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10 {}QG people ]omed a praye paoxlligny, Bl _ _
‘rally yesterday dubbed “Walk fo isidering tne rally: v tily

{o.protest propo'sals to revive GaMIZEC, GONE EAT Yy I/ moﬁﬁd@d ng Caniﬁagzi ;f (’}’Ee?m pafa {de
the death penalty and the mountmg A g condemm gg thi I::IZ:E{\E
,extra]udlcml kﬁllt}gs (E]Ks) hnked ”’l‘hls 0 nly shows thpt_ they Want to pena lty ;
to the government’s drug war. ]

.- Donning white shirts and carrying ;
‘placards, the rallyists started to gather at attend :
" the tirino Grandstand inside Rizal Park “The message,

o to.‘Paneu:!. §

ih Matila as early as 4 aim. people are standing up “for life and 'chey -
"By 8-a.m;; the crowd had grown sig- are. agams’c these methods of . death guch,

mﬁcanﬂy and began praying the rosary

A
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o amem

4 mental abuse, W !
anao and for the resumption

Calling war a3 also “anti-
life,” Caloocan Bishop Pa-
~ blo David added yesterday's
- prayer rally was meant to

campaign agamst environ-
in Mind-

} ! of peace talks between the
i government and the Com-

! munist Party of ‘the Philip-

| pines-New People 5 Army
(CPP~NPA)

© The "Walk for Life” prayex

" rally was the first one organ

Congres seemed’

day; together
W:lth another arpauhn bear-

ﬁnﬂ-xe b1b11

"No,: no, Mo sa berdugo {ex-
ioner)! Yes; yes; yes kay -
Knsto*(Chnst)"’ was the mes-

Rizal Park yesterday “This is

0. people. wotldb
~awaydrom ‘God and

president of the CBCP said -
before the crowd gathered at~

'entloned Ain our Cons’atu-_

. the'«"””' -
1 . Filipino ‘would. not respect
rhfe, then he or she would be'_

: pushm r its appro;
‘Bacolod church rector Fr.

i Pelix Pasquin said ‘¢riminal. -
" offendersneed tobe pumshed

but not by death. .

-They ‘should be’ gzven a:
chance ta reform ancl bereha~

bilitated; he said. -

Pasquin called on the Ne— ;
gros lawmakers yesterday. to-

support the Catholic Church’s

pos:tmn agamst ‘che death B
) “”Walk for Lifeé” rally was in-

“tended to “save lives, such as

penalty
Fillpinos Enheraretly
pro-life, pro-God

“This is standing up for
the godly tradition that is
truly Filipino because a real
F:hpmo is-pro-God,.pro-
life,” Lingayen-Dagupan
Archbmhop Socrates Villegas,

4 of the
4 by the Council of t
ﬁi’cy o?the Philippines under

A

. Tequests, what is th 4
7 Villegas also’ caIIed thel
“Walk for Life” prayer rally_

. ra_yers piz God Tistes

”Walk for God.” .
7 Manila Archblshop Luis

joined the rally, urging the
faithful to use non-violent
means to solve crlmmahty
-amid a seemingly growmg
-culture of viclence: - i
~The ‘Cardinal saxd the

of pregnant women and the
unborn child, those who are
hungry,” and the youth on
the street, who must be freed
from the influence of illegal
drugs, abuse, prostitution,
pomography, gamblmg and
other vices.

the Duterte govemment Sev-
en blshops, including Villegas, .

An’como Cardinal Tagle also

attended the EVEnt g _v.;.\:::l_ o
- Gllber’c Bayoran

—r
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. : ipinos;. Fili e, explained an w

pre s s W ir nation, Pilipino is mszon for the' cotmtr
o Sappealed narar o

to alumm of the Philippine Mili- 5

tary Academy. (PMA) to help him . d pe - 1p. Ditterte &

build a nation “worthy of the- 'durmg fhe:PMA homeeornmg at.: fl:rst Mmdanaoan to become
Fﬂgpmos and to mold F111pmos Fort Gereral Gregorio deI I’ﬂarm president. -

“worthy of their nation.” . .. Baguio City yesterday.. . i "NDW I beheve Whathappened

