Dhiterte said the rebels com-.

mitted atrocities despite the
;roodwill gestures displayed
by the government.
“Nagmamagandang loob ia
pa nge. ‘papehiya pa ako sa mga
sdgot ng p* " in*™* akula mo
kg sine (You show goodwill
‘and yet those sons.of b****
‘who were acting as it they
verve somebody embarrass
aue with their answers),”
Duterte said during his visit
#n the wake of three soldiers
esterday in Cagayan de Oro
&ty
- - “You give them all the

NDF (Commurist Party of
the Phutippines-INew People’s
Army-Naional Democratic

Front) a {errortst group,™he——

acdded. :
. The NIE, the communist

‘group’s political arm. repre-

sents the CPP and its armed
wing the MNPA in the peace
talks.

“I am asking the miliiary
and ihe immigration to be
ont the lookout. Arrest them
again,” he added.

“Do not ever return here or
they will land in Muntinlupa,”
the President suid *© -

Duterte disclosed that the
government had to talk to
the judiciary te facilitate the
release of rebel leaders who
are part of the communist ne-
gotiating pariel.

“They wera released on

you (respond tc me with participate in Oslo talks. The

stupidity)...From now on I
il consider the CPP-NFA-

S B

Lemr

only way 10 do thai is to give
them the mght 1o bail. Actu-

ally, they are leaders. They’re
not qualified but we have
to convince the judges,” the
President said. )
“Despite. the objections of
the judiciary, nakiusap ra lang
Jum: (we just pleaded) so the
talks will succeed because
personally, I'm desperately
trying to find away to end this
50 years of war,” he added. “By
- the way that they behaved,
they do not want it and so 1
will oblige.” C

Fterror group

“You're wanted upon youi
arrival. T will arrest you and
place you back in prisen QK7
Now if you do not want to go
back, you are fugitives, we

cancel ycur passports and -

Tnfornithie international police

lor an mmternational warrant,”
he said. ' '

“New if you want to seek
asylum in the Netherlands.
Go ahead. You know the riost
igneminious thing that can
happen to aFilipinois to diein
somebody else’s country. You
want that for yoursel{?T'il give
it to youw.”

Security forces
ready

With the peace talks now
terminated, Duterte said se-
curity forces are ready for any
rebel offensive. .

“They can begin their at-
tacks and we are prepared. I
will use the assets We have

1

aries;, we have jets, T
will use all of them. I leave
it to the military to do its
job, I will not interfere,” the
President said.

The government, however,
is ready to accept NPA mem-
bérs vho will surrender (o live
peaceful hves :

“I'm offering you peace. Tust

godown and I'll find money fo

place vou m settlement and 1]
proceed with the land reform.”
‘Duterte saad ~~ - -

Duterte, whe considers
himselt a leftist, said the NPA
members are just bandits and
that the Geneva Convention
does not apply to them.

-—The Geneva -Conventions

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC & 1., fere are free to seek asylum 289M

" Duterte sa1d the communist

Army Cg inthe Netherlandsif they want e, Se

to avoid arrest.

are rules that apply only in
times of armed conflict and
seek to ‘protect people who
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: are not or are no longer tak- IBLIG A
ing part in hostilities; these
include the sick and wounded
of armed forces on the field,
wounded, sick and ship-
wrecked members of armed
forces at sea, prisoners of war
and civilians -

Duterte said achieving
peace with the commurusts
does not seem to be possible
within his generation '

On Saturday, Duterte an-
nounced that he 1s scrapping
the peace talks with com-
mumst rebels and instructed
government negotiatcrs to
“fold up the ients and come
home.”

He made the statement after
the government and the com-
murusts hifted their respective
unilateral ceasefires tollowng

ﬁsﬂgﬁ'&ﬂlﬂﬂt vverthe NDFs ————" the peace panelwill.endeavor |

demand to free hundreds of
people whom 1t clarms io be
political prisoners.

The NDF is demanding the
release of about 400 prisoners,
saying it is in line with the
Comprehensive Agreemeriton
Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian
Law signed in 1998.

Duterte has refused to yield
to the demand, which he de-
scribed as tantamount to grant-
ing amnesty The government
has so far freed 23 rebel leaders
and has allowed some ranking
INPA members tojoin the peace
talks. '

“We started with 15 and we

——— came up with 23 leaders and

-— — now-it's 400-I-that's-the-rase,——

we might as well surrender,”
the President said

Duterte said the peace talks
would remain canceled “un-
less there is & compelling rea-
son that will benefit the interest
of the nation ” - :

The President lifted the
ceasefire atter NFA rebels
killed three soldiers in Bukid-
non and kidnapped two others
last week,

Fresidential spokesman
Ernesto Abella said the termi-
nation of the peace talks was

—— disappointing
| “Prestaent Duterte has de-
" clared the suspension of peace

. ing as final and lasting peace
has been one of his deepest
aspirations for the nation,” he
added.

CAFFAIR! ¢n

“This is deeply disappoint-

Hours before Duterte called

the rebels terrorists, Presiden-
t1al Communications Assistant
Secretarv Ana Maria Banaag
said the government remains

| open to talking peace with the
rebels

“T'he members of the peace

panel would still talk about,
you kiow, permanent peace

and how to go about the pa-

rameters of going through a

permanent ceasefire,” Banaag
told state-run radio station
dzRB.

“Its really hard for them
also to control their people
on the ground. However

still to talk and negotiate for
peace,” she added.

Banaag said the President
would not bar leftist officials
from joining Cabinet meetings.

“Malacafiang is open to all
negotiations...they are still

art of the Cabinet and they
ﬁave the confidence of the
President,” she said.

Banaag also said the mili-
tary would continue te join
the fight against drugs despite
the lifting of the ceasefire with
the rebels.

Kot giving up
Ol peace
Presidential Adviser on the

Peace Process Jesus Dureza _

Lsares of national pricle

A GMA News Qnline re-————

2@gmall.q| port quoted Dan Borjal, NDF§ 5285 |

spokesman, as saying that the
NDF ig still willing o continue
the peace talks with the gov-
ernment.
= The MDF believes that the
peace talks can resume without
a ceasetire agreement, Borjal
' added. E ;
— "In past administrations
talks could be held even with-
out ceasefire. Ten mmportant
- agreements were signed then,”
Botjalsad .~
Duterte announced he was
I abandoning the peace talks
I while the communist leaders
are still abroad for the nego-
trations. They were iz Rome
1n January for the third round
of the peace talks The tourth
round of the peace talks was — - -
set on Feb 22 to 25 in thé
| Netherlands & =
Commumnst leaders like
Jose Maria Sison, CPP found-
etr; and Luis Jalandom, who
was NDF’s long-time chief
negotiator, have been living
1n self-exile in the Nether-
lands
“I don't knovr 1f they will
be granted asylum there but
with the rebellion, 1f vou are
just amember, it'snota grave
offense maybe. But the lead-
ers, they should be in prison
without bail,” Duterte added.
Al the same time, Duterfe
called on the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) to con-
duct all-out offensive operations

said the government could not
-give up on peace but would
have to follow Duterte’s track

in achieving this.

