Army Vision: By 2628, a world-class Arm y that is a source of national pride

@

Serving the people. Securing the lan

oacpa.army2012@gmail.com




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

DRUG LORD’S BANK
ACCOUNTS FROZEN

*runitas Py "
A mak

(00 gt bazsr
Bk FLR s LA

i i
i i
: Bl
!

1
! !
; i ;
: i ) , !
‘ Seple or2y ezt e e
] . ﬁ Mmiihm I
i E} omd o v Mo !
i 2 s
; rik mm |
i Navmszdwswfshmmsapamrwtm)chﬂkzs‘ﬂmwﬁu J
‘ PT : g H
i a
| |
|
! |
; !
E :
H
¢
i

= : 3 o thig e pand csespuan PR e B

1 2 v-m-t’i | S R '_.« A g
! ; £k alions b epnd Ky wdh Cinrd, P e 2 vt
E ] . it gaigrs, it rbpy ropte et .
J ! - ™ .
!
! i
I ; .
i |
i i

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




ANITIY VIsion: 8Y 2U2¥, 2 world-class Army that is a source of nationat pride.

TABLE OF CO
26 JANUARY 2017

PAGE
R, TITLE WRITER REWSPAPER
1-2 Weather Forecast - www.pagasa.dost.gov.ph
_ RATIONAL NEWS B
3-5 ‘Rody govt ﬁshmg for a#tematwe facts’ Aurea Calica Phil. Star p.1
6-7 Gov't wants Joma out of US terror jist Rocky Nazareno Miz. Bulletin p.1
m il RE
8 Wilitary officers buck Medal of Valor for SAF | Jaime Laude Phil. Star p.3
9 AFP ciemes ceasef‘ ire we§atx0ns Michael Phil. Star p.13
Punongbayan
10 Want Medal of Valor? Fight Abu Sayyaf, Afio | Victor Reyes Malaya p.B6
tells soldiers
11 Aho asks NDFP 1o control NPA Victor Reves Malaya p.B6
AFP denies peace talks sabotage Zaida delos Reyes- People's Journal p.3
12
Palanca
13 Phil seeks removal of Sison from US terrorist | Reulers Phil. Star p.2
list
EDITORIAL
14 fMAay 25 hostages ang mga Abu Sayyaf?  Irwin Cruz Police Files p.4
15-16 | Mamasapano Alex Magno Phil. Star p.11
ONLIRE REWS
‘AFP sincere in talks, NDF shouid restrain GO T D IET oo
17-18 ;
NPA
19 ISAFP defends Marcelino against illegal drug | Lui Claudio R L e et
i charges
%__Wm;a;mmpazd forindonesians-freed by Wi IntEraksvon Som
) Abu Sayyai- Lorenzana
AFP to acquire PHP23.7-M worth of spares, VAL ETE QOV. N
22-23 | component for unscheduied maintenance of
FA-50PHs

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Republic of the Philippines WFS-07
Deparmmen; of Sotence and Techoology Rec 1105-56-2016
PHILIPPINE ATMOSPHERIC, GEOPHYSICAL AND
ASTRONOMICAL SERVICES ADMENISTIE STV (P AR AL
Wealier Bivisine
Y80 0061 205 Cerrified
Registry INo. 01 100 1534769

" 24-Howr Weather Forecast and Extended Weather Outlook for Selected Cities:

ISSUIED AT * 500 PN 25 JANTU ARY 2817
VAELD BEGINNING : 5:00 PM TOBAY UNTIL 5:85 D5t TOMGRROW

I 244 Wieather, Wtnds aond Sea Conditing Forecast | |  Exiendnd Weather Outiosk
TS o 5 P today wndit 5 P tomprros &Fam'jPMmm?jfj{gfﬂmemday
‘ 25 JA% FHIAN T TT3AR 28 IAN 25 IAN
N i O e s TR REEALa & S Tl T SO Al o
T 1 s v P o s e | m % o
. ‘:‘:-’:.‘ 20 2 Moderae t0 Swrong: Northeasr SOt R4 S A2 Sl
Tuguegaran City SHa6e0 ST | oagen [N agen |4 Ggem
Lansg Ci ""f-f‘ 24 °C Wioderaes 1o Strong: Nerthreas AardaeC i a3 e B 2300 S 210
: City S 36 °C Comstal Wabers, ndersie to Reugh S 30 °C “'f-r a0 o %‘)—HJ 20 0 1%‘;:3 25 o
i i e A S Mogomate 10 Stnme: Northegate oo R A 5 2 o e iEee A Cimees
Bageio Ciry S4 goer IORSSTLIN ST ks SRR & e
SBMA(Olongapo}/ Clark Zooe | 7/ 22°C Mod 16 Oce. Strong. Northeast S 2mee #e, B |k ;e gk, 23
Asigeles City} <omeC Subic Bay: Wed Lo Ore. Rough oageC W er | ht ager T os00C S
Fimeg Bderie v Strorey Merteast BT T, Mo B, W @ e
by Ay Oy o Bl
apaye=y City L aFep ST ERC D EE aser = oxrer e R
o s S bloderaic to Sxong: Northeas DT meg Ty, mec e, BeC |3 23ec
Lipa City S nger B T J;‘,—;J g e "%,:'} 290 ?:;’ 29 °C |
o [ 2se0 Mioderate to Strmay: Northess A7725°C (B 35°C [fgk 25 ey 24 °C
Legazpi City i S ogae Caastal Weters: BModerate to Rough P %h:,—f e '%;—:? 28 ¢ '% 27 o
|
. - Modoraie o Strong: Nortieast e, 2500 [ugh, 2geC
Puerin Privcesa City Cosstal Warers: Mioderate 1o Rough @;?; per i aes
g : Lt 1 ol LI ﬁ
e Ly B Gy g Wigos: Woddurats un Wnagh  pger |
N r
. P
. SADBEC 1 Mderes to Suvny Nerthens A0 IC g 2500 |k 25°C | A asec |
Mewo Cel S ap e Coonaral Piaters: BMinderate to Hough “_1, anec et 3 oL ;,-_;,; 30 = E*f;;j‘r 290 i
b ) S BRT blodirets te Browy Mastivens Dol omere b mrep SR agep |, agar |
Tecio, iy LR e | ol e Madermse s; Bougs: TR mer (U0 meg 1S aec g g o |
: | e 2%

N - |3, 24°C | Motio Occ. Suvug: Northeas P a1 R aseC e ]
| Cogayan do Ora City J Fr2-90 A0~ Coumal Waters Biad o Dee Riigh——1 W mee | mec
e PAEL, 19U | Sedmse o Swong: Bartie N LB men | AR qosg | A 1B
 Medmra City 25 %L T | uw oaseo [ VFT zsac MR apeg

i pder Moderue 10 Swvog Nestheas - Ll I ol
Mewn Diavo S 3peg i Coamal Waters: Mhoderate 1o Rosish S ager ? A ager [9eE apan ("’3"" ZEC
f
; + :
[ y i I I _
~ PP LT ¢ Mndorme Merhess i e W AT g, M A gep
Zremtromgr T Ly S i Tt mg g o s
i B~ ; e 31 i Crmned Winer, Modentr ! = 3 f P ospel } 5 e Wt 3pep
LEGEND:
o Partly Cloudy to at times Cloudy . o | Raine with Gusev
W | Clear Sldes LS | with Reinshower and’ or % | Ocecasionsl Raing g};—" Wi 8 W sty
Py Thund:rslurms b e inds

