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Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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24- HOUR PUBLIC WEATHER FORECAST

ISSUED AT: 5:00 PM 18 JANUARY 2017

TTVALID BEGINNING: 5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PM TOMORROW

SYNOPSIS: AT 4:00 PM TODAY, THE LOW PRESSURE AREA (LPA) WAS ESTIMATED :BASED ON ALL AVAILABLE DATA IN
THE VICINITY OF KABASALAN, ZAMBOANGA SIBUGAY (7.8°N, 122.8°E). TAIL-END OF A COLD FRONT AFFECTING

i

VISAYAS. | g

FORECAST: CLOUDY SKIES WITH MODERATE TO QCCASIONALLY HEAVY RAINS AND 'IHUNDERSTORMS];WHCH
MAY TRIGGER FLASHFLOODS AND LANDSLDES WL BE EXPERIENGED OVER VISAYAS AND THE REKBK?NS or |
NORTHERN MINDANAG, ZAMBOANGA PENNSULA AND THE PROVINCE OF PALAWAN. CLOUDY SKES WITH LIGHT
TO MODERATE RAINS AND SOLATED THUNDERSTORMS IS EXPECTED OVER THE REST OF MH\JE}ANAO,Q BICOL |,
REGION AND THE REST OF MRMAROPA REGION. CLOUDY SKES WITH LIGHTS RAINS Wil FREVAL: OVER
CAGAYAN VALLEY AND PROVINCES OF AURORA AND GUEZON. PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SK]E$ WITH{
BOLATED LIGHT RAINS WLL PREVAL OVER METRO MANILA AND THE REST OF LUZON. 1 g
MOBERATE TO STRONG WINDS BLOWENG FROM THE NORTHEAST Wi PREVAL OVER LUZON AND |-

COMING FROM THE NORTHEAST TO NORTHWEST OVER VISAYAS. THE COASTAL WATERS OVER THESE AREAS |
Wil BE MODERATE TO ROUGH. RLSEWHERE, WINDS WLL BE LIGHT TO MODERATE COMNG FROM THE

NORTHEAST TO NORTHWEST WITH SLIGHT TO MODERATE SEAS. | k

1
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PAGTAYA: MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA KUNG MINSAN AY MALAKAS NA PAG-ULAN AT PAGKIDLAT-
PAGKULOG NA MAARING MAGDULOT NG MGA FAGBAHA AT PAGGUHO NG LUPA ANG MARARANASAN SA KABISAYAAN AT MGA REHIVON NG
HILAGANG MINDANAD, ZAMBOANGA FENINSULA AT LALAWIGAN NG PALAWAN. MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHINA HANGGANG SA
KATAMTAMANG MGA PAG-ULAN AT PULU-PULONG PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG INAASAHAN §'A NALALABING BAHAGI NG MINDANAO,
KABIKULAN AT SA NALALABING BAHAGI NG REHIYON NG MIMAROEA. MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHINANG MGA PAG-ULAN ANG [IRAL
SA CAGAYAN VALLEY AT MGA LALAWIGAN NG AURORA AT QUEZON. BAHAG YANG MAULAP HANGéANG SA MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY
FULLFPULONG MAHIHINANG MGA PAG-ULAN ANG IIRAL SA KAMAYNILAAN AT SA NALALABING BAHA:GI NG LUZON.

KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MALAKAS NA HANGIN MULA SA HILAGANG-SILANGAN ANG HIRAL SA LUZON AT MULA NAMAN SA
HILAGANG-SILANGAN HANGGANG SA HILAGANG-KANLURAN SA KABISAYAAN. ANG MGA BAYBAYING DAGAT SA MGA LUGAR NA iTO AY
MAGIGING KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MAALON. SA IBANG DAKO, ANG HANGIN AY MAGIGING MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMAN MULA
SA HHAGANG-SILANGAN HANGGANG HILAGANG-KANLURAN NA MAY BANAYAD HANGGANG SA KA%AMTAMANG PAG-ALON NG KARAGATAN.

EXTREM ES OF TEM PERATURE AND RELATIVE HUMIDITY FOR THE 24-HR PERIOD ENDING AT 4:00 PM TODAY AND RECORDED AT FAGASH
' WEAYHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, DILIM AN,QUEZON CITY:

M AXIM UM TEM PERATURE: MAXIM UM RELATIVE HUM IDITY:

1:00 PM TODAY .......... 300°C 6:00 AM TODAY .......... 188 %
M INIM UM TEM PERATURE: MINIM UM RELATIVE HUMIDITY:

6:00 AM TODAY .......... 23.5°C 1:00 PM TODAY ,.......... 54 %

TIDAL PREDICTION ALONG MANILA BAY ASTRONOMICAL INFORM ATION
(COURTESY OF NAMRIA) OVER METRO MANILA
HIGH TIDE TOM ORROW: MOONRISE MOONSET
SUNSET/ SUNRISE |

