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O TRUTH SHEOALE DRCRAM, -

‘Prepare fo
Big One

Phivolcs warns
Valley FQ_MZ_I‘ _.;_,' |
 residents

By HELENFLORES -~ =~

~ Residents of MetroMantila and
nearby provinces should prepare
for the “Big One,” a magnitude
7.2 earthquake to be generated
by the West Valley Fault, which
is ripe for movement.
Amid the devastation caused by
the magnifude 6 7 earthquake 1 Su-
rigao, the Thilippine Institute ot Vol-
canolegy.and Sergmology (Phivolcs)
.yesterday dppealed fo residents of
Metio Marula and nearby provinces
to prepare for a powerful earthquake
that could kill thousands. 1Y
“Everyone must learn from the
recent effects of the magnitude 6.7
earthqueke m Surigao del Norte. If
a sumilar event happens m a highly
urbanized area, the effects-can be
more devastating,” Phivolcs director
Renato Solidum warned . -~
State sersmologists have repeat-
edly warned the public that the West
Valley Fault 15 ripe for movement
The West Vailey Fault, Sohdum
said, moves roughly every 400 vears
The Jast major earthquake generated
by this fault was n 1658 or 357 years
ago: LE =T NR ST %L
02 - The 100-kilometer fault traverses

parts of Bulacan through Quezon
: : —————— Clity, Marikina, Makati, Pasig, Taguig
FFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS —Email: - . Turn to Page 14
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P repa re _From Page 1

and Muatinlupa in Metro Ma-  Silang mn Cavite.. -

nila, San Pedrc, Bifian, Sta A 2004 study funded by the
Rosa, Cabuvao and Calamba Japan International Coopera-
in Laguna, and Carmona, tion Agency for Phivolcs and
Ceneral Mariano Alvatez and the Metropolitan Manila De-

3

velopment Authority showed
- West Valley Fault

that the magmtude 7.2 quake
could kil up to 34,000 people
and mjure 100,000 others due
te collapsed buildings
Solidum explained that
the movement oi the Phulip-
pne Fauli (Sunigao segment)
would not trigger the move-

ment of faults farther like the
Phivoles continted to re-
cord aftershocks from the
magnitude 6.7 quake that hit
Surigac last Friday night, kill-
mg at least eight pecple and
imjuring hundreds.
More than 150 aftershocks

have been recorded as of
yesterday morning, Phivoles
sad. . ' .

At 351 am. yesterday, an
aftershock of magnitude 41
struck Surigan. It was reporaed-
ly telt at Intensity 3 in the dirv.

Phivolcs earlier warned the
public to brace for more after-

shocks from the magnitude
67 quake that could collapse
already damaged structures.

Eastern Mindanao, includ-
ing Surigao del Norte, 1s one
of the earthquake prone areas
in the counmy because of the
Philippine Fault and Philippine
Trench
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STORY BY JOCELYNR.UY -
n Archbrshop Vlllegas= A group of : l Church and government should

blshops in touch Wlﬂl a: Cahmet '“ T laok for middle ground for the
official who’s an ex-semmar;an good of Flhpmos, he says- ‘

- ‘Walk for Life’ on Saturday will
send message that prayers, not L
blood, should fill the streets M

1
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ByJoeern R. Uy
. Qe

The f‘athouc Bzohops C.onfel

‘enci¢ of the Philippines (CBCP}
1s hopm.g ‘ro engage an moreas .,

whom he declined to name, to
keep the commumcanon chan-
nel open
Villegas sa1d this group was
dumg preth/ well” haying been
‘able tp establish'a romnection

A
with one of Presment Duterte’s
Cabinet secretaries. an ex-seni-
_narian There are three former .

_seminarians in the Cabiner
Leoncio Evasco, Ernesto Perma
and ismael Sueno.

“There 1s a level of open-'

‘ness with the government be-
cause [it] is still composed -of
Filipinos and most of them
Catholics and three of theni ex-
‘seminarians and they are also
'in need of -our pastoral care,”
said the 56—ycar-old prelate.
“We look at it from the big-
ger pomt ot view and looking at
the pro and anti as both our

parishioners. We want to keep -

the communication lines open
to all sectors of society because
we are bishops.” Villegas said.
Villegas was asked why the
Church was seemingly hesitant
to lead ‘its flock into a moral
-putrage amid the wave of ethi-

cal and morai issues hounding: .

Mr.

the country under

D 10
‘that. rhe h20- vfzrong CBCP:had
designated-a group " of bishops, * °

guest in the Meet1nqu1re: Multimedla forum on Monday

receives tokens from Inguirer: presndent/CEO Alexandra

Prleto Romualdez —ALEX!S CORPUS

Duterte’s unorthodox sivie .of
leadership just as it did during
the dark days of martial law.

- The CBCP liead noted that
“critical collaboration” was al-
s0 the Church’s response dur-

" ing the Ferdinand Marcos -dic-
tatorship, listening ndt just to-

human rights victims but alse
keeping the line open to dia-
logue-with the government .

Smkmg abalance .
_ Villegas said the “Church
was very vocal and active dur-
ing ‘the Marcos regime, but

there were also occasions dur-

ing those years when then
Manila Archbishop Jaifne Car-
dinal Sinfound himself attend-

ing socials in Malacahang or -
celebrating Mass for Marcos. .
"It was wallang & tightrope, .

striking a balance between being
a prophet of denunciaticn and
yet aminister of healing.and rec-

~onciliation. And untlI now, thatis
-clearly our mission,” said Vﬂ]e-
gas, Sin’s protégs.

“We will denounce what is
evil but we will also offer the

Cmuvstry of healing to those
who are willing and ready to re-

cetve it,” he said. -
- The-Church-and the Duterte

adminisiration' have been at

loggerheads over a wide range

..of issues, particularly therising

number of deaths in the Presi-
dent’s bloody war on drugs and
the moves in Congress tv rein-

state the deathi penalty. i
OnJan. 30,the CBCPissueda

pastoral statement, its strongest

nmessage so far, opposing the re-
vival of the death- penalty .as )

)

‘b
“with prayers, ot Wlth blood

" Congress began Plenefj} df‘f)éfés

on House Bill No 4727. aconsoll-
dated versmn ‘of seven bills on

. "capital punishmernt

"~ Villegas_has also-endorsed a

. prand procession, dubbed."Walk
. for Life,” on Feb: 18 intttated by
: the-la), b ilp Laitko followmng the

ardl. letter to protest.
e 0 drug—related klllmgs

‘We ax:enotaf:ald j

“And after that we hope

that there will be more peaple
who wou;id b shsturbed svemr.
time onehuman personis kﬂie&}_
because one brother or “sister
kiiled is aiready too much and
we should not allow this to keep
onincreasing,” Villegas said.

‘He said the CBCP was not
afraid of My Duterte. who had
repeatedly blasted the Church
as “the most hypocntlcal insti-
tutlon. :

“When I say we are not
afreud of President Duterte,
don't get e wrong. I'm not

_picking a fight. I am not saying

we are equals, What I am say-
ing is, there is only one thing .
that makes us afraid-and that is

,sm," he said -

When asked how the CBCP
would collaborate with -the
Duterte administration, he said
the Church would ‘start with a

-study of -what good thmgs the
- 'othel party had done so far in,

combating corruption, helping
the ‘peor and. reaching out to.
the _m_argms among other
things INQ :
e N
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Rrmy officer relieved for beating militiaman
* BACOLOD CITY — An Army deétachment commander has
been relieved from his post after he allegedly beat up a miji-
liamarn mn Isabela, Negros Occidental
~ Investigation showed 5/5gt Joefrey Suerte beat up Estaii-
. 1el Pulmare i Barangay Cansalengon on Feb 8.
. Capt. Eduardo Precioso. chief of the Army’s 303rd Infan=
i trv Brigade civil military operations office, said Pulmare left
his post to have tunch Wher he returned, he was allegedly
under the mifluence of iquor. e ) g
i Precioso refused to elaborate on the matter, saying an in-
! vestigation 1s ongoing. o : ;
- Pulmare 1s reportedly bent on pressing charges agamst
' Suerte, who 1s his superior. - Gilbert Bayoran

b
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'New People’s Army (NPA)
rebels. were killed yesterday
morning in anencournter with
soldiers 1n Barangay Pangle

1n Arorcy, Masbate, the mili-
Gt .. farmers in the barangay. of-

- tary reported N -
--Capt. Joas Pramis, public

- affairs officer of the Army’s
oth Infantry Divistion, said a ..
Flatoonled by 1/1t ApnlJohn
del Rosario was conducting-

combat aperation at about 6.30
am. when they clashed with
commumst guerrillas .
‘Pramis said. four reb-
els were killed during the
20-minute firefight and the
soldiers recovered two M-16
rifles, two M-14 ritles, an
M-203 nifle grenade launcher,
an improvised explosive de-
vice, twe handheld radios,
a hand grenade, assorted
ammuniticr: and magazines

o T » . €dl Bemando Trmridad: eom.
-Brigade, said the bodiés of the
‘slamn rebels were brought o a

and communist propaganda
maﬂﬂ‘ial&; R e T gl |

mander of the 03rd Infantry

morgue m Aroroy town proper.

