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WASHINGTON-~Hundreds of
thousands of women filled the
streets of major American
cities to lead an unprecedented
wave of international protests
against  President - Donald
Trump, mocking and denounc-
ing the new US leader the day
after his inauguration.
Women activists, outraged
" by Trump’s campaign rhetoric
and behavior they found to be
especially misogynistic, spear-
headed scores of marches in
the United Statés and sympa-
. thy raliies around the world o
Saturday. .
5M around the w&rld
Organizets sald they drew
~nearly 5 millioh protesters in
“all, far surpassmgcrowd expec-
. tatiohs.
The demonstrations : also
' highlighted strong discoittent
over Trump’s-cominents and
policy positions toward a wide
range of groups, including
Mexican immigrants, Muslims,
the disabled and environmen-
talists.

In contrast to the heated,

“ often shrill tone of the.presi-

dential campaign, and the grim
imagery of "American carnage”
that Trump evoked in his inau-

" gural address, the mood during

Saturday's protests was largely
upbeat, even festive.

Chanting such siogans as,
“We need a real leader, not a
creepy tweeter,” and “Hey-hey,
ho-he, Donald Trump has got
Lo go,” many marchers wore
knitted pink cat-eared “pussy
hats” in a reference to Trump's
boast, in a 2005 video made

- ;bublic weeks before- the- elec-,
_ “tion, abbut grabbing WOI‘QEﬂ by

the genifals.

While women constatuted
the bulk of thé demonstratots,
many. were accompanied by
husbands boyfrieuds and chil-

“dren.

The planned centerplece of
the protests, a Women's March
on Washington, appeared to
draw - larger  crowds than
turned out a day earlier to wit-
ness Trump's swearing-in on
the steps of the US Capitol.

Ne official estimates of the
turnout were available, but it
clearly exceeded the 200,000
marchers projected by organiz-
ers of the Women's March, fill-
ing long stretches of downtown
Washington arotind the White
House and the National Mall.

Z

Mass tumouts S

Hundreds “of  thousands

more women thronged New
York, Los Angeles, Chicago,

- Denver and Boston, adding to a

public outpouring of mass dis-
sentagainst Trump unmatched
in modern US politics for a new
ptesident’s first full day in of-
fice. ,
 Organizers of the so-called
Sister March estilmated 750,000
demonstrators swarmed the
streets of Los Angeles, one of

the largest of Saturday’s gath-

erings, ,
' -Police said the  turnout
there was as big or bigger than
2 2006 proimimigration march
that drew 500,000,

‘Some 400,000 marchers as-
sembfed in New York City, ac-

~ cording to Mayor Bill de Blasio,

though organizers put the

-number there at 600,000.

The Chicage event grew so

- large that organizers staged a

rally rather than trying to pa-
rade through the city.

Police said more than
125,000 people attended, while
sponsors estirated the crowd
at 200,000, the same tally they
reported - for Boston and
Denver.

- Smaller protests were held
in such cities as Seattle, Port-
land, Oregon, Madison, Wis-
consin and Bismarck, North
Dakota.

The marclies were the kick-

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUB

LIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army

Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the tand.

9555 Local: 5285, 5295




- ; ' de
isfon: Z d-class Army that is a source of national pri
Army Vrs:cl?n, By 2028, a wor

| | . : 5
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 529

off for what their leaders hope
© will be a sustained campaign of
protest in a polarized nation,
riven by an election thatraised
 unsettling  questions. - about
- Americah values, out-of-touch
- elftes and bartiers to women'’s

. -ambitions,

Two Americas

On successive days, twa
parallel and separate Americas
were on display in virtually the

same location. .
First there was Trump’s in-
. ‘auguration, his-mes'sage_ of an
- ailing society he would restore
- to greatness aimed at the. ti.
umphant  supporters who
- thronged Washington on Friday.
' Then on Saturday, in what
-amounted to a counterinaugu-
ration, the speakers, perform-

ers and marchers proclaimed

allegiance to a profoundly. dif-
ferent vision of the nation.

oy, They. voiced ,;i_eter.ryp‘i\%tion
 fo protectdwide areay b Fights
" that they believe fra

- recently were secure,

|
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Trump’s inauguration. which
had a deficit of top performers.

Alicia Keys sahg” "Girl on
Fire” for the Washington crowd,

i .Madnnna.hgavﬁ...&..ﬁery; Pro=—

“Thank you for understand-
ting that Sometimes we myuygt put
our bodies where our beljefs
iare,” Gloria Steinem, the femi-
[inist icon and an honorary chair
[of the march, told the throngs
5-:%gather_ed i Washington,
Pressing ‘send’ is hot enough,”
To mobilize Progressive
- novement reeling from Demo-
: %rat Hillary Clinton's defeat, or-
anizers broadened the plat-
orm  beyond longstanding
women's issues such ag abor-
tion, equal Pay and sexval ag-
-Sault to  include immigrant
rights, police brutality, mass in-
carceration, voter Suppression
and environmental protection,
In Washington, demonstra-
tors old ang young pushed
strollers and hoisteqd children
onto their shoulders or guided
elterly parents through the
milling crowds.
They  waved handmade
S5igns: "Hate Does Not Make

. America Great,” « Will Not Go
* Back Quietly to the 1950s,” and

b threat. * o

“ens; and that they thought only

7—FearMel” = .
‘They chanted, “This is what
demdcracy looks like.”

The marches were amagnet
for| A-list celebrities, unjike

3

fanity-laced address to the
gathering,. ...~

Chet, also in the nation’s cap-
ital, -gald ‘Trump's ascendance
has people’ “more frightened
maybe than they're ever been.”

Depth of division -
The Drﬂtests,,mos!gly peace-

 ful, illustrated the depth of di-
- vision in g country still reeling

from the bitterty fought 2016
election campaign, '

Trump stunned the worlg by
defeating Clinton, a former sec-
retary of state and firstladywho
made history as the first woman
nominated for president by a
najor.US political party:.. . .

_ Pam'Foyster, a resident of
Ridgway, Colorado, said the at-
mosphere. in,.Washington e-.
it R
during “the 19605 and” 7o
against the Vietnam War and in
favor of civil rights and wom-
en’s rights, |

“I'm 58 years old, and ] can’t
believe we are having to do this
again,” Foyster said.

Although Republicans now
control the White House apd
both . houses : of - Congress,
Trump faces entrenched oppo-
sition from’ wide segments of
the public, in contrast with the

R

- honeymoon period new presi-

dents  typically experience
when first taking office,

A recent ABC News/Wash-
ington Post poll found Trunip
had the Jowest favorability eat-
ing of any intoming US presi-
dent since the 1970s.

£
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Around the world

- Women-led -~ protests
against Tramp, who has vowed
that US pelicy would be based
on fthe principle of “America
first,” also were staged in Syd-
ney, London, Tokyo and other
cities across Europe and Asia,
. Protesters brandished signs

with slogans such as “Women
Won't Back Down” and “Less
" Fear, More Love,”
They decried Trump’s stand
. on - such issues as abortion,
heaithcare, diversity and cli-

F

‘mate change. -

| And they branded him a
sexist, a buily, a bigot and
miore.