P o . Al mw;mmvwmm.nmw ' . ’3 e §

- '!i?mm% Climarly Setier i '::'13&‘ ;am‘xﬁ s Thensrdbmsesanmns, 5 Plommemarr Raver: - R ,::5% Simmmr ;
g ’P'mﬁ Chvady 1o 2 thepes E S e wa ‘
brrrd C?m&;, with Rapusherwer §oe :Fg & ;

g |

. TS END OF FORECAST b

PREPARLD BY: SRR CHECKED BY/ 4p%/
Triciing the Ap.. feipey e conary” e e e

N - gsmermisar

WL B, Bevad Dilmom Creegon, DAy




WS-z
e 105052116

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Deparmaent of Sciente and Techrology
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophvsical and
Astronomical Services Administration {PAGASA)
HWieather Division
120 3001:2808 Certifeq
Regismy Na. 91 102 153475

24- HOUR PUBLIC WEATHER FORECAST
ISSUED AT: 5:00 PH 25 JANUARY 2017

VALID BEGINN ING: 5:00 PM TODAY-UNTHL 5:00 PN TOMORE O

 SYNOPSIS: RORTHEAST MONSOON AFFECTING THE WHOLE COUNTRY.

FORECAST: CLOUDY SKIES WITH LIGHT RAINS IS EXPECTED OVER v,
LUZON,THE REGIONS OF EASTERN VISAYAS, CENTRAL VISAYAS, ./

'|OF AURORA. PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH ISOLATED |,
LIGHT RAINS WILL PREVAIL OVER THE REST OF THE COUNTRY.

MODERATE TO STRONG WINDS BLOWING FROM THE .
{NORTHEAST WILL PREVAIL OVER THE ENTIRE ARCHIPELAGO |} . 5 (o
WITH MODERATE TO ROUGH SEAS. e g N

TETULIION S L Y fa

FAGTAYA: MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHINANG MGA PAG-ULAN ANG
INAASAHAN SA LUZON, SA MGA REHIYON NG SHANGANG KABISAYAAN, GITNANG
KABISAYAAN., DAVAO AT CARAGA NA MAGIGING KATAMTAMANG ULAN SA LALAWIGAN NG
AURORA. BAHAGYANG MALLAP HANGGANG SA MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY PULU-
PULGHG MAMHINANG WOA PAG-ULAN ANG BRAL 54 HALALADING BAHAGE NG BANSA
KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MALAKAS K£ HANGIN MULA SA HILAGANG.
SILANGAN ANG HRAL sA BUONG KAPULUAN NA MAY KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA

MAALONG KARAGATAN,

EXTREMES OF TEMPERATURE AND RELATIVE RUSIDITY FOR THE 24515 PERIOD ERDING AT £:00 Pl¢ TOOAY AND RECORDED AT
PAGASA WEATHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, DL IMAN QUEZOK CITY:

TR

NP

DAVAO AND CARAGA BECOMING MODERATE OVER THE PROVINCEl .~ 7 2 i

MAXTMUN TEMPERATURE A XIS RELATIVE HUBDITY: ]
B0 P TODEY ... 304 B:D0 AM TODAY ........... 94 5
S T MO ERAT URE REL AT RN
Elld AR TORAY ... 2250 i TECFR TODSY B3 %
TIGAL PREDICTION AL ONG BIANILA BAY J ASTRONGMICAL INFORIMATION !
{COURTESY OF NAMRIA) | OVER METRO BANILA i
. ; i
EHIGH TIDE TODEY: ' ] SUNSET/ SUNRISE MOONRISE BOONSET E
B22PH ... 95 METER ! N
A RS RO [BUSEY T
REBARE s T B SRR P ;
%ﬁ f g AT
!
SLNSET TORORROWN: ILLUMINATION TOMORROW:
‘ LE57 P ! 65
FOR S0RE B iaATION AND QUERIES, PLEASE CALL A7 TE. £95 WE umioer BIT-TIFE OF L5 O FD %wmmsgﬁasrﬁ&ﬁ%g
s:‘ - , :xi.
e g ft'gf‘-‘
PREPARED BY: SRR CHECKED BY.ADa
‘qv»;; the svy neiven I o
WEDT, BID Dovdd "Wl - -




Army Vision. By 2028, & world-class Army thal 1s & SOUrce of national pride

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: ocacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 8458555 Local: 5285, 5285 ]

245 January 2017 Page |

Nov consults
lawvers 3

By AUREA CALICA

The Duterte administra-
tion is contriving an “alter-
native commission” and
using “alternative facts” in
its effort to pin the blame
on former president Be-
nigno Aquino III for the
‘Mamasapano raid, former
presidential spokesman
Edwin Lacierda said ves-

. terday.

An “unshaken” Aquino,
meanwhile, is preparing his le-
gal defense against accusations . . . e e e

~“raised by President Duterteon
Tuesday that he should be held
ultimately liable for the raid.

- “There were a lot.of points..
raised,” Aquino toid reporters
after mass held at the tomb of
his parents at the Manila Me-
morial Park in Parafiague City |
yesterday to mark Corazon
Aquino’s birth anniversary.
He was referring to Duterte’s
remarks before relatives of the
44 police commandos killed
in an encounter with Mushm
rebels in a cornfield in Mama-
sapano, Maguindanao exactly
two years ago yesterday.

Lacierda denied Duterte’sin-
sinuation that Teresita Deles,

e e — —
urn o Page & - m-Tet no. (02) 6459555 Local: 5285,5295 |
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at the time the presidential adviser on

i peace process; had asked Agqudne

" to order the military to stand down

“just to save the peace talks with the -

MILFE. Deles has herself denied the
. allegation a number of times. .

- Despite Duterté’s tirades, the
- former president“looks unshakeri

because he knowssomeone’s: watch~_. :

 ing bver Rint,

" “Pinky” Abella sisters,

- said, referring to thelrmother former
- for that led to the EDSA revolution.’

pre=;1dent Corazon Aquino.:-

The Aquino family commemo- .-

“_ra’ced yesterday the 84th birth anni:

. versary of Cory Aquino '

. Benigno Aquino III was to meet
with his legal counsels yesterday

. afternoon to craft a statermnent, sched-
uled for release today.

. He said he and his legal team
would double check facts as he ad-

mitted spending most of his time

yesterday verifying the information

- mentioned by Duterte.. .

‘The Special Action Force’ (SAF)
‘policemen were feaving Tukanalipao
town after killing Malaysian terrorist
Zulkifli bin Hir, alias Marwasn, when
- they encountered guerrillas belong-
“ing to the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) and the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).

The former president said he was

5'*--\'-Z”Mcqapj,r thatthe: “pressniow b othersto-

get the other side” unlike during the

martial law years.

