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AFP: War won’t
e easy

20 NDF cor;;spl}?;nts'placed under lookout order

R g A <.  he military yesterday - But Marine Colonel Edgard Are-
- y:m‘mﬁﬁ" said it is committed valo, chief of the Armed Forces of
arnid meﬁnmﬁ'ﬁ' to defeat the New the Phi]ippine—Public Aﬁmrs Ofﬁce

' | People’s Army (NPAY, (AFP-PAQ), said defeating the enemy

task, especially if

|
to communities

! vowing to cripple its military  won't be an easy
i capability and infrastructure they are holding on
i as well as its will to fight. to survive.
| «This is not going tobe an easy One.
' It's not easy to fight your owIl people.
| It's not easy to fight the NPA rebels
' who are trying to hold on to communi-
5 ties.” Arevalo said, following the order
| of President Duterte of an all-out war
; against the NPAS. :
i = «put for all intents and purposes. it
we are to attain a lasting peace, if we
== - are o end this particuiar wat that we
“have been fighting for more than four
decades now then we have to defeat
them and thesr capabilifies and all viher
aspects of,” he gaid - : :
~ Arevalo said when talking about an
all-out war, it only means the military
will use all available assets of the AFP
to accomplish thelr mission of defeating
the enemy.
«By all-out, however, we do not
mean we are going tobe indiscriminate
in our conduct of operations,” Arevalo
said. . _
“Qur operaflons wili always and has
always been focused and determined
but we are not going {0 pe indiserimi-
nate,” he added. ' '
o Asked if the military has set a tme-
' = __linein defeating the enemy, Arevalo said
thereéigmone. ~ "7 N
“We dow't have any timeline given
to ourselves and there is no timetable

FICE OF THE ARM : s AFF
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President,” he said.

- «We willbe deliberate, focused, and
surgical with our operations. Our inten-
tion is to defeat the €Y. to defeat
tho New People’s Arm not only their

Army Care : Servi i
y Purpusa: Serving the people. Securing the land



. «We have been as we are always

DOVE o oaparfmioo L Jrmm jr o= my: = = B
v 20028, & worlz-siase armi thar is & 3DUFS8 07 naliona price

Arame visicr: B

committed to surgical, deliberate

structure, the support system if there
is still remaining,” Arevalc said.

“We will destroy the enemy’s will
to fight, .. we will encourage the sur-
render of most of their people who have
already seer the light and are now
wanting fo be part of the mainstream
_ritizens of our-country,” he said.

Arevalo said that now that gov-
ernment has declared an all-out war
against communist rebels, the AFP’s
main focus will be 1n Northeastern
‘Mindanao where the concentration of
the CPP-NPA1s located. Based on latest
information, Arevalo said, the current
strength of the communist guerrillas
isS_,‘?OD. o | ) o e Ly r

sOur current concentration will be
i Northeastern Mindanao But thers
is no need to add additional troops
- at least as of today to augment cur

personnel currently operating there,”
Arevalo said 3 ' :

“As we have said, we already have
enough personnel, equipment and units
in those areas that we are now operat-
ing and we are thus far successful as
nanifested by the recent number of
surrenderees,” he added. :

Asked if there is a possibility that
the CPP-NPA were able 10 recruit new
members during the duration of the
unilateral ceasefire and peace talks,
Arevalo said tiey will not be surprised
if that happened.

“We don’t have an actual report on
that but we are not, we will not be sur-
prised if they condueted recruitment.
That 1s probably the reason they are

-——— angry if they see soldiers within com-

_munifies because they will nothave any .

opportunity to recruit and get public or
mass base support,” Arcvalo said.

Safety of communities assured
. Arevaio assured the people of their
safety and there will be no “collateral
damage” 1n their all-out war agamnst
communist rebels. - :

“We understand the apprehension
of the people that 1s why we are telling
them they should not be afraid of their
soldiers because your soldiers are
actually there to ensure that you will
have, that you will be free from fear,
that no one will be harassing your daily
activities, that you will be safe in your
communities,” Arevalo said. ‘

'A pianned operations. We will ensure that

|.com ~ Tel no, (02; 845-2535 L ocal: 5285, 5295

there will be no collateral damage m...
at the most we can avoid it because that
is exactly the reason or the prineiple
behind a well-planned surgical and
deliberate eperations,” he added. .-
Arevalo said these instructions of
AFP chief of statf General Eduardo Afio
- has been cascaded or disseminated
even to their ynits in the field - -

. NDF shrugs off ‘war’ -

As this developed, National Demo-

cratic Front (NDF) peace pane! chair-

‘man Fidel Agcaoili brushed aside

President Duterte’s order for anall- out

_ waragainst communisi rebels, defiantly

saying “we are used to these threats ™

" In a statement obtained by The Ma-

nila Bulletm vesterday, Agcaotli said 1f
was not the first time that a president —

'had ordered such an offensive againsi
the insurgency group, which has beén
in conflict with the government for 78
years. : ' .

“(Former) President Cory Aguino

did it in 1987 after the Mendiola mas-
sacre. (Former President Joseph) Es-
trada did it, too, after signing the VFA
(Visiting Forces Agreement) We are
used to these threats,” he said.
Agcaoill expressed confidence
that “the revolutionary movement will
persist and continue the struggle for
the national and social liberation of the
Filipino people {o bring abouta just and
lasting peace in the country =
Agcaoilt, who is m Utrecht, The
Netherlands, also acknowledged receiv-

. ing through e-mail the formal letter .

Process Jesus Diuréza, informmg the ™

NDF about the termination of the Jomt

Agreement on Safety and Immunity

Guarantees (JASIG). ol TR

«We mtend to acknowledge it today
(Wednesday) to enable the 30-day grace
period to run,” he said g '

Agcaoili pointed out that he found
it “odd” that Dureza’s letter only in-
formed the NDF peace panel about the

“termination of the JASIG snd not the-
peace negotiations,” . -

“Tt is not like the written notice of
termination sent by President Estrada
before. But Dureza’s notice will do
in effectively terminating the peace
negotiations ” he said. i

The acknowledgment effectively

of Presidential Adviser on the Peace: ™ . Mg ;
o _ . Aguirre also_told the Pr

what was the wiost successflﬁ roﬁﬁd of
t:'ﬂks spanning six presidents sinee the
- time of former President Ferdinand
Marcos ' il W
Interestmgly, Ageaoili's acknowl-
efigment yesterday came on the 78th
birthday of CPP founding chairman
arid NDF peace panel Chief Political
Adwiser Jose Maria Sison. . :

- % Lookout bulletin 4%

: Meanwhile Justice Secretary
Vitaliane Agwirre III placed NDF
consultants Tirso Lageras Alcantara
Ma. Concepcion Araneta Beeala, Pedr(; '
Heyrona Codaste, Renaote Matatan-
gay Gamara, Alan Valera Jazmines
Ernesto Epmo Lorenzo, Ma. Loida
Tuzo Magpatoc, Alfredo Amparo
Mapano, Ruben Abenir Saluta, Adel-
bgrto Albayulde Silva, Benito Enriquez
Tiamzon, Wilma Austria Tiamzon
Ariel Mancao Arbitrario, Renatn Ma.
ranga Baleros Sr, Kennedy Lao-ing
Bangihang, Jaime Sevillano Doria
Soledad, Rafae] Baylosis. Alex Birondo, -
Wl:imna Birondo, and Iorferig Turfa:
under immigration o lleti
e (ILB.O)g.r : Iqqko.ut bulI.etm

Once any of these persons are
spofted, immigration vfficers were
told by Aguirre to quickly inform the
Department of Justice (DO.J) and the
Erosecutor General “to determine

€ appropriate course ot
taken thefeafter . e % actfq?‘f? 2
General that “it it should be fdu:gl:htgi '
there is probabie cause to criminally
charge the respondents in court, to
immediately file the case and obtain
warrants for their arrest ”

R

. closes both the doors of the Philippine
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Communist rebels say they
will survive President |
Duterte’s ‘all-out war’

FROM At

By Delfin T. Mallari Jr.

-@dtmallanyrINQ
LUCENA CITY—Been there,
done that.

T Commuitst rébels on Wed-
nesdav said they had survived
full srale military offensives in
the past and were confident they
would overcome the “all-out

war"” declared by the government

after talks to settle nearlv 50
veats of msurgency were termi-
nated by Prasident Duterte

"That all-out-war order ic

nothing new to us. The rebel
movement had alreadv faced
and successfully overcorme them
before,” Clec del Mundo, spokes-
person for the New Peoples
Army (NPA) Apdlomo Mendoza
Command m Quezon province,
sald mn an online mterview on
Wednesday .

———Del- Mundo said tie tommit-
nist guerrillas, particularly in

STORY BY DELFINT. MALLARIJR.
Bl ‘Baseless propaganda,’ says
the military in dismissing
rebels’ claim of strength

B Militant groups urge peace
negotiators to resume talks
“to preserve early gains

Quezor, had been preparing to

. face the renewed offensive over

the past six months during a
shaky truce between the govern-
ment and the NPA They had
been on constant combat footing
“against pOSSlble attacks by the
enentes.” she saxd
In a statement late on Tues-
day after the government termi-

nated the foint Agreement on Se- .

curity awd Immunity Guarantees
(asig), chief tebel negotiator Fi-
del Ageaoili said the administra-
tion of President Corazon Aquino
-was the first to declare an all-out

" ‘war on the communist rebels.

f

“We are used to these
threats,” Agcaoili said in a state-
ment “The revolutiondry imove-
rent will persist and continue
the struggle for the naional and
social liberation o the Filipino
people to bring about a just and
lasting peace in the country ”

The junking of the jasig strips
rebel negotiators and thei staff
of safe conduct. clearing the way

“for their arrest
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— C Solcom’s Quidilla said the 229
‘Basel aganda’ _mﬂ.ltarv offensives would be
juBasclessprop=ga “within the bounds of the AFP

1t Gen Ferdinand Quichlla,
chef of the military's Southern
Luzon Command (Solcom) which
“1ncludes Quezon province, dis-
_missed the rebels claim of
strength and widespread mflu-
ence as “baseless propaganda.”

“We will hit them in all side2
of their bases,” Quidilla said He
cited 1ecent Army assaulis on
guerrilla zones in Masbate, Sor-
sognn, Rizal and Occidental
Mindore provinces At least one
. NPA fighter was kﬂled in the
Mindoro clash k1

afte1 the President Lerrrunat-
ed the government's unilateral

—-— ceasefire and called off the talks,

Defense Secretarv Delfm Loten-

_people,’

" rules of engagement, respect bu-

man rights and (international
humanitarian law) at all ames
—rmeaning there should be no
collateral damage.”

" “Our commander empha-
sized that in carrying cut mis-
sions, we should not abuse our
authority to mantain the frust
and confidence of the AFP Com-
mande1 in Chief and the Filipino
Quidila szd, noting
that M1 - Duterte enjoys
widespread sapport

" Causeofarmed conflict -
Amid talk of renewed hostii-
: “ties, milicant youth leaders and a

legal consultant for the National

e T . e ! N
zand on Tuesday announced an | peygerance Front of the Philip-

all-out war on the rebels through *

“surgical operations”—precise

attacks to avoid casualties
among noncombatanis.

Immediately after - Mr.
Duterte lifted the ceasefire last
Friday, Armed Forces of the
Philippines Chief of Staff Gen.
Eduardo Afio said the military
“will go after the NPA ,. and we
will hit them hard *

Mr Duterte said the rebels
made “impossible” demands and
attacked and killed several sol-
diers during the truce.

The NPA’s Del Mundo said

- Afio had once belittled the NPA
- forces. in-Quezon where he had—— -turm to the-negotiating table and_
. denounce “saboteuis” of the talks.

served as commander.
. Afo then claimed the rebels

were 50 few “they could all fit in
one tricycle;,” she said “Now he
15 belittling the strength of the
NFA 1n the entire courntry

.~ Mindanao

In Mindanao, a top Army
commander said on Wednesday
that operations against the NPA
in Lis area 1esumed immediately
after the President terminated
the government ceaseftre.

As aresult, at least seven al-
leged NPA guerrillas had sur-

rendered, said Maj. Gen. Rafael

Valencia, commander of the

pines {NDFP} urged Mr. Duterte
to resume the talks.

- The student leaders also
questioned the timing of the
scrapping of the talks—just as
the two sides were discussing an
agreemuent on social and eco-
nomic reforms aimed at resolv-
ing economic grievances and so-
cial inegualities—the main cause
of the armed conflict

- Leaders of Anakbayan, League
of Filipmno Students (LFS), Nation-
al Umon of Students of the Philip-
pines and the College Editors
Chnld of ihe Piulippines said stu-
dents would hotd rallies on Friday
to call on the government. to re-

Anakhayan secretaty genel-

al Einstein Recedes said that
Mi Duterte seemed to have
succumbed - to his emotions
while bemng egged on by the
United States, the military and
the elite oligarchy

~loth Infantry Division, which

~ covers three regions, mcluding

—Emat-add:-oacpaarmy 204 220mail —attan - NAWAL KARLOS MANLUPIG —;

the Davao provinces and south-
ern Mindanao.
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Human rights violations

“all-out war will not address
landlessness,  unempleyment
and contractualization,” Recedes
said. “Human rights violations
will enly increase without re-
solving the roots of conflyet”

“There is no fundamental

change yet. You can’t just make

the NPA sutrender,” he added

LES national spokesperson
TP Rosos said his group was
“condemning the decision arid
pmnouncemems of ihe Duterte
regime "

Rosos noted that Mr Duter-
te scrapped the peace talks fal-

lowing a U$ state department

statement that Washington-still

- considered the Communist F'ai-

'ty of the Philippines and
" the NPA as “fore1gn terrorht
orgamvatmns
Compelling reason

NDFP legal counsel Edre '
Olalia said the “compelling rea-
son” that the President wanted
to see in resuming the talks was
evident.

