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By PAOLO ROMERO

Tired of incessant criticism when he was mayor of Davao City,
Rodrigo Duterte took out a P3-million contract to kill broadcaster
Jun Pala, and then gavea P1-million bonus when the deed was done.

“Consider the Jun Pala murdér

This was the claim made yesterday
case solved. 1 was one of those who

by one of three policemen who alleg-
edly carried ouf the still unsolved killed Tun Pala,” Arthur Lascaias

acsassination in 2003, as he came  said yesterday, four months after he
put in public to insist that President faced a Senate inguiry and denied
Duterte set up death squads in his she existence of Davao death squads.
home city that were responsible for Malacafiang dismissed Las-
- the summary execution of about 1,000 cafias’ story as a “demolition job”
crime suspects. Turn to Page 10
Retired police officer Arthur Lascahas speaks during a préss conference
at the Senate yesterday, confessing 1o & iitany of brutal crimes allegedly
ordered by President Duterte. GEREMY PINTOLO
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s g'them atsea—we ‘re pl
paid by mayor Rodrigo ~ spar

o7, Lascafias said:
: hangmg His. versi
events,

1= ings” loutiof “blind. obedlence

Lascafias ‘explainied ¢clain
that he was hnthered by his.

' evﬂ-prevaﬂed Tas
canas said: A szienced__22~cah

in ‘and Toyalty” to Duterte. .

ediy. ‘o Duterte :
r. Lascafias” death squad alqo

‘exectited the suspected mas-
termind inthe kidnapping of -

@ certain Mrs.: Abaca, whowas _
i+ office amounting to:P100; 000,

It was not clear if this was a -

freed after ransorn waspaid:
" The kidnapping suspect,

acertain Mr. Patasaja, was"
mtercepted in 'his Ford Fiera .

in‘General:Santos City. But he
was ‘with his wife, who was
seven moriths pregnant; their
son who was about five years :
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alsos

-~ Death squad members were
: yaid: from: P20,000 to-
P100,000 “depending on th

status of. ‘the target he'said
‘He claimed healso recetved
an allowance. from Duterte’s’

regulal monthly payment.

-Lascafias has just retlredi'
from the Philippine National
"By our constience,”
“said. “I may be killed but I'm
oW Con’sented m fuiflllmg my,

- Rolice with'the rank of seniof--
‘police officer 4. He declined to
_take quesnens frorn reporters

i ged.
angrv" Duterte:put. out the ;_'
_ P3-million contract tokill Pala.
AL canas_sa:zd he took the con-

responsible for thousands of
unsolved. exi:ra}udlcml killy g5

2 she gai

f’players” orhitmenwho &7

rebelsin

_nation attempts by the group

Lascafias said he apologized
T the faﬂed h1t~; W‘nen-he ran S

IL:-But the i’nay ra

told”}u'm in the Visayandmiectf
. ‘thurry

ness from the chlidren of his

“ordeted killed, saying it was
the first time he had. d'vulgedf.._
~his deep}v held secrét :
[ “I'call on the PNP::. kill-
ing is not the solution. This 15 -
‘agamst the law and against the
Jaw of God. We will be hatnted:
" Lascafias

‘with the help of the victim's - 2
-.-.bodyguard who they were .
' ant:

~wotild be up t6 members of the -
‘House of Representatwes fo
- ‘decide whether ornotto push’
for Duterte’s 1mpeach:rnent o
They ‘said Lascafias’ state-
‘ments and ‘the affidavits he

would issie in the coming
weeks cotld be used by ton=-
* cerned govemment bodze& to
' mvesﬂgate Duterte '
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eeding Program in Bukidnon

Army facilitates r
oL Clagdio o Palromry o0
idiers under 403rd Infantry (Peacemaker) Brigade, in collaboration with Malayhalay City

LGt DepEd, and the teachers, faculty, and staff of the beneficiary school,
“eonducted a Feeding Prograr at BCT Elerentary School in Brgy mpalambong; Malaybalay- City-around i00. .
am, February 17, 2017. A total of 456 children of said school composead of Kindergarten to Grade € pupils

benefitted from the program, which is aimed at assisting the Department of Education in combatting -
mainourishment among its pupils. As of this date, there is a total of 16 pupils of said school who are -

undernourished.

