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Govt forces in Bulacan on alert following NPA sightings
From the Philippine News Agency {Feb 23): Govt forces in Bulacan on alert following NPA sightings

Government forces in this province, particularly those assigned in the north eastern part of Bulacan,
are on alert foliowing confirmed sightings of band of New Peopie’s Army (NPA) guerrifias in Dona
Remadios Trinidad town and in the mountains of Umiray; Aurora which-is close to the mountain fown. -

of Norzagaray, Bulacan.

Bulacan acting police direcior Senior Supt. Romeo Caramat Jr., made this disclosure during the Peace and
Order Council (PPOC) meeting held at the Hiyas Convention Center here on Thursday morning.

Caramat told PPOC chairman and Gov. Withelmino M. Sy-Alvarado and Vice Gov. Daniel Fernando that a
band of NPA rebels were first sighted in the mountain village of Kabayunan, Dona Remedios Trinidad

on Feh, 7,

He said that based on intelligence reports and sources that was verified by the 48th Infantry Battalion of the
Philippine Army under the command of Lt. Col. Ramil Arioyo, the communists guerrillas were on

procurement missions,

He said the rebel band bought dresses, combat boots, 100 bullet rounds of M203 grenade rifie and

10,000 rounds of M16 rifies.

Alvarado said both the police and military should be vigilant since Bulacan has already been declared
free by the Philippine Army in 2013, during the time of AFP chief Gregorio Pie Catapang,

insurgent

He also said that while no violent incidents have been reported for so many years now, the government
troops assigned in Bujacan must always remain on alert and vigilant because the anniversary of the

WPA will take place next month and they might do some surprises in the province.

h?tp://wwwipna.gc}v.ph/index.php?idn=2&sid=&nidﬁ2&{éd=966587
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Leyte, Samar remain peaceful amid halt in peace talks with
Reds

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 23); Leyte, Samar remain peaceful amid halt in peace talks with

Reds

The Philip"bfné' Armyﬂ 'r'écl»‘drl'téd"that Eastern Visayas region remained peaceful despite the fermination of
peace talks between the government and communist rebels.

Army’s Bth Infantry Division commander Brig. Gen. Raul Farnacio said L evte and Samar provinces
have been spared by recent atrocities of the New People’s Army (NPA).

Farnacio attributed the situation to the fact that one of the key rebel leaders in the region is a priest.
who is also searching for genuine peace, The official is referring toFr. Santiago Salas. the National

Demogratic Front {NDF} Eastern Visayas spokesperson,

“Fr. Salas adheres to the peace agreement of the negotiating panel and there is a big chance that they are
really pursuing peace, once and for all.” he said.

“| believe that he is aware of the consequence that warfing parties had brought fo the region, especially to
worsening poverty incidence in Samar provinces.”

Farnacio noted that even in Western Visayas where rebels are led by a priest, there are no afrocities as

well,

Although there were reported tactical moves by rebels, the official said no viclence had been perpetrated by
communist rebeis recently unlike in other parts of the country where there are attacks, abduction of soldiers,

and burning of equipment.

Recently, three NDF leaders in the region have conveyed their intention to continue with the peace

talks.

Since the early stages of the rebellion, Samar island has been considered to be a rebei stronghold with 11
percent of all NPA-related incidents having taken place in the three provinces, the same study revealed.

The NPA launched its first tactical operation in the country in Calbiga, Samar in 1974, when it ambushed an
army scout patrol and seized a number of their weapons.

http://iwww . pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=2&sid=&nid=2&rid=966631
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ONLINE NEWS
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5 NPA rebels yield in Masbate -- Solcom official

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 23): 5 NPA rebels yield in Masbate -~ Solcom official

t

Five suspected members of the New People’s Army (NPA) surrendered to the Philippine Army’s 2nd
infantry Battalion headguarters in Barangay Bacolod. Milagros town in Masbate on Thursday
afternoon, an Army spokesperson said. o

Maj. Virgilio Perez. spokesperson of the Southern Luzon Command based at Camp Guillefmo Naksr in
Lucena City, said the communist rebels brought with them five firearms that included an M16 Armalite
rifie, M14 rifle, M1 carbine, .45-cal. and .38-cal. pistols when they surrendered at the Army headguarters

at 40 p.m.

The surrenderers requested that their identities be withheld for the meantime.

Perez said the surrender of the five rebels resulted from the continuous military cffensive operations in
Masbate province under Col.Fernando Trinidad, commander of the 903rd Brigade.

http:/lwww.pna.gov.phfindex:php?édﬂ=2&sid=&nid32&rid:966753
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AFP conducting simple rites, activities for EDSA-1

anniversary
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 23): AFP conducting simple rites, activities for EDSA-1

anniversary

As the nation celebrates the 31st anniversary of the EDSA People Power 1 on Feb. 25, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) announced that it will conduct simple rites and activities in honor of

the biogdless revolt.

Activities include a Catholic Mass that will be held at the Grandstand of Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon
City on Friday, which.will be followed by awarding ceremonies for civilians and other stakeholders who
played a valuable role during EDSA 1. AFP nublic affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said.

Aside from this, a wreath-laying ceremony, spearheaded by former president Fidel Ramos, will be heid
at the EDSA Shrine in Ortigas. Mandaluyong on Saturday,

The AFP's commemoration of EDSA 1 formally started on the morning of Feb. 22 when a wreath-faying
ceremony took place at the Tomb of the Unknown Soidier at the Libingan Ng Mga Bayani in Fort Bonifacio,

Taguig City.
The flowers came from President Rodrigo Duterte, Arevalo said.

Despite the relative simplicity of this year's rites. the AFP official said what is important is that the AFF, as
ordered by its head Gen. Eduardo Afo. is showing its solidarity with the people on this important historical

occasion for Filipinos.

hittp://www.pna.gov.phfindex.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1 &rid=966565
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