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Astropamical Servives Administration {(PAGASAY
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Edn HOUR PUBL!Q Wﬁﬁmﬁﬁ FORECAS]

-{SSUED-AT 5:00 PM 18 FEERU&RY 2097
VALID BEGINNING: 5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PM TOMORROW

SYNOPSIS:  TAI-END OF A COLD FRONT AFFECTING THE EASTERN SECTION CF CENTRAL
LUZON. NORTHEAST MONSOON AFFECTING NORTHERN LUZON.

FORECASTY. CiLUDY  SHIES WITH WODERATE TO OCCASIONALLY HEAYY RANS anND ),
THUNDERSTORMS WHICH MAY TRIGGER FLASHFLOODS AND LANDSUDES WIL BE EXPERIENCED
OVER THE PROVINGES OF AURORA AND QUEZON. CLOUDY SKIES WITH LIGHT TO MODERATE
RAINS AND ISOLATED THUNDERSTORMS 1S EXPECTED OVER THE REGIONS OF BICOL, EASTERN | |
VISAYAS, CARNGA AND DAVAG. CLOUDY SKIES WITH LiGHT RAINS WiLk BE EXPERIENCED OVER |
METRO MANTLA AND THE REGIONS OF 1L.OCOS, CAGEAN VALLEY, CORDILLERA AND THE REST OF
CENTRAL LUZON. PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH ISOLATED RAINS OR
THUNDERSTORMS WILL PREVAIL OVER THE REST OF THE COUNTRY, _

MODERATE TO STRONG WINDS BLOWING FROM THE EAST TO NORTHEAST WILL PREVAIL | &
OVER LUZON AND OVER THE EASTERN SECTION OF VISAYAS AND MINDANAO, THE COASTAL

WATERS ALONG THESE AREAS WILL BE MONERATE TO ROUGH, ELSEWHMBRE, WINDS WILL BE LIGHT | :
TOMODERATE COMING FROM THE NORTHEAST WITH SLIGHT TO MODERATE SEAS,

PAGTAYA: MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA KUNG MINSAN AY MALAKAS NA MGA PAG-ULAN AT
PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG NA MAARING MAGDULOT NG MGA PAGBAHA AT FAGGUHO NG LUFA ANG MARARANASAN SA MGA LALAWIGAN
NG AURORA AT QUEZON. MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHINA HAN GOANG SA KATAMTAMANG MGA PAG-ULAN AT PULLI-PULONG
PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG INAASAHAN SA MGA REHIYON NG KABIKULAN, SILANGANG KABISAYAAN, CARAGA AT DAVAQ. MAULAP NA
KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHIHINANG MGA PAG-ULAN ANE MARARANASAN SA KAMAYNILAA AT SA MGA REHIYON NG ILOCOS, CAGAYAN
VALLEY, CORDILLERA AT 5A NALALABING BAMAGI NG GITNANG LUZON. BAHAGYANG MAULAP HANGGANG S4 MAULAP NA
KALANGITAN NA MAY PULU-PULONG PAG-ULAN O PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG IIRAL SA NALALABING BAHAGI NG BANSA.

KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MALAKAS NA HANGIN MULA BA SHLANGAN HANGGANG SA HILAGANG-SILANGAN ANG IRAL SA
LUZON AT SA SILANGANG BARAGI NG KABISAYAAN AT MINDANAC. ANG MGA BAYBAYING-DAGAT SA MGA LUGAR NA ITO AY MAGIGING
KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MAALON. SA IBANG DAKG, ANG HANGIN AY MAHINA HANGBANG SA KATAMTAMAN MULA SA HfLAGANG—_
| SILANGAN NA MAY BANAYAD HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG PAG-ALON NG MGA KARAGATAN.

