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Cops to kill narco
yors

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

Tokhang and Double Barrel are
being intensified by another notch:
police chiefs assigned in areas gov-
erned by “narco mayors” have been
ordered to shoot to kill.

President Duterte announced the order
as he met with mayors from around the
country at Malacafiang yesterday

“1 will kill you,” he warned mayors
involved in drgs,-adding that the local .
police chiefs would be-the designated hit
men. . : : N &

The President met with themayors by
batches vesterday — the furst anrte since he
assumed office and went <q a full-scale
campaign against illegal drugs.

Quoting the President, Tarauan City
Mavor Antonio Halili sard Duterte as-
sured them he would not hesitate order-
ing chiefs of police to shoot the narcomay- -
ors jn their espective areas of jurisdicton

“Papgtayin kita .. 1 will ask the chief
of police tc shoot you,” Halili'told The
STAR last night after the meetngs, quot="
ing Duterte. s . '

The President showed the mavors that
he was dead serous about the war on

' Turn to Page 6
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drugs, Halil said, adding that
Duterte fumed about .how
drugs have been destroying
the moral fabric of society.
“It’s a very stern warning
to those who are mvolved mn
drugs that you should stop
he is actually asking the police
to shoot them (narco-mayors),”

-———_said Halik,-himself involved in

a shame campaign where drug
suspects are paraded m his
‘home province, a strategy that
has also drawn flak from eritics

- Apart from the police,
Duterte told the mayors that
he will be tapping the mulitary
in his campaign against drugs.

Interior Secretary Ismael
Suenc, who has administrative
control over the local officials,
was absent during the meeting
but Defense Secretary Deflin
Lorenzana and Philippine
National Police chief Director
General Ronald dela Rosa were
present when Duterte warned
the local executives.

The President said that he
would order the Commission on
Audit{COA Yo review the intelli-
gence funds of local officials who
will not do anything to eradicate

‘drugs in their provinces.

Duterte also aired his frustra:

“tion over the magnitude of the 1l-

'legal drug problem in the'country

. Security at the meetings was
50 strict that mayors were barred
from bringing their cell phones

inside Malacafiang, Halil said. .

:  The Depariment of the In-
sterior and Local Government
¥DILG) invited 1,490 town
‘mayors. and 145 city mayors
nationwide to attend the meet-
ing yesterday i Malacafiang

" The mayors were drvnided
into two groups, with the first
group made up of officials
from the Visayas, Mindanao
and the Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (ARIV[M)_

while the the second group
consisted of officials from
uzon.

In the meeting with the
mayors from the Visayas and
Windanao, Halili said the Pres-
ident again voiced his anger
against retired police general
“and now Mayor Vicente Loot
of Daanbantayan, Cebu who
has been linked to drug traf-
ficking in the region. - = =
v+ He was so angry with Loot
who, as a former police gen-
eral, the President said should

have known better than be -

involved millegal drug opera-
tons, Halili added. -

- Duterte told his audience that
Loot tried to talk to him but he
declined to evenmeet the mayor.

- Halili came with the batch
of Luzon mayors, who were
among the busloads ferried
from the Philippine Inter-
national Convention Uenter
{(PICC) in Pasay City that was
used as a holding area before
the Palace meeting.

The mayors were picked up
from PICC and transported
by bus to Malacafiang, and
vice-versa. = -

Duterte also urged the local
officials who have strong anti-
drug campaigns to continue
helping him. o
- “He encouraged us to con-
tinue the campaign,” said Halili,
adding the President posed for
photo opportunities with the
mayors after the speech

While some mayors felt

tired waiting for several hours
to meet the President, Halili
said it was worth it.

“We were inspired to con-
tiilue the campaign,” said
Halili, who was previously
linked to drugs but has de-
nied the allegations. After
the speech, the mayvors were
treated to a simple snack of
spring rolls, pork barbecue
and other refreshments. Presi-
dential spokesman Ernesto

7

Abella was mum on the details
of the meeting, bul reports said
the President met first with the

mayors from ihe Visayas and |

Mindanao betore seemng those
from Luzon =" =
Alocal official said that the
meeting with the President
was snme kind of a “January
call” on the Chzef Executive.

The Malacafiang mvitation.
- was not limited to mayors in-

volved inillegal drugsbut also

" “local officials Tinked to other
“illegal activities. -~ 5 -

- ‘Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent Chnstopher Go told The
STAR that all mayors in the
country were invited to meet the
President. “It was a general m-
vitation to mayors,” Abella satd.

Abella deemed the meeting’

as a conversation between the
President — a former mayor —

and the local executives where:

the issue of illegal drugs will °

likely be discussed

“Let us put 1t this way, [
suppose the intent is to have
a conversation, he has netre-
ally met with the mayors in
order to directly discuss his
posttion, especially on erimi-

nality, crime and drugs,”

Abella said.
“T suppose it is safe to as-

_sume that that will be part of

theé conversation this after-
noon, I'd rather state 1t that
way, a dialogue between the

President and his execatives,”

he added. -

During a speech last Mon-
day, Duterte sard he would
kill mavors 1n the narco-list,
which has been verified by his
security team, - -

. “Iwould call for the mayors

and we would speak privately.
Iwill really tell them ook for
your name 1 the narco-list.
Son of a bk, 1if your name
15 there, you have a problem.

