Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

A= ‘IM A 4
Serving the people Securing the land.

oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com

OFFCE OF THE ARYCHEF PUBLICAFEARS
NEWS CLIPPINGS

"
#




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
26 FEBRUARY 2017
PAGE
R, TITLE WRITER NEWSPAPER
1 Weather Forecast PDI p.A2-4
NATIONAL NEWS
" ‘Poace under one nation, one Edith Regalado PhilStarp.1
4-6 Edsa sparked peaceful change Elena L Aben, Mario { Mia Bulletin p.1
B Casayuran &
Vanne P Terrazola
ARMY NEWS
7 2 soldiers, 2 rebs wounded in Maguindanao Zaida Delos Reyes- | Peoples Tonight p.
encounter Palanca
8 3 NPA leader, 10 miyembro sumuko Joseph Jubelag Balita p.5
9 2 Maute Group members slain in iigan PNA Daily Tribunep.3
operations
10 2 jihadists slain in iligan Al Jacinto Mia Times p.A7
11 2 NPA rebs todas sa bakbakan Joy Cantos Ngayon p.7
12 2 NPA todas sa engkwentro sa Capiz Mark Obleada Police Files p.3
13 Vice squad leader at supply officer ng NPA sa Bombo Radyo hitp:/iwww.bomboradyo.c
Masbate, kabilang $a mga sumuko Legazpi om
14 Mga rebeldeng NPA na bumaba umano sa 1 Bombo Radyo Naga | http://iwww.bomboradyo.c
bayan sa CamSur nagdadala ng pangamba sa om
mga residente
18 Igiesia says army to stand down for captive’s Sun Star-Cagayan | www.
safe release de Oro 3
16 6 more NPA rebels yield in Davao region Philippine News
Agency
AFP RELATED NEWS
17-19 | Back to Square one? Rene Acosta BusineesMirror p.A1
20 AFP troops bolster Cebu City security Marz W Mosqueda Jr | Mia Bulletin p.7
21 AFP: No letup vs Abus to recue German Roel Pareno PhilStar p.14
22 Photo: Philippine Marines prepare for the AP/Bullit Marquez BusinessMirrorp.A1
change of command ceremony
ONLINE NEWS
AFP chief joins wreath-faying ceremony in Priam F hitp:/Awww.pna.qov.ph/
23 People Power Monument Nepomuceno
2 suspected Maute men killed, another Jaime Sinapit www.interaksyon.com/nati
24 captured in Lanao del Norte onal
25 7 NPA members surrender in Palawan http:/Awww.gmanetwork.c

om/news

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people, Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride,

AFP to add another battalion to guard
Davao’s perimeters

From the oftentimes www,

pro-CPP online refiredanalyst.blogspot.co

26 publication the Davao | m
Today
27-28 2 Maute members killed in lligan City Camela Fonbuena hitp./iwww.rappler.com/

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Arm y Ws;on By 2028 a worid—class Army that is a source of naﬂonal pnde

momn LI ¥ -
PHERTI) PzﬂlINGEQA P L
= e -

zmsommn CITY
iU23-3270 . R

PH.PIE AEa c:-;'i;asninsr;smrvlpp,;, s

| METRO
. MAHRILA

| TUGUEGARAG. = %

Watch PanohonTV dail

{0

- )4"‘:'.';('3 o =

tl-l-—(f. w ){Al 3'3 _,r

, & | Pusﬂm C

j IEADAG . L. pamcesA .

; 1.320G T3ouiel gt g

: HOILO/

BAGUID : BACGLOD :

T2 T TdaE L fa. D

| ssmay . WETRG

| cLARK . cEBU ;

: 25- '3 . 2aE G-

on Pilipinas HD
at 9AM, 12NN, 3P 6PM & 9PM.

Lot e

4

MG -

10 AL -

B WG
2638 °C
5

?4-70,C

PILIPINAS HD.

o m ,msa‘mg —

PHILLPTINE DALLY

8 INQUIRER

LOWTIDE . HIGH TIDE
T MANALA SR
it HARRUY, S
SRR 7 P
Fier RS T S

Pastr e, ) of Wi ae
Sty 0P < .

Prhy g ey b ot mES 6o 3 vl
rainsha /et <13t Landssianmy

pis ST S RO, QI IS = 3
stdfe -gadetsinrass L

B BT

- -
T 2AcG 2ot

LBEORO .

ZAMBGANGA

3o e ‘:_‘ -

A;R.?l

xmwrﬂ: SIVLEAALA PSS

i-\ -.

mﬁl-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com.Tel no. (02) 845-8535 Local: 5285, 5205

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nafional pride

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Emall add nacpa‘amly2012@gmailanom Télmo (02) 845-9555 Local 5285 5295

Qb February 2017

-Zay :-:nrru REGALADO

a_-\-r"‘.!

, DA’VA@ I I‘Y PJ‘.ESI-._
dent Duterte called for a
just and lasting - peace by
uniting all factions in lhe.
natwn under one flag

”,I weu]d I :t' zfell-.-.-se

t'hat as ]‘resldemt, (6 want) a"“
Just and I lasting peace under -

my term but 1t must be as
one country, one nation -and
one flag Under that, under-
stand'each othei ” Duterie said
durmg 1he launching of the
samaro Transition Com-
ﬁ'l:lﬂSIOIl (BTC) here on Friday.
- Duterte urger the BTC com-
raisstoners fc crait the enabling
law tor the Bangbamo:ro m a
bid to have’ worhable peace
agreemients with the. %Ioro

groups i’ Mﬂ}danaq oo

He said the BTC gheould
Havigate the. many ‘obstruc-
horu;, obstacles” in r_raftmg the
enablmg law to-achieve peace.
“Craft one that 15 goed for
the entire Filipino natwon,”
Duteite told the 12 members—

of the RTC

'Iamamanme nurry c‘ndI'
want that something will come
ot of this BTC soohn Whic}l we
can work on,” he said -+ -~

- Duterte. added he wnuld
hke o see the peopie in the
More communities crafi - the
pew law because they un-
detstand the Iustorv and ‘the
agony of the’ Mmdanaoane,
meludmgthe *1ciogyricrasies” of

5y 'mrntoPage 12

ol
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Peace rurw.:

the tribal groups. - e

o ”J.f‘yml_bﬂ.mﬂ.p;mdhctandw

1t 15 passed by Congress. we
will implement 1t,” he smd
. Duterte said he does not
want to secede any part of the

country under ihe enabling

law that would support the
Comprehensive Agreement on
the Bangsamoro (CAB; signed
with the Moro Islamic Libera-

tion Front (MILE) in 2014. -~
i M AsPresident, Iwant peace

‘and one {lag,” he stressed
Onee a workable agreement
is reached, Duterte saad heé is
ready to.campaign to pass the
enabling law. He added he
would not mind cutbng short
hus six-year term just to pave
the way 10 peace ‘

.. Extremi

rious cuncerns of a caliph-
ate being pushed by exdrenst
groups from Arab countries