: "Let us together buﬂd a natlon: . Duterte, now- almost eight ST Turn to Paga 10
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{ hesaid::
Adopted by PMA D;mas~

upil Class of 1967 and now
- the PMA Alummni Association:
- nc Duterte said heds: proud:

o be ‘anadoptive member of -
made wrong decisions which

 fayored only themselves,” he

. the pIEStlglOuS academy.
_“That is why T appreciate
the PMA. You have the tem-
plate of discipline and civility.
I agk that you continue this
. tradition and thank you for
inviting meto be pa.rt of you,”
: -.Duterte said:

“Unlike'in his other pubhc’

engagements, Duterte read
the speech prepared for the

occasion —without addmg a

single expletive.
In'remarks on Fnday be—
foie members of the PMA

Class of 1967 at the Ba-
guio .Country Club Duterte'--

- 3’
‘ 'now Sen Antomo 'I“’rﬂlanes
v
: A member of PMA Class
1995 Trillanes has accused

Duterte-of amassing some P2+

billion in illegal ' wealth.

‘ment verged ‘on fai
-cause those Who ‘were inthe "

glasses when

he arrived yesterday morming

a’c_th

ir] of the nation 15 threatened
cz’azenry anid people of dif-
ferent beliefs who choose #o: -
get. along Wlth one. another T

by the widenirig gap be-
tween the rich and the poor;

crime; corruption, criminal--
ity and- 1llega1 drugs,” he
“said. :

“In the past our govern-
“failure be--

position to help deliberately

said. *

“That'is Why I promised
during my first State of the
Nation Address, I promise
you .a comfortable life. My

ladministration s working
“toensure that basic hiiman
“services are available to all;

food and health needs; wa-

‘ter ‘and ;sanitation; shelter;
“public. Sa.fety' education and
-economic: opport-umnes " he

said, - .
“But we wﬂl a}ways up-

hold the sanctity of the com-
- mon good as the Highest
' good."And always ‘for the

benefit of the next genera~
ton,” he added, ©

He reiterated the néed to

‘stamp out the dritgg menace to
save the coming gener: ations

from perdmon :
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"1 Joint Task Forces Basﬂan
-and Sulu lead military op-
" erations_ against Abu Sayyaf
: Uy was, former ch1ef of. bandits and. other m:htants

TaskForceZamboanga based.- in Mindanao.

in this city. 7 "We have to siistain f:he
Donato was narned deputy gains of Basilan as a model irf

chief of the 1st Army Division . ﬁghtmg terrorism, “-Uy said!

_based m Barangay. Pulacan' : L L Roel Parefio

A
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14 injured soldiers at landmine explosion receive
Wounded Personnel Medal from PRRD

.. From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 18): 14 injured soidiers at landmine explosion receive
Wounded Personnel Medal from PRRD

The 14 soldiers who were wounded in a landmine explosion during a pursuit and clearing operations
against the armed rebel group, the New People’s Army (NPA), were personally visited by President

Rodnqo Duterte on February 17.

- '.a:a.v. s Eovikives i,

‘. The _QI'ESident spoke with the solchers "who are Qresent!v confined at the Camp Panacan Station
Hospital {CPSH) of the Naval Station Felix Apolinario in Panacan.

Homones T ST T L ST e AR d i

Durmg his hospital vrs;t the President awarded each soldier with the Wounded Personnel Medal, a-
recognitfion for putting their lives at risk for fighting the NPA.

.. They were also given cash assistance and cellular phones.

" The wounded were identified as Cpl. Bel Jon D. Soratos; Cpl. Joe Mark O. Accad; Cpl. Allan R. Aguilar;
Cpl. Abelardo Suela, Jr.: Cpl. Rey M. Danavtan: Pfc. Kevin Nuesca: Pfc. Paul John Aromin: Pfe.
Dominic M. Alegado; Pfc. Marlon Soriano; Pfc. John L. Tecson; Pfc. Celso Oliveros Neri, Jr.; Pfc. Alvin

S. Omagtang; Pvt. Noel M. Ramos and 2Lt. Harvey Kyl Escora.

Two soldiers were aiso killed during the said explosion, identified as Cpl. Michael Yadao and Pvt.

Viimel Damondon.

The explosion took place at Barangay Lamanan, Calinan District on February 16, where the soldiers were
stationed as part of the Charlie and Alpha Companies and Scout Platoon of the 3rd Infantry Battalion.

