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By SHEILA CRISOSTOMO

- Commission on Elec-
tions Chairman Andres

Bautista yesterday asked
Congress to conduct a full-.

‘blown investigation into
the so-called Comeleak as
he questioned the findings
of the National Privacy
Commission (NPC) on the
hacking of the Comelec’s
voter database. '

Bautista also suggested
that ar inquiry should be con-
ducted or the NPC's ruling
that he claimed was based on
“misappreciated facts, legal
prmnciples and coptexts.”

“We are transparent m the
way we operate We are open
to investigation, but perhaps
it's also a good idea to have
a hearing in aid of legislation
so we can get to the bottom of
this,” Bautista told The STAR.

n
-~

In its Dec. 28 ruling, the
NPC found the Comelec neglhi-
gentir ensuring the privacy of
its database, violating Republic

Act 18173 or the Dlata Privacy

Act of 2012 :
This stemmed from the
hackmg of its website between
March 20 and 27 last year or
weeks before the May ¢ polls.
The NPC had recommend-
ad the criminal prosecution of

Bautista for the data breach. --

Malacafiang yesterday di-

- rected the Comelec to release

its owm findmgs.
- Presydenual Commumca-

'ﬁéné"'ff),l:'erations Secretary

Martin Andanar said the Jata
breach m the Comelec should

Turn to Page 6

e r—————— ]
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s 'b,ef looked mtr) be(.ause ﬂrcdsts
. dutbt on the irttegrity-of the
& qgenry und the-electtons ™1 .
T X1 [Gotheleak haf beet’
| dPSCTﬂ')Ed as one of the worst”
- breaches of & government-
* coptrolled database, Thus, it
15 an gstie that simply cannot
be swept.under the, 'rug, " An-
danar said .
Andanar sad the ¢ ,UInelec

~-sheild e held liable for the
databréach that: affected mﬂ~ ;

Tions of votets, 3
. #-Comelec conducted
-’mv mveahgdtmn, the 1esults

" S mil

5% sh?agn,he mafae**publm 'P

e

Aamen Atzessall-’

- e pxhart tha+ L.omelEC__
. protectthe votér as well The?®

Idatiomal Privacy Compnussinn’

sélobsen Taporiot aminvestiga-

terat ¢onducted an the-data.
ledk, if any, to mdintaim the
credibility otthe constitutional -

‘body and gpheid the integrity
of the electoral Pmeess," ', An-

TSk such ¢ as '1d-9:nt-t'v theft al;ld"

ﬁ'aud " he added

9
o

Anﬂanaralsowélcnmed the
51671 .0 the WPC, "W'I'méh

L ;‘;

prosécution.ef Baubista.
. “Comelet must mot only.”
pmtm1he vote but it must

15 fhus commended fortakarig
the side of the people whose .
privacy. has been violated,”

he said -

.. Bautista, onthe otherband :
4 g:vn -assurance that Comelec

s several reports -on ¥he s

SUBs
“TWe wﬂl release the results

m  dize time,” he said.

ﬁcmrdmg to. Bauﬁsta NPC

erred m, 1ts decision ‘and cud
net-eonsifer. fhe mn}plmhce

- ﬁéﬁmmnded, the- crmmm]: “reportthey su'bnutredmni@ﬁt i

* 29 4 day before e dfeaﬁlm:e
::et buNPC- -

‘em Tune 71, ".20161 "the; 5= '.
“suedean erder Ehat'we bt
a'comphance epost by, Drir,
31 We complied and sibmit
ted a1eport on De 28-which
is the last working day. (for
2016}): But.on Dec .29, we re-
ceived the decision dated Dec
28.50 1t15 clear Than B dhd

Aot takedur: cﬂmphance:rep ort

. imto consideration,” e said.

Bautista.alse questwned
the basis-af the NBC findirigs,
Nhlf.‘h were 1s'sued m "Ehe a'b—'

-gence o{ 2y J.mplementmg

tules-and regulations.at the

time of the inyesfigation , Lo
" “The ptivacy act -was: -en-"

i acted 2012 but thexcommis-
sionNPC), atself, was only

constituied an March 2016
and that 15.als@ the same-time
that the backmg Iha_ppemed 1t
seetns *hat fhey aren an
example out of us. ¥ thmk this
is their first decision,” he said

- Bautistu added ‘that beéfore
‘March 2016, there have been
marny haddng neidents but
the NPC faued LO mvesugate
them. :
Inan earher statement ‘Bau-
tlsf:a said he Off1ce o_f the

Schcﬂor Gene;al reuresent-'
mg theCeamelec - Wl be filing
“a mdhendcr ree
with the NpC 77 2 :
Hemamtamed fhatthe f:lata__
breach o haclqng 1s-mat a new
phenamem@m i :
. Many ]eadmg pmvaﬁﬁ- LI"
cumpames and governmeny...
agencies here and.abroad were
contronted: by data ‘breaches

' despite putting il place secu-

Tity (Eleasuresh Bautista said.
iven the foregoun

should the foetis nat be on. a}%—

preheriding the hackers instead

ot pumshmg the hacked"” he

asked.

. —W_]’ch_ Chnstma-Mendez
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FROM AT -
éy LellaP. Salaverria
@LeflasING

President ‘Durerte on FPriday
said he wanted more Russian
Navy wisits to Manila and
expressed hope Russia would
become the Philippines’ ally
énd protector i

With Cabiner officials in
tow, Mr. Duterte toured the
Admiral Tributs, 2 Russian an-
twsubmarine vessel that togeth-
er with a sea tanker, the Boris
Butoma, 15 on a goodwill visit
tw Manila

. “We welcome our Russian
fnends Anytime you want to
dock here for anything, for
play, for replenish supplies or
thaybe our ally to protect us,”
Mir. Duterte said while shaking
hands with Rear Adm. Eduard
Mikhailov, deputy commander.
gf the Flotilla of the Russian
Navy Pacific Fleet. -

7 Mr. Duterte's remarks came

adav after Russian Ambassador
gm' solyevich Khovaev said

}§ts cgitey wasready fo supply:

the Philippines with sophisti-
@ted weapons and aimed to
Become its close friend.

' Mr. Duterte has thrown into
fiaestion the future of the
Philippines’ relations with its
Inngtlme ally, the United States,
mth angrv outbursts over US
csntlasm of human rights viola-
mom in his war oi drugs and
same scaling back of military
caoperation with Washington
while taking steps-to improve
ties with China and Russia. -

Heisdueto wslt Moscow in
April

The visit by the twu Russian
warshlps t» Manila was the first
official navy-to-navy contact be-
tween Russia and the Philippines,

" On Tuesday, Mikhailov said
Russia wanted to hold mar-
mme exercises with the Philip-
pines to help combat terrorism
and piracy.

: ‘From the heart’

“Friends, long live. [That's
from the heart,” Mr. Duterte
told Russian Navy officers,
thumpmg his chest for empha-
sis, after signing the Admiral
Tributs’ guest book,

“I hope you can come back
more often,” he said.
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Video footage from Mala- -
cafiang showed the Russian .