“1f there 1s anyone who
passionately dreams of —and
works on - bringing about
sustainable peace in theland,
it is President Duterte. His
judgment calls are directed
towards this goal. At the mo-
ment, he has clearly spoken
on the directions we all in
government should take
Let’s take guidance trom
these recent declarations,”
Dureza said.
© #As ] always say, the road

not easy to traverse, There are

talks hetween (g ment)

and CPP-NDF-NPA. He will ny Care
likewise direct the Philippine
delegation to return home,”

Abella said.

RUTHpS afid burmps; and curbs— ————

and detours along the way.
What is important is that we
all stay the course,” Dureza

added.

_Agamst the communistrepels, .
He said he need not outline
the directives o the mbtary
“because they know their jobs.”
“If they (INPA) wani to ex-
tend 1t for ancther 50 years,
'so be 1t [ will be happy to ac-
commodate vouw.” he added,
stressing that he tried to walk

sthe extra mile for peare

Among the communist
leaders who were released

24

T
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talke were: Benito Tiamzon
and wife Wilma; Concha Ara-
neta Bocala, Adelberto Silva,
Altredo Mapano, Ernesto
Lotenza, Tirso Alcantara, Edu-
ardo Genelsa, Ariel Arbitrario,
Runel Saluta, Jaime Soledad,
Keneddy Bangibang, Pedro
Codaste, Porferio Tuna and
AlenJazmines, ..

They are facing charges
ranging from frustrated mur-
der to murder in relation to
NPA-1nitiated attacks during
wrarious timelines around the
country They were released
otfi bail in August last y=ar,
barely a few months after
Duterte declared a unilateral

versary of his mother Soledad
at a local cemetery in Davao
City on Saturday night, the
visibly dismayed Duterte also
said he is no longer interested
to deal with Sison. ‘

© The Philippine govern-
ment has worked for the
delisting of Sison and the
NPA trom the terror list of the
United States.

“They can retire, all of
them For those who are re-
leased by the government,
they should, on their own
volition, return here and go
back to prison or else I'll be
forced tn .. T'm alerting the
intelligence community to

keep track of where they are 77

Never too late

Senate Minornty Leader
RalphRecto sad yesterday
both sides must be pulled
back from the brink of retgnit-
ing the conflict by “reconsid-
ering incendiary statements
Vl{ssued during the past week
and revoking directives 1s-
sued.” °3

“It is never too late to give
peace another chance In the
search for a seitlemeni, nne
must never tire of negotiation,”
Recto said

“There is no constituency
for war in this country. Par-
ties must not engage in one

ceasefire with the CPP-NPA-
NDF i - - that will make all of us collat-
In & media interview atter —— eral damages of therr folly”
— == - hemarked the tifth deatiranni=———— “he said e i e
He said as the lure of fight-

ng beckons, 1t 15 perhaps time
thai both sides alze rer_rpiinded
of lessons trom the communist
insurgency, which has lasted
almost half a century. and re-
portediy killed nearly 50,000
people .

“One is for government
realize that guns alone will
not defeat an insurgency with
deeply rooted sovial causes.
And rebels must explore the
prospect that more concessions
can be won on the negotiating
table than on the battlefield,”
Recto said. ’

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said

__ .____ itappears that the NDF, the

_umbrella organization of

fow.” Diterte said—— ="~
“Those who were released
temporarily to talk with us m
Oslo, they should come back
and submit themselves to the
jurisdiction of this government
{(wwhere) they are still prisoners.
Walang pardon, walang am-
nesty; wala lahat {No parden,
no ammesty; nothing),” Duterte
added :

“Tor those serving sentence,
they should serve out (cherr
sentences).” he said. .

When asked albout Sison

SETLE OF THE ARLTY

~T li'-_l
s

all mainstream communist
organizatirns in the roun-
try, has lost control of the
CPP-NPA. e

He said Duterte also with-
drew the governmeni ceasefire
and suspended talks as a chal-
lenge to the CPP-INPA-NDF to
get their act together,
Lacson also found the de-
mana of the NDF to release
all 40¢ political prisoners as
tantamount to Duterte grant-
Ing rebels amnesty

Duterte said he sees no rea- ;)JS‘ - With Paolo Romero, Ben
son to talk with him. “I am ~J)  Serrano ‘ ,
not mterested to listen to _ . ... o o el ————
them for what they intend === 7= -t —EdmaLLani- Gne (SINAREIER CoralSinE ErRE—
to-do-Forafter v have —

= emoms Dancyrng = lan

been fighting the govern-- =

ment.”
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" BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

-————dv-Oro-yesterday: of three-seldiers killed- -rot-there, forall I-care”

PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday said he is
now considering the Communist Party of
the Philippines-New People’s Army-Na-
tional Democratic ¥ront of the Ph1l1ppmes
(CPP-NPA-NDFP) a “terrorist group.’

He issued the statement a day after he
scrapped peace negotiations with the com-
munist group, and said communist leaders
who his government had freed temporarily
to take part in peace negotations overseas
would go back to jail. '

Duterte calied off a unilateral ceasefire
on Friday, two days after the NPA did the
same. He was incensed by the killings and
abduction of government troops since the
NPA announced the lifting of the ceasefire
on Wednesday last week, and said the
communists were asking too much in de-
manding the release of about 400 political
prisoners even before a final peace agree-
ment is s:gned

return to me a stup:d From now omn, I
will consider the CPP-NPA-NDF a tetror-
ist group,” he said at 2 wake at the 4th

Malay

Tl hmzuna Hcaspapcr

PI’=-NI’ﬂ-NIII’ Nnow
a terrorist group: Rody

Infantry Division headquarters in Cagayan

by the NPA.

During the visit to the 4th ID Duterte .

said he is ordering military and immigration
officials ta be nn the lookout for leaders of
the CPP-NPA-NDF, especially those who
have been issued temporary passes for the
duration of the peace talks, and to have
them arrested.

‘] will alert the international police to
arrest them where they are because they
are wanted here. I'll cancel their pass-
ports. I don’t know if they will be granted
asylum there. But they are... they should
be in prison without bail. For those serv-
ing sentence, they should serve out their
sentence. " he said.

