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WFS-02
Rov. 105-08-2016

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Department of Science and Technology
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
Weather Division
180 9001:2008 Certifisd
Registry No. 01 100 1534769

24: HOUR PUBLIC WEATHER FORECAST

ISSUED AT: §:00 PM 17 FEBRUARY 2017
VALID BEGINNING: 5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PM TOMORROW ..

SYNOPSIS: EASTERLIES AFFECTING THE EASTERN SECTION OF THE COUNTRY,

FORECAST: CLOUDY SKIES WITH LIGHT TO MODRERATE RAINS AND ISOLATED :
THUNDERSTORMS IS EXPECTED OVER THE REGIONS OF CAGAYAN VALLEY,
BICOL, EASTERN VISAYAS, NORTHERN MINDANAO, CARAGA, DAVAD AND
THE PROVINCES OF AURORA AND QUEZON. PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY
SKIES WITH  ISOLATED = RAINS OR THUNDERSTORMS = WILL BE{
EXPERIENCED OVER METRO MANILA AND THE REST OF THE COUNTRY. R
MODERATE TO STRONG WINDS BLOWING FROM THE EAST TO |}
NORTHEAST WILL PREVAIL OVER LUZON, VISAYAS AND EASTERN SECTION [ &
OF MINDANAQ AND THE COASTAL WATERS ALONG THESE AREAS WILL BE |4
MODERATE TO ROUGH. ELSEWHERE, WINDS WILL BE LIGHT TO MODRETAE |3 _ 7~
COMING FROM THE NORTHEAST WITH SLIGHT TO MODERATE SEAS, o

PAGTAYA: MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG MGA PAG-
ULAN AT PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG INAASAHAN SA MGA REHIYON NG CAGAYAN VALLEY
KABIKULAN, SILANGANG KABISAYAAN, HILAGANG MINDANAQ, CARAGA, DAVAC AT MGA
LALAWIGAN NG AURORA AT QUEZON. BAHAGYANG MAULAP HANGGANG SA MAULAP NA
KALANGITAN NA MAY PULU-PULONG PAG-ULAN O PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG HRAL 8A
KAMAYNILAAN AT SA NALALABING BAHAGI NG BANSA.

KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MALAKAS NA HANGIN MULA SA SILANGAN HANGGANG 8A
HILAGANG-SILANGAN ANG IIRAL SA LUZON, KABISAYAAN AT SA SILANGANG BAHAG! NG
MINDANAO AT ANG MGA BAYBAYING-DAGAT SA MGA LUGAR NA {TO AY MAGIGING KATAMTAMAN
HANGGANG SA MAALON. SA IBANG DAKO, ANG HANGIN AY MAHINA HANGGANG SA
KATAMTAMAN MULA SA HILAGANG-SILANGAN NA MAY BANAYAD HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG
PAG=ALON NG MGA KARAGATAN.

EXTREMES OF TEMPERATURE AND RELSTWE NUIEITY FOR THE 24-HR PERIOD ENDING AT 4:00 PE TOLAY AND RECORDED AT PRGESA
WEATHER STATION, SCEEHCE GARDEN, DRLAAR GUEZON CITY:

WAXTRIUN TEMPERATURE: |MAXIMUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
1:50 P TODAY v 26.8°C 5:00 AM TODAY .......... 84%
VININIURE TEMPERATURE: [MINIBILIST RELATIVE BURSILITY:
800 AMTODAY ... 21.1°C TO:00 A TODAY ... 9%
.. TIDAL PREDICTION ALONG MANILA BAY.. .. .. ASTRONOMICAL INFORMATION
. {COURTESY OF NAMRIA) OVER METRO MANILA
O TIDE TODAY: BIOUNRISE MOONSET
Q02 M ... DITMETER . SUNSEL! SUNRISE SE.L UBINATION
H#GH THNE TOMORROR: SUNSET TQDAY: TODAY:
228 A oo 046 METER &01 Pt ’ ;
O TIDE TOMORROW: | SUNRISE TOBORROW:S MEOTER OIS
BOOALE ... 023 METER 6:38 AA¢ _
TGH TIDE TOMORKOW: SUNSET TOMORROW: ILLUMINATION TODAY:
3:03 PM ... 0.66 METER 6:01 PM 70 %