EXTREMES OF TEMPERATURE AND RELATIVE HUMIDITY FOR THE 24.-HR PERIOD ENDING AT 4:00 PM TODAY AND RECORDED AT
PAGASA WEATHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, DI IMAN, QUEZON TITY:

MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE: MAXIMURM RELATIVE HUSHDITY:
4:00 PM TODAY .........,. 28.3 °C 5:00 A4 TODWY .. ........ 3%
MINIMUM TEMPERATURE: il MINIMUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
5:00 AM TODAY .........., 230°C o 4:00 P TODAY ........... 65 %
TIDAL PREDICTION ALONG MANILA fmy ASTRONOMICAL INFORMATION .
(COURTESY OF NAMRIA) OVER METRO MANILA
s bt 018 METER SUNSET/ SuNRISE T oo
HIGH TIDE TOMORROW: SUNSET TODAY: MOONRISE TOMORROW:
447 PM ... 0.74 METER 6:02 PM 12:58 AM
SUNRISE TOMORROW: MOONSET TOMORROW:
6:18 AM 12:40 PM
SUNSET TOMORROW: ILLUMINATION mm;znow
6:02 PM 42%

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND QUERIES, PLEASE CALL AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 927-1435 OR LOG ON TC WWFAGASA DGST GOVF}H

PREPARED BY?%

“Tracking the sky... hbiping the courtry”
WEFC BIR Road Dilipan, Quezen Ciry :.
Ripf10.10.1 8Tcrecastiocsl_weather_forecasliproview, Ph? s

TebiFax: +6330771 541
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ﬁugr Weather Fﬁreeast and Extended Weather Ouﬂoek for Selected Citjes:

ISSUED AT : 5:00 PM 1% FERRUARY 2817 .
VALID BEGINNING : 5:08 PM TODAY UNTHL 500 PM TOMORROW
24-Hy Weather, Winds and Sca Condition Forecast Extended Weather Quitopk
CITES From SEM soduy unit] SPM tomervow Duration: SPM wntit 5 PHM of the following day
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- added,are also bemg investd
et for
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. sought to assure-the farnilies - -

. The militiamen;’ Sa.nchez:;',_;f.

pos_mble __t_:rim

e NPA-Febels: (}pérating

of their other captives _t;;at ?:he
soldierq arebeing treated well. ¢
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‘10 terronsts LR R being provided by the general:
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f.approved by Pres;dent Duter‘ce; L
Dut 3

An ern - Philippine: ":5'_:
i ' g ;partlcular}y the: Abu Sayyaf whmh_-_
eo_llducted i)y various rmlitary tnits still Holds 27 hestageb, ‘mostly”

Sulu: gainst't_he group  of. 'f.j'foreigners Inresponse, Afioset the
Sahiron; in Basilan against . stx-month deadline for the. AF‘P to-_

'Fl_mm 'Indama us Tam £ .defeat -the-_ terromts

S ously not;only to put
" pressire to thése: ‘groups bt to’
y tfuc > their capacity o fight and" .
h ill to fight.: there ‘arésgood - -
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The;victimn was' washing his’ clothes when the e
ta: onboard & motorcycle amved sand peppered the:
tctim’ with bullets: . -+

‘The viciim sugtained gunshot wounds it the hea& Ieﬁ:;ﬁ;
ek, back portion of the left dar and left-leg.. .
Recovereé) from'the érime scene were two empty 5he]13 1
aliber 9nirm pistol,-oie: shsg of caliber 45 ammunition’)
one deforrned Slug. Zaxda Delos Reyes~]?alanca
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The revolu—'

< dent’ Duterte tbat all political pns- ;ﬁ
25 oners: will be released’ within’ 48

" hotirs ‘once the bilateral’ ceasefire:-
: .'agreementls sigried,” the CPP said.
s Butithe  CPPradmitted ‘that
| negotiatirig the 'details of the:.
*ceasefire agreement wouid bef-
. challenging. - :
CntWe antmpate that negona— :
conicerning ‘the  terms of -
jof a blia rai ceasefire
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_V'oiutlonarv.___ oA Dia
bound by :principle
the withdrawal of
Operating: tr{)opb'j_-_
¢as under the’ sway
of__ the evoluﬁonam govern

IPA rebels under
the Sam harig Yunit Propa--
';gand {0 Westem Mmdanao"-

nutes at Sitig: Lanaycm
accord”"_g o Supt. Rogelio

'1“yforces are willing t 5 >akesman of Po fice .

work':' th government negot'l esten

: But ast: Saturday, froopSS_:';-:' ik SWMRPC
8 .f.rc:m~. he 53rd Infantw Battal»ff_ fRegalado Roel Paxeno
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_ GRP can help facilitate the travel of the
NDF’s ceasefire comm&ttee ‘members
and consultants to ensure suceess of
the’ negotlatmns in Utrecht whxch is
only two days’ away
. NPAmay release
6 ‘prisoners of war

“called on the NPA to’ expedlte the re-
- lease of the szxpnsoners ofwar (POWs)
- who were captured in dlffere__nt_ parts of

Mindanao ever sinee the communist

group abruptly cancelled its’ umlateral
ceasefire. ...