Navy officers applauding Mr.
Duterte’s statement "~ = - -

Mr. Duterte and his Cabinet
officials also pnsed for pictures
with the Russian Navy officers,
who imitated his signature
clenched-fist stance -

“That's 'a sign of fighting
spinit,” he said.

Wearing a bareng Tagalog,
MI. Duterte toured the ship in
the crompany of the Russian
Navy officers and Khovaev.

At one point during the
hourlong four Mr Duterte
looked out from the ship’s deck
and puinped his fist in the air,

* Mr Duterte was given arrival
honors at Pier 15 of the Manila
International Harbor before he
boarded the Admiral Tributs.

* - Ship tour
His tour of the ship included
visits to the torpedo platform,
missile system at the bow and
navigation system on the bridge.
Mr. Duterte was also shown
AK-47s, @ grenade launcher and

a heli¢opter. ,
- He was seen trying out
binoculars, - -

... The Cavinet officials who

accompanied Mr. Duterte .on
the ship tour were Foreign Ser.-
retary Perfecto Yasay, Executive

Secretary Salvador Medialdea,
* ‘National Secunty Adviser Her-
‘mogenes Esperon and Defense -

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana

- Special Assistant to the
President . Christopher Go and
Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano also-
Joined the ship tour. . _

Lorenzana expressed opti-
Dusm about “the start of a part-
nersip” between the defense
‘establishments of Russia and

- the Philippines whén he met
with Russian Navy officials on
Thursday night.

“May our common aspira-
tions for regional and global
peace and security enable us to
become good partners, coopet-
ating and coordinating toward

tranquil and safe seas for all”
3 " consider

he said. .. 3B 4id
-~ Lorenzana said that during
his trip to Russia in early De-

iy

4
p——

cember, he agreed with Russian )
defense officials to finalize a
memorandur: of understand- -

ing that would be the basis of
future military engagements,
including joint military exercis-

es, so it could be signed during .
Mr. Duierte's visit to Moscow. 5

élose relations

.~ On Dex. 30, Lorenzana said

Russiz was “apgressive” in
seeking close relations with the
Philippines, but not a military
alliance, ki :

- “They're veéry aggressive
that we have a military rela-
tionship wath them. Not an al-
liance but an exchange of stu-
dents, personnel, as observers

in exercises.” he said,

- Russia .also wants io sel]
arms to the Philippines, he said,

The Russians offered to sell a .
- submarine. but it was too expen-

sive, he said, adding he did not
think the Philppines needed it.

7% But the Philippines may

acquiring £ drones
from Russia, he said —wit re.
PORTS FROM REUTERS AND AR ]NQ

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

F

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army Vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is @ source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555Local: 5285, 5295¢cc §

R Ty T T L

THE NATHON'E LLADING NEWEFAPLR

CAMP GEN. OLA, Albay —An
! &Rty soldier assigned at the
-7 -31st Infantry Batialion (1B m -
.- 7 . Scrsogen was arrested ful alleged

- - nvolvement in a holdup atthe | B
7 " branch i lrosintown Sorsogon - -
'+ 7 Iast Thursday afternoon Senror _

- Inspector Malu Calubaguib, .
- spokesperson of the Police - _
--Regional Cffice 3 ‘PRO-5), saud s
Private First lass Allan Hubilla
Talehto, 286, ofBarargayGid
Camp, Camarines Norte, was e
ariested after peing captured on -
the LBC branch's OCTV as the man

+ - whoheld an LBC teller at guripoint
i 2 7 tefoiee ner to tumn ovet P7,756 -
.+ 7:of the LBC branch s cash (Nifio i
e = Luces\ o

L

{
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e in Sulu mishap

F- Three soldiers died and 22 others were imured in a road ac-
i cident in Talipao, Suly yesterday. oS =

May. Filemon Tan, spokesman for the Western Mindanag Com-

. mand, said the soldiers were i 5 fruck on their way to a military

~ operation against Aby Sayyaf bandits when thesr truck rolled over
in Barangay Upper Kamuntayan at around 330am, ,

= Thetruckwasina convoy of nine military vehicles traveling
along Danag-Bilaan road when the accident ocourred, .

Tan did not Identify the fatalitig pending notification of their
respective families, = - :

The injured personnel were airlified to 5 private hospital in
Zamboanga City after being taken to the Camp Teodulfo Bay.
tista Hospital for emergency treatment.

Initial investigation showed the driver Jost control of the
wheel when the brake malfunctioned.

~ Roel Parefio, Michae] Punongbayan

a1
I f

i - {02} 845-9555Local: 5285, 5295
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3 soldiers dig, 22 lnjured
in Sulu road accident

ZAMBOANGA CITY: Three Army soldiers
werz killed and at least 22 others
intured after their truck crashed in
the town of Talipao in Suhy,
Officials said the truck’s brake

‘system failed and skidded on the

wei t0ad before it overturned in
the village uf Upper Kamuntayan
or: late Tuesday,

The truck was part of a military
COnvoy retuining to base, ac-
cording to Army Major Filemon
Tan, spokesman for the Westem
Mindanao Command '

Q

: He sald the br)dles ot th»
soldiers and 18 of the imjwed.

enlisted men were aithifted to
Zambuanga City by a mlhtary
targo plane

* Tan did not release the naies
of those who dJied in the accident
but the bodies werz sent to then
families 1n Manila, =

Nc other details were made avail-
able by the military on tle deadly
‘mishap or whether it will launch an
investigation of the acadent

’ AL JACINTO
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MNMWGW

. men, helieved to br: Mom tebea
- attanked an Arhy detachment
i Sirawat, Zanﬂboanga del Norte, =

_* Tuesday afternden that c!lsplaced -
- ahout 150 residents. Sirawai poice -
oo repurtsd that at about 4140 pm, an
! undetermined number of bandiits
¢ gttacked the Uetacnmert of the
.5 A2nd Infantry Batailion located W o).

San Vicenter Barangay in Sirawal, -
Investigation discinsed thatthe . -
suspects wete followers of Yur;op e S
Jamaa ard Yacob lsrigin glias: -
. “Bating’ and are operating under . -
-+ine commarul of & certain Hadji -
Kandatin But'the seldiers were
reportadly able fo. uepul;.»egt.nwcn—f
e one was hur tasa Fesultorty
attaked, the nolioe’ reperteﬂ (Nonny
E Larsonn .+ 40 3w e ol S

4
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THE NATION'S LLADING NEWEPAPLR

ON ALERT -~
Members of .
Task Force i
Davao patrof #
the streets |
of Davao Clty .
Friday as
authorities
- ordeored !
. Securlty |
tightened due .
to possible
retallatory i
attacks after f
the killing !
a1 of Ansar . '
 Al-Khalifa
Phillppines
leader
Mohammagd
Jdazafar Maguld
ln Saranga
province early
Thursday,
(Kelth
:, ‘-Baﬂon_gco)

D

y H
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e

SOLDIERS are deployed around the vicini
the Black Nazarene. (Ali Vicoy)

ty of the 'Qyiapo Church in Manila to secure devotees of

1

]
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THTI NATIONS LIAIGNG NEWEPAFIR

 TIGHT SECURITY .

