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By Tetch Torres-Tupas
@T2TupasING

Former Hanjin executive and
South Korean businessman Jee
Ick-joo was strangled inside
Camp Crame, headquarters of
the Philippine National Police,

shortly after he was kidnapped

by rogue policemen in October,
according to a Department of
Justice (DO} resolution.

The resolution, a copy of
which was obtained by the In-
quirer, gquoted one of the offi-
cers accused, Senior Police Offi-
cer 4 Roy Villegas, as implicat-
ing a fellow cop, Senior Police
Officers Rlcky Sta. Isabel as the

"feader of the group.”

In his affidavit, Vlllegas
said he heard Sta. Isabel talking
to a certain “Sir Dumlaoc.” “8ir, 1
keard you know these people
and this operation was sanc-
tioned by yo‘\':l,” he guoted Sta.
Isabel a8 saying. .

Villegas said Sza Isabel then
ordered them to ignore Dum-

‘lao. He was also the one who

brought packaging tape and
surgical gloves before ordering
them to cover Jee's head.

“He finally recalls seeing
respondent . Sta. Isabel stran-
gling and killing the victim,”
the DOJ resotution stated.

Vﬂlegas sald Sta. Isabel caIled a
certain "Dmg, .who agreed- to
receive the: ‘body in exchange
- for P30,000and a golf set. Then

the body was taken to the fu-

neral home in Caloocan.
“He joined the operation as
he believed then that the opera-
tion is a legitimate police opera-
ticn against the herein victim
who, according to respondent
Sta. Isabel is involved in illegal
drugs,” the DOJ resolution stated.
. “He reiterates that he
thought all along that the
surveillance and police opera-
tions which he participated in
are legitimate police opera-
tions,” the fesolution said.
“When he realized it, he did not
resist and instead, he obeyed
the instruction of respondent
Sta. Isabel for fear of his life
and that of his family.”
The DOJ resolution, which

~approved the filing of Kdnap-

ping-for-ranscin . with “homi-

. cide against Sta. Isabel, Ville-

gas, Ramon Yalung and several
John Does said all the respon-
dents failed to submit evidence
denying their ‘participation in
the crime. : .

Very angry

President Duterte became
“yery angry® when he men-
tioned Jee's case during a
meeting with governors on
Thursday, according to Pam-
panga Gov. Lilia Pineda.

“The policemen behind (the
kidnapping) are not my people,”
President Duterte said, accord-

' gu11ty‘ and therefore should be

—--+The-DOJ-said-the-respon

i dasastatew;mess .
CPm ery, very angry. I'm

very, very offended.. I would.
have.-melted away in hurmh&~

~tion’ tight at this very moment

because it happened within
Camp Crame,” Dela Rosa said in
Malacafiang. “If T have my way,
I would kill these policemen-
cum-kidnappers. But I cannot
do it because that's illegal”

Jee, together with his Filip-
ina maid,“was taken by two
unidentified men from their
house in Pampanga last Oct. 18.
The maid said the men toid her

- that her boss was involved in il-

legal drug activities, but that
they eventually released her.
Another police . officer,
Christopher Baldovino, admit-
ted in his testimony that he
was part of the surveillance op-
eration that was conducted

..prior to the abduction of Jee.

Page: ’EH

dents failed to counter the evi-
dence against them as well as
the testimonies of the msid, the
victim’'s wife Choi Kyung-jin,
and the admission made by Vil-
legas and Baldovino.

“The special complex crime
of kidnapping for ransom with
homicide is committed when
the person was killed on the oc-
casion, in connection, in the
course of or subsequent to his
detention, regardless of whether
the killing was purposely sought
or was merely an afterthought.
In this case, it was respondent
Sta. Isabel who killed the victim
——— by strangulation,” it said,
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they are not afraid of me.” The . ¢
Aimy Cor Soujirzh Korean eavoy had asked = . decuring the land.
for a briefing about the case. h
PNP  Director General
Ronald dela Rosa said he be-
lieved Sta. Isabel was “the most
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Lookotit order
JAt the same time, the de-
‘partiient also issued an immi-
“gration 1ookout bulletin order
'agairst ‘Sta. Isabel, who re-
- signed this week and is in the

“custody of the National Bureau '

“of Investigation.

.. The bulietin order has a sim-
ilar effect of a court-sanctioned
travel ban. Individuals included
in the order may still travel
abroad, but only with the ap-
proval of the justice secretary.

In signing the order, the de-

partment noted the severity of -
the accusation and that “there is .

strong. possibility that (he) may.

attempt 16 place himself beyond

the reach of the legalprocesses...
by leaving the country.”

On Wednesday, Choi visit-
ed the- NBI headquarters in
Manila and spoke for over an
hour with Director Roel Boli-
var, commander of Task Force
on Ilegal Drugs, whlch over-

sees the investigation,
“We had the opportunity to

“personally ™ infornr herof- her s

hushand’s death and cremation,”
Bolivar said. “She was thankful
For the bureaw’s swift work.”

“They wanted ta grow old
here, permanently stay here in
the Philippines,” he added.

Bolivar said a tearful.Choi
demanded ‘answers ‘and agked
what they did to deserve being
targeted. “1 have no answers
‘for her,” he admitted.”

Sta: Tsabel aliegediy led of~
ficers intaking Jee, 53, from his
Angeles City home in the guise
of a drug raid. The South Kore-
an Embassy on Wednesday
said that the Philippine foreign
; office had confirmed that Jee
was strarigled and his remains
burned, but that the officers
responsible still extorted ran-
som amounting to Ps million
from his wife. . e

South Korea demands probe

The South Korean foreign
ministry, in a statement, said
the government had informed
them of the death and that it
had ordered a special prosect-
tor to investigate the case. It
saitd it was shocked that the po-

_ Yce.were involved, and sought

assurances that the nearly 1 mil-
Jion Xoreans who visit the coun-
try regularly would be safe.

“We express our strong re-
grets for the incident commit-
ted by the police officers under
the pretext of performing offi-
cial duties,” the Seuth Korean
Embassy in Manila told the in-
guirer on Thursday. “We call
for the complete and thorough
investigation into this unfortu-
nate case ag soon as possible,”

Body
_ Bolivar said they were inves-
tigating how the body was taken
to Gream Fuperal Services in
Caloocan City. Gream is owned
by Gerardo Santiago, chair of
Barangay Bagbaguin 165 and a
retired cop reportedly formerly
assigned to the Northern Police
District, where he worked with

Sta.Isabelin the past.

