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By Christine O, Avem:lano -

Seft heﬂa a ’Lzma dld not go *_

'qmeﬂy

-if they think T'will no

lenc

wagi

be jailed for what I.am fighting

for. Please just pray for me,” she’
told reporters as she was about-

to be handed over by Senate se-

curity to policemen who had
waited all night with a warrant;__
‘to-arrest her on drug charges

*Thesa are all Yes. The truth

- will come out and I will achieve.

justice. Iam innocent,” she said. - :
_Court Branch 204, with whom De

Lima, as justice secretary, tussled -
over a drug case’in 2011, ordered-

"Flght, Lella. - relatives,

friends and supporters shouted as:
“De lima madé ‘her way :down’
from her fifth-floor office in the
.Senate building, and’ was -put

aboard apolice coaster that would

‘take her to- Phﬂlppme Nanonal'

“If. they thznk they can, 51-_'

ght the' fight I've been
, especially for the truth;"
and’ the "’ _persecution” of the *
Duterteregime, itis my honor to

'7,Gao peo

' It wasst past 8 am. on Frt—"
day, ‘two hours éarlier than the .

handover time agreed between

~the Sefiate sécarity ‘and officers .
froin the PNP Criminal Tnvesti< :
-gation” and- Detection  Group,
“mother “unit:.of ‘the policemen

who shot ‘and ‘killed ‘execution-

style'a: mayor detairied:on- drug

charges inateyte aﬂIastNov 5

-. Drug charges SR
“De- Lzma 57, 'was arrested

Frlday on  drug trafflckmg-

chatrges she insisted were man-
ufactured to silence her opposi-
tion to President Duterte’s bru-

. Judge. Juanita Guerrero of
Muntinlupa City Regional Trial

the senator's arrest on Thursday,

. Alsoordered arrested on the -
samé warrant were De Lima’s'

former drivér, bodyguard and

g

: Staff said was ﬁ.lmed oy Wednes«
_day_ln antxcxpaticn of her arres_t '

taI _war_on drug whlch has

"De’ Lima say

- pefice’’ heddquarters ' Camp  alleg

Bayan “was* artested m'hls
home 111 Urblztondo Pangam«_-

© An‘hour’ after Te Lamas vol- -'
untary surrender her-ofﬁ e

- Videomessage .-
In'the video, the senator in-
sists she is innocent of the drug
charges . S

s accusmg the
Duterte administration _of__mak—
ing "an example of me to intirni-

date; silence’and déstroy atiyone - .

who “dares ailenge thein; to

draw pubhc attentionaway from
the: government’s ‘abuses ‘and
failures, .and to .cover up their
oSt murdemus war on drugs.”
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for revenge agamst me, because :
of my: investigation ‘of the -
. Davao Death Squad when I was
- the chairwoman of the. Commis-___-
-she:

~ sion’.on. Haman Rights,”

says, referring to thie 2009 pmbe .
of extra}udwlai kﬂhngs inDavao

a wh:m wiuch she calls “im

punity,” and traces to his time

‘as mayor of Davao, whenhe dis-
cove,red that “he cotild kill wmh—
out accountablhty . '

“Truth is, even though hehasj
killed. over 1,000 in Davao and -

~She says Mr, Duterte acts on--

':overzooo throughoutthe Phlhp»' . This is al
- pines with his death squads and  are ex

--tence of the hit' squad and -
claxmed the killings in the city -
--_were ordered by Mr. Duterte. -
- Lascafias disclosed ‘his deal- _
'mgs with Mr. Duterté in a news - fig
conference in the Senate on Maon-".
day; confummg the testimony in” ..
_ @ Seriate inquiry last _year by an- .
“other confessed death’ ‘squad hit - ¢
man _Edgar ‘Matobato, who said: .
" 'Mr: Duterte ordéred ‘the killings™ i

and :shof ‘dead a Department of
Justice employee-himself.”

- “With'the revelation of Las-
) canas, _there is no more doubt
_that our President is a murderer
and a sociopathic serial killer..

