Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

oacpa.army20

Fo e
e

B
L

el




Army vision: By 2028, a world-cias

i sRu,

SH

s Army that is

& source of national pride.

18 Jamary zm?

e e

" WORLD ON EDGE
'AS TRUMP ERA NEARS

Bt Totsnr e Tt et st el e e amost whooter e

VAR oo #esiebEle o D
T

W gt
e s o9t AT

3 incumbaoent :_fmg.rv&n.nwﬂ GTT st E;ﬂ - \;.wahe

Fﬁ@@ﬁsy Eanﬁﬁﬁmes
kill 5 in Mindanao

ARerPOE read
Fands, £ lrimes

offi

1ot

BJURETCS sy
ivacned duuadl

A omantit's worth af zpin kit CDO - Pagase

Rty
Foprered

[ 5
T rearriz- o vire

'bmalmx W

%E@ﬁﬁﬁm machines -
‘étamggaew@ with'

ol A 2
£ oy A

ApRENY et
e

Severe flood hits
indanao; 7 dead

i3 > i _” E
PR E -
b P ;

army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




ATV VISION 1Y ZULE, 2 WONDQ-CIasd ATITIY LHdL IS g s0UTLe O Hidindlia piide.

TABLE OF CONTERTS
18 JARUARY 2017

Pgiﬁ TITLE WRITER REWSPAPER
1 ' Weather Forecast - PDI p.A16
RATIONAL REWS
237 TF Floods, iandslides Kill 5 i Mindanas “Jaimie Laude TPl Starp g T
4-5 Worid on edge as Trump erg nears New York Times PDI p.A1
ARMY NEWS
5 Wipe out ferrorist groups, regional Army Fernan Marasigan Mia. Times p.A3
chief told
officer
9 TRIBUTE PRRD at wake of Cpt Clinton L Alvin Santiago v, dwg s com
Capio
10 Photo: Another hero Mia. Bulletin p.1
11 Photo: thank you for your service - Standard p.A2
12 11 PA S;enicsr officials receive star-rank PNA O T IR
proemotions
13 AFPMBAI donates 11 units of enterfainment PNA YN DDE . IOV,
sels to Army :
14 Photo: Soldiers push a military truck... Gerry Lee Gorit - Phil, Starp.1
15 Photo: Soldiers and rescue team... Gerry Lee Gorit Phil. Star p.14
16 AFF focused on rescuing Abu hostages Alexis Romero Phil. Star p.14
a7 AFP assures safety of hostages still its main | Francis T Wakefieid | Mia. Bulletin p.2
' consideration ;

18-19 I Military: Hostages’ safety remains paramount | PNA - Bus. Mirror p A3
20 AFP instalis new Wesmincom commander Mario J Maiiari Tribune p.3
51 PH troubled by Chinag arms builldup in 1 Cynthia Balana PDIG.A4

Spratlys
22 Gov't optimistic on peace talks but... Edith Regalado Phil. Star p.4
SPORTS
23 | UNTV Cup: AFP, BFP fan guarterfinal bids | i Tempo p.13
OKLINE NEWS
54.95 Bgtﬁe-seaseﬁed general new chief of key in Eopisr oo
{ Mindanao command

Army Core Purposs: Sarving the people. Securing the fand.




Army \/fsion.f By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL!é AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

[1?7 January 2017

WWW panahon v fF'anahonTV

BALANCED MEWS » FEABLESS VIgw

. plumrasasy me
CARFELTING UZON
A T OF A COLD FRDNT
Ahtecrms VISAYAS AN TASTEVH
SECTRIM TIF MINDANAL

{As af 00 PM - Jan. 17, 2047} |

UGHEBARAD CiTY

MOONRISE MOGNSET

Ct104aPM

L4 m:enm ?m»eas

g 25 28 °C
. &3 24 - 30 g

&3

153

[N .

i -5 04 Mater 0.85 Rator

o Panis clrady tn 2 e i

e olousy witi fainshowery 5

Pinly cltrudy {b 3 teves clondy with
ralnshawers and. s indeistaning

ZRMBOANGA TITY
g 243170

: G’I‘nudy n_h]us w!l!z rairishowar: i
andidr thotdestonme . :

WETRO : , :
MANILA | TAGAYTAY TAGLOBAN :
72-31°C  23-31°C 19-27°C T 20-28°C | C 2-307C
% . CABAYAM
o LEGAZRT Cig i
R : ) éﬂE 0RO e L ¥ 3
21-29%C : 5.30°C 24-30°C
{ PUERTO ' METRO
LADAG . PRINGCESA . AVAG
4331 00 ; : 25-23°C 25-33°C
HOILDY ‘
BAGUID W | BACOLOD : : | ZRMBOANGA ‘
13-237¢ ;4 22"(: o W/emtc 25 30T . 24-m°C T 26-32°C
SRMA/ . METRO
ELARK | CEBU : i
?'3 '3{) "C ‘”S ’4-0 "C. "B 'Xﬁ) °(" : BRI IR FIRERAT N
Wuich Pmmhon‘l‘\f dme on P:Ilpmu-: HD £330 $ERR S 0D

at AN, T2NN, 3PM, 6PM & 9PM,

I
1
3
i

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLI(‘i AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: oacpa.army2012@emall.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

e~




Army Visr‘on? 3y 2028, a world-class Ariny (hal is a source of national pricle

_OFFiGE OF THE ARMY GHiEF PuUBL C AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa. atmy 201 2@gmatl.cotn - Te! 116. {02) 845 #3565 L.ocal, 5285, 5205

|
}97 January 2017 i

By JAIME LAUDE e

Incessant torrential rains over,2
Northern Mindanao fot the past .
-several days have spawned wide- |
spread flooding and landslides, |
'Ieavmg atleast five people dead, |
‘one-missing and around 30 oth-
ers injured, the National Disaster
‘Risk Reduction and Manage-
“ment Council (NDRRMC) said
yesterday.

NDRRMC execu’tive director and
- Office of Civil Defense (OCD) chief
: 'ch‘ardo }a]ad sazd the fatahtzes were g

S g satd alw[her civiiiaﬁfhés' been'
' 1eported missing in the severe flood-
ing that hit Cagayan de Oro City the -
other day — the worst since Typhoon
Sendong in 2011, :

Officials said over 4,000 people |
were displaced from their ﬁome‘s
following the torrential rains that

- flooded Cagayar de Oro: and fearby -

~afeas starting Monday. " i

The NDRRMC has yet to Ofﬁcmily
receive full reports on the identities of |
the dead, but said they all came from | !

" Northern Mindanao, paltxcularly ’
Misamis Oriental.