- “Our troops are also ver:- .
fying the complaints of poor -

extorhon by NPA rebels,” said
Irnidad LT A

several NPA guerrillas were
reportedly wounded during
clashes 1n Asipulo town on
Sunday evening - -

The Ammy’s 54th Infantry
Battahen said the encounter
lasted for more than an hour
in Barangay Namal

Army Captain Jefterson
Semera, civil military

seized one rifle left by { ‘
refreating rebels who carried
their wounded companinns

1

In Itugao, a soldier and

QR

erations cfficer of the 54th « ..

IB, said govérnment‘trooﬁs ‘
e

i1 : Ty , o . b e T e o o i el = PN
AR "‘é-:;.’,, O PELIE Lt T RO o U Lk .t Taal i
T T e = O

Col Edgard Arevalo, chief

;. of the Armed Forees, of the
Philippines Public Aftairg Of--
< fice, said six’ NPA members
. weteaptured by members of,
the Army‘s 73rd Infantry Bai-

talion following an encounter
InSarangani - .-

He 1dentified the rebels as.
Suneen Salda; Jun Moda, Claude

‘Falbe, Garzon Palbe, Rene Om-

Ppac and Sabelo Colano

Arevalo said the NPA is sui-
tering lactical defeat simce the
APFP launched an all-out war
agamst them rune days aga. -~

Arevalo claimed that while
the National Democratic Frnt
contmues. to push for the
resumption of peace negoba-
trons, 1t 1s clear that they are
losing hold on thewr men on
the ground, <o n i
= With Michae! Punong-
bayan, Jose Rodel Clapano,
Attemio Dumlas, Cet De-
matera, Raymund Catindig,
Francis Elevado . - .

dd: oac Dgmail.com —Tel $45-9555Local; 5285, 5295 -
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4 rebels slain

, LEGAZPI OTY: Four communist guerrillas were
: Jalled in a 20-munute firefight hetween gov-
' ernment troops and the New People’s Army
. in Barangay Pangle, Atoroy town in the is-
i .}andpt;nvigceic-fgql_asb&te'qnM.onda;rmommg. '
© Thig was the fitst bloody encounter he-
tween the military and the rebels in the Bicol
" egion after President Rodrigo Duteite Sus+’
. pended the peacetalks with the Comraunist
' Party of the Philippines over 2 week ago.
.- Soldiers. of the 2nd Infantiy Battalion
{21B) led by Army 1st Lt Apnl John del
- Rosario were conducting regulat combat
pperations when they encountered the com-
‘munist msurgents. The gun battle resulted in
four casualties on the rebels’ side i
; Major il Derez, spokesman of the Southein
Luzon Command (Solcom}, said solduers from
" the Army's 21B encounteted at least 20 mem-
‘bers of the NPA-atabout 6:20 a.m. Barangay
Pangle, Arotoy while on regular patrol
. “Out troops trom ZIB under the 903
{nfantry Brigade recovered two M14
rifles, two M16 nfles. one M203 grenade
launcher and subversive documents fiom
the NPAs,” Perez added
_ The Bicol region sp ecifically the provinces
of Sorsugon, Masbate and Camarines prov-
inces were identified as1ebels’ Tair s
~ Army Colonel Fernando Trinidad; com-
manding officer of the Army’s 903rd Infantry
Brigade, urged the communist guerrillas to
return to the fold of the law as the mulitarvis
willing to assist them and help provide liveli-
hood to start a new life with their families.
The Solcom said they are open for local-
ized peace ialks at the grassroots level and
encourage the NPA to stop resorting to vio-
lent means, attacking governmient projects
and civilians in the countryside. -
2 RHAYDZ B. BARCIA g
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52 milltar sa Ar asbate,

.kahapnnngumaga,
naman ang da.lawang umano’y
opisyal ng kilusan sa Caloocan Cliy
atsa Sorsogon City,
Ayon kay Capt Joash Plan:us,
hfg‘e ng Division of Public Affairs
ce (DPAQ) ng
. Dvision ng Phili pine Army (PA),
nangyar ang: wetitre
630 ng umaga Barangay Pdngie

F. Smapi ng DPAO a1 1pa
ng9031dBngm1eangLOrebe & 5a
natviang barangay. at kaagad :na

napalay ang-apat sa o @
- Nakarekober ngﬁuang Klase .
E ban] ang: mlhtdr matapos ang -

_ 2 OPISYAI_ LAGLAG -
Pplrma naman kahapon
n Al]IlEd ‘orces oi the Ptuhppmen-

naarestn-,

‘9th Infantry

e e

EAgNE o Vi
3 b

= gy
.- 4

Pagé- ;2_

1 - il - ~
r _ - M
W T e T e T e et
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p sa umarig'y NPA

e P
, ga%mnamﬂmmuelﬂlmdogm :

Mores at Ferdmand T Castillo

Aniya, bandang 7550 ng gabi -

tmng NAng maaresto ngmga
puiis ar sundalo i Mores, secretary
at finance efficer ng L

«saulosa

Ors it 3 .
5 1tong ]'.mggo m naaresto sa‘ v
. 'ng dalugita para sa kanyang mga :

Caloocan {1ty 1 Castillo, secretary

ng Metro Manila Regional Farty
; Al 13y arrest warrentsa -

d@nthl&nun’der atnnﬂhpleathmpted

roarder ¢+ -
T6-ANYOS, SUMUKO

Sa Cagayan, menor de
paufatnaba.gong

: mutngNPAﬂalalam

Tte ang ndbunyag makaramg
1sang bagong recuunl sa kiusan ang

sumulfe 54 awtondad sa Bazgao, :j '

P R P T

S S

I

bakbakan, 2 opisyal nmbog'

;. Pk _Aﬁtalfs ‘Office (APF«PAO)- Caga; i
. ghet Manpe ol Edgard A Arevaly - BglaySa repmtkahaponng;sang 3
-lokal na hinpilan ng radye, ang -
sumuke: ay 1sang 16-anyna na babae .

- natags-Bay

1w -
wanted sa munrder af:ma5 I“"40,@|J|J. =

" Sek olsaBa
“Tecrait

_.ngl\H‘Among

Ane: NanGUNGLUNARG P AratanG T:umc., 1 Bms.. »g.00

Intal, Bagéao

Imwlat ni Lt Col Kembert
113%10515, commanding officer 'ng i,
try Battahion, na. faflo..
pangmm@rdeedad na kas ma)—anak i

umanong 2 ang naglatago
IlirioRae £ L
yon pa sa repozt, matinding -
takoi -ang nararamdaman hgayon
wangbagongret:tmt

N o napaw : estidyante

Haa & Intal Na:gonai Iy-IIgh
a0 ang raga bagong
nang hikayaung sumap: sa
Charhe Platoon ) Wuer.;thmnnIlazﬁee

k:samahanma

: Francis Walﬁefm
at I.lezle Basa Tiigo

g,n. A A L G, b L

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride.

hitp://dwdd.com.ph/

CGPA visits Mechanized Infantry Division

Lui Ciaudio

CAMP O'DONNELL, Capas, Tarac - LTGEN GLORIOSO V
MIRANDA AFP, Commanding General of the Philippine Army
visited Headquarters of the Mechanized Infantry Division led by
MGEN EDGAR F GONZALES AFP based at Camp O'Donnell
Brgy Sta Lucia, Capas, Tarac on 11 February 2017.