= Army soldlers <
disembarkon .
Hidalgo StreetIn -
front of the Minor
Basliicaofthe ..

| Black Nazarene In

Quiapo, Manila, to

provide securlty

for devotees of the

Black Nazarene

*':  yesterday, the flrst

 Friday of the year. -

They are expected

. to stayin the area

o augmant other

security personnel

forthe annual

Traslacion during

‘the Feast of the

== Black Nazarene on

% January 9. (All Vicoy)

0
J(./
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|diers arrive at the Quiapo Cherch in Manila yesterday as part of security measures for the Black Nazarene feast. mweamonoso

Army so

v

o
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‘Afioturmeddo
pleaforhelpy’

By EDU PUNAY

When Marine Lt. Col. Ferdinand Marcelino was ar-
rested by anti-narcotics agents in a shabu laboratory in
Sta. Cruz, Manila on Jan. 21 last year, he immediately
phoned a superior in the Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines (AFP) for help,

Probers ct the Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy (PDEA) and Philippine
National Police Anti-Illegal

Drug Group (PNP-AIDG)

found that at around 1:30
a.m, Marcelino called the
AFP official with code name
“Perseus” to ask for a mis-

sion order to justify his pres- -

ence inthe townhouse where

nearly 77 kilos of shabu, with

a street value of P380 million,
were seized.

After checking the phone
number of Perseus, it was
found that the same number
was.owned hy then Intelli-
gence Service of AFP (ISAFP)
chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo Afo,
whois now AFP chief of staff.,

Also vesterday, Judge Dan-
el Villanueva of the Manila
Regional Trial Court Branch
49 ordered the transfer of
Marcelino and informant Yan
Yi 3hou, a PDEA informant
who was arrested along with
Marceling, to the city jail.

Earlier this vreek, Marcelino
surrendered to the AFP Pro-
vost Marshal and Yan fo the
Naticnal Bureau of Investiga- -
tion (NBI} .

“Yan 15 being transferred to
the Manila City Tail in compli-
ance with the order stated m
the wairant of arrest issued
against him and Marcelino for
them to be committed to the
said jal facility,” said Moises
Tamayo, whn heads the NBI's
Special Task Force. |

- Philippine National Police
chief Director General Ronald
dela Rosa yesterda;, welcomed
Marcelino’s surrender, but
said the “military should sub-
mit him to the custody of the
court that issued the v-arrant
of arrest.”

However, he also said he
sees no problem 1f Marcelino
is in AFP custody.

“Whether it's the 1aditary,
police or the court, there is
no problem as long as he is
under custody and avzilable

H

!

_k

to face the charges against
him,” Dela Rosa said.

Recorded
conversaticn

The probers cited the
phone conversation between
Marcelino and the AFP offi-
cial that was recorded in Mar-
celino’s confiscdted mobile
phone, which was submitted
te the court as evidence in
the drug charges against him
and Yan .

In the conversation —a copy
of the transcript of steno-
graphic notes was obtained
by The STAR from a source
privy to the investigation of the

s

wn Marcelino

case — Marcelino intormed his
superior of his ordeal and that
he wasbeing arrested by PDEA
and PNP-AIDG men atter then
AFP chret of staff Gen. Her-
nando Iriberri intormed them
that his supposed intelligence
operation had no authority.
Marcelino admitted that he

“) did not have the written mis-

sion order or authority to con-
duct his supposed mtelligence
operation.

Marceline tcld Perseus he
assumed that the “special
project” had the go signal from
the AFP leadership as allegedly
relaved to bim by Iriberri's
aide, identified onty as “Joel.”

Perseus told Marcelmo that
a written order from the head
of his designated umt is neces-
sary for such an operation

On his cwn

Marceiino is designated as a
commandant at the Philippine
Navy. '

The former FDEA official,
who was key to major anti-
narcotics accomplishments
in previous admimstrations,
begged Perseus to call Irtberri
and inform PDEA chiet Arturo
Cacdac about his supposed
intelligence operation.
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But ithe AFP official sug-
gested to Marcelino io mstead
ask for help from Joel because
he could not 1ssue the author-
ity since the arrested Marine
officer was not under his com-
mand. ]

“Wala naman akong author-

-ty kase linds ko naman howak |

" yen. What 1 can only do for you

" 1s only kung ano pagkakakilale ko
sa o (1 don't have authority

“because that’s not under me.
What I can only do for you is
to bat for your reputation),”
Perseus told Marcelino.

“Ang kailangan mo ay (What
you need is) authority from
chief of staff. I will just try
my best effort. But as far as
authority, wala akong (1 den't
have) authority,” he stressed.
. Atthe end of the conversa-
tion, the AFP official said he
was not aware of the operation
and that given the circum-
stances, it appeared that Mar-
celino was on his own. -

* “Kasi parang nag operate ka
ng solo dyan eh. Tawagan mo
si Joel (It seems that you're
operating on your own there.
Just call Joel),” Perseus sug-
gested. _

- During preliminary irves-
tigation in the Department of

!

IS

[ warosiino”

FRSAIY

Justice, prosecutors asked Mar- -
celino for his misston order.

But what Marcelino submut- .
ted was a certificate from the -
Philippine Army Intelligence
and Security Group dated Tan.
22, 2016 showing Marcelino
was tapped for intelligence
sharing i November and De-
cember last year for an opera-
tion against Army personnel
suspected to be involved in the
illegal drugs trade in the coun-
try. It was signed by then I5G
cnmmander Col. Marlo Culcy.

Marcelino and Yan were
then indicted for possession
of illegal drugs — With Ghio
Ong, Emmantiel Tupas
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~ 100% pay hike
for soldiers, cops in 2018

The admimstration would
be able to fulfill President
Duterte’s promuse to double
the salaries of soldiers and po-
licemen ome-and-a-half years
after he repeatedly promised
itlagt year = -

In radio and television in-
terviews this week, Budget
Secretary Bemyamin Diokno
said debvering on the promise
is “doable” 1 2018. '

He projected the uni-
formed personnel of the mil-
itary and the police weuld

recerve approximately double:

their pay starting in January
nevt year - )

Shortly after assuming of-
fice in June, the President vis-
ited military and police camps.
He repeatedly assured soldiers
and policemen that they would
receive a 100 percent increase
m pey by last month.

“You look. at your pay en-
~velope mn-December, you will
have double what you are
receiving,” Duterte told them

When it became obvious’

that Malacafiang could not
deliver on Duterte’s prom-
ise, Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV
said the President raised false
kepes among soldiers and
policemen,

“He’s just a big talker who
makes empty promises,”

. ByJESSDIAZ
Trillanes said.

But Diokno said the 100-per-
cent doable increase ir 2018

would be a combination of an
adjustment mbasic salary and
additional allowances:

He said the mcrease would
include the pay increments
uniformed personnel would
recerve under the govern-
ment’s four-year salary adjust-

“ment program, and 1ncentives

the President ordered granted
toward the latter part nf 2016,
including addittonal combat
PN o -
Diokno said ore reason the
100-percent pay hike would be
in the form of allowances is to
avoid increasing the pension
of military and police retirees

He explamed that under the
law, pension goes up once the
basic pay of those in the active
service is increased.