Initial reports, however, =;110wed
that aside from a certain Renny Boy :
Cabidno who was buried unhder a col- |
lapsed wall in Cagayan de Oro, the | !
rest of the fatalities came from Gingoog
Clty with two dead and one each | ,
in Magsaysay and Opol towns. An- |

. other was reported missing in Medina |

*town, all in Misamis Oriental. o

' There were also initial reports of |
Turn to Page 9

8

From Page 1

five people who perished and a
child missing in flashfloods that
struck the towns of Jose Dalman
and Roxas in Zamboanga del

© Norte,

Jalad said the flooding in
Cagayan de Oro has been com-

- pounded by dramage problems

- in the ¢ty

o Hesaid the sewerage systern
faiied to drain the floodwaters

following heavy rains that hit -

tpper Bukidnon.

Regional disaster officials in
Northern Mindanao reported
the floods displaced some 1,654
families or 6,827 individuals.

On top of Cagayari de Oro City

- (Misamis) and lligan in Lanao, 14
—-of-Misamis-Oriental’s 23 towns

and Gingoog Cily were hardest
hit by widespread flooding,

The city council declared Cagay-
ande Oro under a stale of calamity
yeslerday to haslen services to the
displaced residents now staying in
19 evacuation cerders.

Except for severe flooding
in low-lying areas, there was
no reported casualty in nearby
Higan City.

In 2011, Cagayan de Oro was

also devasiated by torrential floods
from Typhoon Seadong, leaving at
least 1,152 ﬁeople dead in the city
and in neighboring Tligan,

On the other hand Malaca-
flang declared the government is
doing all it can to normalize the
sifuation in Northern Mindanao.

“Government is doing every-
thing toenstire that things go back
to normal especially now that the
weather is 1mprovmg and roads
are again passable,” pﬁemdenhai '
smkesmanﬂmesto Abellasaid:

“Abella said the' Departmeni'
of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD) is now providing
assistance to affected families in
Northern Mindanao, including
Cagayan de Oro City, which is
now under a state of calamity.

The DSWD said 953 families or
a total of 4,378 individuals have
beeievacuated i affected areas -
in Eastern Visayas and Northem
Mindanao.

Social Welfare Secretary Judy
Taguiwalo said another 1,116
families ot 4,879 individuals were
affected by the flooding caused
by torrential rains brought about
by a low-pressure area and the
tail-end of a cold front.

Aside from Cagayan de Oroq,
DSWD also reported evacuation
of affected families in various
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parts of Misamis O'rien'tai: and in
~ligan City; Lanao del Nowte,
" Andmber of residents

due to the flashfloods. 3
“Our regionial officials ate also
matintaining constant communi-
cation with officials of the Jocal
government unifs,” Taguiwalo
said yesterday. !
“The Cagayan de Oro local
government and its disaster units
- as well as social welfare office are
addressing the immediate needs
~of affected citizens. Our field
“office (in the region) is always
- prepared to provide augmenta-
tion support,” she added. . |
. Senate President Aquilino
- Pimentel 11, a native of Cagayan
- deé Oro, appealed for more help
- and assistance for the vietinis of
- the massive flooding in the city.
"We need to show the flood
victims that they are not.slone,
and we are ready to stand in
- solidarity with them in their Bour
“of need,” he said. C

_Pimentel said his office, with

it Jimited resources, would do
- its best to help the victims to
. complement government elforts,

The Office of the Senate Presi-
- dent has launched a relief drive,
- “TabangCDO” to help the flood
- victims in the city,

: inFast- .
..efn Samar were also evacuated. .

Pimentel also gave assufance

the help will notbe limited to his

hometown:

“Tet s rémember that fiood.

victims are not limited to CDO.
We should ensure that we can
help everyone to the best of our
abilities,” he said.

A month's

worth of rain

- The low-pressure area (LPA)
which triggered massive flooding
in Cagayan de Oro City and other
parts of Northern Mindanao last
Monday has dissipated.

However, a tajl-end of a cold
front will continue to bring moder-

ate to occasionally heavy rains and |

thunderstormis over Visayas and

the regions of Northern Mindanao .

and Caraga uritil today, the Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Admin-
istration (PAGASA) said yesterday.

“We still expect rains over
these areas although not as heavy
aslast Monday,” PAGASA weath-

er forecaster Benison Estareja .

said in a television interview. .
Hstareja continued to warn
residents in alfecled areas, espe-
cially those living inlow lying and
mounlainous areas, against pos-
sible flashfloods and landslides.
"By Thursday, we expect the

tail-énd of a cold frorit to weaken
-and by then we can expéct im-.

proved weather condition in

Mindana6,” he said. <

The two weather systems
dumped almost a month’s
volume of rain in one day in
Misamis Oriental, according to
PAGASA.

The PAGASA-E] Salvador
statiori recorded 72 .4 millimeters
of rain in the province over a
24-hour monitoring on Tuesday.
The area’s average total rainfal
for January is 98.9 mm.

The heavy rains caught resi-
dents by surprise, leaving the
city ata virtial standstill.

Most residential areas had rio
light or water supply since the
torrential fains began Monday.

Rescue workers had to re-
trieve several students of Min-
danao University of Science
and Technology in the city who
were trapped in their classrooms
because of the floods.. . .

A shopping mall in the city

remainec-open:to.allow. the

thousands of stranded o stay in-
stde during the heavy rains and
floods. — With Alexis Romero,
Evelyn Macairan, Janvic Mateo,
Geiry Lee-Gorit, Paolo Romero,
Helen Flores, Lino de la Cruz,
John Unson, Roel Parefio
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From China m} (mrllnauy, nations across the globe arve accnstomed 1o US President-elect
Donald Trwmmp's pr(:vowlive Twitter messages, but they are less clear about whether his
remarks represent meaningfol policy gridelines, personaf judgments or passing whims

are’ nervous, whﬁe théir coun~ _

terparts at the European Umon
are alarmed.

Just days before he is sworn
into office, US President-elect
Ponald J. Trump has again fo-
cused his penchant for unpre-
dictable cilsruptlon on- the rest
of the world. -

while atso infuiiating allies and

institutior_is ¢ritical to Ameri-

ca's traditional leadership “of
the West. :

Whereis he headed?

Na one Knows where: exactly -

'_n{», is headed—except that the
- one eountry he'is not criticizing

- 4% Russia - and: its: pres'ident,

\f iadxmir vV, Putin: For fiow,

*Afd that he'isan enthusmsw- :

tic cheerleader of Brexit and an
unaffiliated Britain. For now.
Trump's unpredictability is
perhaps his most predictable
characteristic,
- The wotld is accustomed to
Tiis provocatzve Twitter mes-
sages, but is less clear about
‘whether his remarks represent
‘meaningful new policy guide-
lines, personal judgments or
passing whims.