Recovered at the site on
Wednesday night were 14 golf
clubs owned by Jee worth
leff ,000. It is belleved the
clubs were used tg ar
for his cremation, partly pay

Santiago is currently out of
the country, visiting one of hig

children: inzCanada —wirinis -
/PORTS FROM ' TARRA QUISMUNDO,

JHESSET 0. ENAND, MARLAN RAMOS
ANDJEROMEANING INQ
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Democratic Front {NDF} senior pohm-
ecal consuitant Jose Maria (J oma). Sison - -

believes that a comprehensive agree-

ment that would end hostilities between

couId be reached “as early as 20207

.. Likewise, the Philippines govern-
ment (GRP) peace panel led by Labor
Secretary Silvestre RBellp IH, expressed

ing ;hairman and National the government and the leftist group

- ment will be finally approved in the third

< round of talks with the local communist
Eroup. .

“I am one with President Duterte’s

optimism that in this round of talks,

optimism that a joint ceasefire agree-
we are able to finalize and approve the
joint ceasefire agreement. Toward this
agenda, the GRP panel has come pre-
" pared to exchange and discuss -
our drafts on said agreements,” |
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said Bello, the GRP panel chairmair:-

Before leaving for the third round of
tals, Bello said the government was

Tockirig forward 19 THe sighingof 4 peace

agreement this year

" Speaking at yesterday's opening
of the third round of talks between the
GRP and the NDF, Sison expressed his
confidence that both sides will be able
to sigh agreements on socio-econonic

affairs;and political and constitutional .
reforms ‘that ‘would “lay the full basis

'the End of Hostilities and Disposition of
Forces as early as 2020-2021.”

“The advantage of having the CAS-
ER (Comprehensive Agreement on
Socto-Economic Reforms) and CAPCR
(Comprehensive Agreement on Political
and Constifutional Reforms) signed and
approved by both principals within the
first two years of the Duierte govern-
ment is that these agreements shall
be implemented for at least two years
before the end of said government,”
Sison said.

He added that “the prospect is in

41

. sight thatwithin sixmonthis, the CASER

shall already be ready for signing.”

The CASER, said to be thebackbone -
—ofthe talks; tackles contentions issues
related to genuine land reform, national
mdusi:nallzatmn, and the expansmn of

social services.” .

Concernmgthe mgnmg of a CAPCR
Sison'pointed out that the NDF was
“willing to maintain its alliance with the

GRP.and Duiterte adminisiration by.co=...
gperating in the' foundmg of the'Federal -

of the Comprehensive Agreement on - Republic of the Philippines, ¢reating 2.

parliamentary system, and making a
new Constitution that upholds, defends
and promotes national independence,
democracy, economic development,
social justice, cultural progress, inde-
pendent foreign policy and international
solidarity with peoples and all countries
for peace and development.”

“In various ways, President Duterte
can prove in real and concrete ferms
that he is truly a patriotic and progres-
sive President, and fights against the
imperialists and oligarchs for the benefit
of the people,” he said. .

While Sison’s statement was wel-
comed in thig third round of talks to end
47 years of armed conflict between the
government and the imsurgents, there
was scant reference in his speech about

the possibility of reaching an agreement
,_:,.;lUn a jﬁm.t .eeasgi‘fnna by the Eﬁdﬁf thl.s.m_.., SR PO TR PT e
: Week -longnegotiations here.”

~Bison only said that he was satisfied
by the exchange of drafts by the two
sides on the Joint Monitoring Commit-

tee (JMC) which will be tasked with-
-overseeing the zmplementatzon of the -
-bﬂateral ceagefire. . =

' The GRP ‘patiel, on the ather hand :
-has reportedly-been given specific;
marching orders by President Duterte o
forge a deal for a more permanent, Lilat-
eral ceasefire here asa pre«conditibﬂ-for_

the release of more political priseners,

‘which started last August with his order '

to free 22 NDF consultants.

Earlier reports said Duterte is Wﬂhng
foimmediately order the release of more
political prisoners once he sees a copy of
aformal agreement on the implementa-
tion of a joint ceasefire - a deal which

has never before been siruck between’

the two sides in decades of negotiations
under five prevmus Preszdents

is signed here, -

As it is, the NDF is asking for the

release of nearly 400 more fernale, sickly,
and elderly comrades who are in jail,
For the governmeni peace panel,
part of its preparation for the third
round of talks focused on the immediate
release of imprisoned communist ingur-
gents énce a bilateral ceaseﬁre accord

- Implementatlon of Op!an Bayamhan and

Oplan Kapayapaan by the military in the
countryside, as well as the government’s
anti-illegal drugs campaign Oplan
Tokhang and Double Barrel.
Meanwhile, Foreign Affairs Secre-
tary Perfecto Yasay Jr. attended the
opening ceremony, but said he was in

the counfry for bllateral tai]m vm‘.h hlS

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CH

"Biit the NDF has ralsed new issies
that could derail such a plan.

“We clearly state today that the re-
lease of the political prisoners should not
be seen as a mere confidence-building
measure or a gift to the NDFE It is an
cbligation of the GRP under CARHRHIL

(Comprehensive Agreement on Hurnan -

Rights and International Humanitarian
Laws),” said NDF peace panel chairman
Fidel Ageaoili.

Ageaoili argned that the political

trump cards to extract concessions from

‘the NDE"§. .
" “Such éonduct is bound to further_

erode muthal trust and confidence,”
he said.

. Both Sison and Agcaoili aiso ex-
‘pressed concern over violations of the
unilateral ceasefire with the continued

Italian counterpart.

Yasay said ‘he had the opportumty
of fuiﬁllmg two of the most important
items in his bucket list when he came
to Rome.

-He acknowledged meetmg Sison,

' who e had looked up fo as a student at

the Central Philippines University in 1loi-

-"lo,as onie of such bucket list items. The
““pthier in his bucket list is his personal
" audience with Pope Francis Wednesday,

together with Presidential Adviser on

prisoners Fshould not be treated as _ the Peace Process Jesus Dureza.

Norwegian Ambasgadorto the
Philippines Eric Forner and Royal

- Norwegian government chief mediator
- Ambassador Elizabeth Slattum also

graced the opening ceremonies, which
was also attended by over a dozen

“eongressmen who came £o observe the, 5 Local: 5285, 5295

peace negotiations.
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eferise Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana and high-ranking
officials from the Armed
= Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) on Wednesday visited fo-the

- island municipality of Sibufy - the

county's southwestern most island in
the province of TawiTawi - to check on
troops and enlist the support of the com-
munity in the government's campaign
aganst terrorism, kidnapping, piracy,
and legal drugs.

Lorenzana was accompanied by
A?‘P Chief of Staff General Eduardo
Ar‘m and Army chief Lt. Gen. Glorioso
Miranda, Navy chief Vice Admiral Ron-
ald Joseph Mercado, Air Force chief Lt,
Gen. Edgar Fallorina, and 11 generals

E Uy A A iy R

THE N!‘I{m"& LEADING MEWESPAPEN

to dialogue with municipal and baran-
gay gfﬁcials led by Sibutu Mayor Alshefa
Pajiji, barangay Ceaptains, and military
commanders in Tawi-tawi.