12:44 AM ........... 1.01 METER N ? &ILLUMINATION
LOW TIDE TOM ORROW: SUNSET TODAY: M OONRISE TODAY:

B:I2AM ... -0.05 METER 547 PM 9:25 PM
HIGH TIDE TOM ORROW: SUNRISE TOM ORROW: M OONSET TOM ORROW:

2:58 PM ........... 0.38 METER 6:26 AM 9:58 AM

SUNSET TOM ORROW: | ILLUMINATION TODAY:
5:47 PM f 88%

FOR MORE lNFORﬂ,AQ‘I:ION AND QUERIES, PLEASE CALL AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 927-1335 CR LOGONTO W WW.PAGASA.DOST.GOV.PH.

PREPARED vis
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WEFC BIR Road Difiman, Quezen City

TelFax: +6338271541
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STORY BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Ant;poverty argamzatmn Oxfam urges leaders to do more than pay-hp service e the
growing gap between the very rich and the poor. If not, it Warns, pubhc anger against

g

this ineqguality will continue to grow and lead to more seismic pahncai changes Al
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‘But:Oxfam has revised that f
g __figure down: to mght following
" Tiew mformatmn gathered by

line claim.

Richest 8

Ortega, fmanc1er W
fett, Memcan busme
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: _Papers ‘a leaked trove of data
““that revealed details - on* 0ff—~'_.

- relianc .on: peers. The lack of
CEO credxblhty is at an =a trust 1n=media has also _given
txme low and governmem: lead- '.

is unfalr and offers few hopes -parent and horiest with their em-;
: fbr the: fﬂture, _w1th only 15 per—f- ployees about the changes taking
_ centbehewng itisworking, , '/, place inithe workplace, improve
.+ That helief was. ev:dent fori - gkills an& ‘pay fairly, he said. .
both the generai poplﬂaﬁon and_- . The pnhne syurvey was cof-
' ducted betwaen Oct 13 and Nov.
“Thelmphcanons ofthe glob— 16,2018 =P . oL
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”Presxdent bﬁterte shouid ]ust :
.-.up;'o: “these | martial law. threats_ and )

-'ments that cause fear and-tensmn_;;_
~among the pecple, and defendéd
the media.over the accusation of
mlsreportmg Dutertes statement.”

{?danuary 2017

Drﬂon pomted out tha’c the not esuppressed by the. armed
1987 Constitution only allows ' forces,” he added. TR
- the declaration of martial law = Recto stressed that marhal
‘upon the concurrence of two law is a cure worse than the
- requisites! one,-when there is perceived disease: “At a time
. actual invasion or rebellion and we project stability to reel
. two, when publics 'etyreqmre  tourists and investors, a mar-
it Andthese two mqmsztesmus al:law declaration will show
:be present. - - pposxte hew unstable
.-Senate’ Mmorlty Leader WEAn
Raiph Recto poirited out that = Recto also advised Filipinos
“there is ho Easz.s to declare to get used to the “theatrical
martial law.” bombast” of Duterte, whose
”Rebelhon has been tamed. “bluster should be likened to
ign drmy is steaming a-dog that always barks but
ores toinvadeus ombite

-1 . pronounc&'
g crime is down  ments only strengthen the peo-
and the people are safe intheir ple’s perception that “the rule
~ homes and communities. And . of law plays second fiddle to
as to the real enemies of the the administration’s campaign

~ people— joblessness, hunger, . against drugs.”
_ poor social services ~ these can- He also. said “the news re-

{

E

e against makin

k. Turn to Page : 2
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. p(}rts weredevaid of amy mter—

rpretauon by the media.”

- #The réports were based -

on the: President’s speech and

Premdent said,” he said. .
. ForSer. Paolo BemgnoAq
‘na IV, Duterte should seriously;

Duterte’ 5 threat to declare mar-

Hal law. .

+"The. hands ‘of the armed
blood, their institttion is'already

take notice-of the recen Pulse  viole

Asia survey where 74 pe;

"of Filipinos opposed t the unposx~
‘Horv'of martial law: ¢

- “Wh does the Pres1denti

" SEem 80 obsessed with dictato-

‘rial rule when the majority of
‘the people. want democratic
governance?” Sen sta Hontx— 5

verosadded.”

- Trillanes said ”all freedom-.
'.;Iovmg Filipinos:should start
- preparing to fight another dic-

tator; Soldiers should also'start’ -
“reviewing thelr constxtutional*&*

mandate” s

cap said irva statement.

_he ﬁsherfolk ----- gi‘ﬂup Pamm
: '-'-'_bansang

rces are already tainted with

- “Duterte should keep true
to his‘eatlier pronouncement-
. that he would not declare mar-
tial law because: nothing hap- -
pened during those dark days. -
‘Martial:law will never be the
~solution to.resolve the'ills of
‘society like proliferationiof ille-
- galdrygsand crimes: President .