I will reallv Jall vou,” Duterte
“said in Filipino - With Edith

Regalado
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PH eyes constructive
alliances

Duterte: Frontiers of int’l cooperation limitless if countries

respect each other’s sovereignty

2 GERALYH B SHBILINE

s he Philippines s commitiec o
¢ ! build on-eensiructive ailiances
% with internadional pariners
<Sae and pursue naw iriendship
with others. President Duterie declared
vesterday ai the raditizze. Mev Year
reception in Maiacafieng,
The Presiden. sail ne recognized

thar .ne frontiers of international coop-

ratior. are “limitless” if countries help
sact other and respect each other’s
indepsnience.

e velue partners as we sezk 10
strenciner existing friendships even
ac ve pursue new ones,” the Presi-
den. sa'r nefore diplumats, {:abinet
merntoe.. iawmagers. and other se-
aier covernment officials at the Vin

CEo.uneur afsin

“¥i hehieve that friends help each
other «né uiilize constructive engage-
ment to achieve commoL goals. In
trutk, we ali share the same aspiration
of grecter peace, Progress. anG prosper-
ity heszid. | - . -
Sresident saig the Philippines
o “continue to-build or: our friend-
gl fovzded on 2-cOmMIMOn objective,

ghared valuies, ang time hanorac prin-
ciples o° international law’

Duterte’s remarks came &g the
adminisiration moved tc i2efen he
country’s dependence on iis jong-time
ally the United States ir. protest of
Washington's criticism o1 his picoay
var on illegal drugs. Althougk e has
not severed ties with. the Us, Duierte
has forged cluser eCODIBIC glliances
with China, Russia. and other ~gian
neighbors.

The President did not mention the
US. Russia, and China ir his speech
but pressed the need for respect for a
natior's sovereign independence.

«Ip a world that recognizes our
interconnectedness and respeot zach
others’ sovereign independsnce. the
horizons and frontiers of cooperz- iv4
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i*H eyes constructive...

tou ave virtually limitless. Friendship,
after all, knows no bound,” he said.

It was the first New Year reception
hosted by the Presidént for the diplo-
matic community led by Papal Nuncio
Giuseppe Pinic since he assumed office
in June, 2016 ' -

‘Preserve mankind’

After giving a message and a toast
during the traditional Vin d'Honneur
reception, Duterte gave an off-the-
cuff remarks, calling on the interna-
“’cnal community to “act together”
il “preserve mankind” from the
fhrzat of terrorism.

“7 just finished reading the other
gk fSIS, it’s a book and 1t says there
& lut of things of the state of our... so I
hinpe we can get together, act together,
and just to preserve mankind,” Duterte
said,

In the same event, President Du-
terte renewed his “sacred vow” to free
Filipinos from the slavery of drugs,
corruption and crimmality

The President said he was willing to
do what he must to combat these “three
evils” and pursue reforms to make the
Philippines a “stronger Republic.”

“WhenIassumed the presidency six

41

months ago, I certainly pledged to lead
my country and my people. I vowed to
address three basicevils.that subjected
my people, especially the poorest and
the disenfranchised to the most unbear-
able burdens of slavery, or millions of
them to drugs, corruption, criminal-
ity, and a revolution in the south,” the
President said in his remarks.

“I say io you all now that the sacred
vow remains unchanged. I stay true
to the mandate reposed on me,” he
added.

Duterte said the administration will
stay firm in holding accountable corrupt
public servants for their deeds,

He also promised to “make criminals
responsible for their actions” as well as
“work very, very hard to finally break the
Apparatus of the illegal drugs trade.”

“In so doing, we affirm and renew
our commitment to bring about the
change that my country and people
deserve Certainly, realizing the change
we need comes with the challenges but
we are willing and able to do what we
must, consistent with our constitutional
mandate,” he said. ... ooates o

- Genuitie reforms
The government has also started

N

N

—to-make comniunities more resilient,

to carry out genuine reforms to en-
courage more trade and investments,
to intensify commercial activities, to
ramp up investment and much-needed
infrastructure, to increage revenues

and to improve basic social services,
according to the President. I
~ The pursuit of peace with Muslim

rebels and communist groupis also part
of the President’s priority this year.

“We are talking to all stakeholders
to bring about just and lasting peace in
Mindanao and to finally bring to an-end
one of the longest-running revolutions
in the world,” he said. i

“These changes are vital to make
the Philippines a stronger republie, Itis
on the basis of this political social, and
econonuc and the Philippines will be
able to take on an even more active and
more influential role in the community
of nations,” hée added. ‘

* Addressing challenges
" In ihe same speech, the President
said the Philippines is also doing its part
mn addressing common challenges the
international community face such as
terrorism, natural and human-induced
calamities, transnational crimes, hun-
ger and poverty and international
disputes
“Indeed, as we thrive to be stronger

1
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at our core, we hope to do more not just
for our own people bul for our region
and for the world,” he said. '

Duterte also grabbed the opportu-
nity tv seek international support for
the country’s hosting of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
T guhimit this year: ‘ e

“This New Year, the Philippines
takes un the ASEAN Chairmanshipwith
renewed fervor, a sense of purpose Itis
valor opportunity to exercise leadersip
to advance the regional development
agenda of forging a rules-based com-
munity that puts citizens’ welfare at the
‘heart of every initiative. The Philippines
counts on your full support,” he said.

In his New Year's toast, the Presi-
dent said he wishes for “deeper and
more meaningful engagements” with
the country’s partners and friends.

“To all our friends and partners
in the community of nations, may our
relationships continue to prosper for
the greater benefit of our peoples,”
he said.

To fellow government workers, Du-
terte said he hopes they will be blessed
with strength and steadfastness and
with passion, honesty and integrity in
serving the natien.

To his countrymen, he expressed
hope they would continue to carry the
country towards a more aspired vision

A

of a secured and developed nation.
“Mabuhay ang Pilipinas! Mabuhay
kayong lahat! At mabuhay ang the
league of nations and friends! Salamat
po,” he said. -
“To -your success, Excellencies.
Kanpai! Bottoms up!” he said before

drinking his glass of applecider while————

his guests sipped their champagne.

- Among those who attended the
Palace event were Senate President
Aquilino Pimentel I¥], Senator Cynthia
Villar, Executive Secretary Salvador
Medialdea and other Cabinet members,
ahd other senior government officials.
Vice President Leni Robredo and Chief
Justice Lourdes Serenc were not seen
m the Palace affair

Robredu’s spokesperson Georgina
Hernandez said the Office of the Vice
President received an invitation to
the Vin d'Honneur through an email
last December 28, 3ut on January 4,
“Malacanang called the office to retract
the invitation, citing ‘guest iist was lim-
ited,” Hernandez said in a statement
sent to media.

