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By EVELYN MACAIRAN **

. . The Supreme Court (SC) has
¢ allowed the electoral protest
" of former senator Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. against Vice Presi-
% dent Leni Robredo to proceed,
. tejecting her plea te have the
“ case dismissed for lack of ju-
© rsdicdion. .0 o
"'~ The §C, convened as the Presi-
. denual Electoral 1ribunal (PET),
«_sad 1t has purisdiction over the case
" as manidated by-the Constitution.
" In questioning PET jurisdiction
over the electoral protest, Robredo
said the matter should have been
raised before Corgress when it was
still acting as the National Board of
Canvassers, = =~ = -
. Robredo had alsc sought the
~ dismissal of the case for “being
| théufficieéntm torm and substance.”
o .- She also-ated failure of the Marcos
% camp te specify 1 detail her ques-
tionable acts or omissions e
' Butthe PET pointed out that
undet Article VI, Section 4 of the
Constitution pertaining to PET
rules, “the tribunal shall be the sole
* judge of all contests relatng to the
-election, returns and qualifications
! ot the President or Vice President of
the Philippines” - AN Q
. In an eight-page resolution
' dated Jan. 24 but released only
o OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email a1 yesterday, the PET ruled that the (02) 845-8555Local: 5285, 5295
— gufficiency in form and substance
Army Core Purpose..S( of .Marc_cfZ’ election protest is be- d.

yond question
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*Inal has found the protest to be sufﬁment n
gorm and substance,” the rulmg read.
"Th(—. protest contained narrahons of ul-

.«On the matter ot the sufﬁmency of ﬂ:le . the result of the vice

‘protest the same (is) already beyond dispute ~
{With the issuance of the summons, the Tribu-

X tln'le £ the PET l'uled i e -:' For 27

. Marcos filed the case last June 2%'t0 contest

1y vron by Robredo
lost to Robredo by over 260,000 votes' -
" He asked the FET to annul about a m11~

7 hon votes cast in Lanao del Sus, Basilan and’
~~ Magwindanao. Robredo filed her response las{w

August seeking the dismissal of the protest -
ks e are hoping that w1th thls resolutmn,'

tIfimsu:leni:lafl race alleged-.
ugh-cheating Marces"

on ybg allege lrregulanhe; and'

fh .vmllbeamendboallﬂﬂ 6
: delays : and -we. can, finally
- move forward. There 1s-aneed-
- to ferret out. the trufh as te
. - what realty transpired during
= W the! vice presidential race last’
* May,” Marcos spokestan Vic-

tor Rodriguez said “We just

want the truth to ceme out It’
‘ that mmple I :

Procedure

Rubredn 5 camp brushed
aside the PET ruling, saymg
. it's part of procedure -
- Her lawyer Romulo Mdcel-'
: mtal saxdv::yhe ruling does not

L G S R

prove Marcos’ allegatmns I:hat Iast year 8 au-
torated election was nigged.

“It only means that the PEI‘ will proceed
with the case. It does not in any way reflect the
validity or merits of any allegation of fraud
or irregularity contesting the proclamation of
Vice Presideni Leni Robredo,” Macalintal satd.
. “The case would still go through the usual
tedions and lengthy process of revision and
recount of the ballote The ballot boxes and
therr contents would be retrieved from vari-
ous provinces to be brought o the PET for
the recount,” he added. He said PET simply
declared the complaini of Marcos suff1c1ent m
form and in substance -

- “ft should be emphasized that the purpose

. of assailing the substance of Marcos’ protest is

“to verify its compliance with the strict require-
ments of the rules as applied by the Supreme
Court m various electon protest o Macalmtal
said. -

”Our aim is to expedlte an early resolution
of the case in order to avoid further specula-
{ions on 1ts status,” he stressed

Sen Francs Pangilinan said the PET deci-

" s10n was a big disappointment Pangilinan 1s

; A : \@ ' president of thf-‘ LP whn.h is chaired by Ro-
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emafl add oacpa.army bredo’ - NPT e k| 5295
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.. ‘He lamented that despite a sound counter-
protest by Robredo, PET emphasized the “suf-
fictency” of Marcos” protest and it’s “already
beyond dispute.” - i e W s
' 7 “However, we wonder how the protest was
found to be suffident 1n form and substance
when;, until now, no discrepancy m the elec-
, tion'results have been présented?” Pangilinan
satd 1n a statement. | .- i e R
. - He said there appears to be “a disconnect
- between the supposed- suffimency in sub-

Ak e e i

stance and the blatant Jack of evidence fo sup-
' port their claims,” = R o

-5 Hé appéaledto the PR cercise the High-
‘ est discretion in making decisions as any mis-
 take or misjudgment could affect the mte%;x:ﬁ
~of the “greatest exercise of demecracy,” which

e

15 the election. © i (o Sl
2. The senator also urged Filipinos to remain
i and steadfast 1 protecting and sup-

porting Robredo: ws “i sl oo e
+=%: 5 Not bothered .
. Meanwhile, Interior and Local Government
. Secretary Ismael Sueno said he 1s not bothered
by mﬁs that Marcos would eventually re-

f piace o ” : : al
. ‘Sueno said he has been going around the
<+ country to disseminate intormation
about President Duterte’s anti-poverty -
programs and his plan to shitt to feder-
alism. - - - UL e
- “We serve at the pleasure of the Presi-
dent Tt 1s within hus power, wisdom and
discretion to appoint members of his
Cabmnet,” Sueno added. -~ - : .

“With the information being floated
about the change at the helm of DILG,
1 take no uffense whatsoever. It is busi~
ness as usual for me as I dispense my
duties and functions, with the blessings
of President Duterte,” he explained

* Marces was reportedly set to return
to the political scene soon as the new
DILG secretary. . i TN
.- Duterte 1s reportedly making prepa-
rations for Marcos’ entry mnto the Cahi-
net after the year-long ban on appoint-

“ing. losing eandidates m the May 2016
GE -eléqtl!jhﬁ. n ol e e T

. As mterior secretary, Marcos is ex-

pected to wield tremendous influence

* over local politicians as the DILG has

Jurisdiction over the Philippine National

Police, Bureau of Fire Protection and Bu-

reau of Jail Management. — With Janvic

Mateo, Paolo Romero, Marvin Sy, Ce-

4 ‘cille Suerte Felipe, Perseus Echeminad
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STORY BY CHRISTINE O. AVENDANO

the President, his common-law wife and three children
n contributor from 2011 to 2013.
tails of the alleged transactions

The senator also claims that
received almost P120 million from a campaig
Malacaiiang says it’s up tothe banks to release_t__lg

[0
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Byﬂhﬂﬂ:me O.Avendano Moo
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i ; 3 g oy
‘ menﬁs* Trillanes alsm clatmed'” en AntomoTnlIanes IV—-LYN'RILL'ON ;
that A‘Van Wit Duterte and = 4

his three chxldren vy his former -

wife, Elizabeth Zymmerman. re- -
cetved a]mosr P120 million from
Sammy Uy, a campzugn contrib-
utor, fromi 2011 to 2013, J
At a news conference 1n the
Senate, Trillanes tenewed his.
call for the President to keep his
promise dnring the presidential
campaign to make public ks
bank transaction history to dis-
preve he had P22 billion 1n
transactions - - three bank
branches from 2006 to 2015.