[ Tens of thousands of"
protesters squeezed into Lon-

4

' df’)n's Trafalgar Square. 1

In Paris, thousands rallied :
in the Eiffel Tower neighbor-
hpod in a joyful atmosphere, -
singing and carrying posters
réading “We have our eyes on
ypu Mr. Trump” and “With our

ﬁsters in Washington.”

-; Hundreds gathered in

_Prague’s Wenceslas Square in

ijeezing weather, mockingly
raving portraits of Trump and
Russia's Viadimir Putin.

| In Sydney, thousands of
ustratians gathered -in soli-

~darity in Hyde Park. One orga-
nlzer said hatred, bigotry and:
' ztcism -are ngt only Amerlcas

oblems.

‘ Sister March  sponsors
boasted some 670 gatherings
around the wotld'in solidisity
with the Washington event, es-
timating a global turnout of
n'E;re than 4.6 miliion partf i~
pants tallied through oniine

arch registrations, although
those nttmbers could not be in-
dependently verified.

i
i

£

No mention of protests

Trump, in'a Twitter post on
Saturday, wrote, “T'dm hionored
to serve you, the great Ameri-
can People, as your 45th Presi-
dent of the United States'” '

. ’vn:é at Washmgton National

Cathedral before visiting - the
Central Intelligerce Agency
headguarters, Trump made no

“mention of the protests.

Saturday’s march in Wash-
ington overwhelmed the city's
Metro subway system, with
enornous crowds réported and
some  stations temporarily
forced to turn away riders,

The Metro reported 275,000
rides as of 11 a.m. on Saturday,
82,000 more than the 193,000
reported at the same time on
Friday, Inauguration Day, and
eight times normai Saturday
volume. !

The peaceful atmosphere of
Saturday's march contrasted
sharply with unrest the day be-
fore, when groups of black-clad
antiestablishment | _activists,
among  bundreds; " of - anti-
Tremp protesters, - sthashed’

"windows, set ‘vehicles on fire

and fought with riot police, -

who responded ‘with  stun
grenades,

Washington  prosecutors

said about $to0,000 in damage .

had been done and 230 adults
and five minors had been ar-
rested,

" Clinton won the popufar \

-vote in the Nov. 8 presidential

election by arctnd 2.9 million
votes and exceeded Trump's
suppert among women voters

by more than 10 percentage

points.

Trump, however, easily

]

[

prevailed in the state-by-state .
Electorat College vote that ac- :

tually determines the outcome

of the race. _reporTs rrom
REUTERS, AP AMD NEW YORK TIMES
MNEWS SERV ICE ’

1
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‘ 'DAVAO CITY — President .Duterte.yesterday put to rest an
“Police (PNP) chief Director General Ronald dela Rosa’s keepi

..."He stays as chief of police. Bato
;has my complete trust,” Duterte said
(during the 5th birthday celgbration
10f Dela Rosa at PNP headquarters at
{Camp Crame last night. |

.- The President said he haé put his
‘entire trust in Dela Rosa to arry out
‘his administration’s war on drigs,
Speaker Pantaleon :Alvailre’z iad

gmurder of a South Korear bitsiness-
gi%r'iianf--rjight inside. Camp Crairie by

' Ba @ From Page 1

- fake arrest watrank on

- intent-of “holding him for ransont, but
killed hin on the same day. They extracted
P5 million in ransom from Jee's family

led on Dela Rosa to regign fol-
Howing the kidnapping and grisly .

as my complete trust

By EDITH REGALADO

members of a police team tasked to
carry out Oplan Tokhang, code name
for the bloody drug war.

Atlast night's party, Duterte said, -
"Kung patanggal natin si Bato, ako at si -
Speaker wala dito (If we take out Bato, -

the Speaker and I will not be here).”

Alvarez later said, “All's well that

- ends well; we're one gfoup here.”

would end feuding within his inner
circle remains to be seen.

. . Before last night's party, Dela Rosa "«

without telling them he was dead. -~ -
Alvarez stressed there was nothing .
personal in his call for Dela Rosa to resign.
Dela Rosa, however s_hot_bac_l_;,_ and said
“he-was insulted by the criticisms coming
from an ally of the President. =~ -
—~With Alexis Romero

Oct. 18 with the

b

y unceftéinty over Phili;ipine National
ng his post.

had said he was insulted by the calls
for him to resign, especially from
another staunch Duterte supporter,
_“The Speaker represents a district
‘i1t Davao, where Dela Rosa served
as city police chief when Duterte
‘was mayor. R

.. Alvarez wants Dela Rosa to resign

- -to:spare the President from embar-
Whether the President’s decision

~Tassment over the kidnapping and

. murder of South Korean Jee Ick-joo.

-+ Policemen-detained Jee with a
R Turnto Page 4.
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: BY VICTOR REYES
ARMED Forces chief Geri, Eduar-
-do Afio told ground commanders
i Sulu to display their “highest
degree of commandership” as he
relayed his new timeline of six
months within which to defeat
the lawless Abu Sayyaf group.
Afio issued the call during a
visit of military units in Suly,
an Abu Sayyaf bailiwick, on
Wednesday last week, Col.
Edgard Arevalo, chief of the

|
AEP’s p}ﬁblic affairs office
yesterdéy.

Arevdlo said Afio also vowed
to put the “hest officers, enlist-
ed personnel, and equipment”
on the ground to accomplish
the mission. Afio’s predeces-
sor, now retired Gen, Ricardo
Visaya, |also aimed to defeat
the Abu Sayyaf during his term
but failed,

Asked, ifadditional forces will
be deployed to Sufu, Arevalo
said tlae'rre is no need because

;.
, said

b

The Notional Newspaper

Page:

B2

there are enough soldiers on

the ground. There are abdut -

7,500 soldiers operating i Suly.
There are some 300 to 400 Abu
Sayyafl men operating in Sulu
and Basilan, according to the
military.

Aflo set the new deadline
last January 6. He also wants
the other lawless groups = the
Maute Group and the Bangsan-
010 Islamic Freedom Fighters
- ended in six months.

Arevalo said Afio gave “in-

puts” on how to end the Abu
Sayyaf to Brig. Gen. Jesus

“Mananquil, commander of the

Jeint Task Force Sulu. He de-
clined to eclaborate as he said
these are operational in pature.

With Afio during the Sufy
visit were Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana, Army chief
Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda,
Air Force chief Lt. Gen. Edgar
Fallorina, and Navy chief Vice
Adm. Ronald Joseph Mercado,
among others.
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'HIEF negotiator Silvestre Bello Il said Sunday
- President Rodrigo Duterte was determined to .
s uphold the human rights of political dissenters even

 as he continued to séek a negotiated political settlement

with the communist rebels.

