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PH economy
in Asia

6.8% full-year grgw_th tops China’s 6.7%,
Vietnam’s 6.2%

";?.
m
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|7 he Philippine economy became

i “the fastest in Asia despite slow-

er expansicn pace in the final

-t three months of the year, the

National Economic and Development
Autherity (NEDA) said »esterday -

The country s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP} grew by 4. perzent in Oc-
tober to December, slower compared
with 7.0 percent in the previous quarter,
and 6.9 percent in the first-semesterin

- T 7016, data from the Phlhpplne Statistics
Authority showed.

.The fourth-quarter GDP brought
the country’s full-year economic growth
to 6.8 percent, the fastest since 2013, and
placing at the higher-end of -
the guovernment’s 6.0 percent >8
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'PH economy 1

i {0 7.0 percent target range .
¢ - = The full-yvear expansion of China
18 6.7 percent, while Vietnam’s is 6.2
Pgreent‘ = : o o —
According to Socioeconomie Plan-
ning Secretary Ernesto M. Pernia, the
growth was driven by higher mmvest-
ment and consumer spending, while
the slowdown was due to the transition
of government. ‘
% i . Pernia also said investors adopted
. & “wait-and-sce” attitude during the
!". October to December period, noting

i “last quarter growth of an election year

' 15 usually slower than the first half »

. .~ Still, Pernia said the countrv’s ex-
pansion last year was a testament that
the economy remained robust and 1s
growing at a healthy and steady pdce.

The 2016 growth also brought the
country’s seven-year moving average
of real GIYP growth rate to 6.3 percent.

eads...

<1

" Presidential spokesman Ernesto

. Abella welcomed the country’s strong

. GDP growth and voiced confidence this
could be sustained “in the long ran.” -

“The last quarter of an election year

- is usually weak with the government

transition. However, in our case, it has

* actually mmproved,” Abella said m a

. Palace news conference -

ST L

w<-+ The latest economic figure is “a

« testament that our economy remams

* robust and is growing at a healihy and

steady rate,” Abella added. .- .

.. “Qverall, we believe that the target

of 6.3. 7.5 for 2017 is highly iikelv and
that our strong economic performance
18 likely io be sustainable i the long
run,” he said BRE :
For this year and beyond, Pernia
is confident that the economy will con-
tiue to grow at a robust pace, noting
“the 6.5 to 7.5 percent target For this
year] is highly likely. After 2017, we

expect growth to expand further by 7
to 8 percent.” B T 7

He identified risks to the country’s
growth, including typhoons and ex-
treme weather events like poliey shifts
overseas, especially in the United
State.& - e — s—— T

Under the Duterte admnistration
plan, the government seeks to grow the
economy by 50 percent in real terms
during its six years m office to Itff 31x
million people from poverty and bring
the Philippines to upper nuddle income
status. I o

- Main economic drivers

National Statistician Lisa Grace
S. Bersales said that manufacturing,
trade. and real estate, renting and busi-
ness activities were the main drivers of
growth for the fourth quarter

The industry sector was the fastest
at 7.6 percent, up from the 6.5 percent
in the fourth quart of 2015, but ser-
vices decelerated to 74 percent from
7.8 percent. = W R

On the other hand, agriculture

the highest since 1978.

ment of the 6.8 percent full-year GDP
growth.

. The peso opened quietly enough at
P49.65.$1 versus Wednesday’s closing
of £49.81.

-+ Tetangeo said the GDP numbers
were m line with market expectations.
But he said “market reaction in the
spot foreign exchange has so far been
3 _mutEda” T i

- He also noted that domestic demand
remams “robust” and the government’s
“thrust on infrastructure spending
should provide a solid base for the
-economy te meet the 2017 growth tar-
get” of 6.5.percent to 7.5 percent,

“The inflation outlook also remains
manageable (so) there is no real press-
ing need to deviate from current stance
of monetary policy,” added Tetangro.
“That said, we continue to monitor
external developments that may affect
our growth dynamics and financial
markets. We will adjust policy levers
as and when necessary.” (With reports
from Lee C. Chipongian and Genalyn
D Kabiling)

maintained a negative trajectory, falling
by 1.1 percent from a 0.2 percent drop

Meanwhile, Pernia said the govern-
ment saw a significant jump in visa ap-
plication at the Philippine embassy in

China, noting the number of applicants
tripled following President Duterte’s
friendlier policy with Beijing.

“Chinese tourists are going tn be
coming in droves,” Pernia said, -

= ~ | “Pernia said tourism would also get
~ & boost from the country’s hosting of
the 65th Miss Universe pageant and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
meetings,

The Department of Tourism re-
corded 5.4 million international arrivals
from January to November last year,
up by 12 percent from the comparable
period in 2015, Visitor receipts grew 3.24
percent to #211 billion. -

Peso has ‘muted’ reaction

Meanwhile, Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) Governor Amando M.
Tetangco Jr. nofed the subdued open-
ing trade of the peso-US dollar market
following the government’s announce-
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Lac video

shows ‘tokhan
for ransom’

By MARVIN SY and EDU PUNAY |

Dressed in civilian clothes, the po-
licemen entered an office and planted
illegal drugs in the desk drawers of em-

. ployees. Then a “raiding team” came in.

The scenes were from a series of closed-
circuit television (CCTV} footage that Sen.
‘Panfilo Lacson showed as an example of
how some pnhc,emen were engaging in
“tokhang for ransom” or extortion cases
under the guse of the war against drugs.
Atthe Supreme Court vesterday, a survi-
vor and the families of four drug suspects

e —— falled in a drup Gperation in Tayatas, Qué-"~ )
— zon City in August last year sought a writ R
of amparo and temporary protection order
" (TPO) preventing police officers from enter-
ng their area.
A writ of amparo 15 a remedy available
to any person whose right to life, liberty
and security is violated or threatened with
violation by an unlawful act or omission of
a public official or employee, or of a private

individual o1 entitw.
Turn to Page 12

/
\
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Lacson
From Page1

Lacson said the incident cap-
tured on CCTV took place o
Oct 26, 2016 at a location hé
declined to disclose in public
because the victims wete afrand
to report the matter.