< In a meeting with the families of

" the slain SAF members at Malaca-
flang on Tuesday, Duterte said he
wanted his predecessor to answer
questions about the Mamasapano
operation which investigating bodies
did not ask when Aquino was still

"in power.

Lacierda again denied Duterte’s
insinuation that then presidential
adviser on the peace process Teresita
Deles had asked Aquino to order the

. military to stand down just tp save
“the peace tatks with the MILFE. Deles
-has herself denied the allegation a
number of times.

@ y From Page1

that the

Cing the charges against Aqiiino but

Aquino’s late mother had served

the touritry &g pmszdent frorn 1986
t0 1992. #

The Aquino matriarch died in 2009

of colon cancer. A civilian-led mili-

tary uprising in February 1986 — now

~called EDSA people power — forced

‘the dictator Ferdinand Marcos into
exile and-catapulted her to power. -
CAq o expressed: confidence
people would continuetote-
member what his parents had fought

“Fronitwo years ago; he (Noynoy)
alréady told us he could sleep well
with the décisions he made,” Abel-
lada said.

From Manila Memorial Park, the
Aquino family proceeded to a small
[talian restaurant on Sucat Road for
lunch. The restaurant’s owner is the
son of an Italian photographer who
covered the 1986 EDSA people power
revolution,

“The family was very serene, not
at all in'panic mode,” a source said.

“The Aquino children always feel
‘at peace when they pray at their par-
ents’ grave and there has neverbeena
time when their mother Cory did not
heed their prayers,” the source added.

The former president had spoken
many times about the Mamasapano
incident while he was in office.

< Hehad sought tinderstanding and—

provided assistance to the families of
the fallen policemen as he narrated
how he had been leftin the dark dur-
ing the operation despite his strict
orders to then suspended Philippine
National Police {PNF) chief Alan
Purisima and SAF commander Getu-
lio Napefias to coordinate with other
palice and military officials.
"~ Aquino and the United States
embassy had repeatedly denied any
US role in the operation, contrary fo
Duterte’s allegations, and stressed the
charges against him filed before the
Office of the Ombudsmarn in connec-
tion with the incident were frivolous
and absurd.

The ombudsman is still evaluat-

o

* _hasfiled a'case against Purisima and

Napefias for graft and usurpation of
pubhc functions

~-Diversion

For some senators, Pres:ldent
Duterte’s playing up the Mamasa-
pano debacle was his way of demon-
izing his predecessor and covering up
. controversies and scandals hounding

"h1s six-tonth administration.’

“#The Mamasapano Comimission.
is just to_divert attention from the

“blunders of his administration.” Sen.

Antoriio Trillanes IV Sald 1n a text

message.

. Sen. Leila de Lima sa1d Duter{e
is using the issue to divert attention
from the crises his current Jeadership
is facing, “rather than to actually give
justice to the SAF and Mushm civil-
ian victims of that armed encounter.”

“This appears to be the primary
motivation of the Président in con-
tinuously harping on the Mamasa-
pano incident. It is to continuously
demonize the past administration in
order to-cover up for his own lack
of accomplishments and direction

“after six mionths i13to his terd,” De

Lima said.

“Duterte is the least gualified in
directing such a probe given his pro-
pensity for pre{udgment and to pre-
empt the results of any investigation,
as he himself has already declared the
Mamasapano police action as a CIA
operation;”shesaid; referring tothe-
US Central Intelligence Agency by
its initials.

She said a further probe on the Ma-
masapano incident should be devoid
of politics.

The ombudsman, she pointed out,
is in the best position to investigate
the issue.

Any- other investigation initiated
by the President “will always be
doubted for his obvious bias against
the past administration,” De Lima
stressed.

Senate President Pro Tempore
Frank Drilon and Sen. Francisco
Pangilinan said that while it was
Duterte’s prerogative to form the
cemmission, the Mamasapano inci-
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dent has been subjected to so many

probes by various groups.

“Tt must be said, however, that the
Mamasapanc incident was already
subject of a number of investigations

_in the past by the PN, the Senate, cPoesaid. - o o e
: . "Giventhe nature and inherent.

the House and- the ombidsman,”
" Drilony saidi s i s e

“significant. .. .
Probe to reopen?
Senators debated yesterday on

whether or not to reopen the inquiry
into the tragedy.

Sen. Richard Gordon, chair of the
justice committee, insisted on the
holding of a new legislative inves-
tigation. _

Sen. Grace Poe, whe conducted
the Senate inquiry into the incident
as chair of the Senate public order

- committee in the previous Congress, -

said her panel has conducted a very
exhaustive probe and expressed re-
Juctance to reopen the investigation.

She said the ombudsman has es-
sentially adopted the recommenda-
tion of the panel’s comunittee report
with the recent filing of charges

monies given by all availabte living
persons witnesses then whose atten-
dance the committee had the power

againstPurisima-and Napefias. =
“Qur report was based on testi- .

to 'reqmre, and who were all iﬁvolved
or have knowledge of the Mamasa-

“pano police operation, as well as all

relevant documents gathered after
an exhaustive series of hearings,”
Poe said. . . : '

imitations-of a.legislative investi=

- Pangilinan said_rebp.efﬁh'g invésﬁ;"-"gétibﬁ,- it is the prerogative of the’
gation into the incident without new -
evidence would uncover nothing -

President to create a commission for
its reinvestigation that may hopefully

" add to what had been unearthed pre=~ """
~viously, given the greater powers of

the executive and under much differ-
ent political circumstances,” she said.

Senate President Aquilino Pimen-
tel 111 also told reporters he was not
too keen on reopening the inquiry as
the chamber has to focus on priority
socio-economic bills.

Pimente! said the Senate is will-
ing to turn over to the commission
all doctinents and transcripts of the
chamber’s inquiry. o

Sen. Juan Edgardo Angara re-
minded Gordon of significant recom-
mendations to the PNP based on the
previous investigation.

Gordon’s motion was referred to
the Senate committee on publicorder
now chaired by Sen. Panfilo Lacson.
...Lacson said he would review first
he reports culled from the previots
Senate investigation and from that of
the PNP Board of Inquiry before mak-
ing a decision. -~ With Paclo Romero

285

1
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OME, Ttaly - The Philippine -
‘government (GPTD has com-
mitted to work for the delist- -

Lfing of National Democratic
Front (NDF) chief political eonsultant

Jose Maria Sison

from the United

“soul” of the peace negotiations.
"t is jmportant for Jomato be:able.
to go to the Phiiipp'mes’_in response {07

' the President’s statement thathe wants -
. {o meet Joma in
_saidBello. o o
Sison accompariied the NDF peace
panel for the talks here, delivering the

CTHE X

ATIOR'S LLADCNG KEWEP

States terror watch hSt to '_ériébie him
" “to meet with President Duterte. .-
- {GPH peace panel chairman Silves-

tre Bello 111 disclosed this Tuesday,

' gtressing that this commitment will be

included in a joint statement that the

‘government and NDF will sign Wednes-

day afternoon at the close of the third

any neutral eouniry,”

- round of their peace
. Inn-Parco de Medicihere.