An information briefing, tour of facilties and Capability
Demonstration of the newest armored vehicle of the Mechanized
Infantry Division, the M113AZ, Caliber .50 with Red Dot Sight,
Remote Controlled Weapon Station (RCWS) and Unmanned
Turret System (UTS) was demonstrated o LTGEN MIRANDA and

his party.

All these vehicles have the M113 APC platform. These vehicles have a top land speed of 64 kph and top water
speed of 5.6 kph. It has long been used in combat in various areas of our country and is proven to be tough
and effective. These vehicles were acquired through the Armor Acquisition Project under the AFP's Capability

Upgrade Program.

During this visit LTGEN MIRANDA was able to give his personal
message to the troops. He emphasized the importance of
combined arms and encouraged everyone to have a good
teamwork in order to achieve our mission and to realize how
potent and how powerful really our capability.

LTGEN MIRANDA also impressed with the performance of the
Mechanized infantry Division during the conduct of Capability
Demonstration and He congratulates MGEN GONZALES and his
troops for a job well done.
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NEW BEGINNING | Another NPA Surrender
in Surigao del Sur

Lui Claudio

mmmon L CAMP EVANGELISTA, Cagayan de Cro City — Another member

Tl el of the New Peoples Ammy returned to the mainstream society with
the help of the 36th Infantry Battalion in Surigao del Sur at 7
o’'clock tast night, 12 February 2017.

i SURIGAD
. DEL SUR .

Realizing the futility of the armed struggle, this 23-year-old

a ' Manobo (one of the IP Tribes in Caraga) from San Miguel,

' AMRGEE Surigac del Sur chose to be with his family and live a normat life.
S e He surrendered his M16A1 rifle with one fully-loaded magazine.

Ltc Randolph Rojas, 36!B Commanding Officer welcomed him and ensured to facilitate the benefits that are
due to him. “f welcome our brother who finally decided to take the right path. Just like his other comrades who
also made the same decision earlier, we will facilitate the benefits based from the Comprehensive Local
integration Program (CLIP) of the Provincial Government of Surigao del Sur. The program is designed to help
all members of the NPA who may wish io return to the mainstream society and start 2 new and peaceful life

with their family.”

In 41D Area of Responsibility covering Northern Mindanao and Caraga Regions, the NPA's regular members
mostly come from the Indigenous Peoples. (data is based on the revelations of the former NPAs)

“While we are happy for the decision of our brother as he finally embraced peace, we are still saddened by the
grave vioiation of the NPA ieaders oit the Indigenous Peopies Righis Act (IPRA) Law, Human Rights, and
International Humanitarian Law when they continue to arm our Indigenous Peoples to exploit our IP
communities and force them to join their money-making and extortion activities.” Said by MGen Benjamin R

Madrigal Jr., 4iD Commander in his statement.

“Together with ali the Tribal Leaders and IP communities, the peace-oving peopie of Mindanac, and all the
Human Rights Advocates, we ask the NPAs to put an end to all your atrocities and finally heed the call of our
President for Unity and Nation Healing. There are programs that are designed to cater your individual needs
and will help you go back to mainstream society and live peacefuily with your famifies and loved ones.”
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Army division chief reaches out to Maguindanao's

orphans of war
Philippine News Agency

CAMP SIONGCO, Maguindanao — With peace prevailing in its area of jurisdiction, the Army's 6th Infantry
(Kampilan) Division, led by Brigadier General Amel B. Deta VVega, 6th ID Multi-Seciorai Advisory Board, Goldin
Institute Philippines (GIP) and the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), launched over the
weekend its Peace and Development Program in a remote village in Maguindanao.

The program, dubbed as Project "Kagkapia” (Hope), was launched with the support of Regional Governor
Muijiv Hataman through the Humanitarian Emergency Action Response Team (HEART) and Dr. Susana
Anayatin of GIP, Ginis to extend help and psychological intervention to orphans of Markaz-ul Aytam Orphanage

Center in Barangay Gang, Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao.

Capt. Arvin Encinas, 6th ID Public Affairs Office chief, said "Project "KAGKAPIA" or Hope," benefited 280
children who are orphans of war due to the conflict in the region.

Most of these children, with ages ranging from 8 to 22 years old, came from conflict-affected areas in the five
provinces of ARMM: Maguindanao; Lanao Sur, Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-tawi.

The peace and development project includes activities such as the distribution of sports equipment, slippers,
hygiene and sanitary kits, food supplies and the feeding program, Capt. Encinas said.

Physical enhancement of the orphanage's facilities through repair and renovation to be facilitated by the 6th
Civil-Military Operations Battalion with construction materials provided by the regional governor, Hon. Mojiv S.

Hataman, shall also be undertaken to uplift the living conditions of the orphans.

"The objectives of Project "KAGKAPIA" aims to make the orphans feel that the government and other sectors
of the society care for them and guide them to have high hopes for their future," Encinas added.

Convergence of efforts among various stakeholders for the project is also sought by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines to realize the whole of nation appioach in achieving lasting peace and deveiopinent.

"Orphans of war, if not properly taken cared of, can be potential source of recruits by bad elements or even
terrorists/extremists hence, project "KAGKAPIA" is 61D's tool to insulate the children from their influence,” said

Brig. Gen. Dela Vega.

The Markaz-ul Aytam Orphanage Center is administered by Ustadz Hasan Maloon relying only from voluntary
contributions from benevolent sources.
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Army, PNP defenses up vs. rebels attacks

Visayan Daily Star

Increasing New People's Army attacks in various areas of the country, have been noted in the past several
days and both the Philippine Army and National Police in Negros island Region are not taking chances by re-

visiting their offensive and defensive strategies.

Senior Supt. Wiliam Senoron, provincial police director of Negros Occidental, also said yesterday that he
reconvened the Joint Peace Security Coordinating Council to review their security contingencies, after the

unilateral ceasefire was lifted.

The JPSCC meeting Friday attended by commanders of the 6th Special Action Battalion, Regional Public
Safety Baitalion 18, 62nd Infantry Battalion, Public Safety companies, and other law enforcement agencies,
also focused on the realignment of security forces, in anticipation of possibie NPA tactical offensives.

Senoron said the PNP will be actively supporting the internal security operations of the Philippine Army,
especially in intelligence gathering.

The Negros Occidental Police Provincial Office is also consolidating its public safety units that are deployed in
others areas of the province.

Maj. Gen. Jon Aying, 3rd Infantry Division commander, maintained that liivelihood in the countryside is the
“key” in the fight against insurgency.

“With the support of the government, the non-government organizations, the military and the people
themselves, we will work hard to make such efforts bear fruit,” Aying said.

Brig.Gen. Francisco Delfin, 303rd Infantry Brigade commander, meanwhile, encourages localized peace talks.

“There have been precedents of localized peace talks, although these were hidden, since the focus was on the
peace talks at the national level,” Delfin said.

He said that in the past six rionths, “NIR experienced a peacefui environment, in the absence of insurgency-
related incidents, because of the unilateral ceasefire observed by both the CPP-NPA and the Philippine

Armmy.”

Priest-turned-rebel Frank Fernandez, spokesman of the National Democratic Front in Negros, has repeatedly
turned down offers for a localized ceasefire.

After the unilateral ceasefire was lifted, Army soldiers stationed in Negros island went on combat mode in
anticipation of NPA attacks foliowing clashes in [loilo and other areas of the country.
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Army intensifies security for 20th CRAM in Tandag City

Philippine Information Agency

In line with the 20th Caraga Regional Athletic Meet (CRAM) here, the 36th Infantry Batallion (361B), Philippine
Army has intensified its security operations in the city.

in @ press statement, 36i8 commanding officer Lt. Colonel Randoiph Rojas said he is committed to support in

terms of security concems and other tasks for the duration of the CRAM 2017.

“We are utilizing all our available resources from personnel, mobility, and other assets just to ensure the safety
of the athletes, coaches, trainers, spectators and the general public, as well,” said Lt. Col. Rojss.