He said that was his response to the
list of alleged violations of the provisions
of the Comprehensive Agreement on the
Respect for Human Rights and [nterna-
. tional Humanitarian Law that the human

rights group Karapatan subriitted before
. the opening of the:thmi round of pea}t:e; :

- talks in Rome.:

“The govemment: and the communist_

© Nationai Democratic Front on Saturday
signed the supplemental guidelines for
the full operation of the Joint Monitor-

ing Committee under the Comprehensive
Agreement on Respect for Hurman Rights
and International Humanitarian Law,

'moving the peace negotiations anather

step toward a final eace settlelnent '

Bello said the signing was.4'cot crete

mamfestatlon of the. Duterte adminis
tion’s adhefence to'and respect for hu-

man rights and interhational humamtar?' '

ian law,
He made his statement even as Armed
Forces spokesman Restituto Padilla said

they were exercising caution by not fssu-

ing any cofnments on human rights issues
at the third round of peace talks in Rome.

Padilla has refused to answer the ques-
tions sent to his mobile phone, unlike
Army spokesman Benjamin Hao who is
more accommodating, -

“The guidance here in the Army and
also from higher-ups is to wait for the
signed agreement before we make com-
ments,” Hao said. :

Bello said as far as he was concerned
there had been no acts commitied by the

president that would constitute any vwla—
_.tmns ofithe CARHRIHL. - o
: ofd of Premdent Duterte
{self: He has alwdys ups:

held the rights of political dissenters and

 respected their human rights,” Betlo sald

in defendmg the President.
“Some may [may not like] his uncon-

ventional approach in addressing peace
and order issues in the country, but he has
always maintained high respect for politi-
cal diss¢nt.”

: Nevefthe[e'ss, Bello said-the goverhs

ment will invesligate the cases submitted
by the National Democratic Front and al-
" lied organizations.

He said the signing of the supplemental
agreementt put into motion the operation-
alization of the joint monitoring comshit-

ee, |

But the government also submitted
the act{ committed by rebel forces that
he said| violated some provisions of the
CARH . among them the torching

' and heavy equipment by New

: both sides will be addressed, Bello said.
“Hop’efufly, the JMC will expedile the

z z

forging of a bilateral ceasefire agreement
that will address the alleged issues of
government violations ‘and provocative
and prohtbited acts of NPA rebels > Bello

“said: -

The signing of the supplementai guide-
lines was the first agreement signed by
both parties under the Duterte govern-
ment,

All previous documents signed in the
August and October tounds of talks were
Jjoint statements and declarations.

“In just five months we have already
scored a victory for the Filipino people,”
Bello said.

The CARHRIHL primarily encourages
all victims of viclations and abuses of
human rights or their surviving families
dué to the armed conflict to come forward
with their complaints and evidence. Sandy
Araneta and Florante 5. Solmerip
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8 soldiers, NPA rebel
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killed in North Cotabato clash amid Rome peace talks

By: Karlos Manlupig - Correspondent / @kmaniupigiNG

Y,

s

H
¢
A
i
i
£
i
1

Philippine Army troops durin
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ations in North Cotabato, Mindanao (FILE PHOTO BY JEOFFREY MAITEM/ INQUIRER
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ROME — Whiie peace negotiations continue here, government forces and communist guerrilias clashed in

Makilala town in North Cotabatol

The military's 10th Infantry Divis
armed men in Barangay Bianga
At around 5:30 a.m. the next da

leaving a rebel and sight soldiers dead.

on said in & statement that 2 combined team of soldiers and police clashed with
n sl b p.am. Saturday. Fighting lasted for an hour.
y, ancther clash arupted.

"After the 30-minute firefighl. the troops recovered three high-powered rifies, several personat belongings and a

dead body of an unidentified man at the encounter site.” the military said,

The AFP said that on January 2

vehicle of the Santos Land Deve

“The driver of the ten-wheeier i

). government forces were responding 1o a repoert of rebels commandeering a

Jopment Cerporation (SLDC) in the village of Malasila.

ck reporled that the armed men fired at him and threaiened that the

management will suffer the cons’equences if they fail to give in {o their exdortion demands. After which, the armed

men forcibly took the key of the $aid truck and escaped immediately.” the military said.

But the New People’'s Army said

hegoliations,

‘At around 5 in the morning yesi
Kisante, Makilala and launched ¢
unit was encamped. Having mon

armed encounter,” Rigoberto Sa

Sanchez said thal government tr

and eight soldiers dead.
Arm

the military was provoking and pursuing them despite the ceasefire and peace

erday. troops from the 39th IB-AFP arrived at Sitio Concepcion, Barangay
ffensive operation towards Sitio Lokatong in Barangay Biangan where an NPA
itored the enemy’s movement, Red fighters promptly maneuvered io avoid

nchez. NPA-Southern Mindanao spokesman, said in a statement.

oops caught up with the NPA where a firefight erupted leaving one communist

8
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“The war dogs of the 3%th 1B and the entire AFP cannot wash its hands clean of this flagrant viclation of their own

ceasefire: Sitio Lokatong in Brgy
H

operation against the NFA.” San

‘Furthermore, they fool no cne &

authorities of the presence of lawless groups: for the entire day, they actively manestvered 1o engage the evading

LR oF e NPA™ Fe aided

Sanchez said that since Augustii

peace and development feams.

- Biangan is a remote area thal their presence can only mean an offensive

chez said. [

y claiming that their combat operation was merely in response to repoits by lacal

ast year the military has maneuvered in North Cotabato with them deployment of

“It. likewise, continued to mobilize its troops and paramiitaries in various forms of combat operations such as

inteliigence gathering, combat and psywar in far-flung areas that resulied in harassmentis: extra-judicial killings of

civilians Rita and Norberic Gasdon on September 13 in Arakan, and Rolan Malignan on November 22 and the

forced evacuation of several fam

“The Duterte government must k
|

ilies in Magpet on December 6." Sanchez said.

now by now that it is the bullish insincerity of its armed forces to continue its

counter-insurgency campaign that is the biggest impediment in the quest for jusl and lasting peace.” Sanchez

commented,

Both peace panels are still mum!

context of the negotiations. SFM

Arrr

about the incident but they said that they would investigate it and act on it in the

9
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 AFP told: Neutralize -
~Sayyafin 6 months

S U By MICHAEL PUNONGEAYAN
~Armed Forces of the Philippines

o where each of them Wbﬁfci fxi: Vi
. (AFP).chiief of staff Gen. Eduardo Afio

AFP Public Affairs Office chief Ma-

has ordered militdry troops in Mindanao

to follow: President Duterte’s-desire to

- neutralize the Abt Sayyaf within the next

 sixmonths. |

- “Train al] your, thoughts, focus your
efforts, muster all your courage, sum-

- monall your energy and giveitall to this

; fight. S0 that once and for all, we will _
neutralize the Abt Sayyaf, the other ter- -

- rorist groups, and 'their infras tructures,”
Afip said. P
" Afi6 gave the instructions as he presid-
-ed over the change of command ceremony
for the Western Mindanao Command
(Westmincom) chief in Zamboanga City
from Lt Gen. Mayoralgo de la Cruz to
‘Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr. last Jan. 17.
. He asked mem%ers of the Philippine
Army, Air Force, avy and Marines to
always look at the big picture and see

rine Col. Edgard Arevalo, who was with
the group, said Afio told the troops in
the area that he “is satisfied” with their
preparations, especially the personnel
and equipment readiness of the combat,
intelligence, psychological operations and
support Units. g
“We ate advancing in our campaigh

to finish the Abu Sayyaf group within
six months with renewed and modified
- plans derived from the strength of otir
past operational plans and the renewed
vigor of the defense and AFP leader
ships,” Afio told the troops. “You are
privileged to be part of this fight in pursuit
of the mission that our commander-in-
chief; President Duterte has given us.
I challenge you (field commanders) to
exercise the highest degree of command-
ership. Give your utmost best” .