. Alsoexpectedtobesign

sesce talksat the Holiday

ed Wednes:

day morning will he'the ground rules

that will govern the implementation
of the Comprehensive Agreement on
Socio-Feonomic Reforms (CASER),

-~ which is considered the “heart and

opening statement at the start of the

.. third round of talks lagt January 19.
However, he was rarely seen inithe

‘meetings and caneuses during the last
" gix days as he is reportedty sick.
" The US considers Sison & “person

- gupporting terrorism” since August,
2002, together with the Com- 14

'
'
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Gov t Wams J oma out

_ mumst Party of the P}uhppmes (CPP) -
.which has been tagged as a “foreign

* clear the GPH will only “request and

" recormnmend” the dehstmgot Sison from
. pines),” Bello said.

: the watch list. - : _
. He said the GPH peace panel wﬂl-

cite Sison's active participation in the

-ongoing peace process; an act that ne-
-gates. the charac!_:er_cf aiterronst wheni

: peace paniel will get from the US gov--

“has ‘4 new leader in President Donald

“Trump, who has struck warm and

cordial relations with Duterte in their
initial talks prior to the former’s inaugu-
ration as America’s 45th president.
»=The incumbent Labor secretary
also said both panels were hoping that
the meeting between Duterte and Sison

‘and October of st year R
- “H it was possible; we would realiy o

‘However; Bello refused to “specu~_'.._ o

** on the kind of response the GRP
1ppmes ? Beﬁo aﬂded i

“ernment, consadermg that the country e 5 »

wxil take place in the Phlhppmes

venue would already be in the Philip-

- And should that happen it wﬁl not
also be far-fetched that the next round

“of peace negotiations could_al_sq beheld

prefer thatthe tatks be held in the Phﬂ— :

Dehstmg eases: tens;on
News of the GPH peace panel’
offer to work for the delisting of Sison
eased grinding tension between the
two parties, Tuesday, as they scrambled

" to mend broken fences brought about

by an encounter between government
forces and New People’s Army (NPA)

_ o “CH Sison is delisted), he can joinus .
“tmst f}‘l’gaﬁma?ﬁﬂnw Beﬁﬂ miade it “}iﬁy’Whm‘E ifth&fb”ﬁam)él’ls. ngﬂfﬂ angT

* venue $a Philippines na (maybe the

rebels in Mainlala North Cotabato last..
Saturday The clash reportediy resulted
inthe death of eight soldiers and a com-

. munist insurgent. .

Accordmg to Bello, the GPH pane{

su“brmttea a draft 6fits proposed joint bi-
lateral-ceasefire agréement tothe NDF
in'a'special meeting it dsked Tuesday.
He also disclosed that the two par
ties have agreed to include the diseus-
sions ‘on‘the bilateral ceasefire agree-
ment. o’ Februaxy 22 to' 24 in Utrecht

gl ;
NDF eonsu!tants and other parhmpants

“tothe' ‘peace process; who are carrying:

-aliasesor assumed names, with a Dutch

- . bishop being tasked to hold the kev to
.- the safety deposit box: v

The bishop was the same caretaker
of a third key to a deposit box which
contained the list in 2001.

Bello said they are hoping that the
draft for the bilateral ceasefire agree-
ment would be initialed by the two
panelsin Uirecht, and this could later be

t%se focal pomt in the meetmg between
Duterte and Sison.” '

“The two principals may sxgn it
during the oceasion of their meeting.
That's the scenario we're thinking of,”
he added. -

Bello also stated that he believes the
NDF will continue to implement its own

- order of a unilateral ceasefire even after, o
= the’ wmmumst“group 5 peace panel- '?;he GPH submitted to the NDF-Tuesday
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that “they were leaving it to revolution-
ary forces on the ground to withdraw”
from the group’s self-imposed truce.

Ageaoili had said that ground forees
have grown impatient about the deliv-
ery of promised concessions from the
government, such as the release of 392
political prisoners, and have complained
of the growing presence of the military
in the counfryside.

“Hopefuﬂy, it will hold, otherwise
what is the idea of having unilateral
ceasefires,” he stressed. '

1fat all, Bello said “incidents like (the
Makilala encounter) underscore the need
for abilateral ceasefire agreement so that

- chairman Fidel Ageaoli said Monday -

“there will b Béﬁnition of terms” i

“Beeanse in the absence of any defi-
nition, you cannot complain. To whom
will you complain? You can agree on
what monitoring committee, or referee
would hendle complaints of violations,

he explained.

In fact, this was already included in the
draft of the proposed joint ceasefire that

" «Phe tact that (the NDF) agreedto

dlscuss (the joint ceasefire agreement)
is already a positive development in
the process, It is a move forward, kahit
wala pa yung (even if there is still no)
agreement,” Bello said.

Military backs peace process

Meanwhile; Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff General

Eduardo Afip yesterday denied NDF -
allegation$ that security forces rmght

be sabotaging the peace talks, .

Ano stressed that the 125,000-strong
military force continues to support the
peace process and hopes that a peace
agreement will soon be reached. (With
a report from Francis T. Wakefield)
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ilitary officers buck Medal of Valor

for

Awarding. the.Medal.of...

Valor to all 44 police comman-
dos killed in the encounter
with Muslim rebels in Mama-
_sapang, Maguindanae in 2015
would lessen the prestige of
the highest military award,
some military officers claimed
zosterday.

m militery

Do

. UTMOs! care in hand-
; "nr- R m' Femambers
SErVICes.

srie ar hMalaca-
rejazives
s (’: tx"l('

7 F\ T

a8,

¢ honor *:Aést:
p'a’ icemien by
shem as

n’i

4]
IMander-

grl\'mﬁ the Medal of \dim i{r

Ty
i

all the fglien 54AF 44,
not right. The Medai of Vajor is
oy awarded upon e recom-
mendation by awards board
forwarded for approval of the
AFT chief and the secretary ol
naiona: aelense 107 endorse-
ment 16 the President,” one of
the officers said.

n the Philippine National
Policy {PINF), the Meagad of Vai-
orisequivalent to the Medalva
ng Kagitingan.

H»Dré-i —o—theiseration- e hioaniong

The AFP and PNP clashed
over the raid, which the police
did not coordinate with the

military because the planners._.

feared the operation would be
compromised.

The SAF lamented the siow
AFP response to calls I the
tra ‘we-d COmmandos 10T reirn-
Cemeni
;;c}ee& aTE En
beneiiis and other
ro-

i

ke o

spedial
perks to indude moenthiy

numeration of F7E000 o oy
Of gwardves reguiar salatics

OF peTENs.

These 'u')t’\. al benoritss are
eiven 1o the immedisic famih
of the awardes 1f this is gives

pow““"mm v
Onee the Presicent ap-
proves ihe endorsement

the ’:-‘:"“C will then s
minos by

weayv ol thor

By JAWE LAUDE

v valor aw nrdges cmd

mm‘
civing the Medal of Valor or

‘Medal va ng Kagitingan te ali
the fallen SAF 44 is not i ahi.
~ With Cecille Suerte Peilpe

candidates fullv satisfies the
stringent criteria for the high-
est military award.