Malaybalay City - So
LGU, CSWDO of Malaybalay City,

. The 403rd Infantry Brigade of the Army’s 4th infantry Division together with the different local government

units and agencies reguiarly conduct the Feeding Program in different schools in support to the Department of - -
Education's "Adopt a School” Program. The program is also part of the Community Support Program '
"Kalayaan” of the AFP, which is aimed at facilitating the resolution of local issues in the community. 1t is
reguiarly conducted in far-flung barangays where the Community Support Teams of the brigade through its line

units are deployed.

and Kibalabag of Malaybalay City, where only recently, threg {3)

soldiers of the Army’s 8th Infaniry Battalion facilitating the program were brutally murdered by the NPA
serrorists. It can be recalled that among those soldiers who were brutally murdered last February 1, 2017,
around 3:00 pm, was Sgt Owen B. Yee. He was an advocate of the Feeding Program of the 8th infantry
Battalion and was abie to serve hundreds of Lumad children in the municipality of Impasugong and Malaybalay

City in Bukidnon.

Among which are Barangays Manalog

The Feeding Program is a testament to the Philippine Army's commitment to contribute to addressing the
ios. In a statement, COL ERIC C

concerns of the people through collaboration with other government agenct
VINOYA INF (GSC) PA, Commander, 403rd Infantry Brigade, 41D, PA, commended the troops for their service
and urged the people to work together in finding peaceful solutions to local issues instead of using terroristic

and violent acis.

o, despite NPA attacks. still continue to fulfill the Army s commitment to serving
ity Support Program. BCT Elementary School is only one of our beneficiary
line units, particularly the 1st Special Forces Battalion, the.8th Infaniry

Iso conducting the same program in various IP dominated areas
collaboration with local government units and government

“I congratulate our trocps wh
the people through our Commuri
schools under this program. Our
Battalion and the 58th Infantry Battalion, are a
it Bukidnon and Misamis Oriental Provinces in

agencies.

cusations of the NPA leaders that our troops are doing psywar and intimidation, we do
other activities that are beneficial to the community. We now challenge the NPA,

he people, then they shouid join us in this undertaking.
Otherwise, their intentions would be very clear — they would just victimize our pecple by caplitalizing on focal
issues and using these things in order lo agitate the people, arm them, and fet them fight the government for

their ill causes of extortion and intimidation.” — says COL VINOYA.

Contrary to the false ac
this program and many
especially their leaders, that if they are truly fort

www.dwdd.com
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:_sald theére should be "compelhng re'asons
_ to continue the negofiations which were
ite te_ this’

E:"a’cta ks agamst government forces. _

R 'l ‘understandable tha‘f §us—'
. pzc;c)n' linger about the motives of the
of the ideolc

pro 'peng reason and could putat-
- ease, to someextert, the apprehensmn of the

The NDF repreqent the communist .
rebels in the. peace negoha’aom w;th the :
.government - : '
.Abella said’ the commumqts shouid
- agree to & bilateral ceasefire and stop the -
_ collection”of the so-called revolutionary .
. tax, the ambushes on military personnel, .

the burning of properties and other pro~_'_

. vocative and hostile actions. -

-~ claim -to.be:politic
: re1ected the demand, __aymg i
to the grant'o

: zs'termmatmg the] peace talks arnid ordered:
- the secu:r:tv forces to: arre-%t the NDF::

government and the NDF were scrapped
after the ‘communists inststéd on - their
demand. to free’ 400 rebels whom they