Among those who were temporarily
freed were CPP leaders Benite Tiamzon and
Wilma Austria. They joincd peace negotia-
tions in Oslo, Norway and in Rome. Their
Whereaboutq are unknown

paneh were supposcd to meet latt:r this
month to discuss u bilateral ceasefirc.
Duterte said if the communist leaders

1,

LY

Page: @[

seckv and are granted, asylum. “they can

Duterte said he thinks that it Would bc a
tertible thing for a Filipino to die outside
of the country and if he were in the com-
munist Jeaders’ shoes, he would hate it.

The President, in a media interview
Saturday night at the Davao Catholic
Cemetery in Davao City after visiting the
grave of his mother Soledad, said he was
scrapping the peace talks and ordering
the Philippine government’s peace ne-
gotiators who currently abroad to “fold
their tents and come home.”

“I am not ready to resume peace talks. As
I have said, I would like to tell the Filipino
people: peace with the communists might
not come in this generation " he said.

Asked if means that he is scrapping the
talks, Duterte said, “Yes, entirely.”

Further asked if he has given up on the
peace process, he said, "It is very clear to
you obviously.”

ace.—The President said hﬁJs.noiJntﬁm&L&dm____H

hstenmg to or Argumg with CPP founding

‘iee CPP > Page B6
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. 'BACK TOPRISOND -

ARREST OF NOFP
NEGOTITORS -

By Jiggér J, Jerhsalem
@jiggerjerusalemING _

President Duterte on Sunday or-
dered the arrest of National
Democratic Front of the Philip-
pines (NDEP) peace negotiators
once they set foot n the country,

“Come home because you're
wanted and upon your arrival, T
will arrest yon and place you
back m prison. If you don"t want
to go back, you're fugitives. I
will cancel your passports and 1
will inform the international
police for an international war-
rant (for you,,” Mr. Duterte told
reporters

The NDFP on Sundav said all
its consultants, whe went to
Rome ior the third round of
talks that ended on Jan. 25, were

DUTERTE ORDERS

Page: A/i

-already-in the country.

Mr. Duterte said he now con-
sidered.the New People’s Army
(NPA), armed wing of the Com-
munist Party of the Philppines
(CPP), a terrorist group. 'INQ

L]
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'PDU30 sa CPP-NPA:
Terorista kayo!

~ Matapos bisitahin
ang burol ng tatlong sun-

dalpng pinatay ng New p

People’s Army -(NPA)
kamakailan sa Bukadnon,
galit na sinabi m Pangu-
long Rodnigo Duterte ka-

‘hapon na1sang feronstang -

grupo ang NPA atpolitical
arm nilang CPP/NDF

“From now on, T will
consider the CPP-NPA-
NDF a terrorist group,”
diin ni Pangulong Duterte
sa harap ng mpa pamil-
vang naulila.

Se naturang pagbisita
ay ginawaran ng medalya
at pagpupugay sina Cpl.
Owen Yee, Pfc Pat Non
at Pfc Nifio Christopher
‘Talabor, ang mga pinatay
ng NFA sa Siiin Kaleb,
Barangay Kibalabag, Ma-
laybalay City, Bukidnon
noong Pebrero 1. .

- Nauna nang 1pinag-

utos ng Panguto kamaka-
lawa ang pagpapatigil ng
eace talks ng gobyerno
sa CPP/MPAMNDE.
Tpmahshznap na rin ng
Pangulo angmga peace ne-
gotiators ng NDF nz pansa-
mantalang pmalaya nito

Pahina. ﬁ

para ibalik sa knlungan.

“They ar¢ m the want-
ed list, so T will alert the
International Police to
arrest them where they are
because they are in [the]
wanted list. I'Il cancel
their passports,” babala
ni Duterte

Inihayag naman ni
presidential peace ad-
viser Jesus Dureza na
handa silang sundin ang
direktiba ng Panguio sa
syspensyon ng peace talks
pero umaasa patin siyang
mabubuksan muli ang
usapan sa tamang pana-
hon (Boyet Jadulco) .

7%
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Km of slain soldiers
await Duterte ’S-Visit

By GﬂMGER ORDONEZ IMAN

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY - The
families of three soldiers who were
killed “in brutal fashion” by New
People’s Army (NPA) rebels in Malay-
balay, Bukidnon last February 1 are
keenly awaiting the arrival of President
Rodrige R. Duterte so that they could
seek justice.

Janice Non, wife of Corporal
Pat Non, said she would ask justice
from Duterte, who was set to visit
the wake of the three soldiers last
night here.

Non's remains and that of Sgt. Own
Yee and Corporal Nifio Christopher

24

Talabor, are at the chapel of the Fourth
Infantry Division in Camp Evangelista,
Barangay Patag here. A

“Sobrang brutal. Parang hindi na
tao yung pumatay sa kanila (The killing
was 8o brutal. It was not a human who
killed them),” lamented Janice.

It was earlier reported that the
three soldiers, who were unarmed and
in civilian clothes at the time of the at-
tack, sustained 76 gunshot wounds — a
sordid detail that had Duterte calling off
peace negotiations with the communist
rebels Saturday night. _

Almalou Yee, widow of Yee, said that
she will also ask Duterte to give justice
to the death of her husbhand.
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~ Bt-sundalo inaga ang amawat
_ B4 biGy. (anod sa feces Norte

~ LAOAG CITY ~ Nagtamo ng malubhang sugat sa uio ang isang
barangay tanod matapos tagain ng 1sang dating sondalo sa Barangay
# 8 bayan ng Sqauat, ilocos Norte

Ang bikhma ay 5 Angel Quising. tanod «a nasabing barangay
|- habang ane suspek av.s1 John dela Cruz, dating sundalo st résidente
tin sa parehong lugar

Ayon kay Polise S/Insp. Raoldsn Suitos, hepe sa Sanat s1nasaktan
ng suspek ang kauvang esawe kaya umawat ang barangay tanod
ngunit 1sang taga ang-inabot nito sa suspek,
- Danil dito, nagtamec nz malalim na sugat sa ulo at bibig ang
biktima at sa ngayon 2y patuloy na inoobserbahan se Govemor
Roque ablan Senior Memoriai Hospita) sa Lapag City.

Inihahanda na rin ng mga otoridad ang kasong isasampa laban
kay dela Cruz.

UL
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Communlst negotlators have no control
of the NPA. So what for the peace talks?

BY RIGOBERTO D. TIGLAO
Columnist

I 3RESIDENT Dutertc announced in the

pabt two dayy ihe virtual cnd of his
pence talks with the Commumnist Party of
the Philippines (masked as the National
Democratic Front), mainly because the
communists’ armed groups have contin-
ued to attack government forces, and he

cannet allow the Republic’s soldiers and
officers to be killed with impunity.

* Duterte ‘even actually played down a
recent attack by the communists which
demonstrate their thinking, that they can
do whatever they like in the land, even

while their negotiators enjoy European

tounst sites in Oslo and Rome, when ther

-take a break from their “grueling” talks.