15 remarks i A string of -
- discursive ‘and. sometimes ¢on-

tradictory interviews have es+-
. calated tensions ~with ‘China -

-
:In the interviews, Trump de-
s¢éribed the European Union as

: “Basu:allv a - vehicle  for. Ger-
- many” and ‘predicted that the
" bloc¢ ‘would probably see other

colintries follow Britati's exam-
ple and vote to leave.

- Trump also said Germany's
chancellor, Angela Merkel, had
made a “catastrophic mistake”
in allowing refugees to pour in-
to Europe.

E . Alarm and outrage

Germany elicited  alarm and
outrage in Europe, even as
Merkel dryly . characterized

. Trump's positions as nothing

qaw.
~.*They have been known

also known,””
on Monday in Betlin, "I think

' We Europeans have controi of

Gur destiny.”: :

-~ Her chpped tesponse came
as officials and analysts strug-
gled with how to interpret
Trump's remarks, as well as

|
|

_The barrage of inflammato-

ry comments” in jemt inter:
- views ‘published " on" Sunday "
and Monday ‘in Britain and

for A while—my. posmons are
~Meérkel said

how to react to them

~ Some argiled - that . Trump s' :
. wotds should be -regdrded as
tactical, - inténded’ merely to
- keep his options. open' e

‘But neatly everyo:

especially in criticizing Merkel,
given her importance as a figure
of stability in Europe and her
campaign for reelectmn later
thisyear.

China infuriated - _
For good- meastre; Trump

“"had atso infufiated Chind by us-
' ing an interview:on Friday with
.The Wall Street Jotirnal to again ™™™
- question China’s longstanding

one-China policy. -
 The policy holds that I‘ax—'
wan s an inaliédable part of the
mainland.
On Monday, China’s foreign

ministry spokesperson; . Hua
“Chitnying, said that ahyone try--
- ing to use the status of Taiwan
. for negotiations would be
“smashing their feet by liftinga
- rock” ahd wottld face broad and
‘strong opposition from the

Chinese - government - and
people, as well as the interna-
tional cornmunity.

She added that "not every-
thing in the world can be har-
gained or traded off.”

‘The English-language China
Daily accused Trump on Mon-
day of “playing with fire," say-
ing that if Taiwan became up for

-negotiation, as Trump suggest-

ed to The Journal, “Beijing will
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: 8 '-."Butopé‘.’iﬁiséu‘eé'
S Tramp's interviews in Eu-
the middle of the confinent’s

: most contentious issues.
-His critigue of German dom-

" inance over the European Union -

. is. . hardly 'a novel -thought;

- many. -Europeans "share' the :

'wcuid tnake such a statg:_

" aboutd key ally and, in doing 50; .
gwe ‘succor to populist parties :
~ seeking to shiatter the Eumpeap

poiatical establishment.
i Incthe interview pubhshed
- on Monday in the German
- newspaper Bild and The Times
: of London, Trump also equated

his trust of Merkel with h trust _

_for Putin::

] stait off trustmg both;" he'

said during the joint interview,
_which was conducted inside his
‘officé at Trump Tower in New
.. York, “butlet’s see how long that
lasts, It may not last long atail.”
.Certainly, Trump knows how

' 'aprovocatwe 1nterv1ew

. ' Nato obso!ete
~He repeated past criticisms

posedly not confronting terror-

- ism, only to quickly add that
- “with that being said, Nato is
“vely important to me,”
" i Trump's comments “are a di-
tect assault on the liberal order .
we
- diation of the'idea that the Uni¢-
ed States should lead the West e
- said R, Nicholas Burns, d former
_senior US state department offis
- cial and. ‘ambassador to Nato,
- who also advised the presiden-
- tiatcampaign of Hillary Clinton.

built since 1945 and a repu-

A"To say that Nate is ohsolete,

' opeiily support the disintegra-

tion of the European Union and

. the “denigrate Merkel and put
- -het on'a par with Putin is a fun-
dafnental break with 7o years of
' -Amvncan policy -and strategic
* thought supported by Republi-
cans from Eisenhower to now,”
- said Burns, who has served pres-
idents of both Republican and

- Demnocratic parties.

“Nato is the great power dif-

feréntial between the United

_.tope.have placed hirt.right.in....that Nato is “obsolete” for.sup:. ........

two years uhtil Bntam’

< States and Russia; as our Asian
allianices are the power diffet-
ential between us and Chma -
he said.

Trump’s.., ‘rema,rksmalsx-'}east
certainly rankled Europe's two
most powetful leaders,: Merkel
and Prime Minister - Theresa
May of Britain. '

Brexif. .

g Trumps enthusmsm for':

.Bntaxnsvgte t0 }eave the EUI’O-- e et et e e e e et

pean-Union, or Brexit—if-wel-

~comeéd by Bnttsh -officials,. in
‘general terms—has ‘put: consid~

erably more pressiire on May
She is preparing to give a
inajor speech on Tuesday about
her Brexit plans, even as Trump
promised to give Britain a quick
and fair trade deal outside the
European Union-<a’ deal:‘that.
cannot _take place for at- Ieaet

the bloc, £
© Awkwardly for her one ef
the interviewers was Michael
Gove, who strongly supporied

_Brexit and ran for the Conserva-

tive ieadershlp against - May,
who immediately fired him‘
from the Cabinet,
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o Trump's first meetmg “with
4 British politician’was” With
_another May advérsary, Nigel
Farage, the former leader of -
. the: anti-Europe - UK. ndepenw__

“I think Trump is trying to -

v keep ki options open’and not "

be corneted by simply standing
yup for existing policy posi-
tions,” he said.

o shrugged off Trump’ 5. Jatest
" eriticismn, saying that what mat-
‘ters is what he does in office. .

“1 amn waiting for the presi-..
dent.to.be sworn into office.

“phat is the way it is'done,” she

" aaid " And thei, of course; Twill.
 workwithhim together”. ©
- 'The Germat foreign minis-
- ter, vFrank-Waltet - Stemmeler
- Wds not 80 sangume.

Astomshment, commotmn

Trump's - comments ~ had
. “caused astonishment and.com-
“inotion, and 'm suré notjust inn-
* Brussels,”, where he spoke on
~:Monday - before. ‘monthly
| meeting of European Union for-
" eign ministers. '

-:'_ﬁ seeti the Nato secretary general,

" Was continiting co
: themﬁxtary alli

T Hirst, it goes agamst the ' !
statements of ‘the: nominated -

defense secretary a few days
ago,” Steinmeler said.
“We have to see what it will

~-yield in-terms of US foreign pol-..
jcy. The same goes fof the state-

ments on trade policy. We count
- on the US ta stick to its interna-
" tional obligations, including in

" the World Trade Orgamzatmn,

" he said.