The disagreement prompted the cor
munists and subs equently. th gove
call 9ff their respec
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‘work forjust and Jastin
When compeﬁmg TEESD

necessary. s’neps
 The NDF als

i'é:hat led3t0th collapse f
“during the p

Saian who was: captured in Alegna Su= 'thpmos I am of-
rigao del Norte on Jan 29; Sgt. Solaiman . fering my hand th
- Calucop and Pfc. Samuel Garay who were - peace to the NPA% .
; capture_d_m Columbm, Su}tan Kudarat on Duferte~(_arp10 said
:m a statement yes-

: _lme my oﬁ‘er'l can
_ C , nly pray that there
'sa1d the Telease' of the BIXE pnsoners of “will be' no more
war” i8 thewr positive gesture to continue - deaths and léave.
--_peace negotiations with the governmient. . everything to'the -
‘Padilla welcomed the move by the ' AFPand to God,” |
communist rebels, whom the military ear- - she added. o
her said had been suffermg tactmal defeat ST he” may 6 r
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;'.-the1r partiétp :
talks would guarantee them.
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£ ALACANANG on Monday called on the
41 Communist Party of the Philippines

. % .. (CPP), the New People’s Army (NPA) and
- the National Democratic Front of the Philippines
. {NDFP) to stop extortion and other hostile activi-
I ties if it wants to resume peace talks. -, .

§

need to be provided for 1ajks 1o TesumE
Considering the unprecedented goodwil!
_the President has shown, these condi-
tions] may provide compelling rcason
and could put at case, 10 SOME extent, the -
appsehension of the mititary and the ad-
ministration,” Abella said in & statement.
“When guns are silent, we aan better tis-
ren (o each other. We need the President’s
vision for a peaceful, just and inclusively
syioviionAl

)

Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abelia
anmounced four conditions on the com-
rmunists calling for a stop to the follow-
ing: collection of “revolutionary taxes” or
extortion activities, ambushes on military
personnel, burning of property and pro-
vocative and hostile actions.

“While it is understandable that sus-
picions tinger about the motives of the
parties on opposile sides of the ideclogi-
cal spectrum, some compelling reasons
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(e that the [N D¥P] probably .:_nounced on Sanday the release . 5
pusheé the envelope too fast - ‘of s1x gcvernment THen ‘held as
100 scon in- dem_andmg- 7 prssone;s of war.

: pnscners' prior 10 any 51gned_:'
- agreement and for lifting the .t
_cea ﬁre ahead Of theu dead-_
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The Na-lior Newspaper

- The CPP said it has called NPA uinits 10

: BY VICTOR REYES .~ * “ahducted by the NPA r€ els over the past

e e e three weeks. e : !
"HE Armed Forces yesterday said the - «We will afford every opportunity to . “expedite the release” of the six, so-ciled
Jew People’s Army should relcase three. - ensure the safe release of these abducted . “Prisoners of War,” as a “positive gesture.”
‘oldiers, two militiamien and a poficeman,  sold rs and other m o security He said the NPA can work closely with thix
a@i;};aéuﬁjpfgcdﬁaiﬁon_mﬂd_-_demaﬁdﬁ;bythe “force : _ ; FA : |
sormunists for the withdrawal of soldiers- - . Atevaloisaid the 1

“on civilian and military targets:

cooperate by

: ¥ : .
‘a certain areas if exchange for the release " decision of the communists to release the  withdrawing alitroops in and-around the at-: -
of their captives. - e gy -PF’CS‘:EdWin'_S__élaﬁ}and_'_Samud%Garam v eas where the POWSs will be. ased t0 pave
#The NPA shotild prove and substanti - Sgt. Solaiman Calucop; militiamen Rene . the way for their safe and ordetly release "It
ate theif announcements with clear and ~ Doller and Carl Mark Nucos,; and PO2 Je- © said the sixcanrerun to their families before
sincere actions, not propaganda,” AFP * rome Natividad. - Vi e e ordusing the scheduled negotiations in Neth- .
spokesman Brig. GefL. Restituto Padillasaid. - Thesix were abducted between January - erlands if the military cooperates; i~ .
“Hence, they should release the soldiers 29 to February 14 in Agusan del Norte, Sul- ‘Atevalosaid the relcase of the six -cap-
they have abducted immediately without  tan Kudarat, Bukidnon, and Davao Oriental. tives “as an act of goodwill and not as
aty condition. Doing so would lessen the In a statement last Saturday, the Com- feverage to constrain the government to
serjousness of theit continuing crimesand  munist Party of the Philippines (CCP) said g0 back to the negotiating table.” .
add to any goodwill they wish to convey,” negotiations for bilateral or joint ceasefire - “He said the government terminated the
Padila added. may resume if President Duterte sends - peace negotiations not Because of the ab-
‘Pacilla’s statement was in contrast with government negotiatorsto Netherlands for  duction of the six security forces but due