" “I'm confident in ssuing such -

a challenge because 1" . very cer-
tain about the authénticity of
these documents.” ke said.
“Show us .your courage
Show us that I am wrorg . For
the sake of vour supporters,
show us that you are clean,” he
said, addressmg the Presment

New documents
The new sét.of dogumenta

'Pr]-u'm rﬂlie%

ly_.ﬁ _..A‘

—

-~exchange for the tlien presiden-

'ﬁﬂﬁﬁm‘ Arom; MW 1

“the same source who gave hlm =

inApril last year papers show-

' ing ‘that, Mr Duterte had P22

billiori m . ‘bank transactlonc !
tfom 200610 2015. . - i
* Inan affidavit he executed in |

tial candidate to issue a waiver

of his account at Bank of Philip- -

pine Islands (BPD), Trillanes iden- .
tified his infermant as one
Joseph de Mesa, a “concerned
crtizen” who had a relative con-
nected to-a government agency

- Yesterday, Trillanes said Mr,
Duterte s. lawyer .then’ and now
His chief legal counsel, Salvador
Panelo, had said BPI wenld 1ssue

the transaction history of his*
chient’s bank account at 8 branch

n Pasig City after a weeek but
nottung was relmsed up to NOoW.
» Asked why he was lewving‘

the issue, the senater said it was,
; Qahda i have'the canwclmn

about time for the Prestdent t
-~ FUMIE hls pmamlse 1:0 open. b

e,

count .at. BPI's 'ju ia - Vargas;—

branch in Pasig City had been
validated when some reporters
deposited money in the accou.nt'
1o prove its existence, .= - " .

5 But after lns expose the'
bank accounts were “cleaned”
Tiillanes said Still; he said the
transaction history of the ac-

- counts could not be erased

He said he was compelled to
- taise the i1ssue anew because of
recent rnlev;mt” develqpments.
“showing that the President had
done nothing to fight corruptmn,
one- of bis campaign promises | -

" He also cited the release.
from detention of former-Presi-

: dent and now Pampanga Rep
“Gloria’ Macapagal-Arroyn and

moves by. Solicitor General Jose

xsonment of Janet 11
Na,pbles the alleged mas*er-'

"'mmd of the P1u—b11110n pmk

A

I
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harrel scam, for sertous illegal .

detention of whlbtler-bmwer
Hen]mrLuyovertumed

Haol neylet’s 175 transacﬂons
4 document om Avancena
listed chmnmloglcaﬂy 176 trans-
actions of h', banR Tolw
BRI Davao Meizg
Bank ang TCO p‘vaéfaﬁd
ping NanonalB* B
[1.1I3f Lq, 2004, to March 4, 2016,
I0AS (such as

transfers,, time it
rermination-credrt memos. de-
=, = ~ posits Gf;agk@anﬂ@mﬁh}nﬂls) to-
taled P187 507,085 GO a7
The biggest transaction hap-
pened on Dec. 29. 201, when a
cash deposit of P4,349 709 was
made to Avanrenas ‘BPI Davao
hMain' account the document
showed. - et E

‘Fhere were I t._hEl_’ trangac- i
tions mvolmg.?.ﬂ-_mﬂﬁgn The |

smallest amount
was T'500 000
hsKed: about Avanceﬂa’

transacted

IES
N

bank accounts, 1n1]dnes said
that these were all deposits
{credits) and that he had sup-

portlng documents to prove

. these -
‘x* 2 AT hat 18 why I’rn puﬂmg,my

 being senatot but alsa my fike

- on'line fua know the President
15, a killer-and T ‘will not f]ght

based on bogus mfermatlon, !
: " the President by mow since he

hﬂ told reporterq

“Another documeﬁr chat TAl- -

lanes \pIOVIdEd showed bank

transactmns of Samuel CangUv, .-

— “who he Said was m the export-
- Mr. Duterte had engaged m;‘j'

e o ” pIEbusnios anddtdmpalgn
—— S entiorof MBS,

I

_,‘_‘zPaolo Duierte (oW Davae City.’

; ‘fAfpnl 10, 20

LR

Thé document listed the puz-
chase of manager’s checks and

. telegraphic fransfess, among’ Othr

er transactions that Uy made - -
vz The = recipients mcluded
" Avancefia' and. the Presldents
childien—Sebastian * Duterte

¥ace mayor} and: Sara “Duterte :
Davao (L.‘ltytmayor) T,he*trans :

.Prls 176,7&7*3’5 3
Avancena received mon
fvrom Uy four times ‘and each
transaction was mure than P1o
- mitlon for 2 total: af ever P42
rmlhen ] :
+ Alse m four transactlons
w1th Uy, Sebastian Duterte gota
total of more than. P41 million.
while Paolo and Sara received
more than P19 million and P14
mﬂhon fespectlvelv y

o i IR e ]

ﬁ,mmmiedaduung cammw
Trillanes said the 1ssue of

i - 'the ‘bank transactions of Mr

Duterte’s family was drowned
durmg the election camipalgn. .-
“But aow that things have
cleared up and people have start-
ed to think and have seen the kind

¢~ of person the President is, they.

are hore open—nunded hesad.
. The eniator said he was ter-
stain the Office of the Ombuds-
man ‘had already asked for
'-cop1es pf hank ﬂansactmns of

haid filed a plunder case agamst
" Mir. Duterte seven months ago.
. He also said he was looking
at ‘other - iflegal - activities: that.

* whenlewas still mayor, INQ '
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- Laigl binoga ng kabaro
: = Pafay angisang sundalo ng Crizen Atmed Forces Geo-
. graphical Unit (Cafgu) matapos itong pagbabaritin ng kanyang
+ kabarong. sundaio sa bayan ng Pangil, Laguna noeng Mi-
yerkules na gabi, Kirulala ang bikiima na s Gerald Relevante
- habang nahaharap riamar: sa kasong knminal ang suspek na
* st Eduardo Galay, 45 Sa police report na rakarabing kay P/
. Saniot Supt Joel Pernito, provimaial director ng Laguna Pohice,
naganap ang insidente sa mees hall ng Cafgu defachment sa
Brgy: Galalan bandang alas-7:30.ng gabi Ayon sa imbesti-
gasyen, nanonood ng talebisyon ang dalawa nang paghabarilin
ng suspek ang biktima kung sgan nagising naman ang mga
kasamahang Cafgu Naygawa pang maisugod sa pagamutan
ang vikima pero namatay din ito matapos ang llang oras
Sumuko sa himpilan ng pulisya st Galay na bithit ang M14 rifle-
na gmamit sa krimen. Joy Cantos

- xamn o

4
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s | AINESONAMIES
| saencoumisr

- Patay.2pg. 15203 ama-

 sonang rebelde. sa naga-

: : il - 'nap na:bakbakan pg-tropa
e R — -/ il __ g mibtar at Tew Paople’s.
l?‘-"’l"?""‘ﬂ‘ L g T T g . Army sa bayah. ng Boban,
—— TSI Northern Samal kamiaka-

S R R —

i i - lawa. Sa report ni Army’s 8%

I = & 1rf4rtRy Division Commander

Major Gen Raul Farnacio.

. nagarap ang bakbakan sa

. pagitan ng 437 lnfantry Bat-

talion 4t rnga rébelde sa Sitio

Cabaywa, Brgy Santander

sa nasabing hayan b5

Kinilala anyg amasona ne

si Beinadette “Kakan™ [.utao,

asawa ng kumarder ng NPA

na s Safvadal *Badok” Nor-

dan Narekober ng mga sub-

dalo sa encounter site ang

lang iImprovised explosive de-

yice attatlong celiutar phones

“The NPA has been dell-

berately violating the humar

_rights with therr production

and employment of IEDs and

| their contiNuUous disruption of

 the peaceful lives of our fellow

! Filipinos especiallythose in the

tar-flung barangays, ‘pahayeg
ni Farnacic. Joy Cantos

9
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Army ties doctor, nurse to NPA following
Ifugao clash

Melvin Gascon

i

INQUIRER FILE PHOTO

;BAY,O-MBONG, Nueva Vizcaya — A doctor and a nurse were linked by the military to the New People’s Army
ollowing a Feb. 12 clash between the Philippine Army soldiers and suspected communist rebels in & remote

village in Hfugao province.