Apart from the traditional New
Year’s reception. the President hosts
a similar gathering for the diplomatic
commmnni{ every June 12 to celebrate
the = nniversary af the Philippine

Indepenacnce. fWith a report from- -

Raymund F. Antonio)

[y
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Retired Army niratratsa —
[harapng haiay salaguna

LAGUNA - Binawian ng buhay habang nilalapatan ng lunas sa
Holy Rosary Hospital ang 1sang retiradong'miyembro ng Philippine
Army (PA) makaraang pagbabarilin ng malapitan ng niding ip tandem
52 Karapatan Subdivision, Barangay Banay-Banay, lungsod ng
Cabuyao kamakalawa ng umaga. bS- il )

Kinilala ni Supt Fernando Ortega, hepe ngpulisya ang biktimang
si Ricardo Gallegos Jr. 51, may asawa, naninirahan sa nabanggit na
lugar. ., 2 :

Nagtamo ng ilang tama np bala s¢ iba’* tbang hahagi ng kanyang
katewan ang biktima na agad niteng ikimamatay

Dakong 7:00 ng-umaga batay saresuita Rg 1smagawang pagsisiya-
satnang maganap angnaturang insidente habang aktong nasa harap
ng kanvang bahay ang biktima nang biglang sumulpot ang mga
suspek bago malapitang pinagbabarii na lingia sa kanyarig pamilya.

Mabilisang tumakas ang mga suspek hilan sa hindi naplakang
motorsiklo papalabas ng naturang subdibisyon kung szan paiuloy na
kinikilala ng pulisya at target ng mga ito sa isinasagawang hot
pursuit operation. . . ‘

Kasalukuyang nagsasapawa ng malalimang 1mbestigas:on ang

pulisya para matukoy ang tunay na motibo sa krimen.
. (Dick Garay)

]
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Gov seeks probe of ‘lumad’ leader’s murder
amid peace talks

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 12:00 AM January 11, 2017

MATI CITY—Davao Oriental Gov. Nelson Dayanghirang has called on the government and the National
Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) panels to investigate the killing of a “lumad” leader in Caraga town

on Dec. 30.

The New People’s Army (NPA), in-a statement, said itwas planningto disarm~Mandaya-fribal chieftainm Datt
Copertino Banugan and his men but the rebels were forced to kill him, his brother Ramon and a relative, Benny
Banugan, because they fought back.

But Dayanghirang said no such NPA operation should have been conducted because of the ongoing ceasefire
and peace talks.
The peace panels are scheduled to hold the third round of the talks in Rome later this month. A ceasefire,

unilaterally declared by the NDFP and the government, has been holding for more than two months now.
“Why do it when there is a ceasefire? Why do it in the middle of the peace taiks?” Dayanghirang said in an

interview with the Inguirer on Friday.

Col. Michelle Anayron, chief of the Army’s 67th Infaniry Battalion, said the NPA's claim that it killed Banugan
as an act of seli-defense was “nothing but a iame excuse.”

“How can they cail it self-defense? They tried to disarm him, it was only natural that [Banugan] would resist,”
Anayron told the Inquirer.

Anayron said electricity supply in Banugan's house was cut off before the attack. Authorities, he said,
recovered three galions of gasoline and unexploded Molotov bombs from the crime site.

Anayron aiso said the military could not launch pursuit operations against the rebels because of the ongoing
ceasefire.

“Such violence was unwarranted. This is confrary to what they (rebeis) want. They say they want peace talks
and yet they perpetrate violent acts,” Lt. Col. Ramon Zagala, chief of the Army’s 28th Infantry Battalion, said.
Dayanghirang said Banugan’s death is a “huge loss to the peace-loving Mandaya people of Davao Oriental.”
Banugan was a leader of a Mandaya community in upland village of Pichon in Caraga town. Last year, the
Inquirer visited Pichon’s subvillage of Sangab during its Kalidugan Festival. Sangab is one of 13 Pichon
subvillages comprising CADT (Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title)-01.

Awarded to the tribe in 1997 and covering about 14,000 hectares, CADT-01 is the first such title given to
indigenous communities in Southern Mindanao. Residents have opposed the entry of NPA rebels in their jand.

—NICO ALCONABA

g
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Suspect in Zambo fishermen’s
‘slay arrested

By ROEL PARENOC

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Po-
lice have arrested one of the
suspects behind the execution
of eight local fishermen at sea
here last Tuesday.

Arrested was Midzfar Yuno
Nufio, 32, of this city’'s Ba-
rangay Sangali, according to
Chief Insp. Ramon Bautista,
commander of the .aamboanga
City police station 2.

Bautssta said Nufio was
nabbed early Tuesday night
in his house after the police
received information from
witnesses and the personal
accounts of a survivor. _

“The suspect is notorious
and among the suspects ex-
torting from fishermen in the
area,” Bautista said.

Another man was also in-
vited yesterday for question-

ing, according to Bautista.

Police also seized illegal
drugs and explosives from
Nufio, who was charged with
possession ofillegal drugs and
explosives

Nufie 15 detained at Zam-
boanga City police station 2
based in Barangay Sangali.

The suspect denied involve-
mentn the killings.of the eight
fishermen and claimed that he
was at home and had not gone
out tp sea

Bautista, however, said
investigation disclosed that
prior to the massacre of eight
fishermen off Siromon Is-
land near Barangay Dita, the
group of Nufio reportedly
hijacked another fishing boat
and extorted money from the
fishermen. -

He said the incident oc-
curred about an hour before
the same group intercepted the
other fishing boat and execut-
ed eight fishermen while seven
others managed to escape

The remains of the fisher-
men - their hands tied and
with gunshot wounds in dif-
ferent parts of their bodies —
were recovered on board their
fishing boat.

Bautista said the arrest of
Nufio would lead the police
to the arrest of the remaining

suspects.

He said extortion and re-
venge are the possible mo-
tives of the suspects after two
of their gang members were
killed during a police opera-
tion last November following

reports of fishermen being
victimized by an extortion
EANg:

T_'h_e_pchcg,sam the suspects
operated 1 the vicinity of
Zamboanga City and extort
monthly protection meney and
a share of the catch from the
crew of both small and large
fishing boate -

Security
strengthened
Meanwhule, ‘security op-
erations in the Suluy Sea will
be strengtheried to address the
spate of attacks and kidnap-
ping cases at sea when security
forces from Indonesia, Malay-
sia and the Philippines meet

‘next week, security officials

revealed. ..