B
o

2

B3,

5288

“Identifying, addressing and’

resolving the roots of the armed
conflict—stark penury, massive
injustice, widespread 'landless-
niess, maldevelopment, foreign
intervention, exploitation and
oppressicn by the few versus the
many he represents—are more
than compélling reason to come
back tothe table,” Olalia said.

. The short-lived peace talks
would also show that it had
scored a lot of gains despite di-
vergent views between the gov-
crnment and the communist
rebels, hesaid - e et T

- Afic on Wednesday sad
many NDEP consultants had
gone underground, but he was
confident that “the long armi of
the law will always catch up
with them.”

“We will reduce their capac-
v to fight,” he told reporters
-after he was confirmed as chief
of staff by the CommlsSmn on
Appontments,

Afio also said that i heu of
the NDEP negotiations, the mili-
tary may hold “localized peace
talks” to give NPA fighters a
chance to “go back to the main-
_stream” —wWITH REPORTS FROM
VINCEF. NONATO, LEILA B. SALAVERRIA,

ANDELDIE AGUIRRE INQ

curing the land.
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NPA official
~ arrested

By Zaita
delos

Reyes: Reyes-
Palanca

A HIGH-RANKING
officiai of the New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) on
Tuesday was arrested
by government forces
in Bacolod City
Philippine Army’'s
3rd Infantry Division
(I} spckesperson Lt
Col. Erickson’ Rosana

——— identified the suspect

as Rowena Quilop

alias “Jhea,” deputy

secretary of the Re-

gional Finance Bureau

or the Komiteng Re-

hlyong—Negros (KR-
N).

Quilop was arrested
by police and military
operatives in San Juan
5t., Bgy.10, Bacolod City

at 6:40 p.or. on Toes-
day.

The suspect was ap-
prehended based on a
warrant of arrest for

murder.

Quilop was brought
to the Negros Occiden:
fal Provincial Police Of-
fice for proper dlsp051~
fion.
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'NPA officer linked .
to Army slay nabbed

A COMMUNITY organizer and ailegecl off:cer of the New People’s
~ Army (NPA) [inked tu ihe murder of an Army lientenant in Cadiz
- == Lity, Negros Occidental seven years ago was arrested by opera- - —

' " tives of the Criminal Investigation and Detecnon Gmup {CIDG} on
: Tuesday night - '
Army Capt. Eduardo Precigso, 303m Infantry Brlgade Ciil Military
Operations chief, said Rowena Quilop-Navarro, allegedly a finance of-
. ficer of the NPA, was nabbed on San Juan Street, Bacolod City.
. Navarro s anest was by virtue of an arrest warrant for murder
issued by Cadiz Regional Trial Court Judge Renato Mufiez, for the
killing of 1Lt. Archie Polenzo in March 2010
Precioso said Navarro was alse arrested in 2010 for arson but
- was released from jail after posting bafl. :
The suspect was again issued an arrest order for murder in 2011
_ but herlawyer, Avchie Barlbar, claimed the operatives nabbed the
Wrong person, :
“The name specified in the arrest warrant is Rowena Navarro
but the one they atrested is Rogina Navarro—C!urIop Baribar said
adding it was "a case of legal arrest.”
But Precloso insisted that “Rowena and Roglna are one and the
same person.”
—— Clanssa Sinco-Lagatan, chalrperson of human rights group Karapa- ———

— i

name of Rowena Navarro- leop EUGENE Y. ADIONG

.

FICE- OF THE ARKY CHIEF-PUBLIC AFFAIRS = ~Email-addvaepaarmy2( 2Gmmatt.com - Tel no (02) B45-8555 Lotal 3285, 5225 e — ,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army Vision: By 2028. e worla-class Army that is & source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295ccc '

_ [ W
et ?T'!é:‘h'dﬁ'!‘jg”'ﬁ

T

VLLBTIN e

m M
r‘ = x
0 -

{)9 February 2017 &

HERO'S BURIAL - The coffln of Aﬂﬁy Second Lleutenant Miguel Victor Alejols carrled |
on the shoulders of his comrades as he is lald to rest at the Libingan ng mga Bayan|
in Tagulg Cly. Alejo was the first casually recorded afier ithe New People's. Army
{NPA) ended its unllatoral eeg#eflro last‘F.ebrunry 1.(EPA} ~N

3

¢
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NELIA Alejo, mother of slain 2nd Lt Miguel Victor Alejo, who, ac-
cording to authorities, was kifled by suspected members of the New
People’s Army, mourns during his burial at the Libingan ng mga
Bayani in Taguig City. (EPA)

T
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http.//dwdd.com.ph/
2 NPA members surrender at start of AFP
offensive in CARAGA

Lui Claudio
{ Two reguiar members of the New Peoplie’s Army (NPA) in Agusan del
3 Sur surrendered to the 3" Special Forces Battalion based in Bayugan
oo oek NowTE - =\ . City on February 6, 2017. They brought with them 1 M16, 2 Garand, 1
G Tuer mownm apace carbine, 1 Light Anti-Tank Weapon and 2 IEDs.

ke~ =
viial u"‘

Ar OIL;IA;!’?I(;L =i Jerry Petelo alias Wawie and Rany Ayawon alias Dondon of the North
1 e i Eastern Mindanao Regional Party Committee (NEMRC) of the NPA
ToTTTr e T gserating i Agusan Norte and Sur cited frustration Tin T thigir leadership
after their promised allowances were no ionger given and fear of the
incoming Army offensive as reasons for their surrender. They revealed
that a lot of their NPA companions in their unit share the same sentiment
after President Duterte lifted the unilateral ceasefire earlier declared.
They said that a lot of them have already left their unit for good or are
planning to surrender. Lieutenant Colonel Patrick De Villa and Bayugan
City DILG Elba Belmonte received the rebels.

— B

401% Brigade Commander Colonel Cristobal N Zaragoza assured the duo that they will be treated well and will
be assisted in their return to the mainstream society per instruction of MGEN BENJAMIN MADRRIGAL, the
4" 1D Commander. LTGEN GUERRERO of the EASTMINCOM congratulated 401 Brigade especially CAPT
JASPER BAYRANTE and CISNP ROMMEL VILLAMOR for ensuring the safety of the two (2) NPAs when they

extricated from their main group.

The duo will be given their benefits under the Comprehensive Local Integration Program (CLIP) of the
government and incentives for the-firearms returned to start a new life.

[0
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315 Newly trained soldiers deploy in Central
Mindanao

Gloria Seloza

Three hundred fitteen newly trainad Army privates who were provided with best fraining have formally joined
the Maguindanao-based 6th Infantry ‘Kampilan® Division on February 4. This is as the government intensifies

its campaign against terrorism and insurgency.

The new socidiers are members of Candidate Soldiers Class 416-2017 and Class 417-2017, the Kampilan
Division said.
“They underwent a rigid Basic Military Training and Jungle Warfare Mountain Operations Course as well as

training on war fighting competency, disaster response and rescue operations, explosive ordnance and
reconnaissance agent, water search and rescue, and pekiti tersia kali,"8iD said.

They will be assigned o the different battalions of 61D to boost the peace and development efforts of the
command in Central Mindanao.

I\
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BY JP LOPEZ

- ARMED Forces chief Gen. Eduardo Afio
. yesterday said the military is coordinating

““with Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency

' (PDEA) in line with President Duterte’s
order for the military to help in his govern-
ment’s anti-drug campaign.

Ao said an executive order is being
proposed to create an anti-drug agency
committee which will supervise a task
force to be created to enlist the AFP in
the campaign.

The order, he said, will direct the
‘retraining of soldiers who would be de-
ployed in the task force. He, however,
said he has yet to receive an order from
President Duterte for the military to par-
ticipate in police operations against. the
illegal drugs trade.

Afio said the AFP’s support would be
limited to PDEA operations against big-tite
drug syndicates.

“The AFP will not be involved but only
the task force in cases where drug syndi-

’%g{zz‘

o5
fs,zgv_

[ ﬂ'luﬁ i Newspean:

cates have a.rmed groups,” Afio told the
Commission on Appoemtments during his

confirmation hearing

__ Ao said the AFP will prowdc troops that ._the House contingent.to the CA asked the..-.—
can suppott PDEA

The CA yesterday couﬁrmccl thc ad m-
terim appomtments of 30 senior military
officers, including Afio.

The police anti-drug operations “Oplan
Tokhang” was suspended last week to give
way to the cleansing of the PNP of rogue
members. Duterte gave the PDEA the lead
role in the campaign against illegal drugs

Duterte earlier said he will issue an EQ
or a prociamation to allow the AFP to assist
PDEA in its anti-drugs operations,

Also confirmed by the CA was Eduardo
“Red” Kapunan, a former military officer
accused in the kidnap-slay of Iabor leader

Rolando Olalia and his driver Leonor Alay-

ay, as ambassador to Myanmar.
However, the CA committee on foreign
affzirs, reset the confirmation hearing of
Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr.
upon the request of the House bloc in the

Pape:

Afio: AFP to play limited
role in anti-drugs drive

panel, qucsttomng among others hus dual

citizenship
San Juan City Rep. Ronaldo Zamora said

- CA panel to reschedule Yasay's conilrma-
tion hearing Jdue to ‘several reasons,” in-
cluding his reported US citizenship.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson explained that the
House has the practice of prelimanry vet-
ting the nominee before they could decide.
He said he scheduled the next hearing on
Feb. 22. .

Also confirmed by the CA were Bi-
envenido Tejano, ambassador to Papua
New Guinea, and Abdulmaid Kiram Muin,
ambassador to the Democratic Republic
of Timor-Leste; Evan Pumaren Garcia as
Permanent Representative to the United
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland; and Celia
Anna Feria, ambassador to the Portuguese
Republic, with concurrent jurisdiction over
the Republic of Cabo Verbe, the Republic
of Guinea-Bissau, the Democratic Republic
of 8ao Tome and Principe, and Republic
of Angola.

8
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_ . Cayetano as the next foreign. secreiary, - o —m !
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Aﬁo’ 9 AFP
officials, 5 envoys

. hurdleCA

S Thm; utn::ars of the Armed Forces of the Phuly; pme-,

mclucing AFP chiel General Bduardo Ario. and five am-
bassadurs were confirmed ye y by the Comnussion

-~ o Appuinimenis {CA). -

The CA has yet io hear the appomiments of Foregn
Alfaurs Secretary Perfecte Yasay Jr and Agrarian Retorm:
Secretatry Raiael Marianc owing o ihe House of Represen-
tairves” desue t0 conduci inrhal vetting om the two Cabinet
members

CA comrnitiee op toreign afiairs chairman Ser. Panfilo
Lacson sard the House contingent moved (o defer Yasay's
confirmation hsaring to Feb: 22 ' :

S5anTusn City Rep Ronaido Zamora, CA vce chazrman,
said they wanted i hear whas: Yasay has 10 s#y about the
wsu2 of bis aifizenship. - e v os g

“We want ham to el us that this 15 net true T am no
longer an fmerican ctizen although i vas an American
cihizen at one timne,”” Zamera said

He saw! the question was previousl ramsed to ‘rasay,
but he has vet to respond 1o it P \

CA overall chatrman and Senote Prestdent Aquilme
Purental I downiplayed the deferment of Yasay s confir-
mation hear:ng and speculations that this had something
10 do wiih the expected appontment of Sen -Alan Perer

©"We cannot, we should not asstime when the executive
glves as communicarior: thal the Fresident has appointed
scimebody We will not assume that he 15 temporary or just
-afiller” Prnentel sd -~ - : Sl
The President has stated on numerous occasions that
Cayetano would be tag toreign sectetary orice the one-
year probhibition on appemtmens for candidates expires
I VI e e L R
It ever Yasoy s confirrned and stays on. Pimeniel sad
that should not be a problem for Cayetano because he has
two vears left 1n the Senate S = -
While Yasay’s confirmation hearing was deterred.
the CA rontirmed ambassadors Eduardo Kapunan Jr to
Myanmar; Bieriverude Tejano, Papiia New Guinea with
oonturrent jurisdiction over Kinbau and Sclomon Islands,
Abdulmeid Kiram Maunn, Timor Leste, Evan Garcia as
permanent representative to the Unuted Nations, and Ma,
Cela Ferma Portugal with concarrent junsdiction aver

Cabe Verde, Gumea-Bissau, Sao Tome and Angola

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF Py
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Th a separate hearing, the promotion of Afio 1 four-star
general and the AFP s 48th chuet was alzo confirmed

Afio, former chief ot the AFP's intelligence service and
Phulippine Army, once hogged the headlnes owing to his
alleged involvement m the kidnapping of actrvist fonas
Burgos, who remains missing %o this day
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30 generals 5 envoys okd

THE Cornmmssion ‘on Appoini- -

ments on Wednesday confirmed
General Eduardo Afio as the 48th
chaef of staff of the Armed Forces
of the Phipppmes and 29 other
generals and senior officers
Followng Ano’s confirmation,
the CA also.appomted to the rank
of Major General the following:

Emique Reyes, Josclito Reyes-

Jon Aying, Rhoderick Parayno,
Robert Arevalo; Danilo Pamonag
and Paul Atal. g

Those who were appomted
to the rank of Brigadier General
were Jose Antono Carlos Motril,
Emmanuel Joaquin Guina, Ed-
mund Dants Junds, Bicovenide

y ' Next page

Hermimgildo Francisco Aquino,

Page: m

30...