Diokno pointed out the gov-
ernment wants to discontinue
this practice; since pension
benefits are now eating up a
huge chunk of the military
budget. |

He projected that if the prac-
tice continues, up to 70 percent
of the military budget would
go to pensioners.

This would be unfair to
those in the active service,

7
fv

. Diokno said

Another reason the budget
chiet did not disclose is if a
large. part of the 100-percent
increase is in the form of an
adjustment in basic pay in-
stead of allowances, it would
trigger a demand for a similar
hike from other state workers
like teachers. R

Already, public school
teachers, who comprise the
single biggest sector in the
bureaucracy, are clamoring for
an increase 1n allowances, say-

1nig they too, like soldiers, are

doing a noble mission,

The tour-year salary up-
grading covers all state offi-
cials and employees.

The lowest-paid teacher,
who holds Salary Grade 11,
now recerves an adjusted basic
monthly salary of P19,620 and
will have .a total of P2,205 in
annual increments by 2019,
when the upgrading program

ends. His or her basic pay will

go up to P20,754.

The lowest-paid soldiers
and policemen will get less,
since they are Jower in pay
grade than teachers. They get
the equivalent pay for Salary
Grades 8-9, or between P16,000
and P17,000. They receive
more than P20,000, inclirding
allowances.

i
|
!
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TO indlttary
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military strategy chat 21ms (O
pid national seaniy .
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state and address threats to
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New 6-vr plan seeks to crush thadlsts

of criticism by Iertlst gloups
seeking 4 prace deal wiih the
goveinment, - -

The new military strat"gy, me—

sented mmﬂnarytop brass, defense’

offictals led by Secretars Delfm fo-

renzana and key national securtty

ofticials, wil: serve as the “bineprint”

ofhow the AFPwill conduct s ram-

paigns, said Col. Eigard Aievalo,
ctuet of the AFP Public Affairs Office.
The plan wascrafted by a techni-
cal woiking group fromthe AFP in
consultation with various govern-
ment agencies.
Top military field commanders,

major service commanders, Wide

Support and Separate Unit com- -

manders, and key staff of the AFD
were in attendance af the sec"m'ity
meeting presided bv Lorenzana. -

Arevalo said that duing the meet-
g the AFP rhuef *was cleat, roncise,

and direct in s pronouncement

that the top prionty of the AIP
under his leadetship shall be the
destruction of the terrorist groups.”

To achieve this Afio disciosed
that besides the conduct of focused
combat operations employing the
resouices of the AFP, “I desire that
we enhance stakeholder engage-

ment to ensure robuqt participa-
, local government *

here to exercise the highest degree
of commandership After all, the
most mportarii elemeni of com-
bat power 1s lcadershup. Do and
give yow best and together we will
create a winning team and get the
job done.” Afio pointed out

The AFP chief also vowed to
give pilority to iTontline umts 1
the assigiment of the best.officers.
enlisted soldiers, airmen, sailors

. and Marines,

s

non of the mhgwus eertor and )
». give them the ﬁghtmg edge, 1118

S

= P B end, Iwantevenvone"

“And as such, we must take care
ot them. While we endeavour to

‘as essential that we increase then
survivability rate,” he emphasized.
_ At the same time, the AFP out
must look out for the welfaie
of its personnel and their loved
ones, especially those who were
combai casualties, by expediting
the processing of the benefits due
them; streamlinming the process
and rauonalizing the requirements
for promotion, schooling, and
awards; as well was the disposition
of cases, Afio said.
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,Iiy Mario J. Mallarl

The Armed Fcrces of the

'J)E ilippines {AFP) yesterday

“Oftioially lannched iis new

campalgn plan that will serve as

““bhe print” of military operations
durmg the entire Duferte

" administration

-“Dubbed Devnlopment Support

* and Security Plan Kapayapaan, the

“héw military campa.lgn plan was
_ presented to venior officials of the

'AFP during the first command
conference for 201 m Camp

Agumaldo

=y Defense Secresary Delfin

Lorenzana presided over the high-
level meeting of the AFP top brass.
“Col. Edgard Arevalo, AFP Public

‘A:I:tau-s Office chief, said that in

attendance were top military field
commanders, major service
commanders, Wide Support and
Separate Unit cormmanders, and key
statf of the AFP

» *“The mhtary fop brass, and panel
chairman of Government
Implementing Panel for Bangsamoro,
and Peace accords were invited to
attend the caucus,” Arevalo said.
" . Arevalo said that the command
comierence served as venue for the
launchmg vf the new AFP campaign
plan Development Support and
Security Plan Kapavapaan that
repiaces Internal Peace and
Security Plan Bayanihan that
expired on Dacember 31, 2016.

~ “The document. will serve as the

‘blueprint’ as to how the AFP shall
conduct 1ts campaigns,” Arevale
said.

Another h;ghhght of the
conference was the 19suance of the
Command Gudance by AFD chief
of staff Gen Eduardo Afio: -

“He waa clear, conelse and
direct 1n his pronouncement that
the top priority of the AFP under
his leadership shall be the
destrnetion of the terrorist groups
of the ASG, Maute Group, BIFF
and other foreign and ircal
terrorist groups.” Arevalo said. -

Arevalo said that aside iiom
defeating all terror and threat
groups, Afio also called on the
military to “enhance stakeholder
engagement to ensure robust

4.

N

Page:

parﬁlblpal:lon of the religions sector
and Jucul government.”

‘From our end. I want everyone
here to exereise the highest degree
of commandersiup. After all, the
most. important slement of combat
powes 15 leadership. Do and give
Jour best and together we will
¢reate a winnng team and get the
Job done,” Arevalo quoted Afio.

“Under my watch, the AFP will
be fully nommitted to the primacy
of the peace process gnided by the
President’s Roadmap to Peace. We
will support fully the government's
war on drugs and shall extend full
suppoit to the Philippine National
Polce and other law enforcement
agencies both mn cerms of personnel
and mtelligence,” Afio coneluded.
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DEFASEITNG THE NEwsS

FP unveils security
plan

) January 2017

HE Armed Forces of the Philippines

T Jaunched on Friday its
_an ‘Kapayapaan” to
nternal Peace and Security Plan “Bayanihan

E and Security Plan’

Development Support
replace

2%

which expired last Dec. 31.-

Under the new security plan,
AFP chiefof-staff Gen Eduardo
Afio said the top priority of the
AFP will be the destruction O
the terrorist Abu Sayyaf, Maute
Group, Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters and other foreign and
Jocal terrorist groups. * :

Ajio unveiled the new plan

Command Conference at the Te-
jeros Hall of the AFP Commis-
sioned Officers Club in Camp

f Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

“Apart from the conduct of
focused ocombat operations
employing the wherewithals of
the AFP, 1 desire that we en-
hance stakeholder engagement
to ensure robust participation

government.” Afio said.

“From our end, I want sveryone
here to exercise the highest degree
of Commandership. After all, the
most important element of combat
power is Leadership. Do and -give
your best and together we will
ereate a winning team and get the
job done.” be added I

«We will give priority to front-
line units in the assignment of the
best Officers, Enlisted- Soldiers,
Airmen, Sailors, and Marmes—
- our most important resouree. Ami
-as such, we musttake care of them.