TedaoAd
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allegedly asked the police to keep

Strangely unreported by main-
stream media, to the credit of Henry
Sv's PR experts, but reported only by
several tabloids and, very briefly in
just several seconds, by two TV sta-
tions, the corhmunist New People’s
Army, raided January 29 the security
headquarters of the tycoon’s posh
Pico de Loro Resort in Harmilo Coast

in Nasugbu, Batangas, a favorite of

Manila's elite partly asitis just two
hours away from Tagaytay City.

A piatoon {roughly 30) of heavily
armed ‘NPA managed to enter the
area and disarm the resort’s three
dozen:security as the tebels fooled
the guards at the entrance by wear-
ing military uniforms, and pretend-

" ingto escort a comely fermale officer

of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources The rebels.

Tansacked the security office build--

ingand torched the staff house They
tool with them the security detach-
ment’s 16 shotguns, four M-161ifles,
three handguns as well as several
laptops, handheld radios and cell
phones, The NPA commandeered
a silver Toyota Hi-Ace and three
Mercedes-Benz cars, which they
used to even ride thiough the resort
and flee through the back gate.
Sources said the raid was a warn-
ing to Sy and his 1esort to pay an
extortion amount of P500,000
monthly euphemistically called.
“revolutionary taxes,” which the
NPA two months ago had demand-
ed but which the magnate’s execu-
tives ignored. Sy's people, however

= RIGOBERTO
S TIGLAO

“political detainees” the commu-
nists demanded. Indeed, “political”
their motive may be, but it was to

.. topple the Republic. The nulitary

would probably revolt 1f Duterte
ordered then release: Many of these
“political detainees” were NPA
regulars, who had killed government
soldiers in ambushes.Jt would also
be tantamount to refirming fc the
field the communists’ cadres corps
captyred over so many years.

To be fair, though, the cornmu-

founding chaiiman Jose Ma. Sison
and 1ts recent chairman, Benito
Ttamzon, actually do not have
control over the local communist
party organizations and the NPA,

-especially in the countryside.

The communists practically have
become similarto the Mafia organiza-
tion in the US in the 1930s, its leader-
ship a collectrve of peers—mainly of
regional commanders—headed by a

3 ne G2 Bel -95EE _goar

ren

Wi et

-nist negotiators, even the party's:

boss they agree to recognizz, whowas -

Tiamzon for nearly a decade.

Tiamzon had relied on Sison,
whose rolesince the 1970s has been
as the communists’ writer par =xcel-
Tence and demagogue, to churn out
documents that portrayed a unified
party led by its chairman, “Armando

the NPA raid underwraps, since the
incident would frighten and drive
away potential buyers of the high-
end lots and condominium units
at the Pico de Loro resort.

Making a fool out
of Duterte

Asource claimed that the NPA raid,
other than the NPA's ambush of an
Army detachment in Davao del Sur
February 1 that killed a lieutenant
just months after he graduated from
the Philippine Military Academy,
convinced Duterte that the peace
talks with the NDF wete useless,

making a fool out of him,
Duterte also claimed it was im-

- Liwanag," in reality merely the per-

sonification of the collective dea-
sion of the group of regional leaders,

Aggregation of
organizations

Since the 1980s, the communists
had been esgentially an aggregation
of regional organizations plus

two “centers,” its “legal struggle”

group that directs its party-list
congressmen, and the NDF
negotiators in the Netherlands
who idolize Sison,

The local party leaders have reluc-

tantly tecognized the Sison group,
m-ihePhili

7
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| and-thatthe communists were just—despite-his-absence from the Philip

pines for nearly 30 years—a genera-
tion—because of the international

! possible for him 1o release the 400  funding from socialist groups he

ZLEnt,
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hasbeen raising, his prestige as party

OFFICE OF THE &RWY Ct founding chaifman, and the author

of the only party books published
The strongest regional organiza-
tions had been the Manila-Rizal

" organization, especially when it

was headed by the fiery, vociferously
anti-Sison Popoy Lagman; the one
in Southern Luzon built up by the
late Roger Rosal; the Visayas orga-

nization that had been headed by

the de facto chairman Tiamzon; and
that in Mindanao headed by Jorge
“Ka Oris” Madlos and strengthened
by veteran communists sull not
publicly known {which therefore I
prefer not to disclose.)

Led by cadres who practically
Liave led their entire lives in armed
struggle and in the underground—
who therefore have scanty knowl-
edge of coniempoiary society—the

enjoy their de facto fiefdois in the
guertilla areas they control. How-
ever, they support such talks since
their experience has been-— since
the Cory Aquino presidency—that
the military leaves them alone, al-

lowing them to expand and raise- -

more funds through “tevolstion-
ary taxes” whenever there are
of§going peace talks. :
The military has been averse to
wiping out the NPA and all Presi-
dents since Cory Aquino undertook
“peace talks” with them, Never in
fact has there been a President who
has ordered the military to wipe out
the insurgency—as had been done

_ OFFICE OF THE ARMY CH!

For the military; there is the negative
lesson in the case of retired Gen,
Jovito Palparan. He took every effort
to wipe out the NPA in tus area of
junisdiction in Luzon, but today suf-
fers the ignominy of bemg labeled a
“butcher,” thanks to the communists’
vast propaganda machine, and facing
charges of human-rights abuses.
Moreover, Armed Forces generals,
who are given regional comrnands
when they are already in their 50s;
prefer to “keep the peace” in their

-areas of jurisdiction, as fights with

the NPA could get out of contro]
and that would endanger their
quiet retirement when they 1each

iz s

" Tegional oiganizatinas have litile”
interest in the peace talks, as they

in mosL_outbasL.Asm-cmmamsm-edqungles in-the-countty, —

s8s Army thais 7 s e 0F natona’ e

bodyguards.
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Decentralized
communists

The Philippine communist .
organization actually had been a
decentralized one, since its founding,
despite Sison’s success in portraying
itas beiugled tightly by an “Amado .
Guerrero,” his nom de guerre: After ..
its establishment in 1968, it was the
NPA commander Dante who had .
been revered as the real revolutionary
leader, whowasstartingto develop the
kind of legendary status revolutions ]
Tequite to inspire the masses to vevolt. | iq
When Darite and Sison were cap- ;,
tured 1n 1976, the party consisted of
powerful factions led by such nearly 1
charismatic communist leaders as -

NI'A veteran Rolly Kintanarwholed _
the Mindanao msurgency that made
even Davao City nearly 1 Red base,
Popoy Lagman who headed the
Manila-Rizal organization and com-
manded the dreaded Alex Boneayao
urban guerrillas (and deadly assas-
sins), and' Ka Roger of the Southemn i
Luzon regional party. P
After their assassinations, their
successors have maintained the !
quasi-autonomy of their regional
organizations, and therefore do t:
not simply follow orders from the =
NDF negotiators, whom they don't =
even, really respect as these figures @
have spent more than three decades
abioad moving from one European i
capital to another while they have J

suffered terribly in mosquito-infest- & -

This then is essentially the prob- .2
iem that has emerged every time 7
thete have been peace talks since
the Cory regime.

