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. The Chamber of Mines of
thé) Philippines (COMP) said in

" -a statement that with Lopez's

tznliateral dction; the contro- -

- versy was “no longer a gues-
_tlon of whether a handful of

‘ ‘companies really violated en-

vironmentaj laws” but

“whether we still uphold the .
« sarctity of contracts.” o
T ﬁugge,stmg -the, . affected
" ‘miners, Were.preparing'to take
legal action, COMP sald the

matter had “now become a

'questlon of due process” and

“fairness and justice that ap-
pixes toall”

- COMP lawyer Ronald Reci-
dbro said Lopez’s latest action

. Was “absurd” and ignored due
process: given - MPSAS . were
contracts between the govern-

ment and the mmmg compa-
‘nies. .

You cannot just ummteralw
ly cancel contracts, especially
if- there - are - no . specific.
© grounds,” Rec1dorosa1d .
o Mlmng law allowed opera-
tions in iwatersheds, - except -

thosa declared protected by
‘the govérnment, he added.
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Forbes, senior adviser'to the -
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4,000 members of the Citizens - .
- & ip in Armed Forces Geographxoal Unit (CAF-
: Western Vasayas Central Vlsayas and- GU) and its various partriers both from: s
‘Negros Island regions beginning this - the public and private sectors. .. . .-
-year untitthe end of 2019, .- .7 .. Last week, a soldier of the 6lst-
- According to Aying, the framework E Infantry Battalion was killedin'a
combines security reforn-initiatives, skirmish with suspected NPA rebels. -
-peace building; legitimate use of force; . in the mountains of Tapaz town, Caplz
community:public safety system; . .province. . iy
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another has surmndered - Claude'Palbe; Garzon Palhe, Retie Om-

: - pao and Sabelo Colano. The two others -

o Seized from the rebels were ﬁve Ga—
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" mer rebel:who came from San Miguel,
- Surigao dél. Sur, also-surrendered. his -

' :' M-16 Axmahte 1 rifte with one fully-load-

g paun
2 ommandmg general of the Armys
+-~ Northeastern. and: Northern ‘Mindanao
4t Infantry (Diamond) Division (4th ID) _
._.welcomed the new rebel returnee. Army
. troopers dropped some 4,000 leaflets on .
*:Monday over Sarangani Provinice urging
i Y smmnder of NPA rebels operanngm
NPA andwere oniy duped e '-the area:
mtogouungthe graup due oLk Coi Manen Angea(), cormnand-' .
o ._'mg officer of the: Army’s-73rd IB, .said
- “they dropped the leaflets aboard a Phil-
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