The discussion for the speci-
fied security tasks of the three
nations came with the latest
declaration of the International
Martime Bureau that the Sulu
Sea between eastern Malaysia
and the Philippines has be-
come dangernus fur merchant
shipping due to kidnapping
threats from the Abu Sayyaf
and pirates linked with the
mihtants, :

Tne Thilippines, Malay-
s1a and Indonesia last year
forged a triparhite agreement
to strengthen security to ad-
dress the spate of cross-border
kidnappings and attacks of
merchants at sea.

But the roles of the sacurity
forces of the participating coun-
fries were not specified, said
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Maj. FilemonTan Jr., spokesman

for Western Mindanao Com-
mand (Westmincom).

Tan said Westmincom
had already done their part
in securing the Sulu Sea but
m.easures have to be inten-
sified with the increasing
attacks largely blamed on
groups linked w1th the Abu
Sayyaf.

He said that more patrul
boats would be depicyed to
secure the vast coastiine of
the city.

Tan said the mpartlte dis-
cussion next week would tocus
on the role of each country and
its specific task in helping ad-
dress the threats.

“The discussion will set
roles and :asking and make
the task more specific for.each
country,” Tan said.
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Aty Persn'ia Acosla legal

counsel pf Marine Licutenant

‘Coroner Ferdmand Marcelino,

urged the Armed Forces of the

Phﬂlppmes (AFP) to help their comrade

m proving {o the court that Marcelino

- was doing covert drug operatlons in
the past.

-, . After the heanng of the drug case

agambt Marcelino and s Chinese com-

! panion Yan Yi Shou on Tuesday before

' the Manila Regional Trial Court Branch

2 49, Acosta expressed that they are open
tor help the AFF can give.

" “Ifthe AFP wants to help their com-
rade, they can do so because this case

- involves national security and national

. inferest while the war on drugs of the

: government is at stake,” Acosta said.

, ~ Marcelino’s camp was asked to sub-

| mit a certification that Marcelino was

| indeed helping in the anti-illegal drugs

‘ Philippines (AFP), Intelligence Service

1 operations of the Armed Forces of the-

National Bureau of Investigation (NBI)

Manila last year .. . .
Acosta said ewdences that wull

strengthen the case of Marcehno todefy

the court’s decision agamst hnn W111 be
- .Jan 3 seeking the custody of Marcelino

revealed soon.

Acosta said they already have'

“evidences that will strengthep and
solidify” the claims of Marcehno that
he was imrvolved in the legitimate anti-
narcotics operations of the AFP ;-

“We already ha: = several submitted
documents but the judge wants some
other documents, so we will try our
best,” Acosta said. ;

Furthermore, the Public Attorney S
Office Chiet said that this time, the
certification on the role of Marcelino in
the anti-drug operations “will be more
specific* saying that the “manner of
how Mareelino conducted the eovert
operations” will be included on the said
documents.

of the AFP (ISAFP) Phlhppme Drug
Enforcement Agency PDEA), and the .
¢ -in theanti-drug campaign be document-
prior to his arrest in a drug famhty m ."- edeven. if Marcelino’s camp was able to

- showthe same in a court in Quezon City

" -which dismissed the case,

~ According io Acosta, Judge Daniel
Villanueva wants that Marcelino’s role

- Meantime, the urgent motion for
Commitment Order filed by the AFP on

has been submitted for resolution
Legality of the detention of Marcelino
under AFP's waich is still being studled
according to the court. :
Marcelino and Yan, who face charg-

es of possession of illegal drugs, were

arrested by authorities in an alleged
shabu laboratory in Manila in January.
last vear Mareelino has claimed that
he was doing surveillance operation
{hat night following a tip from Yan, who
served as an asset for 11 years.

Marcelino and Yan's arrest warrant
came outlate Deeember. They both sur-
rendered on the s@me day. Marcelino
turned himself over the AFP while Yan
surrendered to the NBI

0
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AFP urged to help Marcelin

Lawyer Persida Acosta, legal
counsel of Marine lLieutenant
Coroner Ferdinand Marcelino, urged
the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) to help their comrade in
proving fo the court that Marceling
was doing covert drug operations
in the past.

After the hearing of the drug case
against Marcelino and his Chinese
companion Yan Yi Shou on Tuesday
at the Manila Regional Trial Court
Branch 49, Acosta said they want
help from the AFP.

“If the AFP wants to help their
comrade, they can do so because
this case involves national security
and national interest while on the

war on drugs of the government Is
at stake.” Acosta said. :

Marcelino’s camp. was asked to
submit a certification that the Marine
officar was indeed helping in the
arti-ilegal drugs operations of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP), Intelligence Service of the AFP
(ISAFP), Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA), and the National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) prior to
his arrest in a drug fadlity in Manila
last year.

Acosta, however, said they wiil
reveal soon the evidences that will
defy the court’s decision against
Marcelino.

Acosta said they already have

i

o0 in drug case

“avidences that will strengthen and
solidify” the claims of Marcelino that
he was involved in the legitimate
anti-narcotics operations of the
AFP.

“We already have several
submitted documents but the judge
wants some other documents, so we
will try our best,” Acosta said.