- There is no real central commu- =
nist leadership to deal with. The
people that various admunistrahans !
have talked tc fora peace settlement ~
have not been in command of the *
NPA. ‘They just do whatever they
want, stil] fervently believing in the =
myth of the people’s army eventu-
ally surrounding the cities, as Mao
Zedong's army did-a long time ago
inaland far, far away. -

E-mail: tiglao.manﬂaﬁmes@

77

02)-45-8555Local: 5265 5295 —————

56—There-isalso thefear thar the

communists would retaliate against
themn when they retire, and lose their

gimail.com
FB: Bobi Tiglao
AND Rigoberto Tiglao

land.
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;-\ | TOBODY wins when peace
. % negotiations collapse-not the
rebels, not the government and
most especially, not the people. It 1
vital for both: the government and
the Commumnist Party of the Philip-
piiies, the New People’s Army and
the National Democratic Front to
maintain the peace table. and find
ways ¢ Tegamn common objectives
to keep moving 1i forward.

The Philippimes has one of the
longest insurgency problems n
Asia. It has kept many villages fro-
zen in time, with hardly any new

W OPLE FROM A4

bers of his Cabinet, namely, Soaal
Welfare Secretary Judy Taguiwalo,
Agratian Reform Secretary Rafael
Mariano and Labor Undersécretary
Joel Maglungsod. The chair of the
government peace panel with the
NDE former congressman Silvestre

—Bello 111 s the-current Secratary of -

Labor and Employment.

This was a bold move that even
the most conservative Filipinos
lauded for its audacity. Why not
give those who have been criticizing
every administration from Marcos
to Aquino a chance to serve? So
far, these Cabinet appointees have
demonstrated their willingness to
be good allies of the President and
the very poot

With the scuttling of the talks,
will these appointees give up their

'OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: 0acpa.anmy2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5205__|
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Kee_p talkmg, please

WINK

busmess coming then way, Most
of these ronflict affected zones

are agranan CDl’Ill'ﬂl]IllUES, .‘sCﬂJ’TEd .

with injustices passed on from
generation to generation

Thewr economic liberation
can only come from one source:

genuine peace.

With the election of President
Rodrigo Rua Duterte, hope soared
on the peace front. He personally

knew Joma Sison. The founders of
the Moro National Liberation Front

and the Moro Islamic Liberanon
Front were his friends. Every ex-
temporaneous speech delivered
the same refrain-he abhors confhct
.and would du evervthing possible
to bring about genuine peace on the
negotiating table radiating outwards
to every rebel stronghold.
Over the weekend, President

Keep talking, please

positions? I hope nnt. For the streets
ace where noise is made but let’s face
it, how many effigies can really take
the place »f a prvate conversation
with the President? [ believe that the
presence of these NDF-nominated
officials in the Cabinet would con-
tinue-te-ensich- high-level discus-—
sions aboul anti-poverty programs,
especially i the countryside.

The NDF is an organizatiun
sieeped in the art of propaganda.
They wouldn't have [asted this long
had they not been persistent, if not
excellent, 1n selling therr 1declogy,
and connecting to enough voters,

_especially in the hinterlands, to
* Jand seats 1n Congress Now theyare

faced with a President who is just as
good, 1f not bolder, m stiategic and
tactical communications.

In the current propaganda wat,
the Fresident is winning, hands
down. For one, the decision to lift
the ceasefire last Wednesday did not

- even come from CPP founder and

chief peace negotiator Joma Sison.
It emanated from a cerfain Jorge
“Ka-Oris"-Madlos,a spokesman —
of the National Operations Com-
mand of the New People’s Army.
The failure of President Duterte to
release all political prisoners was
given as the main reason for the
NPA’s lifting of the ceasefire, which
shall commence on February 10,
according to “Ka Oris.”

What is urgent is for the social
protection and anti-poverty pro-
grams of our government to take
root and flourish in old and new
conflici-affected areas. Let us prepare

Page: _&_

Duterte armouneed that the Philip- -
pine government was ierminating -
the peace talks with the communist .
1ebels “1am not mterested 1n asguing
with them," the President told the me-
dia. He lamented that peace with the
CPP/NPA/NDEF maybempossibleto
obtain within this generation.

Thus is trily unfortunate because !
buth parties werc, mmally, makmg
the night moves ~-

Within his first six months m of
fice, President Duterte had appoint- .
ed nominees from the NDF as mem-

»Ople AS -

for the bloodbath to follow, and
cut the ropes of soctal and political
injustice that have made peace a
rare commodity mn the countryside.
If the NDF and 1ty parallel units are
not prepared to give up the ideologi-
cal battle in favor of genuine peace,
thensobeit
Covernment must not be seen s
giving up the war to end 1njustice.
Emotions are high, and wounds
run deep, as both sides bury their
dead Somehow, both parties must -
find their wav back to the peace ta-
ble. The people are tred of violence
and the disiuption that comes with
it. We cannot be a country constant-
ly weighed down and interrupted by
bursts of gunfire between our own
citizens tor an 1deelogy that no one
now really needs to kill or die for.

——
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_FERNAN G. EMBERGA

LABAN, BAWI

|SA CEASEFIRE

hatinggahi. _

Sa kanyang pahayag, inirason ni Ka Oris sa pag-termi-
hate sa unilateral ceasefire ang patuloy na paglabag ng
AFP sa idineklarang tigit putukan ng GRP dahi] sa walang
humpay na fAperasyon at umano’y pagpasok ng militar sa
“people’s democratic Zovernment.” “The
August 28,2016 unilateral declaration of interim ceasefire
issued by the Centra) Committee n

tior 1015 Command of the New People’s Army

are hereby terminatad,” saad ni Ka Oris,

Idinahilan pa ng grupong rebe]de‘ang kabiguan ng
Phtlippine government na fuparin ang obligasyon nitong
bigr-an ng amnestiva at palayain ang lahat ng bilanggong!

|

pulttilal sz ilalim ng Comprehensive Apzement on Res-
pect for Human Right: and International Humanitarian
Law (CAREIHL) =t Joint Agreement on Safet: and Immu-