S

‘the “PNP* - Custodial”

“ De Lima will be detained in
- Center, .

where . two - former - Senas.

: __torsm]mggoy Es|

the pork barrel scam.
MaIacanang ga

. He éald De Lima“wounld’ be ;

-“treatéd with fa1mess and ac-

corded due process.’ " —WITH RE-
PORTS FROM DJ YAP AND LEILA B
SALAVERR!A INQ e e T
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The B7-year-old: Senator.
Zer innocence of

- drug’ suspec _
all Jies and" the ' trut_ 'Wﬂl
come out at, the right hme,
she said.". .

' She beheves ’fhat_wﬂh
g0 . Turn to Page 12

ramé in Quezon City. -
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iind Interior Secretary Tsmael .
‘Sueno that De Limabe allowed;

‘of “Judge Juanita Guerrero of the
Muntinlupa regional trial court
“RTC) for 1ssu1ng the arrest.

their witniesses ‘who ‘are ‘cori-
victed drug lords and whose
statements 'contradzct each :

iDuterte’s: flxa‘aqm for
agamst ‘
“She was referrmg her in-

vesﬂgahon of the Davao death”

squad ‘when she was chair of
the, Commzssmn on Himan
Rxghts in 2009

-In a phone

-ANC from her detention ce11 N
at Camp’ Crame, De Lima said -

- while she has been psychologi-
cally preparing herself for

arrest, herbemg m;aﬂ ”ailfeels

surreal e

I'm innocent.”

De Lima’s lawyers are plan—
ring to question before the
Supreme Court (SC) alleged

.-'sleep fora-
“-office an woke up at around

T knew that this regmle would “would iy to come uf
‘7ot seek true justice. The filing -
of criminal cases against me .

i ofily. the fulfillmerit of Mr. -

/' the three court branches where | her
'-'._her thiree ‘separate drug-cases . tion
‘were raffled off, citiny Iack Of
"'}umsdlchon " :

‘be he d';yesterday, with the.;
Erosecutlon asking that the

earings be moved till next .
month, but Judge Guerrero of
“RIC. branch 204 on Thursday :
& ordered De Lima’s arrest..
Let it be said that’ she.-‘-
: {Guerrero) stated that her-

She said it aiso pamed her
asa. mother, feeling “the huirt -
of my family. They know that :

d had alight brea

She Tater. recelved visitors,

; mcludmg Fr. Robert Reyes
: Rep: A

Diiterte a5 the

grave abuse of aut'horzty by @

wartant.”:

ﬁnal demsmn io file

stions to. quash before

~The motions were: supposed

(order) was purely on the
‘criminal information filed by
the (Department of Justice).
~Her motion to quash was not -

considered atall,” Padilla said.

He also said De Lima will -~
‘also try to ins'gt again that the

Al Padzﬂa,lspokesman for ¢

issue of jurisdiction,” she said.

€ ma ermmd..'r

‘Muntmlupa RTC = ave-;un
“diction over her c cases..
: "_’We were. askmg that these '_

She'll stand up and answer
these allegahons and charges,”.
. he said. -

. De Lima ina phone inter- -
view from Camp Crame with :
CANC said it ' was unfortunate
‘the ‘Court-of Appeals denied
‘her petitions 'to stop the DOJ
- from filing the charges before -
j the regular courts. -~ - p
. “We have a very pre]udlaal
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bate: the otherday,:
Lt Gen. Ferdmandr'QuidﬂIa the”

‘military’s Sauthern Luzon Command’
-(SOLCOM chief, said the rebels sur- .

elements of the 2nd Infan

0ld amazon named “Gina.”
They also surrendered their rebel

firearms listed as an Mi4 rifle; an
- M16 Fifle; an M1 carbine; a .45- cahber
: Sand a-38- eai revolver, sald--.-
. Pramis.