Some K-8 units with the capability fo detect bombs and other IEDs, casualty medicai evacuation team (CMET)
including the field ambulance units were also deployed.

According to 36iB Civil Military Operations officer Captain Al Anthony Pueblas, being one of the members of
the Technical Working Committee on Securit, their troops are mobilized based on the approved security plan in

close coordination with the Philippine National Police (PNP), the chair of the committee.

Part of the plan according to Pueblas is the conduct of the joint AFP-PNP checkpoints in the identified entry
and exit points in the city.
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Feature: 4CMOBN change of command: a challenge,
gratitude in uniformed service

Philippine Information Agency

In a recent Turn-Over of Command Ceremony held at the Kalayaan Hall, Camp Bancasi in this city, Lieutenant
Colonel Manuel Valdez IV became the 4th Civil-Military Operations (Kasaligan) Battallion’s (4CMOBn’s)
newest commanding officer.

Valdez replaces outgoing battalion commander Lieutenant Colonel Rey Pasco who assumed command last
March 14, 2015 until February 10, 2017,

Upon relinquishing his post, Lt. Col. Pasco highlighted in his privileged speech the indigenous peoples (IP)-
centric approach on solving the challenges of peace and development particularly in Caraga region where he
piloted the capacitation of the IP youth.

“For the first time, the youth from the different Certificate of Ancestral Domain Titles (CADTs) in Caraga
gathered and actively participated in & summit which equipped them fo become better leaders and effective
communicators. The activily was successfully conducted in collaboration with the Philippine information
Agency (PIA) Caraga under the leadership of Dir. Abner Caga wherein the 1st Regional IP Leadership and
Communicators Summit held on December 18-21, 2015 at Tiberias Retreat House, Carmen, Agusan del Narte.
Consequently, the group was formally registered at the Security of Exchange Commission (SEC) as Caraga
Mindanao Cultural Development Incorporated,” recalled Pasco.

He added that the unit is also instrumental in the creation of Indigenous People Crises Committee (IPCC),
together with Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (QPAPP). This group is composed of IP
leaders from different CADT areas in Caraga and was organized last November 14, 2015 fo provide a venue
for ICC/IP leaders to meet, discuss and agree amongst themselves the different issues and concerns currently
being confronted by the ICCs.

Meanwhile, in his assumption speech, Lt. Col. Valdez recounted his significant experiences in the military
service. He said that he has learned the value of constant learning as & means for personal and professional
growth.

"I am more inclined in doing my best and to continue what my predecessor have staried and accomplished
especially that he has able to make a difference during his term in this battation,” Valdez said.

As the presiding general officer during the change of command, MGen Benjamin Madrigal, Jr., 4th infantry
Division commander, Philippine Army expressed his gratitude to the local media partners and PIA Caraga for
the favorable information and communication support which is essentiai and instrumental in keeping the people
abreast about what the Phil. Army is doing for them. He said that it is important to let the public know the
army’'s programs and projects.

Madrigal urged the partner-stakeholders to continue supporting the 4CMOBn in advancing the peace, security
and development in the region. Likewise, Madrigal recognized and reiterated its strong partnership with the PIA
Caraga wherein several undertakings were carmied out successfully.

“The best quality of a Civil-Miiitary Operations Officer should have good background of intelligence since it
deals with different government and non-government sectors and it disseminates relevant information to the
community,” said MGen Madrigal.

He also stressed that one of the many roles of the Civil Military Operations is to strengthen stakeholder
engagements and deliver information effectively and to the communities. “| have placed my trust and
confidence in the leadership of these two officers. So, | am challenging them to bear the mantle of perpetuating
the rules and mandates of an excellent serviceman,” emphasized MGen Madrigal.

Media partners, some heads of government agencies and private stakeholders witnessed the Change of

Command Ceremony.
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Sarangani, ComVal clashes leave one soldier wounded

Mindanao Times

A SOLDIER of the 73rd Infantry Battalion was wounded after a series of armed clashes with the NPAs in
Sarangani and Compostela Valley on Saturday, Feb. 11.

— A

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, spokesperson of 10th Infantry Divisicn, said the first incident occuned around 10;30 am.
on Saturday when tfroops engaged communist guerrillas belonging to the Front Guerilla 71 in a two-hour
firefight in Sitio Tangis, Barangay Little Datal Anggas, Sarangani.

The wounded soldier, whose name is withheid pending notification of his family, was immediately airlifted to
Camp Panacan hospital in Davao City for medical attention.

Meanwhile, thrae consecutive firefights occurred in Barangay Bollucan, Laak, Compostela Valley between
troops of 60th IB and the NPA belonging to Guerilla Front 34 and Pulang Bagani Company 4 starting at 10:40

a.m.
The exchange of gunfire lasted for about an hour.

Simba fighting vehicles were immediately dispatched resuiting to another 40-minute gunbattle against the
withdrawing NPA 700 meters away from the first encounter at around 11:50 a.m. of the same day. The troops
involved in the first encounter pursued the NPA in the same area which resulted into hatf-an-hour clash.

The troops of 73rd IB were in pursuit of the fleeing NPAs following a series of clashes in Sitio Kisoy, Barangay
Little Baguio, Malita, Davao Occidental and Sitio Dulid, Barangay Datal Anggas, Alabel, Sarangani on Feb. 6

and 8, respectively.

On the other hand, troops of the 60th 1B pursuing the NPA in Laak, Compostela Valley earlier stumbled upon
several NPA encampments in barangays Macopa, Langtud and Bollukan.

Batchar said the latest incidents involved the empioyment of MG 520 attack helicopter and 105mm howitzer
which delivered fire support to the engaged troops.

Ground forces are now conducting clearing operations.

In a separate report from the 67th infantry Battalion, troops on board three KM450 military trucks were
attacked with an improvised explosive device at the vicinity of Daw-an, Barangay San Jose, Caraga, Davao
Oriental around 2:45 a.m. of Feb. 11. No soldier was hurt in this incident.

The 10th Infantry Division earlier accounted 10 NPA rebels who surrendered since Feb. 1.

Maj.Gen Rafael Valencia, the division commander, said relentless combat operations will continue until they
cripple the NPA.

“We are urging NPA members to return to the folds of the Jaw and abandon the group that continuously extorts,
attacks and harass our fellow Filipinos,” he added.
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Four abducted by NPA, including brgy. captain

Mindanao Times

A BARANGAY official and his wife, along with two others, were allegediy kidnapped by the New People’s Army
in two separale incidents on Feb. 5 and 8.

Based on the report of 25th Infantry Battalion, Barangay Pangvan chief Rene Carlos and wife Maribeth Carles
were abducted along the road in Trento, Agusan de! Sur on Feb. 5. Their companions were released while the

couple was hogtied.

There’s no news yet of the demand from the armed men on the couple’s abduction.

Meanwhile, in a separate report from 71st infantry Battalion, Jun-jun Custodio and his son, Marjun, were
allegedly abducted by armed men, led by alias Mokloy who is reportedly a team leader of NPA’s Milisya ng

Bayan, in Barangay Malamudao, Maco, Compostela Valley on Feb. 8.

Brig. Gen Macairog Alberto, 1001st Infantry Brigade commander, said they believe the NPA kidnaps innocent
civilians to use them as human shields.

Meanwhile, Naj.Cen Rafazl Valencia, the division cemmander, urged tha NPA to spare civiians in their
activities.

“The NPA is being used by their communist leaders as instruments of their propaganda to the extent of using
them to sow fear among the innocent civilians,” he said.
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Soldier, 2 civilians killed in NPA attack

Mindanao Times

THE ARMY has condemned the rebels’ attack in Agusan del Sur that killed two civilians and wounded three
other non-combatants on Saturday.
The attack that also killed a soldier is a clear violation of the Comprehensive Agreament on Respect to Human

Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL), which the communist group agreed with the
Philippine government in 1998 in The Hague, Netherlands, said Lt. Col. Glenn Joy Aynera, the commanding

officer of the Philippine Army’s 28th Infantry Battalion (iB).

Guerillas attacked Sitio Sarog, Barangay San Isidro of Santiago, Agusan del Norte on Saturday at 5 a.m.,
seven hours after an earthquake hit the area.