_Cotabato,

nity Guarantees (JASIG). a ] __.
Biyernes. inanusyo na rin nj Pangulong Rodry-
na' inutusan na niya nung Huwebes ng gabi si
AFP chief Gen. Efuardo Ang ng tuldukau wa ang 1dinek-
lavang unilateral ceasefire 1 gobyemno para 38 mga re-
beldeng komunista epektibo kmagablhan__pg Biyernes,
Febtuary 3. “Kava kagabi I degided, I called General‘Afig
and said, m-l1ft ko *yung ceasefire tonight. Wala ng ceéase-
fire.” wika ng Pangulo sd

o

isang talumpat: sa’ Noith

Giit g pangulo, 8umawa na siya ng daan para labot
ang kapayapadan sa mga rebeldeng komunista ngunit
nagdulot pa rin daw 1to sa pagkamatay ng maraming sun-
dalo, “So I reaily would 1j
cannot hidve 3 peacefyl generation. There will be always
be a fighi I'm here for six years. Siguro kung malasin, less
than. But to me, mzhirapan na tayo.” saad pa niya

Kaugnay nito, inutusan nj Duterte ang AFP na maghan-
da nang sumabak mulj sg giyera: “Take your Dosition and
be alett. Go back 1o your camps, clean your rifles and be
ready to fight,”

Kahit naglaiabanan ang mgo tropa ng pamahalaan at
mga .rebeldeng_ komunista dahil sa

2pat na round ng peace talks sa Abril sa Qslo, Norway,
“Patuluy po 'yUng peace talks, Sa buwan na ito, patuloy
‘yung informal talks tungkol sa bilatera] ceasefire,” gijt nj
Jalandoni.

- EXpress myv- sadness. We |

Nagkasundo aniya ang GRP at NDF pauels sa third

round ng peace talks sa Rome, Italy na isagawa ang fourth .

round ng pag-uusap sa Oslo, Norway sa Abri]. “Tingin .
namin, patuloy ‘vung Pag-uusap para makamit ‘yung so-

cio-econnmic reforms &aya ng land reforms at national

na ang panguna-

hing agends na rinag-uusapan ay ang pagbun ng bitatera]

ceaseqdre agreement at Pagiatapos ng hostilities, )
Edi wowl

f
|
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the land.
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RULES STAGE 2

By June Navarro
@junaviNG

“VIGAN; " ILOCOS SUR—After
two high-velooity races on flat
roadways, Rudy Roque of Navy-
Standard Insurance is bracing
for the real challenge in the LBC
Ronda Pilipinas 2017. * -

“Hopefully, I could hold on
to the lead in the mnext two
stages,” said Roque after keep-
ing the red jersey, Ronda’s sym-
.bol of overall leadership.

Jan Paul Morales, a heavy fa-

vorite who also rides tor Navy,
ruled Sunday’s second stage
held mostlv on the famed cob-

blestone streets of this town. - --—-geash,”.said Morales, who tuled.

Roque placed second in the
co-kilometer criterium race after
checking in with the same clock-
ing as Morales—one hour, 11 min-
utes and 44 seconds-—to retain
the general classification lead.

Cris Joven of Kinetix Lab-

Philippine Army came in third

along with Jaybop Pagnanawon
of Bike Extreme, Roel Quitoy of
Team Mindanao and Army's

Il

Page: ,4 Vi ‘,

Ronnilan Quita, also in 11117 44
- “The course was rongh and
we tried our best to aveid a

two -of three legs of the Ronda
last year "My teammates and I
made sure that we stdy m front
“throughout the rare.”

Royue and the Navymen wﬂl
be looking to protect their ad-
vantage both i the team and 1n-
dividual GC on Wednesday

.The 14-stage cycling Tour
takes a two-day respite before
negotiating a punishing terrain

nn. the hilly Balaan Natlonal
Park in Stage 3 (137 kilometers).
" “This will be our first big
test,” said Roque, a hational
team irack rider from Bataan
Overall, the 25-year-nld
Roque leads teammate and Stage
1 winner Ronald Lomutos by 20
seconds in the race supported by

ROQUE, NAVY RETAIN OVERALL LEAD; MORALES

~ TMVP Spo

" Fellow Navyman Archie
Cardana remained third (41 sec-
onds behind), Ismael Grospe Jr.

_of 3o For Gold lay fourth (2:28)

and Pagnanawon stayed in fifth

spot {3:41).

"Navy Standard Insurance is

well ahead in, the team GC with
a 917 gap over Go For Gold
while Kinetix Lab- Phlhppme
Army 15 13:17 back

The cyclists went through
the torturous one-kilometer
stretch on the cobblestoues of
Calle Crisologo several times in
the 2.7 km route, inspired by the
“Hell of the North,” a gruelling
stage in the Tour de France

4

from Paris to Roubarx, near the
Belgian frontier. INQ
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AFP to comply with-human rights rules during
anti-NPA operations

Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, Feb. 5 (PNA) -- Despite the government decision to lift its ceasefire Friday, Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio assured the public it will compiy with human rights
regulations in the conduct of its operations.

In the same vein, he disclosed that all military units have human rights offices, in all command levels, to ensure
that their troops comply with the above-mentioned rules.

"Our soldiers wili not violate any human rights and we will observe the rule of law, (and any military personnet
accused of such violations) will be made to answer (their) charges," Afio stressed.

President Rodrigo Duterte earlier ordered the liting of the government ceasefire in wake of unprovoked New
People's Army (NPA) attacks which left six troopers dead and three others abducted last week.

"We have enough forces, we will asses everything before we will make any troop movement or any
adjustment,” the AFP chief earlier said.

Afio added that he has been in contact with ail miiitary commanders in Eastern Mindanao and that all of the
latter are now aware of what they need to do.

"They know aiready what to do because when we (had) our command conference early last month (part of the)
contingency planning is what the military will do in case peace negotiations fail or should the NPA decide to
withdraw their ceasefire," he added.

— —Aftoalsoplaced the-mombrerof NPATombatants i the ertire tountry at 3,700 With half of tHem operating in

Eastern Mindanao.

He said that this is the reason why the AFP is focusing on community devefopment programs in the
countryside, especially those with Indigenous Peoples, so that the rebels will be denied additional recruits,

And with the lifting of the government ceasefire, the AFP chief said that they can now plan rescue operations
aimed at recovery three of the soldiers abducted in Surigao Del Norte and Sultan Kudarat early this week.

"Before (unilateral ceasefire) has prevented us from conducting rescue operations, now we plan and conduct

operations,” Afio said. (PNA)
BNB/PFN
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Military calls for vigilance anew over Abu
Sayyaf bombings

Roel Parefio

At least six bomhbings believed to be perpetrated by the Abu Sayydf in Basilan occurred last week. Philstar.com/File

ZAMBOANGA CITY — The military urged local officials to intensify their vigilance against bombing strikes
staged by the Abu Sayyaf in Basitan.