Reports say the encounter occurred when members of the NPA Pulang Bagani Command 1 under alias
Jinggoy and Pulang Bagani Command 2 under alias L.ando attackec military troops in the second and third

districts of the city on February 16.

Around 5:30 A.M., the rebels attacked a military detachment in Malabog, Paguibato District, during which one
NPA rebel was killed.

Around.-neon-time, the NPA also attacked GIVIllaﬁ commumtues and burned down equipment at a pineapple

wﬁiantatlen m Bagus@ stinc:t e e

 The Armed Forces of the Philippines believes the series of atiacks perpetrated by the rebel group are
" retaliations for the death of their comrade in a recent encounter in the city's Paquibato District.
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NPA, army clash anew in Bukidnon

From the Sun Star-Cagayan de Oro {Feb 18): NPA, army clash anew in Bukidnon
A FIREFIGHT between the government troops and unidentified armed men believed to be communist

----- ~rebels; ensued Friday, February 17, at 1:30-p:m. in Barangay Bulonay, Impasug-ong town, Bukidnon.

Captain Krisnen Peter Sarsagat. acting spokesperson of the 4th Infantry Division (41D} said the firefight

lasted for some five minutes.

.. Sarsagat also said government troops were conducting combat {cliearing operations in the said
]1] - -haraniay due to-reported presence of the’New People's Army (NPA) rebels. - - - e T

. Sarsagat added that there were no injured or recorded casualties on the government side but in a hews
| -advisory from Ka Allan Janito, spokesmarn of the New People's Army's North Central Mindanao =~ ... ... ; =0
Regional Commangd. claimed that two government troopers were wounded while ared fighterwas also -~

' wounded. L
;f ~The-army is --stiHeggthering-__tjg_g;g«informatiqqq;@j;yg_rﬁy the; cigim. -

"Nagkataon lang na nagkasugat lang gyud sila (it's a coincidence that they met) while our soldiers were
conducting the operations, so may (there’s a) retaliation talagang naganap (that happened),” Sarsagat added.

In a news advisory from Ka Allan Janito, spokesman of the New People’s Army's North Central Mindanao
Regional Command, claimed that two government troopers were wounded while a red fighter was also
wounded.

it noted that the NPA squad under the Julito Tiro Command harassed the soldiers under the 8th

infantry Ba{ta!icn.

i S,

S in.s .3
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_ environmental conservation agtivities througfhtree planting. .

Army vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride.
www. retiredanaiyt. blogspot.com
AFP, stakeholders plant trees to preserve the
environment

From the. Philippine. information. Agency (Feb 18). AFP, stakeholders plant trees to preserve the environment

The 1st Cavalry (1CAV) Squadron, Mechanized Infaniry Division and 1st Field Artillery Battalion (1FAB}, Army
Artillery Regiment, Philinpine Army, together with various stakeholders conducted a tree planting activity at the

premises of Manlayaqg Elementary School, this municipality.

Barangay officials teachers, students and employees of the Armed Forces and Police Mutual Benefit

- #ssociation; Inc(AFPMBAN participated in planting 1,000 mah'oqan-v seedlings in the school compound.

Capt. Gabriel Lastimosa. civil-military operations’ officer said the unit sought to engage stakehoiders in

“With this activity, | wish 1o see more irees planted through the active involvement of the stakeholders.

RS 0
HAFE,

Capt. Amedrodtin A. Guimbalanan, 1FAB acting CMO officer said as partner of the 1CAV in their civic action

" “programs, fhey #18o ‘sent troops to participate and support the tree planting.

“We want 1o show io the stakeholders that we do not only engage in war with the enemies, but we are aclively involved in
civic action programs like this, for us to bring the Army cioser to the people,” Guimbalanan explained.

“I would like to thank the 1CAV for conducting the tree pianting activity in our barangay because these trees will provide
shade and beauty to our landscape,” Punong Barangay Cirilo Halang said.

Nelma Hachuela, an AFPMBAI employee said, "Mas maganda makatulong tayo sa mga activities katulad nito dahi
naniniwala ako na ito ang pinakamagandang solusyon sa kinakaharap nating problema sa climate change.

Nararamdaman na natin ang epekio ng giobat warming.”

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“To curb’ ﬂlegal logging: activities
is one of the marching orders of our.