S -
-DPuterte should instead addmss
Lakas-ng Kilysang ..
Mamamalakaya:ng ‘Pilipinas -
(Pamalakaya) also slammed
the statements were quoted ;
‘verbatim, We should not blame .
the press for reporting What the ,

why these anti-sodial activities

‘prevail in the present sobetal

system. -

“The Filipino pegple’ have :

surpassed martial law and top-
pled a dictator before, We will

againdosoif this purported plot
~for martial:law would: become -
:embedded: mth human righth 4

imminent ‘and- iri the name of

We fear. -preserving the basic rights of -
ilitary '-:-._the Fxhpmo peopie, he

d ghten the dlctato—'f

“rial character of thealready fascist -

Armed Forces of the Philippines,”

-j_zPamalakaya chair Fermando Hi-

" Koko:. Duterb :
just dlscussmg
his power

“Koko” Pimentel X1 an ally of

Duterte, downplayed his threat.

to declare martial law. . -
He said everything in

; Duterte s statement, even if

hypothetical, was in conformity

~with the Constitution. =g
“Don’t be too alarmed about

: ded

@ lawyer pres1den% dzsc:ussmg-“-

his power, which is.clear also
under the Constitution./'What
is so alarming about that?” Pi-
mentel told reporters.

“The statement that the Presi-
dent has the power on his own
10 declare martial law is found

“inthe Constitutionand allother

i safeguards are also found inthe ~

~Constitution: Don't worry too

‘much about that legally correct =

- statement of the Pmmdent " he.
“added. :

Sen. Panfilo’ Lacscm aiso

‘ downplayed Duterte’s threats

: »'to declare martial law.
Senate President Aquﬂmo. or

“It's one of those rhetorics

- that we should-get ourselves .
used to by now..Instead .of

commenting, it's prudent to

. justwait for ] is spokespersons

to interpret or clarify first,”

- Lacson sajd. ~With Delon Por-
~callay ledma Vlﬂanueva, {)mg
.1=§-'Cervantes
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‘Sayyaf hunteris hew Westmincom ch o :
ZAMB(DANGA CITY - An Army Scout Ranger officet Cvet-i
~-eranin operations against Abt Dayyaf bandits, will take. over as:
Weste Mindariao Command (Westmincom) chief. ...
. Maj. Gen:;Carlito Galvez, commander.of the 6th Army D1v1— o
smn ‘will assume the post from Lt. Gen, Mayoralgo de la Cruz at .
 ceremonies to be held at Camp Don Basilio Navarro today. |-
De la C‘ruz will take over as inspector general of the Armed

f
|
|
|
|
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VOL, XXX -NQ. 339 - 4 SECTIONS 20 PAGES « P18 - TUESDAY,

SAFE-AND SECURE. Arrry troops guard the 28tk cantury Masiia Cathedrat as huncreds of foreign and Fillpine délegates attend the opening Monday bfthe ath World ApostolicCongress or Merqy in a well-sttended M,(
wesided there by the Agestolic Nurcie, Archbishop Guiseppe Pinto, with Cardinal Luis Antenio Tagle as homilist, Nurman Lruz [ S S
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- SAFETY
store peace in the areas where
the Eroup operates. .

Bven then, he said, the m1h~
tary will “still give consider-
ation to the safety of the hos-
tages they are holding.”

Padilla said soldiers will be
“swift and aggressive” in the
cainpaign against the Abu Sayy-
af, and it is up to the military
commanders to execute the
carhpaign “in the best way pos-
sible, at the least cost:of life,

Mal

The Natm»ﬁl Newspaper

and at the least application of
violence” which he said part of
the “operational art.”

“As much as. possible, we
want to avoid what we call col-
lateral damage. That is why our
soldiers and policemen undergo
training so they can accomplish

their mission properly, at the

least cost of life, at the least ap-
plication of violence,” he said.
Padilla also said the military
will have to make “sacrifices”
if these will benefit the more
people. “The order is clear for
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us to pqrsue (the Abu Sayyaf)
even in ithe high seas and ap-
ply whzﬂ,tever force is neces-
sary, that is clear. And second,
the timetable, the plan, he
(Dutertey wants this (problem
solved) done as soon as pos
sible,” he said. '

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Ano
carly this month set a six-month
timetable within which o end
the Abu Sayyaf problem, to-
gether with the Maute group
and the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters.
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Phﬂ;p})me Natmnal Pohce :
_ (PNP)'ciuef Director Genera

ostages, say
the Pre s1dent’

ricrease since some people in-

hihppmes (AFP) howev-
clarified that the military

_fore1gners m Mmdanao o
Those statements 0 th

5E: hves

are tollateral darnage, sorty,”

g
Dela Rosa said i in  Filipino'and~ “tages’ nught become coilatera}

dnappi
_Sayyaf contmues to:

ist on gomg to rebel-infested.