Those in NPA custedy are PFC
Edwin Salan, who was _captured in
‘Alegria, Surigao del Norte:on:Janu-
ary 29; Sgt. Solaiman Calucop and Pfe
Samuel Garay, captured in Columbio,
Sultan Kudarat on February 2; P02
Jerome Natividad, captured in Talakag,

' Bulkidnon on February 9; and alleged

“paramrhtary" members. Renie Doller:

Mark, both captired in Lupon g
Pava Omenﬁa! on February 14

"P-NPA's political arm, _
to__meet on February 22
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. .. “The ‘Armed- ‘Forces, m'(')re"'than
sk anyone else, it is the soidlers who want’

thepeace talks-to"sue;:eed ” A_no told ve- 1
porters. “But we will not w the CPP-.
1 - NPA to conduct atrocities and ' sifilar
‘activities and imperil the lives of the
~-ordinary people in the commumty” -
« .~ eanwhile, -_Nation_al-"Se :

would want this are the
~Esperson said.

'tlmes 3 hE Sald : .. g i
. However, Esper ns that peace
B 'Wﬂl not be attained “if the ther group '_
(is domg war”
. *While we are domg War, we /
: attam (or) have a modmum ofr progress :
- _m the area,” Espersen s

ordered freed by the government bt
" is now being sought for recommitment -
- tojail, filed a motion with the Manila -
- Regional Trial Court (RTC) todefer the
o “resolution’on the gqvernment’s motmn :

s seeking their rearrest.
- .In amanifestation filed'on February -
B 14 Baylosxs through his legal counsel,
asked the Manila RTC Branch 32 to
defer ruling on the motion of the Oftfice
- of the Selicitor General (0SG) to révoke

. .the bail granted to him.- .
' ‘Baylosis asked the court to defer the

/ resolution on the motion £'so as not to
. render moot and acadernic the efforts
" toward the resumpt:on of the peace

: ‘negotiations.” (With reports from Yasg
D Ocampo and Cris Odronia)
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By vsc'roﬁ REYES

--Eduardo Aho gaid

gOV

cncounters .already. So if you

. COmpute it’s like having two

encounters a day,” Ano told

o ‘reporters on Saturday night.

JARo said the armed engage-
ments w_1th the insurgents have

““We have peutralized around

- -40'NPAs (since February 4) - 12
* body count, 15 captured and
about:17 surrendered. 1t's 40
- ‘plus, that is so far the statistics

; .(m thc ﬁght agamst the com-

Duterte. lifted the govem—
~ment’s unilateral truce and ter-
.- minated the peace talks in the

- “wake of a series of NPA attacks

in various parts of the country

-~ that:had claimed that lives of

several soldiers, including a

! junior officer, and abduction of
. three-others, .

AWe are 1nten31fy1ng our op—.

. erations more on the CPP-NPA.

7 'We need both military pressure

on our side and social pressure
from the non-military side so

* . that they will be forced not only
© to go back to the negotiation
i "table bur probably.choose the
i path of peace,”

id Afio

fff-lashes with NPA~
| ,mcrea,smg, says AFP

"'Forccs

sulted in the death of 12 reb--

‘els 'while 22 rebéls have been’

- arrested or surrcndcred diring
~'the same period.

Afio said the mihtary is open

to the resumption of peace
-negotiations with the commu-

oinists. Latest- mmtary estimates
ment forces have been

: --cngagxng New People’s Army

- rebels twice a day since Febru-

_ary 4 when President Duterte

. terminpated the peace talks Wlth
S the COMIMUESTS.

. “Since February 4 to Febru~

e 'ary 18, there were about 30

indicate that the NPA has more
than 3,060 men, mostly in the
northeastern Mindanao area.

. Afosaid one of the “compel-

ling reasons” for the Duterte
administration to revive the
peace talks is for the commu-
nists to stop their extortion
activities or revolutionary tax,

a major source of funds. for

the rebels. _
National Security adviser Her-

mogenes Esperon, for his part,

said he has supported the peace

“process: with the communists
“but'the fecent excesses of the
"NPA justify’ the termination of
_the talks.

