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By EDITH REGALADO _

DAVAO CITY — After warning “narco mayors” of be-
ing killed by their police chiefs, President Duterte will
meet with provincial governors to warn them they could
be ambushed or poisoned if they don’t stop drug deals.

Duterte said he wanted t¢
digruss with all the 81 provin-
cial executives hic relentless

campaign agamst illegal drugs

even if it would eost him his -

osition, lamenring that moze
than 5,000 government of-
ficials, including some poi.iée
oificers, are identified in a2
narco list that he keeps
#1'd be caling the govel-
nors next week. I'd really tell
them, “vou tell your berangay
captains, you have supezviso-
rv powers oncities under you,

i

fhose that are net et charter
cities. you tell the mayors,” ”
Disterte told businessmen in
this aity Satwday night

- While he knew he could not
grve governors alecture, he said
he would tell them, “Do not
be complacent with me, sons
of b+ T will really kill you.
Believe me I will find you and
ambush or Il poison you”

He showed the business-
men & hst of those supposedly
involved m the drug rade m

Turnto Page 3
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‘Narco govs’ rom e

the country. o

the Philippines. Tnside are the
‘names of policemen. barangay
captains, mayors and a few
governors This 1= 1t, complete
with pictures And (tormer
police general Vicente) Loot is
there, thus g*~ na 1to {focl),”
Duterte said-

The cluef executive feels
it 15 necessary to call on the
governors to remind them of
their supervisory powers over
mayors and barangay captains
as he warned government of-
ficers who are mnvolved in the
illicit trade of death.

Last week, Duterte warned
mayors invelved in legal
drugs trade that they would

be killed if théj do not resign.

—Thrsis thedrug mdustry of—He said he-would continue to

protect the nation from illegal
drugs even if he goes down
history as a butcher ]

The President reportedly
threatened and badmouthed
mayors linked to corrup-
tion and narcotres during
their meeting at Malacaffang
Wednesday. =

He confirmed that he cursed
at local executives implicated
in the drug trade. e

“Baka wkala nimyo nagbobola-
han tayo dito. (Maybe you think
I am not serious)..] called the
mayors in the Philippines,
locked them down,” the Presi-
dent said, “Sinabi ko talaga sa
kanila, totoo iyon (I really told

3

them, it's true) and I said, par-
don my language... P*™* 1™
ninyo (sons of b )"
“What hurts me is I am
thinking that you'll protect the

people,” he added. .. . .

In his previous speeches,
Duterte said about 2,000 ba-
rangay captains, mayors, a
few governors and congress-
men, and some judges were
included m the hist of officials
with alleged connections to
drug syndicates. :

He has so far revealed the
names of .about 160 incum-
bent and former gevern-
ment officials believed to
be involved in illegal drugs
and has given the House of
Representatives, Senate and
Supreme Court copies of the
thick drug list, admitting that
he cannot put an end to the

j OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: pacpa.army20’ 2@gmail.com ~Tel ne. (02 845—95.55.Lo:ai: 5283, 5295

problem by himself.
The President emphasized

" that his war against 1llegal

drugs is without letup even

if it would cost him the presi-
dency. .. —

“If it causes my downfall, so

be it if I would be custed, I'd

be glad to go out. Coup d’état?

Fine But I won't backtrack I

“will firush this until the very

last day. If it takes me six years,
six years will be it,” Dutette
said.

He added that even if he is
“just from the province,” he is
sincere in serving the country.

I might be really a small
time boy No credentials, im-
pressive ones, no nothing. But
what I have isjust a basic sense
of my love for my country and
for my children,” Duterte said.

- With Alexis Romero
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GRP NDF all set for 3rd round talks in Rome

24 s;nmma.mum, mmna..eoumw ]
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I‘Ealdeﬂt "Duterte is Wﬂimg“to rebel group in Home before ﬁnahzmg
meet Communist Party of the a meeting with Sison. ;
Philippines (CPP) founding “Dureza and (Silvestre) Bebot Bello
Chairman Jose Maria Stsonin  are there, nasa Rome sila ngayon. I

a neutral third country to advance the. don’t know why they transferred venue, |

government’s peace initiatives - - Sjguro magpalapit doon sa Pope para |

- The President said he would weait for magrasyahan.” Duterte saidina forum ‘
the results of the peace taiks between * with businessmen in Davag .
the government and the communist - ~City, referring to Presidential = 4 !

4
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secretary, was quoted in a press release

_issuedby Officeofthe Presidential Adviser

on Peace Process (OPAPP). )
He added that draft documents willbe

_Adviger-on the Peace Process Jesus  sation betwsen Duterte:and Sison has
Dureza and Labor Secretary:and Gov- - beet described as friendly and ‘warm
ernment of the Republic of the Philip- by Palace official=. ‘Sison, an asylum
pines (GRP) Chief NegotiatorSilvestre seeker in the Netherlands was the for-
Bellop IMI. ik 1 mer teacher of Dutecie at the Liyceum

Byt 1 said, sige, T will jusf wait for.a Umversity. 1 Tl -
witiile: Apt when yowreready, its€ither . JIn his.gpeech before theDavaobusi-
wi]l"goib;-a.l:hit.'d-caunﬂ'yiwlieré Teartal¥. 1ess community;*the Presadent said
to Sison,”hesaid - - 2175 the communistzehely “gave.us:a lot of

“Dutérté assured thatheswould.an.  frouble” buthe canvineed-fhem-io refurn

submittett todayto-the President before

GRP panelmetbers leaver for Romelater

this.evening, S -]
Amongthese draft documentsinclude

' draft agreements and principles firsodial

.and economicreforms {CASER), compre-

‘hensive agreement ot political and een-
“gtitutional Teforms -and cornprehensive
"agreement on the end to hostilities and

disposition of forees. 5

‘hﬁunce-any-subsmnﬁal—outhnme-of-his;;.uﬁhemegaﬁaﬁngtable A
meeting with ‘Sison afterwards. “And He disclosed ihathe-everrwent to the
&fter that, if thers’s somethmg that isTe- mountains to encouragetherebels tofay
ally official and substamtial. then ®= ean. -offvital publicinstaliatione
annoumce to the-world that wé have this “We go (for) some fete-a-tete in the
agreoment,” hesaid. . - | - -mountains andwe got toagres onsomany

' Round3inRome’ . things.and one-of-these1s really how to
“Peace talks between the government help thepeople andfor them not todestroy
and the National Democratic Frontefthe the equipment df government,” he said.
Philippines (NDFP, panels are scheduled _ ‘Major breakthroughs
1o resume in Rome this week. Govern- Bello expressed optiniisra that major

ment negotiators reportedly hope iosign  breakthroughs will be.achieved during
a joint bilateral ceasefire pact duringthe ‘the resumption.of the peace negotiation
third roumd of negotiations. ol . with the NDEP in Reme; Italy on Janu-
TLast December, the President:had - ary19 to 25. - -
a telephone conversation with Sison Ve are prepared to sign side and
and pressed for the need of ceasefire. otheragmements'whilewearediscussing
agreement before allowing the release contents and provisions.of the:major sub-
of more political prisoners. The conver- -stantive agenda,” Beild, who is also labor

V)

" mnd we.are challengng the NDE io
-formalize the uriilateral ceasefire with a

‘bilateral ceasefire.agreement:io give our

" communities and combatantsa rore se-
. pure epvironment for thepearerocess,”
‘Béllo adided.