]
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ZA!PA-DELOS REYES-
.. . PALANCA
: ARMED Forces of the Philippines
. (AFP} Chiefjof Staff General Eduardo
i Abo ordered all military personnel
i deployed in| Western Mindanao Com-
- mand (Westiincom) area to heed Pres-
- ident Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s call to
. significantly defeat the Abu Sayyaf
¢ Group (ASG) and other terrorist
. groups in the area within six months,
The order, was made as General Afio
presided over  the Change of Command
-ceremony of the commander of Wesmin-
com in Zamboanga City from L&, Gen.
Mayeralgo de.la Cruz to Maj. Gen. Carlito
Galvez Jr. lgst week.
The Chief.of Staff said the AFP will be
* advancing théir campaign to finish off the
. bandits andlother terror groups in six
months ag ordered by President Duferte.
o "We are qg.vancing in ogur campaign to
¢ finish the Abu Bayyaf Greup within six months

L with renewd? and modified plans derived ;. ! ¢ al 3

al by the commander of Joint Task’ Forde:
Sulu. Brig: General Jesus Madnanguil,
General Afio gave his own ifputs to.the
plan, The latter likewise toek into accounts;
recommendations as well 85 requests from-
field commanders present. He directed the .
members of joint staff’ fo make good hig ™

+from the-strength of our past operation
rplans and:therenewed vigor. of: the Defense
vand AFP leaderships,” Afio said.

" “He also thalienged all field command--
efi {0 exercise the highest degree of com-~

‘mandership hnd give their best to lead,
adding they are privileged fo be part of
the fight in pursust of the mission that the
President gave them,

“I urge you to trail all your thoughts,

-posted commander o

focus sll your efforts, muster all your cour .

aize, summon all your energy and give it -
N fo

I fo this fight. 8o that once and for all,
we will neutralize the Abu Sayyaf Group, .
other terrorist groups and their inffastruc-
tures,” he said. woE

According to AFP-Public Affairs Office
(PAQ) chief Marine Col. Edgard A. Areva-
lo, the recent visit of General Afio to the
AFP's frontline units in Western Mindan-
ao is historic.

Arevalo was with the group of Gereral
Ano during the visil, Legether with De-
partment of National Defense (IDND} See-
retary Delfin Lorenzana. e

“He had with him the commanding

generals of the Philippine Army and the

Philippine Air Force; the flag officer-in-
command of the Phjli?pine Navy, the just-

Western Mindanso
Command, the commeander of Joint Task
Force FPawi-Tawi and members of the joini

gtafl based in Camp Aguinaido,” Arevalo -

. *After 4 claged-door operational update

prior cornmitment to put the best officers,
enlisted personnel, and equipment in this
campaign,” Arevalo added.
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By Vinge Fi Monato |-
@Vincel\ionat

- tment. of ational
and ihe Degattzn Y ‘and programs of the concerned

Defetise (DND) Were the biggest
violators of rules on tlrie se of
disaster relief funds in2015, ac-

‘cording to the Commigsion on

" 39 1,GUs had failed to

Audit’'s (COA) first- -ever audit
report onsuch aliocatmns
., According to state aud1tors
llocate at
least P124.95-million finds for
the Local Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Fund
(LDRRMF), One such LGU in the
National Capital: Regmn faﬂed
to allocate’Po3.7o millipn:+
The /COA said LGUs had
faﬂed to ¢onform with Section
21 of the Disaster Rigk Reduc-
tion aid:Management (DRRM)
Act of 2010, which re uired that

no supporting documents.

- The: agency also observed

the failure of 57 LGUs-~10 of

#-thém'in the Cordillera Adminis- -
U trative Regmnmto satlip DRRM

- offices, leaving them unpre-
- 'paréd when disaster ?mkes

.- nual

The COA said 112 LGUs~22

of them in Bicol region—failed

. to prepare or submit their an-
LDRRMF  lavestment
Plans. Another 278 LQUS—-37 of

~-them in Eastern Visdyas-—were

found not to have complied

- with a COA requireinent for a

report on the source|and use of
the DRRM funds.

DND funds )
State auditors also reported
that of the DND's P572.0 million -

© available funds for DRRM ser-
. vices, only P236.31 million was
© utilized, OF the said amount,

OFFICE OF | HE ARMY UHIEF FUBLI

cog percent of revenﬂe be set
i .-.-aszde for dxsaster preparedness

LGUs have been fully and effec-

‘tively implemented,” the report

stated.

The report, which covered
the last full year of the Aguino
administration, was submitted
on Jan. 10 to Defense Secretary

Delfin Lorenzana, chair of the

National Disaster Risk _Redgc-
tion and Managerment Councﬂ:
The COA said 183 LGUs did

_mot transfer. their unused bal-
cances totaling P3.05 billioa to
+the - Spec1a1 ~Ttust Fiunpds, a
“standby &uin meant to support

relief aid for up to five years.

Three Mefro Manila LGUs
accounted for a bulk of this

P128.63 million was actually
paid by the end of 2015, with the
rest still pending approval of
the purchase orders, © .

' ‘The COA observed that the
use_ of P73.93 million“in Quick
Response Funds was not in ac-
cordance with its purpose as a
standby fund during calamities.

The DND had used the funds
for rehabilitation and repair of

its offices and buildings, a func- .

tion that actually falls with the
Department of Public- Works
and Highways. The transactions
include the construction of Of-
fice of Civil Defenise facilities in
Capgayan Valley and Zamboanga
Peningsula, as well as the repair
of various Armed Forces of the
Philippines buildings.