the statement issued by AFF public affairs  the earlier scheduled meeting on February 10 he NPA’s “atrocious criminal activities,”
S inctuding the killing of three soldiers in

office chief Coi. Edgard Arevalo whosaid 22027 . e o

the AFP is open to relocating its forces Duterte terminated the peace negotia- ‘Bukidnon ‘catlier this ‘month; ‘burning. of
in certain areas in Mindanao to pave the tiops andlifted the government truce last . public ‘ConveyatiCes and farm implements
way for the release of the siX who were February 4 after a series of NPA-attacks “and extortion. - With Jocelyn Montemayor.

PThe CPP said the AFP can

rR———_e
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"added Duterte. _'etheriands if Presideént Rod

Duterte sasd she already ad Disterte ‘decides to send his: eam
mind’ that. '

uld. of peace paneitsts back :4fte
ered puH ‘Ut from thetall
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11pp1nes/N ew People’s
ont’s call to pro

‘CPP/NPA/NDE.”- Last
. %On the part of the Philippine its - anned wmg, “the NPA'.-'Et

_ ent, we share the same'_:":_release sIX: r;s_oners of. warasa.
- gommitient to work for justand: posmve ‘gesture.”

“laetin peac" =‘m the ian 7 'saxd The connnumst 1eadersh1p

negotlatmns . T
i Mala__ﬁang,.
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: iiqger about the
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student mlhtary attackson schools o
-and mchscrlmmate aenalbombmgs

s _ty group in Baranga
_Alabei Sarangg
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BY VICTORREYES .
of 'a foreign cargo vessel was

“armed men off Tawitawi on
‘Sunday night, according to mil-
itary and coast guard officials.

4 The Coast Guard also said that

“10 - Vietpamese, members :.of
the 25-man Crew of MV -Giang
Hai that was _attac:ked neat Ba-

guan Island in Tawi-Tawi, an .
“area clos€ to .the stronghold of
 ‘the notorious Abu Sayyaf mili- -

' -_taﬁt'grbup,'Wc:e:rcscucd,; S
. Armed Forces ‘public affairs
‘office chief Col. Edgard Areva-
lo said there was still no indi-
cation if the Abu Sayvyaf, linked
to similar attacks in Tawi-tawi
and nearby arcas in the past,
was involved. - _

~ Arevalo, said the Vietnamese

véssel was attacked by pirates-

at around 825 p.ot, about 17
nantical miles off Pear} Bank

“snrDuchan,
* bullet wounds. SRR
B . Arevalo. said Marine -soldiers, -
killed  while gix others werc: oL A oast

abducted by still unidentified

A VIETNAMESE crew mermbet

and killed on

policemen. and. Coast “Guard:

personnel responded to- the
scene after learning of the in--
cident eatly yesterday. “They ..

conducted board and search
on the same vessel,” hie said.
“They learned that 17 crew

members were:ofl hoard (prior..-

to the attack) and they Were

able to account only 10 (sur- -
wivors) and one dead. The six:;.

‘others ‘Were abducted by the
Arevato said.
- Arevalo identified thedbducted

armed men,

crewmembers as ship captain
Buy Xuan Vien; chiefmate Do
Huu Nghia; 3rd mate Bul Trung
Duc; 2nd enginect Nguyin Hua
Trong; sailor Tran Viet Van; and
oiler Nguyen Quang Huy.