The identification card, cash machine cards and the professional license of Dr. Ana Marie L eung were
allegedly discovered at a rebel camp that was abandoned following the Sunday firefight in Barangay (village)

Namal in Asipulo town.

A postal identification card belonging to Isabelle Anne Ramos, a nurse from Quezon City, was also found at
the area, said Capt. Jefferson Somera, community relations officer of the Philippine Army’s 86th Infantry
Battalion (IB) which took custody of the rebel camp at Sitio (subvillage) Pinugao.

The rebels abandoned an M16 rifle, bullets and laptop computers at the camp following the hour-long battie.
Army officials said the families of Leung and Ramos could claim these cards from the 86th IB base in Kiangan

town.

But Somera said the Philippine Army would request the Anti-Money Laundering Council to freeze the contents
of the ATM cards’ bank accounts, which might have been used by the rebels, Somera said.

The Army's 5th Infantry Division's Judge Advocate is also studying whether there were grounds to charge
Leung and Ramos. SFM

|
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NPA rebels attack troops on relief
mission in Surigao

By: Jenny Dongon, NewsS5 | Philippines News Agency
February 16, 2017 12:11 AM

fMiIifgry vehioles used in relief operations in quake-stncken areas of Sungao del Norte (TV5 wideo grab)

‘A military convoy was shot at by communist New People’s Army (NPA) rebels Tuesday evening while returning
to Surigac City after delivering relief goods to an earthquake-stricken village of San Francisco town in Surigao

Del Norts province. ‘
No casualty was reported on the government side in the brief five-minute firefight between scldiers and eight

rebels who fired upon the convoy at about 8:30 p.m. Tuesday.

The convey consisted of a platoon of the 30th Infantry Battalion with civilian partners from local government
units and hon-government organizations.

The military learned that the attackers belonged to the NPA’s guerilla front community 16, which Col. Rico
Amaro, batallion commander of the 30th Infantry Division, described as rebels responsibie for atrocities such
as extortion and terrorism in the area.

The attack came despite a unilateral ceasefire declared by the NFPA’s North Eastern Mindanao Command over
the weekend in Surigao del Norte and Agusan del Sur to allow the delivery of relief goods to areas stricken by
the magnitude 8.7 earthquake that hit Surigao City on Friday (Feb. 10) and left six people dead and more than
a hundred individuals injured.

The attack also added to the anxiety of residents who have been feeling the effects of continuous aftershocks.
Residents appeaiad {0 the NPA not to hamper the relief operations.

The military on Wednesday condemned the attack on the relief convoy.

Maj. Gen. Benjamin R. Madrigal, commander of the Army’s Fourth ID in Camp Evangelista in Cagayan De Oro
City, said “We condemn in the strongest terms possible the recent harassment of NPA on our soldiers who
were assisting the civilian volunteers in the delivery of relief goods to the earthquake-stricken residents in the
village of Linunggaman, San Francisco, Surigao Del Norte.”

He said the attack waged by the NPA rebels showed that the “terrorists” could not be trusted at all.

“The NPA deceived the entire nation when they attacked the soldiers when they (NPA) even declared a
‘unilateral ceasefire' so that the relief goods could be delivered smoothly to earthquake-stricken villages in
Surigao Del Norte,” Madrigal said in a statement released Wednesday.

The LGUs.and the national government had estimated damage to properties at about P650 million and
restoration works went in high gear this week in a bid to bring back normalcy in the lives of the people.
Classes in Surigao City and nearby areas are scheduled to resume on February 20 after government

engineers assess the damage to schools. l Q
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DWDD: Army installs new chief of staff for CMO

DWDD AFP Civil Relations Service Radio Website

FORT BONIFACIQ,." Taguig.™ C;ﬁy.-_.‘ma Phihppme Amy installed an experienced CMO officer .as
the new Assistant Chief of Staff for Civil-Military Operations, G7. during the thange of chief office ceremony. .=

heid here on Monday 8:00 a.m.

lC)olcn«a-l Facundo O Palafox 1V formally assumed as the head of the Assistant Chief of Staff for CMO, G7, and
replaced Col. Arulfo Marcelo Burgos, Jr. who will assume command of the Amy’s 202nd Infantry Brigade

based in Southem Tagalog.

Brigadier General Rodel Mauro Alarcon, the Acting Army Chief of Staff presided the change of chief of office
ceremony.

Palafox is the former deputy and executive officer of the G7 pricr to his new position. He also served as the
Squadron Commander of the 2nd Cavalry Squadron and been a Commandant of The Armor School both are

under the Mechanized Infantry Division, Philippine Army.

A graduate of the Phifippine Miiitary Academy Class of 1990, Palafox also holds a Master's degree in Public
Management major in Development and Security from the Development Academy of the Philippines.

Meanwhile, Col Burgos will replace Col Giorivine Dida as commander of the 202nd infantry Brigade. Dida will
assume as the Assistant Division Commander of the 2nd Infantry Division, Philippine Army.

The designation of Palafox, Burgos and Dida is part of the Amy's continuing career and leadership
development program for its senior officers

)
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DWDD: 200 new soldiers to bring peace and development
in Central & Western Visayas

DWDD AFP Civii Relations Service Radio Website

CAMPPERALTA “Jé}hi'ndah',' Cépiz - Tﬁfo hundred (200} newly enlisted soldiers were welcomed by the - = '

~Army’'s-3rd Infantry (Spearhead) Division led by its commander Maj. Gen. Jon N Aying during the joint

enlistment, entrustment of firearms and graduation ceremonies of Candidate Soldiers Classes 410 and 411+ ¢
2016 held here yesterday February 13, 2017.

The new members of the Spearhead Troopers Division have successfully completed the six (6) month rigid
Candidate Soldier Course (CSC) and Jungle Warfare Mountain Operation Course (JWMOC) held at the
Division Training Schoo! (DTS) in Camp General Macario Peralta Jr., Jamindan, Capiz.

The training that kicked-off last August i, 2016 aimed to provide the candidate soldiers with the basic
knowledge and skills of soldiery, to develop their characier worthy to become members of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP), and to prepare them to perform duties as riflemen and automatic riflemen of the infantry

squads.

Gabriel C Cablas, received the Commander, 3rd infantry Division Award for graduating Number 1 besting 104
others in Class 410 with a General Point Average of 89.29% in aii evaluated subjects both academic and non-

academic in the said training.

While Kenneth D Pedrosa, topped the Class 411 besting 94 others. Pedrosa also received the Commander,
3rd Infantry Division Award who garnered a General Point Average of 80.05% in ali evaluated subjects both

academic and non-academic courses.

" In his speech, Maj. Gen. Jon Aying emphasized to the new soldiers the true meaning of military

professionalism that once you are aiready a soldier, you have to resist your right to iive where you choose to
live, to say not anymore what did you choose to say , to dress what you do not choose to dress.and it needs

“but an order to settle them with their families and dislocate their normal lives.

A
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“If you have the right perception in life, faith in God, spotless moraiity, harmonious relationship with your
comrades and the people in the community, whatever you will be doing will be easy” he added.

Maj Gen Aying also reminded the newly enlisted soidiers that the firearms being entrusted to them are the
symbol of strength to win the battle and this weapon will serve as the weapons to promote peace and order in
their respeciive fields.
'Hé also tharked the parents, reiatives and friends of the new soldiers for the support and congratulated:the
~ Division Training School personnel who were responsible for the training of these new breed of soldiers.