Lorenzana underscored the impor-

tance of local leaders’ cooperation to
ensure the wellbeing of the nation.
_ Pajiji, meanwhile, lamented the
;ncidence of kidrappings around the
1§Iand has adversely affected his mu-
nicipality. .

Pajiji assured the military leader-
ship of his support and {hat of his con-
stituents to help in the campaign to end
the criminal activities of the Ahu Sayyaf
» among other concerns, |

- Afioassured the mayor ofthe AFP's
focused and unrelenting campaign

a_rid flag ;ﬁfﬁééi‘_s’, .éalﬁon'g'dfhersj i o
- After abriefing, Lorenzana hosted a

Page: “ﬂ

against the bandits. -
He, however, stressed that the Abu
Sayyaf can only thrive in places where

' they can find refuge or support.

Hence the peaple of Sibutu can help

‘2 lot by denying the ASGs sanctuary

and logistics.

“The people should be actively
involved in monitoring the arrival of
strangers or the occorence of criminal
activities in the island. The residents

" should organize themselves tobe active

“partners of government in providing

security, livelihood, and development
opportunities,” Afio said.
Calbi Nami, the President of the

* ‘Association of Barangay Captains, for

OFFICE OF THE.

his part, sought the assistance of gov-
ernment for solar lights to illumina'te
their streets and communities {o uplift

" the lives of some 30,000 residénts of the

Municipality.

- Afio mentioned that AFP pariner-
stakeholders have, in the past, success-
fully embarked on similar solar lighting
projects. . .

He said his commanders cancallon
the said groups anew to diseuss the pos-
sibility of engaging on another project
for Sibutu thru the Jomnt Task Force
Tawi-Tawi under the command of Briga-
dier General Custodio Parcon, Jr.

After the dialogue, Pajiji profusely
thanked Lorenzana and his enfourage
for reaching out to them.

"It's been many years since this
municipality was ever visited by a high

government official, much less by a

Secretary of National Defense," Pafiil 4595581 ocal: 5285, 5205

said.
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ZAMBOANGA CITY e o ' -:.'- By ROEL PARENG
Governiment troops rescued AbuSayyafyesterdaymomng the military,

two Filipinc hostages of the inIndanan, Sulu, accordingto - The Joint Task Force Sulu
(JTFS) sent a report to the

Armed Forces Western Min-
danao Command (Westmin-
com) and identified the freed
hostages as Dolcesimo Almires
and Esteban Janamjam.

The victims were rescued by
elements of the JTFS led by Lt.
Col. Arnel Baceay of Air Intelli-
gence Service Group and Joint
Intelligence Task Force Sulu
led by Lt. Col. Yusop Hassan
at about 9:15 a.m. in Barangay
Tagbak, Indanan. 4

The two hostages were im-
mediately brought to the JTFS
headquarters at Camp Teod-
ulfo Bautista, Barangay Bus-

mays rescued imm Abus

The mﬂltary sa1d based on

*the debriefing, the victims

disclosed that they were ab-
ducted on Oct. 25, 2016 while
onboard their boats off Pang-
utaran, Sulu and were held by
the Abu Sayyaf group led by
sub-leader Jaber Susukan in
Barangay Kumapid, Talipao
town.

The victims disclosed that
they were escorted by two Abu
Sayyaf members and were on
their way to another area in
Parang, Sulu yesterday when
they were intercepted and
rescued by the troops.

Their Abu Sayyaf escorts re-
portedly escaped after sensing
the presence of the govemment

S g i Joloy Sulu

FOTORS i T N—
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By Mario J. Mallari®

Two more Abu Sayyaf hostages
were released by their captors in
Suluy province yesterday-morning.

Reports said that Doleesimo
Almires and Esteban Janmjam
were recovered by elements of the
military's Joint Task Foree-Sulu
along Barangay Taghak in Indanan

i
town at aroand §:15a.m.

The two were abducted by the
Abu Sayyaf last October 25, 2016
along the high seas of
Pangutaran, Sulu. :

During initial debriefing, the two
said that they werd kept by the
Abu Sayyafband of Jaber Susukan
in Barangay Lumapid, Talipac also
in Sulu. :

| atitl: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 545-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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Théy saié that they were

released and told by their captors
to go to an area in Parang, Suiw
The two were siubsequently
recovered by elements of the JTF-
Suly, led by Lt. Col. Arnel Bacceay.,
The victims were subsequently
brought to Kampo Heneral Teodulfo
Bautista in Busbus, Jolo for
dehriefing and medical check up.

Larlier, the Abu Sayyaf also freed
a South Korean and his Filipino
companion — both crew members of
1 commercial vessel sea jacked along
the high seas of southern Philippines.

Reports said that P26 million in
ransom was paid to the Abu Sayyaf
for the release of the two ses
farers, who were turned over to the
Moro National Liberation Front.
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ALWAYS READY TO HELP | AFP 4th L.D. Continues its Ops in Cagayan De
Oro

Camp Aguinaido — Armec Force

sof
gave an update on the hard efforts of t
the massive floods brought by the recen

i
i
i

Philinnines Spokesman Srigadier Generar Rastitic ~adile
roops inthe 4% Infantry Division, Philippine Army in line with
low-pressure area in Cagavan De Oro,

-

o2
~
=
=
N
t

The troops were advised by the local government {o ‘retrograde” or diminish their har¢ efionis in
said area since the weather had alreac) heer betisr

-

£is of now, oniy 20 families are left in Camp Evangelista. and they are waiting for the advice on whan
they can go back to their respective homes

i

The current mode of operation in Eastern Mindanao area, according to Padilia is clean-up drive and a
total of 1,000 personnel 1o assist.

Army Core Purpose; Serving the people. Securing the land.
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The total number of casualties is vel i be updated, but Padilla regretfully said that there are reported
deaths despite warnings and advisories sent o the public since a lot of citizens do not have access to

cell phone and radio,

“I can assure you the Armed Forces will always be ready to provide assistance in the event of any
similar weather disturbance such as this.” Padilla stated. ~ EPJA
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.',.'_‘Termr groups
\ay have sleep
cells in -hE

__-By CHRISTINA MENDEZ .

W1th mem’vers of the Is~_

lamic State actively sowing
terror in many areas around
the world including Europe,
Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana did not discount
the possibility that there are IS
sleeper-cells already operating
in the country.

Lorenzana made the rev-
elation when asked why
President Puterte has been
expressing serious -concern
on the IS and even openly
discussed this before mem-

bers of the diplomatic corps |

during the New Year recep-
tion or vin d'konneur.

“I think we should not un-
derstate it. They are all over
the world. They are active in

“cells here. It's the right attitude
that we should not down-
play it,” the defense secretary
said in a chance interview in
Malacaﬁang yesterday.