“Maybe 1n tront of the Fili- .. “Resist extremism There

1. L .
Filipmo to vote for it because it control it,” he said P
will make us a great nation, sn = “If we allow them to come
1 leave it up to you,” Duterte here, even convert some, there
iold the BTC conimissioners ‘will be a bloodbath,” Duterte
dunng the ceremerues held at warned -+~ s
the Waterfront Insular Davao - “We must avoid extremism.
Hateleit = 0 % W 222 orevmentertamthemﬁgeauff
] . -+ they will destroy us,* Ke said.
st threat wids %um Slg'tfl?d ah exgcutive

* Also concerned about the rder extending the composi-

; threat of extremism, the Presi- tion e the BTC on Friday . -

under one country, one nation -dert warned his Mushm broth- - - Theexpanded BT.C will crati

ers anew about the dangers °anew enabhng law ior the set-

i of extrermsm to the country’s ting up of a mire empowered

peace and security - * 4elt-goverming political entsty
~ “What they have in the under the CAB signed by the
Middle East 15 ditferent from government and the MILE

what we have here,” the Presi- ~ The new BIC, chawred by
derit saxd . MILF"s first vice chairman
< Duterte has expressed se- Ghazal Jaatar 15 comprised of

.the expanded BTC are Sema,
Abas and Hassan, a tormer

ARMM assemblyman They

belong te the MNLF taction

that 5 not hostile to the MILF.

On the otber hand, offmals

‘of the ARMM urged Malara-
fiang and the MILF to create aiy

entity before the 2019 elections .

to replace the present autono-
mous regional gnvernment -
“Ii established amiid our
eleclive tenure, we shall wili-
ingly step down and turn over
to them the ARMM govern-
ment for the new self-govern-
ing political mecharusm io take
off unhampered,” ARMM Gov
Mujiv Hatainan sard -
~ The ongmal BTC cratied
an enabling measure to creats:
a political enfity under ihe
draft Bangsamoro Basic Law
but thes was disapproved by
Congress for supposed uncoin-

stitutional provisions.

21 members ...f i
_Among the members of the

BTC are Haron Abas, Firdausi

Ismail Abbas, Ibralum Aly,

damun-Latiph, Samira Gutoc-
Tomawis, Hatimal Hassan,
Raissa Jajurie, Gatur Kanain,
Mussoli1 Sinsuat Lidasan,
jose Lorena, Abdulract Abdul
Macacua, Hussemn Muiioz. Ro-
meo Sahga, Susana Salvador-
Arnayatin, Omar Yasser Sema,-
Said Shuek, Ammal Sclaman,
Meiamie Ulama ond MILE
_peace panel chair Mohagher
I ﬂ]. v bw = N T

... Besides Jaatar, the MILF
has 10 members i the group,
while the Moro Naiional Lib-
eratton From TMINLE) artd the
government each have threc
and seven representatives,
‘respecttvely o S
* The three MNLF

officials in

~. Hataman sa:d he war.téd

voters i areas to be covered by
the new; polrtical entity replac-
g ARMM to elect a poneer
set of offizials simultaneous
with the 2019 mudterm elec-
tions |

“Even if we are already out
of the picture. we shall con-
e to help make the Mind-
anao peace process succeed,”
Hataman said i 15

ARMM Vice Gov Haroun
Al-Rashid Lucman said he 15
ready to vacate his post betore
June 30, 20191t required by the
BTC and Malacariang " -

“This peace process is

- good for all peuple 1 Mind-

anas, the Musirms, the Chrig-
fians and the Lumads. We are
ready to do sacrifice,” he sard.
— With Christina Mendez,
Jehn Unson
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THI NATION'S LEADING NXWEPAFIR -

| Destabﬂlzatlon plot VS predecessor
nonsense Noynoy

. n, mmuaammmwm, awmn m G < tion " E Rk A
o Ry AR =
5 { eaaeﬂ;rl change 15 the Iegacy Punentel HI slressed tms yeaterday as - eventthat en%led the; two—del;:adiﬁtggg ’

tEDSA A - the nation marked the 31st anmiversary  of the late Presid
ent Ferdinand g
SenatePresudentAquﬂmo of the 1986 EDQA Peaple Power Revolu-! cos happened ‘*bet-ause o‘f ﬂm pEeaylgfs“

LA

deswe for change AT
- "But he stressed that the btt'uggle

" unquenched. | TR '

i - ‘qwndwawbeapaMerforchange
-Ivmllneverabandonﬂxedreamofmakmg
'hﬁebetter for every Flhpmo leentel

salﬂ
Pnnentel sen of martlal 1aw wctlm

and former Senate ‘President. Aqumno :
“Nené’PnnentelJr, alsorecalled }B

4
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: Filipmos. 727
Ina statement maﬂnng yesl:erda}, 'S

1f ‘l?he preseﬁt Duterl:e adnnﬁfstr-ajuen, ;
- eontinyes 1o H‘ample en the nghts of

315t anniversary of the EDSA People

PowerRevolt, De Lima mmeednowords
m criticizing the Duterts administration

over its bloady war en iHlegal drugs and.- E

the continued violation of Filipinos’ hu-;

" man mghts that'dehumamizes and pot- .
| lutes'the spirit.of EDSA:

b i
- “Kung, magpanahﬂnv ang mala-

L diktatler na pamamahala at paglabag sa

- afingmga karapatan, aneng kinatwikasan -

. ang naghihmtgy sa atin? Walzng People

- Power, walang demekrasya, walang

tunay na kalayaan, kung mananahimk
~.at magwalang kibo lamang and sam-.

. bayanar sa harap ng katiwalian, karasa-
- han, afpagmamalais sa kapangyarihan £
* Jfthe Puterte admimstration continnes
, w violate the human nighis of ibzens,

-\e{',

ymild saysthiit Yot
mﬁgﬁﬁe E%%A “of hibtion’ mﬁlmn%

d fréedom alwe is wery worthwhile

hers is the kind ot voi¢e that the’ people
- need at-this stage;” he sa:d eVer Ra&yo
ng Bayan - e

« “We need peop]e WhO are truly and
.s.mcerely nation patriét, riation’ ‘builder
and, nef somebody who takes advantage
. of political position fer their ewn advance

t,” he added :

i, Nqn_ese_nsef A
* Former President Benigné

anmiversary. celebration at the People.
Power Monument, iy Quezon City, took:
advantage df the occasion to deny that'

his Liberal Party (LP) is plotting fo de- -

- stabilize: the administration of President

Duterte Rtk R e e S
‘“Nang-aalok kami’ ng tulong tas &

: magde -destab? Kalokohan naman yun -

. what future awaits us? No people power, -
no demucracy, ne true frecdam ifweplay

dumb te'widespread corruption, abuses,
and abusé of power),” said De Lima,

rthewakeofa‘leommgmctatorslup "