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND QUERIES, PLEASE CALL AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 8271335 OR LOG ON TO WWW.PAGASA.D CST.GOVPH.
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Republic of the Philippines WFS-02
Department of Science ond Yechuology R L5-06-2016
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24-Hour Weather Forecast and Extended Weather Outlook for Selected Cifies:

ISSUED AT 1 5:06 PM 17 FEBRUARY 2017
VALID BEGINNING : 5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:60 PV TOMORROW
24-Hr Weather, Winds and Sez Condition Forecast Esxtended Weather Outlook I
CITIES Jrom SPM today until SPM tomorrow Durotion: SPM umil 5 PM of the following duy
N S 2980 Modtrete 15 Strong: Worthesst Bk, 2200 :&"' 22eC (k. 25°c [t 25°C
Metro Manila % R W mﬂmmtﬂnﬂﬁl vitE 31e0 W 3cC o 28 ° ‘?”” 28°C
21 o Mnderats to Strong: Northeast 29 | A4 aper T 210 ik 2eC
Tuguegarao City ¥ 2gec : F agec |4 mee |HF mec | A wec
N T3 20°C | Moderyie o Strong: Northeast Ao 20vc [k 200 [k mec @ n1ec
Laoag City i 81,0 5 Coastel Waters: Moderate to Rougk - i e i 31e0 | L odoep % aher
N e 12 Modsrate to Strong: Northeast S 12°C [ 12°C e, 14eC g 14°C
Baguio City S5l aye0 gi;:' 29 80 % 22°C & g0 %‘3 20°C
: : : :
|SBMA{Olongapo}/ Clark Zone | i, 22°C Moderate 1o Strong: Nerthenst {% 220 ‘;@f?t’} 22°C {%;:) 25°C sk 25°C
 Angeles City) W a1e¢ Subic Bay: Moderate o Rough W o31°C | W 2°C | 4k asec | E e
" — o198 PG - Moderate to Strong: Northeast w% W°C |4 21°C fa@t 21°C (3 z1C
Togaytay' Oty 270 WE 26°C | W 290 afE 29°C 1w 19 e
H : . L ey
- B 21°C Moderate to Strong: Northeast 21°C | GE 21°C jak 25°C |4k 25°C
Lipa City 2 30ee nec | e |62 aee | 2R 300
. oy 24°C Manderas to Strony: Northeas S, 23%C ‘% M0 p e 24T | S 3550
Legazpl City A 990 Coasial Waters: Moderatc to Rough F zeec | M2 sec |SR¥ mec |5 mer
. : s, 24C Moterate te Srong: Northenst ML 24cC R, T g, 26 "@:JL}" 2650
Puerio Princesa City ‘%34_ " Coasel Waters Modwate teReugh . | 5get 31 °C % 3590 B aecT | a anec
. . e 24°C Moderare 3 Strong: Northeast M 25°C |dk 2seC S 26°C  jdEh 26°C
licite City / Bacolod City ?;\,—3 meC Cossta! Watezs: Muderate fo Rongh %,—:’ ag eC %:9 2900 ’,7;&? ng o s amec
. H 24°C Moderate to Strong: Northeast e, 24°C [Pt 2cC (g 25°C |4, w3
Memo Cebu % 30 °¢ Coastel Waters; Moderste to Rough %:::’ 10 °C whHOs04C % 20 #p E@é 29 00
. s, 23 °C Modezate 19 Strong: Northetst @; 20 [k 23eC @ 24 °C @, 3°C
Tacloben ity @5 28°0 Coastal Waters: Moderate to Rough A 290C | W 2000 {5 gper | 9B puec
, 2y 339C | Moderse Northonst P, 23°C [f, 3°C @k, mec [t 4o
Cagayan de Oro City é,}? 28 20 Cowntal Waers: Moderste %Z) 2oer | i 290 | N 2sec %}: 28°C
o P, 17°C Moderate: Novtheast e, 180 [ 1seC |Gk meoc jugk 2290
Valencin CIW b g o Jo57 2 an e S 3o °*C P 26 °C s 26 °0
23 °C Madurate to Strang: Mortheast éi 23°C [k, 24°C | A% 24c0 {}—'3} 24 °C
Metre Davao FET 2800 Constal Walers: Modorate (o Rough A R %;,, apeC Tt 3000 T a0 eC
1. . |k 24°C | Moderato: Northenst : g 240 (dE 2o | 2MeC {8 neC
i @mhoaagaﬂ:ty TR s1ec | Codstal Waters, Moderate %}\3 2 f&} 32°C @ s1eC % 31eCT
LEGEND: '
o d o i Partly Clondy to at times Cloudy . .
[ Clear Sides =7 | with Rainghower and/ or t_;g} Orcasional Raing - ‘%an;s with Custy
i T Tiunderstorms T (R M
e ege Cloudy Skies with Rainshower LA, - ; i N
M5 | Partly Cloudy Skies n or Thumderstorme #+%; | Monsoon Rains/ Rains B | Stommy
333;3& Parily Cloudy to at times Light Rains
Yo Gloudy with Raimshower
END OF FORECAST ,Tx
L
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| of the dity, tmggexmg a cias that left on
“rebel'dead, he'said.