Furthermore, the Public Attorney’s
Office chief said that this time,
the certification on the role of
Marcelino in the anti-drug operations
“will be more specific”, saying that
the “manner of how Marcelino
conducted the covert operations” will
be included on the said documents.
(Betheena Kae Unite)
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Extortion possible motive
for slay of 8 fishermen — AFP

" By FRANGIST. WAKEFIELD

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines-Western Mindanao-
Command (AFP-WesMinCom?}
said vesterday that it was al-

ready working closely with the

Philippine National Police (PNP)
in hunting duwn the suspects
who perpetrated the killing of
eight fishermen on board:a fish-
ing boat off the high seas of Laud
Siromon, Barangay Dita, Zam-
boanga City, Monday night.
Army Major Filemon L Tan
Jr. AFP WesMinCom spokes-
man, said government troops
from the Marine Battalion Land-
ing Team-11 is helping out the
Zamboanga Police Office in
tracking down the suspects..
"The PNP is leading the
investigation and operations
to hunt down the suspects. We
(military) are just supporting
them on the matfer," Tan said.
Col. Juvymax Uy, command-
er of the AFP Task Force Zam-
.boanga, earlier said that they
“were looking into extortion as the
" possible motive for the attack.
"Extortion on fishermen,

those who perpetrated the attack
are lawless elements," he said.

Tan said that, based on re-
ports he received from ground
umits, the fishing boat owned by
a gertain "Mumar” from Sangali
and manned by 15 personnel,
was successively shot by five
unidentified armed men, killing
eight of its crew members.

. Reports added other crew
members were able to jump off
the boat, and survived by swim-
ming away from the area.

Tan said at 8:40 a.m. Tuesday,
Hon. Daud Bakil, the barangay
chairman of Sangali, Zamboanga
City, appeared before the Sangali
Police Station with one Kervin
Banahan, 37, a resident of San-
gali, to provide additional infor-
mation on the strafing incident.

Tan said the seven survivors
were found on Siromon Island in
Zamboanga City and were later
rescued.” . .

"The survivors were rescued
by members of the Special Fore-
es, Army, 11th Marine Battalion,
Zamboanga City Police Office
and Philippine Coast Guard,"
Tan said.
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Pulse poll: 74% buck
need for military rule

The polls condust=G from Tiecember & to 11

By Ted Tuvers,
Bngie M. Rosales
and Charlie V. Manalo

pregident Duterte’s frequent OVeTEIreS
on martial law does not sit well with many
Filipinos based on the results ofa Pulse
Asia survey which showed seven out of i0
respondents do not see military ruie as a
necessity to solve the country’s problems.

showed 74 pereent of L200 respondemis said they
“disagree” to the poiisier's guery: “Candidly
gpeaking, it may be Luo#Ssary I0W te have martial
Iaw to solve the many crises of the nation.”
 Only 12 percent agreed with the snggesiion of
martial law being impnsed while 14 percent said
+hey are “cndecided.”

Mz, Draterte In 8 paeent speech broached -the possibiity
of secking & revision of the coruitivtis on the irposition
o martial rule under the Constigution primarily on the
requirement for the President to submit a report to
Congress within 48 hours of its declaration and that the

maposition. car fast on'y 6G days, unlass Congress
extonds this.

The oppesition to the need for martial riie was
mghest in Metro Manila at 8l percant, followeid by
Mindanao at 7H prreent, Luson at 74 percent and
Visayas at 67 percent.

Visayas respondents were most .receptive to
martial law but at only 1 percent, followed by
Luzen at 13 percent, Mindanao at 11 percent and
Metrc Manila at seven percent. _

Across economic classes, disagreement was highest
among class D at 7 percent and ABC af 75 percent.

' Turn to. page .2
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Agreement was highest among class
E at 14 percent.

"Mr. Duterte also repeatediy

floated suggestions of declaring
martial lawn some of his speeches
over the past six months, saying he
E*temptea* to do-go-biit noted that
it will be likely opposed by the
public. - -

In a speech last Decﬂmber the
Presideni said that he wants
Congressto ease the constitutional
Tequirements for a Commander in
Chief to implenient martial law.

———His-suggestions on-the imposition -

martial law were all related to
putting more teeth to his campaign
aguinst the narcotics irade.

- As a response to the Pulse Asia
report, Presidential spokesman
Ernesto Abella reiteruced Mr.
Duterte’s stance that declaring
“martial law is unnecessary. -

" “The President earlier said that
_thie imposition of martial law does
not seem to improve significantly the
“lives of the Filipinos,” Abella said
in a text message to journalists.
Abella added even if Mr.
Duterte is a fan of former
‘President Ferdinand Marcos Sr., he

recognizes that the late strongman’s

martial law from 1872 to 1981 was

heavily tainted w1th violation of

rights
« - “The experience during the
administration of former President
Marcos as the best argument for
President Duterte not to declare
martial law,” he added.
- ‘Body should heed poll resulis’
Duterie critic Sen. Risa
Hontiveros, chairman of the Senate
commitiee on women, children,
iamily relations and gender equality,
said the survey results “shouid serve
ns 4 sfern warning to all those who
rre planning to subject the country.
‘0.2 new form of authoritarian rule.”
“The government should be
2uided by this latest survey to uphold
he rule of law and safeguard
lemocracy. Filipinos do not want a
lictator 50 any leader of the
overnmeni should not act like
ine,” she added, _
“Lastly, the Marcoses must see
lus as a clear message to stop their
ngd attempt to paint a rosy picture
! martial law." Hontiveros added.
Sen. Bam Aquino shared the
e observation in interpreting the
=sults of the survey.
“It’ a complete rejection of this
pe of leadership, that type of

governance that has leanings on

- violence or martial rule,” he said.

- While the public is well aware
of the problems on illegal drugs,
terrorism and othet issues, Aquino
said that clearly, they stand against
such kand of gpproach in dealing
with the problems of the country.

Tt doesn™ help, Aquino said, that
President Duterte has been giving
flipflopping statements on whether
he will consider resorting to martial
rule in addressing the roncerns of
the country. -

- A member of the House
“independeni bloc also warned Mr.
~Duterte-of enfertaining-any ideaof —

regorting to military rule at any
point under his administration

barring any amendment tothe 1087
Constitntion. r

Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman said
with the Pulse Asia survey results,
Dutterte is left-with no recourse but
te adhere tv the people’s
overwhelming seritiment.

“The 7 oercent. of Filipinos who
disagree with the implementation
of martial law in solving pressing
national problems is a categorical
signa] to the Duferte administration
not to consider resort to .2 martial
law regime,” said Lagman.

Lagman said the survey result
was expected as there really was
no-hasis for declaring Martial Law.

