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By MigueE R. Camus
@ g’uelrcamusINQ

What a'.dszerence one month
miakes: -
“In. Decembeér, Commission
Flections ' {Comelec) Chair
Andres Bautista basked in the
glow.of an agency that was
Hailed globally as the Electoral
Commission of the Year for the
ssful May g, 2016, polls.
. - Amonth later, he was facing
potential criminal prosecution
- over the March 2016 hacking of
the: ‘Comelec website that has
since been described as one of
- the worst breaches of a govern-
ment-controlled database.
E -The National Privacy Com-

negligence” under the Data Pri-
vacy Act of 2012, or Repubhc Act
No. 10173 T

. /This came to light foliowmg
an investigation of a “data
breach” from March 20 to 27
list year. The breach exposed
almest 77 million voter regis-
tration records, Sensitive infor-
mation, such as voters’ full
names, addresses, passport
details and birthdays were
posted on online platforms and
a website that has since been
taken down.

So notoripus was the event
that it even has its own name:
Comeleak.

: tl*%

dofi: Thursday that..

" Bautista had committed “gross “did it fail:

Mapa said.

Criminal prosecution -

" At a press briefing on Thurs-
day, privacy cominission offi-
cials, led by Commissioner Ray-
mond Liboro and Deputy Com-

missioner” Dondi - Mapa, - an-
D]OHT_IC° that eyidence to aid in

(DO]), whlch was expected to
pursue the case.

The ofﬁcw.ls were qmck to
note that the breach did not
compromise, in any Way, the
May g elections.”

“The Comelec, in fact, pro-
tected the vote The question is,
in its zeal to protect the vote,

'No data,prqt_é_ctiénofﬁcer'

The privacy commission
probe found that the Comelec

indeed failed in this regard and
its decision dated Dec. 28, 2016,
detailed how the Comelec and
Bautista violated several provi-
sions of the Data Privacy Act.

. The privacy commission
was organized last year, and its
implementing rules took effect
in August 2016.

According to the findings,
the Comelec did not even have
basic data privacy principles, as

't the Vcter’?"

it had no existing policy cover-
ing data privacy and even
lacked a data protection officer.

“What is clear is the lack of
appreciation on the part of the
Comelec chair that data protec-

“tion is miore - than just imple-

menting security measures, but
must begin from the time of col-

lection -of personal data, to its:

subsequent use and processing
up to its storage and destruc-
tion,” the privacy commission
said in its decision

“Absent within the Comelec
was any policy on how to hold,
collect, classify and store infor-
mation in a safe manner and ac-
cording to the law,” Liboro said.
"We did not recommend the
prosecution of Chair Bautista
just because Comelec’s data was
breached.”
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e Mmgatexxsks
Liboro added that while ‘no
system was impregnable in case

of an online attack, the mea-

_sures outlined under the 1
TCould THifigate THOSE TIsKE T

The. privacy  commission;
said “with dismay” that “there’

was no officer who took respon-
sibility for maintaining data pri-
vacy “and protection, and for.
compliance with éata pnvacy.
and pmtecn{m laws::

ta protectmn officer, it ifalls . ..

upon the head of the ageney to_ .~ = o
engure’ comphance 4 the dec1— " the Comelec web51te mc}udmg
*_information from voters’ data-

‘bases; from March 20 to 27

sion sald

The * breach hit several‘_
databases according to the pri-

vacy commission.

There was the voter data-

base in the Precinct Finder web

application with 753 million
records, the database in the Post © -
Finder with 1.28 miltion records,

the - iRehistro database with,

139,301 records, the firearms
bah+database with~ 806,992

records {20,485 firearms’ serial.
e ‘to file-sharing . platforms.

pumbers} and the Comelec
personnel database, w1th 1,267
records.

The . privacy comm1ssmn '
said the database in the Precinct

Finder contained. complete
names, birthdays, gender, civil
status, address, birthplace, dis-

lastyear e

On March. 27, a group called
Anonymous PH claimed to
have defaced the homepage of
the Comelec’s website. That
same evemng, a group called
LulzSec Plhpmas said it down-

- loaded the entire Comelec web-
“site and extracted files totalmg

‘320 gigabytes....

The files were then upload—

The Comelec got wind of the

" act when the information went
viral online. .

“These ‘data are most likely
in the hands of criminal ele-
ments, and may be used at any

“Himein the near or far future for

-abilities, voter 1D, voter. regis _‘
tration record numbers, among - Commis:

other information.

Passport, tax ID info o

"The Post Finder apphcanon .
had even more details, such .

as passport information,
biometrics description, taxpay-
ers’ identification numbers,
mailing addresses, citizenship,
names of spouses, voting
history, profession, height,
weight and physical identify-
ing marks.

The privacy cominission
said “unknown actors” using
different networks and IP ad-
dresses extracted contents from

Corrective measures
The commission also or-
dered several “corrective mea,m
sures” for the Comelec.
It ordered the Comelec to

appoint a data protection offi-

cer within one month, conduct
an agency-wide privacy impact
assessment within two months,
and create a privacy manage-
ment program and breach
management procedure in
three months.

The commission also recom-
mended that the DOT open an
investigation, under the Cyber-

crime Preventmn At uf s

finding that one of the” compu

ers used in “the Comelec: tiata: :
‘hreach tad an IP address Tegis-
tered with the National Bureaut v

of Investigation.
In the same decision, the

privacy commission said there
was not enough evidence to rec-
" ommend a criminal complaint

against Comelec officials Chris-

tmn Limn (commmsmner) Al Par- :

ientmo Jr. (executive d1rector)

and James Jimenez {director).

The comtnission said Secs

tion 26 of the Data Privacy Act

detailed a prison term of three .
to six vears and  a fine of

Psoo,000 to P4 mitlion.
‘Section 36 added penalties

for an offender who is also a

..public officer—disqualification .
- from public office for a p ’
" equivalent to double the termof |

the criminal penalty.

Sought for comment, former
Comelec Commissioner Gus
. Lagman, an IT expert, said the
poll body should follow the pri--

vacy commission’s recommei-
dations to protect the data of
millions of voters.