Reacting to De Lima’s call,
Malacanang said the lady senator is. "l; sasinyo - marami sa bagay dito pmagh- 5
- rapan namm hteral nableod, sweaL and

not the kiid of voice the Filpinos need

" hesaid - -

(We are offering help, then we plot de-

stabilization? '[‘hat’s pure nensen,seﬁ

Hewevex; I tovbt if shi 1§ theTirid of i+

; thousands of hMan

IH, who joined the EDSA revolution ’

& Natre
i, ‘inJu]ywherre

“hé also et former Pies ident and now™
¥ Pampanga Rep. Gluna Macapagal Ar-

< royo, Fidél Ramos, and 'Mamla Mayor'
JosephEstrada . Rl
Aquino, like hIS Jlate arents R‘en_'

3 Bemg.‘neAqume :and former President

Cory Aquino, said he weor} allow s repeat
*of maxﬁal law which paved-the wav'tor _

B H "W 1 | P4
wﬂlﬁghtforequalnghl;s Trwe dont ﬁght

“for'it, who else will fightfor us,” Agquine,
“who appeaxredfortheﬁrst hme na ma;or

event, said*
He also’ expressed duumay over the'
hasty deeision of the Muntmbupa regional
trial court to arrest-De Lima. his par't3
mate. He Jamentelt that De'Lifna wag
denied her nghl‘tbd fend-herself’ agamst
the cna.ge ‘

. The former ohlef execuhve -5a0d ‘hm whi

who urged the pecple to keep the spirit = even*personally "offered Dutertehishelp - |

of EDSA alive and not to remain silent in «
" atnoon of June 30 last year. .

when he stepped out of the Malacaﬁang

“Sabiko kungkaxmma’ymal tulong

iy

. R@’brede said there1s N0 NOFE Teastn -
that thejpeople canitholda similardetno- »
era;n:u:ﬁ mevement eﬂer they fopnled late
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{ possible. We can-de so much hecause |
' of peaple power,” she said at the forum
i | organzed by Kayal\latinl ‘and Jesse Ror
- bredo Foundation. Inc. Network: :

”EDSAntes

The ‘31st anmiversary uf the EDSA

revolution was ceIebrated m varmuq
with scandals and counter- accusahons

arcasyesterday - -

At the Quirmc Gt andstand at Rlza.l
'Pat!km Manila, some 15,000 pro-Duterte
supportprs from Melro Manila and near-
by previnces converged to show support

for thepresident’s war endrugs, peverty, '

and corruplion - F oL

. Sultan ¥isoph Impal Guinto m‘ the_ ;

¢ Muslim Center in San Miguel, Manila,

. “saidjomed the EDSA celebranon at Quiri-
no Grandstand because they are willing -

to sacrifice their lives for Duterte -
" “Wag natmg harangan ang pama-
ma]akad niva sa Plhpmaa, kundi dapat
‘ ay supar‘tahan natin siya.”

. Attne EDSA Shrine. mﬂltant groups .

tinue-with the peace talks with the rebels

iv pave the way fora “radical change m, "

the-conniry .

They also caufioned the Duterte ad- o

nnmstmhon not to repeat the same mis-
-taies that define the Marcos regumre
. i The groups belong to Bayan, Alliance

" of Health Workers, AlIUPWnrkersUmnn, |

5T there ‘was ane thmg EDSA
:achleved 1t is thail, penple pOWer 15

.. Rohredo, a former human nghts_"‘t”z Tis e
Eﬁhpinas.satﬁe_spair__ . Thougfi the EDSA peo
i he dictaf

é_blé towdo i dm'mg theMarcas dmtatnr f
; ship, there.18 no ‘more: reasan wm we:

= onmpowerandnppressﬂﬁepeaple Now,

" astalerfent i
1] “Ang pagsasampangaawagawang

A Tlmog mgalugan Kifizsang |

~ Uno+Pamanfile-KV) and the Campalgn

"Agamst the Return of the Marcoses in

- Malacafiang (Carmima); ammng others

 They asked the. DutetteA ovemment o,
1 the

* the ruling elite are engaged in political ~
wrangling, hitting back at each nther

Both factions abuse.the Justwe system
for their own narrow ends. Beth are
* puilty of legal shorteuts and pnhttoa]ly
" metvated prosecutmn 3 Rey&s sa;d in
v B

kaso panahonpayan ni Arreyn.at Aquino,
Sino ang Secretary of Justice nuen?.-§i

© Liila'De Lima (The filng of trumped op

chargeswasprachcedby Arroyo, Aquino.
Who-was the secratary of Justiee then?

" LeiladeLimay; Reyesemphasuedmhm

speechduxmgtherally =
Joms Salvador, Gabriela ser*retary

' general,: a]sp-smdDeIma sarrestshows

gamere& tourge the government to con- howtheDuterte govemmenf 15 bemmmg

authoritarian.

Bayan added thaf the currPnt ad-
ministration claime its ‘netory en the
promise of change, which 1L, has yet to

* deliver (With reports from Raymund F.
" ‘Antenio, Argyll Cyrus B. Geducos, Jenny

F Manongdo, Jairnie Rose ' Abena and
Analou de Vera) SRR WS ENTT

b
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© 5 ST

By ZAIDA DELOS
REYES-PALANCA

Jawless elements were

killed when .an anti-il- °
_legal drug operation of -

government ' forces
turned into ‘encounter
yesterday morning in
Datu Paglas, Magum-

Prriag

[-’ soldlers, 2 rebs:w

Pbihppme Army’.s 331_’.1'1
Intentry Battalion (IB)
Commander Lt Colonel

- Harold Cabunoe.
TWO soldiers and two -

The 1dentities of the
wounded persons were nnot

yet avarlable as ot press %

time
Cabunoc sad the en-

counter occurred at around -

7 46 am in Bgy Lipao,

3 Datu Paglas Magmndan—
I'hlswasconﬁrmedby‘_'_' :

Iwo plawons under B

Lompa:ny ut '33‘.[@ lerd b)
1Lt Mare Fernandez and

2Lt John Marc Amndsy, .

together with PDEA ARMM
forces were conductmg an
anfi-illegal drowe operation
when they &ncountered

ments m the area
- The meident resulted m

the woundwing, a.mi arressof -
< anti-illegal drugs opétations

two slepects. -

Two soldiers were also
- spearheaded by the PDEA

wmmded 1 the mncident

‘more.or less 15 lawless ele-

{

Page.