In one of the clips, a man
carrying a backpack was seen
enteIing the office and planting
what Tacson said was “shabu”
in the drawers of the employees

" Shortly after, the “raiding
team” came 1n, causing a com-
motion among the employees

“ Two other clips showed the

suspects hitting some of the
employees. -
The final clip showed the
suspects rounding up the em-
ployees inside a small room.
Lacson said the suspects
even stole various items worth
P7 million and then asked the
owner of the business to.cough
up another P2 million.
-~ “These are SOTG -Special
Operations Task Group. There
are officers here and not just
PNCOs (police non-comumds-
sioned officers),” Lacson said
. “They (victims) are so
scared that they don’t want to
compilain. Trust is something
you should earn. It cannot be

demanded. You cannot just

tell the victims to report (the
incident).You should show
them that you are able to ad-
dress their problems. Kakalat
“yan e1,” Lacson said. g

He said there were more ex-
tortion cases involving mem-
bers of the PNP and he could
prove them.

= and

Lacson, chairman of the Sen-

the footage during an inquiry
into the kidnap-slay of Korean
usinessman Jee Ick-joo.

The Korean is believed to
_have been a “tokhang for
‘ ransom” victim as policemen

allegedly demanded money
from his family to avoid get-
ting charged for illegal drugs.
~ Lacson sad the case of Jee,
which started as an extortion
attempt and ended with his
murder, was unprecedented.

He said there were other

cases that were similar in
nafure but did not lead to the
deaths of the vichms.
. The Movement for the Res-
toration of Peace and Order
head Teresita Ang See told
Lacson there were at least 12
cases involving rogue police-
men, whose vichms were all
from mainland China.

Lacson detailed two of the
cases, one which took place
on Oct. 24, 2016 where the vic-
Hm was taken from his home
and brought to Pasay City by
armed policemen.

’[hepolieemenasked't}le wife
of the vichm for P500,000 but
because she could only produce
P200,000, they charged him with
violation of Republic Act 9165
and held hum without bail.

old Chinese nationaﬁ v;ho V\(aits
idnapped by eight heavily
lailﬂnedpr%embers of the PNP.

A total of P3 million ransom
was demanded by the suspects,
P1 milkion of whichwas paid by
the victim’s brother who flew in
from China with the cash.

Despite the payoff, Lacson
said the victim was charged
with an undisclosed case.

" Lacson said the victims
were reluctant to come for-
ward out of fear of reprisal

from the police.

5

- Agiother case involvedacer-
tain Xiao'Xin Min, a 46-year-

“] said trust must be re-
stored first There was a time
the Filipino-Chinese com-
munity, they were reporting
kidnapping cases But now
‘we don't have this anymore.

' S0 we need to restcre trust

before we can solve this issue,”
Lacson said .

He said that administrative
cases could be pursued but
without any complainants, no
criminal case can proceed.

Lacson told PNP chief Di-
rector General Renald dela
Rosa that it would take time
to earn the trust of the avil-
1an pepulace, especially the
vichms, and s0 he and his men
would have to be proactive in
dealing with these cases..

“Find conduits, hanap kayo
ng padrino, how do you con-
vince them to complain and

solve it? That’s the only time
that you will earn the trust.
of the people to voluntarily
complain because something
is being done. But once they do
not see any results, they really
won't trust you,” he said.

Lacson said the police force
was being ruined by these
incidents.

He said the Jee case was
indeed tragic and unfortunate,

but enough for the pelice torce
to lose public trust and respect.

~ “Amid-these appalling cir=
cumstances. we must ask onr-
selves: do our men 1n uuform

live by the honor and pride of
their police badges.and outfits?

Or should our people live in
horror and fear, unsure of their
safetv, at the sight of police

officers 1n their neighborhood

dnd even in their homes?”

Lacson said.
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‘sc asked: Stop
Oplan Tolchang'
In the first case to challenge
the so-called “Oplan Tokhang”
after seven months of the
Duterte administratior, peti-
tioners led by Efren Morillo,

the survivor in the operation
who 15 set to testifv in the
murder and frustrated murder
charges against police ffimals,
alsn sought issuance o 4 temn-
porary restraining order (TRO)
stopping the implementation
of the anti-illegal drug opera-
tions of the police station cov-
ermng their barangav =~
They likewise asked th
high court to direct the PNP tc
produce and allow inspeciion
and reproduction of intelh-
gence and surveillance reports.
police blotters, coordinatiun,
video and all other official and

unoffical documents involv-
ing poliice operations con-
duced on Aug. 21, 2016

The petition was filed a day
after Chief Justice Ma. Lotades
Sereno revealed that the per-
ception of the rule of law m
the country had dim:mshad
due to unresclved killings of
drug suspects.

Pehdoners said they sought
relief from the SC to prevent fur-
ther viclation of their constitu-

tiona! and human rights ro lle, _

liberty and security. g
- -Morilhrwas jored by the
families of slain drug suspects
Marcelo Daa Jr, Raffy Cabn.
Anthony Comendo ard Jes-
sie Cule in filing the pebiion
through the legal assistance

of the Center for [nternatonal
Law (CIL). '
Namied respondents in the
etition were Dela Rosa, Jue-
zon City Police District direc-
tor Senior Supt. Guillermo
Eleazar, QUPD Poiice Station
6 commander Supt. Lito Patav

and several other policemen, - ‘

namely Senior Insp- Emil Gar-
cia, Police Officer 3 Allan Fer-
milleza, POs 1 James Aggarao
and Melchor Navisaga.

officials.

The 28-year-old vegetable
vendor also cited the filing of
chargss of direct assault-upon
agents of persons in authionty
against him, whicl: he insisted
were trumped up allegations
and clearly part of persecution
by the perpetrators.