“This is information we are
tatking about. This is just as im-

‘portant as money. They should

really implement features so

that those databases are nhot -~

hacked and leaked,” Lagman
said, —WITH A REPORT FROM JULIE
M. AURELIO INQ

riod
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Why we have to double !:nple our prepa—
rations sa security,” he said,

- Presidential spokesman Ernestu
~.Abella confirmed that the intel: } _1_ 2

: rumored to be connected to the ISIS
group... Baka mag—retahate yun angi.: '

Sible dlsturbances” dumng the feast of

tion of the feast of the Black Nazarene
will push through as scheduled on Janu-
ary 9, with Sueno assuring that police
and military: ‘forces have been mobilized
to ensure the safety of the devotees..
] do not think the government will
advise for the- cancellation-of this tra-
ditional practlce whu:h has long been

.dorie since how many years ago; so.we, .
our preparatm

“will just try our best to reaily keep-our
people safe,” Sueno said in a Palace

press briefing.
“Thatis why e have the PNP (Phﬁ

ippine Natjonal Police), the military -

{Armed Forces of the Philippines) and
other armed groups in our government
to really help contain, or maintain peace
and order,” he added. B

Abella likewise assured that sev-
eral government agencies will “work
together” to secure the rellglous cel-
ebration.

“They include the Phﬂlpp1ne Na_
tional Police, the Armed Forces of

ligence commumty has warned of “pos—

- the thhppmes the Phﬂlppme Coast

Guard, Department of Public Works
and Highways, Department of Health

' . and Manila Cily Department of Public

Services which have al laid out their

_plans in conjunction, in ceoperation, to

keep the devotees of the Black Naza-
rene safe,” Abella said.

*“We are moving everyﬁung, Iahat
ng preparations ginagawa nanatin. We
are not leaving anything to chanee... As
long as we lmow thatthere is a threat,

~we consider:it big.. already that's why.
o'ur -also: blg,’.’ Suen(r .

saxd

' MPD' 99.08 ready s

“We are 99.99 percent ready. "Yimg .01
percent, ibinibigay ko na sa Panginoon,”
Chief Superintendent Joel Coronel,
Manila Police Distriet (MPD)director,
said during the last of the series of press
briefings for this year’s Traslacion..

Over 4,000 policemen and 650
Army soldiers are set to be deployed
to ensure the security of the devotees.
Coronel said some will be deployed
even before the procession for the pre-
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“Toaslacion Actvities.
The AFP said it has already made

" arrangements with'the PNP on how it -~

can support the police in securing the
feast of the Black Nazarene. . .

- AFP Public Affairs Office’ (PAO)
chief Marine Col. Edgard ‘Arevalo said
thatitwill also continye to seckithe as-
sistance of the people in ensuring that

' the festivities will be shielded from any

form:of violence: i

Eduardo Afto, has already mentioned

that the AFP is ready for this particular .

event,” Arevalo said.

‘De'spitethesecuritythreéts, Sueno =iliilie . .
- How Maguid was killed -

remains hopeful nothing untoward will

happen during the religious activity in "7
- “-gpokesman of the Central Mindanao -

-regional police, said Maguid was killed
" during an operation at 12:10 am. at

Metro Manila. : -

i MGodloves the Philippi essomuch,” .
- he said, believing the nation will be -

placed under Divine protection..

“Intensified anti-criminality

- Coronel said they will launch in- -

tensified anti-criminality operations
within the vieinity of the procession -
Intramuros, Ermita, Malate, Binondo,
Sta Cruz, and Quiapo.

in public.

i Hesadded ‘that while ;t‘h_ere,_is_ no:i
liquor ban, there wiil be'dn aggressive
police operation against those drinking

e was shot bt

i g would-like-to-show-the people. ...

‘that the procession is a solemn rite. It's

“ sreligious affair, "Di natin papayagan na

“may mga lasing na nanggugulo like in

| previous years,” he said. “We willstart

this tonight para mapakita natin na

Pertnitto carry suspension’

apital Region Police Office (NCRPO)

4So far we alréady havemadeinitial - irector, said he has recommended the -

- arrangements with the PNPon how we
will be able to help them in providing ;
security to the devotees of the Black P

‘Nazarene and our Chief of Staff, Gen. T 4r General Ronald dela Rosa.. 7o

“48-hour suspension of the permit to
“.carry firearms in the city of Manila fo
- ‘Philippine National Police chief Direc-

.. The proposed suspension, he said,
will start from 8 a.m. of January togam.
-of January 10, -

" Meanwhile, Supt. Romeo Galgo,

‘the Angel Beach Resort in Barangay

-~ Kitagas, Kiamba, Sarangani after
“intefligence operatives confirmed his

‘presence in the area.

i But as security forces try to ar-
rest four people whom they chanced .
upon inside the beach resort, Maguid

“veportedly ran toward the area where

‘s guns were placed. It was then that

" 1t is not certain at t'hi's'p'oint':%hy
‘they were there. All we know ig that this

king dadalo ay dapat mananglangin.”

~wereseized:;.

Director Oscar Albayalde, National : re seize : e
- ‘Authorities are hoping o get vital

~faron Bi Recuenco; Franci

Maguid was very.elusi
mobile,” said Galgo.
.. Arrested during the operation were
Matahata Dislawe; Ismael Sahak, and

_ Morhaban Veloso. Two armalite rifles

that include a Bushmaster, a hand

grenade, passports, ablack sweatshirt

1

afa Philip-
iments

information on the documents seized
-as well as the content 1 ce
phones confiscated from thearea. .

e cellular

- :.i:%f'-"Cias:,gé.s,. gov’t 'Wofk‘_'sﬁsp'eﬁdéd. '

As this developed, Manila Mayor
Joseph Estrada yesterday announced
{he suspension of classes in all levels in

 the city and work in local government

offices on January 9 due tothe feast of
the Black Nazarene. .. o
- Work suspension in ¢f

' offices, however, does not cover those
“involved in’the ‘maintenatice of peace
' and order, traffic enforcement, disaster

‘and risk reduction management, health

and sanitation, issuance of business
permits, and collection of faxes.

*" % Estrada said the suspension of work

in the national government offices and
in all private offices in Marila “is left to
the discretion of their heads of office
or management.” (With reports from
n B -ancis T. Wake-
field, Jaimie Rose Aberia; and Ctis G.-
Odrénia) - SERERN '
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ON THE CHASE. Villagers give way Thursday to enraged soldiers using an armored personnel carrier in their
angry hunt for more than 100 escaped inmates in the wooded mountains of Kzbacan in Cotabato following
ohe of the country's biggest jailbreaks, with authorities saying 34 escapees had been reatrested. AFP

1
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- .Armed Forces of the Philippines!
chief Gen: Eduardo Afiois now a four-star
‘general, thé AFP announcad yesterday. .

AFP public affairs office chief Col,
Edgard Arevalo said Afiy’s promotion
was based on an ad interim appointment
signed by President Duterte on Dec.28.