0ou.nt;er site wmre: one M16
_11l€ and more or less 70 to
80 grams of shabui’ w1fh an

estimated  walue, sof -
P500,000 and vanoas drug -
paraphemalm =
- Oabunoe remnforced the
engaged troops and pursued
the enemjes .- - '
‘The Afray - suppqxts thc—

of the avemment harny :

‘_7«
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At Naygiunauiana P

" 3NPAleader, 10
mlyembro sumuko

GENERAL SANTOS CITY Sa
kasagsagan ng all-out wat ng militar
laban sa New Peaple’s Army (NPA), -
tatlong leader ng kilusan at 10 tagasumod
ngmga ito ang sumuko samga awtoridad
sa Malita, Davao Occidental mtong
Biyernes. -

Sinabi ni It Col Marion Angco,
commander ng 73rd Infanty Batalion, na
angmgdsamukongrebddeaymgadahng
gerilyang komunista sa kabundukan ng
Malita, Davao Occidental at Alabel,
Sarangamn

Isinuke rin ng mga rebelde ang apat
na.automat: rifle

. Ayon sa 13, napagpasyahan mlang
sumuko dahil sa matinding hirap na
dinaranas nila-sa kabundukan, lalo na
ngayong tuwrtugis sita ng militar.

Joseph Jubelag

g
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2 Maute Group member

] Two suspected members of
the Maute Group were killed by
government security forces
shortly after stealing the white
Ford Ranger XLT pick-up truck,
of 2 busmessman in Ihgan Glty
Fnday morning.

1 Capt. Jo-eml Petmglay,‘a:
_immediately reported the

~ incident to patrolling members--

Western Mindanao Gommand
‘(,WMC) spokesman, said the
darnappmg 4ook place ai 8:4b
a.m. along C-3 Road, Barangay
Ubalde Laya, in Thigan.

THE® I DALY

m!ﬂ!ﬂ ITPMM‘W

She Identlfled ~ the
businessman as 36-year-old
Othelo Adiong, who was with his
family when Maute Group
members on beard a white
Elantra stopped their vehicie at

. gunpoint and forced them out

Petinglay said Adiong

of the PNP-Special Action Force
(SAF) who then gave chase.”
As 8 security precaution, the

pollee ofheers radmed nea.rby
military units for assistance. The
latter conducted their own
pursmt operations. .. < °

The WMC spokesman said the

wlute Elantra was intercepted in

Camague Road by the PNP-SAF,
who arrested its driver Eyeman

Alonto of Marawi City, and '
turned him over o the Illgan Clty

police
Meanwhile, the white Ford

XLT was blocked near t_l‘l_E‘.'

1

- plstol
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s slain in Illgan operatlons

beundary of Tligan and Tagoloa.n.
Lanao del Norle by militiamen
under the: 4th Mechamuzed

Battallon, triggering a4 short
"'ﬂreflght that resulted in the
" death of the two suspects,

identified as Azzam Ampua Tahir
and a certain Wowie. .- -
Recovered frem the slain
suspects were an M-4 rifle with
three magazines and 60 rounds
ot ammunition and a caliber .46 :
PNA |
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BY AL JACINTO

of the local jihadist Maute group were killed
in an encounter with police commandos
and Philippine Army soldiers in Iligan City, Lanao

Z AMBOANGA CITY: Two suspected members

_del Norte on Friday. Another jihadist was captured.

- killing the attackers who were later

"+ Authorities said the fighting en- = Adiong, 36, his 62-year-old mother
sued after secutity forces intercepted  Elvira, wife Esthephanie and son were
the gunmen who stole a pickup truck  onboard the vehicle when flagged
driven by Cthelo Adiong, - down by a gloup of armed men.

0

The gunmen released the pdssengers
and drove away the truck Anothes
getaway car tailed them while the
gunmen tijed to escape.” < - -

Security forces alerted by the
incrdent set up road blocks while
policemen and soldiers pursued the
gunmen and caught up with them

identified as Azzam Ampua Tahir and
Wowie Their companion Eyeman
Alonto, a native of Maraw1 City who
was driving the ca1, was arrested.

. Major Geneial Carlito Galvez Jr,
commander of the Western Min-
danae Command, said recovered
from the slain jihadists were M4 ay-

tematic rifle and three magazines, .

including dozens of ammunition
and a caliber 45 pistol.

It was unknown whether the gang
was planning an attack o1 plotting to
carry out bombings in (hgan City. but
the Maute group has been linked by
the police and military in the series of
deadly attacks over the last twn years
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:: 2 NPA rebs todas sa bakbakan +

%+ Dalawa sa grupo ng mga rebeldeng New People’s Army .

" angnapatay makaraang makasagupa ang tropa ng militar-sa-

* liblib-sa Barangay Jebava, bayan ng Maayon, Capiz noong
Biyernes ng hapon. Sa ulat na nakarating kay Lt Col Encsen:
Rosana ngAmmy's 3™ nfaniry Dnvision, bandang atas-3 4tng.
hapennang makasagupa ng Army's61% Infantry Batiglion ang
grupo ng mga r=belde sa pamimuno ni Romule “Ka Rigan’
Gangosc Gayunman, tumagal ng 30-minuto ang bakbakan
kung saan napatay ang dalawang rebelde na patuloy na
inaalam ang pagkakakianlan. Mabilis na nagsitakas ang
mga rebelde patungo sa hindi pa malamang destinasyon na
inabandona -ang dalawang kasamahang napatay. Walang
nasugatan-o napatay sa pamig ng mga sundzalo. Nasamsam
sa encounter site ang dalawang shotgun, aalawang hand
grenaae. Joy Cantos ;
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- 2NPAtodas saengkwentrosa Capiz -

.- PATAY ang dalawang mivenibin ‘1g New-People’s Army, (NPA).
' sa *naghnagun engkwentro ga bagitan ng mylitar st mga rebelds sa -
. Maayon, Capiz . . S T e P o S, i
" Inaalam pa ng mga otoridad -ang pagkakak+lantan ng dalawang
nasawing rebelde S ATV TN '
Sa report na nakarabing sa headquarters ng 3rd Infentry Division,
, dakvng 3 40 ng hapon nang maka-enghwentro ng mga ¢lemento ng
- Scouf plaigon ng 61st Fnfaniry Buttaiion ang may 7 mga rebelde sa
Sitio Maknoy, Brgy. Jebs, Magyon, Capiz i Gl - il
- Nagpapatrulya ang mga sundalo sa pamumuno ni S8G Belarmino
-Dang masabat ang mga rebeide . - .. - : -
-~ Ang hakbakan ay tumagal ngilang minuto ikinasawi ng dalawang
rebelde habang wala niman Namatay onaswzaten sa panig ng militar
* . Marekober ng mga sundalo sa pmangyarihan ng bakbakar ang
dalawng-shotglmatdalaWaqg-gianda a1 e e

Patuloy ang isinasagawang clearing operation ng foulitar sa Iugar ng.
engkweniro at pagtugis se mga tumatakas na revelde ‘(Mark Obleada)

R
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Vice squad leader at supply officer ng NPA
sa Masbate, kabilang sa mga sumuko

Posted By: Bombo Radyo Legazpi

LEGAZP! CITY - (Update) Matinding gutom, konsensiya sa panggipit sa mga mahihirap na kababayan, takot
sa pinaigting na kampanya laban sa mga rebelde ang ilan lamang sa mga dahilan kung bakit nagdesisyon ang

limang kasapi ng New Peopie's Army (NPA) na magbalik-loob na sa pamahalaan.