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., Western Mindanao Command {Westmincom) chief, reiterated his call following
the iatest bombing that hit the vehicle of Tuburan Mayor Dorie Kallahal Saturday.

Kallahal survived the bombing explosion but his driver and a scout ranger trooper were injured from the blast
that hit around 2:45 p.m. at Sitio Sawiti in Barangay Calut.

The blast happened minutes after the first expiosion occurred at the nearby village which prompted the local
official and the soldiers to respond and verify the attack.

Galvez said the bombing attacks was aimed at disrupting the medical services provided by the local
govemment and the soldiers.
|

“The local community must stay cautious and intensify its vigilance against suspicious activity because the
lawiess eiemenis are just waiting for time to stage atrocities that will affect the peace initiatives of the

government,” Galvez said.

At least six bombings believed to be perpetrated by the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan occurred last week.

The military and poiice authorities were not discounting the possibte diversionary attack by the Abu
Sayyaf Group after one of its senior leaders, isnilon Hapilon, got injured in an airstrike launched by government

forces in Butig, Lanao del Sur.

The military launched the attack after Hapilon, a designated Islamic State-inspired militant group leader, was
monitored in the area with the Maute group.

% |
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Rescue ops ilulunsad sa mga binihag na
sundalo

~Bombo Anne Soberano

Tiniyak ng pamunuan ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) na
gagawa sila ng paraan para ma rescue nila ang kanilang mga
kasamahan na bihag ngayon ng rebeldeng New Peoples Army (NPA).

Ayon kay AFP Public Affairs Office (PAO) chief Marine Col. Edgard
Arevaio na ang paglulunsad nila ng rescue operations ay siyang magiging
sentro ng kanilang flulunsad na combat operations laban sa rebeldeng

NPA.

- Sinabi-ni-Arevaio-na-ngayen-magagawa-na-ng-mifitar-ang paglunsadng—————
operasyon laban sa rebeldeng grupo ngayong inalis na ang unilateral
ceasefire.

Paliwanag ni Arevalo na tali ang kanilang kamay nuong panahon epektibo pa ang ceasefire at may suspension
of military operations ang AFP.

" We can now conduct combat operations against them. And the first combat operation that we can do against
them is to launch a rescue operation para dun sa ating mga sundalo," wika ni Arevaio.

Sa kabilang dako, una ng inihayag ni AFP chief of staff Genera! Eduardo Ano na alam na ng mga military
commanders sa field ang kanilang gagawin lalo na ngayon inalis na ang ceasefire at SOMO.

"We will hit them hard!" pahayag ni AFP Chief of Staff.
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President Duterte scraps peace talks with
NDFP; asks all NDFP delegation to return

home

Philippine News Agency
Prestdent Rodrigo Duterte is asking all the Philippine delegation to the peace negotiations to “fold up the tents
and come home” as he is pulling out government from the talks with the National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP).

This came after the President lifted the government’s unilateral ceasefire with the communist revolutionaries in
response to the New People’s Army’s (NPA) decision to terminate talks effective Feb. 10.

Injan interview during his visit to the tomb of his Emther on Saturday night, Duterte said, “ am not ready to
resume peace talks. As | have said...I'd like to tell the Filipino people peace with communists might not come

in this generation.”

The next peace talks Duterte said could come after his term “if there is one”. "Peace talks will remain cancelied
unless there is a compelling reason that will benefit the interest of the nation,” he said.

When asked what will happen to his campaign promise, Duterte said he has tried everything and even walked
the extra mile by releasing their leaders to pave the way for the resumption of the peace talks in Oslo, Norway.

But the President noted he was being pressed to release all 400 political prisoners. *| have tried everything...|
walk the extra mile...release prisoners...release the leaders so they can go to Osio to taik... now they want

400+ prisoners who fought the government under a rebellion kind.”
The President reiterated that releasing all political prisoners can be done only after a successful talk.

“Di ka mag release sa prisohan (You can't release from the prison) at the beginning. So what’s there to talk
about? Kung i-release ko lahat sila (If | will release them all) why bother to talk. | told soldiers to go home to

——-YOU camps, clean your guns.and.prepare.for.long.struggle.”

it may be recalied that the Duterte administration released 21 political prisoners, who are members and
consultants of the NDFP, before the start of the peace talks in Oslo in August. This is the most number ever

released in the history of the peace process.

The President’s order to pull out from the talks is the 16th disruption so far recorded in the history of the peace
negotiations between the GRP and the NDFP.

Throwback

Since 2001, the formal peace negotiations was stalled after the NDFP withdrew from the negotiating table on
account of the renewed inclusion of the Communist Party of the Philippines founding chair Jose Maria Sison
and the CPP-NPA in the US terrorist list. During the Rome talks last month, both sides agreed for the GRP
peace panel to recommend to the President to request the US government to de-list Sison from the ist.
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Talks resumed in 2004 but broke down again in 2005 when NDFP called for the ouster of then President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo.

In February 2011, both parties agreed to complete the talks but the NDFP suspended talks in June of the same
year on the issue of prisoner release. There was also the failure on the Joint Agreement on Safety and

Immunity Guarantees (JASIG) verification.

Another disruption was when the NDFP reportedly backtracked from their commitments and insisted on their
demand that the government release their 14 priority consultants, who are all facing criminal charges in various

courts, before formal peace negotiations are resumed.

Although there had been informal talks through the facilitation of the Royal Norwegian Government (RNG) as
third party facifitator, these were stymied by prejudicial questions, impediments and preconditions ralsed at the

negotiating table.

Following his eiection in May, Duterte promised to release all their leaders to open the talks again with the

reds.

True tohis promise, in June before his inauguration, Duterte sent a government team composed of Jesus
Dureza and Silvestre Bello lIf, both were later appointed as Presidential Peace Adviser and Labor Secretary
and GRP panel chair, to Oslo to initially discuss with NDFP Chief Consultant Jose Maria Sison and NDFP chair
Luis Jalandoni.

In that talk, both sides agreed to resume the talks, accelerate the process for negotiations and reconstitution of
the JASIG, among others.

During his inauguration in July, Duterte deciared a unilateral ceasefire before the formai peace talks started in
August although this was lifted shortly after an attack of government forces in Composteia Valley. The
President restored the unilateral ceasefire before the start of the formal talks in August, last year.

On Aug. 22, the first round of formal peace talks resumed in Oslo. It was also in the first round that the NDFP
declared on Aug. 26 its own unilateral ceasefire that the NPA is terminating effective Feb. 10.

At the third round on Jan. 18 — 26 in Rome, significant milestones were sealed by the both sides: the signing of
the supplemental guidelines for the Joint Monitoring Committee on the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect
for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL) that will govern the process of filing
complaints for human rights violation of both sides; the signing of the ground rules for GRP and NDFP

commitiee work on the socio-economic reforms; signing of completed drafts on Political and Constitutional
Reforms; and their commitment to move the talks forward despite some setbacks.