He seid Afio received his fourth star in
a simple ceremony at the Department of
National Defense’s Hall of Flags yesterday
morning,

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
led the ceremony, which was attended by
Afio’s wife and their children. S

Since the promotion was ad interim,
the AFP chief will face the Commission
on Appointments for confirmation,

Afio, a seasoned military intelligence
officer and member of the Philippine
Military Academy’s “Matikas” Class of
1983, was named AFP chief last month, He
replaced Gen. Ricardo Visaya who retired
from the service,

“l am but a soldier just like you, a
publicservant dreaming of greater things
for the military organization and a better

‘nation. Toalt of you, T dedicate my term,”
he said duting the turnover ceremony at
Camp Aguinaldo on Dec. 7, .

1
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The Natranad Newspaper

Armed Forces
chief gets
fourth star

BY VICTOR REYES

PRESIDENT Duterte has pro-
moted AFP chief Eduardo Afic
10 general nearly a month after
he assumed command of the
120,000-strong military force.

AFEP public affairs office
chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said
Duterte signed the ad interim
promotion of Afio last De-
cember 28 or 21 days after he
took office vice retired Gen.
Ricardo Visaya.

Afio’s promotion full-fledged
general was expected because
the rank is reserved for the
AFP chief,

Arevalo said Afc wore his
new rank during a donning of
sank ceremony held at the De-
partment of National Defense
yvesterday momming.

Afio, 2 member of the Phil-
ippine Military Academy
Ciass 1983, was chief of the
80 000—str0ng Philippine Army.

See ARMED)‘ Page B6

ARMED ligence and combat officer. He
- played a key role in the killing
Before that, he was commander  of notorious New Peo pie’s

of the Army’s 10th Infantry Divi-  Army commander Leonardo
sion in Compostela Valley, Pitao alias commander Parago,

Afio is a wellrounded intel-  in Davao City in June 2015,

%
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wo e
. HE top officer of the Atmed
' g Forces réceived his fourth star
on Thursday,less th an amonth
' after assuming the pos;ttwn o
“Defense SecretaryDelfmA Loren— :
_zana pinned the fourth star. on Gen.
Eduardo Afio, who was with his wife
" JeanJoselyn, duringsimple ceremony
at the Department of National De-
fense office in Camp General Emilio
Aguinaldo in Quezon City. - .
~ Afd's promotion to four-star gen-
‘eral came less thana month after he
o succeededGen RicardoR i B
retired last December '7 to the post of
Armed Forces chief of staff.

Prior to his assumption as Armed

Forces chief of staff, Afio was the com-
“‘mandinggeneralof the 85,000-strong-
" A¥my, whére he got his third star.

He is a member of the Philippine
‘Military Academy “Matikas” Class of
1983. He will retire in October this
year, ReneArosta -
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;US elatxons into question with -

angry outbursts against Wash-
ilngton and some scaling back of
mhtary ties while taking steps

to boost ties with Beijing and
’Moscow o -

Navy visit

Illustratmg the transforma-
‘tmn of Philippine foreign rela- .

‘tmns since Mr. Duterte took of-

fice in june, two Russian wat- *

khips are on a four-day visit to
Mamla this week, the first offi-

tween the two countries,
. . Russiap Ambassador, Igor

e part:ners and those ornes;
bwermﬂcatxon ‘Means presery;
in and keeping old traditional

parmers and ‘getting new ones.”
S0 Russla is ready to become a -

hew reliable partner and close
fnend of the Philippines,” Kho-
Vaev said.

%‘ “We don’t interfere in your
felatmns with your traditional

Page: A Z

's&id'ulci'éliiéé"s ould notworry
“Your tradltlonal partners

e should 1ot be. concerned about

: PRESSBREEF iNG : Russ:an Ambassado to the Philippinesigor:

Anato!yevrch Khovaev: (left) and= ) Adm Eduard Mlkhaalov
{middle) meet’ journahsts aboard the Admiral Tributs, an

tial Navy-to-Navy contact be-.

Anatolyevn:h Khovaev took the

‘He'said he understood that ™~
the ‘Philippines was intent on
thvers:fymg 1ts forelgn part-:;

not. 3' choice betwee’n

- Cardin said he would blbck thi

antisubmarine vesse! ‘which docked at'Pler 151 in South Harbor in 3
Manlla —~GRIG T, MONTEGR.ANDE e

partners and your traditional

partners should respect the, in—
f .

Afts

sale of 26,000 assault rifles to

‘the Philippifies due to concern -
abouta rising death tollin a war

on drugs Jaunched by Mr

Duterte after taking cfflce in:

June,

¥hovaev said Russia had a*

The Russ:an Navy isit
:-comes less than a month after .
“Mr. Duterte sent Foreign Secre-
*tary Perfecto Yasay and Defense .
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana to
Moscow ‘to- dxscuss arms dea!s" :

submannes and many, many .

oother ‘weapons. Sophisticated
‘weapons. Not the secondhand
ones,” " Khovaev said.

" “"Russia has a ot to offer | but
‘verythmg will be done in full
mp‘;ﬁan,aé;"mnth mtemanonai

; 3léw ” he added.’

Mr. Duterte has saui.Chma is

_'.al'so offeting weapons to help
“the Philippines fight crimé and

illegal drugs, and that Beljing is

“rushing” him on an arms deal.
Angry at Western criticism

of human rights violations in his

" yorism and piracy.-

f ‘Helicopters, 4

-_the m111tary tzes

day that Russiawaited to_'ho

.marmme exercises’ Wlth £

thppmes to help combat ter-

The United States and the
Philippines have been holding
naval exercises annually, but
Mr. Duterte has decided tox

“and to move naval“drills awa i
from the dzsputed South China
Sea to reassure -China, which:i is
susp1c10us of US military move—'
ments ‘in the: dlsputed Waters

-—aEUTERs :

WATCH VIDEC: Russian ambassador
urged Philippines to forge closer ties
hitp://ing.news/PhRussiaTles
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By Le':ié'-é;-ssiave'rr
.-@LeilasINQ

_'Maiacanang sees a boost n nes' S

ith Moscow with'the goodwill
Srnsrt of Russian Warsh:lps to the

country, and . says  President

Duterte is open to joint military
exercises with Russia.

Speaking to reporters on
Thursday, presidential spokes-
person Ernesto Abella said the
Yisit of the Russian vessels

'Would strengthe th
e ship between’ the_ nav
L. PwWocoUntries. -
““Tt is'also an mdicatlon that.
our maritime cooperation can -
“further be enhanced 'to enable
diplomacy. and - camaradene
© Abella said. -
The President is scheduled

to visit one of the shipstoday. -
The visit of the Russian war-

ships comes after the. Philip-
pines scaled down its joint mili-

tafy' exercises With the Umted-'f‘_:":'r‘ 0T

:_':'States amid waning ties. . 0
7 Mr Duterte hias lashed out at
the Uriited States and thréatened -

to terminate Manila's: Visiting

- Forces Agreement 'with Wash- -
" ington after US Presidént Barack
“Obama and US lawmakers. criti-

cized his brutal war-on drugs.