Sa panayam ng Bombo Radyo Legazpi kay Capt. Joash Pramis, tagapagsalita ng Sth Infantry Division, nabatid
na personal pang nakaharap ng mga ito ang commander ng 9th ID na si Major Gen. Manolito Orense matapos
na sumuko sa headquarters ng Philippine Army sa Brgy. Bacolod, Milagros, Masbate.

Naibunyag pa nitong may hinawakang posisyon ang ilan sa mga ito kung saan mayroong vice squad ieader at
supply officer.

Kinondena naman ni Pramis ang proseso ng recruitment ng kilusan matapos mabatid na 16-anyos pa lamang
ng makalahok ang isa sa mga ito na nakapasilbi rin ng dalawang taon sa NPA.

Sa ngayon, pino-proseso na ang pagsailalim ng mga ito sa comprehensive local integration program (CLIP)
gayundin ang makukuhang halaga mula sa mga isinukong armas mula sa P45,000 hanggang P60,000.

Bukod pa sa naturang halaga, makakatanggap rin ang mga ito ng P7,000 food allowance habang hinihintay pa
ang immediate assistance mula sa local government unit na aabutin umano ng P15,000.

Samantala, umaasa si Pramis na magsilbi sana itong wake-up call sa mga kababayang nalilinlang na pumasok
sa kilusan upang magbalik na sa tunay na tungkulin sa lipunan.

Y
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‘Mga rebeldeng NPA na bumaba umano sa 1
bayan sa CamSur nagdadala ng pangamba
sa mga residente

Posted By: Bombo Radyo Naga

NAGA CITY — Pinawi ng 9th Infantry Division, Philippine Army ang pangamba ng mga residente sa bayan ng
Siruma, Camarines Sur dahil sa presensiya umano ng mga rebeldeng New People’s Army (NPA).

lto’v kaugnay ng lumabas na mga balitang bumaba umano sa naturang bayan ang mga miyembro ng NPA
mula sa bayan ng Tinambac.

'Sa panayam ng Bombo Radyo Naga kay Capt. Joash Pramis, chief ng Division of Public Affairs Office (DPAQ)
'ng 9th Infantry Division Philippine Army, sinabi nito na mayroon silang natanggap na mga impormasyon hinggil
sa nasabing mga report ngunit tumanggi muna itong magbigay ng detalye.

‘ito’y upang hindi aniya maapektuhan ang ginagawang operasyon ng mga militar.

Ayon kay Pramis, nagpapatuioy pa ang kanilang mga military operations upang mapigilan ang anumang
planong pang-aatake ng makakaliwang grupo.

Samantala, sa hiwalay naman na panayam sa isang elected official sa bayan ng Siruma, sinabi nito na
natatakot ang mga tao na lumabas sa kanilang bahay at pagbyahe dahil sa pangamba na madamay sa

anumang plano ng rebeldeng NPA,

Nabatid na nitong nakaraang araw, nagpalabas nang kautusan ang mismong alkalde ng naturang bayan na
maagang pauwiin ang mga empleyado at estudyante upang matiyak ang seguridad at kaligtasan ng mga ito

matapos matanggap ang nasabing impormasyon.

4
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Iglesia says army to stand down for
captive's safe release

From the Sun Star-Cagayan de Oro

IGLESIA Filipina Independiente bishop Felixberto Calang said the 4th Infantry Division (4iD) of the Philippine
Army is open fo suspending military operations or to issuing a stand-down order to soldiers when captive
Police Officer 2 Anthony Natividad is released by the New People’s Ammy (NPA).

"Actually, we already had meetings with Major General Benjamin Madrigal, the 4ID commander, where he
agreed to suspend temporarily their operations where Natividad will be freed," Calang said.

Calang added that the NPA asked for a stand-down order on where Natividad will be released.

. Captain Krisnen Peter Sarsagat, 41D acting spokesperson, said negotiations are still ongeing but said they are
. open to granting the request of the third party facilitators but with the guidance from Army higher headquarters.

"We will et the crisis management committee decide for that proposal and we will also be guided from higher
headquarter for the suspension of military operations. As of now ongoing pa ang negotiation (negotiation is
ongoing) but we are gratefui for the efforts of the third parties for the benefit of releasing the captives," he said.

Sarsagat said they remain in condemning the atrocities by the NPA rebels, such as hoiding captive law
enforcement officers.

Ka Cesar Renerio, spokesperson of the National Democratic Front-North Central Mindanao Region said they
are "very eager” to start the negotiations and fast-track the release of Natividad. Renerio also assured
~ Natividad's family that he is safe and well-taken care of. - o

. "Among ipasalig kanila ang maayo namong pag-atiman kaniya subay sa mga lagda sa Geneva Conventions

- kalabot sa mga lagda paglunsad og pakiggubat ug sa bag-o palang naoperasyunalisa nga Comprehensive
Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, (We guarantee that he is being

treated well and in accordance to both the Geneva Conventions and the newly operational Comprehensive

Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law),” Renerio said.

Renerio added that they also empathize with the longing of the families of their detained colleagues who have
been in the prison for trumped up criminal charges.

S
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6 more NPA rebels yield in Davao region

From the Philippine News Agency

A total of six rebels of the New People’s Army (NPA) in the Davao region have surrendered to authorities, the
Philippine Army has reporied.

One of the NPA rebels yielded to the Army in Compostela Valley last Thursday, and another five gave
themselves up to authorities on Friday morning in Davao Occidental, 10th Infantry (Agila) Division chief

information officer, Capt. Rhyan Batchar, said.

Batchar identified the rebels by their aliases -- Jany, 23; Rudy, 20; Richard, 25; Brix, 18; Bunso, 18; and Egan,
18.

“We need to keep their identities as of the moment for security reasons. They are also being processed for
possible assistance from the government,” he said.

Batchar added that Jany, a resident of Calinan, Davao City, had served as squad leader of guerrilla front 33.

He turned himself in o the 25th Infantry Battalion and the Philippine National Police (PNP) in Montevista town,
Compostela Valley.

Rudy, a team leader, and Richard are from Datal Anggas, Alabel, Sarangani province; Brix and Bunso, both
. Tesidents of Pinalpalan, Malita, Davao Occidental, had served as team leader and vice-team leader,
respectively; and Egan, a resident of Pangaleon also in Malita town, was a squad political guide, who also

. turned over an M-16 Armalite rifle.

! The five, all members of guerrilla front 71 operating in the provinces of Sarangani and Davao Occidental, gave
. themselves up to troopers of the 73rd Infantry Battalion in Malita.

'~ Batchar said they decided to return as their families and communities all shared the difficulties they
experienced while in the Communist movement.

“The Communist leaders failed (to keep) their promisés. Hardships and fear prompted them to retumn to the fold
of the law. They are now in their respective custodial units for interview,” he added.

Maij. Gen. Rafael Valencia, 10th ID commander, said NPA members are encouraged to return to the fold of the
law and avail of the government's program.

