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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
Department of Sclence and Technology
Philippine Atmospheric; Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
Weather Division
80 8001:2008 Certified
Registry No. D1 100 1534769

24- HOUR PUBLIC WEATH T
ISSUED AT: 5:00 PM 24 JANUARY; 207
VALID BEGINNING: 5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PMTOMORROW. ...

SYNOPSIS: NORTHEAST MOP%iSOON AFFECTING LUZON.

FORECAST: CLOUDY SKIES WITH LIGHT TO MODERATE RAINS AND
ISOLATED THUNDERSTORMS IS EXPECTED OVER THE REGIONS OF |t
EASTERN VISAYAS, CARAGA AND DAVAO, CLOUDY SKIES WITH LIGHT [f
RAINS WILL PREVAIL OVER CAGAYAN VALLEY AND BICOL REGION, |

| PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH ISOLATED LIGHT RAINS WILL | p
BE EXPERIENGED OVER METRO MANILA AND THE REST OF LUZON. EN,
PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY WITH ISOLATED RAINSHOWERS OR ||™iy
THUNDERSTORMS WILL PEVAIL OVER THE REST OF VISAYAS AND OF | ['¢
MINDANAO.

MODERATE rm STRONG WINDS BLOWING FROM THE| |
NORTHEAST WILL PREVAIL OVER THE ENTIRE ARCHIPELAGO|"
WITH MODERATE TO ROUGH ;sr—:zxs.

PAGTAYA: MAULAF NA KALANGITAM NA MAY MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG MGA PAG-ULAN AT PULU-PULONG

i

PAGKIDLAT-PAGKLILOG ANG INAASAHAN SA MGA REHIYON NG SILANGANG KABISAYAAN, CARAGA AT DAVAD. MAULAP
NA KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHINANG MGA PAG-ULAN ANG HRAL SA CAGAYAN VALLEY AT KABIKULAN. BAHAGYANG
MAULAP HANGGEANG SA MAULAP’ NA KALANGITAN NA MAY PULU-PULONG MAMHIHINANG MGA PAG-ULAN ANG
MARARANASAN SA KAMAYNILAAN| AT SA NALALABING BAHAGI NG LUZON. BAHAGYANG MAULAP HANGGANG SA
MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY FULU-PULONG MGA PAG-ULAN O PAGKIDLAT-FAGKULOG AND HRAL SA NALALABING
BAHAGI NG KABISAYAAN AT NG MINDANAO, _
KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MALAKAS NA HANGIN MULA SA HILAGANG-SILANGAN ANG HRAL SA BUONG

KAPULUAN NA MAY KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MAALONG KARAGATAN.

EXTREMES OF TEMPERATURE AND RELATIVE RUMIDITY FOR THE 24-HR PERIOD ENDING AT 4:00 PY TODAY AND RECORDED AT
PAGASA WIEATHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, DILIMAN, QUEZON CITY:

P

MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE: RAXIMUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY: |
B0 PM TODAY ... e : Ce el B0 AMTODAY B Y

MINIMUY TEMPERATURE: MINIIUM RELATIVE KUMIDITY:

6:00 AM TODAY ........... 20.5 G 1:50 PM TODAY ... 50 %

TIDAL PREDICTION ALONG MANILA BAY ASTRONOMICAL INFORMATION
(COURTESY OF NARMIRIA) OVER METRO MANILA

HIGH TIDE TODAY: ) MOONRISE/ MOONSET

538 PM ........... 0.66 METER SUNSET! SUNRISE EILLUMINATION
LOW THXE FOMORROW: BUNSEY TODAY: MOONRISE TOMORROW:

2:07 AM ........... 0.25 METER 5:50 PM 1:27 AM
HIGH TIDE TOMORROW: SUNRISE TOMORROW: Tmocwssr TOMORROW:

5:22AM .......... 0.27T METER 6:25 AM 1:18 PM
LOW TIDE TOMORROW: SUNSET TOMORROW: ILLUBMINATION TOMORROW:

9:33AM ........... 0.23 METER B:50 PM %
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND QUERIES, [Pl EASE CALL AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 9271335 OR LOG ON TO WWWW.PAGASA.DOST GOV.PH,

“""( N

PREPARED BY: ngc CHECKED BY: {GFI’-’
MTracking the sky. . helpng fhe country” e N ___ -

Tel Fawt: « 83302371541

WEFC BIR Read Diliman, Quezon City
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Republic of the Philippines
Deparmment of Science and Technology
PHILIPPINE ATMOSPFHERIC, GEOPHVYSICAL AND
ASTRONOMICAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (PAGASA)
Wezther Division
185G 9001:200% Certified
Regisry No. 81 10 1534769

~ 24.Hour Weather Forecast and Extended Weather Outlook for Selected Cities:

ISSCED AT : 5:00 PM 21 JANUARY 28317

VALID BEGINNING : 5:80 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:0¢ PM TOMORROW
24-Hr Weather, Winds and Sez Condition Farecast Extended Weather Qutlook
CITIES From S PM mcay untii § PM tomorrey Dieration: 5 P wntil 3 PM of the falioving day
Z1 34N 23 IAN 24 AN A5 AN
O S __‘_:“‘.......... e g e N . :‘@h gy 1@3—— e ".f:‘ 5 22 E‘C. .
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NASHINGTON=The
148 Fedcted with cautiontat US
bresident Donald Trump's inaw-
gural -speech, -where ‘he - pro-
mised an “America first” policy
piit-appeared-to. offer-no.s
cifics about his country's place
ihtheworld. -+~ &
o Thére s was". trepidation
in China and Japan, sorrow

cow:and disa
ritain, amons

“eThebillion

first presidenit who had neve

tary rank-—prornised .to. stif a
new national pride” and pro
tect America from the “ravages
‘of countries he says ha
USjobs. L
““This . American
stops right here,” Trump de-
clared. In a warning to the
world, he -said, “From this
day forward, a new vision will
.govern our land. From this mo:
‘merit o, it's going to be Ametl-
TSt e s
" Here are some of the global
responses to Friday's historic
event: G o

_ " Mexico _
Perhaps no -country was
“watching the speech more

- “closety than Mexlco, Trump has.

and-anger in Mexico,. cdtk-.

and reality television star—the-

‘held political office or high mili=

stolén

H : .
carnage .

world -

. Réb Porter, s
- ~REUTERS

E US_P 25|
‘l_g_ﬁs hisfirste

3

_ spe'éch wé just heard.”

ade disparaging’ - remarks .

about immigrants who come to
“the US illegally and sought to
pressure companies not to set
" up shop in Mexico by threaten-
ing a border tariff on goods
manufactured there and ex-
ported to the US.