The President has also saidhe ™

wants all forelgn tmops out of
the country.

" Abella sald Mr Duterte dls—-' _

the' Phlhppmes
“}omt exercise

'somethmg that they con31der .

headded, ..~ -
' '_He alsosaid }omt milif
ercises hetween the’ Phihppmes

“and Russiawould depend 61 the

signing of ‘a memorandum of
understanding that would pro-

- wide  the - framework or the

terms 0f engagemen
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Philippine security forces killed
on Thursday the leader of a mil-*
itant group that has: carried out - _
deadly attacks on civilians to
wint support from Istamic State .
dn Irag - and. S}fna gl

fighters..
authormes said.

Mohammad }aafer Magutd _: 1
founder and leader of Ansarul "
Khilafa Philippines, was tracked -

down and shot at a beach resort
in Kiamba, Sarangani, shortly

after midnight, while three “co- -
horts” were arrested a pohce.

report said.

Ansarul Khtlafa is one of:___

‘_exploswe dewces
at town festivals,” Chief Supt.”
* Cedric Train, the reglonal police
-chief, told AFP./

killing people

“They fly the sts flag in their
camps. They want to be recog-
nized by the Isis,” Train' added,
referring to the 'Islamm State

ge. I .
decades old .separatist - rebel—'
hon has ciazmed more than_

groupby one of ifs aCroﬂyrﬁs.

The military killed eight .

Ansarul Xhilafa members in a

clash *in: November 2015 at .
Maguid’s Mindanao hometown '
of Palzmbang, Sulu.

“They might retaliate 50 e
have to double preparas
tions,” Sueno said,-citing large
Catholic religious festivals in the
Philippines this. month, includ-
ing thé" Feast “of .'the Black
Nazarene in Quiapo on Monday.

Ansarul Khilafa was behind
an attack that left two civilians
deaci in Mindanao m 2008 as

other crimes; accordmg to° Sxd-
ney Jones, director -of the In-
donesia-based Institute for Pol-
‘icy Analysis of Conflict,

Maguid was atrested in 200g

published in October last yvear.
Train said the authorities
had also” been looking  into
Ansarul - Khilafa's: role’ In 2
bombing in Davao, Mindanao's
largest city, in September last
year that killed 15 people and in-
jured dozens of others.
Maguid,:who Train said was

- "eged 33, appeared in avideo cir-

culated on social media net-
works last year with the jeaders
of other local militant groups
pledging allegiance to Isis, —arp

_but escaped elght months later,
Jones said in‘a research paper

OFFREY MAITEM

" Interior. Secretary Ismael
Sueno warned of potential vio-
lent repercussions: from the
death of Magmd more widely

known by his’ mckname of Com-

mander Tokboy, O
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mmuni

st rebels

P101.67 millionin assistance from the Department of the

Interior and Local Government (DILGY in the pasttwo -

years, Interior Secretary Ismael Sueno said yesterday.

Sueno said the-assistance
is under the Comprehensive
Local Integration Program
(CLIP), 4 riational reintegra-
tion program for New People’s
Army (NPA) rebels.

“The program has brought
back former rebels and their
families into the society as
productive, peace-loving
and law-abiding citizens,”
he said. . '

Sueno called on the rebels to

‘be partners for change by sup-... _
H S tion »Rebels al

porting the peace negotiations
with the Communist Party of

the Pkﬁlippiﬁéé—NPA~National
DemaocraticTFront. -

#The President and the gov--

ernment genuinely wish to put

an end fo ©

Let's talk and work together
for a fust and enduring peace
this yeat and beyond,” he said.

Under the DILG program,
each rebel returnee is given
P15,000 in mobilization ex-
penses while their enrolment
inthe:CLIEP

sistance amounting to P50,000.

teceived

one of the world’s:.
longest runing. insurgencies. .
W

éing processed.
“Hivelihood s

“Eormer _rébelsfééf_psy cho-

Sueno said. g
" Alocal goveérnment unit or

~the Philippine National Police
gets P7,000 in reintegration .
“assistance to help defray'the - porary

‘poard .and lodging.of each ~enrolmentto the CLIP is being
rebel in their custody. - '

o “T¢ covers other ind

1ex£1eri's'és that may be ixicttred
ile processing requirements.
such as birth certificates and’
-identification cards which are
‘nieeded to get a certificate from

the Joint Armed Forces of the

Philippines and Philippine .
National Police Intelligence’.
Committee that an individual
eligible for enrclment in the

ig"a-member-of

- social support together with -
their families and commu-

nities through healing and

_reconciliation initiatives,”

CLIP” Suend said. * =
- Rebels also get incentives’
for each firearm that'they sur--
render. More than 90 firearrns
were tiurned over to the gov-

ernment last year.

‘Rébel returnees can also
avail themselves of the services
of i halfway house or a fem:
orary residence while their

processed.

1+ #Ahalfway house was con-.

structed in Mati City, Davao:

Oriental recently under the

Payapa at Masaganang Pama-

anan program of the Office of
the Presidential Adviser on the
Peace Process.

. Former rebels are also eigi-
“ple for PhilHealth coverage

and other assistance such as
capacity-building, skills frain-
ing ard legal assistance. -
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Duterte open

drills with Russia

" President Dutérte is willing to al

Tow joint milit

. Presidential Spokesman Ernesto

Abella-issued the statement on the
eve of the President’s visit to the two
Russian warships currently docked at
Manila harbor for a weeklong goodwill
tour,

wThe President has said before that
he is open to joint military exercises
with Russia,” Abella said in a Palace
press conference.

“The goodwill visit by the Russian
Navy will contribute to the strengthen-
ing of friendship with the Philippine
Navy. It also is an indication that our
maritime cooperation can further be
enhanced to enable diplomacy and
camaraderie,” Abella added.

Abella, however, explained the
President remains opposed to any per-
manent stationing offoreign soldiers in

--t;heféqnntry._i‘A_sfaraswe_underst_and_it, B}
e was réferencing permanent stay but -

joint exercises may be something that
could be considered,” he added.
“"He said a memorandum of agree-
ment must still be signed between the
Philippines and Russia to establish
the framework on the future military
exercises. ’

On Wednesday, Russia’'s ambas-
sador to the Philippines Igor Khovaev
said his country was not interested in
rrilitary ties but is willing to help sup-
ply arms. He added that military drills
hetween the two couniries couid be an
opportunity o share experiences and
learn from each other

“This relationship is potentially

ary exercises between
and Russia to enhance

very significant given the faci that the

‘Philippines was, for a very long time,

the anchor of the US military presence
in the region,” said Alexey Muraviev,
a Russian defense specialist.at Curtin
University in Perth, Australia. Tt also
fits with Russia’s strategy of de€pening
its engagement with countries in the
16-member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, he said. 7 ..