GRPNDFP peacedallss resumed in
Anghist 2016:atter more'than five years of
mpasse following the glection of Presi-
:dentDuterte where hoth panelsagreed to
reaffirm all previously signedagreements
andreconstitution ofthe JointAgreement
on Safety.and Immurity Guarantees
(JASIG) .and the release of NDF leaders

. “Weareall setandreadytoenga_géﬂﬁ—anﬂ'memhm's.— — =

NDF in the discussion of all-substantive
agenda ineluding supplementsl agree-
ments needed to proceed.and arrive at.a

peacefiil negotiated politicsl settlement.

to-end the armed conflictin the country”
Bello said. S
He emphasized that the GRP panel

is doing all it can “in the spirit of truerec- *

onciliation and genuine guestfor just and
lasting peace.” '

Bello expiained that government is all
setto sign a supplemental agreement on
the Comprehensive Agreement on Re-
spect of Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL) which
will include an expanded role of the Joint
Monitoring Committee.

The government.1s confident it can
-strike apeace dealwith the communist-led

* NDEwhicheounts amongits member or-

gariization ‘iheﬂP:andftrhe‘l_\Taw.Peqple’s

" Defense :Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana-expressed confidence that both
the peace panels of the GRP and the
CPP-NPA-NDF will soon reach an
.agreement-and-sigpa.bilateral ceasefire
:agreement during their talks in Rome,
Italy thisweek. =~ =~ =~

‘Lorenzana sdif the defense depart-
ment and Armed Forees of the Philip-
pines (AFP) chief of staff Gen. Eduardo
Afo recently met-with.Presidential Ad-

“ yiser on the Peace Process Secretary
Jesus Dureza at the-OPAPP headquar-
‘ters in Pasig City:and gave their 1npu
to the proposed agreement - :

“We have inputs there-especially
some of the gripes of the AFP and we
aretryingto discuss this. 1t’s just a dis-
cussion We're not sayingthattherewill
aireadybea signingbecause theprocess
will take-whitjonger than we hopeit will
be. There’s:a lot.of nitty-gritty there.”

"+ TRelease of politicsl prisoners

Human iights watchiog Karapatan
appealed to Duterte to release 392 politi-
calprisoners in timefor the resumption of
peace falls in Rome.

_ Karapatan secretary general Cris-
tina Palabay reminded Duterte:about his
commitment o free;the prisonefs, which
is also an obligation based on previous
agreements signed withthe NDE™ -

“Political prisemers have: gone into
himger strike and fasting, their famifies
havebeen crying outforjustice,and one of
them, peasantorganizer Bernabe Ocasla,
died recently. Yet, 392 political prisoners
are still in jail,” Patabay-said.

At least 20 political-prisoners have
been released, based on themerits of
their cases and the persistence of their
lawyers, families, and ‘human rights or-
ganizations. :
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237 new recruits
beef up Army
battahons

in Mindanao

- CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City- In
—line with the campaign of the Armed
. Forces of the Philippines (AFP) under

its development support and security
- plan "Kapayapaan," 237 new recruits
- inthe Army were deployed on Saturday
in Northeastern Mindanao (Caraga
Region 13) and Northern Mindanao
(Region 10).

The deployment of the new soldiers
will beef up the strength and capability
of the battalions that are conducting
Community Support Programs (CSPs)
i Caraga region and Northern Min-
danao region, according to Maj. Gen.
Benjamin R. Madrigal Jr., commanding
general of the Northeastern and North-
ern Mindanao Fourth Infantry (Dia-
mond) Division (4th ID}, yesterday.

“Carry out the professionalism of a
Filipino soldier and always be guided
about our pelicy - maintain discipline
at all times and do not violate human
rights,” emphatically stressed by the
4th ID, during the send-off ceremony
on Saturday. - x

* Beveral local chief executives and
officials from the different provinces,
cities and municipalities mn two regions
also participated in the send-off cer-
emony, where some of them delivered
their respective messages.

"To all our stakeholders, in front of
you are the new soldiers that are ready
to serve and fulfill their duty with the
best of their abilities. They represent
the new generation set of soldiers
who will serve as partners for positive
change and are active partners for the
achievement of lasting peace and pros-
perity for our Country,” Madrigal said.
(Mike U. Crismundo}

b
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% A-m,r'ax-seldier
gurned ;.own

I'ANAUAN f‘ﬁ‘f Batangas A retired-
Philipbine Armny (PA) soldiet and: lncumbeni
sarangay ceunalman wae gunned down
by twe moinicycle-nding assailants in .
Batangay Paritay Matanda, this town; -

over fhe weekend Supernntenaeni Renert
R. Baesa’ “Ity polics chief, sai Lauro o .
Vic'era.eln 55 a kagawsd (counciman)
i) Panta, Matanda, was waviaid about: -
$0&m lastFriday by the gunmanwhe . ...
‘appivavhed him anw introduced: hlmseif
-as ah Inspacior from the Commissis

on At i(COR). The suspect asked = - "
the victini 1o govith him in assessimg ;=
ihe barangay projects, particularly the -
pathwavs constructed by present baranZay
administratinn. Vicencio went with the
susp=ct hut was later shot dead with . *
- A5 ralibei pistol. (Danny J. Estavto)

—:[,
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SECURITY FORCE - Soldiers line the route of the Sinulog festival
parade in Cebu City Sunday. Army troopers were part of the
security force deployed during the festivity. (Juan carlo de

Vela)

g
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Reserve Command

wants V°“r'i5tllljdents anc

By FRANGIS T. WAKEFIELD

Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) chief of staff General Eduardo

' Afio yesterday urged more profes-

_ ly the role that the Reservists play in’

sionals and students to join military
reservist programs amid the Duterte
administration’s thrust on atfamng
peace and security. SR

AFP Public Affairs Office chief Ma-
rine Colonel Edgard Arevalo said the
call was made on the occasion of the
promotion and donmng of shoulder
loops and rank insignias of 11 officers
in the Reserwist Corps. :

In 2 fitting ceremony, Arevalo said

six Colonels were promoted lo the

rank of Brigadier General, while five

“Lieutenant Colonels were promoted to ==

Colonels 77,
Arevalo said the AFP regards high-

the accomplishment of its mission.

"They are not simply force multi-
pliers; they are important component

and partners in various non-lethal

military operations -and activities. It

is admirable that, despite the fact that
they receive no compensation and
leaves the practice of their professions
for the period that they serve the AFF,
they remain committed, dependable,
and ready to be deployed to serve on

4

Cy

%B

Page: \_5

call with due notice." Arevalo
said

“These are the gualities
of citizen army that the coun-
try needs especially in this
stage of our country at the
threshold of change. We need
professionals who shall put
premium on national interest
and well-being," he added.

Pay hike

. Meantime, the men and.
women of the AFP expressed
its gratitude to President
Duterte after receiving the
first tranche of their salary
increase.