-“While we endeavor to gIvé thern

" the fighting edge, it is as essenitial
* {hat we increase their surviv ability

“ole will, as we must, look.
at the welfare of our men—and
loved ones—especially those
who were combat casualties.
Expedite the processing of the
benefits due them; streamline
the process and rattonalize the
requirements . for promotion,
schooling, and awards as well
was dJisposition of cases,” the
AFP chiefadded. S

Afio said the AFP will be fulty
committed to the primacy of the
peace process gmded by the Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte’s roadmap
to peace. ~ e

. The military will support fully
the government’s war oD drugs

during the Department of Na-
tional Defense’s First Quarter.

B

ra_té,” Adflo si_Iessed. and shall extend full support to

PRt LR -

of the religious sector and tocal

the Philippine National Police
apd other law enforcement agen-
cies both 1n terms of personnel -
and mntellygence. :
“Finallv, T say there 1s no let-
ter *I" 1n the word “TEAM.’ We
shall all aspire for the collective
accomplishment above - indi-
vidual fulfiltment. Again, { urge
the men and women of the AFP
to wotk with me as we continue
our journey together with our ac-
tions embed with the AFP Core

Values of Honor, Service, and
Patriotism,” Afio said.

-*.The AFP launched IPSP
Bayanihan in 2010 and aimed
to focus on “non-combat” op»-
erations to “win the peace.” g

y 2
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Duterte meets top...

Joining Dela Rosa in the conference
are PNP regional directors and heads
of 1ts national support units

Data released by the PNP show that
a total of 1,017,375 drug personahties
have surrendered to the police from
July 1, 2016 to January 4. Of this total
number, 942,276 were drug users and

.75,099 were drug pushers -

- Anti-narcotics operations r‘onducted
durmg the period also resulted in the
killng of 2,174 drug suspects and the
arrest of 40,557 nthers ;

* A toial 5,998,848 houses were also
visited io ancourage those believed

involved. in legal drugs to surrender’

for rehahilitation

Meanwhile, the AFP was to present
tothe President updates on their opera-
tions and a threat situation report, par-
ticularly on local terror groups such as
the Abu Sayyat Group (ASG), the Maute
Group, and the Ansar Al-Khilafah
Philippines (AKP) group whose leader,
Jaafar Maguid alias “Tikboy," was killed
by government forces on Thursday.

The command conference also
comes three days before the annual
Feast of the Black Nazarene where
. millions of devotees are expected to
attend. -
For his part, Duterte will give his
Commander-in-Chief’s Guidance.

As of press time, the command

MAH I_LA’; By

/

B'ﬂl
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Duterte meets

top police, .
m111tary brass

3\, EI.ENA i.. ABEN

s

Pres:dent Duterte yesterday held
a joint command conference with the
. Philippine National Police (PNP} and
the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) in Malacafiang, with the cogin-

_ try’s top police and military ofﬁelals n

attendanee. -~ -
~ Philippine National Police (PNP)
chief Director General Ronald “Bate™

" dela Rosa was expected to brief the

President on ‘the PNP’s campaign
against illegal drugs under -
“Oplan Double Barrel” >6

41
“conference was stxll held bebind elosed
doors. - :
Big blow e .

. The AFP said the death of Maguid
serves as a “big blow” to the group

. AFP Pubhc Affairs Office (PAO;
chief Marine Col. Edgard Arevalo
said that Magud, based on military
intelligence reports, is a known “bomb
maker” who ‘managed to train othex
bomb makers in the past

Aside from this, Magmd is also a

notorious extortionist said to be he-
hind the bombing incident in General
Santos City. -

“This operation is an effort hy.the -

Philippine National Police (PNP) and
supported by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) and we treat his

(Maguid) death as a big blow to their

group,” Arevalo said, - .

Despite Maguid’s death, Arevalo
assured that the AFP and the PNPwill
not stop until all the AKP’s members
have been neutralized.

“Both the AFP and the PNF won't
stop vniil all of their members are neu-
tralize,” Arevaio said.

“The AKPare just one of the groups
who have professed their sympathy or
alleglance to ISIS although our belief
is that up to this time, those are mere
profession. There are still no clear
information that they have been admit-

20

|

!

Page:

tedor aclmowledge by the ISIS as their
members,” ke added.

Reports had earlier said that Magu-
id was killed at about 1 a.m. Thursday
at Angel Beach Resort in Barangay
Kitagas, Kiamha, Sarangani.

It was 1earned that joint operatives
of the National Intelligence Coordi-
nafing Agency or (NICA), Sarangani
Police Provincial Intelligence Branch,
3rd Company Regional Public Safety
Batallion-12, Sarangani Poiice Pro-
vincial Support Company, Regional
Intelligence Division-12 and Kiamba
Municipal Police Station, were the ones
who conducted the operation that led
tn the neutrahzannn of the terrorist
leader.

The military and police said that
Magwd 1s a notorious bandit leader

- with affiliation to ISIS (Islamic State of
" Iraq and Syria)

Magmd’s three eghorts — Matahata
Inalawe Arboleda, Ismael Sahak alias
“Mael,” and Morhaban Veloso alias
“Bugoy” — were arrested during the
operation,

Prior to his death, Maguid and his
group had escaped several government

- operations

1t was recalled that on November
26, 2015, eight members of the AKP
mcludmg an Indonesian, were killed in
ajointlaw enforcement operation by the
PNP and the Philippine Marine Corps
in Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat. (With a
report from Francis T. Wakefield)
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Mlhtarywmonltormg Maute

personahﬁﬂes in M

A senior anti-terrorism of-
ficial vesterday confirmed the
presence of several members
of the Islamic State-inspired
Maute terror group in Metro
Marala, whe are suspected of
plotting bombing runs durmg
the Feast of the Black Waza-
rene.

The anti-terror official as-
sured the public that govern-
ment intelligence agents are

tlosely moenitormg the activi-
fiee of the Mate group.

“Indeed, ther¢ are Maute
group persenalities already
here but they're not bombers.
For now we dun’t have any
monstoring that they are plot-
ting to launch any terrorishic
activities ” he saxd

There are reports that the
Maute and therr cohorts from
the Bangsarmoro Islamic Free-

etro

- Story on Pag§ B

P

S g e sy SNl

By JAIME LAUDE

dom F1ghters are plotting to

conduct bombing runs i Ma-

mila to disrupt the Traslacion,
the traditional procession o:f
the Black: Wazarene el
Philippine Natienal Pohice
chief Director General Rona'd

dela Rosa said the police force

has put i place the necessary
security adjustmentsto ensure
threats are thwarted.

* This mcli 1des the deployment
of angmentatien forces from
Central Luzon and Calabarzon
police regiond! offices and from
* the nausnal pohce headquarters
n Camp- Cramae Dela Rosa did
not give the spevihie: number of
persernel involved

" “t¥e have our achons taken
bui we cannoi really divulge to
the public all our plans because

"! IF‘
1

it will become ineffective if we
reveal everything.” Dela Rosa
explained.