“The other petitioners suf-
fer the same viclation of their
right to life, liberty and sect-
rity. Thew are terrified for their
owi: lives and the lives of thair
family members, relatives and
loved ones because the perpe-
trators Leep returning to in-
timidate and harass them into
silence,” the pention stressed.

“They are violated in their

own homes because the per-

petrators kreely barge in. They
could not gn to work because
they ar~ afraid to leave their

_children alone in their houses.

"Their lives are at a standsifil,”

petiticners alieged.
Petitioners further pointed
out thai the pelicemen in the
actual operation — Garcia, For-
milleze, Acgarao and Navisa-
ga —vrere membess of a pelice
community precinct (PCP) that
did noi have eperational juris-
diction in Barangay Pavatas.
They alleged t.:at the police-
men hid this fact by fabricating

dezth certificates of fie lour
slain suspects shotving that ihe
incident took place in ancther
barangay undor their T'CP's

,f'."rr‘,k_ - A s
. fep ¢

it
i

tr

E

' died after ‘hey allegadly &
" fought the arresting officers.

“As T have said, 1 w1l not
defend the wrongduings ot po-
licemen,” the PNP chiei said

. He stressed not all anii-drig
operativne were the same as
that of SPO3 Ricky Sta Tsalel's
case mvolving Jee. - -

- Dela Rusa said Jee's kignap-
ping and subsequeni Jalling
night inside PivlP headquarers
Quezorn: Crty was anisnlated case.

Elearzar said they would
reopen the mvesiigaton acd
coordinate with the PNF-
Internal Affairs Service (TAS:
on the case and would abide
by whatever the deasion of the
SC would be. =% S

The Q21 chief did net
defend the operatives b smd
he was wnclined to beheve e
vetarity of che report made b
his men on *what transpired
that day.

“Al of these could oe sub-
jfectad to invastiatwmn 1 was
not there,. The presumprion
of regularity in operatons 15
there wudess .. here 15 =vi-
dence rthat there is something
wiong with it), then twilinat
be tolerated. Thacis our official
line,” e added. =

Oificipl police records
showed the fovr named opera-
tivae were conduchng Orlan
Tokhang in the resideice of
Daa when the shootour exsued
at sl nan. o

Pclice said the susp=cte
opened fire wwhen they noticed
the presence o1 operatives in

'

R R -5 o i P .
wrreel Longh DDOL Lone

[y

Howevar, there vwas a dis-
crepency in terms of the place
of occurrencs, as the pelics
said the shootout cnsuzd at
Group 2, Area B ir. Bareas gav
Bagong Silangern bui i alse
said in the same repurr that
the encounter happened at
Daa’s residence in. Barangay
Pay atas B. :

The QCPD Tater revised thic
uitial report ard said thot the
residence of Daa was actually
in Bagong Stlavuzar:.

Still, both harange s are
under the jutisdicnon of Lhe
Batasan Foi.ce Ftation 0 of e
QCED

Eiear» raigad the ores
i thar the cparady
actually not onerating under
Oulan Texheng but wess crm-
dueting regwlar police opera-
tions at the Hme,

- Aith Emranue’ Tupas,
Romina Tabrera, Pheodin:
Villaruera. £lenis Tomom

iurisdicttorr - T — g

The ~ictims, according to
CIL izwyers, were garbage
collectors and scavengers in
the dumpsite.

The CIL added in a state-
ment they were preparing a
‘more <o prehensive petition
to cover the nationwide szope
of Oplan Tokhang.

Dela Rosa challenged

" the pztitioners to prove in

court the four people who

~were killed in that police

.operation ware not drug

nersonalitiss.

the area, which led o their
nevtralization.

The firth suspect. Morilln,
was able tu 2scape and seek
medical assistanc at a hospifal
in Montalbar where he was
grenmuellr asrested and trans-
ferred to Ecst Avenue Heical
Center.

The aileged drug suspects

In filing the ampa:c petition,
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7 troopers hurt in clash
:With mayor’s followers

ool By JOHN UNSON -~ -
MAGUINDANAO - Magiindanac, a «hoﬂ: s

Sever soldiers were wound-
ad yesterday 1 & arafipht
with the group of a fugrirve
wayor nclided 1in Presi-
dent Duterte’s Lst of narco
paliticianis in Ampatuan
town m Maguindanao

SeruorSupt Agustir: Telle,
Magrundanao’s provinciai
pohce decwer, confirraed 0
The STAR that seven Army
menr who helped search for
Ampatuan Mavor Hasul
Semgka i the hinterlands
uf Barangay Salmarn were
wornded m the dash.

The harangay 1+ 1n the
scithwestern part of Am
ravaarn, second district or

tance frorn the scena of the
Wov: 23, 2000 Maginndanao
rnassacre :

Hostilizes «n Barangay
Sabinan erupted when {cl-
lowers of bangki, armed
with M-14 and M-16 assault
rifies and 40-muliimeler
srenade launchers, opered
fre at oodbened Crmine?
In*.resagurmn and iDetec
Lo Group men and Army
irnopers who encivcled their
hsdenut to sarve a warrant
of arrast

Four of Sangki's follow-
ers were lalled whale three
orthers wer=-wounded 1 the
£nsuing encourer

i
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Fighting erupts as CIDG, Army serve search
warrants against Maguindanao town mayor

Philippine News Agency

AMPATUAN, Maguindanao ~ Firefight erupted early Thursday in the mountain areas of Ampatuan,
Maguindanao while government forces were serving search warrants against a town mayor and several others,

police and military officials said.

Superintendent Jimmy Daza, chief of Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG-ARMM), joint police
and military forces were serving warrants of arrest against suspected ilegal drug personalities in the mountains
of Barangay Saniag, Amptauan in Maguindanao.

"The operation is still on-going," Daza said in a phone interview.

Senior Supt. Agustin Tello, Maguindanao police provincial director said that included in the search warrant is
Mayor Rasul Sangki of Ampatuan, Maguindanao who was named by President Duterte in August last year as
among the narco-politicians in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM),

Sangki, along with other local executives, denied he is into illegal drugs.