“Our  soldiers, airmen,
gailors and marines, includ-
ing civilian personnel were
happily suprised when they
recewved their respective in-
creases reflected in their first
pay slip for the year 2017,
AFP Pubhc Affairs Office
Chief Marme Colonel Edgard
A Arevalo said.-

"For this we thank the
Commander in -Chief for his
manifest regard o the mo-
rale and weltare of his rien m
the AFP” Arevalo added.
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Professionals; studes u

As the Armed Forces of the
Philippines goes beyond 1ts traditi-mal
role of defending the naiien agamsi
internal and external threats, AFP
chief of staff Gen. Eduardo Aro
yesterday urged professionals snd
students alike to join the various
military reservist programs,

The AFP chief’s call came in the
wake of the promotion of 11 senior
officers in the Reservist Corps where
six sepior colonels were promoted
to the rank of hrigadier general.and
five lisrttenant colonels promoted a
step higher to colonel on Friday.

“The AFP regards highly the rvle
that the Keservists nlay m the
accomplishment of its mission. They
are not simply force multipliers, they
are mmportant component and
partners in various noidethal rilitary

operations and activities. Tt 15 .

admirable ihat, despite the fact that
vhey receive no compensation and
leaves the practice of thair
professions for the period that they
serve the AFP, they remain
committed, dependable and ready to
be deployed to serve on call with
due notice." Afio added. :
“These are the qualitzes of citizen

amlythafthemmmvneea - espedially
in this stage of our country ai che
threshold o1 change, We neeq

professionals who stali f.uf premium -

on national interes; snd welibeing,”
he farther said. -

reedtojoin AF

The AFPRESCOM’s enlistment. 15
through the Military Orientation
Training Course arwl the Bamc (‘mmns
Mititary Traming -

Reserve Ofuﬂers, on -the oﬂwr
hand, are directly commissioned based

- These attributes of prospective-__onAFP Poligy Cireular 30, Those-whe

memais are nov essy to come by but
not impossible to find. Henes, the callto
serve the nation from among the
citizenrytobe commissioned as Officers
or be enlisted inthe Reservist Corps,
“The preservation of the state is
an obligaiion of every citizen. The AFP
beheves that military reservist
programs are good training platforms
and opportunities for our citizens,
particulady the youth tn prepare them
in a shared role in nationthood and
nagion building,” AFP public atfairs

- office chiei’ Cnl, Edgard Arevalo said.

The AFP Raserve Comruans
{AFPRESCOM is onc. - the military'
major support commands established
for the sole purpose of Reserve Force
management, proeurcmen:, and

orgamzagion,
Founded in 1998 the
AFPRESCOM's major task is to train

potensial military reservist; through

- different training courses.

are commissioned through this
method subsequendly undeérgo an
Officer Orientation Program, -+ -

Elected officials and Presiderdial
Appomntees alse undergo conanissionirg
to the AFP’s reserve foree through AFP
Circular Number (3. Incumbent
politreians sueh as Davao City Mayor
Carpio, Sen. Marmy Pacuiao and Quezon
City Mayor Herbert Bautista (who was
among thuse promoted to-Colonel) are
among notable Reserve Officers of the
AFP

The AFPRESCOM’s recruitment.
is supported by the Reserve
Commands of the Philippine Arny,
"Philippine Air Force and Philippine
Navy. All of whick: are also conducting
training programs and courses for
potential AFP Reservists,

“At present, the AFP has-a {otal

of 38b,116-strong Army, Afr Force,

Nary and Marine veservists. Of which,

0

?reservist pro

78,785 are Ready @HETVE - or
constant alert and fraining 282,
are Standby Reserve orthebasefiff‘
axpansion, support:and

for the Ready Reserve, and 13,954
are Affilizted Reserve,” Arevahsazd:

— The--AFP—is—also keem—df——

supporting the Reserve Officéws
Training Cotps (ROTC) and its drive
to instill discipline among the youtig

Currently, there are 1,520,703
ROTC cadets in the 'Ifhem
are 1,268,32 Army ROTC cadets,
881,520 from the Air Forece tmd
563,362 from the Navy.

"The AFP actively supports the
ROTC Program that promotes
nationalism and patriotism among
the youth. It develops their sense of
willingness to render active military
and eivie duties, during peacetime and
national emergency” Arevalo stated,

“We need to train men and women
physically, mentally, and
psychologically, by instilling discipline
and nurturing the vaiues of
nationalism and parriotism makifig
them ready to take on the challenge
of being at the forefront of
nationhood and national well-bemg,
he added.
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Propesyona

Hinikayat ni AFP Chief of
Staff General Eduardo Afio
ang mga propesyunal at
mga estudyante na makisali
sa military. reservist program
kasunod ang pagtitwala na
makakamit ang kapayapaan
at seguridad ng adminisiras-
yon ni Panguleng Duterte

. Ayon kay AFP Public Af-
fairs Gffice Chisf Marine Caol
Edgard Arevalo ito ay bunga

raservistng AFP

ng magaganap na okasyon
parasa promosyon at pagsu-
suot ng mga loop sa balikat
at ranggo ng 11 opisyales ng
Reservist Corps - nE

Sa seremonya, anim na:

-ranggong Brigadier General,’
habang limang Lieutenant
Colonels ay na-promote-sa .
Colonels :
“Malak ang paggalang ng-

\

AFP sa gagampanan ng mga
Reservist sa pagtataguyod
g aming misyon, Hindi la-

mang simpleng force mutipli-

ars, importante rin sila bilang

_ “component at partners sa
Toloheld ang ha-proniote sa ~[irtibang non=lethal military -

operations at mga aktibidad,”
sabi pa nito. . - :

- Nakakahanga rin anya
na sa kahila ng patunay na
hindi sile nakakatanggap ng

1

Pahina. -]

| estudyante hintkayat maging

anumang kompensasyon
at iniwar ang kanilang mga
propesyon para sa mga pa-
nahon ng kanilang pagsisilb
sa AFP, nanatill silang na-
katuon, maasahan at handa
‘upang i-denloy paramaging-
kdd sa tawag na may angkop

- na pang-ulnaws, :

Dagdag ng cpisyal, ang
mga ganitong kalidad ng
isang citizen army ang kaila-
ngar ng ating bansa. lale na
ngayon ang ating bansa ay

nasa estado ng paghabago.
Kaijlangan natin ang mga
propesyunal na maglalagay
ng premium sa pambansang
interest at pagiging mahusay.