-_One of the rebels shared his sent:—

- ments upon his surrender in-Filipino,
. saying: “We can no longer take the.
', extortion activities.we are ordered to ..
~forée-upon our impoverished country-
" men as well as the broken promises

vithin the revolutionary movement.”

rmg the ﬂnanc:al a551stance and

b

M AH ﬂﬂﬁ TLLE

 THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAFEAR -

ramis said{he government is now -

livelihood package the surrenderers
are entifled to under the government’s
Comprehensive Local Integration

' 'Program’ “We look forward to their :
rejoining their families as. that s whate...
“ ¢ they long for the most,” he'said.

For his part, Major General Mano—
lito Orense, 9ID commander; assured

- that the CLIP will be made available to

all surrendering NPA guerrillas. “We

~call on-our Bicolano brothers-who are
wictims of the deception scheme of the
. ‘CPP-NPA-NDF to lay down yourarms

and go back#to the fold.of the law r sa1d
Orense: .
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the Komiteng
: Comii'litt'é._ :
s . Hel JVEL The! -2
 as livelihood assistance under the Corripre
f Local Integration Progras —C
_soldiers were injured when their vehicle rolle
along the highway in President Roxas town:
.. Ric:Gomez, Ronnie Librando and Delio D gt

+
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www.retiredanalyst. blogspot.com

IN NIR: ,New Army chief

From the Visayan Daily Star (Feb 24) IN NIR: ,New Army chief

Negros lsland Region wili have a new Army chief next week.

Army Col. EliezerLosafies will take over command of the 303rd Infantry Brigade, that
supervises two Army battalions stationed in Negros isiand, on March 1, Capt. Eduardo
Precioso, 303IB Civil Military Operations officer, saidvesterday.

Losafies will reptace Brig. Gen. Francisco Delfin, who is reportedly slated to be as the
incoming Assistant Division Commander of 3rd Infantry Division. _

Delfin served as commander of the 303rd Infantry Brigade for aimost one year and eight months.

Before his new assignment. Losafes served as deputy commander of the 301st infantry

Brigade in lloilo.

Maj. Gen, Jon Aving, 31D commanding general, will officiate at the change of command
between Delfin and Losafes fo be held at Camp Major Nelson Gerona in Brgy,

Minoyan.,Murcia,

Aying alsc served as 303rd Infantry Brigade commander.

Precioso said that the inauguration of the new gym inside the military camp will also be held before

- the change of command ceremony.

hitp://www.visayandailystar.com/2017/February/24/topstory4.htm
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Gov't troops on high alert vs rebels’ attacks
From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 24): Gov't troops on high alert vs rebels’ attacks

Members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) in the region have been placed on h;qh

alert following reports that the New People’s Army (NPA) has inténsified its insurgency

Qeratlons against government forces.

Colonel Bartolome Vicente Bacarro, commander of the §02nd brigade based in Echague town,
said the rebels have recruited and retrained new recruits even during the declarations of
unilateral ceasefire between the government troops and the communist rebels.

Bacarro said the armed group has also intensified its re-organization activities and collection
of its revolutionary taxes against businesses, projects, private companies and other

vulnerable individuals.

Bacarro advised the members of the Philippine Nationai Police {(PNP) tc be alert, too, as the armed
group may also attack their stations and seize their weapons.

He likewise warned the public that the rebels are wearing uniforms, combat boots and backpacks
similar to that of the government soldiers.

“This is one of their tactics to deceive the public,” Bacarro added.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army, local govt keep kids in school, promote peace

From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 24). Army, local govi keep kids in school, promote peace

Atotal of 456 schoosichijdren; composed of preschicolers upto yrade six pupils, recently berefitted
from the feeding project as soldiers of the 403rd Infantry ‘Peacemaker’ Brigade (403Bde} and
Malaybaiay City local government worked hand in hand in promoting peace and fighting childhood

malnutrition.