Others cautioned - against

taking Trump's words literatly,
at least for now.
I take all of this with a pinch

+Steinmeier said. he had just

s $toltenberg; and that there -
msxde :

of salt” said Robin Niblett, :
the director of Chatham House, |

the . London-based: research

institution.

Sy to hégin ito smooth overt
“:some of the tensiofis on Ttes:
“day i’ Washmgton, where'the -
"grotip ‘planning his ‘inaugura
-tion will host a black-tie dinner
. for .members of the foreign
_diplomatic corps to mingle with
“prospective” Cabinet members, .. ...

Trump's trans;tmn team-will.

leaders of Congress and Vice

' President-elect Mike Pence.

_ "'-Staycaim .
Qutgoing US  President

~ Barack Obama’s departing am-
bassador: te Germany, John B,
. Emerson, has used a series of

exit interviews and speeches in

. recent days to urge the Ger-

" mans to stay calm, not t0 over-:

ifiterpret Twitter posts or view
them as finished foreign policy.

“Emierson underscored that,
‘while more’ clarity was ‘needed,.

" there were signs that Trump did.

\value Nato and the prothise of US
: proter.tlon for European atlies. " *
" “It's a'very crucial issue, not
just for Buropean security, but
for American security,” Emer-
son said.
He noted that ”I‘rump “au-
. ‘thorized T President
when he catne here on his trip
shortly after the two of them
met to reassute European part-
ners of the full commitment to
Nato. Now, we need to see what
that means.”

Vet Europe is staring at a po-
tentially transformative politi-
cal year, with elections COmng
in the Netherlands, France and
Germany, and possibly in ftaly.

Victories by populist parties
couid destabiiize the European
Union, and many Buropean offi-
clals worry that Trump's attacks
are damaging.

-1he, mvitat" '

blog,” no

Obama™

‘Martin Sci}_afer a spokespex~ :

Utiton i3 basmaliy ] vehicle for
Germany IRy :

Perhaps in- txmes such as

these, when otder {5 crumbling,
it i more- impottant than” evey
that weé want to, and must, stand
together,” Schafer said, indetlin-

ing the post-World War IT Get-
man stance that only through the

cotifitry's role in a larger Euro-
pean alliance are peace and pros-
penty guaranteed

Stand umted

f-creign Minister: }ean Marc

Ayrault of France sald Trump's

comments were an invitation to

the bloc o stand united, '
“As ig'the case with Brexit,”

- Ayrault.said; “the .best. way-of

defénding: Europe and that'is
Trump hasgiver::
to us, 'is tc remain ‘united” a5 d
. orgettmg ‘that the.
strength’ of Eurc}peans lies’ m
theif unity.”

The Britigh foreign secretary,
Boris Johnson, who supported
Brexit, emphasized Trump's

.warm comments on the Aiglo- .

American relationship. :

“I think it’s very good news
that the USA wants to do a good
free trade deal with us and
wants to do it very fast,” he said.
“Clearly it will have to be a deal
that's very much in the interests
of both sidés, bul I have no
doubt it will be." —new vor< TimES
MEWS SERVICE

interview that 'the: Européan'
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BY FERNAN MARASIGAN

ATOR Geﬁeral Cemjrlito Galvez
Jr. of the Philippine Army
has been named as the new

commander of the Armed Forces of the
“Philippines (AFP) Western Mindanao
‘Command (Westmincom). '

“Galvez's designation, dccord-

ing to a-military official,-.was in
“linewith the AFP's target to deci-
“iate ‘the extremist Abu-Sayyaf -
- Group (ASG) and other terrovist

groups that operate mamly in

- southern Philippines.

Galvez assumed command on

~Tuesday, replacing Lt. Gen. Mayor-
- algo dela Crliz, who was designated
~agthe ARP's Inspector General.:

“DelaCruzserved: Westmmc:om

j for one year aid two months,

Vice Admital Narciso Vingzon,
the newly designated AFP deputy
chief of staff, concurrently held
the posttion of Inspector General
that was left vacant after its former
head, Maj. Gen, Oscar Lactao, was
designated as commander of the
AFP Central Command. :

AEP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo
Afic ordered the decimation of the
ASG and other terrorist groups
within six months as ordered by
President Rodrigo Duterte.

He described Galvez as experi-
enced, trained and the most fit to
assume command of the unit that
would be responsible for neutral-

[EEERE IS e

izing the ASG, the Maute Group,
the Bangsamoto lslamic Freedom
Fighters and other terrorist groups

in Westetn-Mindanao.- -
' Tchleve this difficult task

"To
necessdry adjustments in tactics
and strategy, and in the approach-
es to neutralize the ASG, including
changds in the leadership and
composition of the team that will

sexequte his plans, will have to be
“rnade; And this is patt of the dyna-'

mism of the military piofession,”
Col. Bdgard Arevalo, chief of the
AFP Public Affaits Office, said.

tle added that the designation
of Galvez was part of the AFls
tasks {o finish off the terrorist
groupsf in Mindanao.

"Wel could expect changes in
techmc;ues, tactics, procedures and
out approaches, even deploymient
of units, changes, not necessary ad-
ditiond, all of them would be part
of it [new ALP campaign to crush
Abu Sayyaf],” Arevalo said.

Defénse Secretary Delfin Lo-
renzaria earlier disclosed that the
AFP would be employing fresh ap-
proaches in dealing with terrorists.

~emonyat the Army's he1dquart_ers_ _
iri Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City -

" One of them, according to

“him, is to-designate new officers '

to make sure these new strategies
would be carried out against ter-
rorist and other fawless elements.

Afo said by June this year, there
would be an assessment of the AFP
campaign against these groups
and, by the time, thereshould bea
“significant defeat” of the enemies.

Promotion

Meanwhile, 11 ranking of_.f.lcéf's'" of

~~the Philippine-Army-havé beetr
promoted to the next higher rank, ©
- five to the rank of major generals

and six to brigadier generals.
Lt: Gen. Glorioso Miranda,

acting Army commander, led the

donning of ranks i a simple cet-

{Metro Maniia) on Monday.