Forward

The GRP and NDFP ceasefire committees are supposed to meet on February 22 in Utrecht, Netherlands to
discuss the GRP draft proposal for a bilateral ceasefire and the depositing of the list of names of NDFP

consultants using aliases.
The fourth round of talks is supposed to take place April back in Oslo.

During the Saturday night interview, Duterte said he is no longer interested. He added, "l am not interested
arguing with them.
4]
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Duterte tags CPP-NPA-NDF as terrorists

By Alexis Romero {philstar.com) | Updated February 5, 2017 - 6:53pm

; e ki ' CA

T UTTTUYhIs phito shows members of the New People’s Armiy in the hinterlands of Davao during the anniversary celebration of the Communist Party of the
Philippines, AP/File
MANILA, Philippines — A day after terminating the peace talks, President Rodrige Duterte labeled communist
rebels as terrorists and ordered the arrest of jailed leftist leaders who were allowed to join the nagotiations.
Duterte said the rebels commitied atrocities despite the goodwill gestures displayed by the government.

“Nagmamagandang loob ka na nga, ipapahiya pa ako sa mga sagot ng p™™ in*** akala mo kung sino (You
showed goodwill and yet those sons of b**** who were acting as if they were somebody embarrass me with
their answers),” Duterte said during his visit to the wake of three soldiers Sunday in Cagayan de Oro.

“You give them ali the leeway and everything and you (respond to me with stupidity)...From now on | will
consider the CPP-NPA-NDF (Communist Party of the Philippines—New People’'s Army—National Democratic

Front} a terrorist group,” he added.
The NDF represents the CPP and its armed wing the NPA in the peace falks.

“Their leaders from Oslo, | am asking the miiitary and the immigration to be on the lookout. Arrest them again,”

—he added; e
Duterte, who considers himself a leftist, said the NPA members are just bandits and that the Geneva
Convention does not apply to them.

He said that the communists have been waging an armed struggle for 50 years and that achieving peace with
them does not seem to be possible within his generation

On Saturday, Duterte announced that he is terminating the peace talks with communist rebels and instructed
government negotiators to “fold up the tents and come home.”

He made the statement after the government and the communists lifted their respective unilateral ceasefires
foliowing a disagreement over the NDF’s demand to free hundreds of people whom it claims to be political

prisoners,

rpose; Senving Z eople-Securing the land.
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The NDF is demanding the release of about 400 prisoners, saying it is in line with the Comprehensive
Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law signed in 1998.

Duterte has refused to yield to the demand, which he described as tantamount to granting amnesty. The
govemment has so far freed 23 rebel leaders and has aliowed some ranking NPA members to join the peace

talks.

“We started with 18 and we came up with 23 leaders and now it's 400. If that's the case, we might as well
surrender,” the president said.

Duterte said the peace talks would remain canceled “unless there is a compelling reason that will benefit the
interest of the nation.”

The president lifted the ceasefire after NPA rebels killed three troopers in Bukidnon and kidnapped two others
iast week.

Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella said the termination of the peace talks was disappointing.

~ 7 President Rodrigo Dutérte ias declared the suspension of Peace Talks between (government) and CPP-NDF-

NPA. He will likewise direct the Philippine delegation to return home,” Abella said.

“This is deeply disappointing as final and lasting peace has been one of his deepest aspirations for the nation,”
he added.

Hours before Duterte called the rebeis terrorists, Presidential Communications Assistant Secretary Ana Maria
Banaag said the government remains open to talking peace with the rebels.

“The members of the peace panel would still talk about, you know, permanent peace and how to go about the
parameters of going through a permanent ceasefire,” Banaag told state-run radio station dzRB.

“I’'s really hard for them also to control their people on the ground. However, we will endeavor — the peace
panel will endeavor still to talk and negotiate for peace,” she added.

Banaag said the president would not bar leftist officials from joining Cabinet meetings.

“Malacafang is open to all negotiations and as to members of the Cabinet who may be inclined — communist
inclined or leftist inclined, they are open — they are still part of the Cabinet and they have the confidence of the

President,” she said.

Banaag said the military would continue to join the fight against drugs despite the lifting of the ceasefire with
the rebels.
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Duterte orders lifting of ceasefire with CPP-
NPA

Philippine fnformation Agency

President Rodrigo Duterte announced on Friday, January 3, that he has lifted the government's unilateral
ceasefire with Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army (CPP-NPA).

"Kagabi ! decided, | called General [Eduardo] Afio and said, ni-lift ko ‘yung ceasefire tonight. Wala ng
ceasefire," President Duterte said in his speech during his visit to M’Lang, Cotabato, for the taunching of the
M’lang Solar Powered irrigation System (MSPSIS).

The communist groups have demanded the release of 400 poiitical prisoners, which the President denied.
Duterte also said that he had lost a number of soldiers in the hands of the rebel groups despite the truce.

"I really tried but the demands are just too huge that it is impossible to meet oreven workouta .

compromise," he said.
"So | really wouid like to express my sadness. We cannot have a peaceful generation. There wil always be

fight," he added.

The President stressed that his decision to release the leaders of communist groups and to resume peace
talks with them showed his sincerity and eagerness to end communist insurgency in the country.

However, he said that releasing 400 political prisoners could not be possible since the decision would not only

come from him.
"Unreasonable demands...I would have wanted very much, talagang gusto ko -— it's about 50 years in the

making. But let it not be said that | did not try. So | guess that peace with the communists cannot be realized

during our generation. Maybe years from now," he said.
“Therefore I'm asking the soldiers, 'Go back to your camps clean your rifles and be ready to fight.' | am sorry

but that is how it is," the President said.
From M'Lang, the President proceeded to Kidapawan City to visit the wake of PO2 Jerome Ruefa who was

killed from a pursuit operation in M'lang, Cotabato.
He also visited the wounded police personnel from the same pursuit operation: PO1 Angelito Edep and PO2

Joselex Avena who are confined at Kidapawan Medica! Specialists Hospital.

— Hethenrwent back to Davao City to visitthe wake of 2Lt Wiguel Victor Alejo at St Peter Chapel & Funeral

Homes in Panacan.
The 26-year-old junior officer from the 67th Army Infantry Batallion was killed in an encounter with members of

NPA last Wednesday in Barangay Lambog, Manay, Davao Oriental.
Alejo was with a team comiposed of police and army soldiers dispatched to respond to reports regarding NPA

rebels extorting money in Barangay Rizal.
The troops were wayiaid as they were heading for the village, leading to the death of Alejo and the wounding of

army Private Jocno Sumatin. (PND)
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