So Trump's talk of “pro-
tect{ing) our borders,” “America
first” and “buy American and
hire. American” had particular

tesopance in-America’s south-
-ernneighbor... o
Ricarde Anaya - (ortes)

president of the conseivative
opposition National Action
party, called for “the unity
of all Mexicans, unity in
the face of this protectionist,
demagogic and protectionist

0O W

The US is Mexico's largest
commertcial partner, buying
some 8o percent of its $532 bil-

lion ifijexports in 2015. It-is the
‘secondLlargest matket for US

exports. ,

“at|least the word ‘Mexico'
was not heard in the speech.
Nevertheless, one can expect
the United States to launch a
hyperprotectionist project,”
said Han Semo Groman, a re-
searcher at Iberoamericana
University.

If [Trump truly moves to
block | or drive away US
inves

commercial efforts on other
countries.

Mexican President Enrigue
pefia | Nieto said his govern-
ment| would “establish a re-
spectful” dialogue with Wash-
'mgtoP, but stressed that “na-

on [&Trump;ﬂmk_g
xecuitive orders at the Oval Officein

-Chinese-state-run-national-

ent in Mexico, Semo
gaid -Mexico should focus its .

_tionpal interest and the protec:
tion of Mexicans” remained top :

priorities going forward.
.+ China

ist tabloid, the Global Tifmes,
said the speech indicated that

the US and China would in-
evitably face trade tensions.Ina "

commentary on Saturday fol-
lowing Trump's inauguration, it
said “dramatic changes” lay
ahead for the US and the global
economic order.

“Undoubtedly, the Trump
administration will be igniting

“many ‘fires’ on its fromt door.: .
Lo At the ‘Telegraph: building

and around the world. Let's wait
and see when it will be China’s
turn,” it said.
The paper noted that Trump
blamed foreign trade policies
for failing to put “America
first,” and said trade tensions

seemed “inevitable within the

dby -Vice-?.rgsnde'ht:M;_ké_.éericé.ar_id S
the White House

taff s
'F_r_i aya

four 'yearé ahead.”
it sald it expected that the
Trimp administration, in seek-
-ihg to bring factories back to the

U8 from China, wilt use the US
“government’s wrelations - with

“Faiwan as “merely a bargaining
chip for them to put trade pres-
sure on China.”

Domestic broadcasters were

- barred from screening Trump's

" ihaugural ;'speech [lve, with

authorities perhaps fearful
it might contain more attacks
‘on the country’s Comimunist
party leaders.

--Ruassia -

not far from the Kremlin, a
group of natiohalist activists pat
on a party to celebrate the victo-
ry of the man who has come 0
be seen as the Kremlin's candi-
date, with champagne and tradi-
“tional Russian pies for guests.

sl I E LI FULLIL AL FInes = idl dUt pavpe.army i dugmatl.com - lel o, (G2 B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

. d
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- jounalists,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF

Jation'was ._
. While-there was no ‘doubt
- that the Russian political estab-
" lishrent aré’ cautiously opti-

. However, there were more

e1aﬁt the party than
genuine Trfirap enthusiasts and
thete was:d s '

alittle artificial

OEFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIL AFF

* mistic about relations under
odern Russia 15 &

Trump,
largely apoplitical country, and

there was; little sense of gen-

uihe excifement among ordi-

" nary Russians.

 shareof th

. “we'are ready to do our
work in'order toim-
elationship,” ‘Prime

Minister

wrote ofi Facebook on Friday.
' The Aitny of Russia shops in
central Mdscow offered all Amer-
icans 10 percent off merchandise
on inauﬁration day, while the

occasional restaurant offered a
Trump buxger or other gimmick.
While there were coatinued
denials about Russian meddling
in the election, there was also a

pride ifi Riissia’s central place in
- the "dialq'g'u'e.' Ome man woté'a

T-shirt with “You've been

hackét__i’f__jnscribed onit.

o japan
In Tokyo, residents
pressed Worries that the “Amer-

‘ica first!| policy would usher in

‘restof té;e world.

as the
“ and renegotiation of North

- ment
~ negative impact on the global

an era of populism and protec-
tionism |at the expense of the

Retitee Kuainobu . luoue,

- who lived in the US in the 19905,
s Eoncetied about: trade- fric--

tions between Japan and the Us
citing ’I‘iump’s decision to with-
draw frpm the 12-naiion Trans-
Pacific Partnership.
Protectionist policies such
withdrawal from TPP

American Free Trade Agree
(Nafta) will have &

econoffiy . including Japan's,
added Akio Mimura, head of the

i Japan _Chamber of Commerce

and Ingustry.

Japhnese Prime Minister
Shinzd Abe stressed the impor-
tance bf the Asia-Pacific region
as a seurce of growth but alse
tensions.
© 4 the 21st century, while

“jubi-
" ng moré severe, he said in his

Dmitry Medvedév

ex-="

the Asia-Pacific region is the
source of the global economic
growth, the security enviren-
ment:of the region is becom-

Message.. o .

! pride

-1 B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

- Others LR
pakistan expressed concern:

allegedly harboring militant in-
surgents while Scuth Korea said:
it was worried that Washington,
would ask it to shoulder a bigger
share of expenses in US forces
onitsland as'a deterrent-against.

~the reclusive:North.

 Many " were disappc’ﬁn't'e'd:
that Trump  did not mienton

_Afghanistan, with some warn-

ing that if the US stopped help-
ing Kabulit would again fall into
the hands of terrorists.
Austratians found Trump's
speech “very divisive,” with The
Australian newspaper's Foreign
Editor Greg Sheridan writing:
“Triump answered one big ques-

tion with- hi_S'_.inauguratiQ_rx ad-
“dressy There is'to be no-transi- -
tion from campaign Tramp to

presidential Trump.”

“and- his -inauguration:. ad-
dress made it clear that he'in-
tends Lo govern just as he cam-

paigned, taking swings at his -

opponents, extolling his pop-
ulist mantras, speaking in the
glightly weird argot of contem-
porary down market celebrity,”
he added. ‘

Germany sald it was prepat-

tng Lo shift.its economic strate-

gy toward Asia should the new
US administration start a trade
war with China, with vice chan-
cellor Sigmar Gabriel warning
of a “yough ride” hours after
Trump was sworn in

And Brivish Prime Minister
Theresa May dirt net send wish-
es to Trump before his swearing
in, but opposition leader jeremy
Corbyn urged him to put the
“misogyny and the- racisii’ of
his presidential campaign ‘be-
hind him.

Liberal. Democrat leadet,
Tim Farron, branded Trump’s
trip to the presidency “the most
divisive, vulgar abd illikeral
presidential campaign in mem-
O1Y.” ~REPORTS FROM AF AND REUTERS

LIRS - Bimail add: oacpa.army2012@gmall.com - Telne., (02) 84
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By EMMANUEL TUPAS »

Phﬂlppme National I’ohce (PNP)

‘chief Director Gerneral Ronaid delaRosa

- is willifg to give up his post 1f I’resr.dent

_' Duterte wﬂi ask him to do 50

" 'DelaRosa issued the statemept yesterdav
_amzd caﬂs for. his resignation following the
' Korean buemes mat Jee Ik
jartersat Gaiip Crame::
Presidente; ‘ababa akg (1f

“at Camp Karingal..-
“Dela Rosa said he WOuld pe{rsonallv ask’

'the Presideit if he was no lonﬁel satisfied
.w1th his performance. .