“In conversation with the Secretary
of the National Defense; he'said that all
of these things will be dependent onthe
signing of an MOU which was initiated
in 2014 and this will provide the frame-
work regarding the terms of engage-
ment from military to military, visiting
students, cultural exchanges, and joint
military exercises,” Abella said.

The President, meantime, is sched-
uled to emerge from his holiday hiatus

to visit the Russian ani arine
destroyer anchored in Manila Triday.
This visit is the President’s first official

activity for thenewyear.i i - .
After a string of television infer-
views late December, Duterte had not
scheduiled any public engagement since
the start of the New Year. * =
Explaining the President’s absence,
Abella said Duterte has been staying
in his hometown Davao City for some
“personal time” .~ -1
“He’s being spending quiet time,
personal time,” he said. I think he’s in
Davao, He’ll be flying, he’ll be coming
soon. I think he’s visiting the Russian
ship,” he said. (Genalyn D. Habiling)
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Times

1 MILF exec'Utes;_

: (MELF) 1ebels. who are negotlatmg fmal

- pedce: deal wzth Manila exécuted three.men

~found gmlty of mitrder in Lanad del Sur, one

of five prcvmces under the Mushm autono~

~mous Tegion.” <

" Avideo dlip of the execuﬂon was recorded
by a rebel on his cell phone and eventu-
ally posted on Facebook, It showed the trio,
identified only by their first names or aliases
- Patrol, Sabar and Udi - blindfolded and
separately tied to bamboo poles, whilé rebels
aimed their automatic rifles and shot them..

also known by his nom de guerre
Commander Bravo, gave the final

the execution took place: and where,

A semor rebe: Ieader, Abdullah Macapaar,

but eventualis; eﬁpired frorri bul-
let wounds in the chest. Dozens

of rebels witnessed the execution.
The 10-minute clip' was posted -

by a person named Abu Haneef
Tabarusaw. It was unknown when

m
Keteers, all daé in biack coveralls
and bonnets

- They chanted "Allahu Akbar”

many - times:as they untied the
three men after shooting them.
All of the men were stil] breathing
as they wefe laid to the ground,

ing squad occurred in the town of
Balindong after the trio had been

found guilty by a rebel court and
“sentenced to die by musketry.

The death sentence was handed

‘down to prevent a clan war be-

watched the video ¢ claimed the ﬁrj o

,‘F&x&cutemz

tween the families of the men

and their victims. Clan war is not
uncommon in the Muslim region.

One comment read: ‘Ang kasala-
ﬂanpongmganamarayaymkapamy

" pongtao. Dahil hindi sila napatawad

’ % -parilya ng pinatay nila 4y kara-

' 100 mgkaba}«mm Aagfsa':'_ﬂ-i

Do dun (ay) para maiwasait liimala
pa ang rido [The-offerise of those

- executed was murder. Because they
were not forgiven by the families of
those they killed, death is also the

price. One of them was executed 10
prevent a clan war from escalating}.”

Ton Facebookon: }anuasy 3

it was not the first time the MILF
executed criminals found guilty by
their Shariah or Islamic court. The
rebel group publicly hanged three
men in the restive region in the past,

There was no immediate state-
ment from authorities. The clip
has gone viral. after it:was shared

*“The MILE which is fighting for 2
Mustim homeland in the troubled
South, signed an interim peace
deal with the previous Aquino

government in 2014, .
AL JACINTO
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Byied Tuvarg o o
an& Marie J Welpt

A 1 {;]'a o

vedierdny b i
e 1
terparist i Arreting 1o

am{ual Bl k o ane fabiar i
in Manita wis wowill
attérdod by sne im=ih a y:‘n;?
axﬂ\mglzw( ’ e
lu“ ll?n“ i[
of File Groreviee ond e g
(u}\ffcsmzzvm S E IR
Iqm;w! e s Sl dased
Islgmiv terrurist gromges allegi-div
funfled by an inteinatioga petwork
arg likely o owienk hwvoe on
Jaduary 4 Vool during one of
thefnugor religing «vents i Mot
Mudia, .
Fomthes frasdo Jos the thiea
as von know, s the Mt (G
and nayvhe the A 4. hint

Hirdy be

il T

Fﬁd!lﬂ) the \I:le”( i, "“if"'\’ AP

(-onne(;wd witle the Isiuinic S1ate
aof }!mf and Syihl” Haenn toid
regorters al g press aidfing in
Malacafiang.

¥The thyess IINEEERHR
with abig event e s T Manity
werare yeceiving inted
reports that v

By

ISR ETD

i ndded

SUEHY

Sueno alsn confi rmed sensitis

intelligenes details that elements of

the Matte Group — whichy made
nnise st Novernber after occujving
Ynig town in Lanao del Sur — have
ey reached Mefre Manila,

Moreaver, Sueno said apart

Feom homegrown militants,

RAESTIRNE e

- eader ot an
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said external’
siavgeiing the
b Dielng

IRedi e yoparis
.-:.:‘,vm-_ Foper FOEE

:'.m-:-.;llu" Tl
i iy natin Fasi
T, mn ;‘ul ‘e, i ndi

wpie el he said, adding
fprenings :;1(1‘1{11},@ in t.he
cre cidpegdy being
$ews (han the

FEfL2igei .

A HAUTH

o 1S pelatéd b 1818,
wio e himding wila is
#the uueside,” Sueno
ol arma huswever that as of
new 1hen rlu nni have infermation
of Their financing schame yet. .
The Interior secietary also
painted ot the Islumic militants

cewttid now be agital ed and launch

aretaditiog pka filowing the death
sestendey of o cortain ranking
iy 15l dinked group

r*‘lmddn. P

Maliammd Janfar Magiid. allas
Continander Tokioy, Is the leader
of ISIS-allivd g oup Ansar Khalifa
whirh was neutralized-in an
opesatien led by state security
forves  yesterday morning
semewhere in Sarangani provinge,
“Baka mag vetaliate, dyon ang
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- problema nalin ‘yung retaliation.
" That's why vou have fo dnuble,
LEipie our prepar atl(ms Sese uz‘l

©Burno stressed,
' B despite the d]drmmg, terror

_ threat, Sueno said they could not
‘.'Tonmyt,i the Catholic Churchto” -
| cancel the fraditional event, addlng i

 diseduraging the faithful devotees
~will be a futile messure, B

“1 do ot think that the
“ government ‘will -advise the’

‘" cancellation of this traditional

¢ praetice which haslong been done-.

since years ago,” the DILG chief
said.