At least four armed men were killed and three others injured when they resisted the serving of search warrants
issued by a local court.

"he Army's Bth Infantry Division provided air support through its Huey hetlicopters and MG-520 atiack
‘1elicopters to ground troops.

several families from the Indigenous Peoples have fied to safer grounds, disaster officials said.

Jaza-vowed to-provide more-details of the-anti-drug operatiorronce report is complatad.

.
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Ex-soldier, teacher Kkilled in altercation

(The Philippine Star) - January 26, 2017 - 12:00am

LEGAZPI CITY, Philippines — A retired soldier and a teacher were killed after an altercation in Guinobatan,
Albay on Tussday night.

The fatalities were identified as former Army soidier Apollo Pallan, 58, and Reynato Nares of the Quitago
Elementary School.

Initial investgation showed Nares stabbed Pallan as he was going home. Although wounded, Pallan managed
io run to his house to get his gun and shot Nares.

The two men were pronounced dead on arrival at the JB Duran Memorial District Hospital.

Prior to the incident, Pallan reportedly confronted Nares regarding motorcycle-riding men coming fo the
teacher’s house even during the wee hours of the morming.

Police said Nares was on the drug watchlist, but refused to surrender. — Francis Elevado, Celso Amo, Cet

Dernatera

{
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Devotees reach out to touch the Image of Saint Sebastian while it is being returned to the Lumban Church in Laguna province after
afluvial procession. —CHRIS QUINTANA/CONTRIBUTOR '

-
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AFP eyes buying China’s bendable rifles

The Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) is now looking at buying special-
ized weapons from China, including
bendable rifles that can shoot around
corners and small remote-controlled

By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

tank-like vehicles that can approach and
detonate bombs.
Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana,
speaking to reporters in a press brief-
ing at Camp Agui-
naldo yesterday,
appeared quite ex-
cggd atthe thought
of acquiring for the
AFP such advanced
weapons that are
usually seen only
in science fiction
movies and video
games.
China has given
the Philiprines a
$14-million grant
to purchase new
equipment for the
country’s military.

“Wea should be wise in ruring the equip-

ment e need. It should last long, has good
quality and would suit the neads ot our
peaple on the ground because President
(Duterte} alsc reminded me ic involve the
people who will actuzl» us: theequipment.
We cannotjust buy the equipment and ram
them doven their throat and telt them to use

-——————Jered-usalotof things=—ships, submarines;

Lorenzana said the Deparanent of Na-
tional Defense has submitted a list of some
items to procure, induding fast boats that
can be used against the abu Sayvaf group
and drones thatcan be used by tactcal units.

But he appears more excited at the
thought of buying bendable long firearms
that can shoot around corners without
exposing the shiooter. ‘

"The rifle that can be bended so the
shooter’s head would not be exposed, the
one with a.sereen here and looks like this,”

-‘Lozenzana, a retived military general, said
while describmgthe tactical firearm that can
be used in hostage situations. “We're rying
to get some of those. Maybe it will be very
usaful to us In our urban warfare against the
terrorists. e can use those in ietro Marla.”

Lorenzana is also =xcited at the thought
of buying an anti-bomb tenk-like, un-
manned armored vehicle for the AFP.

“1¥e do not have that vet. Some coun-
iries in ihe Asian region had that in the
past 10 vears, we don’t. Tve st let our
pegr;sle go near bombs,” he said.

The $id-million gran frem Chine, rough-
Iy P720 million, is not muchi bai is there for
the taxing with no strings attachec “so we
might as well take advantage.” he udded.

Apart from the specialized equipment
from Ching, Lorenzana said the Philipines
wouid also be buying weapons o Russia,
including the spedalized sniver rifles.

“The Russian defense minisiry has of-

aircraft and helicopters. Wa will lool: into

- thisevenifthevdontlikeit” he added

it

IZE DF THE ARRY CHIT

Lorenzana saic Russia nas offered to
sell submarines but the govornment is stil
deciding if the country r=ally needs such
materiel, instead of jus. buying for the
sake of telling the viorid that the Philin-
pines has.a submarine. ‘

But he said the defence department
is evaluating Russia‘s offer to sell scme
advanced diesel-electric submarines to
determine if these are essential for AFP
modernization and if the country can af-
ford to acquire and mainicin the materiel.

The Philippines is the only country irt
the region that has no submarine fleet.
Vietnam, Malaysiz, Indonesia and Thai-
land have their owrL

The acquisition of e diesel-electric

class submarines was proposed under .

17 ki

Horizon 11 of the AFP modernizehion -

program. The Philippine Navy has also

thatbecause we should buy in accerdance
with our modernization plan. I tolc our
people in charge with moaernization to
buy smart,” the defense chief said.
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US

‘Lorenzana: US
to build facilitzes

The military alliance be-
tween the Philippines and
the US remains strong, with
the Pentagon indicating 1t
will soon start constructing
some facilities on three key
rnilitary air bases in the cour-
try, Defense Sewetary Delfin
| Lorenzatia said )

In a forum at Camp Apuw-
naldo yesterday, Lorenzana
said the facilities would be

| built at Lumbia Air Base in
| Cagayan de Oro City, Basa
Adr Base in Flordablanca,
Pampanga and Bautista Air

Base in Puerto Primcesa Crty,

Falawan.

Although Precident

| Duterte remains criticai of

| the US, he 15 aware of the
I'entagon plans and has de-

| clared that he would honor

| a1} agreements-entered-into
by the previous administra~
tion, including the enhanced
defense cooperation agree-
ment (EDCA). -

- Under EDCA, the US mal-

jtary is allowed to set up

~ in Phl air

bases

" By JAIME LAUDE

certain facilities within key
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines facilities around tE}:e
country..

“EDCA is still on and ac-
cording to Pentagon they will
sta1t construction of sume
facilities on EDCA-chosen
camps,” Lorenzana said.

Duterte’s criticisms earlier
led to the scrapping of the
joint PHIBLEX (Amphibi-
ous Landing Exercises) and
CARAT (Cocperation Afloat
Readiness Training).