* During his speech yester-
day after the oath-taking of po-

<o BrOpe:50- they. might-have ..

hce generals at the .’sza,l Hall

in Malacafiang, Duterte was
unable to hide his growing
concern over how the tentacles

of the IS group have reached
the country.

He noted that the Abu
Sayyaf, which has been
tagged in many kidnap-for-
ransom activities in Mind-
anao, has pledged aileglance
to the IS.

“May pumasok na sa Min-
danao (They have entered
Mindanao), the Abu Sayyaf
has pledged allegiance to ISIS,
wnaghibidahan sila (they are try-
ing to prove) who is more bru-
tal,” Duterte said in his speech.

He also revealed that
there are tons of shabu being
peddled.in.Mindanao..5ome- — —
groups, including the dreaded
Maute group, have expanded
their operations to Leyte.

He lamented many are vic-
timized or “enslaved” by their
addiction to drugs.

— Jaime Laude

i
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~ warns of more IS
attacks in Asia-Pacific

_NEW DELHI = A top U5«
military commander watned .
. Wednesday that the Asia-
- Pacific region is at risk of-

attacks by Islamic State (IS)

group fighters returning to
their home countries.

As the group loses territory
in the Middle East, radicalized
fighters from Bangladesh,
Indonesia and elsewhere are

- Hkely to target their native

vountries, Commander of the
VS Pacific Command Admiral
Harry Harrissaid.

“Tt's not a theory. It's real.
In the past year alone, ISIL
has made its murderous in-
tentions clear in places like
Bangladesh, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Malaysia and
the United States,” he said at
an geo-political conference in
New Delhi.

o The warning follows a

- gimilar warning from a Ja-

karta-based think tank in
October, which said the main
danger lies in the strife-torn
southern Philippines where a
handful of Islamic extremist
groups have sworn allegiance
to IS,

Southeast Asia — parts of
which have long struggled
with Islamic militancy — suf-
fered its first IS attack in janu-
ary last year when extremists

de:'

launched a dea ly. sui

‘bombing and gun assault in.
Jakarta, leaving four attackers’
" and four civilians dead. -
.. IS-linked militants also

killed 20 hostages in-a restau-
rant in Bangladesh last year
in one of the deadliest such
incidents in the country.
Harris said India has se
far successfully thwarted any
such attacks at homebut called

.for aconcerted effort by the .

global commmunity to deal with

" the threat in the region. .

Nearly 60 Indians have
joined the IS group since 2014,
according to an official count.

Harris, who was speaking
at India’s annual “Raisina Dia-
logue” conference attended by
officials from 6% counixies, also
touched on the ongoing South
China Sea feud, saying the US
is ready to confront China on

“the isstie of Fres movement it

the resource-rich area.

China claims most of the
South China Sea despite com-
peting claims from the Philip-
pines and other Asian coun-
tries. :

Beijing has fuelled regional
tensions by turning tiny, eco-
logically fragile reefs and islets
in the strategically vital water-
way into artificial islands host-
ing military facilities. ~ AFP
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Commandos of the Naval
Special Operations Group
(NAVSOG), the elite special
warfare unit of the Navy, were
deployed to secure the Miss
Universe candidates and other
participants during their trip
to a beach resort in Batangas
yesterday.

The NAVSOG members es-
corted the beauty queens that
also included Miss Universe
2015 Pia Wurtzbach during

their visit to Navy headquar-

ters in Maniia and also pro-
vided security to the yacht
that the contestants boarded
on their way to the Pico de
Loro Beach and Country Club
in Nasugbu, Balangas.

Navy officials said the se-
curity and accommodation
it gave the candidates of the

—..Miss UUniverse. 2016 pageant ..

were “a manifestation of the
support and commitment to
the tourism initiatives of the
national government that
promote poesitive image of
the country and help boost it:

economy.” :

event in Batangas

'By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

. Lhe peauty queens assem-
bled at the Navy headquarters
along Roxas Blvd. before they
boarded the yacht M/Y Happy
Life that was docked at tﬁ}a
Commodore Divino Pier.
Officers, enlisted personnel

and civilian employees were.

- given a brief opportunity to
see the beauty queens from
various parts of the world in
person.

Navy chief Vice Admiral
Ronald Joseph Mercado led
naval personnel in welcoming
the Miss Universe candidates
and pageant organizers, who
were accorded military honors
upon their arrival.

The Navy said sailors also
.Jined the edges of the pier,
;. demonstrating the traditional
““manning the rail,” a method
of saluting orrendering honor
as the beauty queens passed'
to board the yacht owned by
former Ilocos Sur governor
Chavit Singson.

Wurtzbach and Singson
were joined by 16 candidates

during the visit to Batangas,
which is part of the journey

‘of the delegates across the

country in the lead-up to the
pageant night at the Mall of
Asia Arena on Jar. 30.

The group arrived at Pico
Sands Hotel around 3 p.m,,
more than two hours after they.
departed Navy headquarters
aboard Singson’s yacht,

- Singson is a major sponsor
in the country’s hosting of the
65th Miss Universe pageant.

The delegates had lunch
and held a private photoshoot
at the resort prior to a beach
program late afternoon yes-
terday.

Handerafted neckpieces,
made out of upcycled Coca-
Cola pul tabs by the Artisan
Women of Tondo, were pre-
sented to the candidates dur-
ing the program.

the 5by20 global initiative,

Coca-Cola Philippines vice
president for public affairs
and communications Adel
Tamano said the event was a
welcome opportunity for the
local artisans to showcase their
products.

In Davao City, despite the
heavy rains that welcomed
another batch of Miss Uni-
verse, ethnic dancers and
music greeted the candidates
at around 1:30 p.m. at the in-
ternational airport.

The candidates traveled by
bus to the Eden Mountain Re-
sort where they were treated
to a sumptuous lunch.

After the required pictorials
at the resort, the candidates
were then brought to SM
Lanang Premiere where they .
held a fashion show wearing
gowns made by local design-
ers.

The Davao ancillary event

s Thi group was Atfiong the ~Of the Miss Universe-pageant-———|

WOInen economic empower-
ment programs supported by .
Coca-Cola Philippines under -

has Phoenix Petroleum Inc. as
main sponsor.

- With Janvic Mateo, Edith
Regajado

|
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By Kaflos Mar;fupig _ .
@kmanlupigING

ROME-The government and
the National Democratic Front
(NDF) peace panels appear to
have different expectations of
the third round of negotia-
tions but both parties said
they were determined to make
it successful. :

Government chief negotia-
tor and Labor Secretary Sil-
vestre Bello I said both par-
ties wished to see a significant
progress in the proposed bilat-
eral ceasefire agreement,
which will replace the present
s-ronth unilateral ceasefire
declarations.

“Hopefully we can have a
positive development on the

——discussion oir the joint cease——

fire agreement and then a
consensus on the socio-eco-
nomic reforms and there will
be initial discussion on politi-
cal and comnstitutional re-
forms,” Bello said on Wednes-
day evening.