The COA said the DND
should have withheld the re-
lease of P120.27 million to its

finding, at Pi.oggy billlon, fol+
lowed by 23 LGUs in Calabarzon
with - P220 " tnillion  and. pine;
LGUsin: Centml_Luzon :
P208 mxilton :

Mlsused flmds :
The COA said P244.997 mil-
lion was spent by 124 LGUs on
activities unrelated to disaster
mitigation, in violation of the
Department of the Interior and
Local Governniént (DILG) Mem-
oranduni Circular No.2012-73.
Five LGUs, thrée of them in
Calabarzon, were fouhd to have
failed to use Pgz.2 million, rep-
resenting the 70- percent share
of the’ LDRRMF that!the DILG
czrcular said " may be Used to
-procure ‘early warning systems_

;and preparedness equipment. ‘-

The -COA said . the use. ofj
P19__36_,____1}1,i1_1_1_qn:_by_1:z LGUs had-

various iﬂibleﬁieﬁting agéfici.,
because they still had pending

m illion from moa

< Atdte i’ishérmen' -

“The report flagged the de-
fays in the distribution of fish-
ing gear and boats to fisherfolk
affected by  Supertyphoon
“Yolanda” {international name:
Halyan), due to delayed pro-
curement, - limited - manpower
and transportation,  and - the
poor quality of motorized ban-
tas. It said 55.73 percent of the
fishing €quipment was yet to be
distributed.

The COA also scoted the low
utilization of funds by the Local
Water - Utilities’ Administration
for water districts and by the
Department of Health. 'INQ

b AFFAIRD ~ BN dU. Vaupa.annyev cagynianuhe - 1o 00, (U] §45-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
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I DND, LGUs

- misused

disaster funds

| By ELIZABETH MARCELO.

taken to task the Department of
National Defense (DND) and local
government units (LGUY) for either
misusing disaster funds or failing

(STRy. e

Report on the Audit df Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
{DRRM) Fund,” the COA said sev-
eral violations in the provisions of
Republic Act 10121 or the Philippine
Disaster Risk Reduction'} and Man-

agement Act were comumjtted by the
DND and various LGUs/

Released on Jan. 19, the report
-was transmitted to Defense Secretar
Delfin Lorenzana's office oriJan. 10. It
was the first time that the COA came
up with a consolidated reéport on the
utilization of DRRM Fund appropri-
ated to national agencies; LGUs and
government corporale sectors.

' Tiie'.COmmiésién ontAudit has

{ to put them in a Special Trust Fund

Inits 52-page “2015 Consolidated

DND violations |

iThe-report-said-out-of the P572:9-—

million available disaster funds.
lof the DND for 2015, only P236.31
million was used by the agehcy =
P128.63 million for actual payout.
‘while the rest was merely obligated
. due to pending approval of purchase -
-orders, contracts or deliveries. . i
- The audit body also noted the"
DND’s mistse of P73.923 mil-
lions of its Quick Response Fund
(QRE). “The utilization of finds
amounting to P73,929,934.91 for
repairs /reconsiruction, using the
QREF, was ot in accordance with
the intended purpose of QRF as
authorized iri thé DND's budget,”
the COA said. Faieas
The COA pointed out that under
RA 10121, QRF is strictly for emer-
gency use such as for relief and
rescue operations during disasters
and calamities. The audit body said
conducting repairs and reconstruc-
tion is not a primary function ofithe |
DND but of the Departinent of Public -
Works and Highways. o
LGUs’ violalions .
. . Meanwhile, the COA said 183
‘LGUs failed to comply with Sec-
tion 21 of RA 10121, which man-
dates them to fransfer unspent or
unobligated balance in their Local
‘Disaster Risk Redtiction afd Man+"
agement Fund {LDRRME) to S5TF |
to serve as standby fund in tites
of emergency. :
The COA said a total of P3.05
billion unspent and unobligated
LDRRMF was not transferred to STF
as of end of 2015. :

i

H
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; hy Karios Maﬂiupig'-- -
| @ktaanlupigiNQ.

" RéME—i—"I‘ﬁe': Naﬁonal- Demo-
 Cratic Front of the Philippines -

(NDFP) is not shutting its door
on a bilateral ceasefire agree-
- ment with the government and

s even willidg to sign it any- .
Hf ' trysid
daycaré centers and even pri- ‘ted a list of 86 violations alleged-
ly committed by state forces, .

the chiEE Hﬁgonator Ofthe

S Buttthe revolutionary

-movement has specific requi-
sites before they can agree on
it, NDFP peace panel chair Fidel
Agcaoili said.

Agcaoili denied speculations

that the NDFP is aversive to a
 joint -ceasefire agreemerit, On

‘the contrary, he ‘said “thete ate =
" cause he {Agcaolll) merely un-

' things that can be tatked about.”
" He said the fate of the bilat-
eral ceasefire agreement would
be based on the conditions on
the ground in the coming days.
- According to the NDFP
emissary, what worries his
camp is the reported cases of

continning military presence in . "Because if jrou do not have
one you won't know the. viola-

many communities,
“Withrespect to the bilater- tions,” he said, =

al ceaskfire, itis sornething that Within the five-month peri:

can be worked out provided the od of- the unilateral ceasefire

conditﬁ..ons for such a ceasefire declarations, both parties have

are compiied with. We have:accused each other of violating

raised the questions of contin- theirown ceasefire orders, -~

uing militarization in the coun-. _ i )
side, occupation of schools, round of talks; the NDFP stibiit

vate tesidences,” Agcaoili said,
Government peace. panel while the government also sub-
chair Silvestre Bello Il considers mitted its own list of violations
the NDEP’s statement reassur- reportedly perpetrated by New
ing as President Duterte is push- People's Army (NPA) guerrillas.
ing foria joint ceasefire agree- On Saturday, both parties

ment tq teplace the 5-month-old signed a supplemental agree-
unilateral ceasefire declarations. ment that would- operationalize
"1 was very encoutaged be- the joint monitoring comimittee -

{IMC) and process complaints of
human rights violations.

derscored the need for a bilateral .
“Hopefully, the IMC will ex-

ceasefire agreement,” Bello said.

Bel!@p explained that a bilat- pedite the forging of a bilateral

eral ceasefire agreement would ceasefire agreement that will ad-
help se}: clear definitions and dress, the alleged issues of gov-
parameters for the temporary ernment violations and provoca-

cessation of hostilities. tive and prohibited acts of NPA

f

oAt the beginning of the third’

tebels,” Bellosaid. :
- While thé issue on the re-
lease of the remaining 392 politi-
* cal prisoners is stilf on the table,
-Agcaoili said this concern is sep-
arate from the discussions for a
bilateral ceasefite agreement.

said the demand
of political ptis-.

_-oners is not a precondition for
-a bilateral ceasefire agreemént

but is a matter of justice and
implementation of the Com-
prehensive Agreement on Re-
spect for Human Rights and In-
ternational Humanitarian Law.

"~ Meanwhile, Bello affirmed
that President Duterte is com-
mitted to his'earlier pronotiice-
ment td rélease prisoners but
has appealed for understanding
that certain legal and judicial

- processes must be observed,

Both parties are still engag-
ing in both formal and
backchannel discussions for the -
release of prisoners and bilater-
al ceasefire agreement. INQ.