Promoted to major general -

were Joselito Reyes, the Army
Inspector General; Rhoderick
Parayno, commandet of the 2nd
Infantry Divisian; lon Aving,
commander of the 3id Infantry
Division; Paul Atal, commander
of the 5th Infantry Division;
and Herminigitdo Aquine, com-
mander of the Army's Training
and Doctrine Command.
Promoted to brigadier generals
were Ear] Baliao, deputy com-
mander of the Gth Infantry Division;
Bienvenide Datuin Jr., deputy com-
tander of the 4th Infantry Division;
Roseller Mutillo, commander of the

Page: Aé

1018t fnfantry Brigade; Roy Devesa,
commander of the 503td lafantry
Brigade; William Alunday, com-
mandet of the 2nd Mechanized
Infantry Brigade; and Amold Fer-
nandez, commander of the 52nd
Engineer Brigade.

Miranda reminded the newly
promoted generals that the few

. rank they received is an additional

accountability that they ueed to

 internalize as part of their service,
;-not only to_the Philippine Army,

but also to the whole nation as well.

“Lastweek: five rankmg AFD of-
ﬁc;als were promoted o the next
higher rank,

On Friday, Afio presxded ovef the
donning of ranks to generals, flag
officers and senior officers of the
Regular and Reserve Forces of the
AFP-in 4 ceremony held at the AFP.
Commissioned: Officers Club-in
Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

Orte of the promoted officers is
the newly appointed AFP deputy
chief of staff Rear Aduiral Nar-
ciso Vingson, whe is now a three-
statrred vice admiral.

He was joined by four other se-
nior officers—-Col. Isidro Purisima,
commander of the AFP Command
Center; Col. Gavin Edjawan, chief
of AFP Pension and Gratuity
Management Center; Col. Jesulito
Calimag, the AFP Provost Marshal
General; and Col. Ernesto Ravina,
deputy commander of the AP
Southern Luzon Command, who
were all promoted to the rank of
Brigadier Ceneral.
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Army vi.sion;: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
|
Pres. Duterte visits wake of fallen Army officer

From the Philippine News Agené:y (Jan 17). Pres. Duterte visits wake of fallen Army officer

President Rodrigo Duterte visited last Monday night the wake of Capt. Clinton Capio, the first soldier
kilied in action this year, at the Libingan ng mga Bavani Mortuary in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.
J

Accompanied by National Defense e Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, Pres;dent Duterte exgressed sxmgatbx

The President also extended ﬁnanciai assistance to the bereaved family of Capio.

|
Capio from Baguio City is an élite Army Special Forces officer who was killed on January 12 following
a nine-hour encounter with thb Abu Sayyaf bandits in Basilan,

|

Capxo s four other comrades were injured when they reportedly encountered 60 to 80 Abu Sayyaf
terrorists under commander Furuii indama in Barangay Cabcacan, Simisip town in Basilan. Two ASG
militants were killed. 5

L

The Army’'s operation against th;e Abu Sayyaf is in line with the directive of the President to eliminate the bandit
group known for kidnappings and beheadings.

| !
On his way out of the chapel, the President was greeted by many Army soldiers, most of them belonging to the
Special Forces of the Philippine Army.
He briefly talked to the soldiers,?assurin-g them of his full support as they perform their duties to the nation.

I i

‘He asked theny to-continuously heip in the government's fight against illegal drugs and corruption and maintain
peace and order in the country to sustain ecenomic growth,

\
The President also assured the soldiers that his communication line will always be open in case they need

help.

http./lwww._pna.gov:ph/index.php7idn=18&sid=8&nid=18+id=855786
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

TRIBUTE | PRRD at wake of CPT Clinton L Capio

Provstedd Dy Alvin Santiago on 'I%';HI! e bF S ab SR AR

LLNMB, Fort Bnifacio, Taguig éity (DWDD) - President Rodrigo Roa Duterte visited the wake of Captain
Clinton L. Capio at the Libingan;ng mga Bayani in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.

The President personally gave E\Es condgolences to the family and platoon members of Captain Capio who died
on January 12, 2017 during an encounter with more or less 60 fully armed Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) members
under Furuji Indama (a.k.a Abu Dujana) while conducting a combat operation in Cabcaban, Sumisip, Basilan,

Captain Capio was a graduate c}fthe Philippine Military Academy (PMA) in 2006. He served as the
Commanding Officer of the 1st Special Forces Company (15FC) of the Philippine Army (PA).

Present during the visit were National Defense (DND) Secretary Deffin Lorenzana and other high-ranking
military officials. RTVM / MCAG

i
!
|
|
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE. President Rodrigo Duterte salutes comrades of slain Army Captain
Clifton Capio during his wake visit at the mortuary of the Libingan ng mga Bayani in Fort Bonifacioon. ...
Januaty 16; 2017: Capio, a Philippine Military Academy Class 2006, was killed in‘a clashwith the Abu
Sayaff members fast Thursday, Malacaftang Photo - R S
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;
11 senior PA ofﬁc;:i;als receive star- rank promotions

From the Philippine News Agenéy (Jan 17): 11 senior PA officials receive star- rank promotions

Eleven seniogr officers of the Pbmppme Army (PA) were donned thelr star ranks during short
ceremonies held Monday in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City,

:

Five were promoted to the rank of major generals and six were promoted fo brigadier generals

~affective Dec: 29,2016, PA""S‘W&SK’I&YS@N -Col-Benjamin-Hao said:

Promoted to Major Generals were Joselito M. Reyes, the Army Inspector General; Rhoderick M.
Parayno, the Commander of the 2nd Infantry Division; Jon N. Aying, the Commander of the 3rd Infantry
Division; Paul T Atal, the Commander of the 5th Infantry Division; and Herminigildo C, Aguino, the
Commanding General of the Army’s Training and Doctrine Command.

Promoted to Brigadier Generals were Earl D, Baliao, the Deputy Commander of the 6th Infantry
Division; Bienvenido Datuin Jr, the Deputy Comumander of the 4th Infantry Division; Roseller G, Murillg,
the Commander of the 101st Infantry Brigade; Roy T. Devesa, the Commander of the 503rd Infantry
Brigade; William A. Alunday, the Commander of the 2nd Mechanized Infantry Brigade; and Arnold F.
Fernandez, the Commander of the 52nd Engineer Brigade.

PA Chief Lt Gen. Glorioso V. Miranda led the ceremony. He advised the newly promoted generals that the
new rank they received is an ad:ditional accountability that they need fo internalize as part of their service, not
only to the Army, but also o the‘[ whole nation as well.

hitp:/fwwnw pna.gov. phiindex. php?idn=1&sid=8&nid=1&rid=9537 14
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AFPMBAI donates 11 units of entertainment sets to Army

units

From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 17): AFPMBAI donates 11 units of entertainment sets to Army

units 3

In line with efforts to improve ihe weifare and morale of troopers in the field, the Armed Forces of the
_..Philipnines Mutual Bepefits ciation Incorporated (AFPMBAIL formally turned 11 sets of

entertainment gackages to the Ph Ilgpme Army (PA) on Monday.