From Al

Datuin, Gavin Edjawan, Samuel Goti-
co, Isidro Purisima, Emesto Ravina
Jr., Earl Baliao, Rov Devesa, Roseller
Murillo, Custedio Parcon Jr., Simpli-
cio Lumantas Jr., Gilbert Gapay, Tesus

i

i
Manangguil Jr. and Peter Suchiangco.
Also promoted were Narciso Ving-
son as Vice Admiral and Rene Me-
dina as Rear Aamiral, Rommel Jason
Galang and Erick Kagaon as Commo-
dore and Amador Magdamit as Colo-
nel, Judge Advocate General Service.
Meanwhile, five ambassadors were
also confirmed by the CA without any

otjecidons fiom its members

‘they are Evan Pumaren Garcia-
Permanent representatic of the Re-
public of the Phulippines to the United
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland; Celia
Ann: Mallari Faria- Ambassador ex-
faordinary and plenipotentiary to the
Portuguese Republic; Eduardo Ka-
punan Jr,-Ambassador extraordinary

[

and plenipoentiary to the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar: Bien-
venide Villamor Tejano-Ambassador
extraordinary and plenipotentiary to
the independent state of Papua New
Guinea and Abdulmaid Kiram Muin-
Ambassador extraordinary and pleni-
potentiary tp the Democratic Republic
of Timor-Leste. PNA
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By PAUL M.
GUTIERREZ
THE powerful Commis-
siom on Appointments
yos y ed the
4TH star and designation
of former Philippine
Army commn gen-
eral, Gen, Eduardo M.
Afio, as the 48th chief of
staff of the Armed Fore-

es of the Philippines,
On questions bv law-
makers prior to his confiz-
mation at the committee
level of the CA Committee
on National Defense, the
“highiy-recommended” mil-
itary official, as described
by Sen. Gregorioc Honasan,
said the AKFP wonld abide
by the pronsznzement of
President Rodrigo Duterte
to go “all-out’” against the
commnuingt New People’s
Army (NPA} '
President Duterte had
earlier anuounced the gov-
ernment’s withdrawal from
the peace talks and for the
AFP to launch an offensive
against the NPA, citing the

'CAconfirms Afo

latfer’s tactical offensives
that killed at least five sol-
diers in 2 one-week perod
In & talk with thas =it
er, however Afic axyresbed
his frustration and “regret”
over the ceasefire’s collapse,
saying hke most Filipinos,
he is also persondlly eom-
mitted io seemg the suc-
cess of the peace talks,
‘Antagal na ng proble-
mang ito, talagang dapat
matuldukan na We are
even willing to accommodate
them mte the rarks of the
Philippine Army at the end
of the day if that is what «&
would take to ensure last-
ing peace for our country,”
he told this writer
Well-respected as an
intelligence officer, Afic has
been credited for the arresi,
over the years of all top-
ranling commumnist leaders
m the country, including
Communist Party of the
Philippines {CPP) chairman,
Benito Tiamzon, and his
wife, Wilma
Records show that all

£

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo M. Afio with National

Press Club president and Peopie’s Tonight reporter -

Paul M. Gutierrez.
the members of the Nation-
al Democratic Front peace
panel, except those in self-
exile abroad, have beer
arrested by the mibitary
mostly on the bazis of m-
telligencs operaiions supez-
vised by Afio

Afip noted that even
while the NPA s unilateral
ceasefire declaration was
still in zffect beginning 1n
August 2016, the military
have recorded a total of 55
incidenits allegedly perpe-

-

<

trated by local NFA groups
with 49 of those incidents
cccurring in Mindanao

On hig appointment to
tha poaition last Decamber
2016. Pres. Duterte’s orig-
1inal directive is for the AFP
to focus 1ts attention to the
aliminatien of terrorists and
bandit groups operating in
Mindanan where Afio also
first served as a platoon

leader after hir graduation -

from the Philippine Military
Academy in 1983.
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AFP: Better-equipped

soldiers will defeat NPA

EY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces is confident
it will be able to Jdefeat the
rommunist New People’s Army
‘which has been fighting govern-
ment for nearly 50 years.

- Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of
the AFP public affairs office,

establishment is now in a better
position to address the commu-
nist insurgency because its men
are better equipped.

“We arc confident we are
going to win this time, defeat

them,” said Arevalo of the NPA
which now has ahout 5 700
members from a peak strength
of about 25,000 men in the 80s.

“At presciit, sur Armed Fore-
es is better equipped. We have
more modern equipment and
we are now in a2 better posi-

" tion to fight the enemies of the

said the-125.000-strong military— state,” Afevalo also said” "~

The military has received
modern equipment like M4
rifles, helicopters, and armored
personnel vehicles under its

See AFP> Page B6
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ongoing modernization pro-
gram which started about two
decades ago.

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana announced an all-out
war against the NPA. on Tuesday,
days after President Duicric or
dered the termination of peace
negotiations and a unilateral
ceasefire with the communists.

Duterte’s declarations came
after a series of NPA attacks
that left six soldiers dead and
three others abducted while the
communists are supposed to be
observing their own ceasefire.

Arevalo said the military is aim-
ing for the “tactical defeat” of the
NPA, which means degrading

govemnment, neutralization of its
members, and destruction of its
supply and support system.

‘Arevalo also said the military
now has a better blueprint to
address insurgency, referring to
the Development Support and
Security Plan “Kapayapaan,”
which was unveiled last month.

He said DSSP Kapayapaan
clearly shows the role of lo-
cal government units and the
private sector in addressing
insurgency, particularly its root
causes, including poverty and
lack of basic services.

“As long as the reasons why
they (NPA members) continue
to rebel are there and there is no
progress and development, insur-
gency will remain,” said Arevalo.

—Former Bayan-Muna-

Colmenares rejected the clajm
of AFP chief Gen. Kduardo Afio
that consultants of the National
Democtatic Front of the Philip-
pines in the peacc negotiations
with the government are not-en-
titled to 30-day grace period after
the collapse of the peace taiks.
Colmenares made the state-
ment after Afio said NDFP ne-
gotiators could not invoke the
30-day grace period under the
Joint Agreement on Security and
Immunity Guarantecs (JASIG).
He said those who were not
in jail and were invited to join in
the peace process are covered by

- e JASIG and therefore enjoy the 30-

day grace period. ‘I the talks fail,

‘ Vv rLEE Sl ﬁyhnwg%n.dayperiodto
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into hiding,” he said

However, those who are out
on bail to participate in the
process could be re-arrested
immediately after the collapse
of the talks. He said the valid-
ity of their temporaty liberty
ceased after President Duterte
suspended the peace talks.

“The order is for us to arrest
NDF personalitics who were
released on bail,” Afio said.

But Colmenares said these
NDF personalities who are out
on bail were also covered by
JASIG and should aiso enjoy
30-day grace period..

“If the peace negotiations
were held in the mountains and
suddenly the talks colfapsed,
ibig bang sabihin na putukan
agad? Of course.not,” e said. -

ocal: 5285, 5285

Solicitor General Jose Calida
said with the cancellation of the
peace negotiations, the consul-
tants’ provisional liberty “auto-
matically ceased,” hence they
can now be arrested by state
security forces and recommit-
ted to their detention facilities.

The Department of fustice
issued an immigration look-

out bulletin order for 20 NDFP

consultants Tuesday night aficr
government issued a notice to
the NDFP terminating the JASIG,
A look-out bulletin order is dif
ferent from a court-issued hold
departure order as the former di-
rects the Bureau of Immigration
only to be on the lookout forthe
subject and to verify the status of
a case against the subject person
t_to restrict an individual

from leaving the country.
Subject of the order are Tirso
Lagoras Alcantara, Ma. Con-
cepcion Araneta Bocala, Pedro
Heyrona Codaste, Renante Ma-
catangay Gamara, Alan Valera
Jazmines, Ernesto Epino Lorenzo,
Ma. Loida Tuzo Magpatoc, Al-
fredo Amparo Mapano. Ruben
Abenir Saluta, Adelberto Albayu-
Ide Silva. Benito Enriquez Tiaox
son, Wilma Austria Tiamzon,
Ariel Mancao Arbitrario, Renato
Maranga Baleros Sr., Kennedy
Lao-ing Bangibang alias Gabriel
Bangibang, Jazime Servillano
Doria Soledad, Rafael Baylosis,
Alex Birondo, Winona Birondo
and Porferio Dianco Tuna. — Witk

IP _Lopes, Ashgel Hachero and :

go back to the mountains or g0

Raymond Afvica
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“Ginang sugatan sa pagsabog, sunog sa kampo

CAMP AQUINO, Tarlac City
- Grabeng nasugatan ang asawa
ng company commander ng Ammo
Company sa Camp Aquino matapos
sumazbog at masunog ang Building 2
sa loob ng kampo Martes ng gabi,

InwdatniSPO1 Aldrm Dayag kay
Tarlac police Supt. Bayam Razalanna
angnasugatan ay siFlorflee Bohol, 32,

maybahay m Capt. Armandc Bohol.
Dinala s1 Bohol sa Camp Aquino
Servillano Hospital dakong 10-40

ng gabi Sinabi naman ni T/Sgt

Romito Orbigong AMMO Company
na nakarinig siya ng pagsabo
at pagkalat ng apoy sa Enhste
Personnel Barracks.

Kaagad rumesponde ang mga

bumbeto ng Bureau of Fire Protagtion
mula sa¥arlac City, Chinese Fire
Volunteer Brigade

Naapula ang apoy da.kong 12:00
ng madaling araw

Hindi pa matukoy ang
pmagmulanng pagsabog nanagdulot

ng sunog
I_.eandro Alborote

nl

Y
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REGIONS BRIEF.

Nolcom to PNP, BFP: Look into camp blast

~ CLARKFREEPORT—The military’s Northern Luzon Commana
(Nolcom) has asked the Philippine National Police and Bureau of
Fire Prevention to investigate an explosion inside its headquar-
ters i Cainp Serwillano Aquine m Tarlac Citv on Tuesday night.
The blast injured Florelia Bohol. wife of an Army captain, who
was hit by a glass shard, according to Lt. Col Lenpoldo Acerden,
group commander of Nolcom's Civil Relatinps Service. In a
statement, LT Col Alan Macatmgrao, chief of the public nfor-
martion office of Nolcom, did not say what caused the explosion.
The biast started a fire at the.old enlistad personnel barracks at
10:30 p.imi., he said. It took an hour to control the fire. “[Nolcom]
assures residents of Tarlac City that despite the incident. [the
city] remains safe,” Macatingrao said. —TONETTE OREJAS AND
GABKIEL ¢ CARDINOZA ] -
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Ammuenition depot,

Pinaniniwalaang milyong
halaga ng arr-arian ang ni-

1amon ng apoy makaraang

sumabog at nasunog ang
ammunition depot ng AFP-
Northern Luzon Command
sa Camp Serviliano Aquino
sa Barangay San Miguel
Tarlac City, Tarlac nogng
Martes ng gabi : i

Ayon sa hepe ng AFP
-Public Affarrs Office na s

Col EdgandAu—evalo, nartala -

ang msidente dakong alas-
11 ng gatn sz Building 2 ng
Army Support Command's

. Armaments Battalion. Sa

imbestigasyon naiman ng
pulisya. ang nagsabog ay
nagmuta sa barracks ng
mga stndalo kung saan
nasugatan ang misis ni Cap-
tain Bohol na tumatayong
kumander ng Ammunitiun
Company.

Naapula naman ang su-

Pahina. 2—

suamabog

nog dakong alas-12 ng
hatinggabr matapos rumes-
ponde ang Bureau of Fire
Protection at Chinese vo-
lunteer Fire Bi lgade ng
Tarlac City, .
Kasabay nito, agad
hamang pinabulaanan ni
Arevalo ang kumalat na es-
* pekulasyon sa social meaia
partikular na sa facebook na
kagagawan ng mga terorista
ang pagsabog. (Joy Cantos)
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Duterte okays return
of ROTC program

PRESIDENT Rodrige Duterte has approved the retutd of the Re-

setve Officers’ Traming Corps program for Grades 11 and 12 sto-
dents 1n public. and private schools; Malacafiang sad, Wednesday
“The Cabmet has approved the Mandatory ROTC Program in
grades 11 and 12. Presidential Spokesman Emesto Abellz said.
¢ said the Cabinet approved the return of the ROTC program af-
Duerte consented:

1er the Defense Department resommended it and
The ROTC was made optional in ~002 after the death of Mark
Chua, a Untverstty of Santo Tomas student who was allegedly slain
by course ~fficers after he exposed their mismanagement of ROTC

funds .
Abelia sid an amendment to Republic Act 7077 or the “Citizen

Armed Forces of the Philippines Reservist Act” will be forwarded

to Congress and will be certified as urgent by Duterte. -

« Jp his 2016 State of the Nation Address. the President made

ement to strengthen the ROTC program 0 instill

~ policy propounc
. love of country and good citizenship among the youth, and to make
1 once again mandatory,” Abella said. ,

Ap Armry offical earher said the country’s reserve force went

l down drastically when the National Service Training Program Law
1| was passed 1n 20u1 John paolo Bencito
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_President wants revived
ROTC free from corruption

President Duterte has orlered au-
thorifies to ensure that the proposed
revival of the mandatory Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps program in
schools would be free from conrup-
tion and other Irregularities.