ould pursue the Abu Sayyaf -
ut would kKeepin mind thatit -
hould still minimize the lossrf;

: By CECILLE SUERTE FELiPE L
Cwie ..o damage, AFP spokesmanBrig
‘Geri Restituto Padillasaid itis
. stilt'uip to the military how.to
= rcarry out its: operatzons Gl L )
-5 "You know in-the’ apphca—“
©tion of force, in  order toaccom-
plish the mission, sometimes it
. cannot be. avoided that there

will be a'certain level of dam—

‘age,” he said. . i _
~ “For example, if you are

ordered ‘to attack and seize a
facility, it is.up tous to apply

what welearned as menin the

service in seizing that objective -
‘and applying whatever force is
i - /necessary to:seize; that ob]ec—-;
eac’rmg to Pres1dent-=_1 '
s order for soldiers o
-?-__bomb the enemy even if hos--

twe, he'explained;

Padilla said this'is the tea:

son why soldiers and- the po-
YHce go through ahard g process’

of trammg and readmess S0

that they can discharge their

- funictions pmperly “at the Ieast o

cost of dife.”
“He said Presn:lent Du’certe 5
pronouncements are strong

“and aggressive because such
- are his traits as a former mayor

of Davao City and a pure

‘Bisaya.

Padilla said Presxdent
Duterte’s pronouncements

‘are operational orders that he

has given to the AFP, which the
military treats as guidance and
takes seriously.

“But in the nnplementa—

“tion-of those guidance; we
" apply our skills-and our oper-
-atignal art; it's'an operanonai
-art,” he said. —~ With Michael

Punongbayan
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" visit in Malacafian

wArmed with proposais
: --_tacklmg socioeconomic and.
- political reforms and ways:
of ending Asia’s oldest rebel-
" lion, the government panel
_leaves for.Rome today, ready.
. for the third round of -
“negotiations with the Nation
.'-}-Democra’ac Front (NDF);
" Silvestre Bello IIL, goverr
“ment peace ‘panel Lhalrman :
- submitted the draft.compre-
_ hensive agreements on socio- ¢
econiomic reforms, political
and constitistional reforms,
..and on end of hostilities and -
.. dispositior of forces to Presi-
_dent Duterte during a courtesy :
yesterday.
e commu-

" The talks with

" nist partv Wﬂl be heid on ]an o

- 19t025.-

“We are ail set and ready to i

' .engagetheNDFmthe discussion
.-.of all substantive agendainchud-. .
- ing supplemental agreements. :
.-nieeded to:proceed and arrive .
“at a peaceful negotiated polific
-cal ‘settlement to end the armed
“conflictinthe country” Bellosaid.
" Anakpawis party-list”’
“ Rep. Ariel Casilao yesterday
' gaid thatifthe OVernn
- allymten ! provzdmg
Cthen’ Lorigress shoyld: pass
“House Bill 555 or th enmne ;
: Agrarian Reform Bill (G2 i
- that pushes for free distr
+of land and ‘feplaces Republic
- Act 6657 or the Comprehensive
A arian Reform Law (CAR
which expired in June 2014.
Lo “Filipino farmers havebe' :
B hghtmg for land reform since ..
'the Spanish’ colorialist uritil
martial law and tip to present.
-1t is a-legitimate and moral "
 aspiration that should be re-.
“alized in the country. Here
iri Congress;;we urge House .
‘members to heed ’drus callas

1A staterhéent

" gion of lan

fo pajz for
he is not able to-and be drwen :

Page: 5

‘away from the lands.”

-+ “Rural deveiopment is '11&1—:' :
; possxble without genuinie Jand -
;____reform, a8 the nghts of fanners‘ ;

Casz Zos said) refer{_
ring; to Duterte s pre-electitn -
ises. 'developmg the_fu

ded, is reéady to-sign: the:

___supplemen’cal compmhenswe _

“agréement on respect for hu-
-man rights’and international
humanitarian law, which will
include an expanded role of the

Joint Monitoring Committee,

- Turn to Page_ﬁ;

i FIe also warned agamstz;_;
“reviving the CARL through '
. bills that will push the-exten:
cquzsmons ‘and
“claiming this

‘ ulre ”farmers

ing p emammg confi’
_dent that major breakthroughs -
- would be achieved this time. -
he government panel,he . .