The deadline for the craft-

7+ ing of the bilateral ceasefire
..--agreement is on Oct. 26 yet but
- the two parties have failed to
yesolve the issues on the re-

Iease of political prisoners,
and alleged ceasefire viola-
fions on the ground.

The government earlier
promised that more releases
will be made once the NDF
agree to sign a bilateral cease-
fire agreement.

“Rebot (Bello) is unfair. He
should not tie the ceasefire
with the releases,” NDF chief
negotiator Fidel Agcaoili pre-
viously said.

Agraoili sald during the
first round of talks in August
that the government asked the
NDF to extend its one-week
unilateral ceasefire.

. *They-said-it would. be an,

"exchange; The NDF will extend

its ceasefire and the govern-
ment will release political
prisoners. So we took Ir. But
since August no political pris-

oners were released,” Agcaoiii ’

said on Wednesday. —wirH A Re-
PORT FROM AP
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BY VICTOR REYES

THE . National Democratic
Front -of the Philippines said
.the chance of having a joint
-ceasefire with the Duterte
administration is already slim
due to various issues, includ-
ing the continued detention of
‘more than 400 political prison-
ers and the "reckless” war on
drugs.

NDFP chief negotiator Fidel
Agcaoili issued the statement
Wednesday, on the eve of
the third round of the formal
peace negotiations in Rome.
The joint ceasefire is among
the issues due 1o be discussed
in the talks.

Agcaoili said the NDFP has al-
ready raised its protest to the
government about the con-
tinuing violations of the pre-
viously-signed Comprehensive
Agreement on Respect of Hu-
man Rights and International
Humanitarian Law (CARHRIL)
and the Joint Agreement on

Safety and Imemunity Guaran-

tees (JASIG).

“These violations place into
serious question the sincerity
of the GRY in its peace nego-
tiations with the NDFP. For if
previously signed agreements
are not honored, what guaran-

tees does the NDFP have that
future agreements would not
be similarly violated by the
GRP? he asked.

Agcaoili said the issues he
raised are the "grave violations
of the CARHRIHL and JASIG

. and the broken promises on

the release of political prison-
ers have made the extension of
the NDFP’s unilateral ceasefire
untenable.”

“The prospect for forging 4
bilateral ceasefire agreement
has grown dim,” he said.

He noted the arrest and con-
viction of JASIG-protected
NDFP consultants Eduardo
Sarmiento, Emeterio Antalan
and leopoldo Caloza over
“trumped-up charges.”

He said government then sug-
gested that the three withdraw
their appeals for the granting
of presidential pardon.

“As a result, their conviction
became final. Butr until now,
they have not been pardoned
and continue to languish in

lation of CARHRIHL and JASIG
but also a serious betrayal of
trust,” he said.

Agcacili said several NDFP
consultants have been subject-
ed to surveillance and harass-
ment by “motorcycle riding”

rison. This-is-not-onty-a vie--

men. He said JASIG provides
NDFP consultants protection
from such actions and are even
allowed to camy firearms for
their security.

“Despite a protest filed with
the GRP (Government of the

Republic of the Philippines) .

panel, the surveillance and har-
asstnent . continued, obliging
the consultants to take counter
measures,” he said.

Agcaoili said the NDFP has
also demanded justice for
NDFP and JASIG-protected
personalities - enforced disap-
pearance victims Leo Velasco;
Prudencio Calubid, his wife
and relatives; Rogelo Calubad
and his son; Nestor Entice and
his wife; Leopoldo Ancheta;
and Philip Limjoco; and mur-
der victim Sotero Llamas, '

He said soldiers have con-
tinued their operations in ar

eas they suspect as under the

control, or are influenced or
sympathetic to the commu-
nist movement on the pretext

-—gf..peace. -and - development

projects.

“They occupy schools, health
and day care centers, barangay
halls, public plazas, and even
bus stops and private residenc-
€s in more than 43 provinces
and 146 municipalities all over

the country. They conduct ii-
legal searches and interroga-
tions to identify relatives of
NPA members as well as sup-
porters and sympathizers of
the revolutionary movement
to terrorize the people. They
impose food blockades and re-
strictions on the movement of
residents, disrupting their eco-
nomic activities,” he said.

Governunent and the NDFP
separately declared unilateral
truce days before the start of
the first round of talks in Au-
gust last year. The two sides
are working on a tnore perma-
nent one.

Agcaoili also cited the gow-
ernment’s war on illegal drugs
which he said has drawn con-
cerns from “reputable human
rights and lawyers’ organiza-
tions.”

The NDFP chief negotiator
said the war on drugs has re-
sulted in the killing of innocent
people “due to brutal, reckless
and indiscriminate methods

employed by the-police-in-its- -

anti-drug operations.”

The other issues Agcaoili
rajsed are the non<dndemnifica-
tion of human rights violations
during the martial law years,
the hero’s bural accorded to
strongman Ferdinand Marcos,
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_ The Sulu Sea: Vast, bieautifu! dangerous

HE followmg has been going
on in the Sulu Sea in the past
‘few months. First, a muitiple num-
ber of sea-jackings for kidnapping

for ransom purposes of interna-

tlonal ships passing i international

waters. And the latest, the abduc-. ..
-tion‘and killing at sea of eight- -

" fishermen in the area. The very
. Tatest is the sudden freedom given
“'to an Indonesianship captain and
“a Filipino crewman' after having
“béen kidnapped months ago. Ac-

tually, “sudden” would not be the

correct term. They were freed be-
cause ransom was obviously paid
after time-consuming negotia-
tions. The Philippine government
dlsclalms having paid ransom or

: T TERReRy

bemg paid.

business with international con-
nections. Slaves ended up sold in
Batavia which had a flourishing
slave market and perhaps locally
100, Many towns from the Visayas
to Lozon have watchtowers on
their coastlines dating from those
times as their populations were
_.yictims of siave-raiding. elemems......-

“-from Mindanao.

" Iz modern times when slave
-trading is illegal and outlawed as
“well a8 obsolete, kidnapping for
‘ransom is the new business plan.