- Lorenzana explamned that

the forthcoming US militarv
construction activiiies are in
accordance with EDCA pro-
visions forged in accordance
with the Mutual Defense Trea-
ty (MDT).

The facilities, when fin-

+4ghed:-would accommodate

U7S servicemen nn deplovment
n the country. ‘

Lorenzana said the US is
also expected to upgrade the
airfields of the three air
bases.

I5
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EDCA still in effect: US set fo b
s, - facilities in 3 RP bases

facilities in ai least three military
bases this year in acenrdance with
the Enhanced Defense
~ Cooperation

Agreameant
. (EDCA)
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By Mario J. Mallari rerca  raid e eonaoverstal

‘ B militar - deal, tigu+? Juring the

~ The United States military is adniristisiicns of former
expected to start construction of.  Presideni Bemitne Aquine 2nd

‘@ US Teaid of Mack Obama,
18 still nn,

“ELI:CA i wiill on, and
accerding to the Fentagom (U8
Depariment of Nefense), they

- will start u-mhmmg LA

Defense dee-  facuities inihie BDRCachoser
retary Neliin  eamp=s - Tasa ALl Dase
Lorenzana yos iter & page ¥

From page 1 |
{Pampanga), Bautista Air Base in

| (Cagayan de Oro)," the added.
. “Ithink the first bamp that they
will develop these facilities is in
Basa,” he stresscd.

"The defense agreement with the
US was put furward: by the former
Obama administration as part of its
pivot to Asia which, programmed a
stronger presence of American forces
in the Asia-Pacific regmn -apparently
to address growing Ghinese military
influence in the region. . -

The Philippines entered into the
agreement amid ‘the' incursions of

the Climese mﬂunT!:s -200-mautical
miles exclusive emrmrmc zong in the
South China Ses. Buijing had built
structures on seven 4rt.1ﬁclal reers in
the disputed territory. -

Manila even filed a formal
complaint against China and
subsequently. won a ruling by the

United Nations Pe ent Court of
Arbitration last
Lorenzana said Premdent Rodrigo

Duterte, who had threatened to scrap
the deal, is awamofthe plans, “What
he said was, ‘We will honor all
agreements that were entered into
by the previous govemment So it's
olay with him.” .

Tnder the Duterte administration,

the Defense chief stressed the focus
of cooperation had shifted to

DBy

iz AL ‘.:3.: ! !
. I humanitarian assistance and counter-
1 terrorism, among others.

2T thimls #1n anmarota what tha

.
]

Palawan and L.urphm Arnort

~by the- SupremeCourt; ;—g0--the

Americans since we are still
military a.lhes, and we'll just see,
we'll see,” Lorenzana said. 2

He added possible faclities that
the Americans will set up are nUIways,
buildings for their troops and storage
areas for their equipment.

While construction is expected this
year, Lorenzana could not give an
exact date on the start of the
construction as it is dependent on the
1S budgetary allocations.

“We don’t know: it depends on
the US because they couldn’t
appropriate (money) allegedly.
That's what they told us last year.
they couldn’t appropriate money
antil the issue of EDCA is ruled

Supreme Court ruled last year..
and it took them so many mornths
antil October last vear, also for the
funding to be approved he said.

But there’s already a “go signal”
for this year, according to the Defense
chief.

Mea.r[whﬂe, Lorenzana said he
would sign military agreements with
Russia when he accompanies
Duterte in his visit to Moscow in
April this year.

“One of the things that we will
do... we hope to sign MoU
(memorandum of understanding). & .
is a military-to-military engagement '
with the Russians that will allow

visitations, observations. Visitation
of troops and maybe, ships coming

Local T285, 5288

here,” he added.
“They could observe our exercises,
we eanld alan ohserve their exercises



Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

i : 5 M 5285, 5295
OFFICE OF THE AR“Y CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmait.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555Loca

7] sanuary 2017

Malaya

; the Wationel Newspeper

Page: 9 L

US stand on China worries Lorenzana

DEFENSE Secretary Delfin
yesterday Lorenzana said he
is concerned about the pro-
nouncement of the Trump
administration that the US will
prevent China from taking
over territory in international
waters in the South China Sea.

He said the Philippites might
be “caught in the middle.”

“In the first place, they (Chi-
nese) are already there. How
can they (Americans) prevent
them from going there since
they (Chinese) are already
there,” he said.

On Monday, White House
spokesman Sean Spicer said the
Trump administration is going
to make sure that US interests in
the disputed area is protected.
He szid the US will defend inter-
national territories from being

taken over by the one country.
Edrlier, Secretary of State nomi-
nee Rex Tilierson said China
should not be allowed access
to islands it has built in the con-
tested South China Sea

The Department of Foreign
Affairs said it will seek clarifica-
tion on the statements before
making any move.

“Naghihintay kami ng mas mali-
wanag na posisyon, how they
will implement it. Wil be wait-
ing for their clarification bago
tayo magsabi ng definite terms
ano nag susunod nating gagawin.
Dapat pang linawin kung paano
ito gagawin ng US,” DFA spokes-
man Charles Jose said.

China is occupying several ar-
eas in the South China, includ-
ing newly land-reclaimed reefs.
The Philippine government

o

t
1

recently sent a note verbale
to China for installing weapon
systems on these reefs, .

China claims almost the en-
tire South China Sea through
which some $5 trillion irf
goods pass every year, Other
claimants aside from the Phil-
ippines are Vietnam, Malaysia,
Brunei and Taiwan.