Ang mga katangian ng
mga inaasahang reservists
ay hindi madaling dumating,
pero hindi imposibleng ma-
hanap Kays ang panawagan
na maglingkod sa bansa
mula sa mgamamamayanna
maging commisaioned bilang
Officers o maging enlisted sa

Reservist Corps. .
Ang AFP Reserve Com-
‘mand (AFPRESCOM) ay isa
sa major support command
ng military na ftmayo para sa
isang layuning ng Reserve
Force management, procure-
ment; at organization. Itir_]ai_;ag
noong 1983, ang pangunahing
tungkulin ng AFPRESCOM
na sanayin ang potensyal na
military reservists sa pama-
magitan ng iba’t-ibang traming
courses. (Ricky Tufipat)

|
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THE NATION'S LIADING

5, GENALYN D, KABILING. .~ military forces - now. So hindi ko na kailangan ‘yang
, . ‘ <1 want the country freed of foreign mag—patrolya—patmly'a," he said. -
w24 he Philippines is inclined to ~ —foreigners soldiers, ayaw ko,” Duterte The President also said there was

P Ycease iorging military atli- said m a husmess forum in Davao City 10 talk of military alliances when he met

2 ances with other countries in  Saturday might Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe dur-
l line with President Duterte’s =~ e tor the Philippimnes s0 sibatna nghis recent two-day official visit

desire to free the country of foreign kayo Weare gocd'enuugh, Wearegood - Duterte also rejected J apan’s offer

of missiles for the Philippmes. hoping crazy and unpredictable, saying his
there wor't be another world war death would be good for everyone '
«Actually, sinabi ko kay Abe, hindi The President said the North Ko-
ko na kailangan ‘yang mga missile- rean leader, not Russian President
missile," be said. - - vViadimir Putin, was the “wild card”
Meantime, Duterte has described amid the nuclear and missile develop-
North Rorean leader Kim Jong-Un ment by Pyongyang.

|1
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35 eops kﬂled in di'ug

A total ot '—b 1:\r;11c.r.'rruar|
have been killad 1 anti-llegal
drug operations in the past s1x
months, the Phibppine Nabon-
al Police (PNP} said yesterday

The PNP sa:d the 35 pohce-
men were killed while pursu-
ing drug personalites as part
of President Duterte’s cam-
paigntoer d the drug problem
in the country.

The PNP also reported a

tc:..al nf "0 pohcemen WEeTE
wounded during anfi-drug
operaiions t"xroughom th
couniry.

The PNE, however r:L:rJﬂed

that the cases of 13 policemen -

Lilled and 10'cthers « cunded
are shll being v ahdated
Pohce said the Armed Fore-
a5t the Pulippines (AFP) also
recorded three soldhers killed

3

Page: g

B_‘[ CECILLE SUEHTE FELIPE ;
and eight others wounded in

the campaign against illegal
drugs The AFF 1s assisthing
the NP in law enforcement
operations.

The PNP-IMHatwonal Dpera-
tion Center also reported that
2,239 suspected drug oftenders

were killed by police m alleged

gunfights from July 1, 2016

to Jan. 14, 2017 under Project

War

j Doublﬂ Barrel Alpha

Dunng the seme pmﬁd, the

PMF said 45,174 drug users
and puc.nerq were arrested
41,676 pour:e operations in the
country’s 18 1egions. . .
- The PNP zdded there were
z total of 1,025,472 drug per-
sonalimes — mncluding 75,048
pushers and 949,825 users—who
surrendered atter pohce visited
6,309,617 houses nationwide.
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Duterte orders troops
to blast militants, hostages

President Cruterte said he
has ordered his troops to bomb
extremusts who flee with their
captives m abid te stop a wave
of ladnappings at sea, callmg
the luss of gvihan lives iri such
an attack “collateral damage ”

Duterte has previously
stared that he had told his
Indonesian and Malaysian
counterparts their forces can
blast away as they pursue
militants who abduct sailors
in waters where the three
countries converge and bring
their kidnap victims to the
southern Philippines. He said
in a speech late Saturday that
he had given the same orders
to Filipino forces

" Inwhat seemed *o be a joke
or yet aniher byperbole, he
sard he mstructed the navy and
the coast guard that “if there
i arektdnqppers and theyre try-
! ing teescape, bomb them all”

“They sav ‘hostages.” Sorry

collaterai Jamage,” he said ina

spPerH to Off].C].a.lb of the Davac
City Chamber of Commerce
and Industry 1 s southern
hometown.

. He sad such an approach
would znable the government
to ger aven with the ransom-
seeking militants. “you can’'t
gain mileag= for your wrong-
domg, I will really have you
blasted.” he said.

His udvice to petential vie-
tims? “So0, really, don't allow
yourselves tc be kidnapped ”

Duterte’s remarks reflect the
alarm and desperation of the
Philippines, along with Malay-
sia and [ndonesia, in halting
a series of ransom Kldnap-
rings primarily 5y Abu Sarvaf
militants and their aflies along
a busy waterway for regional
trade

Duterte reiterated chat he 15
ready to ve tough against kad-

nappers and cther criminals,

and that sometimes it was
necessart tn'be a rascal to deal

4

w1tlr rascals

He alsn vramed wrongdoers
that cameras and drones can
monitor theiractivities “We have
their faces, so ttwas very easy for
15 to catch them,” he said.

Cm Saturdav, ransom-seek-
ing Abu Savyaf gunmen freed
a Svuth Korean captain and his
Falypino crevvman who were
abducted three months ago
irom their cargo ship.

The gunraen handed skip-
per Park Chul-hong and Glenn

Alindajae over to Moro Na- -

tional Liberation Front reb-
els, who turned them over to
Phulrppine officials in squthern
jole town m oredominantly
Musslim Sulu province.

~ TheMoro rebels, who signed
a 1996 peace deal with the gov-
ernment, have helped negohate
the release of several hostages
of the smaller but more violent

Abu Sayyat, whichis blacklisted

by the'US as a terrorist orgaimsza-
ton for tadnapoings, behead-

mgﬂ and bombings

- Duterte’s adviser dealing
with msurgents, lesus Dureza,
said he was not aware of any
ransom being paid in exchange
for the treedom of the sailors.
At least 27 hostages, many of
them foreign crewmen, remam
in the hands ot different Abu

-Sayy af factions, be smd

There have been petsistent
speculations. however, that
most of the freed hostages have
been ransomed oif. -

Without a known foreign |
source of funds, the Abu Sayv- !
af has survived mostly on |
ransom kidnappings, exterhion I
and other acis of banditry. i

A confidential Philippine |
government threat assessment. -
report seen by The Associpled |
Press jast year said the mili- |
tanis pocketed at least P352 .
million ($7.3 million) frem i

|
|

“ransom* lqdnappmgﬁ Ty the R

first s2x monehs of 2016, ¢
-- AP. Alexis anern
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Igfz;t Abu,
military

‘said Saturday ‘might he has or-

PRESIDENT Rodngo Duterte

dered the milrtary to “blast” the
Abu Sayyaf bandits who have |
been on a kidnap-for-ransom |
spree, even if hostages would,
alsobe killed.. -

“They say, ‘What about the
hostage?’ Sorry, collateral dam-

-age,” Duterte said in a speech

before the Davao City Chamber
of Comerce and Industries.
He added that if the bandits

‘were “blasted everyday™ the kid-

nappings might stop.

“So better not get yourselves
kidnapped.” he told the Davao
businessmen,

On Saturday, officials said the
Abu Sayvaf treed a South Kore-
an ship captain and his Filipino
crewman who were abducted |

Jrom ther vessel off the coast of |

Tawi-Tawi in October Next page |

Stdnda

ordered——

. FromA1

5

d Page: Al_

Blast...