: fhe new soldieré will be assigned in the different battalions in Western and Central Visayas and the Negros
island Regions to perform peace and development works in the countryside and likewise add to the unit's

strength in these areas.

The Chief of Staff, 31D Awards went to Reymar Q Atillano and Joven D Buyco for Graduating Number 2 in
Class 410 and Class 411 respecfively.

Recipients of the Commandant, 3™ Division Training School Awards were Justine GLariosa and Erwin M
Verdadero for graduating Number 3 in Class 410 and Class 411 respectively.

For obtaining the highest rating in Physical Fitness Test throughout the duration of the training, the Physical
Proficiency Awards went to Marvin P Licos for Class 410 and Jeorem S Sison for Class 411.

I
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DWDD: 4ID Condemns NPA’s attack, vows to help

Surigao Rise again
Frorm DWDD AFP Civil Relations Service Radio Website

B P g

CAMP EVANGELISTA, Cagayan de Oro City — Army troops conducting relief operations were fired upon by

|NPAs in Barangay Linunggaman, San Francisco, Surigao del Sur, 8:30 P.M, Tuesday.

:A platoon of 30" Infantry Battalion in a convoy with civilian pariners from LGU, NGOs, and LGAs was harassed
by members of New People’s Ay after they have distributed relief goods for the communities affected by the
ecent magnitude 6.7 earthquake. o

No casualty was reported on the incident.

it can be recalled that the NPA has declared the ceasefire in the area in order for the Government Agencies
and Local Government Units to facilitate the Disaster Relief Operations and to restore the normaicy of the

situation after the earthquake shook the entire province.

Col. Franco Nemesio Gacal, Commander of 402™ infantry Brigade said, ‘In partnership with all the
Govemment Agencies, NGOs, and civilian volunteers, we will not allow this recent act of treachery on the part
of the NPA to cause the deprivation of basic needs due to the people affected by the disaster. it will not deter
us to continue our efforts in helping the province fo bring back to normal situation.”

“We condemn in the strongest terms possible the recent harassment of NPA. There is no way that we can
trust these terrorists. They have deceived the entire nation when they attack our soldiers with civilian
volunteers who have just delivered relief goods the earthquake- stricken communities. The recent declaration

of ceasefire by the NPA is nothing but fie and deception”, said by Maj. Gen. Benjamin R. iadrigal, 4iD
Commander.

fl
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Gender hovers over solon
asan AFP reserve officer..

o 1l . BYVICTOR REYES .

-,e- '—=‘l J

THE. Armed Forccs yestcrday sald t:ransgen- :
i der Bataan Rep. Geraldine Roman 18 going

to be a “welcome addition” to the military

“ 0 ff ‘she fitifsues her inteation to be part of
the AFP’s reserve force

AFP public affairs office chief Col Edgard
Arevalo said Roman has announced that
she will be applying for the Armed Forces
reserve force She will be the first trans-
gender in the military if her application is
approved.

But Arevalo had a caveat. “They afe

" entering an institution placed in high

estcem. We admonish them to maintain
the dignity of the uniform, observe
discipline, propriety and decorum; and
measure up to the steep standards of the
service. Else, they have no room in this
noble profession of arms.”

- To put it bluntly, Roman, based on her

_ gender, must wear a male uniform * 0. ¢
Roman has said she hopes t the military

15 aware that as a transgender woman, she
should be wearing woman’s uniform. -

Arevalo said: “Admittedly this is the first
time that we have that situation cancerning
a prospective applicant We have to go by
the gender of the applicant as rcﬂccted in
the certificate of live birth.”

Arevalo said the court has approved
Roman’s petition to change her gender to
female. However, Arevalo could not im-
mediately say if Roman’s birth certificate,
one of the requircments in the application,
already bears her new gender. .

“If she satisfies the legal requirement
that would say that she has been physi-
cally transformed into a woman, then
we will allow her to wear the uniform
of a woman and groom her hair into a
woman,” said Arcvalo.

And there lies the problem.

i

£ OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emai! add: cacpr.army 204 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02} B45- L8558 Logal: £2B5 5285




Army Vision: By 2028, e world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

H February 2017

plme bmpnety and deqorum,

. and n:;easure up 10, _.he steep

The Armed ﬂ?nrcea of the:

O 'Ihutsday saxd_l.;* W
ie . this: ncble professmnrofarms

| Philippine

gd n- -
! tent. o’t Bataan Fn‘st D1s‘mrt

Rep. Geraldine Ronmn, the s =
country’s. first transgender - i
legislator, to join the auhtary

and become an offlcer of its
ReserveForce. ~+ ° .-

.The AFP said 1n a 'Atate-
ment that 1t does not -dis-
criminate °.applicants 1n
terms of gender, either in the
regilar. ox reserve force of
the military.

- It said the m111tary mstltu—
tion hae its own gender and

" development program that

; tmn_placed n Ingh esteem

— otbf&ﬁﬂffytm’

handles gender 1Ssues ‘
“The AFP welcomes the ex-
pressed interest of Rep. Ro-
man. We highly value the pa-
triotism ef our citizens and
“will work to culﬂvafe this. She
-will be a welcome addition to
the reservists torce, the state- .
mentsald. < £
The AFP rermnded aIl ap-
_phcants who wall tramn in the
military service that they
would be entenng an nstitu- |

5" sur.n,_ we:’ “admonish
in the: dignity
QW’ﬁism-

2

it addecl. :

. In a statement, Roman
commended the AFP for its

y pohcy of accepting members
- of the. LGBT {lesbian, gay. b1-

sexual . and transgender)

‘community and expressed

her strong support for the re-
turn of the Reserve Officers
Training Command (ROTC)
for the youth. -

~ “Change 15 truly happen—
ing in our country Now as
promised - by President
Duterte.” Roman said, as she

thanked the President, De-

fense Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana and AFP Chief Gen. Ed-
uardo Afio for allowing the
entry of the ,..GBT in the mili-
tary force. -

+. To.show her support tor
the the President, Roman said
" she will encourage the youth
to’ jom and promote the

O IES ke ol

. She said this wxll prepare

" them for the country’s.defense

and. for earthquake and. ty-.
“ phoon rescue operations. INQ

Commendauon gy
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Officer cites PNP criteria
in awarding Medal of Valor

1 By CECILE SUERTE FELIPE

If the military has the Medal of Valor,

" the police have their Medalya ng Kagit-
~ ingan.

... Philippine National Police (PNP)
. spokesman Sentor Supt. Dionardo Carlos
; made the distinction between the two

highest honors for uniformed persorinel.
Carlos said the privileges received by

~ o itsrecipients are different.

v,

“To distinguish, the PNP, ‘through the
Napolcom (National Police Commission)
and the DILG (Department of the Interjor
and Local Government), for our part, it's
the PNP Medalya ng Kagitingan. The

privileges are different from what the AFP - .
{ Armed Forces of the Philippines) gives,” =~

Carlos said. e _
All the 44 Special Action Force

(SAF) police commandes who were™ ~

killed' in the Mamasapano incident
in january 2015
were awarded the
Medal of Valor.
Two of them — Se-
nior Insp. Gednat
Tabdi and PO2
Romeo Cempron
- were already
awarded during
the term of former
president Benigno
Aquino IIL
“There was a re-
view of the 42 oth-
ers and they found
that they deserve
to have the posthu-
mous award of the
PNP Medal of Val-
or” Carlos added.
During the com-
memoration of the
second anniver-
sary of the bloody
incident, President
Duterte ordered are-
view of the awards,

after which the’

Medal of Valor was
given to the 42 SAF
personnel.