Sa “moxe secure exw:lromnent
e peace process,” BellG said, -
| Duterte ordered the resumphon of peace’ :

1

> ith "ﬁs‘t round in Au t bothf

to reaffirm all rewggssm ed'ﬁ.
_ greements and___reeomumtzon of the 2
: ‘ n::S&f T

. NDF’ Ieacters-»:;:f
Ding Cervantes;

:
A
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i Philippine Natiorial Polica Vi
S(PNP} chief Director: Gener‘
Ronald dela Rosa clarifiéd ye:
.terday that a lawriaket’s 80
‘who-reportedly facilitat
‘some’ kidnap-for-ranso:
“cidents in the country
yet been arrested: 5

" “Dela’'Rosa’said the' PNP is merely held .and sent back to
: coordinatmg with'its cotmter-- TMalays:{an territory,” the pohce
partsinMalaysia and Thailand - chief ‘explamed..

onthe alleged “arrést of Mo~ % Rarlier Presxdent Duf:erte
hammad ‘Abduljabbar Sema ' tagged'the 26-year-old Sema
but could not get confirmation:* as being involved in the Davao

: from se

" “The latest report that . got . City ‘bombing .last September
fror.n our’ pohce attaché in: Ma-"_.-":that left 15 people dead and-:

" younger Sema’ ‘provided the

. _-he ‘staging--
“point of the‘ opera-
{txons; me | e

sia says he has fiotbeen ar= s
rested yet. There was anattempt -
fa to cross the borderof -

"Tha '_.";whom he: descnbed :

- ing’ nd. Maybe thisis Why
the report said he was arrested. . - i
- Buthewids notarrested, Hewas

~~has not been con-
.-'ﬁrmed yet. : s

.:_ of Muslimir Sema,
- chairman of the

‘eration Front and ~

“the brains. behmd (som
dents) ¥ he added

. vehicle for the group to operate :

dozens in;ured .
He also said tha emia,
% on -

er- of 4 Cotabato mayc was ar--
.rested inMalaysia:

ButtDela® Rosa_'_;
clarlfzed that this -

“Sema is the 501 -

main faction in the
Moro National Lib-.

Magumdanao

By CEQELLE SUERTE FELJPE = .
: Rep BazSandraSema c:ongress~

‘woman of the ﬁrst dlstnct of

~Ag'for the: k1cina'p mg m-:'

c1dents, Dela Rosa said the
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i brought by his' predecessor Be- ¢ 2. . The United States has senta |

'_ mgno Aquino L - ¢ new ambassador to Manila, Ko-

s apSofar Cluna has -respo:ndedf-f"'-' -bofn Sung Kim, replacing .
i 5 .Phxhp {Goldberg, whom * Mr. ;.

" Duterte has called ¢ a gay son of -
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major substantwe agenda Bello
"eaid in a'statement.” :
o “And ‘we are challénging the
R NDF; toi formalize the unilateral
o cease—fn‘e mth ab11ate1'a1 cease-fire
agreement to gwe our communities
-and combatants a more secure en-
' v1ro_1}ment for the ‘peace process,”

siind of Talks Wil
oo sta y 19 and ends on .
' _.January 25 S
. Bello is' confxdent that the
_Rome ‘talks ‘will result in major
_'.breakthroughs .
. o Beilo ‘also said the panel will
natlonalHumamtanan Law which o subrhit on Monday to President
'.-w:tllmcludeanexpandedroleofthe- L Duterte the draft documents _
-Joint Monitérlng Compmittee, -~ -+ “thatiwill b

: _ “We are prepared to sign other " sionlin Rome.
£ the Comprehenswe Agreemen “on.  agreements while we ate discuss- . - We are all set and ready to en- )
. Respect ofHumaanghts andInter—";‘ ing contents and prowsmns of the gage'the NDF in the discussion of

|
|

i
i
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. : . : ty and I"‘ mumty Guaran~
supplemem:al agreements needed”” “The 'main group of govern— "7 tees .and release of NDF Ieaders
toprocéed and artive atapeaceful . mentdelegationleaves forRome . and members. ‘
_.negotiated political settlement, .. on Tuesday. o w+is4+: Inthesecondrouridalsoin Oslo,
~to end. the armed confhct in: the - - Peace negonatmns w1th the. " Norway, negotiators exchanged
. NDF. were resumed An.August

the, ommumst-led NDE, whzch.
coqnts among its mémber or-

‘neégotiations were reopened both .

. draft agreements an I ciples ~panelsagreed toreaffirm allprévi: - .ganizationthe Communist Party
i forthe ComprehensweAgreement“ * oussignedagreementsandrecon- . of the Phlhppmes and the New
.. on Sotiveconomic Reforms (Cas-  stitution of’ the Joint Agreementf L Peq;ole s Army

'___er) Comprehensxve:&Agreement :

_ ¢ We aré prepared to sign other
% agreements while weare
7 dlsc_ussmg contents and prov1s1ons of
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~Military considers safety of hostages in operation.
vs ASGs ;

January 16, 2017-vwww.update ph

:

While the military has expressed willingness to go after the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)
terrorists with all their available combat power, Armed Forces! of the Philippines (AFP)

spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said they will do so with the least cost of
violence and life.