The President issued the directive
after endorsing a bill reviving the
military training program for Grades

11 and 12 students during a Cabingt

meeting N Malacafang last Tues-
day. - .

"It was abolished hecause of the
corruption that prevailed during the
50s. That's why the President want-

ed to sure there will be no corruption
this time,” Presidential Communica-
tions Secretary Martin Andanar said

In a Filipmo during a radio interview.

Andanar said the President ap-
proved the recommendation of the
Department of National Defense on
bringing back the ROTC program
“with conditions.” He did not elzbo-
ram. . L =}

Meanwhile, the Armed Forces of
the Philippines assured yesterday
that measures will be put in place to
prevent hazing, sexual harassment,

_and corruption in the ROTC once it is

implemented for Graces 11 and 12.

AFP Public Affairs Offics chief Ma-
rine Col Edgard Arevalo said the
military will strictly implement the
Anti-Hazing law to pravent ‘hazing
in the ROTC in addition to the strict
measures currently rmplemented by
the AFP. '

He said as part of President Du-
terte’s instructions, tactical officers
in-charge of the ROTC training
should have mo record of abuse,
hazing, or corryption. (Gena-
Ilyn D. Kabiling and Francis T.
Wakefield)

R/
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" Aleft-leaning student group on
Wednesday denounced the je-
-turn of 8 mandatory Reserve Of-
.. ficers’ Training Courseé {ROTC)
, for Senior High School (Grades

The Manila Times

Militants slam ROTC.
in Senior High School

He said it is foolish to think
that ROTC through the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
can teach nationalism.

“The ROTC through the AFP
can never-instill genuine love

ing discipline. Through abuse
and violence, it instills fearand
blind obediente, not any sort of
discipline,” Rosos said, adding
that the program has always led
'to countless infringement of

Page:
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Through the ROTC, accord- |
ing to him, military troops are |
allowed to enter universities |

‘and colleges violating the LFS- '

DND [Department of National
Defense] Accord. '

__ . 1land12)students.— ... _ for the country. The AEP is the student rights.

He recalled the casé of Matk |~ He satd some-military pet-——

“The students stood up sameinstitution that celebrates
the incursions and violations of
our national sovereignty com-
mitted by US imperialism and
its allies. 1t is even the first.one

“to defend the port visits and

- military exercises of US troops
in Philippine territory. Worse,
the AFP proudly defended the
basing of US forces inside our
country through EDCA [En-
hanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement] and other lopsided
agreements. What love for the
country can the AFP teach when
they are the ones who welcome
the re-occupation of foreign
entities in the Philippines?”

against the ROTC program.
_ Through protests and collec-
tive actions, mandatory ROTC
. was removed from college. We
_ have voiced opposition against
. the proposals of reviving it in
-, college. But even President [Ro-
drigo] Duterte had the gall to
approve the program in Grades
.11 and 12. This is unacceptable.
_itis an insuit to the victims of
theviolent program and the stu-
dents who fought against it," JP
Rosos, national spokesman for
the League of Filipino Students
(LFS), said in a statement after
Duterte on Tuesday approved

Welson Chua from the Univer-
sity of Santo Tomas in Manila.

Chua was killed after he ex- '

posed corruption in the ROTC
at the university.

Rosos added the case of two
female students from the state-
run Polytechnic University of
the Philippines in 2014,

He narrated that these stu-
dents suffered hazing and cor-
-poral punishment from their
officers.

' ‘Rosos cited video of student
cadets from the University of
Mindanao-Tagum who were be-
ing punched repeatedly in the

sonnel also go as far as basing
themselves in schools that
violates various international
humanitarian laws.

“It'is also foolish to think
that such violent and abusive
program will be able to teach dis-
cipline and love for the country.
It is impossible,” Rosos added.

“If the government really
wants to teach love for the
country and instill patriotism,
then the government should
give more time in discussing the
history of the Filipino people
and our struggle for national
liberation. Also, a fascist pto-
gtam tike the ROTC can never -

"~ Rosos added. chest and stomach,

"~ the ROTC's return. ¢ '
According o Hif, the ROTC—Severai-cases—are-being re-

= »ffie ROTC fs bankrupt b i — teach critical thinking to our

students—a necessary skill

ol

core. It instills fear and blind
obedience stemming from its
fascist and corrupt nature, It
must never be revived,” Rosos
added. .

holds an abusive and violent
history.

He pointed out that the core

. of the program relies on physi-

cal, verbal and psychological

abuse. ‘
*The ROTC is far from instill-

ported that student cadets are
being violated and abused by

their officials. This is not dis- | “
cipline, just plain violence and he said,

abuse of power. The ROTC is !
nothing but fascist machinery
that needs to be taken down,”
he said.

77

needed for the patriotic spirit
to flourish among the youth,”
NEIL A. ALCOBER
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. Rody: Reds

went overboard
" With the military of the Philippines-
_launching an all-out  National Democratic

- war against commu- Front

rust rebels, 'resident saying they "w

(CPP-NDF)
enl

s,

r, by W

gy

T

litants hit all-out war vs Reds e
v StoryenPagel0 . v

tevealed hus disap-.

ROAY fompage

ceasefire with communist rebels after sjx
months and ordered troops to get ready
to resume fighting after the guerrillas
lifted their own truce and killed soldieis
m fresh attacks '

Duterte made the decision two days
atter the NPA abandoned their own
ceasefire, citing the government’s refusal
to release more political detainees and
accusing the mulitary of encroaching into
therr rural strongholds

-..Duterte said the rebels made unraa--

sonalle and excessive demands that
prompted him to also drop the govern-
menli's reasefire declaration and scuttle
the peace talks.

“l terminated the ceasefire talks he-
cause thev went overboard,” Duterte
told the gathering at the 115th founding
anniversary of the Bureau of Customs
-yesterday 3 .

Duterte revealed his sentiments anew
while he directed Customs chief Nicanor
Faelden to pursue the bureau’s campaign

{
%

“Duterte yesterday o‘.'reJ,’bom;d_’;' SN
‘Duterte has e
the goye

against corruption and lauded the 1n-
crease i 1evenue collection.

Duterte said he needed the additional
revenues to acquire more equipment for
the military to fight the NPA, fund the
campaign against illegal drugs and to
thwart the threat of Islamic groups in
Mindanao. _ '

“There’s a war going on in Central
Mindanao. So that's the bigger problem. I
would need monev to buy tﬁe equipment
and the things that thev wonld need to
keep this countrv in order,” he said. - -

Malacafiang said the disconnect be-
tween leaders of the CPP and the National

Democratic Front (NDF) apparentlyledto.

the breakdown of the peace talks. -

- Presidential Communications Opera-
tons Secretary Martin Andanar cited the
miscommunication between the rebel
leaders in terminating their ynilateral
ceasefire during the duration of the peace
negobations. :

“They lifted the ceasefire from the
ground, the CPP-NPA-NDF. But then
again, we were astounded why the talks

Turn to Page 7
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HUNT FOR REBEL LEADERS

RODY URGED: BE PATIENT, TOLERANT FOR PEACE

By Tarra Quismundo
@TamalNQ -
Sen. Prancis Pangi]inanv on:
Wednesday called on Presi-
dent Duterte to be more pa-

‘tient and tolerant n working _

for peace as the military and
police intensified the hunt for
rebel leaders who took part in
the peace negotiations,

Pangilinan said the Presi-
dent’s decision to terminate
the talks with communist
rebels early in his term was
“rash and impulsive,”

The government on Tues-
day announced an all-out war
against the ‘Communist Party
ot the Philippines (CPP} and the
New People’s Army (NPA), af-
ter Mr. Duterte lifted the gov-
ernment's ceaseflre and ended

talks with the National Demo- -

cratic Front of the Philippines
(NDFP) that had shown some
promise of success at the start
of his term. The rebels will end

“This communist insur-
gency, which has resulted in

‘the killing of Filipino by fellow

Filipino, has béen going on for
nearly half a century He has

been President for just six -

months,” Pangilinan said.
“Giving up on peace and

declaring all-out war just six
months into his presidency,
I believe, with due respect,
is being rash and impulsive,”
he said : il

“We need greater patience
and understanding rather
than ange1 and the ease to re-
sort to violence and more
killings,” he added.

" As the military started
hunting down NPA rebels, a
nationwide alliance of peace
advocates added 1ts voice to
calls for the revival of the taiks.

Like Pangilinan, the Citizens
Alliance for Just Peace (CAJP)
asked for more sobriety from
the government and the rebels,

“Scutthng the peace talks
would bring monumental dis-
appointment for those striving
to build a just and enduring
peace in our land,” said the
group, which is composed of
Institutions, Church groups.and
activists advocating for peace.

CAJP said the gains.

chair Benito Tiamzon and his
wife, Wilma, had gone under-
ground but they would even-
tuzlly be captured

1 “Do they really want to
spend the rest of their lives

hiding like rats?” Afio sad.

“It's their choire if they want
te go mtg hiding again but the
long arm of the law will al-
ways catch up with them.” .

The military did not waste
time and immediately launched
operations against the rebels in
Mindanao, everr befure Mr.
Duterte announced he was ter-
minating the talks.

Maj. Gen. Rafael Valencia,
the commander of the 10th In-
fantry Division, said he had
dispatched Army units to hunt
down the 1ebels as soon as Mr.
Duterte terminated the gov-
ernment's unilateral ceasefire.

Valencia also said his men
were now frymng to locate
NDFP advisers and negotia-
tors, who had been released

77 T Tachieved n the talks were i

peril and the threat -of-
widespread wiolence had
heightened after the declara-
tion of war on the rebels
Armed Forces Chief of
Staff Gen. Eduardo Ado said
many of the NDFP . consul-
tants, including alleged CPP

from detention o participate
n the tuiks. "Thev should bet-
ter turn themselves mn,” he
Saltl —WITH REPORTS FROM CHRIS-
TINE 0. AVENDANO, ALLANNAWAL,
KARLOS MANLUPIG, ELDIE AGUIRRE,
CYNTHIA D. BALANA, JIGGER
JERUSALEM. CARLA P. GGMEZ AND
GILCABACUNGAN INGQ

2L
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AFP tells
NDF: Give
up or run
like rats

By Macon Ramos-Araneta
and Rey E. Requejo

 ARMED Forces chief General Eduardo

Afio on Wednesday vowed to go after Na-
tional Democratic Front consultants and
toid them to surrender or spend the rest of
their lives “mding like 1ats.”

“I*ve reporis that most of these people
are now going mto hiding but dc they re-
ally want to spend the rest of their lives
hiding like rats?” said Afio when informed
that communist leaders Wilma and Benito
Tiamzon were already in hiding.

He noted that the order President Ro-
drigo Duterie was very clear following
the tepmination of peace megotiations
with the communist rebels.

Afio issued the wamning following re-
potts thaf NDF consultants had reportedly

Page:

gone in hiding after Duterte ordered them -

rearrested- Last year, Duterte had ordered.
the detamed communists freed so they
could take part in peace talks m Oslo.

But a spate of rebel attacks on goverr-
meni troops prompted Duterts to call off
the peace talks. 3 :

Afio said they would follow the Presi-
dent's order to arrest the NDEP consul-
tants whe were 1 jail but given a tempo-
rary pass iv participate in the peace talks
with the government. -
 The NDF insists that all of its 17
consuliants are protected from rearrest
becanse they are covered by the Joint

Next page
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Agleénéﬂt on Safety- énd Immunity
Guarantees (Jasig). P

Senaton  Francis Pungihnan, said

. Presidem Diterte was bemg “rash

.and,_ampulsive” m cancelling peace

. ialks after only six months

" 1w'crucial that the admnisfra-
: tion mke 4 broader view of the chal-
* lenges and demands of peace nego-

tations, We need greater patience.

and nnderstanding rather thao anger
~ and the ease to resort to violence
‘and more killmgs, * Pangilinan said.
On Wednesday, the Tustice de-
partment put 20 NDF consultants
unde1 an imumgiation lookout bul-

i letmordern. - i
Justice Sectetary Vitalianc Aguirre

. 1 wssued i memoiandum order io fm-

* migration Chuef Taime Morente, and
. Prosevator Generw Victor Sepulveaa
arier 2 Csbinet meeung | Malaca-
fang ) § AT

Aguiire ordered both Morente and
Sepuiveda to courdinate with Na-
1onal Burean of Invesigation Direc-

"~ tor Dante Gierran for the information

about the people sibject of the look-

- ~out pulietn order, nciuding knows

gliages, date and place of burth. copy
of passport and Jatest photo. -
People covered by & lookout bulle-

tin order must get Justice department -

clearance before leaving the country
The Office of the Solicitor Gep-

.eral, meanwhile, said i would file a

manifestation and motirn with the
Supreme Court and regional trial

- eourts where the cases of the NDF
consultents are pending, for a recom-.

mitment order. - g

Solicitor General Jose C. Calida
pointed out that the Supreme Court
resolution dated Aug. 2, 2016 im-
posed conditions for the provision-
al liberty of the NDF consultante.
which were adopted by the con-
cerned RTCs.

He said one of the conditions is
thal once their participation ceases
or the peace negotiations are termi-
nated, their respective bonds shall be

.deemed automaticaily canceled.