“In the first place, the bases for
declaring martial Jaw are absent.
They are invasion and rebeilion, and
when public safety requires the
imposition of martlal law, said
Lagman, -

“The adverse reac'tmn of the
people fo authoritarian rule must
compel the President to explain
‘what he means by his -enigmatic
statement that ‘I am smarter than
martial law,’ when asked whether
he would declare martial law, he
added -

- “Does he mean to 1mpress that
without even-declaring martial law
he-can impose and realize the effects
of martial law like the unabated
extrajudicial killings relative to his
deadly campaign against the drug
menace?” said the solon.

“The people have spoken.
President Duterte and his men must
stop talking-about tinkering with the
revival of martial law,” Lagman
averred,

Pulse Asia said tha.t among the
hot topies when the survey was
taken were the resignation of Vice-
President-Maria Leonor G. Robredo
on December 4 as head of the

Housing and Urban Development
Coordinating Council (HUTICC) after
being barred by Mr. Duterte from
attending Cabinet meetings due to
‘irreconcilable differences” between
them; the decision of the Supreme
Court (SC) by a vete of 35 (iwith
one absténiion) to dismiss the
consolidated petitions arguing
agamnmst the burial of former
President Ferdinand E. Marcos at
the Libingan ng mga Bayani (LNMB);
the investigation by the Senafe and
the National Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) into the killing of Albuera
Mayor Rolando Espinosa Sr.; the
recomimendstion nwds by the ™

Senate Committee on Justiceto file

kidnapping, murder, and pegjury
charges agamst Mr Eigar
Matobato, a self:confessed member
of the so-ralled Davao Death Squad
(DDS8), who testified that President
Duterte was directly mvolved in
extrajudieial killings in Davao City
while serving as its mayor; the
decision of the 8C to clear three
Jjudges included by Mr. Duterts in
one of his drug lists; Mi. Duterte’s
‘order to arrest gaming tycoon Jack
Lam immediately on charges of
- bribery and sconomic sabotage; and
the Sandiganbayan’s acquittal of
former President Gloria Masapagal-
“Arroyo and her husband as well as .
former Commission on Elections
{Comelec) Chait Benjamin Ahalos,
8r. in connection with 2 second graft
case filed against them steinming
from the botched $329-million ZTE
national broadband network (NBN)
deal.
: EmhlgD[BOmeetsmors
Mumicipal and city Mayors from
all over the country also met
yesterdsy with an obviously agitated
.President Duterte in Malacafiang in
“relation to his thick file of local
government officials mvolved inthe

drugs trade. -
"The highly secured close door

meeting inside the Palace that

lasted for about four hours
happened days after the Chief
Executive warned local heads that
he will confront those invoived in
the illegal drugs trade.

“He was angry, there were a lot
of profanities,” one of the local
executives who attended the
meeting told The Tribune.

A staff of a City Mayor from
Luzon present during the executive
session, speaking on the condition
of Monimity, told.the Trebune that
Mr. Duterte sought their support in
backing his administration's policies

.

and programs.

“President Duterte basically
instrneted mayors io cooperate with
him and even praised some of those
active in; ’fighimg iliegal drugs the
gsource said. -

The - Prasldent invited local

e:mcutlves present at the gathermg ,

of the League of City Mayors in
Pasay City to talk about Mr.
Duterte’s thick list of government
officials allegedly in cahoots with
narcetic syndicates. -

Asked if there were specific
names named during the meeting,
the source declined to disclose
““dnything about names”.

Anpther source, a Mayor from
" Meiro Manila told the Pribune m a
text message that Mr. Duterte’s
messag& was “focusad on anti-
drugs” Sl
“We are not allowed to talk
about 1t yet,” the lady Mayor seid,
noting that the President instructed
them not to say anything about it.

Meanwhile, . Presidential
spokesman © Ernesto Abella
eonfirmed io reporters in an
ambush interview that Mr. Duterte’s
message to mayors is centered on
his no-nensense crackdown of the
narcotics industry. _

- “The intent is to have a
, conversation in the same way that
the president, he has not really met

with the mayors, in order to directly

"discuss his positions especially
regarding criminality, erime and
drugs,” Abella said.

“I' 'd rather state that it's a
conversatmn, it’s a dialog between

the pres:dant and the loedl chief~

executives,” he added
In his speech on Monday, Mr.

Duierte mulled to confront local

chief executrves jotted down in his
thick mmohstsamngthat he is gving
them the option o either drop their
posts or leave the meeting dead.
“Twill eall the mayors, I will lock
them in #o it’s just ws. I will really
tell them, ‘The list.I gave you is this

mayor. i your name is there, son
of a bitch. you have a problem, I
will really kill you,” the President
said,

“The first thing that I would do
isto deprive you of the supervisory

bowers over the police, second is [

will' remove all of your security
detail,” he added. -

-, The President also said that he
does not give a damn even if he
will “go down on the history as the
Butehier.”

thick. Lock for your name there,
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SEAMARSHAL MAGBABANTAY

POISya mlita anit-DUNSa 1S mya pital2

FER TABOY at BETH-CAMIA

. Inihayag kahapon ng Armed
. Forces.of the Philippines-Western
Mindanao Command (AFP-

WesMinCom) na masusi itong’

nakikipagiulungan sa Philippine
Natiohal Police {(PNF)sa pagtugis
‘52 mga suspek sa pamamaslang
sa walong mangingisda sa isang
‘bangka sa Laud Siromon sa
Barangay Dita, Zamboanga City
nitong Lunes ng gabi.