Coast . Guard  spokesman

Cmdr.-Armiand Batifo -said the .

Philippine Coast Guard was
informed by the Vietnamese

¢ of the crewmen, - Gt
who _sustai_ned 120

fwo speedboats, carrying Coast
Guard '._'and Marine: _per_sonnel,-

“to the arca. The fll-fated vessel
was later, towed by fishing ves- .

sels to Taganak anchotage -
*Batilo -said the MV Giang Hai
was coming ~from Indonesia

bound for loilo when it was at-
tacked. The official said investiga- -
invited for questioning Al AD-

‘dullah after he ‘was ‘seen inthe

tions are underway to determine

the other details.of the incident. -
.. Astothe possible involvement
of the Abu Sayyaf. Arevalo said:

Wedon!thave - information

if ‘this ‘(group: of Suspects) the

group of the ‘Abu Sayyaf. That is

part of the ‘thorough investiga-
tion that we arc conducting.”
The Abu Sayyaf have conduct-
ed similar attacks in the Tawi-
tawwi, Sulu and Basilan areas and
in the waters of Indonesia and
Malaysia over the past months,

cand.. abducted a number of
crew fmembers of vessels. o
The Abu Sayyaf is stili boid-"

Page: b2
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 ictims in Sutu. The 27 victions
_include siX Vietnamese Crew -
fembers of bulk carrier MV
* Royal 16 which was intercept-
ed last November off Basilan,
“oap AbidlSayval spotter was

" killed in'a firefight in Turtle is
and in Tawitawi at around 2

p.an. last Sanday.
Arevalo said soldiers initially

presence of armed men. Abdul-

1ah admitted that he was earlier

in the company of three armed

" mien ¥ one ‘bsar, Musub Bau-
dlin and Man Baudi - who came

to his house. LT L
Arevilo said Abdullah later
asked permission and: was ab

lowed togo 1o his house. Abdul-

12k later returned with an M16 1
fle and fired towards the 100ps.
Arevalo said they have infor-

* mation that Abduliah has been
- serving. as Abuo Sayyaf spottet

for potential kidnap victims.
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kidnapp:
: by.Abu Sayya{: gunmen near -
Taw;—T 1 Tanjong Luuk:
Sa' h m November _

fighters ppealed:
German government thathis

ptors. would Kkill him un-
0 (PS(} ‘million

The bod of .
et, Sabme Werz, 50, was -
v his vacht; Rackall,

4 JKorean, seve o
'eMalays:lam BIX Viema:sm -
lipinios. ©
_ Roel Pareno
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It is worth noting that after the election when

By MOCHA USON

Trﬁlanes, the soldier
~ who cried wolf

Senator Trillanes was a Navy |
officer who only became relevant
for his part in the Oakwood mu-
tiny and the Manila Peninsula
siege. He, together with his group,
claimed to be fighting against cor-
ruptions and for the rights of sol-
diers. These events provided the
opportunity for him to become part
of the Senate.

However, as a senator, what has he reaily ac-
complished for the Filipino peopie? What tangible
achievements has he done to stop corruption in the
government? What has he achieved to support his
fellow soldiers?

His heart may have been on the right track when
he was just starting but when he became a politician, it

. seems that he adopted the characteristics of traditional
politicianis as well: out of touch with the true needs of the
people, full of empty promises during elections, ambi-
lious, and prioritizes personal political needs or political
allies’ nieeds mstead of serving the Filipino people.
Last April 2016, nearly bwo weeks before the elec-
_ tions, Senator Trillanes raised the issue of President
Duterte’s BPJ aceount and alleged that it contains
millions of pesos. One can only surmise the Senator’s
purpose for “exposing” the accounts: Is it o prove
that then presidential candidate Rodrigo Duterte was
just fooling the people with his “simple” image? Just
because a man lives a simple life - as people who have
seen the President’s lifestyle can vouch for — doesn't
mean that he should also be poor.