U
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Peace talks with NDFi in

Page: }

" Rome

breaking new ground — Bello

' ROME It{aly Government peace

. panel Chairman Silvestre Bello, III said

. here on Sunday that the Rome talks
} between the ! thgpme Government

|

issues regardlng social and economic
reforms ~the $o -called “heart and soul”
of the peace riegotiations which are on

s d.here in Rome, at the .
thethird rouh o into-the most relevant; yet > 9

: Hohday Inn Rome-Parco de Medlca
-Belld said he expects that the draft

IS

(GPH} and the National Democratlc

Front (NDF) “are breaking new ground

and gaining more traction towards fi-

nally achieving peace in the country.”
They are starting to come to terms

in striking an agreement here over

proposals of the two parties to be “ni-
tialed” this week, before this third round

of peace {alks ends on January 25.
The two sides have started to delve

most contentious, agends ..
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Peace talks w

the talks, which is the Cnmprehensi{fe
Agreement on Socio-Econonmic Re-
forms (CASER). tackling genuine land
reform. national industrialization ang
the expansion of social services.
“Thecomprehensive agreement on sp-
cial and economic reforms (CASER) is tile
heartand soul of these negotiations. And b_\
fihally starting (o intentlv discuss this alohe
-Is already a significant brealthrough anri a
major leap forward.” he said. !
In 30 vears of negotiations with the
Communist insurgents, the talks have
never reached this far, he said. 1
Communist Party founding chairman
and NDF senior political consultant Jose
Maria Sison had earlier said thal he was
pleased with the discussions on the CAB-
FRand that the CASER eould be formally
signed within the next six months,
Another area of substantive issués
heing discussed are political and cob-
stitutional reforms. Sison described the
progress of negoiiations on these mat-
ters as “very encouraging.” Sison voxcdzd
support {or pians of the Duterte admih-
istration to establish a {federal syslem of
govermuent !
“The NI ix willing to maimain
its alliance with the GRP and Duterle
administration hy cooperating in the
founding of the Federal Republic of the
Philippines. creating a ])at‘iiamenl,;?v
svstem, and making a new constitutidn
tha{ upholds, defends. and JBiOIIIOLéQ
nalional independence. democracy, ece-
noemic deve elop111°nL socialustice, otﬂturia
progress. independent foreign poticy, azﬁ[f
imternatinnal sofidarity with peoples and
all countries forpeace and development”
Sisem had saxl v his statement al the stap
of these tallie st Thursday January 14,
Faking a hreak
The fwo partics took a break Swde
witl: (he governmoent panel attending
peace forwn at the Philippice Bmbassy

%

ith

41

here. Betto, who i aize (he secretary of la-
borlalerproceeded to Milan [ora dialogue
witl: Filipino workers hased tere,

‘The NDFK on the other hand. joined
Migrante in a peace rally held in the center
of this ancienl. cily

Last Saturday. January 21, the two
panels signed supplemental puidelines on
the Joint Monitoring Commitiee (JMCh. a
body mardated under the Comprehensive
Agreement on Respect for Human Rights
and Internalional Hurmanitarian Law, The
JMC( was never constituted despile a joint
issuance from both parties in 2064,

{Under former Presidenl Benigno
Aguino IT1. peace negotialions bogged
down in 201 L afleronlv one round of formal
{alks over the issue of conlinuing arresis
and detentions of leaders and members
of the NDT.

Political prisoners issue

NDF Peace Panel Chairman Fidel
Ageaonili was asked by a Filipino journalist
during the ensuing press conference ifthe
two parties were already nearing the sign-
ing of a bilateral ceasefive agreement,

“T'dlike o stale clearly that the imple-
mentation of CARHRIHL(Compehensive
Agreement on Respect for Human Righls
antd Internalional Law) reguires the
release of the 392 political prisoners.” Ag-
eaoili said. He said the 392 prisoners they
were asking to be released were “charged
wilhh commmon erimes” and that “some of
{thean have already been asked lowithdraw
iheir appeals.”

“So they shonld be released innnedi-
ately™ he maintained.

Belore the Rome talls started, Pres
dent Duterte hiad made 1§l cleas thal he
world oy start orderme the release
ol pofitical risoners onee e sees 2
gigmed docament by the GRI aad KDE
peace pancks agreeing io e o bilateral
veasefire.

Asilis, the bwo parties have untlaleral

[l

coasofires in place ever since the first
renud of the peace hiegotiations in Oglo,
Norway last Aupust, 2016,

A bilaleral ceasefire cotild be “worked
oul.” he said. but “il requires action, not .
simply stalements, orpress releases." He
called for “warm bodies of political pris-
oners or side prison and the withdrawa)
of the nililary se that the peopie in the
cenmiryside won't be terrorized.”

Under the supplemental gnidelines
signedl Saturday, “compilaints for alieged
violalions of the specific provisions of
the CARHRIHL.. may either be filed in
person, through-email, fax, post or cou-
rier to the nominated section in the JMC
serretariat”

As such. complaints could be filed hy
“human rights groups, peace advocacy
groups. church members, media, or any-
one capable of filing the compiaint en he-
half of the victim or relative of the vietim >
The joint secretariat of the JMC is situated
al the Immaculate Coneeplion Cathedral
in Cubao. Quezon City

3-factions report denied

In Davao City; the NDF dismissed al-
legations that the Communists have baen
divided inlo three groups over alteged dif-
ferences in the stand of theirieaders while
{aiking peace with the government.

H cited an article in a Manila news-
papzr (ot the Manila Bulletinr alleging
that & faction led by NDF panel senior
adviser Luts Jalandoni and chief political
consuttant.Jose Ma. Sison wants a negoti-
ated setllement; that a second faction led
hy Bentio and Wilma Tiamzon merely
wanl the release of all political prisoners;
and a third faction led by NPA National
Operational Command Chief Jorge “Ka
£ris” MacHos wants to pursue the armed
=hggle”

The NDF here said Ageanili called
the vepart a “rehash of the ol military
peswar line” and was “nothing bul an
atlempl (o gow intrigues against Lhe
vevolutionary movemen! and derail the
neact negoliations.”
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' BY LLANESCA PANT!

HE government an(i the National
Democratic Front of khe Philippines
(NDFP) have formed a gomt Monitoring

Commlttee on human rights, a move that could
“help speed up the signing a ﬁnal peace agreement

”fhe ag{eement, sagﬂed on Saturday g

“in Rome, contained supplemental
guidelines for the full operation of
the committee under the two par-
ties” Comprehensive Agreement
on Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law
(CARHRIHL).

Labor Secretaty Silvestre Bello 31d,
the government peace panel head,
said the green light on the joint com-
mittee was a concrete manifestation
of the Dutesteadministration’s respect
for hurnan tights and international
humanitarian law or 1HL.

“The signing is a victory for the
people and the Duterte government
and a major dividend in the peace
process,” Bello said in a stateinent,

?"-between the govemment and commumst rebels. -

The gluide]mes for committee
were ﬁISt drafted in 2004 but were
not signed after peace negotiations
b?tweeﬁ the government and the
NDFP hit a snag in 2011 because of
the government's refusal to release
scotes of NDFP consubtants.