E and to further strengthen ourpartn
_ship ‘with the AFP once agam S0 -we
.could splicit their support in batthng ' {
;,Ilegai logging. acﬁwtles in this region,” . Pmor to her meetmgvn h the 1 h
DENR X1 reglonal dlrector Ruth M © ID, Tawantawan had a courtesy call
Tawantawan said. . with Lieutenant.Gen. Rey Leonardo
Vajenc:a expressed hls fu]l support Bl Guerrerro_of the Eastern Mmd—

_alsoillegal mmmg activities, especi; .
_Wlthln ‘the 101D’s area of respon51b11-' “ferent programs and pro_}ec s of the

]
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erte pins a Wounded Personnel Medal, the local equivalent of the US Purple Heart, on Corporal Rey Danatan, who is one of
urt in encounters with the communist New People’s Army. Malacafiang Photo

‘JRPLE HEART. President Rodrigo Dut
the soldiersh

2
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T!‘Oﬂp ng: the line President Duterta (third from left) troops the line
of cadets with Phiiippme Mliitaryncaéamy Supiﬂnanato San Juan {I ft) _durilzg
the arrival honors at the gnaual PHA homecuming caiebraiilm @ Fart eei

Pitar in Baguio Gty yesterﬂay.
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: His pursmt for lasting peac
by “We caIl e_n the Flhpm :

_mate change caused by man- -
made dlseases hke extractwe-_ -mgaf*the caun’cry tow; dattam-
' - ing Iastmg peace ‘and econormc

dehberately made’ wrong decx-.‘. :
sions; whiich favored only them®
S selves "he sald “We will: aiway

M aryAcademy(PMA) ahammi; _
M ‘Duterte said: ‘that ‘when-he-
was Davao City. mayor he “kept o

e --chan‘ Ansehﬁa Avenido])

. tivating close ties wrth themili-
© ‘tary,- visiting “nany* military

Test of the country as it did in needed in- bartimg tw:) main.

Davao, he added, . -, threats~~the’ “complex” prob-" . -camps ‘around ‘the” country ‘in

S “But I need the help of each.' ‘i -lem of Hlegal clrugs and terror- ‘ThePresident is an adopted * ‘his first” months- in"-office,

‘one, especially the military, not-;_':f ‘ism from the Abu Sayyaf, which' . member of PMA Class of 1967. promising troops- ‘medical and

. for soma} controi but [for the] is engaged in: ransom—k!dnap— © He" was formally adopted combat-’ equlpment and ‘in-

- ' pings and in brmgmg the ex- _.-honorary alumnus of the: : creased beneﬁts i
: the : ; : i

8 : _ i | del for - “troops his*decision ‘to initiate-
. the Middle East. - e the nation peacetalks'with commumist in-
i The Preszdents appeal to “While Frever: ded to - surgents;- which e cEId not
' ] ) ] . touch on'inlig-spegch. -+
He'had al$o-condoled: w1th
- families of slain soldiers, and
visited the ‘wounded in hospi-
o tals.LwiTHA nspon'r FROM. LEILA B,
- SALAVERREA INQ

[l
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j _Speech Eefore PMA alumni at: ‘the I’MA
Grandstand in Port Dei P1Iar Bagulo_

.CIW yesterday. -

sociation “for clarifying that” . d _

Dutérte $aid he is just éhappy domg i relenﬂessly pursting those wh 'Zwould
his work as public servant. - -~ do harm to-our people and.the. country,

“The work I.do; I doin the service of -mdudmg criminal orgamza‘aons drug
the people,” he said. “And somehow, I . syndlcates and terrorists.”
also feel at home here at PMA because of -~ - “So, Tno matter where our ]ourney n
its missionto train and; develop graduafes d 50 years, our 'shared
with: c}lqmracter and skill.” - © ‘love and:sacred duty to serve ot &J;lnotl ‘Président Duterte wears Class 1057 hat i

Although he is not.a- soldler Dutezte' - erland will always bond us.together as | et
said he is Eware of the demands of bemg _members of the. ’Dnnasupﬂ’ gClass of ing the Philippine Military Academy alumni

"homecommg at Fort Def Pilar in Baguio Ci
one. I’z requires inner strength a chozce to .1967 g Duterte said. “yesterday. e .?mm..i‘f

¥s
i

b oot T v i e o i 5t e S i ..’:;L
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o “The. Suiu-based ASG is _
. sfocused on kidnap-for-ran- 18 which Has. beeni working for .
d--:"som; The Basﬂan_-vbased ASGL A cahphatealloverthe world. "
under Hapﬂ ‘remains.fo-i. .. Hecited the.