Lorenzana said the National
Security Council will have tg
discuss the issue if and when
the Americans implement -the
pronouncement. “We will re:
act accordingly when the time
comes, when they start to do
that,” he said,

Nevertheless, he said that Phil-
ippine government will iry to
maintain its “neutrality” in deal-
ing with the US and China, -
Victor Reyes and Ashzel Hachero
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CENTURIES-OLD TRADITION
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BE READY TO GET WET [N THIS LAGUXA TOWN FEST N HONGR OF PATAON
SAINT OF COPS, SOLDIERS

By Kimmy Baraoidan
@KBarzoidanING

LUMBAN, . LAGUNA—Every
year, on the eve of the town fi-
esta on Jan 20, residents of this
laid-back’ town m Laguna
province honor their patron
sant, Sebastian jbe Martyr,

through a procession along the

Pagsanjan River

After the afternoon Mass at
San Sebastian Chapel, towns-
folk carmy the statue of Saiut Se-
bastian dewn to the Pagsanjan
River where an ornaie boat
awaits. The statue is placed on
the boat, with some devotees
boarding the vessel
- The boat navigates the river
until it reaches the edge of
town, whers the statue is un-
loaded anc carried to the parish
church i

Locals douse the statue and
themselves with water the
whole time—frnm the chapel
to the river and from the river
to the church. Some use & tabo
{dipper), and others pzils, while

* Spanish-era beginnings

For the procession this year,
policemen, inst=ad of devotees,
were tasked to carry the statne
of Saint Sebastian, the patron
sawt of athletes, soldiers and

policemen T - T
. Toward the end of the pro-

cession, water coming fiom a
fire wuck rained down on the
tpwnspeople,

Lumban’s original patton

Sszint was Saint Francis 5f Assisi,
The town’s nrnsh church was

the first stone church built out-
side Manila by Franciscan mis-
sionaries in the 1570s, said Mel
Anthony Liboon, vice president
for ministrv of the Parish Pas-
toral Council,

Legend has it thata statue of
Saint Sebastiann was wached
ashore and was found on the
riverbanks of Limbzan. Its

-

source was_traced to mear.

children ready their plastic wa-
ter guns

© Afav residents outside their
homes even splash water on
passersby. fassing vehicles are
not safe from water splashing
und spraving '

Pagsamjan town, SO “locals

brought the statue back to
Pagsanjan., However, the statue
wa: again found in Lumban,
and since then, the town adopt-
ed Saint Sebastian as 18 patron
saint.

5
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Some 439 vears later, Lum-
ban, through the river proces-
sion. still commemorates the
story of how the image of Saint
“Sebastian ended up in town.

- Glare Abayari, 49. head of a
group of devotees, said rncre
und more peaple join the pro-
cession and festivities every
year

Lupi _

" The culmination of the
town’s weekiong corimemora-
tion of their patror. saint hap-
pens every last Sunday of Jan-
uary, which is calied the “Tupi”
fto fold or to close).

During this day, a fluvial pa-
rade takes place. Devotees
aboard decorated brats would
navigate the Pagsanjan River.

Residents said drovning in-
cidents were reported in past
stagings of ths lupi. In most in-
stances, victims ware drunk or
were novice swinmers.

Herminigildo Iegisma, 73,
hopes that no one will die as

-they-celebrate the kupi on-Sun-
day “Every vear wc .pray that
nobody vill be ‘claimed’ by the
river during the lupi,” he said.

- Légisma believes the lupi is
still one of the most traditional
and merriest fiestas in Laguna.

“Here, even if wou are a
stranger, once you enter a
household, you will be wel-
comed and offered food,” L2gis-
ma said.

- “Just come hers during the
fiesta, and you will not be hun-
gry. Just prepare to get wet,
bring extra clothes and be a
good sport,” he adaed. INQ
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Lanao del Sur-based militants linked to ISIS — mlhtary

rsymmwm

- Philippme security forces have

Jound links betweeu terrorist groups
basedn Lanao del Sur and the Middle-
East based ISIS (Islamic State of Irag
‘and Syria), Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana said yesterday.
- Lorenzana said they were able to
establish the litk between Abu Sayyaf
Group {ASG) leader Isnilon Hapilon and
ISIS after monitoring communications
between the two groups.

The defense chief said from his
base in Basilan, Hapilon transferred
to Lanao del Sur in December of last
year, reportedly upon the instruction or
“behest” of ISIS to establish a terrorist
organization mn Central Mindanao.

“That’s the report we received,
allegedly . on the behest of the ISIS
people 1 the Middle East to find out
if Central Mindanao 1s conducive to
the establishment of an orgamzatmn "
Lorenzana said.

e ‘Acmrdmgtothe report. Basilan and

- .Jolo are too small that's why they ean be

easily cornered so r.hey are lookmg fora
bigger area,” Lorenzana said

Meanwhile, the military said 4 num-
ber of Abu Sayyaf fighters and terrorists
from the Maute Group were either killed
orwounded following air strikes in Butig,
Lanao del Sur, Wednesday night.

AFP Public Affairs Office (PAQ)
chief Marine Col. Major General Carlito
Galvez Jr., through the 103rd IB under
Army Col. Nixon Fortes, said the mili-

tary had another major breakthroughin

its intensified campaign against terror
groups ASG, Maute, and Foreign Terror
Groups holed in the hinterlands of Butlg

‘following the airstrikes.

Areval6 said the terror groups re-
portedly sustained major casualty with
a'number of them dead or seriously
wounded due to the air strike and artil-
lery rounds accurately landing on iden-
tified locations of the terror groups.

Arevalo said as of press time,
ground troops have established foothold
‘and began their assaulf.

— ““They are now -cattiously advané- —

ing to their designated objectives — the

{
[

location of Hapilon, his select group, and
brothers Abdullah, Omar, and Otto Maute,
andpossibly other foreigners joining their
notorious group,” Arevalo said. S
“We will await the validated details |
of the results of this operation as soon
as we get confirmations from our troops. !
now on the ground,” he added. g
For his part, Galvez said that they
will relentlessly pursue these lawless |
groups and not allow them to thrive in - |
any part of our country to sow terror.

. .“Your Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines —through the support of our people
and local government as shown in this
case - will frustrate every attempt to
disrupt our normal lives,” Galvez said.
 After learning about this develop-
ment, AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo
Afio assured ground troops of the AFP 5
all-out support to them.