"+ National Capital Region Po-
lice Office chief Director Oscar
Albayalde earlier said each
police district in Metro Manila
would depley 319 personnel
te augment the forces of the
Manila Police Distract

On Thursday, Dela Rosa
also imposed- R ban in

Manila a day before and after
the Traslacion.

The suspension of all per-
mits to carry firearms outside
of residence will be in effect
from 8a.m ufjan_xuntﬂSam
of Ten. 10,

Around 12 million devotees
of the Black Nazarene are ex-
pected to flock to Manila for
the annual Trasiacion.

- With Emmanuel Tupas
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E Ang Navouweonans Panavacanc Tacains sz Baxsa PB-DG

Nakaalerte ang Philippine
National Police (PNP) sa posibleng
paghihiganti ng grupong Ansal' Al
Khalifa para sa pagkakapatay ng
pinuno nitong si Mohammad Jaafar
Maguid sa Saranggani Huweb es Ng
madaling.araw.

Nag-vtes 51 PNP chief Ronald
Dela Rosa sa kapulisan na paigtingin
ang pagbabaiitay sa pombleng ag-
atake ny teroristang grupo
ganti sa pagkakapatay kay Magmd

" Sinabi ni Dela Rosa na
kawalan si Maguid sa mga Ansar
al-Khalifa at ibang grupong
nakikisimpatiya sa Islamic State.

Aniya, tiyak na hihina ang
kakayahan ng Ansal Al khalifa na
maghasik ng terrerismo, subalit “di

magtaagal ay may mahahanap din-

itong kapalit 1 Maguid.

5i Maguid av isang eksperto
sa paggawa ng bomba. Wanted sa
napakaraming kaso at itinuturong
nasa likod ng Rizal Day bombing
at pa.mbobomba sa General Sa.ntos
City.

Binigyan naman ng PSO0,000
pabuyaang mga sibilyanna tumulong
sa mga tauhan ng pulisya upang
mapatay si Maguid at madalip ang
tatlo niyang tauhan.

22

Grupo ni Maguid, posibleng maghiganti

Napatay si Maguid nang
makipagbarilan siya at ang kanyang
mga tauhan sa mga pulis na
nagbabantay sa isang checkpoint
sa Kiamba, Sarangani noong
Huwebes.

Inaresto rin ang apat niyan
vy g apat niyang

Sang-ayonsiCol. Edgard Arevalo,
spokesman ng Armed Forces of the
Philippines sa sinabi ni dela Rosa na
malaking kawalan sa Ansaral-Khalifa
ang pagkamatay ni Maguid, na

din sa pambobomba
sa General Santos City kamakailan,
Fer Taboy
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Duterte visits Russian ship:
‘Come back often’

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

After Tresident Duterte
declared the country’s move
toward ar: independent fureign
policy away from its longest
ally the United States, Russian
officials immediately gave the
Chief Executive a preview of
what Moscow could provide
durning a tour of the Russian
ant1-submarine ship Adwaral
Tribnit= 1n Marla vesterday.

Officers of the Russian Navy
and cther officials welcomed
the President during his tour,
where the Russians displaved
their firepower.

According to Radip-TV
Malacafianz, Duterte was
shown the Agmiral Tribnrs’ 2xd-
container launchers of Rastrub
Rocket Torpedo System.

This was followed by a visit
to the bow of the ship where
Duterte witnessed a demon-

stration of the ship’s missile
system. -
Duterte also got to see vari-
-ous military hardware mnclud-
ing the 100-mm AK-100 gun
mounts, six-batreled 30-mm
AK-630m machme guns and
RBU-6000 anti-submarine
rocket launchers :
Kussian Ambassador Igor
Khoveev, the ship’s Com-
mander Artem Kolpaschikov
and other Russian delegaies
accomrpanted the President
during hs ship tour, - X
Atthe Admiral Tributs'Ward
Room, Duterte signed the
ship’'s guestbook and wrote
a short message for the ship’s
commander and crew :
“Mebuhay kayo. From ihe
heart. T hope vou come back
more often,” Duterte wrote m
the guesthook. :

hoping to establish further
exchange in traimng and ex-
erases between the two coun-
tries, Lorenzana said.
Japanese ships
Meanwhile, two Japanese
ships that arrived in Olongapo
City on. Wednesday left Subic
Bay yesterday while the public
was focused on the visit of 2
Russian anti-submarine vessel

in Manila. -

Philippine Navy personnel
held a Passing Exercise with
the visiting Japartese sailors off
Corregidor Island prior to their
departure from Subic. -

The Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF) Escort
Division with two ships ar-
rived in Subic Bay on Jan, 4 for

CE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AF a three-day port visit.
OFFICE OF THE The division that consists of

Army COT¢ the 15 Ingzuma and JS Suzutsuki

The President’s tour of
the warship came barely a
month after Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana and Foreign
Affairs Secretary Perfecto Ya-
say Jr. vistted Moscow to look
mntc possible procurement of
Russian military hardware.

- Prior to this, Duterte met
with Russian President Vladi-
rur Putin on the sidelines of
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Looperation summit in Lima,
Peru last November. Duterte is
set to visit Moscow this year.

During yesterday’s tour,
Duterte and his delegation also
witnessed a demonstration by
Russian divers and went up
to the ship’s bridge where the
Russian Navy demonstrated
its navigation system,

On his way out, Duterte also

viewed the Russian Navy Ka-
27 helicopter. 3 *

Apart from Yasay and
Lorenzana, Executive Sec-
retarv 5alvador Medialdea,
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines chief Cen. Eduardo Afic
ard other officers of the Philip-
pine Navy, Air Force and Army
accompanted the President oo
the ship tour :

Lorenzana said the Rus-
sian government is intent on
boosting bilateral ties with the
Philippires. .

They have also expressed
interest m providing the Phil-
ippine military with equip-
ment, including submarines
and drones, in case it wants to
procure modern equipment for
its arscnal. -

The Russian military is

is headed by Capt.

Division Four.

replenish supplies,

den. ]
The visit is exp

ippine Navy and its
counierpart.

to interact with the

Laude

sailors to promote camaraderie
and naval diplomacy. - With
Michael Punongbayan, Jaime

Atsushi

Minami, commander of Escort

The JMSDF Escort Division
Four stayed in the country to

conduct

maintenance work and crew
rest before returning to Japan
after conducting counter pi-
racy operations at the Gulf of

ected to

enhance the already strong
relationship between the Phil-

Japanese

The Philippine Navy said
the visit also gave its officers
and enlisted personnel a chance

Japanese

scal: 5285, 5285
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THI NATION'S LIADING NLWEPAFIA

Japan naval force enjoying

Ll ET

s,rmmnsﬁs ___

ubn' Bay Freeport may bea lot

of things tn a lot of people, but

15 certain of one thing —.a great

place for rest and relaxation -

This purview comes no less than

from visiting Japanese Naval Fleet Com-

mander Atsushi Minami, who expressed

the overall pleasure of the crew niembers

of the *JS Inazuma” and “JS Suzutsuki” in

Subic as their current site for RNR (rest
and recreation)