Aynera said he sent his soidiers to the barangay after receiving reports that there were armed men conducting
extortion activity in-the area.

“There was a situation in that community that needed to be addressed,” Ayner sald. “That's why | have sent my
soldiers 1o secure the people against these NPAs.”

Upon reaching the community at around 4:30 a.m., the troopers were abie to talk with some locals to confirm
the report,

But around 10 fully-armed NPAs, unmindful of the civilians in the area, indiscriminately opened fire.
Two civilians and one soldier were instantly killed and three other civilians were wounded in a 10-minute

attack.
“We condemn their atrocious act that claimed the lives of two innocent civilians, and seriously wounding three
others. We are also deeply saddened for the ioss of one of our comrades,” he further said.

The communist groups under the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP), including the
Communist Party of the Philippines and the NPA, signed the CARHRIHL, in which they agreed “to affirm and
apply the principles of intemational humanitarian iaw in order to protect the civilian population and individual

civilians.”
Aynera said the agreement caiis that “civilian population and civililans shall be distingulshed from combatants
and, together with their property, shall not be the object of attack.”

“They shall likewise be protected against indiscriminate strafing,” he said.

Aynera assured the public that they will “always continue to conduct peace and security operations to ensure
the safety and security of the people in Agusan del Norte.”

Pursuit operation is ongoing to capture the perpetrators of the attack.

The NPA declared a ceasefire in the earthquake-hit Surigao del Sur and three towns of Agusan del Norte.
Santiago is not among the three towns but is in the boundary of Tubay and Jabonga, two of the three

municipalities.
¢
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Another attack

in Laak, Compostela Valley on the same day, 80th |B troopers engaged undetermined number of NPAs
guerilias in & 30-minute gunfight.

No soldier was hurt.

The attackers belong to the NPA’s Guerilla Front 34 and Pulang Bagani Company (PBC) 4.

Meanwhile, two NPA amazons returned to the foids of the iaw after a community diaiogue conducted by the
troopers of 67th IB in Caraga, Davao Oriental on Friday.

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, spokesperson of 10th Infantry Division, identified the two amazons as Ka Joy, 20, and
Ka Rose, 17, and both members of Guerilla Front 15.

Soldiers of 87th IB were consulting with 150 displaced families temporarily housed in Caraga Municipal
Gymnasium when the two NPA amazons surrendered

The displaced families from Barangays Don Leon Balante and PM Sobrecarey of Caraga reportedly left their
homes due to NPA presence in their communities.

Eariier, six NPA members returned to the folds of the law in Davaoc Oriental through the 6718 while two others
submitted to the 731B in Davao Qccidental.

The latest surrender count is how 10,

Maj. Gen Refael Valencia, 10th ID commander, encouraged the NPA members to leave their group before the
full brunt of military capabiiities will catch up with them.

“The NPA members are just victims of the manipulation of their communist leaders,” he said.
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Meanwhile, Col Edgard Are-
valg, chief of the Armed Foices
" of the Phillippines (AFF) Tublic
 Affairs Office, said that sinee the
government i aunched an all-out
war against the NPA, six rebels
have been killed, 12 arrested,
14 surremleted and 33 firearms
were recovered N5 )
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NPA nagdeklara ng ceasefire sa Surigao
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sa mya lugal na grabeng
napinsala ng lindol sa Agu-
san del Norte at Sungao
del Norte partkular na sa
Sung_aa’ City -
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bayan ng Cabadbaran,
_Tuhay, Jabonga at San-
tiago sa Agusan dei Norte
habang sa Surigao del
Norte ay 33 Surigae City
"That’s a very nice ges-
ture from them. Our troops
will also.not operafe agamnst
them dunng the rehatilita-
tion of Surigao Del Norte
(and other quake-battered
areas),” pahayag naman ni

22

Lorenzana W [
Samantala, dumada-
Ing pa 1n ng kakapusarn

Defense Secretary Delfir;

58 mainum na malims na

tubig ang maa residente ng
Sungao City ..

Nanawagan na nn
ang Malacafiang sa mga
NGO's at LGU’s mna tu-
lunyan ang mga taga-Su-
rigao Cy lalo sa panga-
ngatlangan sa potable
watei (Joy Canfos)

o
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BY VICTOR REYES

A RECIPIENT of the Medal of
Valor, the highest military dec-
oration in combat, is the new
commander of the Joint Task
Force Sulu which is going after
the Abu Sayyaf in. the island-
province.

Col. Cirilito Sobejana of the
Philippine Military Academy
Class of 1987 assumed the
post Saturday in rites pre-
sided by Maj. Gen. Carlito
Galvez, chief of the AFP West-
ern Mindanao Command, in

Camp Teodulfo Bautista, the
task force’s headquarters, in
Jolo town,

Sobejana, who was com-
mander of the 601st Brigade
based in Maguindanao before
his new designation, replaced
Brig Gen. Jesus Mananguil
who is now commandecr of the
Joint Task Force National Capi-
tal Region.

Sobejana was awarded the
Medal of Valor “for conspicu-
ous gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of life above and
beyond the call of duty” in

i

connection with a fierce gun
battle with at least 150 Abu
Sayyaf criminals in Isabéla City
in Basilan in January 1995,
Then a captain, he led the 1st
Scout Ranger Company in a
two-hour firefight that led to
the death of 30 Abu Sayyaf
mei. Sobejana sustained a bul-
let wound that almost severed
his right arm.

Eatly last month, Armed
Forces chief Gen. Eduardo
Afio set a new timetable for
the military to defeat the Abu
Sayyaf and other rterrorist

23

Valor awa.rdée heads fight vs Abu Sayyaf in Sulu N

groups in Mindanac ~ within
the first six months of the
year - - :

Sobejana said he is confident

‘e can finish off the Abu Sayyaf

within the timeframe,

He said he would introduce
some adjustments in the
strategy to defeat the Abu
Sayyaf. “It’s not going to be
an abrupt adjustment It's
just a matter of strategizing
the deployment of our forces
and the concept of opera-
tions that we will be under-
taking.”
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Rogue cops toco
in Bg3|lan

'SABELA CITY, Basilan - About
300 rogue policemen will arrive
here on Thursday next week to
face off with Abu Sayyaf Group

(ASG) terrorists in the towns where

they have holed up

Basilan Police Provincial Ofﬂce‘

Director Sr Supt Nickson Muksan said
about 50 pelicemen will be assigned
each to Lamitan City and Malusc
police stations while the Municipal
Police Stations located in the towns of
Akbar, Al-Barka. Hadji Mohammad
Ajul, Lantawan, Sumisip, TlpO-Tlpo

7_1:-» o ——

] Tuburan and Ungkaya Pukan w111‘_
be-assigned 25 pohcemen each from. ,
.+ and properties of the Filipinopeople

- Metro Manila - - -
Muksan sald they will be tasked to

‘conduct foot patrols in the community -
where they will be assigned {o and cen- -

duct checlkpoints i the vﬂlages where
ASG bandits are found. - -

“I will make these police scalawags
or abusado policemen from Metro Ma-
nila conduct foot patrol in Abu Sayyaf

‘Group areas so they will become e

stralght " Muksan said. ;
Muksan, who is known as a dls—

c1p1mar1an in the police organiza-

tion also said “ayoko ang police na

24

B
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mbat~ASG

:",raﬁuéatin d do not 'liké 5bﬁél§ré cbhs") +
< The police should profect the lives'.

and not to become abusado (abusive)
in the community where they are as-
signed” .

The police pmwnew.l dzrector alsn

+ said that the police scalawags who will
" be assigned to Basilan will net stay in’

office. They will always conduct patrols
in the vicinity of their assigned towns

“They will not stay inside the: pohce
office. They will conduct, foot patrol in

the area under the concept of pohce

visibility,” he:said. -
- Lamitan City Mayor Rose Fungay

£, -

opposed the assignment of policemen
in her city saying that she would preter
‘the presence of smart pohcemen in the
-clty gver police scalawags. :

Lamitan City (‘ouncﬂors A]ld Da-
Jawis, a retired police chief of Lamitan
City and Malik Uyag were one in saying
that the scalawags should be assigned
to critical areas and ]om mlhtary opera—
uonc- against the ASG.