% Themilitary 1der1t1f1edt :
- ers as Cpi Mlchael Yadao a:nd th Vlm

1 TheDepartmentofb Jelfare and.
Development {DSWD) said it has rushed *

aid and assistance to the familiesin Iﬁ.tg o

prov:tnce affected by the flghtm :

Taguiwalo said overseas F;.hpmo work:

ers (OFWs) who are residents of fugao
province are also giving donations to help - .
. theevacuees. — Jaime Laude, Rainier Al -

- lanRonda; Victor Martin, Ben Setrano, AP

‘the Army’s 54th Infantr
1" said troops are chasing at least 40 __eavﬂy__'
| armed guerrillas'of the NPA’s Nona del
osatio Command of the Iloc :
'Rezional Committee

{OF OF THE ARMY GHIEE PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
Army Core Purpose: Serving ihﬁ}peopie. Securing the land.
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2 soldiers killed in landmine attack in Davao City
Two-soldiers were kilied while 15 others were injured in Davao City
on Thursday after their convoy hit a landmine of the New Peopie’s
Army (NPA), the military said yesterday. The slain soldiers were
identified as Cpl. Michael D. Yadao and Pvt. Virnel M. Damondon.
Two NPA rebels were also kilied in the encounter. The military said
 the soldiers were pursuing armed men who burned down a
“pineapple harvester owned by Del Monte in Calinan District,
Davao City, when their convoy hit a landmine at arcund 4 pam.
along the boundary of Barangay Lacson and Barangay Lamanan. A
Do firefight ensued. Responding troops recovereda pistol, agarandri-
Bl sl S e two improvised explosive devices and materials neededto ' S o
make a landmine. —pHLIPC, TUBEZA ' S ey

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: pacpa.army2bi2@gmail.com - Tel ne. {Uﬁ) 5459555 Local; 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serv%rﬁe people. Securing the land.
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2 The CPI{NPAaNDF needs toexhibit-
ok conﬁdenc&buﬂcimgmeasmes to show their: -
-:smcem} tothe peace process,” headded.
i I8 o asstirance except that the
‘Duterte administration will continue efforts
16 unite'our people and wotk with all sectors
* inbringing aboutinclusive developmentand
“ajustand lastmg peace forall,” Abellasaid:
.  Secretary Pelfin Lorenzana,
' . ssued a statement calling'on -
the piiblic to help the Armed Forces of the
i Philippines (AFP) defeat the NPA.~Edith -
" Regalado, Christina Mendez, Michael
Punongbayan, Rainier Allan Ronda:- -~

CF OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tei no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5205
Army Core Purpose: Serving thigeople. Securing the land.
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_ Bacongco) - "
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houid now: _ -and.al
easefire w1ththe rebeis' : 't} 5
: Ath

‘soldiers and”

o "I wish that the Pre51dent'.-__the government ‘and
goes back to- negonatmg w1th".-' commue the talk
“the rébels so that peace: will’ fx- : :