' Hegmnce '
tamic State (IS} - 'gathering of the Phlhppme.  cused on assimilating § the IS'. “problem, whick :
Yriolence,” he said.” o _govermnent attenition in ad-’

Duterte said he has given' Military Academy (PMA) in-v

the directive to the Armed ‘”Bagmo City yesterday. .~ “AsT predlcted 15 would ;-dition to the dngomg flght i
Forces of the Philippines . Duterte-also referred to. find its way to the Philip- :
(AFE) and the Philippine iridanao s the “Land of  pinies. The ASG leader Ha
National Police (PNP) in the ~Promise” which-he hopes to lon, the overall leader of ae-. b

- Chnstma Mendez .
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MamlaiRTC Branch 3210 cancel thebail
- -posted by spouses Wiltha and Benito'
- Txamzon, Rafael ’Baylosm’ Saturmno'ff

Ineffect, the motion Seeks to revive.
-‘-the issuance of warrants of arrest,

motton ﬁied‘last February‘ ask { the :“_ der charges in connectmn w1th thef:’

dlscovery' of a mass grave ln Leyﬁe in - the government andthe commn....
2806 RO rebels following the withdrawal of the
- The court zssued an order on Aug.  unilateral ceasefire of both parties’ir,
12, 2016, allowing the Tiamzon couple, ~ urging the courttocaneial the ball of the
.Baylosis,:()catnpo, Echariis and Silvato :
stravel to Oslo; Norway and the Nether--
lands for the peace talks :
S I—Iowever the prosecutlon mted p
President. Rodngo Duterte’s termina- -
tion of the ‘peace’ negotlatlons betwe

19
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§ ot
; : The._.Umt_ed.--l\:&étlons, :’Ehr_d_iig}f.-iiis_
: s chile éﬁ{'s-.ﬁ'a‘gency-UN"ICEP,’_f_a'dilitated-'"-

: thi

- Action Plarion addressing the recruit-

" ment and use of children-in”armed

conflict in Mindanao. .

" The UN-MILF Action Plan, signed.
{2009 and extended in 2013, signifies.
-the comimitment of theé rebel.group to.

' enid the recruitment and- use -of chil-~

Cdren.. o e R
- The training initiatives for the BIAF
" and communities living in core MILF
base command areas were the require-
ment to understand and accept the ques-
. tionable recruitment and use of children.

children are affected by armed conflict
in different ways. They canbe recruited

25 soldiers and engaged in direct com-

AR

process Y line with the UN-MILE-

" with MILF allows them to receive ap-

~“Children affected by armed con-
“flict are some of the most: yulnerable: -
children in the wotld; We need not
look far, right here in the Philippines

onsequences threatents
ell-being. Let children be chil
them play, '

go to school and live healthy
and happy,” said UNICEE Philippine

representative Lotta Sylwander, "

Onie of the children, Fatimah (not

“Hei'real name); 16, was forced to leave
“her’home because of conflet; R

"L don't like it when people fight

‘becatse children like me get cattght

in the middle. We get scared when we
have tg flee. 1 hope that war will stop
" 56 that our communities ‘can live in.
‘peace and quiet,” Fatimah said.”

* The release of children associated

propriate support from government
and development partners to enjoy all
their rights to heaith, education and
-~ The MILF 1s also bound to'institute”
safeguards through its command
structure to regularly monitor and
screen troops to-prevent children from

associating or re-asgociating.
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_I)ﬂiCt in dlﬂ’erent {ways They can be
' "-recrunted as sold:grs and engaged in

wi P
to achievea level of understanding g
- and ‘acceptance onthe issye: of re<’
cruftment and use of children, .~ =~
“Children affected by armed con-
 flict are sorme of the mast vulnerable -
children in the. world We neéd no’c

“out her commu ity by w:
_ dashes, cooking and.cleaning.: -

play, go'to échool and live healthy
.and happy, Unicef Philippines Rep-
“resentative Lotta Sylwander said.