Duterte had an-
nounced he had up-
graded the PNP Dis-
tinguished Conduct
Medal (Medalya
ng Kabayanihan)
earlier awarded to
the fallen SAF 42 to
Medal of Valor!
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“+; However, some mulitary officers said
_ giving the awards to the SAF policemen
would demean the, disiinction of fhe
WAL s s L S S
", Carlos stressed the I'NP has.its own.
 criteria on the Medal of Kagihngan. © -
- Hesatd the Medal of Valor awarded to

fiown by

ohce officers ... . -

i

i, Defetise Segretary Delfin Loseizana
tal ot Valor awardee Aniel Queru-

“and Med

. bin, however, dlsﬂgNEd B
; - . Lorenzana openly xpressed.his.cisap-
X -t proval ofigiving out the Medals of Valor

— g tothegﬂ}"’&il,?omtmg out the military
= " merit medal is never given “en masse”

_ He said the Medal of Valoris an
individual award for someone wha dis-
tinguishes himself conspicuously, at the

- nsk of life, and have displayed personal
bravery ot self-sacrifice so extraordmary
! as to set the individual aparl from hus
comrades.
I am sure that there ave some whomay
be deserving, but definitely not all them
" As I said, wutially, there are vital criteria
 tor the Medal of Valor and dymng 1s not
one of them,” Lorenzana said. -
Former Army chuief Arturc Ortiz, lead-
ing the retued and active military otficers,
said the PNP and the DILG, bemng avilian
overnment orgarazations, could notjust
dish out the Medal of Valog because it 15
only reserved for themulitary . =~ 7
“The PNP can give the Jughest ctvihan
awards to the SAF 44 for their supreme
sactifices but the Medal of Valor — this 15
the most sucred m the military,” Ortiz sad
In the Napoleom memorandum cireu-
lar 93-118, the Medal of Valor 18 given io
any pohce personnel who performed “a
deed of personal bravery and self-sacrifice
above and beyond the call of duty socon-
spicuous as to distinguish himself clearly
above his comrades i the performance of
more than ordinary hazardous service”
TR — With Jaime Laude

D
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NPA releases video of kidnapped
soldiers

i R T AL

By JOHN UNSON

KORONADAL, Scuth

Cotabato’= The communist. .

New People’s Army {NPA)on
Wednesday: released awideo
of the tworsoldiers they lad-
napped two weeks ago In

e R A T :‘f.;&ﬁéh-g_...‘

Sultan Kudarat it

President Duterte tonegotiate
their safe release < %
.. The NPA’s Valentii Pala-
‘mine Regional Operailons
Command-Far Seuth Mind-
anso assured the tamilies of
Pic. Samuel Garay and 5gt.

2

nd urged

‘WMitidanao-based media out--

Al A 2

Golaiman -Cdlocop that they' .

are ireated humanely ard are
not bemg tortured as earher
geported, e T
NPA sent the wideo to

fits through email, appealing
to Duterte to work oul their

release through a peacefil
negotiation . - % Lo
- The NPA's Dencio Madrigal
oke m the video and called on

the- Armied Forces of the Phil:p-
1res (AFP) to halt mihitary
operations m Sultan Kudaraz: -
.~ Heaccused the government
5 ot using the AFP’s
civil-mihtary op-

erattons and cther
humartarian cut-

< reach programs as

prefext to determunt the 1o~
cation of NPAs, and how to
officiently neutralize the com-
murities supporing rebels.
In a separate video, {5aray
and Calocup said they were
treated well by the yebels
Garay and Calocop WweTe

riding tandem ona matorcycle
when thev were iaken by 1eh-
ols at a checkpomt 1n Columbio
two weeks ago '

. This was days betore the

NPA. terminated 1ts unilateral
easefire with ihe government

earhier this Taonth :
Hostilities began shortly af-
ter Fresadent Duterte declared
all-out War againsi the NPA
and scutiled the peace ialks

with the rebels

. Elsewkere, residents began

to flee thewr villages on tears
that they mught get cavghtm a
firsfhight between government
Turn to Page 3
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tmopr: amd the NPA rebelo,-\. : 2
v B p.: Jeodoro Baguﬂat h sa_u-i--
thghﬁ oreed indigenous peoples tq
; fleetheir wallages in Asipulo town. .
v “Tugh daya. after the bresiedown of. the
’ peace falks and the hfting of the ceasifine,,
N ary end the NPA have Tenewed.
=i — ' ﬂghhng While casualties on bofh sideis.are.
‘ —— " expectad, the greater tragedy 1sthedisplace:-
: ment of peaee—lovmg mdigencus peoples e
% Eanthwie s estral homies,” Bagualaf said
guilatwged the resumption of peace
alks and an immediate halt to the clashe.,'
betveen&em;htaxyand&mNPA it
In Quiriio province, atleast 50 famﬂles
have fled then homes in Barangay San
Martin, Maddela town simce Wednesday,
loeal officials said
= Barangay chairman Pau]mp Lunag said
' villagers started to leave their houses for
retuge with relatives in the town proper
afler some 150 NPA rebeh were spottﬂd
in their village :

- Lunag said the vﬂldgers left Ihe-lr houses
to avoid berng caught in & potential crossfire
between the NPA and troops of the Army’s
86th Battahon advancing to them area

- Meanwlhle, a suspected NPA leader
- was arrested by the police - Meyrau-
ayan, Bulacan on Wednesday

Fernando Quirante, alias “Ka Bert,” 13
wanted for mulliple murder and hsted
as No: | Most Wanted Person m‘thonas
City, Negros Occidental -« -

=~ With Artemio Dumlae, Raymund
Catindig, Ben Serrano, Rhodina Vﬂlan—
ueva, Cecille Suerte Felipe ..::._ ==

P e

J .
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Despite intensified
b-- offorts to neutralize
extremists eperating in
¢ Mindanao, the group of Abu
SIS 8ayyaf leader Radullan

W8 Sahiren. rema.ma“potent”

» «gfficial yesterday said.
-, Col. Cirllito Sobejana,

For

llsland=prov1nca 2
“Sahiron is the most potent one- conmdenng

that he has the most number of followers,” said
Snhaiang, who is also the concurrent deputy

Macapagal-Arroyo while Burnham

was killed during a pescue

force in :Suly, a military.

- commander of Joint Task
! lu, said Sahiren continued to-enjoy
- Command of large number of suppnrters in the _

commander -of the Western
Mindanao Command (Wesmincorty).
Sahiron, ~ known  as

- Commandsr “Putol”, 1s included

in the United States list of most

wanted terrorists with $1-million”

reward for his neuntralization. He
was tagged in the 2001 raid at
the posh Dos Palmas resort in
. Palawan where several hostages
were snatched, including three
Americans.
‘Two of the American: hostages,

“namely, Martin Burnham and

Guillermo Sobero, were killed
while under captivity. Sobero was
beheaded as Independence Day
present to former President Gloria

operation a year later that ended .
in the reseue of his wife Gracia.

Aside from this, Sahiron's group
was alsoblamed for the kidnapping
of a female broadeast journalist
and her crew in 2008.

Sahiron is believed to have
around 130 Abu Sayyaf fighters

under his command operating in
the outskirts of Sulu. - :

As JTP-Sulu commander,
Sobsjana is tasked to neutralize

‘Sahiven’s group within six- months
or until Tuly this year as directed -
by-- Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) Chiel of Staff )

Gen. Eduardo Afo.

According to Sobe]ana,- ae:de

from defeahng mgmflcant]y ngbﬁ‘

Sayyaf in Sulu, the JTF-S$u

oxerting its “best: efforts™to ne.se§
27 hostages still being kepthgthe
bandit group. - ;{5 i
- “By.July 31 the kldnag]pmg
problem in Sulu Basilan and Taw
Tawi should be finished,” hedfaid.