“Supreme tout decisions form
part of the law of *he land. Tience,
ihe Resolution dated Aug. 2, 2016
supersedes the defuncr 1995 Ja-
sig agreement between the parties
which has become moot and aca-
demic * Calida said in a statement.
With lance Baconguis. and F
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By YAS D. OCAMPO _ i
DAVACU CITY — The National
Democratic Front has stated that
the attack on three personnel of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) 15 part of its "actve defense”
and was therefore “legitimate.”
This was reiterated by Ka Allan
Juanits, North Central Mindanao
Regional Command (NCMR)
spokesperson of the New People’s
Acmy (NPA) regarding the Feb. 1
incident which killed Corporal Pat
0. Non, Corporal Nino Christopher

_Talahor, and Sergeant Owen Yee of
the 8th Infantry Batalion.

" The NPA spokesperson claimed
that the thre¢ were not unarmed
and had been conducting
reconnaissance operations against
the rebels despite the ongoing peace
talks between the government and

the NDFP/Communist Party of the

Philippines (CPB) In Oslo, Norway
and Rome, Italy. @

“The allegation that the three
were arrested and killed after

was therefore not true. That they -

were unarmed was also riot true,

As a matter of fact, three .45
pistols were seized trom them,” the
statementsaid.
The NDFP also denieq that the
NPA took away the subsisience
allowance of the soldiers.
- “The wailets of Sgt. Yee and
Cpl. Talabor were never taken.
Only the wallet with an ID card
and-documents of Cpl.. Non was
retrieved,” the statement said.
The NPA zisc belied the claim

of the Bth IB that the presence of

the soldiers were for @ soCiD~CiviC
project. .

“For the whole duration of their
stay, not even a single sack of

cement was being delivered by.

them to the said barrios.” -

According to the NPA, their

fighters positioned alongside the

road were forced to open fire when

two of the troopers pulled out their
pistols. :

troops hegan their encampment
on October 26 in Brgy. Kibalabag
and on November 24 in Brgy.
Manalog. LA T

. “Until this day, they have

“Tfhe NDFCla ing “the" Btir IB-—friends-of the-fallen-soldiers—we

Page. 4

not pulled-out from these two
harangays.” the statement said.

to speak of, adued the rebeis.

“n fact. they are spreading-

dacadent influence to the peace-
leving residents like arinking sprees, -

gambling and pornography,” it
said.
Meanwhile, the rebels dersed

“desecrating” the cadavers of the |

fallen soldiers S -

“Since their hodies were not
immechately retrieved for more
thar 2% hours, their bodies must.
have decomposed due to the
changing weather conditions;” the
statement said. i =
. The NPA reminded Lhe
government that it had already

- released most of its prisoners

of war as a confidence building
measure. - %
*To the families, relatives and

“ There were Tic “social services™ -~

offer our sincere condolences. This
incident happened while the peace
negotiations between the NDFP
and the GRP.are going »n,” added
the statement. - .
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Pahina.

|KDF CORSULTARTS SUMUKO KAYOI-AFP

Nagbabala at nanawa-
gan si Aimed Forues of
ihe Philippines (AFP)
chief Geperal Eduardo
Afio sa mga political
consultants ng National
Democratic Front na
surnuho  at bumabk sa
kostudiya ng gobyerne
upang hindi magmistu-

 lang daga ar magtago na
lamang habambuhay,

Ayun kay Afo na
may natanggap si» ang
FEPOTLS Na naztago na
ang mga consultants ng

!

NDP matapns kanselahm
ni Pangolong Redrigo
Duterte ang usapang
pangkapat apaan
Nagtunge kahapon
st Afic 34 Senado na
sumalang sa kumpirmas-
von ng makapangvari-
hang Commission on
Appointments
Nakalayz iamang ang
mga political consul-
tants ng NDF matapos
magpryan<a dahtl sa 18i-
nilong na peace talks
ng gob ernc pevo Linan-

sela na ito m Pangu]ong :

Duierte nocng nakara-
ang Linggo at inawag
pa niyang mga Komunis-
ta airg Commprist Party
of the Plulippmes-Now
Pzople’s Aimy-National
Democratic Front (CPP-
NPA-NDF).

Ipinag-utos din ng
Pangulo ang pag-aiesio
sa mga lider ng maka-
kaliwang grupo ar nag-
deklar: na rin ito ng all
out war laban sa CPP-
NPA

Pall |

Sinabi naman m Afic
na kabilang na umanc sa
mga nagtatango sa nga-
von sima Wilma at Benito
Tiamzon na nakalayala-
mang dahil nakilahok sila
§4 naunsiyamrmg peace
talke.

Nakatiny aL naman
si Afic na muling ma-
huhull ng gobyerno ang
mga nagtatagong lider
ng makakalivang z1upo.-
Malau Escudero-

L7
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Court orders release of labor leader arrested

_iwith NDF consultant’

i

| ByYASD. onmro

s i

DAVAQ CITY - A labor loader. whoe

i was arrested with National Democratic

| Front (NDF) ecnsultant Ariel Arhitrario,

4
!

1
il

was ordered released py a Tagum City

~eourt judge, who said hat there was i

evidence showing that he was a member

' ofthe New People’s Army (NPA). -

Roderick Mamuyac was ordered
released by Tagum City Regional Trial
Court Judge Virginia Ang, who dis-
‘missed a case of multiple murder leveled
against him by the Armed Forees of the
Philippines {AFP) and the Philippme
National Police (PNP)-Criminal Investi-
gation and Detection Group (CID{G).

Mamuyac had earlier been tagged
as an NPA liaison officer by the AFP
and PNP-CIDG after he was arrested
together with Arbitrario Monday at a
checkpoint i Sirawan, Toril. -

But Ang did not find any evidence

to show that Mamuyac was, indeed, a

member of the NPA.

Meanwnile, Arbifrario has been
returned to jail after submitting the
necessary court documents showing a
commitment ordet; according to humar
rights group Karapatan
Arhitrano 1s now back in Compos-
tela Valley while awaiting the results of
his trial, which was suspended because
he was allowed fo join the NDF peace
panel as a consultant in talks with the
Philippine Government (GRP) .

The negotiations hetween the GRP
and NDF have since collapsed with
President Rodrigc Duierte declaring
Tuesday.an all-out war against the com-
munist group. .

Carle Olalo, secretarv general of
the Kilusang Mayo Uno m the South-
ern Mindanao Region i(KMU-SMR),
expressed concern that with Duterte's
declaration of an ail-out war, the AFP
will start to ge after legal democratic
mass organizations, like labor groups.

“This is a fact we know all too well.
Labor organizations and -unions have

been farget of attacks by the military ‘
‘i the-past underprevious administra--

tions. We have a standing complaint
against the Republic of the Philippines
with the International Labour Organi-
sation JLO) inrelation to military-insti-

Page: 9

gated attacks on unions, unionists and
workers in the region,” said Olalo

“The case of Mamuya¢ 18 another
testament thal the AFPis only concoct-
ing fallacious charges agamst leaders
and members of progressive organiza-
tions in a bid to suppress the latter”,
. Olalo said.

N

Aside from the arrest of Mamuyae,
the labor group bared that their re-
gional office was burglarized by un-

‘identified men last Saturday, and that

they ebserved several men still lurking
in the vicinity of its office appearing tp
be monitoring the pramises and the
group’s staff

T}U
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RESTIVE ATMOSPHEIiE ~ Militant group Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) stage a protest In front
of the Davao Clty Police Office Wednesday to condemn the arrest of Natlonal Democratic
Front (NDF) consultant Arnel Arbltrario last February 5. (Kelth Bacongco) ‘
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Sumuke sa batas o
mistulang mga dagang
magtago habambuhayl

Ite ang babala kahapon
nt Armed Forces of the
Philippines {AFP) Chief of
Staff Gen. Eduardo Afio la-
van samay 20 consultants
ng Nationat Democratic
Front (NDF) na nagsi-
pagtagc at namundok na
umano kasunod ny utos
ri Pangulong Duterte na
arastuhin na ang mga ito.

“The order of the Pres-
ident 1s very clear, they
have already termmnated
the peace negotiations .
For those who are in jarl
or aie given femporary
bail, it follows that their
bail were already invalid
or canceler] so the order
is for us to arrest NDF

o Sy
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Pahina.

~— GPP/NDF offc'ls nag-TNT

Nina JOY CANTOS, MALOU ESCUDERO at RUDY ANDAL

released ur bail," paha-
vag ni Afio na nangakong
gagawin-nila ang lahat
upang maarssto ang mga
nagsisipagtagong NBF
consuitants,

Sinabi nr Afic na palit
ng paliit ang mundo ng
mga NDF consultant kaya
makabubuting magsisuko
na ang mga fto sa batas.

“Do thay realiy want
to spend the rest of their
lives hiding like rats?
Matagal na tong giyera
na ‘'eto dapat ti-nake ad-
vantage at binigay na ng
seryoso yung ongeing
peace negotiations t's
ther choice if they want
to go in hiding again but
the long.arm of the law will

-pagbibigay diun ng Chuef

of Staff :

Sinabi naman m afig
na kabilang umano sa
mga nagtatagn sa ngayon
ang mag-asawang Wilma
at Eenito Tiamzon na na-
kalaya lamang dahil na-
kilahoh sila naunsiyaming
peaca ialks.

Kabilang din sa mga
target ng pag-aresto ang
mga matataas na lider ng
CPP-NPA-NDF. na sina
Vie Ladlad Afelberto Silva,
Alfonso Jasminez Aliredo
Mapano, Loida Magpatoc,
Padro Cudaste, Ruben
Saluta, Emestc Lorenzo,

Poiferic Tuna, Renante
Gamara, Tirso Alcantara

‘atiba pa.

- Nabatid ng kinanssla
na rin ng pamahalaan ang
Jont Agreement on Safety
and Immunity Guarantees
(JASIG) upang mapahilis
ang pag-arestu sa mga ito.

Sinabi ni Presidential
Peace Adviser Sec. Jesus
Dureza. nabigyan na nila
ng notice ng kanselasyon
sa JASIG sing NDF chief
political consultant -Jose
Mana Sison at Fidel Ag-
caoilli, ang charman ng
rebel negotiating panel.

Ang JASIG ay pinir-

mahan ng GRP peace
panal at CPF/NPA/NDF
noong Pebrero 1995 kung
saan nakasulat-ang termi-
nation ay maanng gawin
matapes ang 30 araw
kapag naibigay na ang
notice.

ito rin ang nagbibi-
gay garantiya sa pagtivak
ng kaligtasan at walang
magaganap na pag-aresto
sa mga nagasyador, con-
sultants at iba pang miy-
embro ng NDF,

Samantala, nagpakalat
na ng trackers team ang
AFP na makakatuwang
g PNP vperatives upang

" tugisin at arestuhin ang

NDF consultants.

personalities who were__always catch.up-to.them, "
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Militants hit Rody

By ELIZABETH MARCELO

Militant groups Bagong
Alyansang Makabayan (Bay-

an) and the Pambansarig Lakas

ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya
ng Pilipmnas (Pamalakaya) yes-
- terday denounced President
Duterte’s declaration of an all-

! putwar against the commumst.
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will be the people who will
carry the brunt and suffer the
effects of increased military
operations,” the group said
They said that as early
as yesterday, when the all-
-out-war was declared by the
President, there were already
reports of “attacks and harass-
ment” against non-combatants

—New People’s Army (NPA) - - and leaders of legal -mass

- In a press statement, Bayan
said Duterte’s termination of
the peace talks between the
government and the National
Democratic Front (NDF), as
well as his subsequent declara-
tion of an all-out-war against
the NPA, would only aggra-
vate human rights abuses
against the locals, especially
in Mindanao.

“Only the fascists, impe-

rialists and local oligarchs:
are rejoicing over these grim

developments. Meanwhile, it

movements

“It ts an estabhished fact
that no all-out war approach,
not even during the lgeight of
the US-backed Marcos dicta-
torship, has ever succeeded
The root causes of the armed
conflict cannot be solved by in-
tensified military cperations,”
Bayan said. .

On Tuesday, the govern-
ment peace panel served a
formal notice to the NDF that
the government, upon the or-
der of Duterte, 15 terininating

’s all-

the Joint Agreement on Safety
and Immunity Guarantee (JA-
SIG).as well as the safe condurt
passes for NDF. members,
including those acting as con-
sultants in the peace talks. .

Prior to the termination of

the TASIG, which the govern-

ment and the NDF signed m
1995, both sides had lifted the
unilateral ceasefire that they.
declarec last vear ahead of the
resumption of the peace talks.

The NIA lifted the unilat-
eral ceasefire that the rebels
declared after Duterte rejected
the NDF demand to release 400
political detainees. - -

Duterte also lifted the gov-
ernment’s ceasefire after the
NPA launched offensives
against the military. -

Duterte also branded the
CPP-NPA-NDF as a “terrorist
group” and ordered the arrest
of their rebel leaders.

out war vs Reds

Bayan said that despite these
recent “grim developments,”
the peace talks between the two
parhes must resume.

“Even without a ceasefire,

" it is important for the talks to

continue for the benefit of the
people. Now more than ever,
agreements on 50Cio-ecONOM-
ic, polihcal and constitutional

reforms are-needed,” Bayan.

Pamalakaya said the all-oui
war declaration would only
perpetuate impunty allegedly
being committed by govern-
ment authorities. '

“The government’'s im-

“moral and insane all-out war

can never be a kev to achieve
lasling peace and order in
this land but it. will generate
more human rights violations
against imnocent civilians com-
mitted by the state forces with
impunity,” Pamelakaya chair-

man Fernando Hicap said in a
statement.