People admire him for his simple lifestyle. The way
he interacts with the ordinary folk makes them really
feel that he is one of them compared to other polit-
cians who only claim to represent them. The timing
of the “exposé” also made it suspect. It was clearly &
politically motivated attack to prevent Duterte from
winning the presidency especially with insinuations

““[hat the iosey-iethe bank-accounts may have come
from illegal activities or from corruption.

TSttt Bad elaarly won by & wide margin Senator o

Trillanes acknowledged the will of the people and feft
the issue for the media to pursue, saying that he had
already done his past. If you ask me, if the senator 1s
confident about the evidence that he holds or if he is
sure about the allegations, why stop pursuing it? Could
it be because the “part” he says he has accomplished

_isto try to prevent Duterte from winning the election

by throwing unfounded accuisations? -

Now, the senator is reviving the issue of the bank
accounts, and just as he did fhe first time, dares the
President to prove him wrong. He disregards the
simple fact that the burden of proof is on him, he be-
ing the one throwing accusations. With the renewed
attack, is theremore confidence on the frath behind the
allegations, or is this just another politically motivated
noise just like the first time? The senator seems to have
forgotten that he was the one who abandoned the
issue before, He is now reviving it without anything
new. With his brave talk, his atlegations remain just
that; baseless accusations coated by strong words and
appearance. The question we should be asking 15 this:
¥ he used this issue before in an attempt to influence

the result of the election, what reason could he have to
revive the issue that he once abandoned? Is it to boost
support for rallies against the President?

Aside from the issue of the hank accounts, Senator
Trillanes has also involved the President in the Bureau
of Immigration bribery scandal. But just like ali his
accusations against the Presicdent, there is no tangible
proof to back up Jnis claims. He also said that based
on “information,” President Duterte wants him dead,
but Mr, Senator, why would he warnt you dead when
they canjustsimply watch you destroy your credibility
and imake a fool out of yourself in front of the cameras

with all your unfounded aliegations? Atleast present

some credible proof to support your case S0 that it
won't louk like you are simply being bitter that you
were not chosen to be the President’s runing mate.
Right now, you have already destroyed your
reputation, if there was any o begin with. If you are
contemplating another mutiny, Filipinos will see that
you are not doing it for the sake of the people bul just
for your own agenda and those of your political allies.
Do your job as a senaior who should be serving the

Filipine people and stop wasting public funds.
*
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AFP still open to peace talks with rebels

“Erom the Philippine News Agency (Feb zU) """ AFRP-stithopen to-peace talks- weth rebels.

l.out war campaign against the rebels, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is still
the New Paome s Armv (NPA).

Despite the all
open for the government to renew peace negotiations with

--However thzs does. not mean that the military w;li tolerate NPA attacks and atrocities on civilian and
idin.an mterwew c:ver the weekend.

" other targets, AFP chlefnof-staf‘f Gen Eduardo Afio sai

duﬁf’%étroc:taes' and
je in the communities.” he added in Filipino.

With this, Ao said they are exerting pressure on the NPA to force the iatter to go back to the negotiating tabie.

“This is in line with the no-military pressure heing exerted by other agencies and bodies.

“vou need military and non-military pressure s that they will forced to go back to the negotiating table,” he
added.

ated the peace talks after a series of unprovoked rebel attacks

Gn Esb. 4, President Rodrigo Duterte termin
ther three people. -

against military targets, kilfing six soldiers and abducting anc

in the ongoing campaign against the NPAs, the AFP chief said that they already have 30 encounters with the

- rebels resulting in the neutralization of 44 insurgents.

This can be broken down into 15 captured, 12 killed and 17 surrendered, Aho said.