“(By that time), there shiould.
no more hostages on their
custedy, their strength has'r@een
mgmﬁcantlv reduced’ and
economic progress setsin 11{ Jolo .
and the éntire provmce of S’l;llu
Sobejana added.. |

Currently, 14 mllL_tany
h'm,.l]l{m“ undﬂ J'f'I‘ Sulkue

" composed.of Army, Air Forea &l :
. ‘Navy, are-operating againgt the ,
_Abu Sayyaf group in Suln,,

T af
ST

ha
<D
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pel

{: mga ]catutubo B8 gryela.
| sa pagitan ng Armed
‘| Forces of the Philippines

(AFP) at New People's
Army (NPA) sa Ifugao
maiapns bumagsak - ang
peace talks sa pagitan
ng gobyerno at mga re-
beldeng komunista.

“fta “apg dahilan kaya
nawawagan s1 Ifugao
Rep. Teddy Brawner Ba-
guilat s2 gobyerno na 1fu-
loy na ang peace talks sa
Communist Party of the
Philippines ¢(CPP) upang
makabalik na sa kani-
kanilang bahay ang mga
katutubong apektado.

o

“Just days after the

-breakdown of the peace -

‘talks and the hiting of the
ceasefire, the mulitary and
the NPA have renewed
fighting  Whle casual-
ties on both sides are ex-
pected, the greater tage-
-dy is the displacement of
peace-loving indigenous
peoples from their ances-

. tral homes,” ani Baguilat
- Imhallmbawa ng
-mambabatas ang mga

katatubo sa Ifugae na la-
h1s na umanong naaapek-
than sa giyera ng mili-
tar at NPA kaya umaa-
pela ang mambabatas na
bumalik na ang magkab-

Pahina. j

Ka!umng all klaﬂﬂ sd !IIYP.I'ﬂ nﬂ AFP VS NPR:

fade Ta anges

lang kampu sa peéce ne-
gotiating fable. - .« ==

- “Hundreds oi IPs are
now in an evacuation
center 1n Namal, Asipu-
lo where the fighting has
been 1aging between ‘the
mulitary and the NPA m
the past few days,” am

Bagmilai . .

- Sa ngavon aniya ay
hirap na hmap na ang
mga katutubo ss mga

" evacuation: centers dahil

kulang-kulang ang pag-
kamn, tubig, kumet at mga
damit pangginaw mata-
poa bumagsak ang tem-
peratura sa Ifugao. (Ber-
nard Taguinod)-
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ASG sets deadline
for P30M ransom
of German hostage

tano
THE Abu Sayoaf G warned ol heheading
Carman captive Jurgen Gustay Kaniner il apthiori-
Fioe fail to delivertie P30 million ransom by Feb, 260
.. . Iy s wae ived i a video circalated by
=T e e thas T E Tntelligence Group, thal monitors piiacdist

(Rl

i Lhe Bvo-minute vide e ————y
shirt and sporting & beard spc

ddressed His tamily and Hiek

plors to-spare: e
ntial’ Peace aclyi

crmmient-shll reiterates-iks very string
Sowe e nob going do-falk w ]
i 11 et LIV e LY MR AT
| However, he aid the gavernmentwill nokiter
¥ ene il leantner's fantily granother pariy ags edlo

{ pray thera
Kanki A-Tawd in Novem:
abine Merz, Were
abine was kifled when she teporiec-
Ehl. [Ter body s baer faund on the
vacht with gunshit winds,
[Tureza said part.of the government erfort
Fencite Kattner and at leasi 20 pther hostages were
e comtiniimy catiors in Snld.
Among Lthose the pandits had decapitated were
—_— Canadian hostages Rubért Hall and john Rids el

ko were takan from Samal Istand in-Day
Norte The twa beheaded vichms cpmpaniois, |
wegiat) Knrian:SekRingstad and

Fluor, had béen separately releasced aftenbansam was

- _ he
el
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' ANG AFP Mdal of Valor o Medalya fig Kagitmgan
‘. ay‘angkatiinbas hig US Congressional Medal of Hohbr
| ang pimakaidtaasna parangsl naiginagawiad sasundalo
. ‘otparine ng VIS Armed:Faroes: Nagaimulang rgirawad.
- ang U8 Meda] of Honornoong taong 1861 52 11 Navy:
_at, sumunod naman sa:US Ay noong tadng 1862

Vel
%. hanggang
¢ nabigyann

nsﬁbul

2

+ 9

angbalasnaillagdaan™ s award , ARP

% At ol 2y (g kighAdiA Bisa i balas : .
szl iPresidentishrabiam ganeol guAeR Wiadal of - nuzed guerikiaforces

. PAGDILAO JR.

hiis ikm)

lioi it armed enermes,

sp1 ,y.slax-tg;gallarz -and fi
: above and-beyond the |
ol the Medal < or;

g;c‘)"ltg‘ay"lsa“s Meron din™-"= pa ADE Zan @

i Jatnsiianging 1 spyrgan ng | PNP Medal of Valot s AT Medal of Valor? Sapala-

! - MedsTof Valordabtl 549p0 bRty Katar - gay ko walakung ang punsipyo At pimantayan saiikod.

r - panganibove dnd-beyor [ 0f iy’ "Nang = ng parangal ang paguusapan. Paieno lang  Dapat.pet-
at | Philippme National i :

. buwagm ang PC at pumaliizti ng:Phi _
i Pohee (PNP) ihiniwaldy’ ‘na ito'sa AEP, Ang bagong
. itmatag na FNPdysuagkaraon hatin ng sarimg regu-
" lasyan patungkol s2 mga medalya af parangal na'ig-

agawad sakatangr-tanging pulis at tauhan ng PNP. Ang

. pinakamataa$ na patangal na magagawad ay ang Med-. .

_alya ng Kapitingan o PNP, Medal -of Valor hango sa:
" Medal Gf Valof rig AEP, s ek e
.. Avon sa NAPOLCOM Memerandum: ar

L -018#The Medalya »g Kagitingar or-the PNP Medsl

nal Polige. Ii:1s awarded to sny‘member of the Philip-.
pine National Poli¢e who have, peeformed ni-action a-
deed of personal bravery and self-sacrifice above and
beyond the calf -of duty so censpicuous as to disim-
guish himself clearly above his comrades in the perfor-
mance of mote than ordiary hazadous service This
award may be given enty 1f the enemy force 15 s0 ovet-
. whelming as<ompared;to the government ireops”. 82-.

i sl D 1 -

Circular 93~ .

of Valor is the highest:awerd of the-Philippine Natio= -

" méntala ayon naman=saAFP.;-“The AFP Meill of°
Valor 1s the Philippinés highestmilitary honor To earn =

. sonal na ipmamalas ng pinagkaloobanng'medalya ang
" pambibirang. kagitmgan at-pagpapakasakit sa.sariliai:
~ hindi alintana ang kal,stasan at buhay habangnasa gitia
“nglabanan. 'S4 iabanens iyon sng kanyaug iproimamalas
- mapambihirangkagiimgan ay bukod fang at hind: ma-
. papantayar ng smuman sa kanyang mga kasamahan
- Hind1 maaring magkaiba sapaghkat 15a lang ang pinagmi<
. lan ngparangal. Ang prosese-gy hales parelo, Dumadaan.
110 sa masusing imbistigasyon af mafinding delibera-

* - Ang katbahan lang s& ngayon ay ang pagkakaroon ng

" batas (RA 9049) na naghibigay ng buwanang pabuys at

. iba pang pribilehiyo sa mga giiawatan ng medalyang -
*- Kagitingan 3a hanay ng kasundaluhan Walang katurn-
bas na batas na waghibigay ng parehong pribilensyo sa

* mga pagkakalooban nig medalya sa hanay ng kapulisan

" Kung walang batas hindi pwedeng obligahin ang mga.
" pempubliko at pribadong eskwelahan at ospital ha

- blgyan ng skolareyip at libreng papgagamet ang mga.