The group also called on
-Duterte to-stop-his - “series-of

75

tantrums” and reconsider the
cancellation of the JASIG as
well as the peace tall's
“Pressdent Duterte gradu-
allv takes the path of fascism.
This is a clear neglect to the just
demands of the Filipino ieople
who expect genuine change
under President Duterte
through social, economic and
political reforms,” Hicap said.

Resume peace -
- talks

Sen. Francis Pangilinan ap;

pealed yesterday to President -
«-—-—-— Duterte to resume peace talks

and withdraw his declaration
~of war.agai

OFFICE OF THE £RKEY CHEEF PUBLIC AFFAIRE

. Pangilinan said the com-

— Emai! 2dd" 03208, munist insurgency, which has
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resulted in the killing of Fili-

pinos by fellow Filipinos, has
been going on for nearly half a
century while Duterte hasbeen

- President for just.six months _ _ ‘

“Giving 1up on peace and
declaring all-out war just six
months into his Presidency;, 1
believe, with due respect, is
being rash and impulsive,” th
senator said. ‘

“Tt ig crucial that the admin-
istration take a broader view of
the challenges and demands of
peace negotiations. We need
greater patience and under-
standing rather than anger and

" the ease to resort to violence
. and more killings,” he said.

Sen. Gregorio Honasan,
chairman of the committee on
-nahonal defense and secutity,
called for maintaining “coordi-
nation” between the NDF and

the government.
— With Mayen Jaymalin,
Paolo Roimero, Romina Cabrera
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: Nanawagan ang mga par: at mri'lmn gronp ne
.| Citizen’s Alliance for Just Peace kahapon upang
pumagitna at maipagpatuloy angnaudlot na peace
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talks ng gobyerno at ng CPP/NPANDE (Mitee Taboyt

.- GPP/NPA dedma sa. .
"ail out war’ ni Glgong,

Dedma ang Com-

| munist Party of the Phil-

ippmes/New People’s
Army (ZPP/NPA) sa
‘all our war’ m Pangu-

'} long Rodrige Dutette

pagkatapos ang mag-

kabilaang pagbaw1 sa

unilateral ceasefire
Kinumpirma rin

It kahapon n1 National
1 Democratis Frent of
the Philippines {(NDFP)

chiet negotiator Fidel
Agcaoih na natanggap
na nila ang written no-
tice mula kay Peace Ad-

{ viser Sec. Jesus Dureza

hinggil sa termination
ng Joint Apgreement on
Safety and:Inmunity
‘Guarantees-{JASIG)~-

Smab1 m Agcaoilina

1| hindi na ito bagoe para

sa CPP/NPA dakbiil ilang
pangule na i ang nag-
deklarang all ont wai sa
kamlang-hukbo mula pa
kma dating, Paagulbng
Toseph Fsirada kaya
nabuo ang Visitmg Forc-
e5 Agreement (VEA) at
dating Pangulong Cora-
zor Aquino neong 1987
‘knag sadn naganap ang
Mendiola Massacre
Bagama't wala
umanong nakalagay sa
wiiiten notice patuagkol,
sa pormal na pagbawi
sa peace talks, igioni

n1 Ageaoili ma 1tinutn-
ring nilang pahayag na
rin it ng gobyerno ng
pag-terminate sa peace
negotiations :
Security cluster
pulungin na!
Hipiling ni House
committee on national
defense and security
senior vice chairman
Ruffy Biazon, hindi ma-
layong sumiklab ang
giyera dahil bukod sa
pag-terminate sa peace
talks ay biawi na rin
ng Pangulo ang Toint
Agrecment on Safety
and Immunity Guaran-
tees (JASIG)
-. Kailengang may-

yoon nang malinaw-na

plograma ang security
clusters kung papaano i
tutugunan ang mga)
problemang ito sz lalong '
1nadaling panahon para
maprotektahen ang in-,
te1esng mamamavan
‘Back channeling®
Pabor s1 Defense
Secretary Delfin
Losenzana na 1daan sa
‘back channeling talks®
ang pakikipagnege-
sasyoa ng pamahalaan
sa CPP-NFA-Nation-
al Democratic Front
(NDFY. (Jun Tadivs/
Bernard Yaguinod/

Betchai Ji.l].iai_.n_:).'-

!
7jLF
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Lider ng NPA rebs, arestado

Isa pang lidei ng mga
repeideng New People's
Amy {NPA) ang nasakote ng
pinagsanib na puwersa ng
pullsya at militar sa inilatag na
apeiasyen sa Bacolod City,
Negros Oceidantal noong
Martes ng gabi.

Kinilala ni Lt. Col. Erick-
son Rosana, spokesman ng
Army’s 34 Infantry Division
ang suspek na si Rowena
Navarro (uilop na gumagamit

ng alyas Ka Jhea deputy
secretary, regional finance bu-
reau ng Komiteng Rehiyong
Negros ng CPP-NPA-NDF
andang alas — 6:40 ng
gabi nang masakote ng mga
ewtorrdad ang suspek sa
isinidad ng San Juan Stree
sa Barangay 10
Ayon sa opisyal si Quilop
ay inaresto sa bisa ng warrant
of arrest su kasong murder na
inisyu ng Regional Trial Cowt

Branch 80 sa Cadiz City -

Nasamsam sa suspek
ang mgapersonal na'gamit at
mga subersibong dokumento
ng kilusan.

Kasalukuyang isimnailalim
sa tactical interrogation ang
suspek na nasa himpilan ng
Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group (CIDG) 16 sa
Camp Alfredo Montelibano Sr.
sa Negros Occidental. (Joy
Canios)

9
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All out war vs NPA

W ——

won’t be easy — AFP-

. The Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines admitted yesterday that the
all out war against the New People's

i Army would not be eash.

Marine Col. Edgard Avevalo, chief

| of the AFP-Public Affarrs Office, in-a

Quezon City, said defeating the en-
emy won't be an easy task especially
if they are holding on to communi-
ties to survive. '

i “This is not going to be an easy
one. It's not easy to fight your own
l people. It's not easy to fight the NPA
| rebels who are trving to hold on
i communities,” Arevalo said.
i
I

! press briefing in Camp Aguinaldo,
|
|
!

“gut for all intents and purposes,
if we are tc attain a lasting peace, if

we are to end this particular war that
we have been fighting for more than
four decades now, then we have to
defeat them and their capabiliies
and all other aspects of," he said.

Arevalo said now that government
has declared an alt-out war against
communist rebels, the AFP% main
tocus will be in Northeastern Mind-
anao where the concentration of the
CPP-NPA is located. —

“Qur current concentration wifl be
in Northeasteri Mindanao. But there
1s no need to add additional troops
at least as of today to augment our
personnel currently operating there,”
‘Arevalo said, (Francis T. Wake-
field) i

7k
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ASG death toll adds up

The relentless attack of 'the
: Philippine Marine troops on one
of Abu Sayyaf ieader's group has

- rasuited to.added casuathes nn the. .

_ side of the bandits,
' AFP WesMinCom Public Affairs
" Offica: chief Army Captain Jo-Ann D.
" Petinglay reveaied that three more
A5G members fighting under sub-
: leader Alhabsy Misaya were killed
; after five bandits were neutralized
1' by government troops.

Petinglay said among the Abu
'+ Sayyaf members killed were
! identified a5 Karra Kinod, Asbiall
| Ijiram, Bari Rabah, and Hassan
I Angkong, all of whom have l;'candlng

. warrants of arresl. 5
Recovered from the out!aws were
. twn Grenade rifles. 145 rounds of
! 7,82 live ammunition, 32 rounds of
5.30 Ive ammurntion; six 3ssorted
© suspenders with magazine pouch:

assorced camouﬂaue' and d|g|tai

- uniforms.

The AFP earlier sald thatflve ASG
handits. were killed while another

was caplured during the initiat
firefight.

Petinglay said the AFP's Joint
Task Force Sulu continues to scour
the-area in pursuit on the evading
Abu Sayyaf members. :

Naval blockade and maritime
securtty patrol off the waters of
Capual Island are also continuousiy
being conducted.

“Military operations are currently
being intensified to cor “ain the
Abu Sayyaf Group and facilitate
the nossible rescue of hostages
in the hinterlands of Sulu,” said
Major General Catiito G. Galves.
Jr, the ZCommander of ihe Westerr
Mindanao Command. {Francis T.
Wakefield)
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3 more Sayyaf killed in milita

ZAMBOANGA CITY:Government troops
hunting down abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG) terrorists had killed three
Mmore gunmen in fighting on Capual
Island off the southern Philippine
Province of Suly, officials annotinced
on Wednesday,

Anmy Captain jo-ann Petinglay, a

spokeswornan for the Western Mind- -

anao Command, said a total of eight
rebels were killed in the fighting since
February 7, :

She added that the bodies of all
slain rebels had been recovered by
soldiers and that four of the Bunmen
have been identified a3 Kang Kinod,
£ Siali ljiram, Bari Rabah and Hassan

Angkong, . :
The casualties were followers of

Abu Sayyafsubsleader Alhabsi Misaya,
whomanaged to escape frommilitary .

 operations, :
- “Pursuit [operations] launched

by Marine troops against the group
of Misaya resulted in anothetround.
of armed confrontation, increasing
the number of enemy casualties to
elght” Petinglay said, adding that
military forces also recovered eight
automatic rifler and two grenade
launchers, including munition and
camouflage uniforms from the
island.

Petinglay said soldiers continue to
search for Misaya and other leaders
of the Abu Sayyaf who Pledged al-
legiance to the Isiamic State.

“The loint Task Force Sulu

-and pursuit-on the

Page: Eﬁ q’

ry clashes |

continues to conduct scouring
ing Abu
Sayyaf members. Naval blockade
and maritime security patrol off
the waters of Capual Island are
continuously being conducted,”
she added, ) A
Meajor General Carlito Galvez,
chief.of the Westem Mindanao.Com-
mand, has ordered security forces to
fescue some two dozen Abu Sayyaf
hostages, mostly Asian sailors seized
from Basilan province and in Sahah
inMalaysia fastyear,
“Military operations are cumrently
being intensified to contain the Abu
Sayyaf Group and faclitate the pos-
sible rescue of hostages in the hinter-
lands of Sulu,” he said, AL JACINTD
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3 more Abus k
in sustained offensives by
FPinSulu

|
|

3,"NONOY E. LACSON

AMBOANGA CITY. - Three

more bodies of Abu Sayyaf

members were discovered

| yesterday, as casualties of

the pandit grovp rose fo eight in

sustained offensives by Joint Task

Force Sulu (JTFS), the Armed Forces

of the Philippmes - Western Mind-

anao Command {AFP-WestMinCom)
reported :

WestMinCom Spokesman Army

Capt Jo-Ann Petinglay said hot pursuit

operations launched by Marine troops
against the group of Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASGs sub-leader AlhabsiMisaya in the
hinterlands of Sitio Talok Talok. Capual,
Sulu resulted in another round of armed
confrontations that increased the num-
ber of enemny casualties to eight. -

Misaya is a gub-leader of the ASG
based in Indagan, Sufu with more or
less 40 followers. 1

Petinglay said among those ASG

“members killed were Karra Kinod, -~

Asbiali Ijram, Bat1 Rabah and Hassan

Angkong, all of whom have standing

warrants of arrest.

The soldiers also recovered two
grenade rifies; 145 rounds of 762 live
ammunition; 12 rounds of 5.56 live am-
munition; six assorted suspenders with
magazine pouch; assorted camouflage;
and uniforms with digitized print. -

- JT'FS continues fo.conduct scouring
ard pursuit operations on the fleeing
ASGmembers. =~ - 7

. Naval blockades and maritime secu-
rity patrois are now on standby in the
waters oft Capual Island. =

- “\filitary operations are currently

=——=-=—=—1——— — . being intensified to conian the ASG
R " and facilitate the possible rescue of —
hostages in the hinterlands of Sul?- —
sid WestMinCom Commander Maj.
Gen Carlito G. Galvez, Jr
Last Tuesday, five members of the
ASG were killed, while another was
capiured by government forcesina20-
minute enconiter in Sitio Talok Talok.
Capual, Sulu : ‘
Petinglay said while the ASG casual-
ties have been mounting, the govern-
ment has recorded none from among

its ranks

- ‘ W) er——
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4 more Sayyaf
“menslain
in Sulu clash

ZAMBOAMCA CITY -
Four more Abu Sayyaf ban-
dits have been killed m a
clash with Marine spldiers on
anisland in Sulv on Tuesday

Capt. Jo-Ann Petinglay,

. _spokesperson for the Western ——-

Mirdanac Command (West-
mincom}, sard the bandits
shot it out with soldhers who
launched pursuit operations
following an encounter in
Sitie Talok Talok on Capual
island that left five bandits
dead alsc on Tuesday

Petinglay said the fatalities
— Karra Kinod, Asbiali fjiram,
Bari Tabah and Hassan Ang-
kong—alt have standing arrest
watrants,

Soldrers recovered guns,
ammunition and mulitary
uniform from the fatalities,
Petinglay said.

. Ma. Gen. Carlito Galvez,
Westmincom chief, said they
would continue to intensify
————————— therr opéra’rions to prevent ————— —

the brfidits from SMNATEHAE
atrocities as vwell as rescue their
remaining hostages.