"The NPA, which is never a people's army, has become a nuisance propaganda army of the Communists,
hence their members have become unwitting pawns of the aging CPP (Communist Party of the Philippines)
leaders wallowing in the comforts of foreign lands,” Valencia pointed out.

Batchar said a total of 33 NPA rebels have already left the Communist movement since February 1.
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SECURITY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT IN DUTERTE'S FIRST 7 MONTHS
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" & S s By RENE ACOSTA . Among others,” these events
= G e Y e e . i g : i
i ¥l Sl o TR T were the Presidents campaign

against terrorism in- "Mindanao,

- ] . N JU.IY AlaSt year Pr eSident D Uter te - r with an explicit orde: to the mili-
§ launched his bloody war against illegal tary ol the problem th soonet
A drugs, a campaign that human-rights. - gﬁfé?t:qiﬁeihfaast}{tiﬁﬁ;
‘advocates claimed has resulted in the - ©"7/." andRussiaat the center. , o0
systematic killings of lowly drug peddiers  iaer—seven months fo be oxa

However. sevéral  months

L v . _ = BT neady all .of these unprecedented.
and 'suspected drug users, especially in - e i
Metro Manila ; Duterte administration’s thrust of .
M@tro M anﬂa‘ Y T | : governance, appear to have crum-
e S — Bled, 1f not ebbed to theirlovest.
| Byen before that, Duterte has = ... These major initiatives, which All but:one—the steer toward

also unofficially mump-started the . - even buoyed the President’s popular- China and Russia—remam on an
‘peace talks with communist rebels - ity at least at the home front, were uphill Meantime, the fight against
“through the National Democratic later followed up by Duterte with terrorism, under the leadership
Front of the Philippines (NDEF), equally important undertakings, but of the Armed Forces of the Phal-
which ‘continued: months into his . still in the areas of security, law en- ippines (AFP) Chief of ‘Staff Gen.

official Palace term without a hitch. - forcement and even diplomacy . CONTINUED ONA2

K
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Eduaidm M. Anﬂ,ﬂqf
temptmg to pench

med“that the sﬂenung of the fruns w1th the
,re"bnls couid free 1t up from the main bulk of

) amd all left leanmg.gmups P th:e :
country,‘goes baek to the negotiabiny - ta- . Iy contamed in Mmdanao,
blex~for whuch the latter must also do'its - - srattered across the coun' r
share—the \_ountrvs secur ity landsl_ape L
wﬂl TEMAIN 1N tatters e S

+ As it ispow, the cnnﬂlct with the New & _
Peoples Army (NPA), the améd wing of % would ﬁmlly' ;
the Communist Party of the Phulippmes '-'_ longest irysitrger it
(CPP), wll revert. fhemlhtaryta isorginal 5 o el 1as.bu
thizge miternal campalgn focus—the Moro ‘relatmns.‘ligp ﬂaﬁ&pzd m*;ﬂ%‘t Yeaders,
rebellion, terrorism i the“South and the i, even exc.];ﬁ . tﬁ'e éB Kl.ﬂl die"for h1m, %

comtnum*:ﬁmpnnd 1nsurgencv By

Chma, as the Comman&er n Chlef hnb al—

teadylostmterest TRV T g SR i
. atd the moribund telks w1th the . £ augn’pla formter—

NDFD was_ resuscitated by the Duterte ™ mal- :.ecunty@pezatlbns under the six-year -

"admmmfmtlon’ ‘the AFP. listed ‘!he CPp= o term of 1ts current Commander in Chief,

1L group in the & E:ye De'relopmeg; 'Support and Security-

; gt (DSSP} Kapavipaan, which replaced

- the IPSP Bayanihan, was geared toward the
Both Defense, Secretarv Delnn N " peace negotiations and shifted the soldiers’
Lorenzana and Afio have '-'xplessegl readr . fncus to the security problem in Mindanao,
ness by the government to reengage the .~ . It was the first time the nsurgency
NDEP in peace negotiat;ons, but without iy was given less emphasis in the eampalgn,,
preconditions from the Jatter They said -7 plan of the military :
xebelsmust alsd stop thewr attacks ...« = = Princupally, the DSSP Kapayapaan
~** Lorenzana evén'satd the gover nmént’ - mandated the AFP to carry out sustamed
-ovla statf back~channe1mg tcllks ‘withs " operations i order to neutralize foreign
NDFP negotiators, ~ .o =i +.and local terrorist orgamizations, actively

- The Lefthas taken up the challenge by ¢ support the Philippine National Police 1n
ordenng therelease of its six prwuners et 7 the war agamst illegal drugs; chip 1 to
wag that 1t ,anatcheel mxarmue -ﬂperatmps the promotion of peace; and contnbute to
arcund the countr ;day_s afte: ! " nation-building
fore the rollapse ¢ é1: ; +.0 "The leftists have no'rhmg to worry

- Andin respense ‘ta"ﬁ]ae call taiE Lurenza- about, In fact, we expect them to cooperate
na for a cease in then’ attacke, the rebels 7 _with us, so that we can work out the attam— ,
also called fora halt to the nuiﬂarys mass-- .- ment of a permanent and lasting peace,” ( X
mg of 'ttoops or at least theirs ipresence U:h- ' "Ano even said then
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- Ihe termination of the talks with the
I‘JDFP led to the increase mn the number of
encounters with the NPA which not too
long ago was already on its way to being
considered as a speat force by the military.

_ Lorenzana said the lull in the nego-
tiations has been used by the NPA o re-
cruit and increase its armed members to
-5,000, although the military leadership has
pegged it at 3,700. "

"On the other hand, Afio said at least
30 firefights with rebels have also oc-
curzed since the talks. were termlnated
on February 4.

Antiterror drive
THE government’s resumption of hos-
tilities with communist rebels now raises

COMMUNIST rebel negotiator Fidel V. Agcaoili (feft) and chief
Philippine negotiator Silvestre H, Bello lll shake hands after
-5igning a joint statement on what has been achieved in the third

o

skeptlcmm“ whether it could end the ter- -

torism prohlem with the ASG, the BIFF
and the Maute Group, which are all now
working under an [515 fag under Com-
mander Isnilon Hapilon, since forees
would be spread thinly and distract the
military’s operational focus.

The AFF has a six-month deadline
to “strategically” Jdefeat all the terror-

15t groups, with the self-imposed time
frame having been sketched before the
termination of the megotiatione with’

the communists. -
But military public-affairs office
chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said the dead-

line was drawn by the military, regurd-

less of the outcome of the talks with the
communist rebels.