- During their three-day port vist, the
Commander of the Escort Division Four
of the Japanese Maritime Self Defense
Force (JMSDF) and the 360 crewmem-
bers (160 JS Inazuma crewmembers, 200
JS Suzutsuki crewmembers) of the two
ships toured the ins and outs of the area
and found great food here

“T ‘have tried a stew that is saIty,ls it
Adobo? Tt was very delicious.” Minami
said The commander and his entourage
also went out for some seafood at one of
the local restaurants in Subic Freeport.-
. “We had a very niee dinner last night
at the Seafood by the Bay. In Tokyo, fresh

seafood 1s very, very expensive. Here, we:
enjoyed the fresh red snapper (Maya-‘

maya) and trouc™” he added -

“This is my first time in Subie Subic1s
averyb1gportandthe quality hereis very
good,” Minarm said When asked about
havingroutine port calls, the commander
pointed out that JDMSF would like to
have more port visit not only inSubic, but
in Manila, “But the details and schedule
hasn't been decided yet.” i

Vlews on Russm

When asked about the port visit of the'

Russian Navy in Manila, the commander
'replied: “Interesting.” Buthe added that

Subic

when they éoﬂducted counter piracy

‘operations 1 the Gulf of Aden, both the
- Japanese and Russian Navy cooperated -

in the security of the area

“Not only Russians, but also People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) navy, we cooper-
ated with each other in terms of counter
piracy Not only with the US Navy, Royal

‘Navy, Indian Navy, Pakistani Navy, and

PLA Navy, we cooperated with each

24

Page:

other Naval ships from other countries
cooperated with each other for the same
purpose of countemng plracv m the (‘ulf i
of Aden,” he ‘-:ald heose

‘Ua[uv: of PH -

The commander pomted ouf that the
Philippine port visitis very importantfor
Japanin terms of havmng, ilteraction with
the Philippine Navy aside frora demon-

‘strating the “Freedom of Navigation” in
the South China Sea, it is important for
the JMSDF to have interaction mth then'
Philippine counterparts

“This is also due to Japan Defense
Minister’s agreement with the Philip-
pmnes fo enhance disaster management
operatmns and humanitarian operations
since both eountries are hit hard by ty—
phoons, M1nam1 sad. -

e T
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|
President Duterte leads ‘e flashing ot his signature fist Jestura during - tour of the visiing Russian anti-suibmarine ship Adriiral Tributs <t the South Harsar :n Manila yesierday. He was jcinad by
Rear Admiral Eduard Mikhasiov, deputy commander of the Russian Mavy's Pacific fleet; Rusiian Ambassador \gor wnovaev: Lieutenant Commander ~riam Kuipaschicov and other ship officars, lig?
in photo arz Natioral Securily Adviser {ermogenes Ssperon. Execurive Secreiary Salvador Medliaidea, forcign Afairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay, Dofanse Secratary Deliin Lotenzana, president
as3iSTant 3ong Go, 3an. Alan Petsr Cayetano and AFP civief LL Gen. Eduardo And. Siory an Page 4. : z_T...,:‘...,
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Vs NIEE BULLPTIN ™~

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWEPAPLA

FRIENDLY FORCES — The JS Suzutsukl (ieft) and the JS Inazuma are docked at the Alava Wharf of the Subic: ‘Bay Freeport Zone
yesterday, a few moments before their departure. Inset Is Japanese MarltlmoSaIf-Dafense Force (.IMSDI-') Commander of the
Escort Divislon Four caphln Atsush[ Minaml. (Jonas Reyes) - R

‘Pr
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L
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RUSSIAN WARSHIP TOUR ' President Duterte check== outthe Admlral Tributs, a Russian

£y E{!ﬂe vessel on a gopdwill visitoManila, at Pigr. B, PortArRgin Manila. Joining himss”
mdr Artern Kolpashrhlkov Russian Ambassador Igor Khovaev Lt.Gen. Glorioso Miranda
and Vlce Adm. Ronald Joseph Mercado. —soan BONDOC

O
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By Marc Anthony Reyes -
@marcreyesINQ Y=
Rachel Anne Daqus, one of the
biggest names in free agency, is
being sought after by practically
all the teams in the Phlhppme
Superliga.
The very popular 5-foot-10
open spikerbared that
she’s “still weigh-
ing her options”
after several
teams reportedly
expressed her ip-
terest 1 her ser-
vices.

The one-time PSL
Most Valuable Player joined
several other players in the free
-agency after their contracts ex-
pired last Dec. 31

Her old club, - Philippine
Army, is still not sure of putting
up a team this season as most of

- its players—including main girl
Jovelyn Gonzaga—are set to
undergo an eight-month offi-

VOLLEYBALL -

DAQUIS WEIEHINE FHEE AGENGY OPTIONS

. cers’ tralmng

Other blg-name stars like Ja-
ja Santiago, Aby Marato and
Ara Galang are expected to be
included in | their respeciive
teami’s “protect 10” list.

‘Sources said Foton. F2 Lo-
gistics,’ Generika, Cignal and
Petron are trying to woo the
29-yeat-old Daquis mainly be-
cause of her leadership skill be-
ing one of the league’s veterans.

But the Daquis camp is re-

-portedly looking for a team that

is willing to give her a bigger
role bothi on and off the court.

: She helped steer Petron'to a
historic 12-0 sweep and the 2015
All Filipino Conference title
where she emerged MVP.

She was also a part of two of
Army's three conference cham-
plonships: * ©

Daquis’ biggest break came
when she was named part of the

_Phlllppmg teamn to the Asian

Volleyball Confederation and
FIVBE Women's Club World

24

Chammonshlp lastyear s
Dagquis has always been
among-the most popular poster
girls of the sport ever smce she
took the UAAP by storm as the
anchor of Far Eastern Tniversity.
Daquiis 1s the second star to
come out saying she will explore
every avenue ir. free agency.
Late last year, Mika Reyes al-
so said she would look at every
available choice on the table as
she looks to expand her endea-
vors outside the court. .
“As of now 1 want ie consid-
et all opportunities,” said Reyes.
“I don’t want to completely stop
volleyball. But there are other
things I may .consider outside
volleyball.” s ‘
Reyes had a banner year that
included a UAAP championship
with La Salle, Philippine Su-
perliga All Filipino Conference
titie with F2 Logistics and a stint
with the national team in the

"FIVB Women's Club World

Championship. INQ
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Defense Chief sees improved defense relations
with Russia

Lui Claudio

Defense Secretary Delfin N. Lorenzana expressed optimism for improved
defense relations with his Russian counterparts in line with the
independent foreign policy thrust of President Rodrige R. Duterte.

Speaking aboard the Russian anti-submarine ship Admiral Tributs docked
at Pier 15 in the Manila South Harbor, Secretary Lorenzana said that he
sees this latest goodwill visit of the Russian Navy as the ‘start of a
partnership’ between the defense establishments of Russia and the
Philippines.

“We thank you sincerely for this cordial gesture and we hope that this will
be the start of a partnership between the One Defense Team -
Philippines and its counterpart in the Kussian Federation,” he said.

Lorenzana also mentioned his trip o Russia in early December when he
met with Deputy Defense Minister Anatoly Antonov and Director
Alexander Fomin of the Federal Service of Military Technical Cooperation
to discuss mutual concerns such as terrorism and illegal drugs. They also
talked about the possibility of future military to military engagements.