Col Eric C Vinoya, 403Bde commander of the Philippine Amy’s 4th Infantry Division (41D PA), said this
feeding program—which aims to facilitate resolution of local issues, improve school attendance, and
nutritional status of children especially in remote communities—is a testament to the Philippine
Army’s commitment in supporting the government to promote good health among schooichildren.

in & statemen, he said coniraty o the false sociisafions o the !
psychological warfars (PsyWar] and infimidation, the real fact is that we are doing this and many other

activities because these are bensficial to communitie. We now challenge the NPAs, espedially their
leaders, that if they are truly for people, then they should join us in this undertaking. Otherwise, their
intentions wouid'be very ciear—mthev would just _persecute ‘oir troops by camtahzmq onilocalissues
and using these things to agitate people, arm them, and fet them fight against goverament with

extortion-motivated attacks.”

"I congratulate our troops who, despite New People’s Army (NPA) rebels’ attacks, stili they continue risking
fives to fulfill the Army's commitment of serving people through our Community Support Program. | commend
the troaps for their service and | urge people to work together in finding peaceful sofutions to focal issues

instead of using terroristic and violent acts,” he stressed.

As part of the Armed Forces of the Philippines’ “Kalayaan” project, it supports the Department of
Education's "Adopt a School” program. it is requiarly conducted in far-flung barangays where the

brigade's Comm_unit_v__Su_pport Teams are deploved.

In Malaybalay City, BCT Elementary School which has 16 undernourished pupiis is just one of the many
beneficiary schools of the army’s feeding program. Among which are Barangays Manalog and Kibatabag of
Malaybalay City, where, just recently, three soldiers facilitating the program were brutally murdered by NPA

terrorists,

it can be recalled that among those soldiers who were brutally murdered earlier this February, was Sot
Qwen B. Yee of the 8th Infantry Battalion. He was an advocate of this Feeding Program and was abie to
serve hundreds of Lumad children in Impasugong town and Malaybalay City, ail in Bukidnon,

QOther line units specifically the 1st Special Forces Battalion, 8th infantry Battalion and the 58th Infantry
Battalion, are also conducting same program in various IP-dominated areas in Bukidnon and Misamis
Oriental provinces in coliaboration with local government units and other government agencies.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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: _jo Arm Petmglay, spokes-__
“person ‘for the. :Western"ff .

Mindanao Command. -

- Petinglay said the’ crew'_ '
tar
a distress call to a .

of_ M/V-Dong ‘Hae'S

=':Navy n Bongao;, wl
dispatched patrol
‘to the area. S

I

s+ Task Force Tawi-Tas
1 Taw ‘enforcement operahons:
‘amid recent cross-border.

She said: ‘che. speedboats.-.__
-hdnappmgs by Abu Sayyaf'
U

stopped chasing the vessel
':When they mghted the re—_-_* :

Rear Adm1ral Rene Me~
dma, N aval Forces Western

augment

-R
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] i Oammander ofthe: Naval For

' "{Jacki ggvas fmle siwhile: a-cache: of - Western: M;ndanan discios
> ‘high-powered firearms was seizedas’ terday: bhat patroihng navy ships
the Armed Torces of the Philippines’ ~ thwarted ari -attempt by armed men,
_(AFP) .continued to deal major blows believed to be ASG members, to at-
‘against the Abu Sayyaf Group (AS®  tack and board the MV’ Dong Hae
' ‘ : o _ Star which-is of Panamian registry
and was navigating the Sulu Seas Iast
Wednesday morning. :

.Meanwhile, elements of the
Joint. "Task Force Sulu recovered
| a high-powered firearm and other
i war.materiel. beIongmg to the Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG):in .a: clearmg
_ operation conducted at the village

of Pahgl, Indanan, Sulu yesterday
morning. - .

[
FICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add;: pacpa.ammy2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the land.




Army Vision: B y 2028, a world-class Army thatis a source of naﬁonal pnde

" OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AF)

28  February 2017

sighting respondmg
Medina said," s
Medma subsequenﬂy deplo'

¢
1

[N Y
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www.dwdd.com.ph
Two Japanese aircrafts to arrive in March

Posted by L.ui Claudio on February 24, 2017 at 11:.01 AM

The modernization of military equipment continues as two of the five TC-80 air crafts from Japan are expected
to arrive on March 27.

Philippine Navy Spokesperson Capt. Lued Lincuna said that the additional gears will boost the‘military
capability in aerial and maritime aerial reconnaissance or locating the enemy in certain regions.