14
| J

i r-xevrmen and Abducted seven. others

=

»> 3

In fact, Arevalo said that, when the
DSSP Kapayapaan was crafted and un-
veiled, it factored in any possibilities. any

contingencies over.the nqgonauons.m&,_.

the Left.
Over the past few weeks, the nnhtary
killed ASG members in Suli and Tawr-

. - Taw, but the terrorist group responded by
- threatening to behead 1ts 70-year-old Gar:
_* man captive by February 26 unless a P30-
++% milhion ransom 1s met

1. Early this week a Vietnamese wessai

'v;vas alss attacked by armed men, belieyed

‘to be ASG members, and killed one of. zflzs-

Y

. Brug campargn SRR
. OF ali-the m.ltla.tlves that were mmate&ty
thegmmment 1t was the drive against illes
" yal drugs by the PNF, which occupes the core
focus of the Duterte admmastratmr- that re-
cerved the most beating.

Literally, 1t did not only raise cnti-
cisms, but it was dropped in an instant by
Duterte after 1t was irpplemented for seven
months :

- Last July the President set a dead].me
of six months to lick the country of its.nar~
cotics problem through the PNP, but he ex-
tended it for another six months. .~ .- 3~

The campaign, however, had been nured
by pelice scalawags, prompting Duterte toe-
clate it will cover his entire term,

In the meantime, the antidrugs drive
has beeni solely given to the Philippine
Drug Entorcement Agency, with the mili-

tary tasked to support the effort.

As the President goes back to square

“one in all of his initiatives, the rountry‘

spins into a declining “Philippine team,” -
as former President Fidel V Ramos h}s
Jdeclared.
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e '.mcludmg barangays w1th hlgh concentra— -

fireurrus on patrol here, don’t .

be alarmed. They have been de-
;ployed to help the puhce mamtam peace
-and-order.

EBU (‘ITX Ifynu see u.mformed
military men armed with: long

At least 88 members of the Armed

Forees of the Philippines (AFF) are now
visible in-Cebu City’s public areas such as
major roads temmals, ports and malls

e

20

tion of reported illegal achvities. ...
Cebu City. Councilor Dave Tumulak,
* the city's deputy mayor 'for police: mat-
_ters, urged the public net to be alarmed
" by the presence of the uniformed soldiers

" because the purpose of the deployment is
mainly for public safety and order X

The soldiers will hold joint operations
with the pelice, such as foot. patrol, police-
military visibility, and vanoua community
outreach activities.
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"AMBOAN(JA CITY- .- claborate on the status of
The:re 15 1o letup n mulitary  their nperations even as
operations agminst Abu - . hegave assurance they ="
Sayyaf bandts to prevent, - aw determined to stop +he
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AFP chief joins wreath-laying ceremony in
reople PowerMonument

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, Feb. 25 (PNA) — Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Arfio participated
in the wreath-laying ceremony at the People Power Monument in Quezon City Saturday.

. This was one of the activities heid to commemorate the 31st anniversary of the first EDSA People Power
‘revoit.

fAﬁo was the host of the ceremony, while former executive secretary Eduardo Ermita was the honoree
‘representing former president Fidel V. Ramos. '

*“The AFP will continue to play a major part in commemorations like this of the EDSA People Power Revolution,

?not only during ceremonial activities and in securing the venue but in imbibing the lessons of unity, nationalism,
patriotism and fortitude. These are the very same values that make the AFP a dependable institution and a

force to reckon with,” AFP public affairs chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said.

:;To ensure the safety and security of the EDSA anniversary activities, the AFP through the Joint Task Force
National Capital Region (JTF-NCR) has activated the Joint Task Group EDSA (JTG EDSA), which is

responsible for security operations during the national celebration.

‘:‘The Joint Task Group EDSA is composed of about 200 security personnel from the JTF-NCR and Major
Services. The task group actively coordinated with the NCRPO (National Capital Region Police Office) and
MMDA (Metro Manila Development Authority) to cover the security aspect of the ceremonies and ensure the

safety of our peopie who joined,” Arevalo said.
The JTG EDSA included civil disturbance management, K-9 and explosive ordnance disposal, medical, and
mobility teams.

A quick response force was on standby to respond to any disruptive activity.

The AFP also provided the ceremonial elements and medical teams for the pre-anniversary activities that
began Wednesday. The military’s participation is in support of the EDSA People Power Commission and the
Spirit of EDSA Foundation.

Among the activities provided with manpower and security were the wreath-faying ceremony at the Libingan ng
mga Bayani on Wednesday, and anniversary Mass and awarding ceremony in Camp Aguinaldo on Friday.

{PNA)
CVL/PFN
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2 suspected Maute men killed, another
captured in Lanao del Norte

By: Jaime Sinapit, interAksyon
February 25, 2017 4:37 PM

MANILA - Reports reaching Manila indicated that government troops on Friday kilied two suspected Maute
terrorist group gunmen, and captured another, in two separate checkpoint operations, after the suspects
attempted a carjacking incident at lligan City in Lanao del Norte.

Captain Jo-Ann Petinglay, spokesperson of the Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom), said Azzam
Ampua Tahir and a certain "Wowie" were killed in a shootout with soldiers and members of civilian auxiliary
unit at a checkpoint near the city limits of lligan City.

The shootout was foliowed by the arrest of another suspect in a dragnet operation along Camague Road.
Petinglay identified the suspect as Eyeman Alonto, a native of Marawi City.

"Alonto was intercepted on hoard a white_Hyundai Elantra. The carwas-usad by niis group in flagging down a
white Ford Ranger XLT pick-up. Tahir and Wowie were on board the Ranger when intercepted by our
soldiers," Petinglay disclosed.

The Adiongs were on their way to their store when stopped by the gunmen.

At around 8:45am, along C3 road in Barangay Ubaido Laya, lligan City, the armed suspects on board an
Elantra forced the Ranger to a stop, and at gunpoint forced businessman Othelo Adiong, 36, who was driving
the car to step out from the car, Petinglay said.

Adiong's mother, Elvira Adiong, 62, his wife Esthepanie Adiong, and their son were also ordered to disembark.
After divesting their victims of personal belongings, two of the suspects escaped on board the Ford Ranger
while ancther one headed in the opposite direction on board the Elantra.

"The prompt response of the government forces, as well as the quick coordination made by the police with the
military, led to the successful neutralization and arrest of the suspects and the recovery of their firearms,”
Petinglay said.

She said that, in the encounter with the two dead suspects, the troops recovered from them an M4 rifle with
three magazines and 60 rounds of ammunition and a caliber .45 pistol.

"I assure the public that the government forces will continue to look after cities and communities so that these
bad elements will not be able to freely conduct any atrocities," said Westmincom commander Major General

Carlito Galvez Jr.
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7 NPA members surrender in Palawan

Published February 25, 2017 3:29pm

Seven members-of-the-NewPeople’'s Atmy sumendered—tothe Armed Forces of the Philippines’ Western
Command (Wescom) in Puerto Prinsesa, Palawan last Friday.

Wescom said in a statement on Saturday that the seven rebels were members of the Sub-Regional Military
Area-Guerrilla Unit 5 (SRMA-GU 5).

| Four of them came from Batak Tribe, whose members were allegediy hounded by the NPA to join their ranks.