Sources said Capt. Park Chul Hong and
Filipino crewman Glenn Alindajao were re-

.leased after the payment of 2 P25 -million

ransom with the mediation of former Sulu
governor Abdusakur Tan but Peace Secre-
tary Jesus Dureza maintamed the govemn-

ment stuck to its no-ransom policy:

The Abu Sayyaf released Park and
Alindajao to Moro National Liberation
Front members Abraham Joel and Adon

Adak in Indanan town and they were later
turned over to Dureza at the residence of

the former Sulu-governor.

The abduction on board the 11 ,400-ton
heavy load carrier Dong Bang Giant 2 cc-
curred Oct 20 just off the southern entry
of the Sibutu Passage, a 29-kilometer wide
channel used by merchant shipping in tran-

sit between the Pacific Ocean and the South’

China Sea. The cargo ship was heading for
South Korea from Australia.
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DUS0 GRDERS AFP: ONB ABUS, EVEN WITH CIVLIANS

Presidént Duterte has ordered
government Toops to bomb
More extremists who fiee with

their captives in a bid to stop &

wave of kidnappings at sea
-calling the loss of civilian lives
m such an ‘attack “collateral
damage’” v .

Mr." Duterte previously
stated he had told his Indone-
sian and Malaysian counter-
parts that their forces could
blast away as they pursued ex-
tremists who abducted sailors
in waters where the three
countries . converged and

brought their kidnap victims to

southern Philippines.

Ina speech to businessoen
in Davao City on Saturday, the -

President said he had instruct-
ad the Navy and the Coast
Guard that “if there are kidnap-
_pers and they're trying to es-
cape, bomh themall.”
“Thev say ‘hostages.” SOITy,
collateral damage,” he said.
# Mr Duterte said such an
approach would enable -the

- government o get even with

the ransom-seeking Moro ex-
tremists - :

“You. can't gain mileage for
vour wrongdomg, 1 will really

have you blasted,” he said. - ;.
His advice to potential vic-
tims? “So, really, don’t allow

Mr. Duterte’s Temarks; ré-"
flect the alarm and desperation
of the Philippines, along wath
Malavsia and Indonesia, in halt- *
ing a series of kidnappings pri-
marily by Abu Sayyaf bandits
and their allies'along a busy wa-
terway for regional trade

On Saturday, ransom-seek-
ing Abu Sayyaf gunimen freed a
South Korean captain and his
Filipino' crewman who were
abducted three mounths ago

* from their cargo ship. * - .
-~ The gunmen handed skip-

per Park Chul-hong and Glenn
Alindajao over to Moro Nation-
al Liberation Front (MNLF)
rebels, who turned them over
to Philippine officials in the Jo-
lo island capital. - :

~ The MNLF rebels, who
signed a 1906 peace deal with
the government, have helped .
negotiate the release of several
hostages of the smaller but
more .violent Abu Sayyaf,
which is blacklisted by the

United States as a terrorist or-

ganization for kidal_appmgs, be-

o

" headings and bombings.

=i« Mz Duterte’s adviser deal-

ing with insurgents, Jesus.
“yoiirselvesto be kidnapped:™-- = DBureza; sald he-was not aware.

of any ransom being paid in ex-
change for the freedom of the
saflors, ST L s

(At least 27 hostages, many

" of them foteign crewmen, re-

main iz the hands of different
Abu Sayyaf factions, Dureza
said

Speculation, however, bas
persisted that most of the freed
hostages had been ransomed
Off_ I‘ - -

Without a known foleign
source of funds, the Abu Sayyaf
has survived mostly on kidnap-
pings, extortion and other.acts
ofbanditry. - R

A confidential government
threat assessment report seen
by The Associated Press (AP)
last year said the Abu Sayyaf
bandits pocketed at least P353

miltion {$7 3 million) from kid- .

nappings in the first six

monthsof2016. . s ale e

« «.The bandits have mostl
targeted
boats in the busy sea bordering
Mindanao, Malaysia and In-
donesia —ap

slow-moving - tug- -
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 Girl, 12, killed
1 in Bas11an
blast

ZAMBOANGA CITY - A 12~ year—
old girl dred winle her mother was
| wounded when an improvised bomhb
exploded in a remote village in Lami-
tan City, Basilan yesterday afternoon.

Polize 1dentified the fatality as
Saibi Haddalun while Neneng Had-
| dalun was mqured. The victims were
harvesting root crops, reports said -

The Lamitan Citv police reported
the improvised explosive device went
off on the roadside of Barangay bab-
ong about 4 p.m.

Police tagged the Abu Sayyaf as the
ones responsible for the attack, saymng
' it was a tache: to divert the mulitary

operation against the bandits 1n the
mountains of Surmusip town
. The Abu Sayyat is holding several
hostages. An Army juruor officer was
killed and four other troopers were
wounded in the operation at Baran-
gay Cabcaban Thursday. o
~ Roel Parefio

1
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DAVAO CITY - President

Communist Party, of the Phil-

ippines (CPP)founding chair-
man Jose Ma. Sison in a thid
country to {inalize a peace
agreement with the group.

_'1?'1:1(—‘: President said the ne- -
gotiating panels of the gov- =~ :.

iy dyready
to talk w

ith Joma

i nenh ) g !
Duterte is ready to talk t¢ - ment and the CPP-New

People’s Army-National Dem-

ocratic. Front (NPA-NDF)swere
set to resume the third round
of peace talks 1 Rome trom
Jan. 19 to 25 despite tutches.
- Last month, Duterte said

he would not free 130 political
s+ 7ot Tumto Page 10

ROdy I'eady From Page 1

prisoners unless he would receive a
“signed bilateral ceasefire agreement
betweer: the government and the
communists witnessed by a third
party facilitator from the Norwegian
government, claiming he “conceded
to *he commurusts too much too soon.”
+ “The government facilitated the
release of 22 political prisoners serv-
ing as NDF peace pane] consultants
shortly before the start of the first
round of formal peace talks in Oslo,
. Norway i August of last year
o will just waii feta while,” the
" Fresdent said with regard to a pos-
stble meeting with S1son, who lives
1 extle in the Netherlands -«
“And aiter that, 1f there’s some-
thing that is really othiqal and sub-
stantial, then we can announee to the
world that we have this agreement,”
the President said during the induc-
tion of officers of the Davao City

Chammber of Commerce and Industry -

Lie here Saturday night.