Sinabi ni Army Major
Filemon I. Tan, Jr, tagapagsalita
ng AFP-WesMinCom, na
nakikipagtulungan ang Marine
Battalion Landing leam-11 sa
paghigis ng Zamboanga City Police
Ottice sa mga suspek,

Unanangsinabini Col. Jir
Uy, commander ng AFP Task Force
Zamboanga, na tinitingnan nila ang
posibilidad na extortion ang motibo
sa pag-atake,

EXTORTION

“Extortion on fishermen, those
who perpetrated the attack are

. lawless elements,” sabi ni Uy,

Nabatid na pinoproblema ng

—— ~ " NinaFRANCIS WAKEFIELD, ~ mgamangingisdaang pangingikil

ngilang armadong pirata,

Sinabi namanng WestMinCom
na kabilang din sa kanilang mga
infimbestigahan ang napautat na
agawan ng dalawang grupo ng
mga ingisda sa lugar.
Iniimbestigahan dinng pulisya
ang impormasyon na posible
umanong may kaugnayan ang
massacre sa pagkamatay ng isang
magkapatid na hinthinalang kasapi
ng Abu Sayyaf sa joint operation
noong Nobyembre sa karagatan
malapit sa pinangyarihan ng

!
1

h
—

insidente.

- SEA MARSHALS

Kaugnay nito, pinag-aaralan
na ng TPhihppine Coast Guard
(PCG) ang pagpapakalat ng mga
sea marshal sa Moro Gulf sa
Mindanaoc kasunod ng pag-atake
ng mga pirata. - )
~Ayon kay PCG Officer-in-
Charge Commodore joel Garcia,
ang kanyang pahayagay kasunod
ng pag-atake ng mga pirata sa
isang bangkang pangisda sa
Siromon Island na ikinamatay ng
walong katao.
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President Duterte is joined by chief ‘military and police officials
during yesterday’s vin d” honneur at Malacahang. Also in photo
are Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana and PNP chief Director

General Ronald Dela Rosa. '

14
OFFICE OF THE ARMY-CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.ammy2012@gmail.com - Tel no.-(02) $45-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the tand.




Army Vision: By 2026, & world-class Army that is e source of national pride

555 Local: 5285, 5285

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS —~ Email add: oacpa.armyZM 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9 ‘

\2 January 2017

Benilde gives
Hidilyn big it
to chase dream

By KRISTINA VILLANUEVA
i . After putting her college education op hold fo
glmsue her wgighthfhniadreams, Olympic silver
edalist Hidilyn Diaz has gone back to school
through a full schelarship program at College of
St Benilde ARE - A '

Hidil;ﬁ I;!az = ERNIE PERAREDONDO
T The 25-year-old litter has just started school as

& first year business management student last Jan. - —-

5, seetng the importance of education in pursuing
her dreams ! :

-~ Baring her ptans of putting up businesses ani
heroming a sports official someday, Diaz said she
would wantto set anexample to other athletes who
would smmply settle for excellence in their respective
spotts, learning more m other aspects of life and
continue to grow as a person:

- 'T have achieved something in sports but
there’s nothing like a college degree. There will
be more opportunies. I see other athletes who
reached » dead end in their careers for lack of good
education,” said Diaz in Filipino. She plans to put
up werghtlitting gyms to help in the grassroots
development program and possibly go into a food
business venture :

!
)
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“It's a must for us to get higher education since
athletes seem fo be contended with bemng good in
tramning and in their events, happy where they are.
But I try to change that mindset, let them be-aware
of other things and grow asaperson.”  -.co -

—-Diaz-was-in her sccond vear ay an irregutar-
- computer science student at the Universidad de

Zamboanga in 2010 when she decided to shuft her
focus to weightlifting after heeding theadvice ot her
gnach who saw a dip in her performance

* Thehard work paid oft and [haz went on te vie
inanumber of mternational competttions and went
on to represent the country in two Olympic Games
since, 2008 in Beijing and 2012 in London.

After almost seven vears of school hiatus, Diaz
is now hurdling the tough task ot balancmg scheol
and heiﬁreparahons tor the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
whete she 15 seeking to give the country its first-
ever gold medal. g

. Diaz, whose Ric teat snapped the counitry’s 20-
year medal drought in the Games, takes five subjects
or a total of 15 unzts and is given a free hand by St.
Benilde!in choosidy her class schedule where she
could still train at least twice a day on her Tuesday
and Thursday classes where she has a late afternvon
to early evening schedule and once a day on her
Monday and Wednesday classes where she has a
morning and evening schedule. :

At the moment, she 15 preparing to meet at least
90 percent of her lift in the 2016 Olympics 88 k3 1in
gnatch and 112 kg in clean and jerk 1n the Hidilyn
Weighthffing Open sét on April 15 and 16 S{IE
co-organized with Patricia Bermudez-Hizon and
Crossfit Alliance’s Jason Truman. * -~

Open to all hopefuls, the two-day event, where -

she hopes to raise weightlifting awareness and at the
same fime be a potential member of the weightlitting

pool, will also serve as a gauge for her farget it as-
ghe prepares for the fifth Asian Indoor and Martial

Arts Games in Turkmenistan this September and
the International Weighlifting Federation World
Championships this November in the US. - -

. -CSB athletic director Stephen Fernandez hopes
their move of offering a scholarship tothe Olympian
willinspire other schools to help other athletes
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Full force of military combat power: 51
Battalions deployed to defeat all terror groups

PNA

Armed Forces of the Philippines chief-of-staff General Eduardo Afio said that while Deveiopment Support and
Security Plan (DSSP) “Kapayapaan” is focused on the primacy of the peace process, terror groups like the Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG), Maute Group, Bangsamoro_Islamic Freedom. FightersAnsar-Al-Khilafah Philippines-and

other lawless groups will feel the full brunt of the military’s combat power.

“While we are addressing the ASG (threat and other lawless elements), we apply the fuil force of the AFP, in
fact in the Western Mindanao Command area where the ASG and other terror groups [are known to be
operating], 51 battalions are already depioyed to [conduct focused military operations against them],” he

added.

Afio said this is the biggest ever troop deployment for the AFP as they are making sure that the campaign
against the ASG and other lawless and terror groups will be significantly defeated and their capabilities to
wreck havoc or terror reduced to the very minimal.

He added efforts to combat these threats will be evaluated this coming June to deiermine whether the
strategies being implemented against them are taking effect.