" Hesaid theie was noneed: fox himto sube--

: rmt a resignation lettet. “There isno rieed for
such formality. I will ;ust talk tb hlm," Dela

“Rosasaid. = -

. On Friday, Speaker Pantale n Alvarez, a
staunch ally of Duterte, said the PNP chief
should vacate his post to spare the President

- from further embarrassment.

Cails for Dela Rosa’s res1gnat{on circulated

Toh social media after he was spotted watch-

“ing the Bryan Adams concert at the Ara-
neta Cohs*eum on Thursday night amid the

“the Quezon C]%y -I’ohce Dls’{rict hea.dqu.érters -

- Turnto Page8 .

1
i
H
i

controversy that rocked the
PNP.

Deta Rosa said %]\]'ppﬂ“l}:, the
concert would nol bring back
the Korean's life.

“The victim had been killed.
Wil the Korean come back to

life if I decided not o watch |

the concert?” he said dmmg
the premiers night of a movie
dudicated 1o the Special Ac-

___llf‘ﬂ rf‘l(("’ commandeos V\'h()

were Lilled in Mamasapanao,
Maguindanae in 2015,
He added that what = im-

portant s that the case has
Ppovn solved with the arrest of

' From Page 1
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ing is being directed to me

‘Sta. Isabel.
< What do they want me to

do? For me to commit hgra

kiri? I would take my own life

te make them happy?” Dela
- Rosa said.

“But hara kirt would hrt, .

- Maybe if he goes with me,

- those who said that I should

- resign, let’s do it together,” he
added. |
When asked if his state-
ment was in reply to Alvarez
and other critics’ call for him
to quit, Dela Rosa said, “Yes. I
will accommodate them.”
“T don't know why the kill-

levels of command butstillI'm
not avoiding it because I'm the
top PNP official,” he said.
Three police officers have
been linked to the kidnapping
and murder of Jee.
Sentor Police Officer 3

Ricky Sta. Jsabelis considered..

the prime suspect as he alleg-
edlv strangled Jee at Camp
Crame,

Sta. lsabel taggoed his team
leader at the PNP Anti-lilegal
Drug Group, Supt. Rafael
Dumlao 11, as the one whao
ordered him to bring Jee’s
remains to a funeral parlor in
Caloocan City.

personaliy, . We have several ..

Dela Rosa p]ac.ed Durmnlac
under restrictive custody and

reassigned him to the Head-
quarters Support Service on
Friday. e

The third policeman, Se-
nior Police Officer 4 Roy Vil-
legas, is also in the custody
of the I'NP. ' '

. The PNP took custody of

Sta. Isabel froth the National
Bureau of Investigation after
a warrant for his arrest was
issued by the Angeles City
Regional Trial Court Branch
58 for kidnapping for ransom
wilh homicide.

Dela Rosa, based on the
information that he received,
said Sta. Isabel threatened to

pull down with him all the

police officials invelved inJee’s
killing.

“He was threatening Dum-
lao and his fellow officers,”

Dela Rosa paid.

“He is trying to make it ap-
pear that hp is the Jeast guilty,”
he added.

o Initeriorjand Local Govern-
- ment Secrgtary Ismael Sueno

said heads would roll as a
resull of Jee's killing.

Sueno v%swvd that all police-
men involved in the murdor
wotld be Ae]d accountable for
the crime.

Birthday wish
The PNP chief said he has

one wish for his birthday - that
all rogue policemen would
reform,

“My wish is for the Lord fo
clear the minds of these police-
men involved in syndicates,”
Dela Rosa said.

He turned 55 vesterday.

Dela Rosa expressed hope

that police-officers involved

in drug deals and other illegal
activities would moend their
ways,

“I hope the Lerd vould
recomsiruct their braing,” he
sand.

Mrela Rosa said the contro-
versy would nol deter him
from leading the government’s -
war on drugs. :
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Brig Gen. Arnel dela Vega is the new commander of the . :
6th Infantry Division {ID) based in Maguindanac. = 0 8

Dela Vega replaced Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez who was ~

* named chief of the Western Mindanao Command. o

The|change of command ceremony was presided by Army ..

“chiefLit: Gen, Glorioso Miranda at Camp. Siongeo on Thurs-.. .
dayiod . . o N N AU 0 e

Dela Vega is a former commandant of the General Staff
College of the Armed Forces of the Philippines. He served.

* as cothmander of the 603rd Infantry Brigade, a unitof = .
the 6th 1D, before he was named assistant division com=
mander. ' - : :

He'was also a former commander of Task Force Sulu based

- — Michae! Punongbayan, John Unson

inJolo.
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27 arrested armed men
indicted in Marawi City

" powered firearms including an M-60 ma.
chifie gun; a Barret

rrested by government troops at a several handguns,_. he

: 'mihtary'check point " two days ago were " . “The firearms 4 were turned over‘to the-'-": _
- indictéd before the city proseeutor s efﬁeer : Phxhppme National Police for:ballistics -
' ;on Thursday. =" tests, while the suspects were breught to

2 Col. T osehte Pastrana head of the : the city police office, which subjected the
_ -jArmys 65th Intantry Battahen said his ..suspects to mquest at:the prosecutors’ ef- :
- men collared the 27 suspécts aboard four - fice Thursday. - - S8 Y
. vehieles whilé in possession of assorfed - Pastrana sazd inodin adrmitted gath—f-_ :
~high: powered firearmson the horder of . 'ermghls men for a travelto Lanao del Norte
‘Barangays Matampay and Mxpaga here  to rescite his daughter, who wag aIiegedly_"_'
-_en Tuesday kidnapped by a rebel commander in Lanao

He said that the soldiers collared the - del Norte. : o
suspects after recemng mformatmn from
Lconcerned: cihzen_ .

. Moro Nation leeratmn ant {MNLF) - they were indeed MN] :
: -_'Pastrana said, sociated with terror groups Iike the Maute
Sezzed frnm the suspects were high- - group.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
!

1




Army Visign: By 2028, @ world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

/b January 2017

BYJovEE MARIEN. pELA CRUZ ¢ RENE Acosta

TVHE leader of the House of 1
* Representatives has assured the_ -
< public that President Duterte o

will not push through with his recent

pronouncement that he wﬂl declare
martial law.

PRESIDENT buterte hows after delivering his first State of the Natttm Address onJqu 25,2016,

as Speaker antaleon D, Atvarez applauds. Alvarez assured.the public that Duterte will not puash -
through with his recent pronouncement that he will declard martial law. “ know Him personal!y,
and sincerely helieve he will not dedare martial law,” he said. suLuT ManoLEzAe

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: nacpa.amy2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-8555Local; 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the pecple. Securing the land.