Chief government negoliator
Silvestre Bello TII saxd they would
submit to the President the draft
documents that would be tabled for
discussion durmg the resumption
of the peace talks in a courtesy call
at Malacafiang before leaving this
EVENINE b ] v i i

Bello said the government panel
1¢ ready to-engage e NDF in the
discussion of all substantive agenda,
inéluding supplemental agreements
needed fo proceed and arrive at an

agraementto:end the-armed-conflict

in the country:” = - 23 s e
- Among the documents to be
submutied to the President are draft
agreements and principles for soaial
and economic reforms, compre-
hensive agreement on pohiical and
constitutiemal reforins and the same
on end of hestilities and disposition
OffordesPil Bl may pasn - -
“We aré uomg this in the spirt of
true reconethiation 2nd genuine quest

L

forjust and lasting peace,” Bello said

Bello expressed confidence ma-
jor breakthroughs would again be
achieved in the Rome talks. ‘

“We are prepared to sign side
and other agreements while we are
discussing contents and provisions
of the major substantive agenda,”
headded. -

Bello, who 15 also labur secretary,
explamned the governmentis set to s1gn
asupplemental agreement onthe Com-
prehensive Agreement ort Respect of

Human Rights and Internafional Hu-

manitarian Law (CARHRIHL), which
would include an expanded role of the

Joint Monitoring Corrunittee., =777
» And we are challenging the NDF

to formalize the unilateral ceasefire
with a bilateral ceasefire agreement
to give our commimnties and com-
batants a more secure environznent

for the peace process,” Bello added -

Angeles City Mayor Edgardo
Pamuntuan, who s joming the talks,
saud the Philippine government and
the coramunists mutually agreed. to
change the venue of the negotiations
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_due to the harsh winter in Ogl ;
¢ Pamintuan, alsa chairman of the

Central Luzon Regional Develop-
ment Council (RDC) and national
president of the League of Cities of '
the Philippines, 15 an adviser of the
__AP}-liﬁppi-ne-govmént"ﬁaﬁaigi" —
* “Hopes are high that thers wil] be

 MAYor agreements on substaritial 1s-
sues . The maiters concerningjoini/ ———— -
bilateral ceasefire will alse be taken  joint singmg of AFP soldiers and

- up and [ am very ophmsticthatthere  NPA guernlilas, and boodle tights,”
will be meeting points on this, of nota Pamintuan said.

“formal agreement,” Pammtuan said Peace negotiations with the NDF

The ceasefire hetween the Armed were resumed in August after more

Forces of the Philippimes and the NPA than five years following the election
hasbeen holding even 1f 1t 15 onlycov-  of Duterte.
ered by unulateral declarations from In the August round where the
both sides but like Bello, Pamuniuan negotiations were reopened. both
said a formal bilateral ceasefire Agree-  panels agreed to reaffirm af] previous
ment would make the environment  sigried agreements and reconstityte
for the talks more stable - U the Joint Agreement on Safaty and

I “So far so good. The staccato of Immunity Guaranteey (JASIG) and
gunfire has heen replaced by sing-  release of NDF leaders and members,
Ing of songs and conduct of peace  In the second round ajso in Oslo,
fora throughout the country The negotiators exchanged outlines and
Christmas season even paved the agreed to acrelerate the Peace talks,
way [or jomt events punctuated by - Edith Regalado, Ric Sapnu
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Gov’t ready for 3rd mund of peace talks

By Jerome Amng
@JeromeAningINQ - ©

Chief government negotiator

Silvestre Bello IT will submittn-.

day to President Duterte the
draft documents that will be
tabled for discussion Imn the
thurd round ef peace talks with
the Nattonal Democratic Front
of the Philippines (NDFP) in
Rome, Italy, from Jan. 19 to 25.
“We are all set and ready to
engage the NDEP in the discus-
sion of all substantive agenda,
including suppiemental agree-
ments needed to proceed and
arrive at a peaceful negotiated
political settlement to end the
armed conflict in the country,”
Bello said in a statement issued
by the Cffice of the Pregidential
Adviser on the Peace Process.
{OPAPP). )

Silvestre Belio |1l —RAFFY LERMA

The peace pahnelists will go
to Malacafdng for a courtesy
call on Mr. Duterte before
leaving this evening, the_
OPAPPsaid.

The main group of govern
ment delegation will leave for
Rome tomorrow in time for the
opening of talks on Thursday.

The OPAPP said among the

e
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docu.'ments to be submlrted to
the *President are drafts and
other documents for the Com-

" prehensive Agreement on So-
~tial and Economuc Reforms amd ——

| other .agreements on political

. end.constitutional reforms, and

on the end of hostilities and dis-
posn:mn of forces. . AL
Supplemental agreement :
Bello said he was confident
thaf major  breakthroughs
would again be achieved m the

‘Rome talks, adding, “We are

prepared te sign side and othel
agreements while we are dis-
cussig, contenis and provi-

. stons.of the major substantive
. agendas

]Jo, who is also labor sec-

* retary, explained that the gov-

ernment was also set to sign a
supplemental agreeinent to the

Comprehensive Agreement on
Kespect of Human Rights and
International - Humanitarian
Law-which will include an ex-
panded role of the joint moni-
tormg committee.

2y Genuine guest for peace

.- "We are doing this in the
spirit of true reconciliation
and genuine quest for just and
lasting peace. We are challeng-
g the NDFP to formalize the
umlateral ceasefire with a bi-
lateral ceasefire agreement to
give our communities and
combatants a more secure en-
vironment for the peace pro—
cess,” Bello said _

. The' NDFP, an umbrel‘la
group of progressive social and
economic justice organizations;
acts as the representative of the
Communist Party of the Philip-

pines (CPP) and 1ts paramulitary
wing, the New People‘s Army
(NPA).

The . _CP.P-NPA-NDFP has
been waging a nearly 4o-year- .

old Maoist insurgency 1n the
Philippines
Peace negotiations with the

} NDEP resumed m Angust last

year after more than flve vears
of impasse ;

During the round of talks
held that month.in Norway,
both panels agreed to reaffirm
all previous signed agreements
‘and reconstitution of the Joint
Agreement on Safety and Im-
mumnty Agreements and re-
lease of jailed NDFP- leaders
and members. |

In the second round, also
held in Norway, negotiators ex-
changed outlines and agreed to
accelerate the negotiations. INQ

JD
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THI NATION'S LLADING NKIVWTPAFER

T Ihe son o‘f a ‘\t![uru Natmnal leeratmn I‘ront
f (MNLF; leader and former Cotabato City Mayor
‘\Jusllmm Sema has been arrested and detaJnPd m

.. Malaysia forhis alleged nvolve-
- ‘mentinaDavao nxght market
bombing. ;

- Datu Mohamad Abdul-
jabbar Sema, 26, an Islamic
schular, was reportedly ar-
rested at the Kuala Lumpur
International Airport upon his
arrival fromBangkok aboard
Air Asia flight AK 891 on No-
vernber 24, 2416,

‘President Duterte said the
vulprite of the bombing “have
been all accounted for” melud-
ing the son of former Cotabato
ity mayor Muslimin Sema

“Kaynng nagputnk diyan
sa Maute they have all been
accounted for. Nahuli ko na la-
haidyan. Ivongisa-diyan anak
ni Sema. mayor ng Cotabato
He 15 now detained diyan sa

2
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MNLF‘K leader’s son Jalled in-
Malay31a for Davao bembl—n—-g

mmn-mm c"hﬁmﬂ- Lﬂm : MclldySlﬁ [011 the Maute group that -
launched the bembing, they have all .

- Americans, Duterte admitted that a

been accounted for Teaught allnf thern
One of them is the son of Sema, mayorof
Cotabato. He1s now detamed in Malay-
s1al,” Duterte said i a torum with the
business communny m Davao City

. ‘Bring him back to PH* -

As this developed, Muntmtupa City
Rep. Ruffy Biazon, vice chawrman of
the House Committee on Nationsl De-
fense and Security, said Sema should
be deported back to the country to fa(.e
trial. ;
“It is 1mperat1ve that the Phllm

pine government exert efforts te bring

the suspect into the country and face
Philippine justice in order tv show our
resolve topursue and prosecute agents
ot terror who have attacked Filipinos
and our way of life,” Biazon said
© - Maute group ]
The dreaded Maute group has been

implicated m the powerful bombing at - ..

the Davao City night market last-Sep- *

tember that left several persons dead
The President declared a state of

Y

national emergency on fhe basis of law-

. less violence shortly after the blast

High-tech surveillance
__.. Duterte said the government was:
able to catch the suspected bombers

.. with the help of advanr'ed survemanne

systems,
Grateful for the bupport of the

drone was flown over local arspace
to takie plctures ot suspected crimi-
nals.