“Medal of Valor is not giver:
whojesale. It is a singudar act
of exceptional courage and
heroism above and bevond
the cail of dutv displavea
a soldier that sets him apar!
srom the rest of the troops,” the
otficial said,

He sand that in the AFD
history since 1is foundation
in 1935 there are oniy S0
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AFP denies

‘ceasefire”
“violations

. The Armed Forces of
the-Philippines (AFP) has
“-denied claims by.the.Na-.
“Yional Democratic Frormt -
-{NDF) that some soldiers’
aré violating the unilateral
o ceasefire deciaratxon of the
S government. -

AFP chief Gen: Eduardo ;
Afio said the reported clash
in Mekilala, North Cotabato
on jan. 21 was an “isolated
case.”

“The Army responded to
the call of the police to con-
fronta group of lawless men
who commandeered a fruck
of Santos Land Development
Co: with the intent to burn’

it ARo said...

“We are sincere in the
peace talks and we will con-
tinue to support the peace

- negotiations until lasting
peace is attained,” he said.

. Afio said soldiers belong-

_ing to the 39th Enfantry Bat-

"taizon Dmy e u pat- Lm.y "
clashed with New People’s
Army (NPA) rebeis when the
NDEF issued a statement.

He said the incident was
“unfortunate” even as he-
called on communist rebels
to find a peaceful solution to
the conflict.

The NDF should “restrain
- and control” the NPA from

committing criminal activi-

ties, Afio said.
~Michael Punongbayan

&
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BY VICTOR REYES

ARMED Forces chief Gen. Edu-"
“"ardo Afio told soldiers tovoluns

teerin the fight against the Abu
Sayyaf and other lawless groups
if they want to get 2 Medal of
Valor, the highest military deco-
ration in combat.

A Valor recipient receives
a lifetime P75,000 monthly
gratuity on top his salary or
pension. If the recipient dies,
the gratuity will be received
by the widow or widower.

There are 40 military persorn-
nel who have been awarded the
MOV, 17 of them still alive. Of
the living, six are still in the ac-
tive military service - Brig. Gen-
erals Noel Buan and Custodio

The Nalonal Newspapel

Parcon; Colonels Cirilito Sobe-
jana and Bartolome Bacarro; Lt.

Col. Herbert Dilag; and Capt.

“If you want a Medal for
valor and you need the op-
portunity to earn it, volunteer
and join the fight against the
Abu Szyyaf Group and other
terrorist groups,” Afio said dur-
ing last Tuesday’s visit to the
headquarters of the military’s
Western Mindanao Command
in Zamhoanga City.

Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief
of the AFP public affairs of-
fice, said Afio’s invitation
also serves as a challenge to
soldiers amid the campaign to
end the Abu Sayyaf, the Maute
Group and the Bangsamoro

Islamic Freedom Fighters in
six months.
Afio agked the soldiers “to

and AFP priority of ending the
menace the terror groups sow
in the hearts of our people.”

“We will not allow them foot-
hold here in the Philippines. ..
We cannot afford & protracted
war,” said Afo.

Asked why Afo needs to
invite soldiers to volunteer in
the fight when he can just as-
sign them, Arevalo said: “Yes,
he can indeed issue orders...
Just an order is sufficient. But
there is no gesture better than
volunteering in a worthy cause,
in wholeheartedly committing
oneself to a noble endeavor.”

- contributein thisnationaleffort oo
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aliongl Ruwapaper

Ano asks NDFP mmmm NPA

BY VICTOR REYES

ARMED Forces chief Gen. Edu-
ardo Afio yesterday asked the
National Democratic Front of
the Philippines to stop the New
People’s Army from committing
-atrocities to.prevent skirmishes.
between government troops
and the communist rebels.
Afio made the appeal after

NDFP chief negotiator Fidel

Agcacili accused the military of
violating the government truce
after Armny soldiers engaged NPA
rebels in g firefight in Makilala,
North Cotabato over the weekend.

Agcaoili has threatened to lift
the ceasefire the NDFP declared
five months because of the
fighting that left a rebel dead.

Afio denied Agcaoili’s allega-
tion the Armed Forces violated
the goverament truce, as he
said the soldiers were merely
responding to an atrocity com-
mitted by the NPA.

“The Army responded to the
call of PNP to confront a group
of lawless armed men who com-
mandeered the truck of S1LDC

(5antos Land Development
Corporation) with the intent to
burn it,” said Afio.

“The 39th IB (infantry bat-
talion) troopers were not even
sure if the perpetrators are NPA
until after the encounter and

the NDF-fssued-a-statemrernt;™

added Afio, referring to the
Agcaoili’s accusation,
Afio asked the NDFP to “re-

_strain and control the NPA to

stop committing criminal activi-
ties like extortion and arson.”
The government and the NDFP
have just concluded the third
round of peace talks in Rome,
The two sides agreed to
separately discuss the bilateral
ceasefire when the paneis meet
it February in the Netherlands.
The meeting for the bilateral
ceasefire will be held in Utrecht
on February 22 or 24, said govern-
ment chief peace negotiator and
Labor Secretary Silvestre Belle I
Belo said the Makilala incident
should push both panels to pues-
sue a bifateral ceasefire to direct
complaints on violations and
prompt fact-finding and investi-

gation by a third party monitor.

A bilateral ceasefire can be
reached and signed on or be-
fore the 4th round of negotia-
tions set in April in Oslo, Nos-
way according to both panels.

The two panels also agreed

recomimend to President Duterte

- the de-listing of Communist Party

of the Philippines founding chair
Jose Maria “Joma” Sison from the
list of international terrorists to
pave the way for his return to
the Philippines.

Duterte and Sison, who has
long been on self-exile in the
Netherlands, ecarlier agreed to
meet in any neutral Asian country
once the larter is de-listed from
the st of international terrorists.

Bello said there is basis for
the US to remove the CPP and
the NPA from the list since its
political umbrella, the NDE, and
Sison are now involved in peace
negotiations with the Philippine
government, If the de-listing hap-
pens, Bello said Sison can join
the panels it succeeding talks
anywhere outside Europe.
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attarked the' NPA! guer
fillas in the drea’:
" What happened :
-Makﬂala is an molatéd

“engoing peace talks
AFPchief Geéneral

- vardoAfib said there wa
ne triath’in the: a]legatmn
and the AFP ig’sincerely  confront a group of law-
supparhng the peace. ~less armed men who com--
falks. _ mandeered the truck of
“That's ot true\ :We_' SLDC with the infent to
are ‘sincere il .the peace
talks snd e sl coriting
ue to support the peace
negotiation until the pe
manent and long lasting
peace is attained,’ Afio

explainied, :
' Hesaid theArm}'n et -
+0-the area to respond to
the call of the Philippine
National Pulice .to.con=
front a group of lawlass;

“The allegation .waa

~thade by the NDF foligir A Truck to burmn it
ing an encounter in Mak - Afio said the respond—
ilala, North-Cotibats be ..mgsmldJers werenoteven .
tween governumerit forces *sure if the perpetrators

:were NPA unt! after the
“eneounter and the NDF
issued a staternent,

~and the rebels that result-
ed it the Xlling of one
rebel and recovery of

A iR the ALFP L}uef__

armed men who had tak« )

g i
" tivities like extortion and' X
“arson;” He Hdded: '

" The AFP chief said the .