0




Ay \ision By 2026 & wenld-ciass Army that is & sowce o naliona! price

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com -

~Speaker-  pantalédn D, Alva-

in Chief was forced to reissue his

rez, an administration ally, issued

the assurance after Duterte, for
the second time in a span of six
months, said he will declare mar-
tial law if the drug situationin the
_country worsens. . ... e

Cooi know| him personally, and I

- gincerely believ
“shartial lawAlvarez said. -

. Article VI, Section 18 of. the ..

1987 Constitution has laid down
ery - strict, requirements before
raartial law|can be dectared by the
" presidenit, The provisiOn""is clear:

Martial iaw} can only be declared in

cages of invasion ot rebellion, and

only when public safety demands.
Moreover, Alvarez said Duterte,
ac a lawyer, is well aware of the legal
requireme t5, as well as limitations,
- regarding ;Lch a declaration.
“That is why, | believe all the
: .ap’prehension about the prospect

of declaration of martial law is

~largely unfounded,” Alvarez'_added.
' Exasperaged _
NATIONAL Police chief Director
General Rinnald M. de la Rosa said
he believed that the Commander

¢ he will not declare

[y

'"stét'éiﬁeﬁf“’"'ﬁb‘éi}:’t"’“"“marﬁé}c-wrlaw Ep

Tel po. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

exasperation over the prevailing

_crime and security situation; high-

lighted by the illegal-drugs prob-
Jem and the plague of terrorism in

' _Ethe South: .

gy all means, we will s_ﬂp.pott

; ti’.i'ﬁ Presidentif he declares martial
law. Solongasti aii the chief of the-
“pNPp, I will do averythiihg sothatit

will not be abused,” dela Rosa said
in a news briefing earlier this week.

R "Hé._-{Dgtette} said it-becairse
 of frustration, appare_nﬂy}}'ecé;ﬁse -
© of the situation—in anger==but 1

doubt if he would do it. But if ever
he will do that option, that option
is left to the Chief Executive, and
we will support him,” the top police
officer added.

Clapping

AT Camp Aguinaldo, reactions

- froiti soldiers, however; e R

“f'ot ‘them do the "dappmg;

* lét them have the Hinelight, and. .

we will silently work doing our
fair share,” one senior officet said,
yeferring to dela Rosa’s readily

CONTINUED ON Az
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available offer of support to the
iron-fisted rule and the military’y
ongoing campaign against terrord
igm in Mindanao.

As Druterte has declared, if hd
has to put the country under mar
tial rule, terrorism-——or the activi
tiez perpetrated by the different
terror groups like the Maute, Abu
Sayvvafl Group (ASG), Ansar al Khila]
fa Philippines and the Bangsamorg
Islamic Freedom Fighters—and thg
need to decimate these groups have
to be the primary reasons.

The President has brought ?hs
issue of martial law as a stronger
or the toughest measure in dealing
with tevrorism, first, even before thd
brombing in Davao City in September
last vear, which killed 15 people and
wounded at least 70 others,

Dhaterte had talked about the
harsh enforcement of the law i

© response to the successive behead)
fings of twe Canadian kidnap vicy
tims by the ASG.

Presicential prerogative
PUTTING the country under
martial Jaw is purely a decicio
ol the Lxecutive department, the
military helieved, and as an insti;
tution directly under and led by
ne less than the Commander ir
Chief, it will follow.

“It’s a political decision,” mili
tary spokesman Brig, Gen, Resth
tute C. Padilla said early this week

"He iDuterte] also mentioned
that if he peeds and if he has to, he

may recourse [for] an action i or-

~derto-saveor help our country. 5o

it iz a decision that will be entirely
by our political leader based on the
route of Information and the cir-
cumstances thal he will face. So we
cannot Jszcondl guess him and we
cannot know swhatever it is that he
may have right now that we may
not even know,” he added.

Pressed further and even on
their  recomnmendation, Padilla
stuck to their line that the declara-
tion of martial law is =olely a politi-
cal decision, but added, "right now,
we are not recommending any kind
of military martial rule, if you may
call it that”

"Right now, we are able to op-
evate aud cateh 21} the people who
have been perpetrating violence,
and we are vperating within the
bounds of law. S currently, we
are able to accomplish our mission
without the mmpiemu' of needing
to have any lind of special rule ap-
plied,” Lie added,

Consistent

THE House Spraker zaid he be-
lieves the recent pronouncement
of Duterte ou !‘5.\*‘.;v.:"':ibls decla
ration of martial law is consistent
with the Chief Executive’s style
ol 19s5umy dramatic statements 1o
stress his message,

“That statement merely shows
President Nuterte’s resolve to end
the scourge of illepal drags in the
country. Alvarer said.

He added ihat even if his cri-
ice take the President seriousiv, it

¢

is far-fetcﬁed for him to declare

—..martial law, because the adminis-.

tration is clearly gaining headway
in its war against illegal drugs.
“Alam mo nagtataka tolaga
ako hakit gustong-gusto nating pag-
ugapan yung martial law. Gustg bo
talaga natin ng martial law? Kasi
se tingin ko noman ‘yung statement
nung Presidente, ang liwa-liwanap
namar: . Parang kenta lang yar
If a picture paints a thousand
words...na imposibleng mangyari,
malayong mangyari. So huwag na
nating pag-usapan. Unless interesa-
do tayong magkaroon ng martial law,
di pag-usapan natin,” he said.
“Sinabi niyang if, 'di ba? Maybe
it was done out of frustration. "Yung
peg, if kast endaming ano, malayo pang
mangyart yan, eh” he added.

Preconditions

FOR his part, party-list Rep. Toma-
sito 8. Villarin of Akbayan, a mem-
ber of the minority bloc, asked
Duterte. to stop issuing threats
about declaring martial law.

"It would not help the public to
see through his policies. The police
are saving they have beer cuccens
ful in the war against drugs, {sol
what drives him to repeatedly raise
that threat?” Villarin said.

Under the Constitution, within
48 hours from the prodamation of
martial law or the suspension of the
privilepe of the writ of habeas corpus,
the President shall subinit a report in
person or in writing to Congress.

Congress, voting jointly, by a
vote of al feast a majority of all its
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PRESIDENT Duterte sabutes the troops with Armed
Forces Chief Gen, Ricardo R, Visaya before boarding
his flight for a three-day official visit to Japar at the
Ninoy Aquing International Rirportin Pasay (;ity on

October 25, 2016, AP/BULLIT MARQUE? L

members in regular or special ses-
sion, may revoke such proclama-

tion or suspension, which revoca-|

tion shall not be set aside by the
President. Upen the initiative of
the President, Congress may, in the
same manner, extend such procla-
mation or suspension for & period
to be determined by Congress, if
the invasion or rebellion shall per-
sist and public safety requires it.
Congress, if net in session,
shall, within 24 hours following
such proclamation or suspension,

convene in accordance with its
rules without any need of a call.
The Supreme Court may re-
view, in an appropriate proceeding
fAled by any citizen, the sufficiency
of the factual basis of the procla-
mation of martial law or the sus
pension of the privilege of the writ
or the extension thereof, and must
promulpgate itz decision thereon
within 30 days from its filing.