- 'Councilors also sald PNP Chief Di-
rector General Ronald dela Rosa should
instead terminate the police scalawags
from the service and recruit new ones
who can protect and serve the people

better.
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1 panaivagan-
! militar na-tighpitikan.sa la- .
“lawigan ngSurigao atllang -

- Ceasefire sa Surigao
. ikinatuwa ng Palasyo

* LABIs'naﬂllunahma ng Mala-w
! kanyang' ang: pos!tlbong -,‘,
: pagtugon ng mga miyem- -
+ bro ng rebeldeng New Pec-

— pig's Army $2.

bahagl ng Agusai del Norte .
matapos itong yanlgin ng °

" magnliude 6.7 na lindot

Sinabl m Presidential Com-
municstieng OﬂlGB Sec Martin

Andmarrraumaa&aangpama 4
halzan Tia tutupemnn ng NPA ang — -
“aniang detdaresyan af hindi o
igang ‘buft lamang - -

Sa kasalukuyan, nagsase- -
gawa ng damage assessment
and escite, avaduation and re-

hahilitaion aclivity ang Amed . -

Forges of the Philippines - - -~
Anlya, kallangan lang na

tioy-uloy tio at hindi mahadla-

ngan -upang mekapaghiigay ng -

-agerang tulong ang pamahalaan °

sa mga-biktima ny natural ca-
lamty
Sa ulat. na!ﬂusap aig il

s'tar 36 Mge rebslde na huwag
—1 atakihm ang mga sundato ng

v

msghahaind . mlong sa mga 1

tnamaanngdlsasler

Sa pahayag ni Ka Olo ﬂé 3
.ftagapagsallia ng NPAsa tehi-
ng: yan,gmbi yang. snimtian pla

ang pagpapairal sa unilateral
“inteni; csasefie 52 righ lrapa
 ngpamahalean mule ncmg Ps
brercBfl o ¢

" Magpapatuloy aniya ito

 hanggang sa makabaw o-maks-

bwelo na ang probinsya. mula
sa kalamidad

siia sasalakay laban sa mga

- miltar se kasagsagan ng infer-

im ceasafie, hangga't hind: nn
sasalakayin ng mga sundalo
ang kanilang mga feritoryo

Samantala, sinabt a1 Presi-
dential Communicatiens Office
Sec Marin Andana na tuloy-
tuioy ang ‘acts of buildmg confi-
dence Ineasures’ gaya ng so-
ci0-geonomic - programs ng
pamahialadin 54 mga rebelds
sibalit hindi ivon nangangahu-
Tugeii na ihaballk ang tinatawag
Ra ‘art mlsallung on the hegoba-

mgtable = KRISJOSE
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- Tinivak i Ka Qto e hindi

Pahina. DZ
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1, EDITORYAL ‘‘‘‘‘
. PEACE, MAY I'AE-ASA PA IIIH

| MAY malaking pag-asa pa rin na magkaroon
ng kapayapaan muia sa naggigiyerang mga {
| pwersang New People’s Army at Armed For-
| ces of the Phsllppines at Phi!lpplne Natlonal ]
' Police e SR |
. Ito’y sa kablla ng all-out war na inilunsad
; ng magkabilang panig makaraang alisin ng
| pamahaiaan at NPA ang kanya-kanyang ti- |
gilputukan., - -
Isang palatandaan ang pahayag mlsmo ni
| Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte sa Surigao
City gusto na niyang magkasundo-sundo ang
| pamahalaan at lahat ng mga rebeldeng
; pwersa, T
i Naririyan dln ang slnasabl mismo ng AFP
na hanggang sa NPA lang ang labanan at hin-
di nila gagalawin ang mga hindi armadong
| militante o kaalyado ng mga rebelde.
| . May suporta -ang mga awtoridad sa pag-
4 uusap na pararaanin sa ibang paraan kung
i hindl uubra ang direkiang negosasyon sa-
| pagitan ng mga lider ng mga rebelde sa lbang
1 bansa at peace panel ng gobyerno. ;= -
Malakas din ang panawagan mismo mula
sa Kongreso, kabataang estudyante mismo
na militante, simbahan, mamamayan at
lider-komunista gaya ni Jose Ma. Sison para
sa pagbaballk sa pag—uusap na pangkapaya-

paan_ o e e s o R S e L ek Hn e e i

Ang smasabr ng Panqulo, dapat kallmutan
ang mga Iinteres na bumabalot sa mga parti-
do para sa pag-uusap at ang isaalang-alang
ay ang Interes ng buong bayan. :

Ang bayan na mismo ang humlhllmg ng

‘pagkakasundo-sundo. .

Sana pakinggan ang mga ito ng naggigiye-
_rang mga. pwersa na patuloy na nalalagasan,
- nasusugatan at nawawalan ng mga pagka-

kataon sa buhay at kinabukasan.

\ 2,
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ALACANANG'S recent.. .

approval of the plan to

make the Reserved Of- -
il ficers Trammg Carps'j B
' (BO‘TC) program mandatory for .

- all senior high school students cer-

 tainly comes as ‘good news to these

_ yearning for'a mdre dlsmplmed and
‘patnonc cltmemy

= plme and patriot‘lsm that one gets, . .
" from active mvoivemant mROTC S
the readiness to fulfill the ultimate -

responsibility-of defendinig the Phil- -
: tc be waning among the youth m

' these modern times = - :
All fhe marching and the van—' i

comprised of the nation’s citizenry

‘And beyond the k&nae of dlscl-

ippines from foreign aggression.

considering that déiense of the -

state is the duty of everyone. ™
It was Singapore’s foundmg

father Lee Kuan Yew who promi-

nently pushed the ides thatan army

" can serve as a deterrent to foreign

' mvadesbecause of the “knowledge
. that even if they could subdue-our
' armed forces, they would have to

keep dewn a whole people well-:

Ciramed in thP use of arms and
,,.exploswes :

_: - The move to revive m.anda-"
. tory ROTC comes at a fime when :

. controversies — hazing, abiiges by

trainers and cadet officers, corrup- .

tion, among others — that hounded
the program in the past are still in

the minds of those who decried the -

2001 killing of cadet Mark Chua wheo
exposed corruption that plagued
the ROTC at the University of Santo
Tomas. After his death, ROTC
became optional starting in 2002
through RA'9163 or the National
Service Training Program Act.

- Critics of ROTC cannot be
_blamed if abuses and violence in the

- past have created the impression

}FFICE that the program is no good and
.. students are not learning anything

other than marching on the field un-

militant youth groupsThy
' ROTE promotes “blind. ‘obedlence” 0
and that?it 15 “n.uthing more than
a fascist tobl ofstepression. used-
3 fStlc:'-’.

by the statete distill a ml’ht
mmﬂset” among students, -

Llsteners aof fhe DZMM teleradyo

program Magpayo nga Kayo (Sat-

Page: “

o=k Wath all the valpes that help :
3 shape 4 young nerson’s charac‘te
—aside from toughening ofthe. phy A
sique through pushups and jumping
* jacksi— deftved from ROTC, itises- »
sential to bring back the old gloryof -
| pitizens’ military training, minus all. -

_But'man¥ ape 1n favor of ROTC“-' M the bad things that have tarmghed <

* itsimage As the idiomatic expres-

urdays, 9:30 to 10:30 am), which T

now ce-hest with veteran hmad,-

caster Mﬂy Valle Cemza, have
called in or sent text messages to

but also chivalry which now seems

'jexprpss support, saying military ..
traming fosters not only discipline’

ous: formations that ROTC cadets
execlife under the hot sun indeed

“have their purpose. Leadership

skills, teamwork and unity are
- developed and the grueling exer-
ciges instill the value of dlsc1pl1ne.
" and sacrifice to achieve common

objectives. I should know 1became
corps commander in ‘Preparatory

" Military Training durmg my hlgh

school days -

In those days, we v1ewed the .

training as a-sort of rile-of passage

“from adolescence towards adult- .

heod Sporting long hair was the fad -

then and like others in the bloom

.of youth, I didn’t wantto go against

the trend by having the short hair-
cut required for the training. But it
didn’t take long for us te learn and

appreciate the value of humility and-

obedience to anthority. -

. Discipline and obedience to

authorlty developed through the

ROTC program can go a long way .