Col. Benjamin Hao, PA sgnke‘sgerson, said each entertainment package includes a 32-inch LED TV, a
karaoke with amplifier and two-way bass reflex speaker.

Recipient Army units were the headguarters of the 7th infantry Division, the 603rd Infantry Brigade, the
7th and 34th Infantry Battalions, the 4th Mechanized Infantry Battalion and the 1st Cavalry Squadron of '
the Mechanized Infantry Division, the 3rd and 10th Regional Community Defense Groups of the Army
Reserve Command, the 15th Field Property and Accountability Office, and the Property Accountabili
Office and General Support, |

Brig. Gen. Librado B. Moog, AFF’MBAI Executive Services Division head , representing the donor
institution, said they will continue to provide assistance to soldiers as part of their commitment to
improve the welfare of the AFP troops,

http://www,pna.gov.ph/index.phﬁp?idnﬂ &sid=&nid="18rid=955707
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Soldiers push a military tiuck to hi
. teachers and students at
ni_ght‘-____ R B

gher ground after heavy flooding caused it fo stall while rescuing stranded
Indanao University of Science and Technqlog in.C de Oy 1y the.other

FLEE GORIT
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Soldiers and rescue teams transport strinded residents in Cagayan de Oro on Monday night. Torrential tains spawned by a low-
pressure area and the tail-end of a cold front submerged the city in floodwaters. GRRARY LEE GORIT
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E Mil'it'ary 6perationsz'agaihst '

Abu Sayyaf bandits ate
geared toward rescuing the
hostages, Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) chief Gen.

Eduardo Afio: said yesterday. .. M
“ U Afio said Presiderit Duterte ©
" was only emphasizing the heed ~

to “neutralize terrorist groups
once and for all” when he
“directed the military to bomb
the bandits even though their
captives could be harmed.
Afto said the military has
tactics and techniques to ensure
the safety of hostages while
runhing after armed groups.
“We are trained for that. We
always make sure we apply
the right force and approach

"By ALEXIS ROMERO

to ensure the hostages are
safe. Qur first objective is to
rescue the hostages,” Afio told

‘reporters at Fort Bonifacio on

Monday.night. -

a building without harming
the hostages,” he added.

In a speech before busi-
nessmen on Saturday, Duterte
ordered security forces to
bomb bandits who are trying
to escape with their hostages
to finally end the problem of
kidnappings

Meanwhile, Afio ordered
Westetnn Mindanao Command
{Westmincom) chief Maj. Gen.

“Bécause of new technol--
gy, you can tatget orie side of

Carlito Galvez to crush the
Abu Sayyaf in six months.
Galvez took over the post

from Lt. Gen, Mayoralgo dela -
Cruz, who wasnamed mspector

gerieral of the AFE, vesterday.-

Afio expressed optictism that

Galvez could do the job even as

he gave assurance that the AFP

‘would support Westiincom in
accomptlishing its mission. -
“Westmincom is our prior-

ity. All our resources, best sol-

diers will be deployed here,”
-Afio said during the turnover

ceremony at Camp Navarroin

Zamboanga City.
Meanwhile, the President
posthumously promoted Capt.

- “-Clinton Captc who was slain

during an encounter with Abu
Sayyaf bandits in Basilan last
week.

Duterte signed the recom-

. .mendation for Capio’s promo-
“tionvwhen he visited the Army -
officet’s wake at Fort Bonifacio

on Mornday night.

The President also assured
Capio’s wife May Shiel on the
prompt release of the benefits
for her husband.

Ao said Capio’s family
would receive P2 million aside
from a monthly pension.

Capio’s daughter will be
granted a scholarship while his

- widow will be given ajob, Afio

added. -~ With Roel Parefio
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zAFPassures .
-safety of hostages
stlll its main

" The Armed F‘erces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) assured yestet day that
| the safety of hostages is stili the main
| consideration in the conduct of any
f operation against the Abu Sayyaf
- Group (ASG).

. 11 & press briefing at Camp Agui-
{ naldo, Quezon City, Air Force Brig. Gen.
- Restituto Padilla, AFP spokesman, gave
. the assurance that the welfare of the
+ kidnap vietims still the main concern
Z of combatants on the field when dealing
- with the armed extremists.
j .- The AFP gave its assurance follow-
-ing Presideit Duterte’s statément over™
+ the weekend to “bomb extremssts stlli
-1 holding hostages.” '
©  The President was quoted as saymg
! that the loss of civilian lives in such an
. attack by the military could be consid-
ered as “collateral damage.”
.+ 'The Abu Sayyaf is knowti to he heid— -
: ing 27 local and foreign. captives.:
- “Even though the President xssued
Castronglysworded: statement; wher*
fwe apply this our main - considep-
- ation is still protecting the lives of the
| hostages,”Padilla told reporters.
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Military: Hostages’ safety remains

| para mount

“¥~1 HE Armed Forces will

-4 'continue to-consider the’

safety of hostages while

-carrying out its mission to crush
‘the Abu Sayyaf, the spokesman for
the military said. _

.+ Asked to comment o _
Presidént Duterte’s order to )
bomb the bandits even if they

have hostages with them, Brig.

‘ Gen. Restituto Padilla said:

“We got this guidance and

looked at it seriously...hut in the

implementation of [the] guidance,

we apply our skills and our

operational art.” e

I Addressing businessmen in -

1 Davao City over the weekend,

i . Dutertesaid he had instructed

{  the Nd¢yihd the Coast Guard: “If
| there ire kidnappers and they're *

trying to escape, bomb them afl,”

"They say ‘hostages’. Sorry,
collateral damage,” he said in the
speech, delivered soon after the

kidnapped Korean ship captain- - -

and Filipino crew member of a
cargo vesse] were freed in Sulu.

The Abu Sayyaf is believed to be
holding up to 28 kidnap victims, a
number of them foreigners.