He made this statement when asked to comment on President Rodrigo Duterte’s order to
bomb or blast fleeing ASG despite the brigands still having several hostages.

“We get all these guidance and look at it seriously but in thel implementation of those
guidance, we apply our skills and our operational art,” Padilla said in Filipino.

And by operational art, the AFP spokesperson is referring to Fmi!itary skill sets that will
allow them, if possible, to rescue the hostages without endangering them and ensuring
their security. '

As of this posting, ASG terrorists are believed to have in their ciustody between 27 to 28
kidnap victims. ‘

And while prepared to carry out the Chief Executive’s instructions to eliminate and prevent
the ASG from conducting kidnapping raids, Padilla said it is the military commanders
purview on how {o accomplish the mission.

“(The AFP) is prepared to carry out the President's directive, but we will also take
consideration of the hostages’ lives while applying the full force!of military resources and
power in order to implement that. But as | was saying, it is now left to the commanders to
be able to implement that in the best way possible, at the least cost of life and at the least
application of violence,” he added. 1

Padilla also said the President’s order speaks of the latter's cémmitment to remove the
ASG threat once and for all. |

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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WITHIN 6 MONTHS || AFP PLANS TO
OBLITERATE ASG

Posted by Lui Claudio on January 16, 2017 at 1.58 Pidwww daddid oo

Camp Aguinaldo — Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of Staff Genefal Eduardo Afjo is

determined to annihilate the reign of the Abu Sayyaf Group in Mindanao within his first six months of
service as the AFP chief.

AFP Public Affairs Office Chief Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo said that ﬁhere will be adjustments on
operational commitments of the AFP particularly on operational procedures on leadership and also on

the composition of fighting teams.
This is to ensure that the AFP will be able to defeat the ASG within six months.

Arevalo clarified that the said six-month target is just a time-frame to the soldiers deployed in the fieid
for the ptan to spread out. :

Though Arevalo did not mention this directly, but he is expecting for an additional force of military that
will be deployed in Sulu, Basilan, and Tawi-tawi where ASG presence is most prominent. — EPJA

!
i
!
i
i
i
i
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FREED HOSTAGES || AFP STRICTLY
FOLLOWED NO RANSOM POLICY

Posted by Lui Claudio on January 16, 2017 &t 1017 AM- wovew updats ph |

~ Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City — The Armed Forces of the Philippines strongly affirmed that no
ransom was paid in exchange for the release of a Korean national, Park Chulhong and a Filipino,
Glenn Alindajao that were held hostages by the Abu Sayyaf Group on January 14, 2017.

AFP Public Information Officer Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo, they strictly followed their no ransom
payment policy and the only reason why the hostages were freed because of the non-stop military
operations. : !
|
Arevalo also mentioned that the rebels also had starved and had a hard time avoiding the military
operations which left them without any other choice but to surrender thei; victims.
i

On the other hand, Arevalo pointed out that they have no verified informa:tion if the families of the
victims have paid any ransom money. — EPJA |

Military crushing Abu Sayyaf in 6 months not
ambitious — AFP

January 16, 2017- www.update ph

The Armed Forces of the Philippines chief's commitment to crush Abu Sayyaf terrorist
group in six months is not ambitious as changes are now ongoing on operational
commitments, procedures, leadership and compositions of the fighting teams. This was
disclosed by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo'in an interview late
Sunday. He added that adjustment in tactics will be done after six months which is in line
with the self-imposed time frame set by AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio on

eliminating the ASG threat. | |

“And if within six months, the ASG threat is still present or existing, after six months, then
we will have an assessment of the experiences, lessons made in-fighting the ASGs and,
we will come out with an adjustment (in tactics) that will be based on the previous
semester,” Arevalo said in Filipino. |

Arevalo declined to comment on whether new forces will be depléyed in the ongoing anti-
ASG operations due to security reasons.

|
“I just cannot tell you about that yet, as of yet, but you can expect that, ” he added.

|
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Afio earlier said that while Development Support Security Plan “Kapayapaan” is focused
on the primacy of the peace process, terror groups like the ASG, Maute Group,
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters, Ansar Al-Khilafah Philippines and other lawless

groups will feel the full brunt of the mifitary's combat power. with PNA
y |

i |

- - ;
Philippines issued note verbale against
China’s weapons in West Philippine Sea

!
January 16, 2017 -www.update.ph i
j
I
|

The Philippines has issued a note verbale after Center for Strategic and International
Studies/Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative (CSIS/AMTI) repo:“ted last December 2016
that it appears China has installed anti-aircraft guns and possiblyiclose-in weapons
systems (CIWS). E

“We have taken action on that, we have issued a note verbale,” Eoreign Affairs Secretary
Perfecto Yasay told CNN Philippines as quoted by Associated Press.