The Secretary -aiso said that he conveyed to the same Russian officials his agreement to continue the long
pending Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the two Defense organizations which was initiated in
2014. Both sides agreed that the MOU should be finalized in time for signing during the forthcoming visit of
President Duterte to Russia. Once signed, the MOU becomes the basis of all future military to military
engagements which may include visits, exchange of students, conferences, joint exercises, among others.

“May our commeon aspirations for regional and global peace and security enable us to become good partners,
cooperating and coordinating towards tranquil and safe seas for all,” Secretary [.orenzana said.

The Admiral Tributs is accompanied by another Russian ship, the Boris Butoma which serves as a tanker and
supply ship.
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AFP Holds First Command Conference

Lui Claudio

CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City — Key national security stakeholders and officials of the Defense
Department held the First Quarter 2017 Command Conference 06 January 2017 at the Tejeros Hall of the AFP
Commissioned Officers Club here.

Marine Colonel Edgard A Arevalo, AFP Public Affairs Office Chief disclosed that top military field commanders,
major service commanders, Wide Support and Separate Unit commanders, and key staff of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines were in attendance at the high-ievel meeting presided by the Department of National

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana.
“The military top brass, and Panel Chairperson of Government Impiementing Pane! for Bangsamoro, and

Peace accords were invited to attend the caucus,” Col Arevaio said.

“It was in that venue that the new AFP campaign plan officially named Development Support and Security Plan
Kapayapaan — the one that replaces IPSP Bayanihan that expired on 31 December 2016— was presented to
the conferees. The document will serve as the ‘blueprint’ as to how the AFP shali conduct its campaigns.

“The higtlight of the conference was the issuance of the Command Guidance by the newly promoted four-star
(General and AFP Chief of Staff Eduardo Afio.

‘He was clear, concise, and direct in his pronouncement that the top priority of the AFP under his leadership
shall be the destruction of the terrorist groups of the ASG, Maute Group, BIFF, and other foreign and local
terrorist groups,” reports Col Arevalo.

To achieve this, General Afio declares, “Apart from the conduct of focused combat operations employing the
wherewithals of the AFP, | desire that we enhance stakeholder engagement to ensure robust participation of
the religious secior and iocal government.

“From our end, | want everyone here to exercise the highest degree of Commandership. After ail, the most
important element of combat power is Leadership. Do and give your best and together we will create a winning
team and get the job done.

“We will give priority to frontline units in the assignment of the best Officers, Enlisted Soidiers, Airmen, Sailors,
and Marines — our most important resource. And as such, we must take care of them. While we endeavor to
give them the fighting edge, it is as essential that we increase their survivability rate.”

"We will, as we must, look at the weifare of our men —and loved ones—especially those who were combat
casualties. Expedite the processing of the benefits due them; streamline the process and rationalize the
requirements for promotion, schooling, and awards as well were disposition ofcases,.
“Under my walch, the AFP will be fully committed to the primacy of the peace process guided by the
President’s Roadmap to Peace. We will support fully the government's war on drugs and shall extend full
support to the Philippine National Police and other law enforcement agencies both in terms of personnel and
intelligence.

“Finally, 1 say there is no letter I in the word 'TEAM'. We shall all aspire for the collective accomplishment
above individual fulfillment. Again, | urge the men and women of the AFP to work with me as we continue our
journey together with our actions embed with the AFP Core Values of Honor, Service, and Patriotism,” General

Afo concluded.

.
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DND chief: Improved military relationship with
Russia in line with President Duterte's

independent policy thrust

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA. Jan. 6 (PNA) - Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana is optimistic
about having improved defense relations with Russia which is in line with President Rodrigo Duterte's

independent foreign policy thrust.

The DND chief made this statement abovard the Udaloy-class iarge anti-submarine ship/destroyer Admiraf
Tributs which he visited Friday.

The naval vessel, which is accompanied by tanker and supply ship Boris Butoma, is presentiy docked at Pier

15, Manila South Harbor.

Both arrived last Jan. 2 and will depart on Jan. 7 after their six-day goodwill visit.

Lorenzana said he sees this latest goodwill visit by the Russian Navy, the third time in the country, as the "start
of a partrership between the defense establishments of Russia and the Philippines."

“We thank you (Russia) sincerely for this cordial gesture and we hope that this will be the start of a partnership
between the One Defense Team -- Philippines and its counterpart in the Russian Federation,” he said.

The DND chief also mentioned his trip to Russia in early December when he met with Deputy Defense Minister
Anatoly Antonov and Director Alexander Fomin of the Federal Service of Military Technical Cooperation to

discuss mutual concerns such as terrorism and illegal drugs.
They also talked about the possibility of future military to military engagements.

Lorenzana also said that he conveyed fo the same Russian officials his agreement to continue the long
pending Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the two D_efense organizations which was initiated in-
2014,

Both sides agreed that the MOU should be finalized in time for signing during the forthcoming visit of President
Duterte to Russia.

Once signed, the MOU becomes the basis of all future military to military engagements which may include
visits, exchange of students, conferences, joint exercises, among others.

“May our common aspirations for regional and global peace and security enable us to become good partners,
cooperating and coordinating towards tranquil and safe seas for all,” Lorenzana said. (PNA)

LGI/PFN
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Duterte visits Russian warship docked in Manila

Updated January 6, 2017, 7:54 PM
By Genalyn Kabiling

President Rodnigo Duterte has moved to enhance to the country's military ties with Russia with his visit to
the Russian anti-submarine destroyer Admiral Tributs now docked at the Manila South Harbor.

The president emerged from his holiday break to take a tour inside the massive ship currently on a five-day
goodwill visit to the Philippines along with the large sea tanker Boris Butoma.

Duterte appeared impressed with the modern warship and its weaponry while being briefed by Russian navy
officials.
Senator Alan Peter Cayetano, executive secretary Salvador Mediaidea, defense secretary Delfin Lorenzana,

foreign affairs secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr. and national security adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr.
accompanied the president during the tour of the ship.

President Rodrigo R. Duterte visit Russian Large Anfi-Submarine Ship 'Admiral Tributs” at Pier 15, Port Area in Manila on January 6,
2017. {(Richard V. Viflas / MANILA BULLETIN)

__Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abelia recently said the goodwill visit of the Russian naval ships would
contribute to the strengthening of friendship between the two nations.

‘It also is an indication that our maritime cooperation can further be enhanced to enable diplomacy and
camaraderie,” Abeila said.

He said the president was open to holding of joint military drifls with Russia to enhance maritime security
cooperation, but that the president remains opposed to any permanent stay of foreign troops in the country.

The president’s visit to the Russian ship was his first public engagement for the New Year. He was last seen in
public last December 30, when he led the Rizal Day celebration and checked on the condition of the blast

victims in Hilongos, Leyte.

Abelia explained that the president took some “quiet time, personal time” in Davao City during the holidays.

The president’s ship tour was limited to photo opportunity. Photographers and television crews were allowed to

shoot the president's arrival at the pier but were prohibited from joining the tour.
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