“Maski na 1-d1scoura,ge natin,
bitt it’s their falth eh. Most of the
devotees strongly believe that if

© they go there God will protect
them,” Sueno, whn said he almost
hecame a {asholic priest during his
ymnh, added,

© Malacafiang, for 18 part; said
all concerned government agencies

- gre instructed to prepare for any -

disastrous eccurrence during the
traslacion,
© . “Although sources in the
intelligence communily have
. warped of possible disturhances
“during the Feast of the Black

.Nazarene on . Monday, several
“government agenecies wilt be .-
working together to secure the
f celebration. of the Feast of Lhe -
Black Nazarene on January 5"
‘presidential spokesman’. Erfiesto”

‘Abella:told Teporter

Coast Guard, Department.of Public

Works and HigthyS Depastment. ..
+of Hedlthiand Manila City
Department: ol Publie’ Services .
" ‘which-have all lai¢ out their plans

in eonjunetion and cooperation Lo
keep the devotees of the Black
Nazarene safe,” he added.
Meanwhile, while dismissing any
direct threat against the Feast of

the Black Na?arene the Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP} is

ready to deploy land, Al and sea
“nssets to ensure public safety antd
" security during the procession.

At apress briefing, Col. Edgard

Arevalo, public affairs office chief

of the AFP, ‘said as fai as the
military is concerned there is no
informsation stating specific threat
against the Black Nazarene feast.

Arevalo, however, stressed the

“LwPhey include: The p uppme?'
*‘National Police, the Armed Forces
" of the Philippines, the Philippine

military, acung in. suppmt Lo she
Philippine National Police (PNP},
is not taking any ehanees in
enswring security during the event
which is expected to dr&w m:lhum,

“of devetees.

"As far as e are: concezned,

"jt,hele is ho direct information on-
‘the threat against the agtmty,

Arevalo said. :

Accmdmg to. Alevalo the
mlllta) y’s Joint Task F rceu\fauonal
Capital Region will be actively
supporting efforts of the National
Capital Region Police Office to
ensure public order and safety
during the trasiacion of the Black
Nazarene which traditionally takes
more than 20 hours.

“We have sufficient forces..ifS
necessary, we are ready to deploy”
land, air and sea 'W‘»et‘i Arevalo
said. :
Earlier; Arcvalo had said

' suthorities were not discounting

the possibility that the feast wuuldn
be targeted by terrorist groups. .

The Maute Group was Lagged--‘
in the Septembher bombing at a.
night market in Davao City that,
kilted 14 people and wounded about
70 others,
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LEADER

leader, now deceased Ameril
Tmbra Kato, bolted the MOLF
and formed the BIFF in 2011.

Police said operatives spotted
Maguid, 2 woman companion,
and two bodyguards aboard
g red Toyota Wigo and tailed
them until they reached the
Angel Beach Resott.

Senior Supt. Leonardo Suan,
deputy regional director for oper-
ations of the Police Regional OfF
fice 12, said the operatives inched
their way to Maguid's group who
were then occupying an open
nipa hut near the beach front.

Maguid resisted arrest and

Ma

The Nationa: mvspaﬁe'

Leader

1A ToFFoE

group killed

A LEADER of a Jocal terrorist group which
has pledged allegiance to the Islamic State
_of Iraq and Syria (0SIS) was killed yesterday ina
policé opesation in a beach resart in Barangay
Kitagas, Kiamba, Sarangani province,
Killed was Mohammad Jaafar Maguid
alias Tokboy, leader of the Ansar Al-Khalifa
Philippines (AKP)-SOCSARGEN, who has a
P300,000 reward for his capture.
AKP has links to the Maute group which
planted an improvised explosive device
near the 178 Embassy in Manila last Novem-
ber and which has also pledged allegiance
to the ISIS.
A military intelligence officer, speaking
ot condition of anonymity, said Maguid was
trained by foreign terrorists from the South-
east Asian regional tetrorist nerwork Jemaah
Islamiah on bombing and bomb-making,
Asked how many members the AKP has,
the source said; “It's hard to determine be-
cause {ts members are also members of the
Maute group and BIFF (Bangsamoro Islamic
. Freedom Fighters). Many of its members are
‘remnants of the 105th Base Command of
. the Moro Islamic Liberation Front,” he said.
“i-The 105th Base Command was blamed for

atrocities in Central Mindanao in 2008. Its

was shot dead.

His three companions did
not resist arrest. They were
Jater identified as Matahata
Dialawe Arboleda, Ismael Sa-
hak alias Mael and Morhaban
Veioso alias Bugoy.

Recovered from the group
were two AR-15 Armalite rifles,
a hand grenade, 18 magazines
for short firearms, cight long
magazines, two bandoliers, and
assorted documents.

Supt. Romeo Galgo, spokes-
man of PRO 12, said Maguid
uses the aliases Tokboy Magid,
Tikboy Maguid, Madz and Abu
Gaib. Maguid was involved in
killing, robbery/hold-up, harass-

ment, and extortion incidents,
among others, in Sarangani
province, General Santos City
and Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat.

He has & warrant of arrest for
two counts of murder, destruc-
tive arson, arson robbery with
violence and/or intimidation
of person, and murder with
criminal cases 3043-08, 3044-
08, 3045-08, 3046-08, 3047-08,
3048-08, and 144381-TG issued
by RTC Branch 38 of Alabel, Sa-
rangani and RTC NCJR, Branch

71 of Pasig, City.

The Armed Forces said Ma-
guid’s killing is a “big blow” to
the group.

Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of

Page: \Ej’

the AFP public affairs office,
said Maguid is a known bomber.

“Alias Tokboy is known in
their circle as a bomb-maker. He
also had an opportunity to train
bomb-makers,” said Arevalo,
adding that Maguid is behind a
bombing in General Santos City -

“He is also considered a no-
torious extortionist so this is
a big blow to the AKP group,”
said Arevalo.