.Mfaw and the PNP will

<ontinue to enforce the *

- Jaw and protect the peo-
 pleinthe rural communi- |
 tes despite the incident.
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The Philippines wants US Presiden!
Donald Trump te remove exiled leader of
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP}
Jose Maria Sison from its terrorist list 1o

‘erghle hir-10 come home for peace talls. .

governmen: negotiators said yesterday.

Communisi-led rebels have waged an in-
surgency against the government for nearh
Fve decades and at Jeast 40,000 people have
beon killed.

But talks on ending the war have heer
revived under President Duterte vwho came
to power last vear, calling for peace efforts
iny the intereste of economic development.

Sison, founder and leader of the CPI has
lived in the Netheriands for three decades
He war put on a US terrorist Jist in 200,

Phl seeks remaoval of Sison
from US terrorist list

which prevenis hum from: traveling,

Government chief peace negotiator Sil-
vestre Belle said Trump would be asked to
remove Sisor: from the list.
" The government_of the Philippines.
will recommend to the president the de-
listing, of Communist Party of the Philip-
pines founding chair Sison from the list
of infernational errorists to pave the way
for hiz Philippine homecoming without”
being arrested,” Bello and his team said in
& statement.

Thaterte and Sisor: have agreed 10 meat
i anv neutral Asian countm once: Sison has
neer removed from the st Bul Balic said
the talke could be held in the Philippines.

- Reuters, Rodel Clapang, Edith Regaiado
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IBIG bang sabihin nito
-ap-dulang-pecahg-inileang

e
budget na Pi37.2 bilyon
para sa  pagkilos ng
DEPARTMENT OF NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE para
maprotektahan dapat ang
brong teritoryo ng ating
bansa laban sa fahat ng vri |
ng kriminalidad, dahil na-
lulusutan pa-rin sila ng mga —— T
bandidong ABU.SAYVYAF : 1 : 3l
--kunggasnibase-ta naging: ks | sel
paghahayag Kemakailan i e e T
PHILIPPINE DEFENSE : m&& @3&?3& §§ :
- MINGSTER -+ DELFIN ooy MES GHEE WaRS S /sl BB B e
‘LORENZANA sa‘kaniyang'  na kabilanp ‘sa-7 .crew sa limubog na tugboat sa Southern =
- naging pananzlumpati sa - Philippines noofg June np nakaraang tabn ay fiapalaya
- SHANGRI-LA DIALOGUE - makaraang ‘mabigay ng ransem;#id P20 milyon-sa grupo =
SHERPA MEETING sa ' ng ABUSAYYAF na sinasabing nakipag-alyansa'nain sa
SINGAPORE . nitong - ISLAMIC STATE (ISIS) group.: el
January 23 ng kasaluku- . - May ulat din nitong nagdaang 1aon na ang nahostage - -
vang taon? - na NORWEGIAN ay napalaya makaraang mabigyan ng
Ang puwersa ng ating rassom moncy eng mga bandido na itc naman ay ikina-
mga kasundajuhan ay  kaila ng PHILIPPINE at NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT.
narivan ang PHILIPPINE isang katanungan dito ay paanong nakalulusot ang
ARMY, PHILIPPINE  ransom money moula sa negbigay ng ransom at kung sino
MARINES, PEILIPPINE  ang middle man o messenger o ang nagdaia ng ransom
AIRFORCE at ang PHI-  money papunta sa mga bandido? Kung pangkarapiwang
LIPPINE COAST GUARD  mamamayan lang ang gagaws nito ay hind] makakalusot
na kung magipging mas  sa mga awtoridad.., na ang tanging makagagawe lamang
aktibo sa kanilang mga niyan ay ang mga ‘experf’ mula sa mga government o
pagkilos, pagmamanman  yung mga pinagkakatiwalaan o nagsisilbing asset ng mga
at pagsusari sa buong ka-  law enforcers ang makagagawa.lang pare mailusot ang
paligiran @y hindi ma-. ransom money mula-sa-mga Xidnapper.... -
gagawang makalusot ng si- Hindi kavs ginagawang “milking cow’ ng mga umaak-
~nusabing nupakaliil -na-pu--tong negotiator zng pakekomisyon sa ransom money g
wersa ng ABU SYYAF sa  mga bandido.., hehehe e sensiya na po at minsan ay ganiyan
kanilang mga panghohos-  kelikot ang pananaw ng ARYA.., dahil kung tutuusin e
tage lalo na ng -mga mismong ang militer na rin ang nagsasabing maliit na
foreigner na kanilang pi-  grupo lang ang ABT! SAYYAF ¢ bakit hindi matiris? Marami
nagkakakitaan dahi] sa’ rin daw mga ordinaryong sibilyan ang madadamay kapag
ransom money. binomba ng militar ang kuta ng mga bandido... e nasaan na
Dagdag pa sa puwersang  mga modernong equipment at mga armas ng militar para
nagsisilbing bantay laban s mapuibos ang mga bandido sz ating bansa?
anumang uri ng mga kri- Kung sadyang sinsero ang ating mga law enforcers e
minalidad ay ang PHILIP-  wala dapat nakalulusot n2 mpa criminal syndicate.., pero_ -
CPINESNATIONAL: PO--namamayappap. pa'tinsang erimisalSyndisate sin Gng: dapates
LICE na ang pondong ini- - unahin ay ang paglansag-hang mpa crimisal syndicate ™
laan sa paturang ahensiva - mula mismo sa organisasvor ng mga law enforcers.,
para sa taong 2017 -ay  kung saan kahit sangkaterba na ang mga nagrerekiamo
P11G bilyon.., na halos laban sa ilang mgz negosyante ay walang aksivon ang
saanmang panig ng ating  gobyerno dahil ang mga involve ay mga malimpluwensiva
bansa ay may mga nakata-  sa ating gobyerno! KAILAN KAYA MATATAMASA NG
lagang pulis na magiging SAMBAYANAN ANG TUNAY NA KALAYAAN...
katuwang ng ating mgz ka-  KALAYAAN MULA SA MGA MAPAGSAMANTALA AT
sundaluban.., pero hakit MANUNUBANG PERSONALIDAD???
nakakalusol pa rin ang : e

;. pangho-hostage ng ABU Kung kayo po ay may suliranin 0 puna sa maling gawain ng
i SAYYAF ot nakakakuha pa  ifan nating mga government officials o anumang reaksiyon
sila ng ransom money? lalo na sa mga nababatikos ng ARYA ay bukas po ang espasyo

Nitong nakaraang De-  para sa inyong mge nais ipasbot.., mag-email famang po sa
cember, ang 2 Indenesian  arvakolum@vahoo.com o magtex sa 09334089050
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ByALEX MAGNO o

. The last straw, by Duterte’s account, was when '
; Aqumo asked a general what he would doif he were
“ini his situation. By that moment; it had become an

Mamasamm

. The ghosts from’a massacre -
_would notgo away, What happened
. inthatsmall vﬂlage two vears ago
- yemiains an open wound;_ Supenorj_
- niirnbers and superior arms wiped
out 44 of our best troopers. They |
“Uiwere sent to the jaws of death and' !
then abandoned. : 1
Theprevious admmlstratmn
_i:ned very hard to appease the troopers’ angry kin.
They were offered financial assistance and housing
units, Orphaned children were offered scholarships.
Former president Noynoy Aquino dragged himself to
make an appearance at the wake for the slain troop-
ers, there to come face to face with the cold gaze of
relatives and soldiers alike.