“You will have the support you need
in-all your endeavors in contribution to
attain the mission given to us by the

Commander in Chief. Let us together
Bhd in six months the menace these ‘T"

ferror groups bring,” Afo said.
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IS trying to establish
pase in C. Mindanao
By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN - =

The mterniational terrorist Zroup fslamic State or IS 35 trving
to establish a base or a wilewaf (province) m Central Mindanao
by tapping the Abu Sayyaf and rsilymg the Maute group

Defense Secretary Delfir. Lorenzana conirtned the mforma-
fhen vesterday, adding that 1S sent Abir Sayyaf semor leader
Isnilon Haprdon o mfiltrate the area afler noting thai Basilan
or Sulu 1 {oo small to become a base, leadme troops 1o eastly
get vomerad by authonbes : SR A S .

“They now have aentact . based onithe teportthal we have
recerved, (Haralon vas sent) £ find ot if Central Mindarao
15 more vonducve (o the sstablishmenii of an orgaruzation or
a Wilayat,” Lorenzans sard

He adied that aside from securing 1 bigger arca in which
to operate. 15 15 also trymng to gef the suppert of the Maute
group, which kas abovi 100 members m their stronghold,
metuding some who have become Lowr mavers and owners
of a constriction company

The government, he said, 1+ aware of what 1 happe ing
and is conducting operations in Buhg towy, Lanao del Sur

- Survenllance 15 also conducied in the vicraty of Lake Ianao,

“We will see toat that they will not be able to establich that
kmd of organization here,” Livenzana satd, as he stressed
that the Arrried Forcee of the Phlmpines { AFF) 15 working to
engure thus

Accerding to the inforneion [ orenzana secerved, Liailon
maved from Fasilan (v Lanas del 5ur semehrng in mad-
December 2016, bringing with fum a sraall band of people.

The defense chiet added that the AEP continues {6 operate —
aganst the AbuSajvad and 6 Fdnappmg aciviites, the latest
b which happened lastvreck swwhen they 4hok thiee Fradounesian
crew 0t 8 Mlaysiar, hshmg vessel m Joio

He stressed though that the Plulippmes wnot the only coun-
iry mn the world that s having probirrs wath IS, pomting cut
thateven large countoes Russiz and Clana face the same threat.

The warm iie Middle Fast, he added 1s pishing the terror-
18t group back and inrcing many to leave the region

Lorenzana said the government 1s domg it best to morutor
sume Filipmos in the Middle: Easl. especially these petverved
t» be returning to the country to estabhsh more links to die
terrorist group- '

.__\_JL
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SIS seeking caliphate
in Lanae-del Sur?

BY VICTOR REVES

DEFENSE Scoretiny Dellin Lorenzana said Balsil;ul-l:;l.sulv SCIO)

leader of the Abu Sayyal has moved 1o Lanao ded S for ihie

possible establishiment ol a caliphate ol the Islaniie Stue ol
Irag) il Syria in Contral Mindaio, _ B ‘

Lorerzana said the militiry is exerting efforts o preeinpl .lll‘c

L plan of lsnilon Hapiion who was monitored 1o ave et Basila

Sew 115 »- l’.igL Ho

ISIS

sometime last December.

“He moved to Central Mind-
anao allegedly. That's the report
that we received. Aliegedly,
this is on the behest of ISIS in
Middle East to find out if Central
Mindanao is conducive to the
establishment of an organiza-
tion,” he said.

Asked if the development
means Hapilon and the Abu
Sayyaf have been recognized
by the ISIS, Lorenzana said: “In
a way, they are recognized by
the ISIS.”

“too small,” said Lorenzana,

“They are looking for a bigger
area. What's happening now
is Isnilon is trying to maybe
ralty Maute there (in Lanao) to
support ISIS to become part of
ISIS,” said Lorenzana, referring
to the Maute Group. _

The Abu Sayyaf, the Maute
Group, the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters and the Ansar
Al-Khilafa of the Philippines
have been reported to have
pledged allegiance to the ISIS
about two years ago. _

The Maute Group is blamed
for atrocities in Mindanao, in-

We know he is there so we are
conducting operations against
them... We will see to it that
they (SIS} will not be able to
establish those kinds of organi-
zations here,” he said. .

Lorenzana said Hapilon was
directed by an ISIS leader in
Syria to study the possible es-
tablishment of a caliphate i
Lanao del Sur. .

Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of
the AFP public affairs office,
said the military launched new
operations against members
of the Abu Sayyaf and the
Maute groups in Butig town on

“It was confirmed in De- cluding the September 2 bomb-_ Wednesday night

cember when Isnilon Hapilon
left Basilan and went to Lanao
sometime in the middle of De-
cember,” he said.

The Abu Sayvyaf, notorious for
its kidnap-for-ransom activities
and beheading of hostages,
operates mainly in Basilan and
Sulu, areas that the ISIS finds

ing in Davao City that left 15
people dead and over 60 others
wounded. Several members of
the group have been arrested and
have confessed participation.

Lorenzana said Hapilon brought
a “small band of his people” from
Basilan to Lanao del Sur.

“Now what arc we doing?

Y

Arcvalo said the groups sus-
tained a major casualty with a
number of them dead or seri-
ously wounded in the “surgicai
air strike” and shelling of the identi-
fied locations of the two groups.

Arevalo said ground troops
have established a foothold and
have begun assaults,
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Peace talks: No final decision on political

The ihird round of talks
astween the Philippine govern-
ent and the National Demo-
ratic Front (INDF) in Rome
nded vesterday without a final
acigion on the demand for the

lease of ali political priseners.

Tn a fomt stalement, the gov-
mmend. and NDF peace panels
stead agreed to work on the is-
:ance of an amnesty proclama-
nn consequent to the progress
! the peace negotiations.

The government also com-
ntted to facilitate the release

three remaming NDF con-

Itants - Eduardo Sarmiento,
meterio Antalan and Leop-
20 Calezan — through presi-
ntal clemency.