- pinarangalan. e e T R

Kaya naman

bllang'zla

B

_ kinatawari sa Kongreso 1sa,

" saasinulong kong panikas
-.lang batas noong naka= ;
! raang 12% Conigiess av
* yong magpapatibay ng

pamantayan

. at magbibigay ng pribile-

Tuyo sa mga

' of Valo awardees tuiad ng.

kanilang counterpart sa AFP. Hindi lang nagkaroor ng
sapat na panahon upang maisulong ito ng ganap sa
Kongreso ngunit pingkiusapan ko ang mga dati'kong
kasamahan sa K amargns dati ning galing sa serbisyona
ihain uli ang panukalang batas. Panahon na upang magka-
roon ng isang batas na maggagabay samga kinauikulan
ng tamang parawt at pamantayan sa pagkaloob ng
Medalyang Kagitingan kasamana ang pagatas ng gantim-
. palang karapaidapai na matamasa ng mga bayaning pulis.

ng pagpipili
PNP Medal -

R TP T e “ e

2

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Ammy Core Purpose: Serving

the psopie. Securing the land.



Army Vision. By 2028, a world-class Army that is & source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - -Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

|¥ February 2017

SPORTS

“Navy, Army bikers

.q‘»

'“"fmish 1-2'in Ronda

Navy’s Ian Paul Mc:ralea stuck o Armv’s Cnis
Joven throughout the seventh stage on ‘Thursday
. @8 thevdanded 1-2-m the 222-km Ronda Pilipinas
‘chaflenge ‘that ended 1w Daet, Camarmes Norte
Though he won stage honors, Morales said his
role was to tire out the chasers like Joven so his

teammate and tour leader, Rudy Roque
can relax. —sTORYBY MARC ANTHONY REYES

Az3

Sacrifice keeps Roque relaxed’ in lead; Army’s ]oven at bay

“I may not be able to make it
{win the title this year),” said the
31-year-old Morales of Philip-
pine Navy-Standard Insurance
after winning stage honors by
two bike lengths. :

' #But I'm getting tiréd, too”

. .admitted Morales in Filipino.

"+ He admitted being the des-
1gnated pawn as he led a iwo-
man hreakaway (with Ronnilan
‘Quuta) in hillv Ragay, Camarines

Sur, still more than 10c ki away

from the finish line
“That's my role, to tire out
the chasers like Joven so Rudy

(Roquej can relax w1th ihe main
pelotori,” 'said Morales - -

But he also admitted it ay’
soon backfire on hum with still
seven stages left in the race. -

Roque, Morales’ teammate
and current red jersey wearer,
indeed kept his lead intact, two
minutes, 21 seconds ahead of
another Navy rider, Ronald Lo-
motos. Morales was third over-
all 2,56 behind.

But Joven, riding for Kinetix
Lab-Philippine Army. managed
te creep to fourth, jusi 3:15 be-
bind Rogue

=7

%

“From the start our god 1s
the championship. Whoever 1s
fittest, we support him,” said
Morales. “Right now Rudy is i
top condition and they will have
a bard time getting the red jer-
sey from him.”

Roque finished the stage mn
ti ~ top 8, with the same tine as
Morales (6:09:04), Slmer Navar-
rc of Go For Gold, Ryan Serapio
of Team Ilocos Sur, Quita of

Airmy, Leonel Dimaano RC Cola- .

NCR and femice Brioso of TIS-
'And while Joven represent-
ed the biggest threat in the Pi1

million top individual honor, Ge
For Gold has already camped
four riders inside the top 10 of
the overall Cclassification—
Navarro {5.06 off the leader), Is-
mael Grospe Jr., {7:11), Jonel Car-
cueva (7 49) and Brva.n* Sepnio
(9:37). .

From here the nders will
take on a 187-km eighth stage to
Untsan, Quezon.

Morales said their team will
e mostly trymng to defend the
ted jersey. “If and when we

‘make an attack, we'll make sure

others can’t catchup ™ INQ
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http.//dwdd.com.ph/
Sobejana asks for help to rescue German- —
hostage

Lui Claudio

: Sulu Joint Task Force Commander Col. Cirilito Sobejana on Wednesday asked the support of civilians
especially from terrorist-inflicted communities to rescue the German hostage, Jurgen Kantner.

i - Col..Sobejana explained that his group is doing their best efforts to rescue Kantner and
i-other victims abducted by the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) but cannot do it alone. Can

“We will be doing the relentless effort, we wnll pursue them and hopefully we W|II be able-
fo make it,” Sobejana said.

Sobejana also discouraged the payment for ransom as it will give the bandit group the more capability to
develop its force.

Kantner's video spread in the internet addressing his government that the bandit group will kill him if the
ransom is not paid before February 26.

“It's a strategy actually...we will just do our best effort and hopefully we will be able to get the victim with no
ransom,” Sobejana explained.

Meanwhile, Sobejana assured that all available manpower including the navy and air force components and 14
battalions under his command will be utilized in operations to rescue ASG’s hostages.

The commander also said that they are developing a good sirategy to cover all areas in Sulu, particularly
where kidnap victims brought.

Prior to six months order to decimate the bandit group, Sobejana said that issues of kidnapping in Sulu,
Basilan, and Tawi-Tawi must end on or before July 31.

“The Abu" Sayyaf has currently 27 kldnap victims including a Dutch ‘a German, a Korean, five Malaysians, six
Vietnamese, seven Indonesians, and six Filipinos. -MF

ol
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AFP more than willing to accept transgender Bataan

solon in reserve force
Phitippine News Agency

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) sees no difficuity in giving in to the desires of Bataan 1st District
Rep. Geraldine Roman, the first transgender woman elected to the Mouse of Representatives, in joining the

military’s reserve force.

This was stressed by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo in a message to the Philippine News

Agency iate Wednesday. .
"In taking in applicants to the AFP whether in regular or resenvist force, we do not discriminate with respect to

gender,” he added.

' The A_FF."s gpgping gender _ar;d development program guarantees that, Arevalo stresséd.

"As such, the AFP welcomes the express interest of Rep Roman. We highly value the patriotism of our citizens
and will work to cultivate this. She will be a welcome addition to the Reservists Force," he added.

And before accepting and training prospective members, Arevalo said the AFP inculcates on them that that
they are entering an institution placed in high esteem.

“As such, we admonish them to maintain the dignity of the uniform; observe discipline, propriety and decorum;
and measure up to the steep standards of the service. Eise, they have no room in this noble profession of

arms,” he acdded.

But he clarified that gender of the prospective will be based on the gender of the applicant based on certificate
of five birth.

Roman earlier lauded the AFP for allowing military applicants coming from the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) sector.

In the same vein, the Bataan solon expressed support for President Rodrigo Duterte's decision to return the
Reserved Officers Training Corps (ROTC) in the country's high school curriculum.

She added ROTC will help the youth in preparing for the nation's defense and mercy missions in case of
calamities.