Arevalo satd the military sup-
ported the operation that led to
the killing of Maguid and arrest
of his three cohorts. The PNP
and the National Intelligence
Coordinating Agency led the
operation. — With Vicior Reyes
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www.rapoler.com

ASEAN 2017 eyes framework on South China Sea code of conduct

From Rapplar-(an 5] ASEAN 647 syes tramework % Soutli China 564 codh of Senoist

Cti v yiven. Tew Fliilippaioss Shavs ASEAL. the Uluw @it o litaSh Mz Roiiew Gl & o fogih, -Saivi, GuldfBelh Goveiing selicmen! 3 ospates i B Souall. Dlete S5

ASEAN'S CHALLENGE. Fresien: Rourao Dufere sccenls Ine charmansiio of the ASEAN i 2017 quring the 2C1E ASEAN Summil el 1 Laos Phoio irom PR

On the vear the Philippines chairs the Agsociation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN], the bioc aims
to compiete a draft framework on its South China Sea Code of Conduct with China,

"One of our main goals this year, in cooperation with China, not only Philippines. but ASEAN and
China, is to'fry and arrive at a framework for the Code of Conduct for the South China Sea by the end
of the vear, that will be cne of our main priorities,” said Foreian Affairs Undersecretary Enrigue Manalo

on Thursdayv, January 5

The Code of Conduct is 3 long-awaited binding agreement between ASEAN members and China on
how overlapping claims in the South China Sea (West Philippine Sea) can be managed, ASEAN
countries ciaiming parts of the South Chinz Sea are the Philippines, Vietham. Malaysia, indonesia, and

Brunei,

In past ASEAN summits, the Philippines has pushed for the completion of 2 Code of Conduct.

But for over a decads, ASEAN and China have depended on the non-binding Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea. signed in 2002 which encouraged the peaceful settlement of disputes and
affirmed commitment to the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, among others.

China has been perceived to be blocking efforts for the completion of the Code of Conduct.

'No need’ to discuss Mague ruling

K remaings fo be seen if the Philippines, as chair of ASEAN, will push for a discussion on the historic case won
by the Philippines against China given President Rodrigo Duterte’s strategy not to bring up the ruling any time

S00N.
The ruling by an international court recognized the Philippines' claim over the South China Sea and nuliifisd
China's.

"There's no need 1o really discuss the Hague ruling because it already exists. ii's already a part of the law, so
it's there and the focus will be of course on — { think the priority now is to tty and get a Code of Conduct." said

ianalo,
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China continues to disregard the ruling. insisting it is not violating international law by building Islands and
putiing up military structures inside the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone.

Manalo admitted the Philippines faces 2 "maijor challenge” in completing a framework agreed to by China and
the rest of ASEAN.

The-Philippines' ASEAN chairmanship comes atz lime when its leader is on frigndiier ferms. with.China. .

Duterte's state visit 1o Beijing last October fed to the "ull recovery” of ties between the two countries.

The President has chosen not to "flaunt” the Hague ruling that so angers China, preferring to focus on
economic cooparation with the Asian glant.

http:/iwww. rappler.com/worid/specials/southeast-asia/asean-journey/157474-asean-207 7-framework-code-
cenduct-south-china-sea
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Top leader of pro-ISIS PH terror group killed (Photo)

From Rappler {ian 5): Top ieader of pro-181S PH terror group killed
{UPDATED) Nationa! Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr confirms that Mohammad Jaafar Maguic. leader of the Ansa Knalffe Prillippings. 1s

dead

[IUTOTRCE L S

SLAIN TERROR LEADER. Authorities circulate this mug shot of Mohammad Jaatar Maguid in Sarangan! province in 2010 after he escaped irom his jail
cell. File photo from the Sarangani Information Office

The top leader of a tocal terrorist group that niedged allsgiance to the Islamic State {ISIS) was killed in Sarangani
' the early hours of Thursday, January 5, a major success for the country's counter-terrorism campaign,

National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Ji confirmed tc Rappler the death ofiohammad Jaafar Maguid

or "Tokhov" of the Ansar Khalifa Philippines (AKP), which is amono the groups responsible for terrorist attacks

in southern Mindanao.

“ver Hwas an inter-agency operation led by the Nationa! Intelligencs Coordinating Agency {(NICA} and

potice.” Esperon said In @ 18XT Message 1o Rappler,

The AKP piedoed allegiance to ISIS in 8 YouTube videc in 2015 aithough security officials claim it has no direct
links with the foreian terrorist organization. (READ: ISIE globai ambitions and plans for Southeas! Asia)

But AKP has established iinks with Indonesian terrorist aroup Jemaah lstamivah,

"Tokboy was trained by kev H leaders, including Malaysian Fulkifli bin Hir. better known as Marwan. the high
profile targst of the Mamasapano tragedy that derailed the peace talks,” wrolg Rappler executive editor Maria Ressa.

(READ: Marwan's ties that bind: From family 10 giobal terrorism)

“AKE under Tokboy'has a direst ink to Indonecian aroups, g8 soially MIT, Muiihidin Indonesia Timur, 1ad by an

Indtnesian whotrained in the Philippines, Sanfoso,” Ressa added.

AKP s also believed to be behind threats against the November 2015 APEC summit in Manila, which was spread by 1515 propaganda

sites.

Maguid was able tc escape previous operations to hunt him down. On Thursday, he and his companions were
d on board a red Toyota Wigo in the viginity of Angel Beach Resort in Barangay Kitagas of Kiamba

intercepte
fown. according to an initial ranort obtained by Rappler,

Maguid was reportedly killed on the spot while 3 other AKP members were arrested: Matahata Dialawe Arboleda,
fsmael Sahak, and Morhaban Velcso.

to be a former commander of the notorteus 105th Bage Commandg of the Moro Isiamic Liberalion

Maguid is believed

Front (MILF}
Sarangani police arrested Maguid in August 200¢ for charges of murder, arson, and robbery with violence. He escaped

the provinciai jait in March 2010,
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www.inguirer.net

Sueno: MILF not involved in Cotabato jail attack

By: Restor (orrales - Reporter / @NCorralesinG

c ap17

Interior and Local Government Secratary Ismael Sueno. Presidential Photc

interior Secretary Ismas! “Mike” Suenc on Thursday absolved the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF} of any involvemen on the Cotahatc jail attack, which ied to the escape of more than 158
inmatas.

in a Palace briefing. Sueno said MILF Commander Sammy Al-Mansour and Vice Chairman
Ghadzali Jaafar both denied the groug’s involvement in the attack.

“We are doing our own invastigation but me, | personally believe the words of General Sammy
Almanzor and Vice Chairman Ghadzali Jaafar.” Sueno said. adding that he already talked 1o the

two rebel leaders.

“So | have to tell you frankly, we are not involved,” Suenc said, quoting Al-Mansour.

The Cabinet official said the MILF assurad him they would capture escapees who enter their
territory.
Malacafiang had earlier said the Philippine National Police and the Armed Forces of the Philippines

were “working closely to capture the escapees.”