Note verbale is a diplomatic communication prepared in the third person and unsigned. It

is seen as less formal than a diplomatic note or letter of protest. 1'

“l just want to assure the Filipino people that when we take actiori at engaging China in
this dispute, we do not want to take such aggressive, provocative action that will not solve
the problem,” Secretary Yasay said. “We cannot engage China in a war.”

“When there are reports about the build-up of weapon systems in the area, during our
watch we made sure that the interests and rights of the Philippinés are properly
protected,” Yasay noted. |

“China appears to have built significant point-defense capabilities; in the form of large anti-
aircraft guns and probable close-in weapons systems (CIWS), at each of its outposts in
the Spratly Islands,” CSIS/AMTI said in December 20186.

|
|
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| |
Sinulog: PH Navy opens warship Andres Bonifacio to
public | j
From Rappler (Jan 16Y: ;

The Cebuanao chief of the Philippine Navy, Vice Admiral {‘{o_nald_ Joseph Mercado, is a devotee of Santo Nifio

|
NEWEST WARSHIP. The Philippine Navy acquired BRP Andres Bonifacio from the US Coast Guard. Photo by Rappler

1
The Phiippine Navy's hewly acquired warship; BRP Aridres Bonifacio; was opened 16/thie public on Moriday, January 16,
for a 2-dayoperhouse in Ceb ._cf_;iin_f_ﬁ;iﬁi_n'g'W'ith--.ih_eic;'eiebra_tiénfdf}_the._S;hpigg-Fa_sﬁ'vé_l{; 5

e

BRP Andres Bonifacio is docked at the Cebu Intemiational Port and will be operi from 9am to 4 pm until Tuesday, January
17, according to an advisery from the Philippine Naiy. ;
E

The warship, acquired from the US Coast Guard, arrived in Cebu on January 13 as part of the Philippine Navy's
nationwide tour to recruit potential navy officers.

Led by its commanding officer Vice Admiral Ronald Joseph’ Mercado, a.Cebuano and devotee of Santo Nifio, the navy
participated in.a string of activities in the festival and'is involved monitoring the security of the event; an‘annual crowd-
drawer,

On January 15, the Philippifie Marine Drum and Bugle Team (MDBT) performed at Cebu City Sports Complex after the
Holy Mass as a tribute to Santo Nifio.

The MDBT will also perform at the Terraces of Ayala Center Cebu on Monday and at the Activity Center of SM City Cebu
on Tuesday.

L

Graduating cadets of Philippine Military Academy “Salaknib" Class of 2017 are aiso onboard the warship to prepare them
for their integration in the Philippine Navy Officers Corps. ‘

hitp:/fiwww rappler.com
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Duterte awaits meeting with Joma Sison

From Rappler (Jan 16):

The meeling betwsen President Rodiigo Duterte and CPP founder Jose Maria Sison will fargely hinge on the success.of ..
“UthE 3rd Tollnd of talks that begin this week

|
|
i
i
|

NDF TALKS. CPP founder Jose Maria Sison and chief presidential peace adviser Jesus: Dureza during the first round of
tatks in August in Norway. File photo ‘

President Rodrigo Duterte is awaiting significant progress in the talks between govemmént negotiators and the
communist National Democratic Front of the Philippines {NDF) so he could finally meet in persan exiled Communist Party
of the Phifippines founder Jose Maria "Joma" Sison, he said in a speech over the weekend. .

“Dureza and Bebot Bello are there, nasa (in) Rome sila ngayon (right now).... | said, “Sige (okay), ! will just wait for awhile.
When you're ready, it's either | will go to somewhere in a third country where | can falk to Sison,"{Duterte said in Davao
City Saturday night, January 14; referring to chief presidential peace adviser Jesus Dureza and govemment chief
negotiator Sivestre Betio 111+ |

"After that, if there’s something that is really official and substantial, then we can announfce to the world that we have this
agresment,” Duterte added. :

The meeting between Duterte and Sison wili thus hinge largely on the success of the 3rd round of talks that will begin later
this week, January 19-25, in Rome: i

|
in the previous Aquino administration, there was also an attempt to consider a meeting between then president Benigno
Agquino ill and Sison, possibly in Vietnam, tc fastrack negotiations, according to a Rappler source privy to the talks then.
The takks collapsed under the Aquino administration over disagreements on how to brea?< their deadiock.
During the 3rd round of talks in Rome this week, Bello is aiming to sign the already delaffed bilateral ceasefire agreement

and complete the draft on the Comprehensive Agreement on Socio-Economic Reforms or CASER. (READ: Gov't panel to
meet Duterte before critical 3rd round of talks) '
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Communication lines between Duterte and his former professor Sison have been open $ince the campaign period, with
the 2 occasionally having televised Skype calis or private mobile phones conversations.| The NDF panel was aiso invited
to a dinner in Malacafang. |