The Coast Guard and PNP
- Maritime group need more boats
“but they also need to use more

‘intelligence and improved tactics,
~If their ear is on the ground, they
may just hear of plans for futire
raids and undertake preemptive
actions and/or effective counter-
‘action operations. People will
“always make slips of the tongue.
Or, they should have agents tc
OFFICE OF THE ., yelearaph them, If this is not fea-
sible, a study of history would be

apropos. Traditional slave-raiding
M f_‘)’ R Y e I R R R B L gl S

- VOICES

‘maritime‘law enforcernent opera-

tions, have been citing lack of ca-

pacity to perform these mandates.
The Philippine Navy, on the other
hand, has been deputized to con-
duct maritime law enforcement
operations in these areas, over and
zbove its traditional defensive and

assist sald agencies. Recent events

AMBIENT -

my e fanetions, e

routes should be reviewed along
with the seasonal winds of the year
which, when they converge into a
favorable synergy (the amihan, or
nertheast wind for one), full alert
should be de rigueur. in the past,

have shown that efforts in counter-
‘ing this-scourge at sea have been

- wanting, to say the least. In this

regard, the Philippine government

-“hasundertaken initiatives that led
" to-a tiilateral arrangement with
ot southerii neighbors, Malaysia

“Meanwhile;. the Phxhppm e. and Indonesia, to undertake coor-

Coast Guard ‘and the PNP Man— K
time Group, the primary govern- -
merit agencies tasked to conduct

dinated and synergized effosts to
address these .common criminal
and security ‘concerns. While it

“¢ould be an immediate sotution,

this could compromise our posi-
tion on existing contentious bilat-
eral issues in the medium to long
term, such as boundary questions

" in some areas of the Southern Sulu

Sea. So far, these patrol agreemnents
are evidently not working too well
aswea-jackings and kidnappings
are still goingon.

The Sulu Sea is vast, beautifil
and dangerous, perhaps from
prehistoric times. Typhoons do
not ordinazily pass there but law-
less elements consisting of pirates,
kidnappers‘and slave traders have

- beenr'present, organized and suc-

cessful fora long time:-. - -

While the Abu Sayyaf and others
of theirilk now claim ideological
motives. for their ¢riminal activi--
ties, the truth is-that from the his-
tory that ‘we know, slave trading
has always been the Hvelihood,
occupation, rite of passage of sail-
ors from the area. Today's activities
are just the modern manifestation
of an ancient occupation.

From the late 18th {0 the 19th
centuries, slave trading was big

- »OngpinAS5

defenses are at hand. They are now
confined to the following areas: the
Zamboanga Peninsula, Basilan,
Sul, and Tawi-Tawi from which to
initiate raids and sea-jackings and
then return 1o their safe havens. If

with the use of sailing boats, these
were essential conditions for safl-

fully mechanized and faster boats
that can take on the elements. But
the coastlines are the same and
their familiarity brings these raid-
ers to keep to them, so traditional
routes are still foflowed, ifby faster
boats and more high-powered
arms these days. Northwestern
and northeastern Mindanao, the
western Zamboanga peninsula,
the Southern Sulu Sea were tra-
ditional routes which are utilized
until now.

Moreover, these lawless ele-
ments can no longer blissfully sail
to the Visayas and Luzon without
being interdicted because the seas
are now full of other boats, com-
munication is faster and better

I

ing-towards raids..Now. there-are--

a kidnapping/sea-jacking occurs,
theraiders will immediately home

-in.to-theirredoubtsin-these areas —
- as their safegrounds. But if our

maritime and security force vessels
are on patrol, on guard and acting’
“intelligently, they should be able
to preempt these criminal acts at
sea by denying thern safe sanctuary
ot at least keep them on the run.
If this scunds easier said than
done or too theoretical, let us be
reminded that after the kidnap-
ping raid at Dos Palmas in Pala-
wan in May 2001, the Philippine
Navy put up a task force group,
Stingray, to secure tourist resorts
and beaches in the Visayas,
Mindanao and Palawan areas
and prevent the re-occurrence of
kidnappings and depredations by
criminals and terrerists from the

e
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sea. The task force, using intel-
ligence, psychological operations
such as parading the few gun-

boats at its disposal to be seen .

and noted, fast communication
~-other forms of criminality in

“Southern Philippines.
" But one more imperative Has'

and Navy Seals as organic uits
of the'group and on board at all -

~ times, effectively preempted any”
* kidnappings -or terrorism at sea
- during its existence. In addition,

they stationed themselves at
chokepoints to and from where
the pirates would have to pass
1o initiate a raid or return to safe
havens. Also, the Coast Watch
South, a Philippine Navy unit
then provided the task force with
the needed technical and human
intelligence requirements, in ad-
dition fo those provided by other
government intelligence units
and offices. No more such raids
cccurred at the resorts and the
pirates moved on to non-Philip-
pine areas, 5o, it can be done, as
the past has proven. Given these
experiences and evident good
practices in the past, it is now an

imperative for the government
and all stakeholders to synergize
and level up efforts to effectively
and efficiently suppress and put

an end to piracy, terrorism and .
“an ‘énduring livelilood of raids,

: 'kxdnappmgs and fanisoms,

to be implemented as well to

succeed in this endeavor-<the -

cooperation of local government
officials. Pirates, criminals and ter-
rotists prepare on land and come
back to [and in the course of their
nefarious activities. If local gov-
ernment officials stop tolerating
these activities and report them
to the proper authorities, half of
the battle would be won. It is a
fundamental fact that criminality

and terrorism conducted at sea all .

beginand end on land. Thus, while
alot of effective and efficient prep-
arations and counter-measures can
and should be done at sea, the
equally critical efforis should be
undertaken oz land.

The present situation of con-

tinuous mayhem has to be out-
maneuvered. It will never be easy
as we are dealing with pirates who
know the sea from racial memory,
past and present expetience and

© Furthermore, they are orga-

‘nized and specialized. Those

who kidnap turn the victims
over to those who transport them

elsewhere to be kept hostage by

others in turn, while another
group conducts the ransorm nego-
tiations, It is important to know
what and who one is dealing
with as in "know your enemy”
and learn from the past. Ideally,
and in the long run, of course,
a change of livelihood would
have to be introduced through
full, sustainable and inclusive
development of these traditional
pirate areas,

I am echoing the opinion of a
resource person who has had the
experience of present conditions
in the Sulu Sea.
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he comumst movement that always equates its pursmts
as being for the interest of the “people” is now seeking an
end to the ceasefire that the National Democratic Front
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The communist movement is still carrying an ideology that
beheves asocial and cultural upheaval is needed through an. armed

- :. revoiutson to alIow Workers and peasants the proletanans {o.have .
_ -a predominant role in a new government ‘which remains atheory.”

- Communigt movements around the worid however revolved :
around a key powerful figure who exerdises dictatorial powers-
and not a state ruled by proletarians, :

The NDF is calling for the release of 434 peI},tmal prlsoners “a

affiliated With & ChimnG s moveriént-évén befove the signing

‘oftshe peace.agregment, which by the indication.of the ommiiinist -
Ieadars mav nat come af all, : |

(NDF) unilaterally xmposed but only after bemg contmuously |

badgered by Rody.

‘Rody had long declared his own ceaseﬂre before the .

communists acceded to answer in return.
The NDF rationalized its plan to end the ceasefire on Rody s unmet
promises fo the insurgents amid the ongoing peace negotiations.
“The strong sentiment of the NDF forces on the ground and the
masses in many parts of the country is for the withdrawal of the
NDF unilateral ceasefire, because of broken promises on the

+releassof political prisoners and violations of the- coasefire by

the governinent,” NDF peace panel chairman Fidel Agcaoili said.