Padilla said the military
“is prepared to carry out the
President’s directive, but we will
also take consideration of the
hostages’ lives while applying
the full force of military

| i . I: 5285, 5295
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.. PRESIDENT Duterte and Défense Secretary Delfin N. Lorenzana pay their last respect to Ariy Capt. Clinton Caplo at the martiary of the Libingan

i

i riga Bayani in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. Capio, member of Philippine Military Academy Class of 2006, was kifled in a clash with the Abu Sayaff -

- bandits on Thursday, i

resources and power in order t:o' -

implement that.” ¥
He added it was up to i ;

ground commanders “to be |

able to implement that in the " Nevertheless, hé stressed

best way possible, at the least ~  that Duterte’s order spoke of his
cost of life and at the least commitment to remove the Abu
application of violence,” Sayyaf threat, once and for all. pva
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* AFP finstalis new Wesmincom commander

,' As part of the military leadership renewed efforts to crush terrarist groups,

i particifarly the Abu Sayyaf, in southern Philippines, the Armed Forces of the
i Philippines {AFP) yesterday Installed new commander of the Western Mindanao _
) Coramand (Wesiincofn); Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez formatly assumed as Wesmincom
! Gommander vice Lt. Gen: Mayoralgo de fa Cruz, who was appointed as Inspeetor
! %%En'efala'AF.P based in Camp Aguinaldo. Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana and
- AP Chief of Staff Gen. Edudrdo Afio graced the change of command ceremory,
i Afio-vowed to significantly defeat the Abu Sayyaf group within six months. A
# hember of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) “Sandiwa™ Class of 1985,
~+-tfalvez was the former commander of the Army's 6t Infantry Division (1D) based
i 1 Maguindanao. Galvez is not a stranger to Wesmincom, having served as
1 €bmmander of the Army's 104th Brigade operating in Basilan against the Abu
lil}yyaf band of Isnifen Hapiton and Furuj indama. Mario J. Mailari

i
i
H
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- By Cynthia . aa;a'na i
= @cynchdeNQ

: Ci'unas recent mstallatmn of
a Weapons Ofl arttﬁm&i 1siands_ n

: g
. Setretary Delfin Lovenzana said
+:on Tuesday, after Manila quiet-
~ 1y protested Beijing’s activities.
The Department of Foreign
Affairs sent a note verbale to
the Chinese Embassy last
month after confirming a re-
‘port from the US-based Center
“for Strategic and International
Studies - about China’s arms
" buildup in the Spratlys,
" The actions of China in fnili-
. tarizing those disputed features -
afel very troubling,” Lotenzana
~sald i d-statement, “They do not
- squiare withthe Chinese govein-
meht’s thetoric thae its purpose
is peaceful and friendly.”
- “The Philippine goveinment
‘would be remiss in its duty to
protect ifs national interest if it
does not protest, question and
«seek-clarification from China on. -

. ‘the presence of weapons i the .-

: -Spraﬂys " he said

SRR A

g s

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana

He took a stronger line than
Foreign Secretary  Perfecto
Yasay, who refrained from crit-
icizing China on Tuesday but
said the Issue had to be handied
carefuily and the public should

know"we are no{ slee{nng on.-

the ]Db "

S Balancmg act

“When something happens
that can pose us some kind of
thieaf to our sovereignty
rights; we issue a note verbale
so we can talk about it and
maicerme it is propelly adw

-dressed "Yasay sald:~
- With ‘biltions of dollars of -
patential Chinese trade and

-in-favor:of Manila in: July Tast
year, saying Beifing had no his- .
" torical

investment at stake, the Philip-
pines has a difficult balancing

act in upholding its sovereignty -
-~ claims while staying ‘68 the
. better terms that President.

" Dutette has' estabhsheci with

histaric rival China.-

parency Initiative (Amti), a Us
think tank, has also said it has
been tracking construction of
hexagonal structures on Kag-
itingan (Fiery Cross), Pangani-
ban {Mischief) and Zamora
(Subi) reefs since June and July
last vear. China has built
airstrips on these islands, capa-
ble of accommodating large
military aircraft.

Lorenzana said some of the

reclaimed areas mentioned in~

the Amti report were within
the country’s EEZ, The Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration ruled

title to

=N

the

vast :

- maritime region.

For its part, the Philippines
has decided to shelve planned

- upgrades to facilities on islands .
.-t conirols, such as repairiiigan ;
“eroded ranway, to avmd incur— :
5 "rmg Chitia’s wrath," :

The -Asia’ Maritinié Trans~' o

" Lorenzana said a dlplomat- .
ic protest was the cofrect pro-
cedure and despite warming
relations with China, the gov-
ernment still had a duty to pro-
tect the national interest.

China claims maost of the
South China Sea, through
which about $5 trillion of goods
passes anually, An internation-

“al arbitration ruling last year
Invalidated those claims.

It 'said China has ‘placed” ™
modern:-weapons on Panganis

China's art1f1c1al islafids be-

. w.came & hot issue last week
“ban, which is located within the -
Philippines’ 200 nautical ‘mile.
‘exclusive économic zone (EEZ).

when the US nominee for Sec-
retary.of State,: Rex'Tillerson,

| fold a Senate hearing that Bei-
“.jing should be repelled from,
"and then denied access to, the
- controversial islets,

Yasay last week suggested
Manila would play no part.in
that, and said of ‘the United
States, “Let thern do it”’ ~wrre
AREPORT FROM REUTERS ING
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DAVAO CITY - The govern-

-ment views with guarded op-

-timismi the peace negotiations

 with the Communist Party of

. motrow unitil Jan. 25, i o
-7+ Presidential adviser on the
- peace process Jesus Ditreza
‘said yesterday that the third

round of talks would center

. on unfinished discussions on

. the proposed bilateral ceasefire
. Visca-vis issues on thie release”
- Ofprisot " .
LM TRe

constitutional, political re-
forms and end of hostilities

- and disposition of forces are on
. the table for discisssions, These .
. 1ssues, although difficult, are -
-~ stirmiountable with both sides
sharing common aspirations
- for peace,” Dureza said. -

But Fidel Agcaoili, the com-

. miunists’ chief negotiator, is not
~ as hopeful as he believes that
- ending orie of Asia's longest

-Fronl, CPP’s political arm,

also warned that forces on the
ground were urging an end o
a ceasefire as they became frus-

- trated with the gnverﬁrgent’s

“broken promises.”::

“The NDF goes iito”the -

third round of formal talks in
Rome determined as always to
persevere with the peace talks
but increasingly troubled by
the other parly’s sincerity,”
Agcaoili said in a statement.

- He added that the commu-

' nists would need at least two
© thore years after negoliators
.- agreed on aseries of economic :
“even beginniiy “serions dist’
cussions”on a final peace pact.”

- - Those economic and po--

“litical reforms have yet.to be

~discussed in Rome.