Wescom said that according to the rebels, their unit was responsible for attacking various government projects
and business establishments, and that they engaged in extortion activities.

According to Wescom, the rebels decided to surrender because of alleged corruption among their jeaders.

f"mlay kasama po kami na itinakas po ang pera ng reboiusyon at ilan-ilan lamang sifa ang nakikinabang sa mga
Jpinagpaguran ng marami sa amin," the military quoted one of the rebels as saying.

They also said that the ceasefire gave them room to think about whether to retum to war.
The rebels who surendered underwent a medical check-up at Camp General Artemio Ricarte Station Hospital.

;Lrhey will also benefit from the Local Social Integration Program and Comprehensive Local Integration
Program organized by the local government and Wescom.

Wesmm Commander Lt. Gen Raul del Rosario said that the military is open to helping the "returnees" start
new lives,

He also called on other members of the communist group to cooperate with the government.

"Tuloy po ang ating panawagan sa mga kasama nila, na iwanan na ang pakikibaka at magbalik-loob na.
Huwag po kayong matakot. Huwag po kayong maniwala sa mga pananakot ng inyong mga kasamahan. May
magandang simula po ang naghihintay para sa inyo,” he said. ~-Jessica Bartolome/ALG, GMA News
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AFP to add another battalion to guard Davao’s
perimeters

From the oftentimes pro-CPP oniine publication the Davao Today

oi. Bernard Neri, commander of Task Force Davao during the City Peace and Order Council meeting held in Davao City
last Thursday, Feb. 23 says terrorism threat in the city remains high at level 3. (Paufo C. Rizal/davaotoday.com)

The Armed Forces would detail another battalion here to guard its perimeters, the Davao City Public Safety
and Security Command Center here has announced. '

Retired Army generaf and current DCPSSCC chief, Benito de Leon admitted that the recent skirmishes
- between soidiers and the communist rebels at the city's outskirts have raised important concem to the city’s

- security forces.

—“We have certain-skirmishes that have nappened-as a result-of the-suspension of the peacetaks and this is
- challenging the government. It is just sad to note that this is happening in the city,” De Leon referring to the
- armed encounter with the New Peopie’s Army in two districts here, Calinan and Pagquibato, on February 186.

The encounter claimad the lives of two govemment troops and three guerrilla fighters. Meanwhile, 15
government soldiers were also injured in a landmine allegedly set-off by the NPAs in Barangay {_amanan in

Calinan district.

. “The city has a very big area far from the metropolitan area but it is still the city. So we have skirmishes and
that is part of our security concems perpetrated by, shall we say members of the NPA,” De Leon said.

De Leon clarified that they are dealing also with other armed groups, but “not as urgent as the NPA”".

'Meanwhile, Col. Bemard Neri said there was no problem as far as the security of the downtown area is
concerned, but clarified that the terrorism threat level remains “high” at level 3.

‘Neri said the security in the city is “very manageable” given the number of security personnel depioyed.

"It will not only be Task Force Davao that will be involved in the security of the celebration of the 80th Araw ng
Dabaw. It will be an Armed Forces [effort] headed by the Joint Task Force Haribon,” Neri said.

Apart from the army component, some 3,000 police personnel will also be deployed in key points of the city to
secure the festivities. .2(_()
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2 Maute members killed in lligan City

Carmela Fonbuena

SUSTAINED OPERATIONS VS TERROR. Military sustains operations against local terrorist groups in Central Mindaneo.
File Photo by Pat 8. Roque/Rapoler

MANILA, Philippines — Two suspected members of the local terrorist group Maute were killed and one was
arrested in lligan City on Friday, February 24, after state forces foiled a carnapping attempt in one of
Mindanao's industrial hubs.
Major General Carlito Galvez Jr, the newly appointed chief of the Western Mindanao Command (Wesmincom),
highlighted the effective police and military coordination in stopping atrocities in the area where armed groups
linked with the foreign terrorist group Isiamic State (ISIS) operate.
The members of the local terrorist group on Friday sfipped to the nearby city in a Hyundai Elantra from their lair
in neighboring Lanao del Norte, flagged down an lfigan-bound Ford Ranger XLT pick up along C3 Road in
-Barangay Ubaldo Laya, and forced an entire family out of the car.
The victims, including a 62-year-old woman, reported the incident to the police, which promptly coordinated
with the military on the ground.
A shootout ensued as the Maute members in the pick up - identified as Azzam Ampua Tahir and a certain
"Wowie - fired at soldiers manning checkpoints as they headed io their lair in Lanao de! Norte.
They were intercepted and killed in the boundary of lligan City and Tagoloan by the 4th Mechanized Battalion
of the Army's Mechanized Infantry Division. An M4 rifle with 3 magazines and 60 rounds of ammunition and a
Caliber .45 pistol were recovered, according to the military.
Meanwhile, the Philippine National Police Special Action Force (SAF) chased the Elantra which continued its
way to lligan City, and was able to arrest the driver, identified as Eyeman Alento from Marawi City, along
Camague Road.
“The prompt response of the govemment forces, as well as the quick coordination made by the police with the
military, have led to the successful neutralization and arrest of the members of the terror group and the
recovery of their firearms,” said Galvez.
"l am assuring the public that the government forces will continue to look after cities and communities so that
these bad elements will not be able to freely conduct any atrocities," the Wesmincom chief added.
The military intensified operations in Central Mindanao as it aims to significantly reduce the capacity of two of
the I1S1S-linked terror groups, the Maute Group in Central Mindanao and the Abu Sayyaf Group in Southern
Mindanao.
The military claimed Abu Sayyaf senior leader isnilon Hapilon has joined the Maute Group in Central
Mindanao. He was reported to be severely wounded in one of the air strikes conducted in the area.
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'Successes’ vs terror group

The military and the police claimed several other successful operations against the Abu Sayyaf this week.
They claimed fo have "narrowed" the movements of the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu after Joint Task Force Sulu
recovered a high-powered firearm abandoned after a clash in Barangay Paligi in Indanan, Sulu, on Thursday,

February 23.
The 16th Infantry Battalion recovered in a clearing operation an M16A1 Armalite rifle with 8 magazines and

123 rounds of ammunition.
On Wednesday, February 22, the Navy reported that it foiled the Abu Sayyaf's sea—}acklng attempt against the

Panamanian-flag MV Dong Hae Star.

The crew of the Panamian ship monitored biack speedboats pursuing them off the waters of Pearl Bank. They
supposedly desisted from chasing them after Navy patrol ships appeared in response to the distress call.

On Monday, February 20, Joint Task Force Tawi-Tawi also claimed to have killed Abu Sayyaf spotter Al
Abdullah in a firefight off the waters of Bakungan, Turtle island in Tawi-Tawi.

Abdullah reportedly hosted Abu Sayyaf members in his house in the remote island. Galvez said his death is a
"big setback" for the terrorist group that is notorious for kidnapping foreigners in those waters. ~ Rappler.com
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