“You know one thing with this drene,
anak kang .. Sa gabi hindi mo makita,
nandiyan lang pala sa tuktok ng Mz ..co
Polu. They can take pictures. So we
have their faces. Soit was very easy for
us to catch them ” he added

Malaysia, Indonesia connection

Duterte also attributed the swift
apprehension of the-bombing suspects
to the couniry’s close maritime se-
curity cooperation with Malays:a and
Indonesia.

Part, of the seumty arrangement
Duterte said, is allowing Malaysian
and Indonesia naval forces to chase
and arrest criminals who escape to the
countrv’s territorial waters. ‘

- “Itwe do not have any available sea
assets there around, you can go shead
and blast them oft,” Duterte said fwith
areport from Yas D Ocampo)
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Malaysia renews support
for MILF-GPH peace process

3y ALI 3 MACABALANG

47 OTABATO CITY — Malaysia
H % peiterated its full support for
'l;; .. the ‘peace process hetween

%’ the More Islamic Liheration
Front (MILF) and the Philippine 20v-
ernment (GPH), viting i as a potential
stepping stone towards ending decades
of Muslim rebeliion in Mindanao

Malaysian Depity Defense Minister
Johari Baharom conveyed his govern-
ment’s optimistt in the implementation
of the MILF GPH peace aceords, partic-
ularly the Comprehensive Agreement
of Rangsamoro (UAB) of 2014, a7

“The peace agreement. SecUres, the
right of the Bangsamoro people and
the sovereiguty of the Philippmes It1s
our hope that Bangsamore people will
work alongside the Government of the
Philippines and the M TLF to assure 18
success,” Baharom iold MILF officials

lives lost, it is a momentous act of cour-
age for the MILF and the government
of the Philippines to sit together in
conjuring up a peace agreement that

e

he added.

quarters h
Monitoring

will change the Moro Nation's history
forever” :

Baharom's itinerary last Thursday
included a military honor parads ten-

. Camp Darapanan i Sultan-Kuadarat,
Masguindanao.

«This commitment topeace.isbind-
mng. It must be honored and protected.
All parties must atand by the spirit

and soldiers he visited Jast week at their

and letter of the agreement. We should
.work to ensure respect for religion and
live by the principle of non-violence,”

MILF First Vice Chair Ghadzali
Jaafar personally welcomed Baharom
and 30 other officials of the Malaysian
Armed Forces in their visit, following
the visitors’ brief stint at the head-
ere of the International
Team (IMT). The IMT is
a Malaysian-led multi-nation body
“overseeing the MILF-GPH ceascfire
arrangements.

1n his speech at Camp Darapanat,
Baharom pointed out that “after so0
many years of conflict, and so many

dsared for him by the Philippine Army’s
Sixth Infantry Division led by Maj. Gen.

Carlito Galvez Jr. in Awang, Datu Odin

Sinsuat, Maguindanao. -
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Mandaya tribesmen ask gov’t

H&ﬂ L ‘BB’ME’? IN

THI NATIONS LIADING NEWEPAFER

protectlon from NPA attacks

- MATICITY, Davae Onental (PNA) -
After one of their leaders last December
31 -was killed-in an attack by suspected
New People’s Army (NPA) rehels in
Caraga, Davav Oriental members of
the Mandaya- tribe have appealed to

. the government for protection. tearing

more atrocities from the insurgents.
“We are a peace-loving people. We

dor’t like violence. We don’t want the

violent culture of the NFA rebels — that

18 wh} we shooed them away from
our peaceful communities,” Mandaya
leaders said in a statement released
Saturday.

The Mandaya tribesmen rued that
they have always been “caught in the
crossiire, and our communities are not,
and should not be the battleground of

_government and rebel forces.”

Tribal lebfer Copertino Banugan,
his brother, and nephewwere killedina

A3
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reported NPA attack last December.
Mandaya-leaders-said-the attaek
“gignified the dark intention of the
NPAs to dJominate and eventually grab
their ancestral domains protected by
Banugan and other leaders ” -

“We know the rebels are out to grab
our ancestral domains. We will die for
it no matter what. United, we will be
able to repulse them from oiir tribal
communities,” said Kristine Banugan,
daughter of Banugan, in the same
statement. - -

In a meeting earlier this week,

Mandaya leaders, together with the

Provincial Tribal Council of Davao
Oriental, passed a resolution urging
the national government to look into
their plight.
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Presldent Duterte meets with US Ambassador Sung Kim at the
Presidential Guest House in Panacan, Davao City yesterday,
Also at the meeting were Secretaries Perfecto Yasay Jr. of for-

eign-affairs, Carlos Dominguez of finance and Delfin Lorenzana
. of defense.
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OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 |

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS

16 JANUARY 2017
hitp.//www.update.ph/

Filipinos urged to join AFP reservist programs

As the Armed Forces of the Philippines goes beyond its traditional role of defending the nation against internal
and external threats, AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afic on Sunday urged Filipino professionals and

students alike to join the various military reservist programs.

The AFP chiefs call came in wake of the promotion of 11 senior officers in the Reservist Corps where six
——senior-colenels-were-promoted-to-the-rank-of-brigadier-general-and-five-lieutenant-colonels promoted = step-
higher to colonel on Friday.

“The AFP regards highly the role that the Reservists play in the accomplishment of its mission. They are not
simply force multipliers; they are important component and partners in various non-lethal military operations
and activities. It is admirabie that, despite the fact that they receive no compensation and ieaves the practice of
their professions for the period that they serve the AFP, they remain committed, dependable, and ready to be

deployed to serve on call with due notice,” Afio added.

“These are the qualities of citizen army that the country needs especially in this stage of our country at the
threshold of change. We need professionals who shall put premium on national interest and well-being,” he

further said.

These attributes of prospective reservists are not easy to come by but not impossible to find. Hence, the cali to
serve the nation from among the citizenry to be commissioned as Officers or be enlisted in the Reservist

Corps.

“The preservation of the state is an obligation of every citizen. The AFP believes that military reservist
programs are good training platforms and opportunities for our citizens, particularly the youth to prepare them
in a shared role in nationhood and nation building,” AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said.

e
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Duterte orders troops to blast militants and
their hostages

Jim Gomez

President Rodngo Duterte, right, and Philippine Armed Forces Chief Gen. Eduardo Ano, Ieft, swilch positions as they
review the troops during fiag-raising ceremony to commemorate the 120th death anniversary of the couniry’s National
Hero Dr. Jose P. Rizal Friday, Dec. 30, 2016 in Manila, Philippines. Détente remains popular as shown by recent surveys
despite international concems about his war on drugs that has so far killed more than 6,000 drug suspects since he took

office June 30. AP Photo/Bullit Marquez

MANILA, Philippines — President Rodrigo Duterte said he has ordered his troops to bomb extremists who fice
with their captives in a bid to stop a wave of kidnappings at sea, calling the loss of civilian lives in such an
attack “collateral damage.”