On Tuesday night. a two-hour long firefight ensued between prison guards anc more than 100
armed men who stormed the North Cotabato District Jail. allowing 158 inmates 1o escape. TVJ
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Leader of group sympathetic to Islamic State killed
Legspmaen rrase [ 11012 AM January 05, 2017

Philippine poifce say they have killed a leader of suspec’&eu sympathlzers ol the Islamic State uroup and

Iapprehended three others in & clash aﬁer the mer resisted arrest at & beach resort in the south.

Senior Suptl. Leonarde Suan said Jaafar Maguid, leader of a smaill armed group called Ansar Al Khilafah

Philippines. died in Thursday's shootout in socuthern Sarangani Province. Three of his followers were arrested.

Suan said the shooting happened after police went to check reports from civilians about the presencs of armed

e,

A number of other Islamic groups in the southemn Philippines, including Abu Sayyal, have pledged allegiance to

the Islamic State group, but the military says there has been no sign of a direct collaboration between Filipino

aunmen and militants in Syrig and fraq.
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AFP bans drone flights over Black Nazarene procession
By: Tina . Santos - Reporter / @santostinalivQ

Sk,

“‘:m\ im0 g / 12 38 AM January {}5 20‘17

Snlipome W

IGST RELIiOU £\f’? Millions of devotees and tourists are expected to join the country’s biggest religious

event. INQUIRER FILF PHOTO / NINQ JESUS ORBETA
To ensure securily. drone fiights over the route of the
allowed, the military said on Wednesday,

Bigck Nazarene procession i Manila on dan. 8 wili not bs

g city expected 1o be packed
i L Col Llewallyn Binasoy of
h Nazarene.

As in previous vears. cell phone signals will be jammed throughout & swath of the
with millions of devatees and tourists during the Philippines” biggest reiigious event,
the Armed Forces of the Philippines loig reporiers at Quiapo Church, the shring of the Bia
lack Nezarene, highlighted by the

The AFP is heiping the Philinping National Pofice in securing the Feast of the
f carrving g cross from Luneta

raslacion, or the procession that carries the black wooden statue of Jesug Christ
Park to Quiapc Church.

“We support the PNP fo ensure that this will be a meaningful, solemn and significant occasion for our people,
especially the devotees.” saic Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of the AFP public affairs cffice.

Millicns of barefoot devoiees take part in the painfully slow procession from the park to the church, which takes at

isast an entire day.

The procession set a record in 2012, taking 22 hours. Last year. it took 20 hours,

The Nationai Capital Region Police Office said there were no threats to the procession. but security would be
tight.

"We would like to give this fair warning to everyone that part of the security measures is the no-fiy zone during
the procassion.” Binasoy said.

“We also ask the mediza and the public not io have their drones in the air,” he added.
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AFP bans drone flights over Black Nazarene procession
By: Tine &. Santos - Reporter / @santostinalNG

BEoimpine.2ahinguites L12:38 AM. January. 05,2017

BIGGEST RELIGIOUS EVENT Mil%ion of devotees and tourists are expected to join the country’s biggest religious

event. INQUIRER FILE PHOTO / NINO JESUS ORBETA
Te ensure securily, drone flights over the rouis of the Black Nazarens progession ir Manilz on Jan. & will not be
allowed, the milkary said on Wednasday.

st

I phmﬂ signals will be jammed throughout & swath of the ity expected ¢ be packed

Ag in previpug years. ce
esi refigious eveni. Li Col. Uewellyn Binasoy of

with miliions of devotees and tourists during the Philippines’ bige
the Armed Forces of the Philippines toid reporiers at Quiapo Church, the shrine of the Black Nazarene.

& Feast ol the Black Nazarene, highlightad by the

The AFP it helping the Philippine National Polize in securing the
lesac Christ carrving 2 cross from Luneta

traslacion, or the procassion that carries the black wooden statue
Park to Quiapo Church.
nsure that this will be 2 meaningful solemn and significant occasion for our people,

“We support the PNP fc en
especially the devotees.” sai¢ Col. Edgard Arevaio, chief of the AFP pubiic affairs office

Millions of barefool devotees take part in the painfully siow procession from the park to the church, which takes at

lsast an entire day.
The procession sel a record in 2012, taking 22 hours. Last ysar, it took 20 hours,
The Nationa! Capital Region Police Office said there were no threats te the progession. but security would be
tight,

“We wouid iike 1o give this fair warning to everyone that part of the security measures is the no-fly zone during
the procession.” Binasoy said.

“We also ask the media anza the public not tc have thelr drones in the air.” he added.
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News organizations usually use drones o take aerial pictures of crowds.,

Binasoy appealed for public understanding of the need fc jam cell phone signais. "That is part of the security
preparations.” he said.

Celi phones can be used io detonate bombs. as shown by last week's attack during 2 town fiesta in Hilongos,

Levie province.

“Last year. it was implemented. That's why the same thing and dissemination are being undertaken [this year],”

Binasoy said.
WManila's Department of Public Services Director Lilvbelle Borromec calied on devotees not to throw their trash on
the sireets.

No trash bins wili be placed in the viginity of Quiring Grandsiand, whers the procession will start, t¢ prevert bomb
scares, according to Dr. Virgilio Martin of the Manila Mealth Office.

No jumping into the river

Procession organizers called on devotees not fo jump into the Pasig River when the carriage of the Black
Nazarene passes over Jones Bridge.

WManile heatth coordinator Maiou Geralde warmed devolest thal jJumping Intc the murky waters of the river may be
dangerous to their haalth,

“The water & toyic, |Us not healthy.” Geralde said.

10e 1

Trie Philippine Coast Guard said miclorboats wouid be stationed near the bridg
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Jumpers will be investigated., the Coas! Guard said.

Tne Bureau of Fire Protection wili depioy fire rucks, ambuiances, rascue rucks and personna: for the
Drocession,

K-C units will aise be deployed by the military,

The Manila health office will also deploy medical teams at Quinne Grandstand on a 12-hour shiff stariing Jan. 8,
The Metro Manila Deveiopment Authority (MMDA) wili extend the operating hiours of the Pasig Farry 10 give
devotess an aiternative mode of transporiation during the feast.

The first trip, from Guadalupe to Escolta, will isave at 5:30 a.m. and the last trip, from Escolta to Guadalupe, will
depar al ¥ p.m.

For devotees from the provinces, the MMDA will offer a 20-percent discount on accommodations al its Gwapotel
inn on Bonifacio Drive in Port Area. —WITH REPORTS FRONM CYNTHIA D, BALANA AND ERIKA SAULER
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