The two camps are currently deadlocked on the joint ceasefire deal, an agreement that fhe govermment is hoping to sign
to guarantee a prolonged ceasefire between the military and the New People's Army (NPA). The NDF is stalling as it

protests the delayed release of paolitical prisoners. (READ: Gov't in backchannet talks to fprot@ot..ge.aseﬁre,with.Reds)_.,. U

i
! i

After releasing 22 high-profile NDF consultants and granting pardon to 4 convicted NDF}members, Duterte said he will not
altow further releases until the NDF' signs the bilaterai ceasefire deal that will put in place comimon rutes for the military
and the NPA, : ’

i
The NDF said it is willing to sign an agreement but it will only be effective when the President fulfills his promise to release
the remaining political prisoners.
The releases and the joint ceasefire deal were the 2 agreements during the 1st round off talks in August 2017 that were
meant 1o put in place a conducive environment for the panels to discuss reforms, particularly on the country's socio-
economic policies, political systems, and the Constitution.

!
hitp:#www.rappler.com l
I

Military: Abu Sayyaf behind Basilan roadsfide bomb

explosion
From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 16):

|

The military has blamed the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) as the ones behind the roadside bomb explosion that killed
one person and injured another in Basilan province on Sunday.

Col. Thomas Donato, Army’s 104th Infantry Brigade commander, said the incident occurred around 4 p.m.
Sunday in Barangay Sabong, Lamitan City, Basilan.

Donato said the improvised bomb fashioned out as a landmine was placed along fhe side of the Basilan
circumferential road.

Killed was Saibi Haddalun and wounded was Haddalun's mother, Neneng, according to the Lamitan City police,

i
Donato said the bombing was the handiwork of ASG brigands fargeting soldiers ﬁassing along the

circumferential road but unfortunately civilians were victimized.
He ordered to strengthen the conduct of security patrols to ensure the protection of the residents,

hitp:/iMww.pna.gov.ph
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Chilling reason why PH, NDF talks moved@fmm Oslo to
Rome |

i
From Rappler (Jan 18): 1}
|
|

/s the first time that the formal peace negotiations will be held outside Norway

COLD QO8LO. Negotiators of the Pﬁfﬁppine govemment and National Democratic Front of the Phitippines find Oslo foo
cold for the 3rd round of talks. Photo courtesy of OPAPP !
The 3rd round of formal tatks between the Phiiippine government and the commuﬁist Nationai Democratic Front

(NDF), to be held from January 19 to 25, moved venues from Norway, the 3rd country facilitating the talks, to
Rome in Italy. J

!
"I don’t know why they transferred venue. Siguro mapalapit doon sa {They might want to go near the) Pope para
magrasyahan ang {to get graces for the) [taiks]...," President Rodrigo Duterte sald in jest over the
weekend. (READ: Gov't in backchannel talks to protect ceasefire with Reds) |
Duterte expressed hopes that the 3rd round will move the talks forward "substantially" sQ he could plan a possible
meeting with exiled Communist Party of the Philippines Jose Maria Sison. {(READ: Dutefte awaits meeting with Joma
Sison) |

i
But really, why hold talks in Rome and not in the country that is arranging and paf(ingfor the talks?

The reason is chilling. It's too cold in Oslo this time of the year and the negotiator{s have not forgotfen the last
time they froze in the deep winter of the Scandinavian country. it dipped fo as low:as negative 23 degrees when
they were there in February 2011 for formai talks under the previous Aquino administration.

s i
"Talaga namang ang lamig lamig sa (it's really cold in) Osto this time around. I's the only reason. We both agreed
in Qctober [to hold the 3rd round of tatks in Romel," said Fidel Agcaoili, chief negotiator of the communist
National Democratic Front of the Philippines.. ]e
"We need to meet January or February kasi (because) {the last round was in] October. Mawawala ang (We will loss the)
momentum e. Pero huwag naman sa (But please not in) Osio," Agcaoili added. |
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It will drop to as low as negative 8 degrees Celcius on January 19 when the talks will stéft, a big change from Manila's 30-
degree-Celcius weather. Rome will be considerably warmer than Qslo at 1 degree Celsius at worst,

The negotiators have discussed moving the venue as early as the 1st round of talks in August 2016 when a
number of the newly released NDF consuitants fell sick while the negotiations were ongoing in Oslo. At least one

~-NBF-consultant was brought to the hospital:——

They apparently tried to pitch holding the talks in Greece or Spain, but the Norwegian facilitators of the talks
opted for Rome supposedly because of bétter relations with the country,

The negotiators are expected to retum to Oslo for the next round of talks.

hitp/iwww.rappler,.com
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