“The full operation of the Joint

"Monitoring Committee, with its

supplemental guidelines in place,

should not be difficult under our legal

regime that includes new and boid
laws anc? statittes upholding human
rightsang international humanitarian
laws s& as the law against enforced
disappearance, Anti-Torture Act, THL
Act, Human Security Act, Writ of
Ampard and the Writ of Kalikasan,
among others,” Bello said.

"Hopefully, the [committee] will -

expedite the forging of a bilateral

ceasefire agreement that will address®
the alleged issues of govemment_

violations and provocative and pro’

hibited acts of NPA (New People’s' :

Army) rebels,” he added.
The suppiemental guidelines

signed by Bello and NDFP panel . .
chief Fidel Agcaoili at Holiday Inn
in Rome, Maly, in_the presence of .

the Norwegian government's spedial
envoy Elisabeth Statturs, are 4 set of
mechartisms on how toaddress com-
plaints of violations of human rights
by government forces and the NPA,
the armed wing of the Communist
Party of the Philippines.

‘The CARHRIHL promates and
protects human rights and adhers -

ence to mnternational humanitar-

ian law, and provides a venue for

victims of violations and abuses
of humnan rights, or theit surviving
families, to file their complaints
and evidence.

The agreement also provides that
persons Hable for violations and
abuses of human rights shall be sub-
ject to investigationt and, if evidence

[F

warrants, to prosecution and trial,
The victims or their survivors will

“then be indernified, while all heces-
Sary measures will be undertaken to
- remove thg condmons for wo[auons_
‘ahd ‘abiuses’of hrfnan rights and to

tender justice fo and mdemmfy the '
Victims.
1t is one of the four sith§tantive

-.agenda items of the negotiations -
‘thatwill comptise the final peace’

agreement. The other three ate:
socioeconomic reforms, political .
and constitutiohal reforms and
end of hostilities and disposition
of forces,

President Rodrigo Duterte is de-
termined to uphold the human
rights of political dissenters even s
he continues to seek a negotiated
political seltlement with rebel foxces,

“Bellosaid,”

Duterte has not committed aéts
that constitute a violation of CAR-
HRIHI, the Cabinet official added.

“Some may firid his approach it
addressing peate and order issues in
the country unconventionat bit he
has always maintained high respect
for political dissent,” Bello added.
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"I The left wing "National
‘Bemocratic Front (NDF) yesterday
fdﬁe:nied floating reports that there

4% emerging factions among its

‘tafiks on whether pushiig through

with the supposed peace pact with

the government,

UONDF chier negotiator Fide]
- B¥caoili cited three “fictitions”
“Thdtions that are allegedly

JPropaganda operations perpetrated
B9l certain saboteurs,

hibccordingly, a group led by
~Lortmunist Pirty of the Philippines

tepy founditig chairman Jose Ma.

Sison wants a negotiated
~Sotilement within President
. Duterte’s term while a bloc

Round 3

‘the Jui}ni ionitoring Committen

‘. . e
i ;% g W,

; Peace negotiators from the gavernment and ihe
Democratic Front sign the supplemental guidelines for the full opération of
during the third round-of-talks in Rome, Haly.
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]

Hipposedly led by influential party-
1duders Benito and Wilma Tiamzon
dibiely wants the release of ali
Political prisoners. .
- % Allegedly, too, 2 “hardcore”
CHtion Ted by the New People’s
Attny (NPA) National Operational
Wormand chief Jorge *Ka Oris”
‘Madlos — who's based in one of
4He Reds' prominent zomes in
Mindanszo — wants to continue
‘iferrilla operations,
%1 Ageaoili, who is currently in
'Rtme with the rest of hig leading
and eldetly NDFR coemrades,
“$lspects that the military is
Popagating “wrong information”
‘theant to undermine both the
Diiterte administration’s and- the
fi‘ébgais’ desire to win peace; - -
% “This rehash of the old military
"Beywar line is nothing bui an
attempt to sow intrigues against
“the revolutionary movement and
“®rail the peace negotiations,”
"eaoili, who is commonly identified
Y “collective” of Sison and
Jalandoni, said.
“The NDF will not be distracted

]

by such [baseless intrigues in its
objective of engaging the
government in peace negotiations
to attain the maximum possible
benefits {for the Filipino people,”
he added.

Lasgt §aturday, the government
and thel National Democratic
Front pfithe Philippines (NDFP}
signe the supplemental
guidelings for the full operation
of the Joint Monitoring
Committee (JMC) under the
Comptehensive Agresment on
Respaet!for Human Rights ard
International Humanitarian Law
(CARHRIHL) during the third
Tound qi%aiks in Rome, Haiy.

The signing of the supplemental
guidelings by GRP panel chairman
Silvedtre Bello III and NDF
chair ajn Fidel Ageaoili, is a
shgnifieunt move under the
administration of Duterte after the
first dfaft crafted in 2004 was not
signed when the peace negotiations
bogged down in 2011,

The supplemental guidelines is

i
rulal_yluulw s e — e g

"

a set of mechanisms on how ig
address complaints of violation by
the goverriment forces and the
armed wing of the NUT - the NPA,
The supplemental guidelines: are
issued pursuant to the Operational
Quidelines for the JMC fssued on
4 February 2004, in Oslo, Norway
by the GRP and NDFP peaco
negotiators. '
Bello said the signing of the
supplemental guidelines is not only
an affirmation to Infernationa)
Human Rights Law of the Duterte
adminisiration but also 2 conerete
dividend of the third round-efalks,
Bello said this also bodes well to
the possible signing of the bilaters]
ceasefire sel to benelit more the

“beople living in conflict-affected

areas,

“This should be taken as an
incentive for us to work harder in
the remaining days of this round
of talks, especially on our efforis
bo put in place a joint ceasefire
agreement — a peace dividend that
our people have been waiting for,”

B e I e RN TR Y

he said in his statement,

Bello said the adoption of the
guidelines is a realization of
CARHRIHL, which is one of the four
substantive agenda of the
negotiations that will comprise the
firal peace agreement. The other
three remaining substantive agenda
are socio-econemic reforms,
political and constitutional reforms,
and end of hostilities and
disposition of forces.

According to Bello, the full
operation «of the JMC with its

-suppletental guidelines in place,
should not be difficult under the

govertiment's legal regime that
inclides new and bold laws and
statutes upholding hurnan rights and
international humanitarian laws,
such as the law against enforeed
disappearance, anti-torture act,
1HL Act, Human Security Act, Writ
of Amparo and the Writ of
Kalikasan, among others,

The NDF chair welcomed the
signing and thanked the GRP pansl
as this would advance the ongoing

-peace negotiations,

Ageaoili said the supplemental
guidelines will govern operations
of the JMC and the Joint
Secretariat.