“You know where I came
from," said Esperon, referring
to his military background: He
said combatants, like him, are
for peace because they are the
ones sent to the frontlmes to

“vaddress dnsurgency.:

Esperon served as the Army
chief and later Armed Forces
chief during the Arroyo admin-
istration. After his retirement
from military service, he was
appointed as presidential ad-
viser on the peace process,

“I'm a combatant and the
first people who would want
this (peace) are the combat-
ants. I was a frontline officer,
starting from my lieutenant
days,” said Esperon, who
commanded a battalion in the
Agusan provinces and headed
two Army brigades, one in
North Cotabato and the other
in Basilan.

JFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEff: PUBLIC &FFAIRS - Eﬁ?&“léiddi Gac;(a%rmy'za 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) B45-

G
o

K
b

R
o

£
v

Local; 8285 3205




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Arm y that is a source of nationa! pride

FFAIRS Emaﬂ afid oacpa armyzmz@gmall com-Tel no (62) 845=9555 Losal 5285 5295

20 February 2017 @bg manﬂa Timeg | rage: A/

‘Reds’ release govt men,

COMMUNIST rebels on Sunday announced the release of
six uniformed government personnel it had held as “prison-
ers of war,” in a show of goodwill to convince the Duterte
administration to return to peace negotiations,

In a statement, the Communist Party of the Philippines
(CPP}and its armed wing, the New People’s Army {INPA), said
they remained optimistic negotiations for a bilateral ceasefire
agreement would proceed as scheduled on February 22 to 27

3 TallksA2

_o'uif“ g0 (E)'d'WE'Il-:y the" CPP i fThe nenwere held hostage dur»
had ci_uected alI con- ‘ing the series of attacks in Sultan -
: : kudaratw__Bukzdnon and Davao--

ce tal son February 4" Assummg the caoperaﬂon Of '
CPPidentified the capttves'_ ‘Jocal AFP- commiands, all {prison-,
dw_zn $alan, Sgt Solatman - 'ers ofwar] can retumto 'rhelrfamz- :

Afio had said the mzhtary Was wﬂl— '
g to: support the resumptmn of

tiee  ticularly attacks on’ pri'
._p_ubhc 1nstaliat1_ons,

- 19555 Local: 5285,5205
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co_urag by the prfmmzs statam ks
f.GRP. Presxdeni& Duterte tha

-pronouneemem‘m termmatm P ﬁfz
inegotiatwn

_'rounds of GRP NDF peane
'alks and aste thy npportumty 1ol L
_ __gacy peace, CPP-LG saxd
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assumlatmg the IS, As

- emy and reduce their capamty.
~and will'to ﬁght :

terro group At :
- on:the ground are’ makmg




B i’
Army Vision: By 2028, a world—cfass Army that is a source of natfona/ pride

Sdd: 0acps. anny2912@gmall.com = Telno. (02) 8459555 Local: 5285, 5295ccc

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIE AFFAIRS ~ Eml

77 February 2017

i

Ehe 300 errant cops who will be sent
"to Basilan tomorrow can now heave
a sigh of relief after no less than the
W nilitary chief of staff assured that
they would neot be tapped to hunt down the
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG).
Gen. Eduardo Afo, chief of staff of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP}, also
_disclosed that the deployment of the 313
cops from Metro Manila wili not be concen-
trated in Basilan alone,

“Our discussion with the PNP (Philippine
National Police} is not only Basilan but they
will beef up forces in priority areas,” said Afic.

“Their mainjobis to take care ofthe town
centers, urban centers so that the AFP will
concentrate on the hinterlands,” he added.

Afo admitted that the arrival of 311 po-
licemen in conflict-torn areas’in Mindanao
is & big boost in terms of augmentation of
the existing police and military forces,

He said the pohce Heplovment means
more than 300 pairs of eyes watching out for
threats against civilians in urban centers.

The 311 policemen from five police dis-
tricts in Metro Manila, headed by an offi-
cial with a rank of superintendent (ieuten-
ant colone! in the military), who are facing
vamous offenses from habitual tardmess 0 -
to Zamboanga City on 'I‘uesday on hoard a
-130 cargo plane.

They wili then be immediately shipped to
Basilan as instructed by President Duterte.

“They are of big help in urban centers
especially in manning checkpoints and in
the conduct of civil military operations,”
said Afo.