There is somethirig that ali the fmanmal assistance
offered could not buy, something that all the alligator
tears could not bring-closure to. It is an unquantlﬁable,
sometimes imponderablé, thing. Ttis called “justice.”

SAF 44 kin continue to nurse a feeling justice has
not been served. The full story has notbeen disclosed.

. Accountability has not been exacted. Responsibility
has not been pmned There can be no closure vet.

The sentiment appears to be shared by Pre51dent
Rodngc Duterte. Last Tuesday, the President con-
vened the relatives and addressed the massacre. He
announced the formation of a commission to reopen
the books on_this case. Neither the official version

..entirely.Academic queqtlon Most zf not all of the SAF
44 were aiready dead. . e
. The President asks’ some hard ques’aons th
um‘esolv ed despzte the prex ious reports on What hapv' !

' 'pened \ P
o Duter!:e describes: the Mamasapana tmission as a
”CIA opera‘a on.” This explains the presence ¢ of Amen«
: eratives in the (:mlty Whlle the raid

o _ﬁen%;skﬂled ended upmAmemca han
e cily what'}
' large réwatd money the USputup’ forMarW :
U Duterte questions: the decision’to deploy the SAF
_ Jnr;tead ot AFP combat Lnité o undertake the mission.
. This raission was undertaken in very hostile territory .
arid hostile terrain. The police were lightly armed,’
enjoyed no air and artillery cover and no proximate
quppor% units.
Tt is ironic that the mission was codenamed "Opian
Exodus.” The unit assigned o undertake the mission-
- was not able to exit the area. :
“While the carnage was in progress, Duterte faults
Aquino for listening fo his peace adviser instead
of the military. Ging Deles was apparently worried
-~ “about the implications for the peace talks of brmgmg
in the armed forces. This is the reason, he savs, why
the military was not quickly deployed to rescue the
pinned-down SAF unit.

‘This much was long-suspected but not fullv ad-
dressed by the Senate report. Aquiro, for his part,
denies he issued any stand-down orderto the military
units in the vicinity.

. The other lapses have been tackled. Aqm nn s deci-
.. sion to.allow then PNP chief Alai i '

“iesued by the previous administrafion nor the benate

report on the matterSufficiently tellsall. =~ -
_ By convening a high-level commission, compared
to the Agrava Comrnission that received testimony
about the-assassination of Senator Benigno Aquinoin
1983, Duterte basi Cally suggests a cover-up happened
This could have serious political repercussions.

Duterte proceeds from a special vantage point look-
ing at the events through that fateful day two vears
ago. He was coincidentally in Zamboanga City that
dav and was summoned by former president Novnoy
Aquino to the room from where they monitored the
carnage in progress.

Although excluded from the most secretive conver-
zations between Aquino and then DILG secretary Mar
Roxas, Duterte had the opportunity to closely observe

the behavior of the two. After some time observmg the-
indecisiveness of the duo, Duterte could not take any

more of it any longer. He asked Aquino to be excused.

“the operation despite being susp 2
was clearly wrong. On top of that, Aquino and Puri-
sima decided to keep the PNP leadership as well as
the AFP out of the loop. That was clearly disastrous. -

One phrase stands out from the testimomies we’
heard about what happened at Mamasapano: “time on
target.” What that meant, in plain language, was’ that
both the military units and police forces in the vicinity
of the mission were informed of what was going-on
only after the raiding team was deep into the badhr
conceived mission. :

“Time on target” puta spotlight on Gen. Punq;ma s
suspiciousness for his colleagues in the military:
Aquino, as commander in chief of both the police
and military, sheuld not have encouraged Purisima’s
attitude rowards his colleagues. Nor should have al-
lowed the inter-service distrust to shape the way the
dangerous operation was conceived.

1
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_ Buthe did. Some lLiability should accrue trom that.

Someright be content: fhe Mamasapano incident,.
initiallv described by Mar Roxas as a “mis-encounter”
“with MILF forces, merely underscores the utter in-
competence of the previous “administration. But there
- should be a price paid even by the incompetent..
Others take the lapses a Jot more seriously. The"

' former preadent, they think, lied to. his people by
: ' 1 _s‘a_u_nd m1scharacte_r1zmg his -

ed. _qumo contmue_ to
¢ about Mamasapano..
hat'

“the'dead troop'er 7

tall about “alternative tr iths”

. The, mholﬂ confused effort. 4t mischaracterizing

R ' -happem 4 arnounts to: betra*vai of puth frust: .

Aa there a need foria commussion tO reinvestigate

what happencd? There pmbabiv is, to aven the, mlth:

iteolf from being buried in the aftermatl: :
*
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ONLINE REWS
25 JANUARY 2017
'AFP sincere in talks, NDF should restrain NPA
From Rappler (Jan 25): "AFP sincere in talks, NDF should restrain NPA'

Armed Forces chief General Eduardo Afio says the North Cotabafoc encounter underscores the urgency fo s;gn
~a bifateral veasefire-agreement

e

ROAD TO PEACE. In this file photo, President Rodrigo Duterte talks to AFP chief General Eduardo Afio in
Malacafiang. File photo courtesy of Malacafiang

Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) chief General Eduarde Afo reiterated the sincerity of the
military in supporting the peace faiks with communist rebels as his afleged record of human rights
violations s raised,

The National Democratic Front (NDF), which represents the rebels in talks with the government.
accused soldiers of sabotaging the talks foliowing the death of a2 New Feople's Army (NFA)
combatant in a clash with the military over the weekend, the first firefight to disrupt a 5-month-old

ceasefire declared separatelv by both sides.

"“We are sincere in the peace ialks and we will continue 1o support the peace negotiation untii the permanent
and long-lasting peace is altained,” Afio told Rappler on Tuesday, January 24, when asked to comment on the
NDF statement.

The NDF said they've been observing simitar tactics against the communist rebels and palitical activists during
the Arroyo administration. The statement noted that the same people are at the helm, singling out Afie and
National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr. (READ: Rebel hunter Afo is new AFP chief)

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land,
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The government raised hopes the deal would be signed before the panels end their 3rd round of talks in Rome.

firefight, when the NPA itself issued a statement,

Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

The NDF threatened that the North Cotabato clash could be the "last straw” that will force the revolutionary
organization to withdraw its unilatera! indefinite ceasefire declaration.