— Roel Parefio

My
=

= _"- ----- L . W S R _-_-
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8 /SG tosies s2 S2giraan

. UMAKYAT na 55 walong
mryembro ng Abu Sayyaf
P 4Ng nasawi sz patiloy
na 1nilulunsad. na operation
ng miliiay laban s mga
bandido sa Stln
dpa: sa walorg nasawing
mga bandido ay nakilalang
sina Karra Kinod. Asbiali
Yjiram, Bar: Rabah at Hassan
Angkong, na nawang may-
roong mga wariant of arrest,
Ayon kay Captain Jo-anp
D Petinglay, spokesman ng
Western Mindanao Com.

mand, muling nakasagups ng
mga elemenio ng Philippme
Marme ang grupo ur Alhabsy
Misaya s patuloy na Ppagtugis
samgabandido sa Capual, Suly,

Ang engkwentro a9y tuma-
2al ng ilang minuto na rag-
Tesulta ng pagkasawi sa ilang
8 moga bandido.

Inaalam pa ng mpa otorj-
dad ang pagkakakilalan ng
mga nasawing bandido,

arekober ng mea sunda-
lo sa piangyarihan ng cng-
kwentro ang dalawang pre-

sa milicar sa Sl

nade rifles; 145 ng mga bala

ng 762; 12 bala ng 5 A56;
anim na jba‘t tbang suspen-
de:s at magazing pouch, cam-

ouflage, af digiial uniforms
Patuloy ang Pagtugls ng
mga sundalo laban sa mga
tumatakas na. mpa bandido
habang patuloy naman ang
isinasagawang Naval
Rlockade at maritme securi-
ty patrol sa katubigan ng
Capua Island Jpang hindi
maka ang mga bandido,
(Mark Obleada)

]
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8 pang Abu Sayyaf patay sa Sulu

Tumaas ang bilang ng namatay
sa pangkat ng Abu Sayyaf sa
pagpapatuloy ng labanan sa pagitan
ng grapo at militar sa Sulu.

Smiabt ni May. Gen, Carlito Galvez
f]r., commander g Western Mindanao
Command (WestMinCom),na walong
Abu Sayyat ang napatay sa pagsalakay

ng Marine Special Operations Group
Martes ng umaga sa Barangay Capual
sd bayanng Omar -

Nakasamsam din ang militar
ng walong tugh-powered na baril
kabilang ang apat na M16 at apat na
Miarifle.

Patuloy ang pagtugm ng Marmes

sa pangkat ni Abu Savyaf sub-leader
Alhabsy Misaya, na nagresulta sa
pangalawang engkuweritro kung saan
tatlong Abu Sayyaf ang napatay
FPinatindi ng mulitar ang opensiba
laban sa Abu Sayyaf upang maisalba
ang halos 27 natitirang kidnap vickm
g grupo Fer Taboy
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THE KATION'G LEADING NEWBPAPEE

CHANGE OF HEART - ‘Ka
Junie’ recounts his Iife -
as a Now Peopla's Armer
(NPA) rebel operating In
'| Davao-Grlental, as he Is

pressnted o media by
'( the Armed Forces of .

| the Phillpplaes (AFPj -

________ II and the Philippine -

0 ' Natlonal Pollce (PNP)

| In Davao Clty after his

| surrender Wednesday.
(Kelth Bacongeo)

{
b5
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fio, thanks members of the powerful (.omm|55|on_ﬂn Appcintments shortly after his interim

——

i

A
!
OFFICE OF THE AR

appointment as{the military chief along with 29 newly promoted generals and senior officers in Wednesday’s plenary session at the Senate in Pasay City Ey Acasio

UNANIMOUSLY CONFIRMED. Armed Forces Chief of Staff, Gen Eduardo A
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WIN

TAYONG LAHAT

NI KUYA WIN CATCRALIAY

P-Digong, inaprubahan na

ang llii’i’i: para'sa mga .-
' ©. . pagpaparanu ng resetbang hukbo
- ng mga militar para saatmg bansa.. -

LAKING—TUWAnahnnang ahngma]amanang
desisyon kamakailan ni Pangulong Rodngo
Duterte ria aprubahan ang pagpapanumbalik sa
mandatong Reserved Officers Training Course
(ROTC) program sa mga mag-aaral na nasa
antas 11 at 12 sa parehong pribado at
pampublikong paaralan sa buong bansa. .
Sesertipikahan bilang 1sang “urgent bill”
ng pangulo ang pagpapanumballk sa ROTC
at agad itong isusumite sa Kamara at Senado.
Dahil dito, kumpiyansa tayong maisasabatas

_naang ating nilikhang

panukalang-batas noong

nakaraang taon na Senate Bill No. 200 0 ang
pagpapatupad ng ROTC program sa hayskul.
Dito ay magsasanay ang Jahat nang naka-en-
roll na nag-aaral sa mga kolehiyo,
unibersidad, teknikal at bokasyunal na mga

. paaralan

Napa&snmduanngga
amyendahan ang Republic Act 7077

bmcngpmgul

“.Allact

providing for the development, administration,
organization, traming, maintenance and ufiliza-
tion of the Citizen Armed Forces of the Phalip-

Ang hindi lang kabilang sa
panukalang-batas na ito ay mga
na__|

pines and for other purposes™ para
magmg mandatory ang ROTC sa
lahat ng mga nasa sekondarvang
paaralan, -

Namnlwala tayo na ang -

pagtatalaga ng ROTC program para
sa mga estudyante ng tugh school

- ay may malaking papel na

gagampanan sa paghubog at

Sa pamamagitan nito ay maituture
at maipamamahagi natin sa kanila
ang pagkakaroon ng malasakit at
pagmamahal sa bansa, paggalang
sa human rights at paninilbihan sa
publiko nang may kusang-loob at
walang pag-aalinlangan,

Sa Sepate Bill No. 200, military
training ang para sa kalalakihan
habang civic training naman ang

nakalaan para sa mga babaeng

estudyante kung saan sifa ay
magsasanay sa serbisyong pam-
publiko na ‘may kaugnayan sa
operasyong pangkaligtasan at

mliembro ng Armed Forces of the

Pahina. )

Philippines { AFP) at ng Philippme
National Police (PNP) at ang mga
may. kapansanang pampzsﬂcal at
sikolohlkal o P -
Nakatutuwang malaman na
kmsa natin si Pangulong Duterte sa
layuning maipamahagi sa mga
kabataang Pilipino ang pagiging
1akabayan at ang dedilsasyon sa

— Sa pamamag;tan ng tamang
mandato ng mga taong nasa
pamahalaan, matutalungan natin
silang matuto at bigyan ng
importansiya ang pagkakaroon ng
hangarin sa pusong manilbihan sa
ating kapwa at sa ating bayan.

. Ating tandaan na ang magan-
dang kinabukasan ng Pilipinas ay
nakasalalay sa integridad at
prinsipyo ng ating mga kabataan,
na sivang susunod na mamumuno
sa ating bansa. At sa tulong ng
ganitong uri ng programa,

matutulungan natin sila namaging
mga responsableng mamamayan at
lider 52 hinaharap kapag dumating
na ang panahon na nasa kanila na
angbola sa pa.gpapatakbo ng atmg

. lipunan,
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Gov't can easily win vs NPA

ow that the government
has derlared an "all-cut
against the New
People’s Army (NPA) after

Wa.l’"

ihe termination of the peace
talks, it can easily win the war
against the NPa.

How” By winnmg the
hearfs and minds of mdige-
qacus peoples who will deprive
NFA guerrillas their refuge 1n
the mountains.

The government can form
armed groups among tribes
—Ilike the Mandaya, Bagobo,
Manobo, B’laan in Mindanao
and the Agta, Aeta and Igorotin
Luzon, and the Tagbanua in the
Visayas—to fight the NPAs.

The "Army Special Forces
can frain these tribes to fight
the NPAs

If these options are not pos-
sible for one reason or ancther,
the government can deploy
sples among selected members
of a tribe .

Or 1t can pay handsome re-
wards tu informers for.the cap-

—tore vt deathof WPAlpaders: -

Excellent mtelhgence can
e achieved if militny intelli-
gence funds are used for their
intended purpose: espionage’

- Jand 1n hand with plaung
sples among indigenous tribes,
the goverment may mcrease I1ts
fleet of hehcopters which can
swiitly transport troops o places
where the NPAs a1e camped.

Most important of all, 1t
should keep troop morale mgh
by making soldiers aware that
if they arz wounded 1n corpbat

A
ON TARGET

RAMOMN TULFO .

they will- immediately be air-
lifted to the nearest military
hospltals

Severa.l years from now, the
urban blight in Manila will be
solved when a “city within a
city” rises at the reclamation
project on Manila Bay

The multibillion-peso

reclamation project on 407.42
hectares off N orth Harbor will
have skyscrapers, shopping

—roalls; resfienrial- condorhini: — g Tine ias besh shortened,

ums sports and recreational
facilities -and universities on
the Tondy foreshore area.

The “city within a city.”
whirh is at the other end of
Manila Bay from 5M Mall of
Asia. will have its own water
tax: sexvice

It's considered the biggest
and most advans.ed pmlect on
Manila Bay -

Manila Mayor Erap has dp
proved the promgct which was
signed by the Philippine Recla-

il

mation Authority and UAA
Kinming Development Corp.
» UAA is owned by a Hong

_ Kong-based = developer, Xu
- Ming Liang, also known to his
Filipine friends as Jose Kho. - -

¥ho and his children Kitson

" President DMigong in Malacafiaiig
recently and they volunteered
to build a Pyso-million drug re-
hdbﬂltatmn center in Bukldnon

The most modern CT-scan
was Inauguraied on Monday at
Chinese General Hospital and
Medical Center (CGHMC).

The Pioo-million CT-scan
determines what ails a pa-
tient within seconds after the
scanning,

Called "Revolutmn CT” it
is the first of its klnd in l;he
counfry

“The scanmng time has
been narrowed down. For ex-
ample, previously it's five
minutes. Now it has narrowed
dewn to one minute. So scan-

__and Luis had an audience with -- —---

which means that radiation ex-
posure of the patient 1s also de-
creased, ' said Dr Cesar Co,
CGHMC radiologist -

But what's more significant
about Revolufion CT 1s that the
fee for scanniug hdﬁ not
Lhanged

“The benetfit 15 for Ihe pa-
rient, especially the poor ones
We don'i charge a higher price
[than beforel,” sawd philan-
thropisf Tames Dy, CGHMC
president INQ -

! L
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CA confirms AFP chief Afio, 29 other

officers, 5 envoys

By: Ernie Reyes, InterAksyon.com
February 8, 2017 2:56 PM

AFP chief of 5
MANILA —~ The Commission on Appointments on Wednesday confirmed General Eduardo M. Afio as 48th chief of

staff of the Ammed Forces of the Philippines, a day after the Cabinet decided to support President Duterte's call to
resume ail-out war against communist rebels whom he now considers "terrorists” and "bandits "

-

taﬁ Eduarde M. Anio at his confirmation Wednesday (Feb. 8, 2017). JAMIN VERDE, INTERAKSYON.COM

Ao, reputedly one of the best veterans in counterinsurgency and military intelligence, was former Army chief and
head of the intelligence Service of the AFP (ISAFP).

His swift confirmation was in contrast to his stumble before the CA a few years ago, when his promotion was
snagged by allegations of involvement in the April 2007 abduction of activist-farmer Jonas Burgos, who remains

HSSIng.

Afio has denied participation in the abduction, and the Department of Justice cleared him of criminals raps when
Jonas' mother Edita T. Burgos filed a complaint.

The CA also confirmed the interim appointments of 29 general and flag and senior officers of AFP, including five
ambassadorial posts.

Afio headed the operating arm of the intelligence Group of the Philippine Army when armed men and a woman
barged inside a mall in Quezon City and abducted Burgos on April 28, 2007.

He was the 57th commanding general of the Philippine Army before his appointment as the chief of staff of AFP, in

Decemberlast year.
1
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Aside from Afio, others confirmed by CA are:

1. B/Gen. Jose Antonio Carlos B. Motril

2, B/Gen. Emmanuel Joaquin B. Guina {Reserved)
3. B/Gen. Edmund Dante E. Janda

4. Major Gen. Herminigildo Francisco C. Aquino
5. B/Gen. Gavin D. Edjawan

6. B/Gen. Samuef G. Gotico

7. B/Gen/. Isidro L. Purisima

8. B/Gen.Ernesto V. Ravina ,.Jr.

9. Rear Admiral Rene V. Medina

10. Major Gen. Enrique C. Reyes

11. Major Gen, Joselito M. Reyes

12. BfGen. Earl D.. Baliao

13. B/Gen. Roy T. Devesa

14. B/Gen. Roseller G. Murilio

15. Major Gen. John N. Aying

16. B/Gen. Bienvenido R. Datuin, Jr

17. Major Gen. Rhoderick M. Parayno

18. Colonel Amador A. Magdamit, Jr. {(Judge Advocate General)
18. Commodore Erick A. Kagaoan

20. B/Gen. Custodio J. Parcon, Jr.

21. B/Gen. Simplicio A. Lumantas, Jr

22. B/Gen. Gilbert |. Gapay

23. B/Gen. Jesus A. Manangquil, Jr. L’/g

Arrmy CaF&Puﬁeese%emﬂg—f#epEﬂph—Semnng—theﬂsnu
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24. B/Gen. Peter C. Suchianco (Reserved)
25. Major General Robert M. Arevalo

26. Major General Danilo G. Pamonag

27. Vice Admiral Narciso A. Viingson, Jr.
28. Major General Paul T. Atal

29. Commodore Rommet Jason L. Galang

Meanwhile, the CA also approved the nomination of five officials of the Depariment of Foreign Affairs (DFA):

1. Eduardo Eco Kapunan Jr. as Ambassador to Republic of the Union of Myanmar

RS —— | S =

2. Bienvenido Villamor Tejano as Ambassador to Papua New Guinea
3. Abdulmaid Kiram Muin as Ambassador to Republic of Timor-Leste

4. Evan Pumaren Garcia as Permanent Representative of the Philippines to United Nations in Geneva,
Switzerland

5. Celia Anna Mallari Feria as Ambassador to Portuguese Republic

te
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AFP guardedly optimistic of beating NPA
threat

Philippine News Agency

“The Armed Forgces of the Philippines (AFP) on Wednesday expressed guarded optimism that this time - after
more than 50 years — it finally has what it takes fo defeat the rebel threal.

AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said this time, the military has a more clearer blueprint or
program on what approach to defeat the insurgency problem in its newly-activated Development Support and

Security Plan (DSSP) *Kapayapaan™ which has four strategic concepts:

- Sustained military operation to defeat the foreign and local terrorist organizations;

- Contribute to the promotion of peace;

- Active support to law enforcement in war against drugs; and

- Contribute te nation building.

Under DESP "Kapayapaan', the local governments and good governance, private sector will play a major role
in defeating the rebei threat as it through them that deveiopment will be coursed down to countryside, thus
ensuring the trickling down of economic progress.

“No matter how iong or prolonged our combat operations against them, as long as the rebeis don't have the
means to improve their livelihood, insurgency will remain. Now if we can get the local government units and
good governance and private sector support, the AFP wili be willing to provide the security component, so that
the seeds of growth and development for nation well-being (can be planted)," Arevalo said in Filipino.

——Aside from_ithe socio-civic_component, the AFP_is now more equipped. with_better weapons to fight the rebel

and other threats.
"We are now in a better position to fight the enemies of the State, we will employ elite units from the Army,

Navy, Marines and the Philippine Air Force in the conduct of a surgical focused, deliberate and intelligence-
driven combat-civil operations," he added.

Army Core Purpase: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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hitp://www.gmanetwork.com/news
Over 1,000 new NPA rebels recruited
during ceasefire —military

By MARLLY ROME BONDOC, GMA News

The New People's Army (NPA) had taken advantage of the ceasefire related to the peace talks to recruit over
1,000 new members, a military official said Wednesday.

"They really took advantage of the peace talks. About 1,000 plus were probably recruited during the six months
na hindi tayo nagkakarcon ng combat operations against the New People's Army," said Lt. Col. Ernesto Garcia
of the military's Civit Relations Service during a roundtable discussion in Quezon City.

"Ginamit_nila_ito_(ceasefire) just to strengthen their ranks," he added. A—

Both the government and the NPA, the armed wing of the Communist Parly of the Philippines (CPP), had
declared ceasefire in connection with the peace negotiations. However, NPA attacks on soldiers prompted
President Rodrigo Duterte to lift the ceasefire and, subsequently, cancel the negotiations.

Citing military records, Garcia said there were about 3,700 armed NPA rebeis before the peace talks.
"Ayon sa dating numero natin before sa peace talks, 3,700. According 'van sa mga revelations ng mga

surrendered o captured na mga NPA din," he said.

"But as of now, may lumalabas na there are more than that dahil from the star! of the negotiations, nag-recruit
sila (NPA). They used the peace talks to recruit more new blood sa kanilang organization," Garcia added.
Following the cancellation of the peace talks, the government said it is observing an "ali-out war" against the

NPA.

Garcia said the all-out war would be "selective" to allay fears of possible human rights violations.
"We will only be targeting the NPA or the armed elements, para mawala yung agam-agam na baka may
human rights violations ¢ kung ano pa man dahil nagdaan na tayo divan noong Martial law " Garcia said. —

KBK, GMA News
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http:/hveww. update.ph

Know why President Duterte wants mandatory
ROTC

President Rodrigo Duterte has approved the recommendation of the Department of National Defense (DND) to
revive mandatory Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) program “to instill love of country and good

citizenship among the youth.”

Presidential Spokesman Ernesto Abella said President Duterte gave go signal for endorsement in Congress of
a bill amending Republic Act No. 7077 which mandates the “institutionalization, development, training and

organization” of basic ROTC in Grades 11 and 12 during last Tuesday’s cabinet meeting.

Abella said the mandatory ROTC program will cover public and private senior high schools.

“In his 2016 State of the Nafi_aﬁ_Address, the President made a policy pronouncerment tagt}engtheh ‘the ROTC
program to instill love of country and good citizenship among the youth, and to make it once again mandatory,”

Abella said in a text message to Palace reporters on Wednesday.
He said it will be submitted to Congress for deliberations and hopefully, for approval.

ROTC is now just one of the three components of the National Service Training Program, a civic education and
defense preparedness program for Fifipino college students.

A hazing incident involving the death of Mark Welson Chua of the University of Sto. Tomas and corruption
have prompted the government to stop the mandatory implementation of ROTC program in 2001,

[v}
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http:/fwww.update.ph

Mandatory ROTC to instill patriotism to Filipino
youth

Gloria Seloza

“Instituting a mandatory ROTC program for senior high schools students is a great way to shore up our
milifary's reserve corps while instilling the fundamental ideais of patriotism and public service in the youth. | am
definitely willing to sponsor this bill when it is forwarded to the Senate,” Senator Win Galchalian said after
President Duterte approved the return of mandatory Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) program which

will be in Senior High School grades 11 and 12.

President Duierie certified as urgent ihe ilegislation of the return of mandatory ROTC program.

Moreover, Gatchalian also urged the President to certify as urgent Senate Bifl No. 200, which seeks to revive
the mandatory ROTC program in post-secondary educational institutions.

]

SB200 would require students enrolled in colleges, universities, and technical and vocational schools to
compleie a two-year ROTC program before graduation.

“The future of this country will depend on the character and virtue of our future leaders. Mandatory ROTC
programs at the secondary and tertiary levels will heip ensure that the youth of today will lead the Philippines
with honor, selflessness, and love of country in the future,” said Gatchalian.

hitp.//cnnphilippines.com
Military to send elite units against communist
terrorists

Ruben Santos

Elite units from the Philippine Army, Philippine Navy, Marines CGorps, and the Philippine Air Force will
——be-the-ones leading-the-offensives—against-the-armed-components-of communist-in-the Philippines,—

now being considered as terrorists. This was revealed by Armed Forces of the Philippines Public

Affairs Office chief Colonel Edgard Arevalo to radio dzBB on February 7.

“Sila ang mangunguna sa tatawagain nating combat, intelligence and civil military operations,”

Colonel Arevalo said.

He said that artillery will be used only for “well-identified military target.”

“Well, when you talk about ali-out-war, it means that we are going {0 make use of ail available assets

of our AFP to accomplish our mission, by ‘all-out-war’, however we do not mean that we are going to

be indiscriminate in our conduct of operations, our operations will always and has always been

focused and determined but we are not going to be indiscriminate,” Colonel Arevalo said in a

separate press briefing.

He added that the military offensive will be well planned, surgical in approach and deliberate as it's

intention to defeat the NPA not only militarily but also through their infrastructure and support

systems, and destroy their will to fight.
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Pres. Duterte gives go signal for revival of basic ROTC --
Palace

Philippine News Agency

President Rodrigo Duterte has approved the recommendation of the Department of National Defense {DND) to
revive mandatory Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) program “to instill love of country and good
citizenship among the youth.”

Presidential Spokesman Emesto Abelia said President Duterte gave go signai for endorsement in Congress of
a bill amending Republic Act No. 7077 which mandates the"institutionalization, development, training and
organization” of basic ROTC in Grades 11 and 12 during last Tussday’s cabinet meeting.

Abella said the mandatory RQTC program will cover public and private senior high schools.

"In his 2018 State of the Nation Address, the President made a policy pronouncement to strengthen the ROTC
program to instill love of country and good citizenship among the youth, and to make it once again mandatory,"

Abelia said in a text messa,gg_to_Ealace_rapn:tepsmWed-nesday.

He said it will be submitted to Congress for deliberations and hopefully, for approval.
ROTC is now just one of the three components of the National Service Training Program, a civic education and

defense preparedness program for F ilipino college. students.
A hazing incident involving the death of Mark Weison Chua of the University of Sto. Tomas and corruption

have prompted the government to stop the mandatory implementation of ROTC program in 2001.

www. retiredanalyst.blogspot.com
PNP to coordinate with PAF to fly scalawag cops to

Basilan

Philippine News Agency

The Philippine National Police (PNP}) is set to coordinate with the Philippine Air Force (PAF) for the transport of

poiice scalawags to Basilan province.
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte on Tuesday scoided the 228 erring policemen from the National Capital Region

Police Office (NCRPQ), mg_areiacwg_vanoussﬁense&anelwelaﬂeﬁﬂﬁhe-!aw—and-gave them 15 days o

prepare to “move out”.
President Duterte gave them a two-year “tour of duty” in Basilan to hunt down the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

bandits.
NCRPO chief Director Oscar Albayalde said they will immediately coordinate with the PAE pursuant to the

directive of the President to transfer the police scalawags to Basilan.
He said their PNP provincial and regional directors would allot funds if ever the erring policemen need to

personally appear for the cases they are facing in courts in Metro Manila.
Albayalde, however, admitied that many of the erring policemen prefer to just resign from the service than be

transferred to Basiian.
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Palace welcomes leftist Cabinet members’

decision to stay
Philippine News Agency

Malacanang welcomed on Wednesday the decision of three “left-leaning” members of the Cabinet to stay and
to serve the administration of President Rodrigo Duterte.

Presidential Spokesperson Ernesto Abella said the Palace is pleased that Department of Social Welfare and
Development Sec. Judy Taguiwalo, Department of Agrarian Reform Sec. Rafael Mariano and National Anti-
Poverty Commission Lead Convenor Sec. Liza Maza decided to stay despite the scrapping of peace talks with
Communist Party of the Philippines-New People's Army-National Democratic Front of the Philippines (CPP-

——NPA-NDFP);

"The President chose them as his aiter egos because he believes in their capacity to serve and deliver
sustainable basic social services to the Filipino people," Abella said in a press statement.

Abella said the three leftist Cabinet members still enjoy the trust and confidence of President Duterte.

"We assure everyone that the government shall continue to pursue genuine socio-economic reforms to
alleviate poverty and promote a just and lasting peace," Abella said.

" The Duterte administration remains fully committed to the task of uniting our people and working with all
sectors fo achieve peace and inclusive development during its term,” he added.

Last Tuesday, Presidential Communications Office Secretary Martin Andanar said the three “left-leaning”
Cabinet members have not been barred from attending Cabinet meetings.

Andanar said the three Cabinet members have been working_effectively in their respective government_

positions.

-L.ast weekend, President Duterte announced the scrapping of the peace talks with the communist rebels
following the brutal Kkilling of three soidiers in Bukidnon.
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Gov't in 'all-out war' vs. NPA

By Eimor P. Santos, CNN Philippines

Metro Manila {(CNN Philippines) — The government is waging an "all-out war" against armed communist
rebels, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said Tuesday.
—— "Yes, it is an all-out war because they.are already considered by ihe President as terrorist]s]," Lorenzana said

in a press briefing in Malacafang.
President Rodrigo Duterte on Sunday said he now considers the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP},
together with its sub-groups, the New Peopie's Army (NPA) and the National Democratic Front (NDF), as a

terrorist group.
Lorenzana, however, clarified that the miiitary is only going after the NPA, the armed unit of the CPP which has

waged a 48-year-old insurgency.

An "all-out war" means the government will use all available assets of the Armed Forces to accomplish its
mission, AFP spokesman Col. Edgardo Arevailo said in a separate press briefing.

“Our infention is to defeat the enemy, to defeat the New People's Army," Arevalo said.

The communist rebels' "peace-loving supperters” will remain unharmed, Lorenzana said.

The Armed Forces promised to secure civilians amid heightened military operations.

"We will ensure there will be no collateral damage at the most that we couid avoid It," Arevale said.

The NPA has yet to release a statement on the government's "all-out war," but it has earlier admitted initiating
20 offensives against government forces last week, and capturing at least three soldiers.

NPA rebels nabbed, surrendered

The government has deployed enough troops to hunt down an estimated 5,000 NPA rebels in the country,

Lorenzana said.
Aceording 1o the Armed Forces, military operations against the NPA has so far been "successful,” four days

—after-Duterielifted-the-governments-unilateral ceasefire-declaration-on-Friday-nighi-
At least two NPA rebels have been arrested while seven have surrendered to authorities as of Tuesday
afternoon, the AFP said in a statement. Authorities recovered high-powered firearms and an improvised
explosive device from the rebeis.
Another rebel was killed in Davao City on Monday. Police said the rebel resisted arrest. One other rebel was
slain in Occidental Mindoro on Sunday, authorities said.
The government is urging communist rebels to turn themselves in,
Lorenzana said the NPA is no different from the Abu Sayyaf group, another terrorist group that the Armed
Forces of the Philippines are trying to topple. Both groups abduct people and extort money, he said.
The Armed Forces said NPA rebels killed three soldiers in Bukidnon on February 1, despite earlier declaring
that their unilateral ceasefire wili end on February 10. Lorenzana said this is the "iast straw” that led to
Duterte's withdrawal from the peace talks on Sunday.
The fourth round of peace talks under the Duterte administration was supposed to resume in Oslo, Norway on
April 2-6. it is the NDF that represents rebels in peace negotiations, since the NPA has been outlawed through

Republic Act 1700. |
The NDF has said it is hoping to continue with the peace talks. EU
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