Afig earlier disclosed that they have con-
ducted another wave of operation against the
Aby Sayyaf after the latest seriously wounded
Basilan-based commander Isnilon: Hapilon.

“They are important additional manpow-
er in some areas. And it means some of the
soldiers will be freed of their duties (in urban
centers) and then we will have more warm
bodies-to run aftér Abu' Sayyaf” said Afio,
{Aaron Recuenco)
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Ane NansunGunans Pansvacane Tacaos sa Bausa  PB,00 i

ght and :

a LYY y
me of them wﬁl lie

Sa-paggapi sa:.
oup(ASG)atsaibapang
eronsta sa. Mmdana

ommumty to support our
operating troops.”
“sinabi ng AFP na
uttipad. sﬂg sa “no

‘policy ngigobyerno sa
el g'German na bxhag ng ASG

nit-maramina.silang:  na.s Jurgen Kantner, gagawin ng
impayan upang tuluyang - “militar ang:l hat upang’ mailigtas
ang mga kaaway. .. angdayuhan’ -

terminado at’ ¢ Kasabay g panghthg: ng
g mga sundalo na’ P30 milyon ransom; nagbanta ang
Z Abu'Sayyat bago ang ' *ASG Ra papatayin si Kantner sa
wang deadline sa kanila, ;- ghmda ma1b1b1gay
ulyo 31,2017, dahll-. ng halaga. . :

amang’ ang nakalipas’
g ilumsad-ang. all—outj;
a-mga’ feroristang’
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! : dby force would also be 'ad}usted'
the PNP, as he gave assurance” -depending on the necessﬁy'or'
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"THE NATION'D LEADING WXWEPAPER

: : ‘I already met mth PDEA 1re:.tor
s Iszdro Lapena even before’ the Pres;l-
-.dent announced that he is puttmg_ a

: 'pronouncement of the Presm_lent ___wé ;
need to make certam ad,]ustments 2

do operatzons 1f 'there IS: a targ tp
Q'age,” he. said. -

. personnel which will be attach
beplaced under the operatm
o o of PDEA 2 A.no Sald
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gamzmg a battahon—sxzed task force t

Saturday night. °

officersand men’

Afio said the fask force Whlch wilk have_f:._' '
 its own *strike forcé,” wﬂi be piaced nnder_.._;

the operational control of PDEA.

Afio said he has made initial coordmatxon :

with PDEA director: general Istdro Lapena

even: before Preszdent Duterte told-_the----f-

‘PNP t0° Stop its’
last month; -

operations.:

help
the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
in going after high:profile drug traffickers;’
.. "It has-yét to-be created but weé are
talking about a battalion-sized (force el
AFP chief Gen: Eduardo Ano smd on

~ He said that while thc mxhta:_ task :orce' a memorandum directing high school stu- |

_ osed of 500 persorme}
b -_'-mcreased to. as_hlg i'd
ing on’the sifuation.” .

“The AFP will not do that, We will not be
irivolved in the street; we’ll not be involved
in running after street pushers. The Armed

. Forces will help PDEA in running after high-

A battalion is composed of around 500 ievel drug syndicates,” he said.

SUSPECTED PUSHER KILLED
A sii'spectéd drug pusher was shot dead

by two unidentified motorcycle-riding men
in Pasig City on Saturday night.

_ Yebra said Cruz was in the barangay drug

. personality watch list as a pusher and user.

DRUG TESTS FOR HS STUDES

B Thé_Dépai'tment of Education has issued

1ts s

' PE .

Ano also said soldiers will not be involved s
“in Tokhang operations, or house-to-house -+
" operations targeting  ordinary drug users.