When asked what initiatives the AFP are taking against these lawless and terror groups, Afio said the military
has intensified our intelligence operations and engagements with the local communities so local residents will

report to authorities presence of suspicious-looking individuais in their respective areas.
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AFP hunts down remnants of terrorijst
group

—-Jeoffrey Maitem

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana. INQUIRER FILE PHOTO/LYN RILLON

GENERAL SANTOS CITY— Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana has ordered the military to hunt down the
remnants of the terrorist group, Ansar Al-Khilafah Philippines, hiding in Sarangani province and other parts of
Central Mindanao.

Lorenzana visited the military headquarters in Sarangani on Monday to commend troops for killing three Ansa
Al-Khilafah men, including the local leader, Mohammed Jaafar Sabewang Maguid.

The defense chief said the killing of Maguid, also known as "Tokboy,” in Kiamba town on Jan. 5 and the deaths
of Pakistani national Abu Naila and his Filipino wife, Kadija, on Jan. 7 in Maasim town represent a majer victery
in the fight against terrorism and a big blow for Ansar Al-Khilafah.

“We will continue the operation against them as well as against members of the Maute group in Lanac del

Sur,” Lorenzana said.
It was not clear how many Ansar Al-Khilafah men remained.
But Supt. Romeo Galgo Jr., spokesperson for the Central Mindanao Police Office, told the inquirer that the

authorities were monitoring the movements of three more members of the group in Sarangani.

“No more foreigners this time. They are all Filipinos,” Galgosai.
~ Senior Supt. Joseph Semillanc, the Sarangani police chief, said Naila arrived in Maasim in August last year to

train Ansar Al-Khilafah members in bomb-making.

Naila and his wife tried to travel to Sulu province on
Jan. 7, but aborted their plan when they noticed that the government had increased naval security, Semiliano

said.
The two were killed by government forces on the same day.
Maguid’s group was blamed for the 2015 grenade attack in Maasim that killed a police officer and wounded

dozens of civilians.
On Aug. 20 iast year, three of his men were killed when government forces swooped down on his lair in

Barangay Daliao in Maasim.
In a subsequent raid on the house of Kupang Sahak, another follower of Maguid, government forces found

black Islamic State group flags and bomb-making materials.
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RENEWING COMMITMENT | EastMinCom held
New Years Call

Alvin Santiago

NSFA, Panacan, Davao City — Eastern Mindanao Command (EMC) held the traditional
New Years Call in the morning of January 11, 2017 at Naval Station Felix Apolinario,
Panacan, Davao City.

New Years Call is a military tradition where Military sub-commanders and staff officers
pay-courtesy-call-to-the Commander-of-a major-command-renewing-their-commitment-to—
serve and their adherence to the chain of command.

The activity was hosted by L[t General Rey Leonardo B. Guerrero, Commander EMC and attended to by
commanders of component units (Air Force, Navy, and Army) and Support Units of EMC, Unified Command
Staff and Civilian Heads of Office of the Command.

The New Years call was followed by a Command Conference wherein Lt General Rey Leonardo B. Guerrero,
Commander of EMC issued his guidance in the implementation of Development Support and Security Plan
“Kapayapaan”.

“I therefore pin my hope on everyone as we welcome 2017 with much optimism and great expectation as we
embark on the implementation of the AFP Support and Security Plan “Kapayapaan”. Let us all endeavor to
again focus our attention and energy to the new chalienge ahead” Guerrero said. EASTMINCOM / MCAG
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Additional 500 troops deployed to Davao City
to secure launch of ASEAN Chairmanship 2017

National Police (PNP) contingent tasked to secure the launching on Jan. 15 of the ASEAN chairmanship 2017

These uniformed personnel consists of explosive ordnance disposal experts and K-9 units and their handlers,
were flown Wednesday, said AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo.

——-Arevalo.said-these troops-will-be-subordinated-to Eastern-Mindanao-Command:s- Jeint-Task Foree Mariben:
which wiil is the premier military anti-terrorist unit in the area that is also tasked to support the PNP in securing

the ASEAN Summit 2017.

He added additional troops will be deployed if needed.

Aside from terror threats, Joint Task Force Haribon is also tasked to respond to disaster incidents and internal
security operation.

Despite these preparations, the AFP official said that they are still to detect any direct threats for the ASEAN
Summit 2017.
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AFP, PNP hunt down killers of Zamboanga
fishermen

By Francis Wakefield

The Armed Forces of the Philippines-Western Mindanao Command (AFP-WesMinCom) said it is working
closely with the Philippine National Police (PNP) in hunting down the suspects who perpetrated the killing of
eight fishermen on board a fishing boat off Laud Siromon, Barangay Dita, Zamboanga City, Monday night.

Army Major Filemon I. Tan Jr., AFP WesMinCom spokesman, said government troops from the Marine
Battalion Landing Team-11 are helping out the Zamboanga Police Office in-tracking-down-the-suspests-

This undated photo received on January 10, 2017 shows Philippine coast guard personnel inspecting a fishing boat of
which its crew (C, background) were allegediy killed by pirates off the coast of Laud Siromon in Zamboanga, the southem

Philippine jsfand of Mindanao,
(AFP PHOTO/ STR / MANILA BULLETIN)

“The PNP is leading the investigation and operations to hunt down the suspects. We (military) are just
supporting them on the matter,” Tan said.

Col. Juvymax Uy, the commander of the AFP Task Force Zamboanga, earlier said they are looking at the
possibiiity that extortion could be the motive behind the attack.

Tan said based on reports from-ground units, the fishing boat-owned by-a-certain “Mumar’from-Sangali-and-—— - —

manned by 15 personnel, was shot at by five unidentified armed men, killing eight of its crew members.
Reports added that crew members who survived jumped off the boat and swam away to safety.

Tan said at 8:40 a.m. Tuesday, Daud Bakil, the barangay chairman of Sangali, Zamboanga City, appeared
before the Sangali Police Station with one Kervin Banahan, 37, a resident of Sangali, to provide additional

information on the strafing incident.
Tan said the seven survivors were found on Siromon Island in Zamboanga City and were later rescued.

“The survivors were rescued by members of the Special Forces, Army, 11th Marine Battaiion, Zamboanga City
Police Office, and Philippine Coast Guard,” Tan said.
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