The probable truth is that the claimed masses’ support forthe

armed Reds are non- existent. If themasses are truly with the

commies, it is because they fear retribution from these armed

Reds should they go against the armed commies. )
The local movement is led by Iong~exﬂed Comrnunist Party of

the Philippines (CPP) chairman Jose Ma. Sison. The CPP follows
a hardline Maoist doctrine which was derived from the former

Soviet Union’s Red front ideology.
The concept it is espousing which is a soczahst communal

state haslong been discradited.

The Chinese have opted for an open economywhﬂe mamtauung -

its siipposed commiunist political setup while the Soviet Union
_ has broken and from which emerged the Russian republic.
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'".T-Agcaoﬂl sazd the commumsgs would need at least two rore years

to realize a series of economic and political reforms before even
beginning “serious discussions” on & final peace pact.

'I‘hose eéconomic and political reforms have yet to be agreed
on “ind were the agenda in current negotiations in Rome. . .

. The NDF, the CPP's pohtmai arm, is now claiminga consensus

) has béen reached 16 teriinate its unilateral ceasefire.

Easeﬂ on past negotlamons with the rébel. group, the reieaé.e of

' the; pohtmal prisoners.did not help in reaching a peace dea) but

onlybenefited the strengthening of the CPP which wasable to
‘conselidate its forces after the release of some of ifs major officials.

Agcacnh said “the panel is also very aware that the people
are tired of promises from politicians and the Manila gﬂvermnent
that are routinely broken.”

The real public, however is skeptical over the NDI's demand
smce its interest appears more on the retrieval of its top cadres
rather than forging a peace agreement. .

Rody already had shown geodwill in negotiating for peace
Wlth the communists in surrendering some government posts to
its allies and pardened 18 CPP Ieaders who were convicted for
nuurder and kidnapping.

Rody, however, is not ready to fall into what appears tobe a
trap laid out by the CPP in the current negotiations. _

“My aces are in prison,” he said, referring to the jailed commurists.

“If I release them, all my cards are lost. There would be
nﬂthmg else to talk about,” he added.

. Rody's statement showed his awareness of the capability of

: the ‘commnnist movement in terms of advan?ing TS agenda.

The government’s time frame for the signing of a peace pact

Wlth the communists is an agreement by August which is impossible
to meet considering the outlandish demands of the NDF.

.- The NDF, beyond grudgingly imposing a unilateral ceasefire
after Rody complained that it has not complementad an earlier
umlateral ceasefire of the government, had not shown 2
commitment to the peace process.

*-The government accommodating the NDF should have
hinitations while the claimed “masses” the NDF frequently refers
to are waiting for the communist movement to show sincerity.
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Oplan Kapayapaan’: NPA, MILF, MNLF tag as ‘peace-inclined’ groups

From the often pro-CPP onling publication the Davae Today iJan 18): ‘Opian Kapayapaan’: NPA, MILF, MNLF tag as
~peace-nclined’ groups .

“IS1Eansnired armed groups such as the Abu Savvea’
as mam as 1.000 soidiers tc Jolo. Suiu to fight the A5G

Cap: Riwar Balchar says that the AFP s now s aimed ai the
Group. and the Mauwe group. On Augus! last year, the army sam &
Faulc O Rizrabdsvaotoda.com)

£ naw securky plan dubbed as "Oplan Kapayapaan' or the Deveiobpmen: Support and Secunity Pian Kapayapaan (Peacs |

wil: focus on supporiing government deveiopment effore 1o address internal seourity threats an Army spokesmar here

e “We are now focused.in the support of nation building, suppor: tc law enforcement authorities in the fight against
criminality and ifegal drugs, civil military cooperation. peacs buiiding advosacy, and the applcation of military forces

zpaing: terronste and other armed threat groups.” said Capl. Rhvar Batzhar In & press brisfing on Wednesday, Jan. 18

Under the new security plan, the armed-wing of the Communist Pany which is the New People’s Army, the Morc National
Uiberation Front. and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front are now referrec i as "peace inclined groups” as all three ars
currently in talks with the government.

“Omian Kapavapaan” will eventually replace the Internal Peace and Security Plan Bayanihan or known as "Oplan
Bayanitian "

Eaichar poinfed oul that AFP's now is aimed at the "IS!IS-inspired armead groups such as the Abu Sayyaf Group. and the
Waute group. Or August last vear. the army sent ae many as 1.00C soldiers to Jolo. Sulu t fight the ASG.

Fread: Army sends alite froops 1o Sulu to fight ASG
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In & separate interview. Joint Task Force Maribor comimander Brig. Gen. Gilberd Gapay said they will be supporting the

government's developmentai efforts by using their capabilfties 1 bring services to far flung areas.

Gapay also downplayad criticism against IPSP Bavanihian saving that these accusations of human rights violations were
‘mere propaganda.”

“The presence of the army in far flung areas end communities are for peace and developmeant. Thase areas are nol
frequented. others have not even seen their barangay capiams and other government agensies. Gapay.said..

“Being with pervasive development. we bring these agencies with us and provide them security. H's not militarization. #

just sc happens that there are security threats that's why our pariner agencies cannot reach them " he added.

But Pastor Jurie Jaime. of Excdus for Jusiice and Feace . who has facilitated dialogues for the release of
prisoners expressed daubts over the sincerity of the Armiy's new sacurity plan.

The Oplan Bayanihan as a counterinsurgency plan was patterned afier the United States Counter Insurgency Guide. If
Kapayapaan was only an ‘enhanced’ version, then it cannot give us true pgace,” Jaime fold DavacToday in 2 phons
interview,

Jaime maintained that human rights violations commitiec unaer the "Oplan Bayanihan” were real and were documentat
oy & voluminous dossier,

Read relaisd story: Sy Councl elis ASF ic iseve schioois berangey halls

“The documents gathered during fact finding missiom cannot be callet a8 simple propaganda. There have been
documented numbers of political deaths especialiv t of achviste ang human rights defenders who struggl c‘ agsins:

NG "O"UDUO!" and neolibera’ }')C}f j2s in gena fE nomIsl ol

“That i not counting incicente of encampmeant In schoois anc IF paranggay halis Those are violationg of the
Comprehensive Agreement on the Respec! for Humar g"z s ang ine internationa! Humanitanar law. Those violations
morn

cannot be st propagands because they were wel docameanied  saime saig.

hilr:/idavaotoday.com/main/poiitics/oplar-kanavapear-noe-mifi-mni-ag-as-neace-inzhneg-grogns/

www. dwdd.com.ph
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www.inquirer.net
Gov't, rebels smile through feuds in Rome peace talks