- 'personnel on specimen collection and

“Senior Supt. Orlando Yebra; local police™
chief, said Chrispolo Cruz, 43, of Barangay

" - ‘Kalawaan died ofi the spot.
‘Afo said the AFP is waiting . for Malaca—'

fiang 1o issue an cxccuuve order formally
tasking the military to'aid the PDEA in the
war on drugs. He said soldiers are ready to'

assist the anti-drug hody in antx—narcotxcs o

lents, elemcntary and secondary teachess,
-and school division personnel to undergo.“ '
drtig testing this year. . :
~Education Secretary Leonor Bnones said
“a three- -day orientation will be conducted
_nationwide from March to April before the
_actuat drug testing.
The program also aims to train school

validity testing, train participants on docu-
mentation and recording of drug testing
process, discuss the intervention for stu-
“dents found to be positive for drugs, and
- formulate an action plan for the conduct
of the random drug testing:
- The orientation for students and teachers
in Cagayan Valley and Central Luzon will
. be held from March 110 3; 'Calabarzon and
 Mimaropa from March 7 to 9; Western and
. Central Visayas from March 14 to 16; Bicol
and Eastern Visayas from March 21 to 23;
- Zamboanga Peninsula, Davao, and Socc-
sksargen from March 28 to 30; Northemn
- Mindanao and Caraga from April 4 to 6;
. ARMM from April 19 to 21; and Hocos and
- Cordillera from April 26 to 28. — With Evan ;
. Orias and Christian Otnega . .
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: 3l said UstadzMohammad s
- Yacob: BD A executive: diréctor:
£ :More that 650,000 people.in .
..316 conﬂlct-affectsd ‘commu :
Hes situated: AILTE mummpaimes'_.:
have benefited from: the truse -
fend- through the: C(ani'ri “tion
of new roads;icl

Pt
1elp improve hvehhood'
cles: _to.ba51<: ser_wresj bm}d-_

. ‘electr ity
jand Water :.upply, said the Worid'

at we can achieve if
VoL togeth
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Il call will attomatically be:
sted as absentwithout official .

n sparing. the 40 ofﬁcers
_Ibayalde said ‘the 40 police
'_fﬁcers were c1ted for absen—_. .
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me ways :
__-':by _startmg to: en-

they play,
a izttle bit -

;1mmedlat9igyi after "
~the arbitral tribunal -
“ruled on: the Philip- -
- pines’ case-against -
'Chma' Hlebert said .

- there'is atalk,:_ :
Sn Isght of the mimg, -
ot possible joint ex-
*.. pleration, = Reuters : 5
: _;.P1a Lee—Brago

me%%_
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‘eclaimed  reefs,
Foreigh Affairs Secretary Per-
ecto: Yasay to send a note ver-
aletdChina. oo

“Biggest . threat?; Ka51 gusto
'-.mlang lumaban sa Chma noon.

Phﬂxppme Navy over the past
several vears., One of them the
n_ow BRP Andre:s Bomfamo

China can-be friends;.
‘that - the' relations of - the two -
.conniries should not be hased .

ported to have instilled
weapon systems”in the seven
. prompting
Ctration - is seeking improved
-relations with China and with

- Russia: '

Ano’ng’ ilalaban’ mo, tatlong
Coast’Guard ‘cutter 'na 1965 .
modei? B:ggest threat kung ang -
dea 1s to-ﬁght 1t out ? salcl Es- :

. Esperon saxd Phxhpp

on ;the . territorial * dispute
alone. The Duterte . adminis-

He: said there is “so much

. trade” between US and China .
" despite their being ‘military fi-"
-vals,~Also; he said Russia-and
Japanare ‘also’ trade pattners
‘while they. are also involved in
. .a tecritorial dispute.. _
© - “So: what ‘really ‘would” you '
i want to prefer; goto-war or im-. ..
- prove:the livés of our citizens,
. citizenry,: improve, our” econo{'
- mies, make it a better world? :
~ War is-not our mstrumcnt of*.
- policy,” said Bsperon, .-
" . He said improviag Phﬂzppine'

relations with China and Russia

ad&iri“g'.

i “sort of in- m 51tuat10n _
CHIf youare going to.always ¢ see. -

-i§-the*South -China Sea; that's

not the sum total of our rela
tions with China. As you can
see now, much of our relations

_Are On eCOonoeIic, in economic
field, trade,” said Esperon, -

China has . pledged -P240-
million in assistance to  the
FPhilippines during the Dutérte

‘administration to fight terror-
‘ism‘and ‘address illegal drugs.
“The defense. department has al

ready submitted a list of equip-

~memt 10 be acquired from Chi-

nz using ‘the fund offered by
the Chinese:s i
-Last - week, Preszdcnt -Du

: _tertc met wnh RussianSecy- - -+
1ity. Council Secretary Nikolai

“Patrushev in Davao City to dis-
: .Cussivarious issues, including

possible’.defense cooperation
between'the two countries;

s
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