in addressing the problems our
country is faced with — from the -

hellish traffic jams worsened by
undisciplined motorists and pe-
destrians, to the mghtmansh drug
menace.

w1th the bathwater™. - = .
* To gain mdespread aeceptance
nd -make the public realize the
necessity of ROTC in our country’s
development and security, there
is need to enhance the program
and put in place the necessary
safeguards to av01d controversms

. anew. - s Fng, e 0 P v

Our leaders could be gulded
by what Lee said when he started
building Singapore’s defense sys-
tem to the exemplar that it1s foday:

* “We had to re-orientate people’s

minds to accept the need for a

pecple’s army and overcome their

A

traditional dislike for soldienng. ..

improved KOTC pregram, it would

then be easier to implement, if the - -

need shouid arise, the provision
(Article 2, Section 4) in the 1987
Constitution which states that
“Government may call upon the
people to defend the State and,
in fulfillment thereof, all citizens

- may be required, under conditions

prowded by law, to render personal
militarv or civil service ”

And the knowledge that millions
of Filipinos with ROTC training

- would be capable of defending the
" motherland can indeed help deter_

enemies of the state

E-mail: ﬁndmg lma@ysboo.

com

‘sion goes, “Don’t throw the baby out .7

© Only if we changed people’s think: &
mg and attitudes could we raise a
-large citizen arm) hke SWItzerland by
_ orIsrael?”. i
With pubhc au.cpptance of an
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1 Democratic Front’ (NDF) representmg iz
T the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) . --to replace their separate unilateral reasefires -

*" and the New People’s Army (NPA) reflects a_ a

, widespread feeling that, with s0 much already

“accomplished in the talks, it wuuld "be unfortn-'
Makabayan siressed that the talks under the

.\‘ e

" nate if they are now abandoned. -

mk *nnmm

-----

Page: ! D

n Several 'issues under Seém Ecnnemlc Réferms,
and Pohtical‘ ‘ Censtltutlenal Reforms: Theywere to
take: up preposals for:a binding bllateral ceasefire

at theirnext meetmg on Eebruary 22-25 in Utrecht,

E S\mtzerland

.+ . The call to revive the talks was made last
1 Thursday by some 100 lawmakers represented by -

the Makabayan bloc in'the House of Répresenta-
tives. after the collapse of the peace talks in Rome,
Italy Frustrated by President Duterte’s refusal to

the NDF-CPP-NPA panel hag: announced that the

NPA commandera in the field were now free fo. *°

determineifthey would still follow their unilateral '_pos1t10ns on the release of detained political prison-

ceasefire, President Duterte answered with his
own announ(.ement cancelling the government‘
own.ceasefife. : w5 - AHTEir s 4L

Lt . g e il

: Inits resolutlon urgmg a rev1val of the ta]ks !

Duterte admimstration had gone so much farther
than in previous administrations. in résponse to
the President’s. statement that the peace talks

_ would resume:if there 1s a compelling reason that
- will benefit fhe nation, Makabayan said a “just and.

release immediately some 400 political detainees, - lasting peace” isa compellmg reason te centmue

the talks... .
The two sules wﬂl have te step back from theu'

ers and reach some middle ground. They also need

. to talkit out.on the NPA complaint that. government

TR AT mw-a\

W

- The Makabayan bloc in the Houee includes
lawmakers of party-list organizations Bayan ' -

‘Muna, Gabriela, Alliance of Concerned Teachers, -

- Anakpawis; and Kabataan The bloc lamented the

breakdown of the talks when so much progress it
- should exert all possible efforts to avoid any en-

" counter. In due time, the proper atmosphere for

said, has already been accomplished. -
i The negotlatmg panels had held three sessions
- the first two in Oslo, Norway, with the support
of the Norwegian government, and the latest in

soldiers are. helpmg in civic community programs
in areas they claim to be under their authority .-
These are minor issues compared to the selid
and basic socie-economic and political-constitu-
tional matters that they have already discussed -

" Even without declared ceasefires, the two sides

talks should come about and the peace efforts
can resume. ' T

2¥
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-sights-on team

ol T RO R

S e e
f'I'I'_I,-" Camarines Sy, -N ai'ry-Star;dard
Insurance skipper Lloyd Reynal}te considers

topping the team event __eguaﬂjy Important a5
million in the § oo Ronda Pilipinas 2917

50 when the 14-stage race Seconds, over 20 minyteg ahead
Tesumes today with the 46.6-  of Go for Gold, -~ 7 s
km Pili-gap Jose Stage Six . . o for Gold, 4 squad skip-
team time treal, the 38-yrear-old pered by Ronne] Hualda ang
Reynarite expects hi members  coached by his wite Bds, has an
to g1ve 1t their pegt shot 2ggTegate dlocking of 73:09-42
- "We're ngt thinking of the while the (g Joven-ied x;-
Prize but the Prestige of win-  nepjy Lab-Army 15 o¢ No. 3
mung the team eventbecause we: (731 41). i
‘want jo dedicate it to Navyand | -BikeEYME, 2 team head-
OUT Sponsor Standarg Insur-  ed by Stage Five winner lay-
ance,” said Reynante . . bop Pagnane_zwon 18 at No_ "4

* “We consider the team title  (73.58.1%) while RC Cola-NCR
as mportan{ as the individual g atNo. 5 (74.14.56) e
TOWN,* he added, . -Completing the top 10 are

Aiterﬁvestages, the fancied HNocos Sur (740 48), Zam-
Navymen, a gy of seasoned bales 75,3 29), Neopolitan
cyclists ang Promsin young  (7531:29), Mmdanao-Suhan
riders, are op top with a tofa] Kudarat (77 40.0%) and Soueh
time-of72hpurs, 48 minutes, 47 Luzon (7753 18). . L=
ey = B e
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http.//www. philstar.com/

AFP: NPA suffering tactical defeat

o (philstar.com) | Updated February 13, 2017 - 5:21pm

By Audrey Moral

I
i

The Philippine military is claiming that communist rebels are suffering "tactical defeat” following the decision of
President Rodrigo Duterte to declare all-out war against the guerillas. File Photo

MANILA, Philippines — The Armed Forces of the Philippines claimed on Monday that communist rebels are
suffering a tactical defeat following a spate of kidnappings, encounters and arrests over the past few days.

In a press statement, the Armed Forces declared that the New People’s Army (NPA) has suffered defeats in
several fronts in different provinces more than a week after President Rodrigo Duterte launched an all-out war

against communist guerillas. .
"And since then, the communist rebels had suffered several tactical defeats and the support of some

frightened citizens continues to erode," the military said.
The AFP attributed these advances to "deliberate, surgical, focused and well-planned combat, intelligence and

civil-military operations” launched by the military in various areas.

The military also asserted that the communist rebels were losing hoid of their men on the ground as
demonstrated by the mismatch between National Democratic Front's (NDF) call for continued peace talks and
the rebels' attacks on civilians and businesses.

In Barangay Pangle in Masbate, four NPA members were kilied after a 20-minute gunfight at 6:30 am on
Sunday. Elements of the 21B and 96 military intelligence encountered the rebels while conducting security

operations in the area.
The troops recovered two M14 rifles, two M16, one m203 and subversive documents following the retreat of

the rebels toward the southeast direction.

The military also said that twe civilians and one soldier was killed in an ambushed staged by NPA rebels in
Agusan del Norte on February 11 while the soldiers were acting on reports on NPA presence in Santiago town.
Three civilians were also seriously wounded when the 10 rebels “indiscriminately fired" government troops.
Other incidents of NPA attacks were also reported on February 11 in Caraga, Davao Oriental and on February
12 in San Fernando, Bukidnon. No casualties were recorded in these two incidents.