‘Restrain the NPA'

Afo called on the NDF to restrain ifs combafants,

The AFP chief claimed the troops did not know they encountered communist rebels until after the

g 5

P ational Police)t
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HPA until after

it's a claim dismissed by the NDF, which maintained that the military operation in North Cotabato was meant to
hunt down the rebels.

Urgent: Bilateral ceasefire

Afio echoed government chief negotiator Silvesire Bello I i saving that the Incident underscores the
urgency of signing a bilateral ceasefire deal that will impose common rules for the military and the
WP A fo avoid misencounters.

"This is really unfortunate, but we [ask] the other side to work with us in finding the peaceful solution 10 this
conflict, the first step of which is forging a bilateral ceasefire agreement,” Afio saic.

But Bello acknowiedged in an inferview on Tuesday, January 24, that both sides now need more time.
"They have some strong positions, but they are open. In fact, they are talking of a possible initialing ~ instead
of signing — a bilateral ceasefire deal,” Bello said in an interview in Rome posted on the Facebook page of the

Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OFAPP)

hitp /www rappler.com/nation/159383-generai-ano-military-ndi-peace-talks
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ISAFP defends Marcelino against ilegal drug charges

volal S lmatie e e L L .. "

Wb Geendl N R OED

The camp of Marine Li. Col. Ferdinand Marcelino yesterday defended that he had been conducting intelligence
operations when he was caught with his Chinese companion, Yan Yi Shou in Manila last year.

Public Attorney’s Office Chief Persida Acosta proved Marcelino’s assertion of innocence by presenting a

_certification from Inteligence Setvice of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (ISAFP).

The cerfification signed by ISAFP Chief Brig. Gen. Ronalid Villanuevs confinms thet Marcsiino was conducting
surveiiance operafions against drug syrdicates when they were amested.

Acosta presented the certification to Judge Daniel Villanueva of Manila City Regional Trial Court, Branch 49,

” M.arceﬁn.é.ahd Shou were caught in & drug buy-bust operation by operatives of the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) and the Philippine National Police Anti-ilegal Drugs Group in Sta. Cruz, Manila.

www.dwdd .com
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FP20M ransom paid for Indonesians freed by Abu Sayyaf-
Lorenzana

From interAksyon (Jan 25): P20M ransom paid for indonesians freed by Abu Sayyaf- Lorenzana

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana addresses the Fullerton Forum at the Shangri-La Diafogue Sherpa Meeting,
organized by the International institute for Strategic Studies, in Singapors. {photo by Roslan Rahman, AFFP)

Befense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana admitied early this week that the companies which empl
freed indonesians had paid a ransom of P20 million [$400,000).

He did not identify the captives but the militarv said two Indonesian hostages were freed iast month by militants
from the Abu Sayyaf, which has pledged allegiance to the Islamic State group. The two were among seven
crewmen seized from a tugboat off the southemn Phifippines in June.

~Speakingat-a security-forum in Singapore Torarzana 5805 hostages are still being held by miiitanis in the southern
Philippines but urged that ne ransom be paid for their release.

He also said President Rodrigo Duterte has been under pressure to declare martial law in at least three southern
islands where jihadists operate, but he did not think there was & need,

Security anaivsts had said ransom had also heen naid for the release by the Abu Sayyaf last year of 5 Norwegian
hostage, aithough the Philippine and Norwegian governments denied it.

Lorenzana told the Fullerton Forum organized by the international Institute for Strategic Studies that the 25
kidnap victims are still being kept in Jolo, a stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf, which is known to behead its victime i

ransoms are not paid.

The group decapitated a Malaysian in 2015 and two Canadians Jast year.
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Lorenrana said the army's chief difficudt in benting the militants was the pressnce of civilians in comwmunities

where they pperate, mﬁwwwmmmmg

The government is trving o “convince the companies and the families not to pay ransomn because every time
they pay ransom they make the kKidnappers stronger,” he saig.

Lorenzana said the govemment's strategy against militants was 2 “holistic approach” — introducing development projecis
and providing “incentives for the peopie o go fishing rather than go kidnapping.”

He claimed many Filipinos wanted the president to declare martial law over Sauth Tawi Tawi, Jolo and Basilan islands.
- But this would be "very controversial" and Duterte was rof considering the idea.

htto:/rérww. interaksyon. com/ariicless 36515/p20mfransom-paid-for~éndonssians—freed~bv-abu-savvaf——lorenzana
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AFP {o acguire PHP23.7-M worth of spares, component for

unscheduled maintenance of FA-50PHs
From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 25); AFP fo acquire PHP23.7-M worth of spares, component for
unscheduied maintenance of FA-50PHs

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is allocating some PHP23,706.000 for the acguisifion of
spare parts and components needed for the unscheduled maintenance of one of its fourKorea =

Aerospace industries {(KAll-made FA-50PH "Fighting Eagle” jet fighters.

Pre-bid conference is scheduled on Jan. 26, 2t 8 am. at the Philippine Air Force Procurement Center
Conference Roon, Villamor Air Base. Pasay Cifv.

While bid opening is an Feh, 8, at 9 a.m. at the same venue.

The PAF cumently has four FA-50PHs In its inventory. Ancther eight are scheduled 1o be deliver this
vear and the next

The 12-plane order from KAl is worth PHP18.9 billion.

The FA-50PHs has a top speed of Mach 1.6 or one and a hatf times the speed of sound and is capabls of
being ftted girto-alr misslies, including the AIM-9 "Sidewinder”™ air-io-air and heast-sseking missiies aside fom
fight automatic cannons.

it will act as the country's interim fighter until the Philippines get enough experience of operating fast jet assets
and money to fund the acquisition of mere capable fighter aircraft.

The FA-50PH design is largely derived from the F-15 “Fighting Falcon®, and they have many similarities: use of
a single engine, speed, size, cost, and the range of weapons.

KAl's previous engineering experience in license-producing the KF- 16 was a starfing point for the development
of the FA-50PHSs.

The aircraft can carry twe plots in tandem ssating. The high-mounted canopy developed by Hanluk Fiber is
appfied with stretched acrylic, providing the piicts with good visibility, and has been tested fo vfier the canopy
with ballistic protection against four-pound objects impacting at 400 knots.

The altitude limit is 14,600 meters (48,000 feet), and airframe is designed to last 8,000 hours of service.

There are seven internal fuel tanks with capacity of 2,855 liters (701 US galions), five in the fuselage and two
in the wings.

An additional 1,710 liters (452 US gallons) of fuel can be caried in the three external fuel tanks.

Trainer varianis have a paint scheme of white and red, and aerobatic variants white, black, and yellow.
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The FA-50PHSs uses & single General Eleciric F404-102 turbofan engine license-produced by Samsung

Techwin, upgraded with & full authority digital engine control system jointly developad by General Blecitic and
KAL

The engine consists of three-staged fans, seven axial stage arrangement, and an afterburner.

fts engine produces a maximum of 78.7 kN (17,700 Ibf) of thrust with afterburner.
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