- nallybe achieved,” she said. -
SAIES pomtiess to be klllmg' : The:dzalngue would be'held

' sneanother,” she addes at the Lommumty Center ofthe

“She said her son, the eldest

d - of three, hatl 50 ‘many -dreams pate _
- forthe famﬂy and had ‘vowed to . when NPA leaders ter mlnatedf

_ “hélp histwo gisters goto college. “on Feb 10 the umiateral cease-"
‘e becarne a ‘soldier pmmarﬂy_- : :flre the Commumst ?arty of

10 help the famlly,” she sazd

. .Her .. statement:. echoed
; .-mc}untmg “calls from ‘Mindanao
“peace groups urging the gov- .

_ernment': and . the National ' ._susp_endm

farmhes ‘of ‘both

- rébelshave: suffered enough _
There should ‘be a truce, L
fold. the mquxrer ‘at the'--'-.

hep

c;am:ehng the governrnent truce;

| Lamanani pas
gthe }omt Agreement'

day}nt the vehlcle they were'nd—
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_ fﬁghttng ‘without address';ng_ th
~1oots of the armed conﬂlct g
’ I.AN NAWAL tNQ 3
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-NPA captures two militiamen in Davao. Oriental ..
DAVAQ CITY —The communist New People's Army (NPA} sasd 1‘[
captured two more militiamen in Lupon town of Davao Oriental on
Tuesday, bringing to seven the number of government troops in
their custody since January this year. Rigoberto Sanchez, NPA
Southern Mindanac spokesperson, said the NPA captured militia-
men Rene Doller, 34, and Car] Mark Nucos, 24, both of the 7and In-
fantry Battallionin a checkpoint the rebeis set up in Barangay Don
Mariano in Lupon ‘Davao Oriental, on Feb. 14. Sanchez said his
group had been treating their captives well, This developed as NPA.
rebels in Central Mindanao assured that Pvt. 1st Class Samuel Garay

| . » and Sergeant Solaiman Calocop, whom the rebels capturedin

e . .. Colombio, Sultan Kudarat on Feb. 1, were alive and well. —aLtan

NAWAL, EDWIN FERNANDEZ ANR ELDIE A&GUIRRE, INQLUIRER MINDANAD
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- City onhoard a private vehicle wh
; members

filitary operations ag
and terrorist groups resulted in the
death of an Army major, three foo
‘- soldiers and the wounding of 16 other

" operatives resulting in the death of - man of the Joint Task Foree Haribon of -
‘Major Jerico P Mangalus, a memberof “the Armed Forces of the ‘Philippines-"- -
' the Philippine Military Acadeniy (PMA) - Fastern Mindanao Command; said .~
" “Banyuhay” Class of 2002 and Corporal “troops of 8rd Infantry Battalion werehot -
 Bryan Libot. Corporal Rolando Cartilla .- on the trail of rebels whoburned a pine-
© syas wotnded in the attack - apple harvester owned by Del Motite in.
- In Davao City, two ol Barangay Tawantawan, Calinan District,
NPA'vebels were killed while 17 soldier; Davao City at about 12 noon Thursday. =
including a 2nd lievtenant, were wound- - when the government convoy drove -
' ed in an encounter with NPArebels also past an area where the rebels planted &
- on Thursday. ST land mine: An-encounter with NPA T A

-'A_I'_myMajG_Iﬁ'E?:.fréL',.:_'Baia'gtey,—'spokézs—f_' rebels followed. . -

FFICE OF THE ARY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.anny2012@gmail.com -~ Tel no. (02) 8458555 Local: 5285, 5295
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e —————— e e

_ ”We seek new or enhanced "
partnershlps ba
o 1 “This new: aH:
~cliide -othe

ps
~ Uniited’ Sta’ees will remain-an

_ ally, ‘the’ preszden‘aal spokes-" :
: - were discussed is a coticrete

< -examiple of the improving ties
between' the ‘two natxons,” he -
-added &

mati added.”:

“The Presidenit soii gh’c clos-
er ties with Russia and yester-
““day’s {Thursday’s) meeting

befween President Duterte -

Ph]. F‘rom Page 4. |

Fage: 4

and the %cun‘ry Ceuncﬂ of-_"

. the Russian Federation where
'govemmen’t—to government-f:
“cooperation in the fields of ses

curity, intelligence, terrorism, -

crime“and ‘law enforcement-_

L Wxth Chnsﬂna Mendez"-'

CE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, {02) 845-9555 Local; 5285, 5285
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Page: ACI
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“ctime and terrorism, which he

-said could help track Islamist . '_;NATIONALSECUR:Tvco _'c:a,
-militants; :and. .thei _fmanaai_..- . h

- transactmns '

' Presuient Duterte and Pa
':trushev also: dlscussed future’ ‘Sorreta, Interior Secretary Is<ii
_ government-to-government .. mael Sueno, AFP Chief. of Staff. 3
“Gen EduardoAno and Natmnal;_--'

- cooperation in . these. fields, .
along with. -plans to work:to
: gether to tombat xﬂegai dmgs

=Agency ;:Dlrector General Aiex_
Monteagur}o o
" - The Russian delegation in- -
Agreements to. formakze..- cluded. Ambassador’ Igor Kho-. .
: the Cooperation .are; expected . vaev, FlrstDeputy]“ustlce Min:-.
to be signed when Mr. Duterte . ister . Sergey * -Gerasimov,

: flies to Moscow m May, Esper— -Deputy Interior Minister Igor
: Zubov Federai Pmtectmn Ser )

Tulupov, Russiaf Army Com:"
: -mande_r Oleg SaIyukov Securi-.’

tiL.com — Tel no. (02) $45-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

OFF]‘CE OF 7 ident's visit to Moscow,” he said | Russ;ari Coést Guard Frontier

Patrushev’s trip underlines  Service head Alexey Volskiy. . ~
Russia’s intent to capitalize O1:. ~—WITHAREPORT FROM REUTERS = . “rt@i he land.
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Local: 5285, 5288cce. |

Ceuncxl Assxstant Secretary!i\iexander

RN o based on equahtv n Esperon said: was: excited to visit Russxa this sprmg'

fo :Secunt) Councﬂ 1ed by Natwnal Secus’ .: . Among the government ofﬂclal cto shop fordefense assets partzcuiar!y-

mts AdViSGI Hermogenes Esperon Jr - present inl the megting were Defense:i' - precision- gmded weapons, to help com-
g deals on- : G

o and mteihgence, defense and mﬂitam
ent terror;qm and trans-

Tgor Khovaey, Fxrst Deputy Minister - See.De
ot Juqt:lce Sergey Gerasmov Deputv. ob

“" “President Duterte graced the fare: !
K “well dinper at MarcoPolo Hotel where .
: he emphaswedthatthe Ph}hgpmeq can'-_.‘.- hi

}eave 1t to q : Lorenzana twa 1come '

IEFICE OF THE ARM‘{ CH!EF PUBLIC AFFA!RS Emalt add "oacpa army2012@gmaﬂ com Tl no. (02) 845-0555 L.oval: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the iand.
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OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5235

ean “mterdependent forelgn_
stea_d__of “an mdependent for— _'

. nnectm thh VIP prote :
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Army Troops Scores Against NPA Rebels in Northern Samar

Fostas by Lol Claudio on February 17, 2097 a1 858 AW

CAMP GENERAL VICENTE LUKBAN, CATBALOGAN CITY — Troops of 43" Infantry Battation, 8ID. PA led
by 1Lt. Edsel Ryan B. Celebre engaged NPA rebels under their leader Salvador Nordan a k.a “Badok” while
conducting combat operations against lawless elements at Sitio Cabaywa, Brgy. Santander, Bobon, Northern
Samar on February 14, 2017.

i
i

'Lutao ak.a. “Kakan”, the wife of “Badok,” and the recovery of one (1) improvised explosive device (IED) and
three (3) cellular phones.