Duterte has previously stated that he had told his Indonesian and Malaysian counterparts their forces can blast
away as they pursue militants who abduct sailors in waters where the three countries converge and bring their
kidnap victims te Mindanaoc. He said in a speech late Saturday that he had given the same orders to Filipino

forces.

He said he instructed the Navy and the Coast guard that "if there are kidnappers and they're trying toescape, -
bomb them all.”

"They say 'hostages.' Sorry, collateral damage," he said in a speech to business people in Davao, his southern
homsetown.

He said such an approach would enable the government to get even with the ransom-seeking militants. "You

can't gain mileage for your wrongdoing, ! will really have you blasted,” he said.
His advice to potential victims? "So, really, don't aliow yourselves to be kidnapped.”

Duterte's remarks reflect the alarm and desperation of the Philippines, along with Malaysia and Indonesia, in
halting a series of ransom kidnappings primarily by Abu Sayyaf militants and their aliies along a busy waterway

for regional trade.

On Saturday, ransom-seeking Abu Sayyaf gunmen freed a South Korean captain and his Filipino crewman
who were abducted three months ago from their cargo ship.
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The gunmen handed skipper Park Chul-hong and Glenn Alindajao over to Moro National Liberation Front
rebels, who turned them over to Philippine officials in southern Jolo town in predominantly Musiim Sulu

province.

The Morc rebels, who signed a 1896 peace deal with the government, have helped negotiate the release of
several hostages of the smaller but more violent Abu Sayyaf, which is blacklisted by the US as a terrorist

organization for kidnappings, beheadings and bombings.

Duterte's adviser dealing with insurgents, Jesus Dureza, said he was not aware of any ransom being paid in
exchange for the freedom of the sailors. At least 27 hostages, many of them foreign crewmen, remain in the
hands of different Abu Sayyaf factions, he said.

There have been persistent specuiations, however, that most of the freed hostages have been ransomed off.

Without a known foreign source of funds, the Abu Sayyaf has survived mostly on ransom kidnappings,
—extortion-and-other-acts-of banditry.

A confidential Philippine government threat assessment report seen by The Associated Press last year said
the militants pocketed at ieast P353 million ($7.3 million) from ransom kidnappings in the first six months of

20186.

The militants have mostly targeted slow-moving tugboats in the busy sea bordering the southern Philippines,
Malaysia and Indonesia.
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Militant, church groups: Rome round of
peace talks with Left must tackle hard

issues

By: Diego Mora, InterAksyon.com
January 15, 2017 4:00 PM

e

The government and NDF panels face each other in an earlier round of the peace talks in Oslo.

MANILA - Militant and church groups expressed support at the weekend for the third round of peace talks
between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDF) in Rome.

The talks starting January 19 will center on socio-economic reforms, considered the "meat" of the peace talks.
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan said it hopes there will be serious negotiations on issues as poverty,
underdevelopment, inequality, economic sovereignty and other social and historical factors at the root causes
of the armed confiict.

More than the ceasefire declarations, negotiations on substantive agenda, such as economic reforms, will be
the real indicator of sincerity in the peace talks, the alliance said.

Meanwhile, the Philippine Ecumenical Peace Platform (PEPP) has urged the Filipino people and the global
community to support the forthcoming third round of formal peace talks. i

~ One of the country’s largest religious afliances, PEPP brings together Roman Catholic priests and nuns, United
Methodist ministers and deaconesses, and bishops from the United Church of Christ in the Philippines
(UCCP). The iglesia Filipina Independiente (IFl) and bishops and pastors of a number of evangelical churches
are also part of the alliance.

Signatories to the PEPP statement were. Archbishop Antonio J. Ledesma, S. J. of the Catholic Bishops
Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) and co-chairperson of the PEPP; Rev. Fr. Rex RB Reyes Jr. of the
National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) and co-chairperson of PEPF; Bishop Deogracias S.
iniguez Jr. of the Ecumencial Bishops Forum (EBF) and head of PEPP Secretariat; Bishop Noel A. Pantoja of
the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches (PCEC), and; Sr. Mary John D. Mananzan, OSB, of the
Association of Major Religious Superiors of the Philippines (AMRSP.)

“The third round of the GRP-NDFP formal peace talks will be held on January 18-23, 2017 in Rome, ltaly. May
the Holy Spirit guide all those involved as they discern ways to end the decades-old armed conflict in our
country. We pray that the positive atmosphere that was present in the first two rounds of talks continue and
that both panels put the interests of the people, especially the most vuinerable, at the center of the
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discussions. Our prayer goes with the hope that the negotiations on the second substantive agenda on social
and economic reforms that aims to address the roots of the armed conflict, redound to a peaceful future where
all the basic requirements for all Filipinos to live an abundant iife, as the Lord promised, is fulfilled,” PEPP said.
it urged both parties "to show their fidelity to previously signed agreements especially on the Comprehensive
Agreement for Respect for Human Rights and international Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL). May this fidelity
alsc manifest as the two parties work on a possible bilateral ceasefire agreement.”

Release of prisoners

Meanwhile, the alliance of religious leaders from various sects supported the call for the release of political
prisoners, especially the sick and the elderly. "This is a very important confidence boosting measure that
prepares the ground for even more progress to be made on reaching common understanding between the two
sides," PEPP stressed.

For its part, Bayan through Renato Reyes Jr-said-it supports"the-draft- agreement-o A-socio=economicreforms
being advanced by the National Democratic Front of the Philippines panel which takes into account the
Peopie's Agenda for Change that was submitted to both the GRP and NDF panels last year."

Bayan supported as well the NDF's prioritization of land reform, rural development, national Industrialization,
economic sovereignty, environmental protection, the rights of the working people, social services and pro-
people fiscal reforms as submitted in the People’s Agenda. "We aiso appreciate the extensive consultations
that were conducted to ensure that the interests of the oppressed and exploited would be included in the
proposed Comprehensive Agreement on Socic-Economic Reforms (CASER),” he added.

Bayan said the Rome talks should also be an opportunity to address several outstanding issues that continue
to undermine the peace talks.

“Poiitical prisoners shouid be released as a matter of justice and compliance with the Comprehensive
Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and international Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL) as well as the

Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees (Jasig),” Reyes stressed.

He sought a stop to "militarization of the countryside, especially civilian communities," whether it's caliod Cplan
Bayanihan (OPB) or Development Support Plan Kapayapaan (DSPK) or OPK.

"Operating troops of the AFP must leave the civilian communities and discontinue psywar and intelligence
activities disguised as development activities. The continuing military operations of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) undermine the Duterte government's own ceasefire declaration,” Reyes noted.

“The Duterte government must move to creale a favorabie climate for the advance of the talks. The rising body
count in the war on drugs, continuing threats of Martial Law, violations of sovereignty and neoliberal economic
impositions all undermine the peace process,” Reyes said.
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