" Fatimah -(not ‘her real name), 16
years old, was forced to leave her
home because of conflict.She helpect
h'ng the

o
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Southeast Asran cahphate of the -
:had;st group . -Islamic State, _would_

mtary assaulti |n Su!u
intelligence Qrts
said Hapilon was severely wounded_
afteran offensive in'Lanao del Sur.

- Only recently; se curity officials said
’che homegrown terrorist groups had
;been uniting ‘and evolving into just
one. group'caliéd Dawlatul lslamiyah
‘Waliyatul Masrik or DIWM, and ‘had
chosen Isniloh~ Hapnlon of ‘the Abu

Sayyaf astheir sole Ee_ader in theirag-
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - gresslve efforts to be 'ecogmzed by -

- Tel no. {02) 845.8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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- Philippines (AFP) and the Phﬂ;ppme'
. N ational Poiice (PNP) have been pur—

1S through its 1éader Isnilon Haplio'n

- T have d;rected the AFP and. PNP

s the only way 10 secure Mmdénao,

Duterte said. .

_Duterte gaid’ Hapﬁon was severely

injured”after a m111‘{ary air-assaualt;
- opera‘{mn in Butlg, Lanao deI Sur Iast :

 Jariuary. -

" OFFICE OF THE ARMY €

Arn:

The operatlon came aﬁer t‘he Pre31- -_E;
‘_dent named Hapilon as the ’ top hon~
.-cho” of 181 in the Phxhppmes s

“control but protection | of] the cmzens'_ :

~from thelawless, the: reckiess and the :
seiﬁsh LA Gt
' ”Whﬂe [never pretended 10 be a
saint, L know that righteousness and

disciplinie are the foundation: of the.
nation. That is why what 1 desire’ for
the Philippines is a prosperous soci-
ety that includes everyone apeace-

- ful law-abiding citizenry and people L
“of different beliefs who choosé to
‘getalong wuh one another, " Duterte '

said.

oee Duterte also sald hlS admmxstrauons
“The Sulu»based ASG is’ focused on; :

' k]dnap for ransom. The Basilan-based .
ASG under Hapilon remains focused -

 on assimilating the IS-violerit trait. As: .
Ipredicted; IS would find its way 16 the
~ Philippines,* he added.

war on drugs turned out to become
“successful” after the military's help in

the anti-narcotics campaign. _
”thtie did Tknow that the drug prob-

lem’was smore. complex-unti tens of

_thousands of drug sers started ‘iurmng g
themse ves in,” Duterte said,

*In February, the President tasked the
: Ph111ppme Drug Enforcement Agenicy to:
- take over the campatgn, w1th the COOEdl-

nation'of the AFP. &

; DutertebannedﬂlePhﬂlppmeNatlonal-3
:Pohce and the National Bitreatr of Inves-
tigation from carrymg out his ar1t1~dmg L
trackdown because of supposed O
tion irs the two law enforéernent agericies, -
* The PMA alimni association expressed
-snpport o the Ditterte: a&mmlstrancn N
" Weaffirm our unwavering stupportto-
" President Duterté fot his initiatives and
" advocacies most pammllarly onillegal
drugs, heinous .crimes, and terrorzsm-
-and his efforts on lasting. peace,” the
“alimni association said in a manifesto
of stipport tead during the homecorsing..
PMAalumni alsotrged govermnment offi-.

cialsand personnel andthe publictosupport
the President. CATHERINE'S. VALENTE

15:8555 Local: 5285, 5205

fand.
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retary N 1ko_i

scﬁ;efmagl
Y, he added

“offer dunng a meetmg m Da_vao want 10 fraifi-our soldie aEso A

City on Thursday

pendence on the United States:
. ‘Duterte has made strong overtnres
j'towards China and Russia.:
.~ In Friday's remarks, ‘the Presi-

5 dent repeated ‘his tirades against”:
;US accusing it of coercing .
ippini "‘by threatemng 107

t“wnhhold'a]d

"The Russ:ans said that I'm the _

' only ‘oneiwho said something :
- abouit the Premdent of America:
and the Amencan pohcy 1tself

“who Tesents the Philippines’ de-
assistance, it looked like'wewere

beggars if there’s none {aid). That's
S _'_-whyI exploded. So that you know':
'_what s in my heart,” he- said.