" hitp:/lwww pna.qov.phiindex.php?idn=18sid=8nid=18rid=065552
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Troops engaged in curbing terror groups in high spirits -- AFP

From the Phi]ippine News Agency (Feb 20): Troops engaged in curbing terror groups in high spirits -

AFP-

the Abu Sayyaf Group and other terror threats are in high spirits due to the
d President Rodrigo Duterte. AU o

. Troops tasked t_o eliminate
—girpport givern-by-hi gher headguarters an

hilippines {AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Aﬁo in an -m

This was disclosed by Armed Forces of the P
interview over the weekend.

rt being extended by AFP headquarters, major service commanders, and _
provided additional funding for these servicemen engaged against the terrorists.

Afo attributes this the suppo
President Duterte, who have

"omentum is on our side, and (the ASG) is now losing their will to fight, eventually some of them will lie low,
some of them will surrender," he added in Filiptno.

The AFP chief added that the bandits will further disintegrate once the military gets further support from the
community.

ARo earlier set a six-month deadline to eliminate t__grr_or_‘ists and bandit groups in Mindanaoc upon his
_assumption of the AFP's top post last December. - R e e e -

The campaign is now on its second month.

hitp:lfwww.pna.gov._phlindex.php?idnﬂ &sid=&nid=18&rnd=965519
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" AEP will assist PDEA vs. lllegal drugs

oo o oo Ll Glaudio on relidary LU S TR B A

-Armed Forces of the Philippines affirmed that they will not join the forces of the
n for illegal drugs called Optan Tokhang.

Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City
Philippine National Police with regards to the campaig

eration to support the campaign for if!egal“d.rug.sw.

m -

in accordance to that, AFP is planning to set up their own op

In an interview by DWDD to the spokesperson of Armed Forces of the Philippines, Brigadier General Restituto
Padilta on the preparedness of the AFP to “|_aban sa ilegal na droga”: he stated that before instructions were
made is that they're ready io collaborate with the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA).

He also said that The Philippine National Police should also avoid getting in touch with the operation of the
said advocacy due to the misconduct of fight against illegal drugs.

e are also willing to work with PDEA but they're just a support role and

The Philippine Army, Navy and Air Forc
hat General Eduardo Afo ordered.

"they will not lead the said operation as w

The task force aiso said that there are chosen number of police to participate in the said operation. He alsc
added that the mass should worry less for the AFP will be continuing to do their job especially for the safety of

the youth,
They will also deploy an estimatad number of 500 to 5000 personnel depending on the situation of a certain

place.
AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo Aric stated that they are in the process of creating a special task force with
the help of Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency or PDEA.

perations of Oplan Tokhang because th‘ey do

Ano also confirmed that they wili not adhere with the ongoing ©
itize & high profile drug lords that are the cause

not just pian to arrest a low profile pusher instead, they will pricr
of the ongoing battle for illegal drugs here in the Philippines.

AFP elucidate that it will not be a bloody war, and tﬁey will do the best they can to avoid such. — KE/ KJB

www.dwdd.com
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Meanwhile, the troops of 861B assign
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A Terrorists sow fear in Madella

e Lt Claudio o Fannas
ja — Around 2:10 PM, February 18, 2017, residents of Brgy

Quirino were terrorized by the presence of armed men believed
le-10 leave their respective homes and be moved temporerily

Camp Melchor F Dela Cruz, Upi, Gamnu, Isabe
Cabua-An and Brgy Sto Nino, both of Madella,

to the barangay proper where they can be safe.

It can recalled that last Monday, February 13, 2017, fifty-four (54) families from Brgy San Martin, Madella,
less one hundred fully armed NPA who

Quirino were also forced to evacuate their homes due to more or
occupied a school in the area, causing trauma, fear and panic 10 the residents, particularly the children.

ressed the problem and are currently

ed in the area had already add and ar
so that the residents who fled can now

conducting security patrols to secure the area occupied by the NPA
return to their homes and live normal lives.

rity to the people of Madella who are being harassed and

“The 5ID troops will continue o provide secu
PA, | encourage you to iay down your firearms and live peaceful

intimidated by this armed group, As for the N
lives,” said MGen Atal, Commander, 51D, PA.

www.cwdd.com
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