~cructal ageénda items -
- on sécio’ economic teforms,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC

- communists in his Cabinet.
Military records showed at
least 30,000 people have died
~in the conflict as the commu-

i-democratic revolution” since
1968 to overthrow a capitalist

. system that has created one
~of Asia’s biggest rich-poor
--divides.
¢ » Durezasaid the Preparato
- Work and engagements, led by
. Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello
{‘-_ Uforthe government and Ag.
 caoili for the CPP, “even before
! the- third round of talks auger
well for pussible significant
 Progress with the hosting and
facilitation of the Norwegian
 team headed by Ambassador
{Elisabeth Slattum.”
| - The President has instriicted
- the governinent panel to work

for an early setilement of the

-issues ag he cailg on the nation
to provide support to the ef-
forls Lo uilimately bring peace
in the land.

i “The outcomes of the third
round of laiks can bring us
icloser to achieving sume pos-

“agreed, and are meant to be

. President Duterte, who de-
'scribes hitisélf as a socialist,:
' has made ending the rebellion.
it :one of his top priorities i Jiine
" last year and installed three

" nists waged their “national

demaiided the releas 1
dreds of jgiied_‘}pbmmu_ﬁis_ts

before they consider making

major coneessions in the peace
talks. LT

Dutette ordered the release
of at least 18 top leadeis to

kickstart the peace | Tocess but-

the rebels wanted the immedi-
ate freedom f6r 434 rebeld 3
condition that the Presiderit said
he could not give strai ghtaway.
Fe described the negotia-
tions as a “poker game.”
"My aces are.in prisoty”
he said, referfirig to the jatled

communists: “If | released -

them all my cards would loge.

- There would be nothing else to

talk about.” "7 !
Bello said the government

is still sticking to its timeframe

to secure a’peace deal in nine

to 12 months since the start of
~ o He added that he has told
- the commuiists that it witld

Jear

be to their advantage riot to de-

~lay the process, or they would
risk not being able 4o finalize

a pact before Duterte’s term
ends in 2022,

Ageaoili:said the prospect
of 4 permanent ceasefite was
“growing.dim” becatiée of
the prisoner isste as he also
accused security forces of vio-
lating the current temporary
ceasefire. -~ With Jose Rodel
Clapano, AFP

of huit

sible milestones for sustainable
Ppeace,” Dureza added.
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Pefending champion  Armed
- Forces of the Phi?ipgines {AFP) and
Bureau of Fre Protection (BFP)

*kept thelr quarterfinal-hopes alive

with big wing over top two rivals
In the 5th UNTV Cup held over the
: weekend at the Pasig City Sports
. Center, ‘

Exploiting the absence of former
PBA MVP Kenneth Duremdes, the
BFP Firefighters leaned on a fiery

. start and a well-balanced attack to
stun the erstwhile unbeaten Bu-

- read of Customs Transformers, 95-
89, and stay in the running for a
berth in the next round.

Veteran Gitbert Malabanan led

- five BFP players in double figures
with 21 pojnts, inciuding clutch
baskets that helped scuttle Cus-

- toms’, sglrlted comeback for ‘their

fifth win in 9 games. .

More than. improving theif quar-’

“ terfinal chances, the Firefighters
earned the distinction as the first
“team to beat the powerhouse
squad that played minus its heart
and soul who begged from playing
due to & previous commitment.
The AFP Cavaliers likewise im-
proved to a 5-4 record with an 80-

72 Victory over }udICIary Magiswho

saw their sm~game winning streak

!
|
L
I

Page. B

Games Sunday
(Pasiy City Sporfs Center)
3 pan. -~ Judiciary vs MMDA
5 puan, = Customs vs AFP.

7 p.m. - NHA vs BFP

come to an end.

Despite thelr defeat, the Trans-
formers remained on top, but the
Magis slipped to a share for second
to third places with the idle Philip-
pine National Police Responders at
7-2 in the tournament offering ¥4
milion to the chosen charity of the
champion team.

Meantime, Malacafiang ended a
three-game skid by crushing Na-
tional Howsing Authority, 91-65,
to formalize its eatry into the next
round.

“The top twa finishers after the S

Mo. 6 play a series in the quarters,
The seventh and eighth teams will
be eliminatad.

Fric dela Cuesta and Von Javier
led the Malacafiang Kamao with 20
and 19 points, respectively, while

the Cavaliers drew big gameas from.
Jeffrey Quiambao and Ronald Pas-: _
cual with 18 and 17 poirits, respec~" B

tively.

ound will ‘advance outright tothe
sermis while teams from No. 3:to™

el

i
H
H
+
:
i
¢
i
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ONLINE NEWS

18 JANUARY 2017
| u .
Battle-seasoned general new chief of key |
command = o o
From Rappler {Jan 17): Battle»éeasoned general new chief of key Mindanao command
|
_ Major General Carlifo Galvez Jr, the new Western Mindanac Command chief. hrings his.rich.combat and...-
administrative experience fo thé critical mifitary post

l
|

indanao

CRITICAL POST. Major Genera! Carlito Galvez Jr assumes leadership of the Armed Forces of the Fhilippines
Western Mindanao Command. Photo by Richard Falcatan/Rappler

A battt -segsonetigeneral.zs ghe_new..chlef af a critical military command in Mindanao,
Major General Carlito Galvez Jr replaced Western Mindanac Command (Wesmincom) chief Lieutenant
General Mayoralgo dela Cruz in a change of command ceremony Tuesday morning, January 17.

Dela Cruz is moving to the hea{;fquarters in Manila to become the military's inspector general.

i
Galvez now heads the military command responsible for fighting local terrorist groups and protecting
peace falks with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), two areas that President Rodrigo Duterte
had directed the military o focus on.

}
The 53-year-old Galvez brmqs to the post a rich combat and administrative experience dealing with
threat groups in one of the most violent areas in the countm as the Duterte adm:mstrat:on strwes to
implement a peace deal with the MILF, "

Galvez had served as the commander of the 6th Infantry Division based in Maguindanao. He was then
tasked to protect the czovemment s ceasefire with the MILF based in the province, and to deal with
various peace spoilers such as the MILF breakaway group, the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters

(BIFF}.

Galvez has open commumcatlon lines with the MILF leadership as he had served as co-chairman of the
Coordinating Committee on Cessation of Hostilities (CCCH) that monitors the government and MILLF
ceasefire, and investigates a!leged violations.

Galvez had worked with MILF leaders to keep the ceasefire intact after the January 2015 Mamasapano
bloodbath that killed elite cops and sparked national outrage.

| .
Galvez also fought the Abu Sajryaf Group in Basitan when he became the youngest commander of the 104th
infantry brigade from 2012 to 2013. He led military operations to prevent rogue members of the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF) based in Basilan from reinforcing the fighters led by Habier Malik during the
Zamboanga siege in 2013.
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He also served critical administrative pogitions. Before getting the 8th ID post, Galvez was AFP deputy

chief for operations and, before that, Wesmincom's deputy commander for the peace process.
|

Galvez is a member of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1985.

http:/iwww.rappler.com/nation/15851 8-general-carlito-galvez-irwesmincom-chief
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