private: sectors:
S '-expected of:

modernizing t the Armied Forces of -
the Philippines and the Phihpplne S

mma!ly last mght, 1 commnted to

stris 'gi_cmrla _,enforcement
agencies to be relentless in pursuing
*_those who would. do harm to-our
_people. and the’ country,. including
- ¢riminal orgamza'uons, drug synidi-
cates and terror;sts Duterte said

it Every time they'mentwned i

" He told PMA alumni. hoidmg'f}:’.__
key positions in the public and..
to dehver what

“he had vowed 0 give them eve-

* "We ate now in the process of ' _ i
' ry’thmg they needed mduémg a

Nanonal I’ohce s0 that they may- b the end:
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purging o
o | have d:rected AFP. and PNP.
to- aontmuously contam the I8

' angemus, promptmg himto: oxfde,r:
gecire’ Mamianae " Duterte said. | full mhtary operaimn, especially in:
- The President alsotook note: of Lanao areg, 1o, prevent“t;hem from'.
-the-difforencas within thé ranks o carmng ouf: boifnbmg campaigns. - .
the Abu Sayyaf:Group (ABG) which,| . Relatwely, Duterte made no
he ‘said, has been .ideclogically mentmn of the threat by the
penetrated by the I8 dream ofl Commumiist Party of the Ph]]lppm\cjsw '
: estabhshmg a one world caliphate, { ‘New People’s Army desplte :
— eThe Sulu based ASGis focusedl recently eallmg them “terrorists ”

2& | e
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_ 1 1 until tens of thowsands ¢ - ‘Sinabi pa ng Pangilo
problemas ng ;llegal dmg USers tarted mmmg a nagbigay sﬁra ngg‘élt-
drugs: at 1kalawaa ang thems -rektlba sa AFP.at PNP

P ji g
-; ggmawaag pag- Mindanao sa mas matln-.
. .tumlungan ng Ph;lzppme “ding. kaguluhan i

%
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ng-that he has close coordination
‘Geg-Scient

ctor Ru’ch M. Tawantawan is'the
' ‘of DENR-AFP.check

hitt also iltegal mining activi- entation on ‘proper documentation - per:iaily that there are reports that‘:
] _tzes especiai!y mnthm ‘their:.. In¢ 4erms of apprehension of illegally- - : ‘high rate of
5= uttrees for me AFP personn ' vit '
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. PMA; Yol have the 't
x drsc!plr" i ' Empiate,\

Dut : ing'awards and recogniti
membirte biﬁaemgmzn Dadoptecf i ing ‘the' thrngs he rsgsu;;c:icz)ad to’
: P lmasupﬂ_:j_ dos (Argyil Cyrus B Geducoé)
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PMAAAI recognizes 12 cava!iers in 1 18th homecommg
From the Philippine News Agency {Feb 18): PMAAAI recognizes 12 cavaliers in 118th homecoming

Twelve Philippine Military Academy (PMA)} alumni were recognized in the 118th PMA Alumni

TYF L. PRI -,;n_-r.‘in.'.a.';ii.'v" .

Homecomsng»eon Saturdav for therr outstandmc; performances. - o mme Seaiki o

P YT

The Cavalier Awardees are Cavalier (cav) Jose Lapus, Class '65 for Alumni Affairs; Cav Vicente C.
- ‘Pangantihon;:Class '68 for Special Field; Cav:Mario A. Avenido, Class '81 for Private Enterpnse Cav -~

Galileo Gerard R, Kintanar, Class "85 for Command and Administration; o
Cav Guillermo A. Molina, Jr ll, Class 86 for Staff Functions; Cav Roberto B, Fa;ardo Ctass 87 for _

Police Operations: Cav Siegfred B. Mison, Class '87 for Public Administration; Cav Ernesto O.

'% “Baldoving TCIHES 81 for Naval Operafidns; <= '
'? Cav Fermin M. Caranga, Class '92 for Air Operatnons Cav Fehx Ronnie B. Babac, Class ’93 for Army

Operations; Cav Joseph M. Coyme, Class ‘94 for Coast Guard Operations; and Cav Reynir 8. Nirza,
Class 02 for Special Operations.

Teresita Pangantihon, wife of Special Field Cavalier Awardee Vicente Pangantihon, received the plague

on his behalf.