Review

MEANWHILE, Deputy Speaker

and Natibnal Unity Party Rep.

Predenil H. Castro of Capizassured
the public that Congress will exer-
cise its power to review the decia-
ration of martial law.

“The President was right when
he said no cne can stop him from
declaring martial law anytime he
wishes to declare it. But the dec-
Jaration on martial law will be
reviewed thoroughly by Congress
to find out if such declaration has
basis and is in accordance with the
Constitution,” Castro said.
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« PRESIDENT Duterte gestures with a fist bump, as
. he poses with Philippine troaps during his visit

to the Phifippine Army’s Camp Mateo Capinpinin
- Tanay, Rizal, on August 24, 2016, suLLT marquEzZP
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0J working for transfer of Mamasapano

v |

case to Manila

By EVELYN MACAIRAN

T Five days before the second anfitversary of
the Marnasapano massacre, the Department of

* Tustice (DOJ) is working for the transfer of the

rase from Cotabato to Manila, Justice Secretary -
Vitaliano Aguirre Il said yesterday. o
Aguirre explained the DOJ filed the request
for a change of venue “for the security of the
witnesses and the possibility that the court
might be subject to pressure” in deciding the
complex crime of direct assault with murder
lagainst 88 respondents from the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) and Bangsamoro
Istamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).

The Cotabato courl has not yet decided
if there is probable cause for the issuance
of warrants of arrest, o _

- In December 2016, prosecutors wete i
~lasked to submit additional evidence,
including birth certificates of the respon-
dents, in order to establish their identity.

“The problem was solved already. Cer-
tified copies of birth certificates have been |
submitted to the court,” Aguirre said.
| President Duterte earltier said that he

would like to know the truth behind the
‘| Mamasapano incident that led to the death.
of 44 members of the Philippine National
Police—SpeciaI Action Force (PNP-SAF).

On jan. 25, 2015, the PNP-SAF went to
Barangay Tukanalipao in Mamasapano,
Maguindanao Lo capture or kill Malaysian
terrorist and bomb-maker Zulkifli Bin
Hir, alias Marwan, and other terrorists
hiding in the remote area. '

After the PNP-SAF killed Matwan,
they were attacked by the MILF and BIFF
members despite the ongoing peace talks
between the government and MILE

Military support withheld
due to peace talks

A retired senior military official admit- :
ted yesterday that while the PNP-SAF ;
were under attack by the MILF and BIFF
in Tukanalipao, the much-needed mili- ~
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIf tary support was withheld so as not to  #heom-Telno. (02) 245-9555 Local: 5285, 5293
jeopardize the ongoing peace talks. scuring the fand.

The retired military official was com-
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-menting on Duterte’s question as o Why the

"SAF troopers did not get close-air support or
 immediate military reinforcement at the height
- of the fighting, .~ - 1 . :

- "Had attack helicopters or Air Force planes
been deployed to provide éiose-air support,
scores of MILF rebels as well as civilians could

“have died and this could Have resulted in the

. collapse of peace talks betweear the Aquitio gov- . -

- ermment and the MILE” the official explained. .

: mig

- have been avoided,”

- Had attack-helicopters rOVAQ-bombers
or the SF260 planes been deployed to just to
conduct persuasion flights, the carnage could
the official added.

He also claimed that former president
Benigno Aquino Il was in Zamboanga Cit
almost the whole day on Jan. 25, 2015 and
was monitoring the situation, ;.o . . .
on the ground in Barangay -
Tukanalipaoc: s -~ R

ol Ag conﬁnanderwin-chief, Aquing cou;lg
" have just ordered the deployment of air ass

by ntly withheld this ecause
i i%gzizﬁ t{Le peace talks,” the official said.

action because it

S ; . ioF op-
- | The official also said that inmany maj -
egra:{ions forwarded to him for clearance, Aqui

fo was very me

Timself in the planning,

ticulous and even invoived

— With Jaime Laude
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! .ang hderato ngAzmed Fore--

:.es of the Philippines (AFP)

; -4nuli upgng maghigay linaw

. -ng kapulisan laban sa Indo-
Zulkifi

nayansa plano i ?angu—
long Rodrigo Duterfe na
- muding buksan ang pag-
. timbestiga sa sablay na
:  anti-terrorist operation ng
“PNP “nha

©-bro ng Spema] Actaon
S Fotce (SAF)

L sipagresulta o8
5 gagkasam ng 44 miyem- -

: “ i ang ikalilinaw ng husto
- ng SAF-44 killing contro-

laban sa Moro Islamic

samore Islamic Freedom

P
5. Restituto” Padniia na
i maghlhmtay lamang sila sa

pormal ha abiso mula kay
Pangulong Duterte kung
muli silang makikibahagi sa

on
i Siviabi ni Padilla na kung

._1£;Fsagawang imbestiga-

agkarovn-kasi-nang-
ehigkuwentro sa mga .
“sumunod na pangyayari
- -hadumalo kimg ipapaiawag .
-Liberation Front at Bang-
- s pumalpak na dperasvon |
F!'ghtm s atiba pang arma- ..

versy ay: hakahanda s:ia tta

it kalbaryo naman ang si-
napit nila nang surakliolo
ang MILF at BIFT ai
magbuwis ng buhay ang
maraming SAF troopers.
Una nang pinaplano ni
Duterte na ipatawag ang
mga magulang at mayba-
hay ng 44 SAF troopers

rtatlo si Duterie
m gsasm @m@ahm&

.. wlagugunkanguapalay - ld
‘maf daw st Marwan gitba-

Napag—a]aman he hagt-
papasahan ng obligasyon
at - kapaipakan ang
kapulisan, mifitar at MILF
nang isihailalim ang mga
ito sa Congressional inqui-
ry ilang araw nang maga-
nap ang masaker moong

Eneto 25; 2(39__‘___‘_,1
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i ractvitl
- officialé said yesterday.
0 Defénde Secretary Delfin

Lotenzara said the country’s

 secutity forces, in close coordi-
nation with counterparts in the
Asia-Pacific region, are closely
monitoring the activities of
suspécted terrorists coming
. from the Middle East to thwart
. any of their terror plans.
28t thess th

~“cross border in nature, we:
. are éloseij} working with ouf "'g

counterparts in the Asia-Pacific
region to monitor and address
these threats,” Lorenzana said.
Lotenzana gave the assur-

- ancefollowing the warning of
~ Adniiral Harry Harris, com-
mander of the:United States

. Pacific "C'o'hqniéﬂ'dm'(USPA'"“

By JAIME LAUDE

return-to the country | COMJ, tiia_fj;hadﬁt fightin

~ of local Islamic militanits from
“thé Middle East who intend to
- contiriie with their terroristic:
-5 expected, security