The supplemental guidelines
include provisions on how to file
and deal with complaints and detajly
the roles of the recelvers of the
complaints, the joint secretariat
and third party facilitator,

Under the guidelines, complaints
for alteged violations of the specific
provisions of the CARHRIHI, may
be filed efther in person, through
email, Web site, fax, post or courier
to the Neminated Section in the
Joint Secretariat, who shall
immediately forward the same to
the co-chalrmen of the JMC for
proper disposition, With PNA

SR e ey
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;:FOUR more éx-"rﬁlf!téry'ﬂfﬁcérs;éif‘!&eﬁfif;' '

fied with Customs Commisslomer Nicatigr -

Faeldon, were appointed to top Customs
posts,

The four were Identified as former
Captains Gerardo Gambata, Nif Mae-
strocampo and Alvin Ebreq, and former
Southern fuzon Command spokesrran Neil
:Antheny fstrelfa, :

. Their designations, along with those of
:four others, were contained in 3 (ustoms
‘personnel order signed by Faeldon last 7
January 17,1t was approved by Fmancel -
Ségrgtgry.@{jpglﬂomfiﬁdnez 3000

FEoegr

! Gambalais the rew deputy com-_
missioner for management information
systems and technology; Maestrocampo,

ditecter, import Assessment Service; Fbreg,

J

for, Customs Intefligence and Investigation
Services; .

Gambala, Maestrocampo and Ebreo
Wwere among nine members of the robel
Magdale:group found guilty in conmaction
with the july 2003 fafled Oakwood rebel-

lion in Makati City.

Faeldan fs also a member of the
Magdafﬂ%'(iroup. '

Gambala and Maestrocampo were
meted lifé sentences for leading e short-
tived reballion, while Ebreg and the others

were sentenced to 6 to 12 years in ’pris,gﬁ as
M i, B T P i

Accdimplices,’

‘ Tﬁe?'vger;é given execufive cemency by
former président and now Pampanga Rep.
Gloria MagapagaI-Arroyo.

g o
‘men named to

directoniLagal Service; and Estrels, direc.

© Faeldon, a former Marine captéin,' v

applled for amnesty in 201, alongwith .~

former Marine commandant Ma]. Gen. -
Renato Miranda,

The four athers who were given new
assignments were James Layug, director,
Port Operations Service; Hen ty Anthony
Torres, director, Financial Management 05
fice; Marites Martin, district callector, Port
of Ctark; and Elvira (rz, district collector,
Port of Ceb, .

Earlier, Malacafiang named retired Maj,
{ien. Natalio Ecarma 3rq, & former defense
Undersecretary, depity commissioner for
Feveriee colléction; aid Afe Nepomticehq,
deputy commissioner for enforéerient N

Faldon said there was nathing wrong
inappointing former military officials tg

Page:

B

top Customs posts

thebureay, . o
- The bureau has faw enforcement
functions, and Gustoms agencles [ other
countries even have Armed Forces-fike
structures, he pofntad oyt
In other countries, the head of Customs
fs a director general with 2 four-star sank,
uniike in the Philippines where the title is
“omimisstoner” ‘
"It's realty wrong to'question why there
are mifitary people in the fhureau]. Try
{oimagine ifone has a law enforcement
function bp;;y_nukdqq’;hav;e Iraining in the
o Sovcamotbseldingid
- f‘_ ,gtbﬁfgijnhté with our couhierparts
all over the world and they aié afl mitary-
trained also,” he added.
WILLIAM B. DEPASUPH,
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ERE seenis to be a great disparity

"in the assessments of the Philippine

- “government peéace panel and the

-National _Demo&:ratic Froat (NDF)

- panel on when the two sides can finally end
. hostilities with a joint ceasefire agreement.

that agreement may be reached in the third round
‘of talks which began Thursday in Rome, after
two previous meetings in Oslo, N orway, But Jose
Ma. Sison, founding chairnian of the Communist
Party of the Philippines (CPP) and senior political
consultant of the NDF, said he thinks agreement
can be reached “as early as 2020-2021.” -

The Philippine panel W'Euld like to sign a ces-

sation of hostilities agreement immediately while
‘talks continue on socio-economic affairs and
political and constitutionalireforms. But it seems

the NDF wants the talks on reforms completed, - -

“to form the basis for a Comprehensive Agree-
‘ment o the End of Hostilities and Disposition
of Forces by 2020 or 2021 That's three to four
years from today.
During these three to tour years, Sison said
at the opening of the talks in Rome, the NDF will
Jbe remaining in alliance with the government,
-coopérating inthe setting Xg of afederal republic
and parliamentary systen] of government. After
the talks on socio-economic reforms and politi-

./ The Philippine panel lefl by Secretary Silves- .
-tre Bello 11T expressed o'p'timi'sm the other day

/b

- cal-constitutional reforms culminaté it formal

agreements, the NDF. would want to see them
implemented by the Duterte administration for
at least two years before its term ends.

- Earlier this month, there was some disagree-

. ment on the release of political prisoners, with
. President Duterte sayingthe NDI was asking for
-too many concessions, He said hé was willing to
-release more prisoners once he sees a copy of a

formal agreement for a joint ceasefire, But NDF
peace panel Chairman Fidel Ageaoili said the
release of nearly 400 female, sickly, and elderly
comrades from jail “should not be used as trump
cards to extract concessiotis from the NDE”
There is a gap between the two positioris,
but the fact alone that they are now meeting in
Rome, encourages hope that they will come to
some agreement. The fighting between govern-
ment forces and the New People’s Army has
been going on for_the_':EEiSt?'4?-.years.j};-::t_he.:.iongest--

Communist insurgeney inthe world,” "

- - The government understandably wants toend

hostilities immediately, while the NDF, speaking
for the CPP and the NPA, wants the reforms
they seek first written down on formal agree-
ments. and implemented by the government.
Somewhere between the two positions there

- must be a compromise that they can agree on.

For now we must welcome the fact that they are
meeting at all,

i
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Philippine Army says

properly’
From Attitude (Jan 22); Philippir
properly’

LGBT community can join, but they have to ‘behave

e Army says LGBT 60m§n unity can join, but they have to ‘behave

LGBT members can join the Atmed Forces of the Philinpines. bul there's one condifion

i

The Armed Forces of the Philippin|
condition,

According to NewNowNexi, the A

es {AFP) is now weicoming LGBT community to sign up and join the army, on one

FP, who is trying to recruit new soldiers, promises they won't discriminate against

LGBT soldiers, as long as “they behave

Chief of Public Affairs, Colonel Edéard Arevalo, said: "We are being asked whether the recruitment will include members

of the LGBT community. Are we m}
against them. Please feel free to aj
The officer than added, “But we hi

“The moment that they apply and
need to act and behave with digni

He then stated that the LGBT com

The decision to welcome LGBT cod
he called the US Ambassador to th

hitp/attitude.co.uk/philippine-a

t going to discriminate them? The answer is no. The AFP is not going to discriminate

pply and enter the Armed Forces.” i
i

ve one recommendation.”

get accepted in the Armed Forces of the Philippines, we are reminding them that they
ty and with proper care to the uniform.”

munity would be a great asset to the AFP.

munity members comes after Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte caused a stir after

e Philippines “gay.”

my-says-igbi-community-can-jcin-but-they-have-to-behave-properly/
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