' The use of IED is restricted under the United Nations Geneva Convention because of its indiscriminate

-effects and humanitarian harm it can cause to innocent civilians as well as a violation of the Comprehensive
‘Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law between the Government of the
-Republic of the Philippines and the CPP-NPA-NDF.

in a statement by Maj. General Raul M. Farnacio, he said that the NPAs have been using IEDs as of
their weapons of chaice without consideration on the welfare of the civilian populace. “The NPA has been
deliberately viofating the human rights with their production and employment of IEDs and their continuous
disruption of the peaceful lives of our fellow Filipinos especially those in the far-flung barangays,” he stated.

“This accomplishment is a triumph for the collective effort of the local government unit and agencies,
81D, and our civilian constituents fo attain just and fasting peace in Northemn Samar. Filipinos want peace and
it is high time for our feflow Fifipinos who were misied o join the NPA to lay down their arms and lead their
fives away from ammed struggle,” Farnacio urged.

Since the lifting of the ceasefire by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, 8D troops have been conducting
security operations in the region as part of their mandate. "Rest assured that your Army in Eastern Visayas
are tirelessly committed fo serve and secure the people within the bounds of respect of Human Rights,
International Humanitarian Law, and Rule of Law,” Farnacio added.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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The fire fight lasted for about five mmutes that resuited to one (1) NPA kilied identified as Bernadette -+ 7
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Russia defense deal won't affect ties with U.S. - Esperon

Tatks about an upceming defense pact with Russia comes at a fime when the Philippine President has made
threats o scrap defense deals with the US

Pia Ranada

@piaranada
Published 8:30 PM, February 17, 2017

SEEKING MORE ALLIES. National Security Adviser Hermogenes-Esperen-dr-holds-a-press conference at-the-—

Marco Polo Hotef in Davao City on February 17, 2017. Photo by Manman Dejeto/Rappler
MANILA, Philippines - National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr says the Philippines’ upcoming
defense cooperation pact with Russia will not affect ties with the United States.

. "Not at all "_sasd Esperon, adding that the c:ountry s relations with the US, its traditional ally, remains "very
batanced o

- "We have our Mutual Defense Treaty, we have our Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement in place,” he
' said on Friday, February 17, during a press conference in Davao City.

i Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana was of the same opinion: “We believe it has no effect.”
The Palace said that this new pact with Russia "will not exclude other relationships.”
"The United States will remain an ally," said Presidential Spokesman Emesto Abella in & statement.

Howrever, terms of PHUS defense agreements may sBil change given the yearly review by the Mutua! Defense
Board and Security Exchange Board where both US and Fifipino securily officials are present.

"But there will be some modifications as we go along because the Mutual Defense Board, which is chaired by
the Armed Forces chief of staff and the PACOM (Pacific Area Command) Commander of the United States
meet every year to discuss the exercises and the terms of the agreement,” said Esperon.

Talks about the defense cooperation agreement to be signed by the Philippines and Russia come weeks after
President Rodrigo Duterte threatened fo scrap defense deals with the US, threats which were eventually

downplayed by his defense officials.

Last January, Duterte wamned US to stop "unloading arms” in Palawan, Cagayan de Oro, and Pampanga,
referring to provisions of EDCA that allow US to build facilities and store military hardware in select Philippine

military bases,

B Lorenzana said eventuaity that Duterfe was merely concerned about the "type of structures” to be built but
idoss notwant o cancel EDCA’ altogether.

In December, Duterte threatened to abbrogate the Visiting Forces Agreement with the US after a US aid-giving
corporation did not renew millions of dollars worth of assistance to the Philippines.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

At




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

But the Philippines’ relations with the US is still on a "wait-and-see" stage after the election of US President
Donald Trump who has not yet revealed any concrete policy about US miiitary presence in the Philippines.

Duterte has said though he would "reassess" his threats about defense pacts with the US "in deference” to
Trump.

The volatile Philippine President seems fo have taken a fiking to the bombastic Trump after the new US leader

‘commended him for his drug war.

Esperon gave assurances that the upcoming deal with Russia, like the inked defense cooperation pact with
China, is just the new administration's way of widening the Philippines' circle of allies.

"If we can have good relations with everybody, with Russia, then wouldn't it be a better world?" he said. =
;-Rappler.com e e
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