" extremists are now headifig-
‘home to their respective couns:
- tries as they are steadily losin
‘ground i [raq and Syri :
i iArmedBotees of t

L piries (AFP) 'spéke'émaﬂ'jﬁfi
‘Cen. Restituto Padillasaid the

reats are - prioriti _ ..
threat posed by local tetrorist

alongside Islamic State-(1

B

military already knew of Har- -
ris” warning. -
“This looming threat is
not unkrown to us and is
continuously monitored. It is
also the reason why we have
rioritized -addressing:the.

roups-arid extremists; partic= -
ularly those that have openly
pledged their allegiance t015,
Padilla said. S
Padilla pointed.out the .
threat of terrorism is a fattet
that should be dealt with not:
only by security forces butby

‘the general public as welli C
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Three 'Indonesmn ﬁshe

were taken,” regional military

* 3___mmssm FISHERMEN MISSING; PIRACY EYED -

thppmes iast yeat, taking :

‘have gone missing in-waters off commander .. Major . General . several dozeti! hostages and at-._ o '
-the southern® _hppine_s,-Manﬂa . Carlito. Galvez -.told . Agence tackmg cargo ships S
*-gald on Saturday, an area that - France-Presse (AFP) - woisione C'Fhe spikein: abducﬁons; R

has:seen: repeated kidnappings

for ransom By islamzst militants.

. Authorities said the three

> 'Indonesians went missing on

Wednesday in waters bgrder-

ing- . the - Philippines .. and

. Malaysia but : the citeum-

stances of their dmappea’fance
were still unknowr.’ :

“They -are missing but we

" dot’t have confirmation yet on

© who took them and where they

“#Because of that, we do not

consider them kidnap victims :-

yet,” he said. Malaysia's Berna-
ma nhews agency reported that
the missing Indonesians’ boat

had been found crewless with :

its engine running.

The Philippine-based Is-

lamist militant group Abu
Sayyaf began  kidnapping
sailors in  waters between
Malaysia, Indonesia and the

' sparked Indonesian warnings
that the region’could-becomé.
the “next Somalia® and pushed’
the three heighbors to pledge

coordinated patrols.

The International Mantlme :
Bureau - said -thig:month:the -
rumber  of maritime kidnap-

pings hit 2 10-year high in 2015,
with waters off the southern
Philippines becotning increas-
ingly dangerous. —arp ¢
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The Mantla T

Cunes

z.'-'TIIREB Indonesmn ﬁshermen

“have gdne missing in waters

off the. southern Philippines,
. an area that has seen repeated
' k;duappmgs for ransom by
- Islamist militants.
- Authetities said the three
" Indonestans went missing on
‘Wedneésday in watets bordering
‘the Philippines and Malaysia but
‘the circimstances of their disap-

pearance were still unknown.
“They are missing but we

- don't hdve confirmation yet on

Swere iaken

who toqi{ them and whete they

_ commqnder Major General
- Cailito Galvez told AFP.

BecaUSe of that; we do not cop- :

sider them kidnap victims yet.”

- Maldysia’s Bernama news south
‘ern Philippine islands. Their

agency reported that the miss-

ing Indonesians' boat had been
found or ewless with its engine

runmng

The Philippine-based Islam-
ist milifant group Abu Sayyaf

regional military =
“with waters off the southern
- Philippines becoming i mcreas—
'_mgiy dangerous.

‘began kidnapping Sail'o'r_s"- m '

waters between Malay§ia, Tn-
donesia and the Philippines.
last year, taking several dozen
hostages and attack:ng cargo
ships.

The spike in abductlons
sparked Indonesian warnings
that the region could become
the “next Somalia” and ptighed:
the three neighbors to piedge*
coordinated patrols.

The International Mantime
Bureau said this month the
number of maritime kidnap-
pings hita10:year high'in'2016,"

~Abit Sayyaf are based on ré-
mote aiid mountainous séuth:

leaders pledge allegiance to
the Islamic State group, but

“analysts say tliey are Hote

focused on lucrative kidnap-
pings. AFP

J‘
i
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Sy 3ULMUNER I.JANNARAL -

HARIFF AGUAK Magumdanao, Mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines (AFP) and disaster response

. teams from Maguindanao and North Cota-

bato provinces|on Friday rescued 60 peo-

ple, among them pregnant women and

- children, who were trapped by rising flood
-Waters in-a road31de village.

““The floodwaters- :eac%hed the
national highway linking the
. provitces of Magumdaiao and
North Cotabato, particularly
between Datu Montawal town
in Maguindanao and Kabacan
of North Cotabato, submerging

~-houses and communitiés; -

‘Sorne 6,000 displaced families
. were forced to camp at the road-
| side with their valuables while
' helplessly watching their homes
~ being engulfed by floodwaters.
jovito Sacafuri of the North Co-
tabato Emergency Response Team
said they evacuated the residents
to safer grounds from théir houses
in Barangay Malabuaya,j Kabacan

as flood waters tose.” "

Myrha Jo Henry, spokesperson
of the Humanitarian Emergency
Action Response Team (HEART-
ARMM) said they rescued 10
families trapped by floodwaters at
Sitio Baytunina in Barangay Butig,
Datu-Montawal...

families in Datu Montawal
were moved to the sides of the
national highway in Barangay
Bulit and Pagagawan after the
water level rose to neck-high
oit Thursday night.
Badria Sulayman, a resident of
Maiabuaya in Kabacan, said it was
the ﬁrsi time she experienced such

" Henry said about 2 OOO

Thnes II page: _fT

B asuddennseofﬂoedWatersher?
She has been a resident of the' ™~

agricuftural town for several years.

“The water reached up io our
neck, luckily the soldiers and
men in prange uniforms atrived,”
Sulaymarn said, referring to the
rescue teaml,

Henry, speaking for HEART-
ARMM, said the floods affected
some 16,145 families in eight
municipalities of Lanao del Sur
and more than 8,000 families

“in two flood: prone areas in

Maguindanao.’

She said the floods affected sev- -

eral villages in two Maguindanao
towns - 11 in Datu Montawal with
2,658 affected families and four in
Pagalungan with 4,295 families.

...She:said :the Department of

Social Welfare atd Develapimeitt -
(DSWD-ARMM) has been con-
ducting relief operations and they -
are expecting more aid to come
into the stricken areas.

About 22,000 families in Magu-
indanao and Lanao del Sur have
been affected by floods brought
about by heavy rains since Monday.