Pangantihon passed away on June 24, 2016 at the age of 73 and left behind his advocacy that only thru
education and literacy can ignorance and poverty be eradicated.

Pangantihon has devoted his literacy talents to the uplifiment of the impoverished sectors of society throughout

his fife, especially among the indigenous tribes.

it was his personal belief that insurgency is a result of dysfunctions in society, and cannot be solved with guns

and bullets.

He was the author and publisher of many articles on historical heritage and cultures of indigenous and cultural
minorities, and had published three books namely: Kinaray-a English Dictionary and Thinking Aloud in 2014

and Karay-a Rice Tradition Revisited in 2009.

P i,

. \.angantihon alsg had, he]péd defray educat:ona! expenses of indigent students using his personal funds and
;.35 a lawyer, had extended free legal assistance to the poor in the barrios. -

.............
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Defense chief: NPA rebels are people’s true enemies

From the Daily Tribune (Feb 18): Defense chief: NPA rebels are people’s frue enemies

-Pefense-Secretary Delfin Loerenzana yesterday branded-the New.People's Army (NPA)-as the true -

enemies of the people as he called to public fo rise up against the communist group's oppression and

terror factics,

This, as four — two government troops and two rebels, were killed while 10 other soldiers were

wounded following a clash wrth NPA rebels in Davao City on Thursday afternoon. o

- Philippines-National Democratic Front (CPP-NDF), continued fo sow chaos and wviolence.

while’ the Duterte administration: is very much. committed to
attainmg lasting peace inthe country, the NPA, the armed wing of the Communist Party.of the

}! ‘am one w:th~theiPres;den‘t in: candemmng -the atrocities committediby the: NPA; andin rightfully

iabeling them as‘terrorists.

1.call on the Filipino people to rise Up against these criminals and terrorists.” he added.

At around 4:20 p.m. on Thursday, elements of the Army’s 3rd Infantry Battalion {IB), aboard five military trucks,
encountered members of the NPA’s Pulang Bagani Command-1 of the Southern Mindanao Regional
Commitiee ajong the boundary of barangays Lacsen lamanan in Calinan District, Davao City.

As a result, two soldiers were Kilied in action while 10 others were wounded.

On the other hand, iwo NPA rebels were also killed and their bodies were recovered in the encounter site.

Lorenzana urged the public to deny the communist of refuge to their communities and coordinate with

government authorities.

“We must intensify ourfight against all forms of oppression and exploitation butwe mustopen our
eyes’ mdgfic see whio our real enemies are. We must frustrate themat .every turn by: zienvmg them
foothold.in our.communities and by-reporting ali: lileggl and criminal activities tothe proper

atithorities? Lorenzana said.

“This fight our fight — the fight.of every. Filipino — and we will not stop until our country is free of those who

want to rule through terror and oppression,” he added.

Peace negotiations between the government and the CPP-NPA-NDF were suspended indefinitely by Duterte
aftérthe both panels failed to come up wzth a bilateral ceasefire agreement during the 1ast round of talks in
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The communist group insisted on the release of 400 political prisoners which Duterte rejected and
subsequently called off the talks when the NPA launched series of atrocities in various parts of the country

while a unilateral ceasefire was in effect.

 Relatedly, the CPP yesterday branded as "highly dubious” military claims that NPA rebels ambushed a convoy
of government forces and members of a private organization involved in refief operahons in earthquake-

stricken Surigao dei Norte province.

“The reports coming from the AFP are highly dubious. The spokesmen of the AFP are weaving such false
reports to deceive the public and disparage the NPA which had earlier unilaterally declared a ceasefire in the

! areas v whzch WEFe: hardest hithy the. February 1,0»earthquake the CPP said.

“The AFP wishes to discredit the NPA by making it appear that it is preventing relief operations in the
T .- revolutionary areas,” it added..... .. .cegmmee | .

The CPP, instead turned the tables against the military, claiming the masses in the disaster areas are gravely
concerned that the AFP is exploiting relief operations for counterinsurgency aims.

i

|

5 ' ‘ e ‘

! “The military offers to escort relief operations’in order to aliow its armed units entry into the areas and establish -
its oppressive presence in the midst of civilian communities to conduct inteliigence and psywar operations,” the

CPP said.

S

i
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