By: Kartos Maniupig - Correspondent / @kmaniupigihiG

Mincanal /08:3% PM January 19, 20
' b Wg ]

it VOLHTET

Communist Party of the Philippines faunder Jose Maria Sisor iright} and Foreign Affale Sacratan Perfecto

during the thirc round of peace 1allie hatwear Mz Pniilapine

governmeni and the communisi rebeals in Rome, ltaly, on Jan 18. 2017, (Photo contributad py Attv. Edre Olalia,

counse! of the communist negotiator National Democratic Froni of the Philippines)

Yasay Jr. {iefl) are seer naving & ooffae break d

ROME — The third round of 1aliis between the Philipping government and communist rabels opaned
hers Thursday (Manile Time. sar, 2. anc despite the challengss anc unresolved issuss. the aimosphere

remained warm and full of optimism,

The weight of the issues did nol stop governmeant peace panal chair and Labor Secretary Siivestre Belic 1l from

axchanging jokes with Nationa Democratic Front chiel negotialor Fide! Agcaol or. the issue of the

release of politica’ prisoner

Kz r~:del ie lookmc atme.’ E‘:Q{Ic saic in jﬂsL
“Watching you,” Agcaoili guickly rephied. which elicited laughter from those attending the opening ceremony.

The government delegation has 77 mambers, inciuding 10 iawmakers, while the NDF's was composed of 58

members,

Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr. was also present al the opening ceremony, wnich NDF chief poilitical
consuitant Jose Maria Sison recognized as & manifestation of the seriousness of Presiden: Rodrige Duterte in

the peace process.
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Belio admitieg thai it was & ieap of faith to resume the negotiations "which to many. afiz” aimost three decadss of

neace talks. seem t¢ be intraciable and more so. immovable to others

*Against this pessimism. however. we decided to come forward and tried anew the talk for peace. Resuming the

taiks we did. with only the sieady guiding hands of President Duterte for us ¢ hoid or a5 we venture on the

difficult-tasks of sensing-sach-otherand-understanding each-other's-fears-anc-dilemme-Boubly difficultwere the— o
g ¥

chalienges of uniearning war in order to wage peace,” bello saia.

Bello expressed his confidence in the capacity of both parties to discuss and make progress in the remaining
substantive agends — including sociv-economic reforms, political and constitutional reforme. and of ending

hostifities and dispositior: of forces

‘I am also hopeful we can maaningfully discuss the issues that persistently confront our negotiating {able, such
as prisoner release; the impiementation of the reconstructed JASIC list: the full operationatization of the Joint

Monitoring Committee of CARHRIHL: and the amnesty program.” Bellc said.

He added tha the governmen. through Duterie’s gudanse, has sontindel uimuring gy 1ooss for the forging of

a bilateral ceasefire agrezment in this round of talks

“Likewise. | am one with Presigant Duterte’s optirisr. that in this rounc of alks. we gre abie 1o finalize ang
aporove the joini ceasefire agreement. Towards these agende. the GIRF rGovernmen: of ine Repubiic of the
arag 1¢ exchangs ano discuss our drafts

Philippines) pane has come orap on saic agresmants.” Belle said.

But Ageaoili respondad that the release of 382 political prisoners "shouid not be sean as & mere confidence-
building measure’ espacialy i, zchisving e bilateral ceessfire agresment

"it i an obligation of the GRP under CARHRIHL. Neither should the polfical prisoners te treated as frump cards

o extract concessions from the NDFP,” Agcaoill said,

“We refterate the detarmination of our pane! to do everything necessary ¢ make these napotiations 2 success.

We owe it o the people.” Agcaoil said.

Belio andg Presidential Adviser or the Paace Process Jesus Durers aiso manifested the zame level of confidence

in the talks,

Dureza also extended the special Papal blassing for peace in the country. SFM
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www. interkaksyon.com

PH expresses hope as 3rd round of peace
talks between GRP and NDF resume in Rome

By: Agence France-Presse

January 19, 2017 8:20 PM

Sivestre Bello N {1} engaae: w peace tolic witn Prof. jose Miorie Sison. chie! ealiicol consuliont of the Nationo! Democrotic Front of

The goverpment’s chiel negoti
the Philinpings, m Osio. Korway i Bus August 2016 fite photo (Credit ndip.org!

Twest

interAksvon.com
The online news portal of TV5

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippines expressed hope Thursday of securing & permeanent ceasefire deal with communist

rebels waging ane of 4siz’s longest insurgencies, as peace talks resumed in Italy.

The communists have been waging a "national democratic revoiution” since 196€ to overthrow a capitalist system that

has created one of Asia's biggest rich-poor divides and claimed 30,000 lives, according to the military.
A new round of negotiations begarn in Rome on Thursday, with the government’s chief negotiator Silvestre Bello I}
saying longstanding contentious issues could be "hurdied"™.

" am one with President (Rodrigo) Duterte's optimism that in this round of talks, we are able to finalize and approve the

"'""'"'jdint“ﬁe‘{‘-j'se'ﬁ?‘e“'a"'g"r’eerﬁ"@?ft’;"”Be‘fiﬁ"'SB'id‘ST'ThE“DDeniﬁg'OfThe talks, - s

"There are reasons to hope we can hurdie the task.”
Duterte, 71, said it was his “dream" to secure & iasting peace deal within his six-year term.

After assuming office in june last year, the self-styled socialist launched the peace process and appointed three
communists te his cabinet.

Both sides agreed to 8 temporary ceasefire during talks in Osio, Norway last August.

The government said then it was aiming for a final peace deal within 12 months.

However, the communists said this week they would need at least two more years after negotiators agreed on a series

of economic and political reforms before even beginning “serious discussions” on a final peace pact.
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On Wednesday. the communists' chief negotiator Fidel Agcacili refterated the rebels’ demand that nearly 400 jailed
guerilias be released.

Duterte last year released 18 top leaders to kickstart the peace process but had refused to free the rest, calling them his
"aces" in a "poker game",

"The broken promises on the release of political prisoners have made the extension of the {communist) unilateral

psssefirenntend s Ag'C'H'O'iH' BEid
tn the week-long talks in Rome, negotiators will discuss some of the toughest and most complicated issues mvolving

political, economic and constitutional reforms at the heart of the communists' grievances.

Despite the obstacles, the communists understand their best chance for securing most of their goais is during the
presidency of Duterte, who has pivoted his nation's foreign policy away from the United States towards China.

The foliowing are the opening statements of both panels in their respective websites:
e Silvestre Bello 1 for the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process: )

https:fpeace aov. ph/2017/01/onening-statemeant-arg-panai-chair-silvastre-bello-iii- 3rd-round-talks-arp-ndi-

roms-itahy’
« Prof. Jose Wiarle Sison for the National Democratic Front of the Philippines:

httnsAwww ndfe org/statementi-onening-caremonies-third-round-talks-roms’
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