The sudden rise of flood waters
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elderly evacuated from their submerged village as flood
. waters continue to l_'_i__se, reaching the national highway in
‘Barangay Bulit, Daty Mnntawa Magumdanao. HOT0

_: C%U?ﬁf%fﬁ ﬁ% H%A%%”& &'-MM‘

- was atirlbuted {0 heavy raigs in
Bukidnon causing the Pulangi
- tiver to overflow, flooding theflow-
lying communities.
" As observed in the past, flood
waters from North Cotabato,

: ﬁl % %: i«g gﬁi ﬁ?} Shawn aré some of the children and

Bukidnon, Davao del Sur, South
Cotabato and Sultan Kudarat
flow toward the heavily silted
Liguasan marshiand through the
Rio Crande de Mindanao before
-exmug 0 the Moro Guif

. Meanwhlie remdents near
the Malitubog and Maridagao
rivers in North Cotabato iwere
also warned and put on stanidby
for possible evacuation as flood
walets contlnued to nse‘
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DATU MONTAWAF,, Magumdanao
.~ Government forces and disaster
workers in Notth Cotabato and
- Maguindanao provinees o guday__
" night rescued about 60 persnns, -
“ineluding ‘minors, ‘womei- and
' pregnant mothers, aftex they were
trapped in a madsxde village as
: floodwaters eontimued to rise,
Floodwaters beside the naf;ton&] :
- highway linking Maguindarab and
. North- Cotabato, particularly
‘between Datu Montawal and
‘Kabacan; ‘reached the .main
highway, submerging c{jmmm}me‘;‘
near the Malitubog and Mar:dagao
rivers in North Cotabato. -
-~ “Displaced families, numhmmg-
“about 6,000, have sought refuje at

-the roadsuie with their va aables, .
‘walching, helplessly a8’ floed

intndated the
. “North ' Cotabato .d;saster'
workers:and: soirhets hauled
residents trapped in their houses
in Barangay Malabuaya, Kabacan
to safer grounds.

“The water suddenly rose,
“mahine ling man ang zi,lc:m
kakapon (rain wasn’t even hpavy
qatr tilat time),” saxd one 0f Lhe

affected residents.
Soldiers and resecue workers
from tha Office of Civil Defense in

‘the Auttonomous Regiari in Mushin: -
'Mindanao -(OCD-ARMM) - and -the
- Humanitarian - ‘Emergency Action .

- Response Team (HEART-ARMM) ;

meanwhile rescued frapped

* residents in Barangay Butig, Datu

Montawal, Maguindanao on Friday
night, accmdmg to Myrna Jo Hehry
of HEART-ARMM.

“About 10 families were rescued
from Sitic Bayiunina as of last

- hight," she said.

Badria Sulayman, a resident of
Malabuaya, Kabacan, said i was
the first time she experienced a
sudden rise in fleodwaters.

arrived,” 'she said in the vernacular,

“We rescued children, elders and
pregnan{ women, 7mbalzs ang pag-
akyal, "y tubig kasi (there was a
quick rise in floodwaters),” said
Jovito Saeafuri of the North
Cotabato Emergency Response
Team i

Resxdeﬁts végide the Mahtubog

_ﬂoodwaters continued to rise.. ...

=through-the Pul
ivers,” she said
in-the past:

“The ‘water reached as high as -
OUur: neaks¥ Lucky enough; the:
.- soldiers and menin crange uniform

Lwonkd

!
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Page: %

and Maridagao rivers were also
wlorted for posgible evacuation ag

No- casuafty has so"_ f.zr beeh
repolted 5

Resulenté smd S‘tartmg Thursdav win .

morning, the-Kabacan river swelled
and submerged low-lying areas in .. il
Kabacan town and in adjacent Datu oA
Montawal and Pagalungan in-
Maguindanao. :

The Pulangi River in Bukldnon hy
which feeds the Kabacan mer, also
overflowed Wednesdag.” L

“We .are thé: catch- basm nf i
floodwaters: here: Every time a-
heavy downpour eecurs fpsd
Bukidnon, communities ia !
Maguindanag ref,ewe the waters

=T

Fioodwaters from these rivers |
flow toward the Lignasan marshland
In mainiand Maguindanao before u
exiting to the Moro Guif via the Rio g
Grande de Mindanao, - o
Since the 200,000-hectare "

T
§

marshiand is heavily silted, floods -,
subzz;erga SE
“Communities surrounding it. - PNA

always ..

. . ] ' 5
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: i'the""Norweglan govesnmént

for theif strong commitment
to-pursue the peace talks:as

. the negotiations moves to- the
* more challenging and substan-

tial part.. -
« ‘Speaking at the openmg of

- ‘the thitd round of talks at the

Holiday Inn in Rome, Italy on
Thursday, faciiitator and Nor-

_wegian $pecial Envoy Elisabeth

Slattum said members of both

_“panels have shown great will-
“ingess; dedicationand equr-

_age to work for peace
' Philippines.’ - St

i pmos Based on the draf 5, ithe

o g1
“that both panels’are’ few.s,eps

OFFICED

.'.-lthe

Seeingthe draft documents of
the agenida.items, Slattum Sa;d
both panels are ambitious and
want a better future for the _hh-

n offtcial ig

closer 10 achieving the cofntiion
goal of just and lasting peace.

* Slattum cited few achieve-
ments of the peace talks. In
just a few months, she said; the
parties already made h;story
with each side’s declaration of a
unilateral ceasefire; the release
of 19 NDF consultants ithat
boost the peace talks: anq the
reaffirmation of the previous
agreements to accelerate a fmal
pedce agreement.

For the third found, Elat-
tum hoped both panels vxlou
reach.consensus on the spcm
economic, and political and

constitutional agenda iterps to

address the root causes of the 5o Serving the people. Se

conflict,

Mayot Herbert Bautista of Qite--

zon city attended the opening
ceremony of the third round
of formal talks as one of the
Philippine government panel
advisers and observers.

In his opening remarks, the
Philippine government Nego-
tiating Panel Chairperson and
Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello
11l acknowledged Bautista as
first among all government
panel advisers and observers.

o Letne also mention; Your .
- Bixcellencies, we have with us '

our-two -able advisers, itt ‘the

- person of Mayor Bautista and,

of course, another adviser...
[Angeles City] Mayor Ed Pa-
mintuan,” Bello said, address-
ing-Slattum and Norwegian

: ‘Afnbassadot to the thhpplnes
- Brik Forner. S
Appomted as advlser for lo-

cal government concerns last
August for his experience as
fong-time Quezen City execu-
tive, Bautista is also a national
security expert who was re-
cently promoted to Colonel
in the Reserve Command of
the Philippine Army. Bautista
is a member of the Philippine
government panel's Reciprocal
Working Committee on Socio-
Economic Reforms, the most

. substantive agenda in the peace

HEgOUaUOR‘i e
1 wishto contnbme to ad-
dressing the root causes of the
armed conflict in our country
and hope to bring local govern-
ment and community-based so-
hutions for the achievement of
a just.and lasting peace for the
Fll;pmo people, Bautlsta sald

Foraconunongaal_.

Amid unresolved issues on the

- releases and bilateraliceasefire, .

Slattuin’ urged them to jointly

golve problems and woik to:

gether for a commion goal.”
‘Slattum reminded both pan-

els that a peace process is nota

Zero sum game where_there is

“onewitier and one’loser

“A stccesstul peace process-
s when both paities come out: .