%
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DWDD: ADDITIONAL BENEFIT || Soldiers and Policemen
to be exempted in Estate Tax if Bill pushes through

DWDD AFP Civil Relations Service Radic Website

o a5 [F7F T v s T # il * —

- Valenzuela City 1st District Rep. Wes Gatchalian filed a House Bill which aims to exempt both uniformed
personnel of Philippine National Police and the Armed Forces of the Philippines from paying estate taxes.

| Since both members of PNP and AFP guarant'ee the “fullest enjoyment of a citizen of his freedom” as they are
protecting the citizens from lawless elements of the community, Gatchatian said on his explanatory note that

these modern-day heroes deserve a small token for all of their sacrifices.

He stressed that the men and women in uniform have already given much to the country by risking their lives in
protecting the freedom of the people, and relieving their families from the additional burden of paying estate tax

is the ieast thing that the government can do for them.

Gatchalian also added that once the HB 4881 was already passed as law, the family of a soldier or policeman
who passed away will be guaranteed an exemption from paying more than 20 percent in the estate taxes.

Lastly, he reiterated that HB4881 was proposed to ultimately honor the men and women in uniform. -~ CAT

)
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NPA rebel dead in encounter with Army troops

Philippine News Agency

New People’s Army (NPA) rebels on Thursday launched a series of attacks in three areas in Davao City's
second and third districts, resulting in the death of one communist gueriila.

This was confirmed by Joint Task Force Haribon chief Brig. Gen Gilbert Gapay, who until Thursday night still
monitors the encounter in the vicinity of Baguio and Calinan Districts.

Gapay said the rebeis were under the Pulang Bagani Command 1 under alias Jinggoy and Pulang Bagani
Command 2 under alias Lando.

Around 5:30 a.m. Thursday, Gapay said rebels attacked the military detachment in Malabog, Paquibato
District but the Army troops were able to fight back. The encounter left one NPA rebel dead but his body was

_ brought by the fieeing rebels. - -
At lunchtime, rebels attacked the civilian community at the Davco pineapple plantation in Baguio District and
burned the harvester own.ed-by'De'l Monte Philippines. -
Gapay said the attack in Davco could be a retaliation for the death of an NPA in the earlier encounter.
Another encounter ensued late afternoon in Lamanan, Calinan between the blocking force and the flesing
rebeis.
Agccording to Gapay, nearby residents also heard explosions and sporadic gunfires. But Gapay said this has
yet to be confirmed by the 3rd Infantry Battalion operating in the area.

As of press time, pursuit operation is still ongoing.

gy
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PMA prepares for alumni homecoming this weekend
Philippine News Agency

The current closure of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) to the public is in preparation for the Alumni
Homecoming on Saturday, February 18 and is not affecting the tourism business in the city. ——.

The gates of the PMA were closed to the public since February 15 until after the annual homecoming and is
not at all due to the rumored “red alert” status.

Last week, Baguio City Mayor Mauricio Domogan denied having announced the “red alert” status in the city
and belied reports of any disturbance perpetrated by members of the New People’s Army (NPA) or the Abu

Sayyaf.

+ Primary hotels in the city — the Baguio Country Club (BCC), Manor Hotel at Camp John Hay and Grand Sierra
. Pines Baguio, fo name a few — are fully booked.

. Most of the hoteis accommodated The alumni of the PMA and the others were booked on the weekend for
- some seminars.

Tourists fiock to the city to escape the heat of the lowlands which still range between 22°C and 28°C.

Mary Ann Holmes, a tourist from Angeles City, Pampanga said the temperatures recorded in Baguio City
recently are similar to some Middle East and European countries during winter.

Business is at Its peak at this time due to the Baguio Flower Festival (BFF), PMA alumni homecoming, the
PMA gradusation in March, Strawberry Festival of La Trinidad in Benguet and summer season to inciude the

Holy Week.

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte is expected to grace the PMA Alumni Homecoming and address the men
and women graduates of the primary military school in Asia.

35
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. Surabaya which started on May 9. ... ot ST
. The Philippines has a two SSV order with the Indonesian shipbuilder worth PHP3.8 billien. -
- She was formally presented to the public at Pier 13, Manila South Harbor last May 16. = -

Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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4 Navy vessels now helping in Surigao quake relief efforts

Philippine News Agancy

With four gunboats now helping in the Surigao City relief efforts, there is still no need to deploy the Philippine
Navy (PN)'s largest ship,the BRP Tarlac (LD-601), in the ongoing mercy missions in quake-affected areas.
This was disclosed by PN spokesperson Capt. Lued Lincuna in a message to the Philippine News Agency
Thursday.

"(There are) no final plan for the deployment of the SSV (strategic sealift vessel) (yet),"he added.

Lincuna said there are still other naval assets in the area that can support the ongoing relief efforts in Surigao

City.
Four gunboats in Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao were earlier tapped to help in the ongoing humanitarian

assistance and disaster relief mission in the locality. T—— o 1y
The 7.000 gross-ton BRP Tarlac was commissioned during short ceremonies at Pier 13, Manila South°‘Harbor -

last June 1.
She arrived in the Philippines last May 14 after a five-day journey from PT PAL (Persero)'s shipyard in

“BRP Tarlac was assigned to the Philippine Fleet's Sealift Amphibious Force.

ar

The ship has ari overall length of 120 meters,breadth of 21 meters, draft of five meters and carry a payload of

*2800tons.

She has a cruising speed of 13 knots and maximum speed of 16 knots and a minimum operating range of

7,500 nautical miles.
Her sister-ship is expected to be delivered by May 2017. The ship has a complement of 121 officers and

enlisted personnel. ‘ ‘
She can carry 500 troops, two rigid-hull inflatable boats, two landing craft units and three helicopters.

4
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Army Vision: By 2028, a world class Army that is a source of national pride

PHILIPPINE

HEADQUARTERS

ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Fort Andres Bonifacio, Metro Manifa

02 February 2017

OACPA/A
5 DAYS PASSES 1% Semi-Annual {February-June 2017)
Nr Rank/Name/AFPSN/AFPMOS PR e Destination
OFFICERS
1_[LTC RAY C TIONGSON 0-12421 (INF) PA
~{_2 | CPT BENJAMIN B DE PERALTA Il 0-14418 (INF) PA_h2-2¢ MNY
3 [ 1LT FLORAIDA T TUMBALI O-144414 (AGS) PA 20-25 May 17
v ENLISTED PERSONNEL ~
Y, 4 | TSg Reymond R Costales 784342 (Inf) PA £0. 27 (@t-94) ,
_l» 5| SSg Geremeo M Vallecera iif 847694 (QMS) PA 2t 31 Maeew  [PAOWSTVP [ PUERTD GAERA
| & | sgtJaber A Jabalde 843773 (MI) PA Y Rt AL !
7 | Cpl Noel D Damot 873128 (AGS) PA 25 - 28 P4
_-| 8 | Cpl Gladys G Jadloc 875425 (FS) PA P13 [BaCon, Some—
_ 9 | CplFlorie O Parajado 876845 (EW) PA 2 -a3 Wy (¥ (M/;mm Gty

_~[ 10 | Cpl Cesar P Lopez 878684 (QMS)PA K17 Ty 5 v

~ | 11 | Cpl Ma Roxanne C Redosendo 882165 (EW) PA jo- 14 ger 13 | Cotabofe7

—| 12 | Pfc Lady Charmie M Panganiban 905698 (EW) PA 13 -2] ppr 17 | Lo Coprtoanto

13 | Pfc Maria Lucia P Lapa 908586 (EW) PA 14 -2¢ App 17] Oroe | Celou
—— | 14 | Pic Raisa Gail D Anobling 916664 (EW) PA Bt |24 MAY - (2June [ Calamin
—~ (T Cpl ol Torre —H-Jute -0 Mg Boclal Cupp Nuop iy

Aimy Gore Purpose: 3arving the peopls. Secunne the land