Lincuna explained that the aircrafts will be useful for humanitarian assistance and disaster response by
carrying reliefs to areas affected by calamities.

TEC-90 air crafts were also capable to tighten maritime security as it can be used as a surveillance, Lincuna
added.

On the day of arrival, the two aircrafts will be controlled by Japanese since it is not yet transferred to the
Philippines.

Last November, two Philippine Navy pilots and six aircrews left the country to undergo trainings on how to use
the TC-80 aircraft. —-MF

4

Lo Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the {and.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.inieraksyonn.com

Duterte says China misunderstood Yasay's remarks on
South China Sea

From InterAksyon (Feb 24): Duterte says China misunderstood Yasay's remarks on South China Sea

President Rodrigo Duterte. (REUTER/Fﬁe phota)

President Rodrigo Duterte said on Friday he was not sure why China's commearce minister had
canceled a trip to his country, and that Beijing misunderstood his foreign minister's comments about

its militarization in the South China Sea.

Duterte said he wanted solid ties with China and there was no urgency in pressing it to abide by last
year’s arbitration ruling on the Philippines' maritime boundaries and sovereign rights, which went in

favor of Manila and infuriated Beijing.

On Tuesday, Department of Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay, the chairman of a meeting of foreign
ministers of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), said the region had "grave concerns” about

China putting weapons installations on its manmade islands in the Spratlys.

[Read related story: ASEAN unsettled by China weapon systems, fension in South China Sea]

"The problem is 1 think Secretary Yasay was misunderstood by the Chinese government.” Duterte said

in a speech.
"§ would Tike to assure China, and this'is what 1 had committed to do when | was there,‘that we will talk
as friends.” he said, referring fo a {rip he made to China in October last year.

China's Commerce Minister Gao Hucheng decided at the last minute to postpone an official trip on Thursday to
the Philippines to sign about 40 joint projects worth billions of dollars. No reason was given by either side.

[Read related story: Chinese commerce minister abruptly posipones PH trip: sources]

However, on Friday, the Chinese government announced the appointment of a new trade minister to replace
Gao, as part of a reshuffle ahead of a crucial Communist Party meeting later this year.

(S
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Establishing better relations with China has been a key plank of Duterte's sometimes perplexing foreign policy,
which has seen him lash out at major donors and investors such as the United States and European Union.

He is keen to tap China for loans, tourists and infrasiructure.

On Friday, Duterte said the Philippines' longstanding aliiance with the United States did not make it "duty
bound to follow™ Washington's foreign policy, and conflict with Beijing was not an option.

"We cannot go to war because we cannot afford it," he said. "And as much as possible, the bilateral relations
between the two countries would be enhanced and improved and trade and commerce between the itwo
countries greatly improved.”

But that couid be affected by Yasay's comments that ASEAN members were "unanirmous in their

expression .of congern™ about "very unsettling™ developmenis. He mentioned China by name,

something the 10-nation grouping is often reluctant to do.

hitp://www.interaksyon.com/article/137 286/duterte-says-china-misunderstood-yasays-remarks-on-south-china-

s5ea

[l
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2 rebels killed, assorted weapons seized in Capiz

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 24). 2 rebels kilied, assorted weapons seized in Capiz

-~ Two-New-People's-Army-(NPA) rebels-were killed while-two shotguns-and two hand grenades—
recovered following an encounter with the 61st Infantry Battalion troops in Maavyon town, !

Capiz province Friday afternoon,

The 30-minute clash took place around 3:40 p.m. at Sitio Maknoy, Barangay Jebaca, according
to 3rd infantry Division spokesperson Lt Col, Ericson Rosana. :

Government troops were conducting combat operations when they encountered around seven
rebels under a certain Romulo Gangoso alias "Rigan.” _

In the ensuing firefight, two rebels were immediately killed, prompting the remaining rebels to
immediately flee, leaving behind their dead comrades and weapons.

There were no reported casuaity on the government side as pursuit operations by the 81st Infantry

Battalion continue.
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