6n the winning side,” shesaid,

adding, however, that either
side may not be perfectly con-
tent of the outcomes because
some decisions they have to
make will not be pepular.

“Both sides make painful
consensus along the way. Bath
sides'need & great dedl of cour-
age,” she pointed out. "Much
is at stake for both parties,”
she said.

- Email add: oacpa.armyZ0i2@amail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-2555 Local: 5285, 5285
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This is why, Slattum said, 3‘
the peace process needs the P
patience, support and involve-
ment of the Filipino people. -

She said it is not easy.to:

negotiate peace; thus, most at-
' tempts failed miserably around
; the world. Most, she said, find
- it easier to continue with war
. tather than to continue working
and sacrificing for peace.~ -
- .- Slattum, however, noted that- L
: cessful, the reward is immeasur-
. able and for the long-term—the
winner is the Filipino people,
Norwegian Ambassador to
the Philippines Erik Fornet also :
looks fotward to a fruitful-and
constriictive talks in the third
reund. e
Forner emphasized the im-
portance of dialogue and
negotiations as esséntial parts
of the process even in circum- ]
‘stances of armed conflict and
- strong disagreement.” Norway,
he said; recognizes that stable -
and lasting peace require po-
litical processes and negoti-
ated selutions,
While overcoming differences
| and to make a lasting peace is
not easy as the conflict already
caused lives and human suffer-
~ings in-48-years-in the-Philip:
pines, Forner, said the commit-
ment demonstrated by both
panels to do more is already an
assurance that the peace process
will hove forward. © _
He said they are aware of
f! the differences to overcame
g within the next few days when
substantial items are pushed on
the table. But, he said, "we will
manage cur expectations, yet we
are rest assured that all of you
. will do your very best to move
the process forward,”
NEIL A. ALCOBER
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GRP MILF pane

y BN PR CE BT
,adfess of e ]if.df" panels of
the  Government of (he

Philippines (GRPy and the Moo
Islamic Liberation From (ALY

came togeiher o show their

. Bupport for pence and their

;- commitment for dovelopment in
CGamp Abubakay in Maguindanao

provinee.

Luznf i
raplure

ed an all-out-offengihve ta
the MILYF stronghold. This
prompsded mass evacustions of
civilians in the area,

Three monthe after, Camp
.f’\hulml,tar was capiured, forging
MILF forees to vetreal 1o a hase
in Bl

Marsh. Most of the struetyres in

ol neay the Ligaasan
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chairs set foot again in Camp Abubakar

Iﬂ ’M}H 3“’“{) hgs FOVOLTTBTE

alter davs of heavy artiliery
hombardment,

“This is very syntholic that‘
alter almost 17 vears after the
all-out war, both panels camie
together here o show theip

support for peace and their

commitment for rlm'elnpmen
Warld Bank representatjve

AR Abubakar were ercztmwd "

Mat thow ‘slpphﬂns safd fhmsw l%r

turnover of a P243million Lovel
IT Waler Svstent: 190 rargie.

dispersal livelilood mrojeet for

women: and the compistion
ceremony of 7 basic literaes
learners of the Allernafjve

Learning System (ALS) undor the e

Mindanao Trast Fund's {MTF)y

s eamps transformatxen program in =

i Camp ‘Abubakar. -

_'Panel for the Bangsamoro Paace
* Aceords chairpman Irene Santiago
also reminiseed that it was almost
17 years ago when she first set
foot in Camp Abubakar, along with
eight other woran peace advocates
to meet the late MILF chairman
Salamat’Hashim and try to
. persuaflethe MILF, as woll a5 the

-Batradas govemmem toiprevent:
the bloody all-out war in 2000 from -

happening,

“I think it was April, of course,
you will remember because you
were the most affected here,"
Santiago said.

“It was different then. We
-passed roads with big rocks, It was
nol yet cemented.”

In 2001 up to 2004, Santiago
became a member of the peace

.. panel negotiating with the MILF,

“I am not new with your

- strugdle, I have been with you since

; bantlago said’ as she'

E .'expressed her" joy -upen’ seeing .~
“many woimen graduating from the.
s 5. -ALS B8 :she has-been. organizing: -

Government Impismenimg-:'

Muslin women and serving Muslim
cominunities all over Mindanao
since 1977,

R is also the first time for MILF
Impiementing Panel chairman
Mohagher Igbal to set foot again in
Camg Abubakar sinee the 2000 war,

“This is my first time to come
here for almost 17 years, The last
tinte was on 24 April 2000 when

swe had g briefing with the late -

chairinan Salamat Hashim,” Iqbal
recalled.

The government implementing
panei chair further emphasized the
need ‘to transform former MILF
camps into normal, productive
communities,

“I have just asked a graduate
here gn what she wants te he and
she ahswered me she wants to be
a teadher, but when I asked again
if sheiwanted to become a lawyer
she ahswered me ‘yes',” Santiago
satd, gharing her conversation with

_’one of the womert ALS graduates

“That is the eason We came

‘here: to - give ‘you equat

the others: That is what Wé méar

by normal = to-dreamt-whit you

really want {o reach and not-to

think that it Is hard because you

are living in Moro communities.”

She urged the community rever
to fose hoepe, saying that if there_

i hope, there will be peacé.”
Igbal; for his part, called on: the

community t6 “take ownership” and
treasufe ‘the projects” because}'_
development needs intervention

from the people themselves, citing
verses form the Holy Quran: -

“Allah (SWT) does not change
the conditions of the peogle unless
they change what is in their
hearts... Man shall havé nothing
than what he strives for,”

“The government has been
helping so much, we cannot deny
that, but it cannot be complete if
we do not help ourselves,” he said.

As part of the confidence-

building measyres enumerated in-

opportunities to deeamas hlgh ast

"Transfmm&tmn,

Turn to poge 2

| chairs set foot againin Camp Abubakar

~thie Annex en Norma!maﬁmn of: thet
.Comprehensive Agreetment ofi the
“Bangsamoro-
‘ghverniment: and MILF agreed to”
“rundertake necessary measures for .
theé transformation” of ‘the six

(CAB), - the

previously acknowledged MILF
camps, namely: Camps Abubakar-
as-Siddique, Omar, Rajamuda,

_Badre, Bushra, and Bilal,

.The Joint Task Forces on Camps
... with
representatives from both the GRP

‘and MILF, coordinate and facmtatq 1w
development I}I‘Ogmms for i;_' ge |

cammps.
The MTF is a multi-donor grant
facilily established in 2005 to
consolidate - .internatfenal
development assistance for the
socic-econemic recovery of conflict-
affected communities in Mindanac,
- It funds programs and projects
that promote economic oppertunity,
provide access to basic services, and
build social cohesion to help create
stable and secure comumunities. The

facility i is admlmstered by hhe Worid
'_ Bank =

PHA
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