The AFP also reported that NPA elements abducted four civilans in two separate incidents in Trento, Agusan

Del Sur on February 5 and in Moco, Compostella Valley on Febuary 8.
On Febuary 12, the Philippine National Police and an intelligence unit of the military arrested an NPA leader in

Caloocan City.
The leader was identified as Ferdinand Castillo, secretary of the Metro Manila Regional Party Committee. The

arrest was done by virtue of a warrant of arrest for doubie murder and multiple attempted murder charges

issued by the Regional Trial Court Branch 63 in Calauag, Quezon Province.
In Sarangani, six NPA members were arrested, five of whom were carrying high-powered firearms.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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HOPE IN TIMES OF TROUBLE|| CPP declared
ceasefire in SDN, after quake

Lui Clauc®~ —

The Armed Forces of the Philippines sees a silver lining as the
Communist Party of the Philippines declared a unilateral ceasefire
in Surigac del Norte after the province was hit by a magnitude 6.7
earthquake on Friday, February 10, 2017,

This welcome development came after the AFP’'s plea to the
rebels not to attack the soldiers who are conducting search and
rescue operations on the severely affected areas.

AFP Public Affairs Office Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo said that it is a good sign to once again open the
peace talks.

He also added that there are still lots of good-willed people on the side of the New People’s Army.

The Armed Forces are looking forward to the rebels’ cooperation not only in times of calamity. -EPJA

htip.//www.pna.gov.ph/

AFP open to localized peace talks with NPA groups

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, Feb. 13 (PNA) — While reflective of the dissent within the New People's Army (NPA) ranks, the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is open to pursuing localized peace talks with rebels.

This was stressed by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo 's press briefing in Camp Aguinaido,
Quezon City Monday.
Request for such negotiations came from NPA groups operating in the Visayas and Masbate, he added.

These groups are reportedly surprised at the decision of their national leadership to terminate the unilateral
ceasefire with the govemment effective 11:59 p.m. of Feb. 10.

And while the military is open to such negotiations, Arevalo said a mechanism must be first crafted so that
common ground rules between the two parties can be set-up. (PNA)
RMA/PFN
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NPA Violates CARHRIHL, indiscriminately
killed 2 Civilians and 1 Soldier, Wounding 3

More

iui Claudio

BUTUAN CITY —The NPA Terrorists Violated the only
agreement that the CPP-NPA-NDF had so far signed with the
government, the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect to
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL),
when thoy swooped down a peaceful community of Sitio Sarog,
Barangay San Isidro, Saniiago town of Agusan del Norte and
killed two civilians, wounding three others and killed one soidier at
around 5 A.M, 11 February 2017,

A report was earlier received by the 28th infantry Battalion about the presence of the said extortionist-terrorists
in the area.

“There is a situation in that community that needs to be addressed that is why | have sent my soldiers to
secure the people against these NPAs." Ltc Glenn Joy Aynera, 281B Commanding Officer on his statement.

Upon reaching the said community at around 4:30 A.M., troops were able to talk with some locales to confirm
the said report. However, unmindful of the civilians in the area, more or less ten (10) fully-armed NPA terrorists
indiscriminately cpened fire against the troops. Two (2) civilians and one (1) soldier were badly hit that caused
their instantaneous death while three (3) other civilians were wounded.

The harassment lasted for about ten (10) minutes before the NPAs withdrew towards the nearby communities.

The government troops immediately applied first aid to the wounded civilians and facilitated their delivery to the
nearest hospital, and conducted combat clearing operations.

| tc Aynera said "This is 2 clear violation of the CARHRIHL which is duly signed by the GPH and NDFP in 1298
at The Hague, The Netherlands that Civilian population and civilians shall be distinguished from combatants
and, together with their property, shall not be the object of attack. They shall likewise be protected against

indiscriminate strafing.”

“We condemn their atrocious act which claimed the lives of two innocent civilians, and seriously wounding
three others. We are also deeply saddened for the iost of one of our comrades. Rest assured we will always
continue to conduct peace and security operations to ensure the safety and security of the people in Agusan

def Norte.” Ltc Aynera Concluded.

Pursuit operation is ongoing to capture the perpetrators of the said crime.
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Ceasefire by NPA in quake-hit areas a ‘good
move'—AFP

By: Frances Mangosing

The declaration of a unilateral ceasefire by the New People's Army (NPA) in quake-hit areas in Surigao del
Norte and parts of Agusan del Notte was a “good move,” the military said on Monday.

“We welcome this expression within the portion of the ranks of the NPA. Ipinapakita lang nito na may bahagi
ng NPA na nararamdaman na mas higit nilang gusto na yumakap sa kapayapaan (This shows that a part of
NPA wanted to embrace peace),” Armed Forces of the Philippines public affairs office chief Col. Edgard

Arevalo told reporters at Camp Aguinaldo.

The NPA in North Eastern Mindanao Region on Monday declared a temporary unilateral ceasefire in Surigao
del Norte and quake-hit areas in Agusan del Norte from Feb. 11 to 11:55 p.m. of Feb. 20 to give way to relief
operations.

A strong 6.7-magnitude earthquake struck Surigao del Norte last Friday which has left eight people killed so far.

Arevalo said the temporary ceasefire by the NPA was “a good move” and they were happy that the communist
rebels responded to their calls of sparing soldiers doing relief operations.

“There remains people who have good intentions, who have good desire at nagpapakita ng pagmamalasakit sa
kapwa (show compassion for fellow countrymen),” Arevaio said.

He also urged the NPA to help out in relief operations and hoped they would do similar acts in the future.
“We hope this will not happen only during calamities. Malay natin (Who knows) a repetition of similar actions may

lead to the resumption of the peace talks,” Arevale said.

President Rodrigo Duterte terminated the peace falks early this month foliowing the collapse of the unilateral
ceasefires of the government and communist rebels. RAM/rga

9,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Is:raél to provide equipment to Philippine

special forces

Gracel Ortega

1,190 Sets of force protection equipment (FPE) worth PhP53.5 million from Israell company MAROM Dolphin
Ltd. is set to be delivered in the second quarter of 2017. These equipment will be for the use of Joint Special

Operations Group of the Amed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

The winning company, MAROM Dolphin, supplies force protection equipment to the Israel Defense Force. The
mode of procurement is government-to-government pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding on Logistics
and Defense Industry Cooperation and the Implementing Arrangement for Procurement of Defense Materials
between the Department of National Defense (DND) and the israel Ministry of Defense (ISRAEL-MOD).

JSOG e at the forefront of the current intensified anti-terrorism campaign. It is composed of specialized units
from the various major services of the AFP, inciuding the Philippine Army’s Light Reaction Regiment, the
Philippine Navy’s Naval Special Operations Group, and a Special Operations Wing from the Philippine Air

Force.

The Department of National Defense said this procurement is part of various equipment acquisitions that the
Department is pursuing in order to upgrade the capability of the AFP in combating terrorist groups and terrorist
cells.

“We have prioritized the procurement of these spacialized vests for our defenders to enhance their survivability
in encounters and battles against terrorists and lawless elements. Kahit saang lupalop sila magtago,

hahanapin sila ng ating mga tropa!” Defense Secretary Delfin N. Lorenzana said.
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16-year jail term vs AFP engineer affirmed

Malaya Business Insight

THE Sandiganbayan Third Division has affirmed the 16-year jail sentence meted out against engineer Dante
Senen, supply accountabie officer of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Military Supply Unit in Cebu
City on his conviction for graft and malversation of public property concerning the anomalous sale of four

power generators to a private individual in 2002.

Senen failed to convince the anti-graft court to reverse its decision dated November 28, 2016 that found him

guilty of conspiracy with former Philippine Air Force (PAF) Brig. Gen. Vladimir delos Trino, Major Antonio
Jason Garcia, and private defendant Antonio Ularte of Eduard Enterprises for the unlawful transaction.

Delos Trino and Garcia were convicted of both charges in May 2011 but their co-accused, Senen and Ularie,
remained at jarge. Senen was arrested only on November 21, 2011 inside Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City.
All three were collectively ordered to pay the government the sum of P1.2 million as indemnity for the loss

sustained on the sale on top of a P1.2 million fine.

The court found the three AFP officials liable for selling the power generators to Ularte for only P800,000.00
without helding the required public bidding that tended to favor Ularte’s firm,

In his appeal, Senen argued that there was no evidence that he coliuded with Deilos Trino and Garcia,

The court, however, declared otherwise, noting that it was Senen who had official custody of the power
generators hut the accused failed to inform his commanding ofticer about their transfer and did not include
them in his inventory and inspection report that he submitted to the headquarters.
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