With the assistance of de-

prisoners’ release

By JOSE RODEL CLAPANO

fense lawyers, the government
will expeditiously process
the release of all the political
prisoners listed by the NDF as
consultants in the peace talks

Tt will start with the 200
qualified priscrers either
threugh bail, recogrurance,
pardon or other legal pro-
cesses in compliance with the
Comprehensive Agreement on

Respect for Human Rights and

International Humeanitarian
Law and aflow them to partici-
pate in activities and mecha-
nisms of the peace process.
Malacafiang is pushing for
the recommendation of gov-
ernment peace panel chairman
Gilvestre Bello IIT to remove the
Communist Partv of the Phil-

Sison expressed the NDF's
concerns on the burial of for- - i Utrecht.
T resids finand Mar-  NDF chief negotiator Fi- ——————
del Agcaoili said they would
study the draft government

mer ﬁresident;Ferd
cos,
ceasefire violations.

Ceasefire
.. mecharnism

The talks in Rome also
failed to address the ceasefire

mechanism of both sides.

The governinent and NDF,
however, noted their respec-
tive indefinite ceasefire decla-

rations are still in effect.

Both panels have agreed to

uman rights issues and

1ppines (CPP) founding chair-
man Jose Maria Sison from the
terror st of the United States.

«= " “The request for the del-

wting of chairmanjuse Ma-
ria Swson 1s aligned with the
President’s wish to hold peace
{alks with the leadership of the
Communist Party of the Phil-
1ippines,” presidential spokes-
man Ernesto Abella said.
Abella said the govern-
mant maintains its position
that there 18 no reason for the
US to deny this request since

Sison is part of the negotiating .
panel. Sison'is also the chief

political consultant of the
NDE umbrelia organization of

in Utrecht.

the CPP and the New People’s
Army talking peace with the
government. = T

Abella gave assurance the
Duterte adminisiration will
extend its assistance to make
sure that each step will boost
government efforts to strike a
lasting peace agreement.

“As part of the Duterte
administration’s agenda for
peace, it will take all necessary
steps to ensure that the agree-
menis made will be inclusive,
comprehensive and integrated
with all stakeholders meaning-
fully involved in the process of
negotiation and implementa-
tion,” Abella said.

 bilateral ceasefire will be held

proposal and will submit their

own draft.

“The fact that they agreed to

separately discuss the bilateral
ceasefire in their next meeting
in February.

Bello, concurrerit labor sec-
retary, said the meeting for the

discuss it (bilateral ceasefire) is
a positive development of the
(peace) process,” Bello said.
Bello expressed confidence
that the commitment of the
NDF to the peace process will
keep in place the separate uni-
lateral ceasefire declaration,
which the rebels had earlier
hinted they are seriously con-
sidering to withdraw. — With
Christina Mendez, Rhodina ( ﬂ’
-Villanueva
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Peace talks end.

In a joint statement, the GPH and the
NDF noted that “their unilateral indefinite
ceasefires ramain in place but-added that
“there are issues and concerns related
thereto‘” o -

Instead of forging a bilateral truce, both
parties signed the supplemental guidelines
for the full yperation of the Joint Monitoring
Committee (JMC) under the Comprehensive
Agreement on the Respectfor Human Rights
and Internatonal Bumanitarian Law (CAR-
HRIHL), and the adoption of the ground
rules for the conduct of the formal meetings
between the two panels’ Recipiocal Working
Committees /RWCs) on secial-economic
reforms. These vital agreements provided
much-needed boost n this round, which
was widely expected to churn out a bilateral -
ceasefire agreement. :

The GRP and the NDF likewise agreed
to hold the fourth round of talks in Oslo. Nor-
‘way. ot April 2 to 6 But prior fo this, the two
parties also agreed that the panel members
and their respective ceasefire committees
will meet in Uirecht, The Netherlands, on
February 22 1o 27 to tackle the drait “Agree-
ment on an Interim Bilateral Cessation of
Hostilities.” e :

- Iu the closing ceremony, delayed for
three hours and dampened by news that
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP)
founding chairman and NDF chief political
consultant Jose Maria Sison had to be taken
to the hospitai the mght before, the twa par-
ties issued a joint statement outlining the
- gains made in the seven-day third round of
talks, said Presidential Adviser on the Peace

The statement heralded the positive
gains that would be made with the full
operation of the JMC, which will be tasked
with “momnutoring the implementation of, and
achieving the objertives of CARHRIHL in
upholding human rights and international
humagitarian law. - s

With the JMC in full operation, reports
against human rights violations committed
by gevernment forces or communist insur-
gents may now be investigated and acted
upon by an independent body composed of
representatives from the GRP and NDE.

There was also the adoption of the ground
rules on the discussions on the Comprehen-
sive Agreement on Socio-Economic Reforms

(CASER), which is said to be the heart and —
soul of the peace talks as 1t will tackle basic F

. private lands, but public lands as well,” said

issues such as povertv. ,

T
oL Y et

Iy Fi

F ESITW £ JERUFE § & o Pyye: ‘
E:ﬁ ;-;.'.é ii&f:; }ﬁ%hﬁi%!%% EF% R

Ground rules, bilateral teams

Diseussions on the CASER have always ;

been the most contentions in previeus peace
talks and the ground rules are expected to
further accelerate negotiations, according to
the GRP’s RWC-CASER. Chairman Roberie
M.Ador\. . - - - .o T - -.‘
“We have agreed to form bilateral teams
which may hold meetings in the Philippines,
or any mutually agreed upon venue. This
will expedite the discussions, which used to
be held only during the regular round of the
negotiatiens,” Ador said bl :
This draft was submitted by the GHP to
the NDF last Tuesday, January 24, with the
latter saying that “it will seriously study the
proposal, submit comments, and may pro-
vide its own updated version of its proposed
draft agreement for an mterm bilateral
ceasefire " i o ;

I that Utracht meeting, the two panels

will also deposit with a bank documents per-
taining to the real identity of those mcluded
as NDF consultants and advisers in the
Joint Agreement on Security and Immunity
Guarantees (JASIG). -

It was also stipulated it the joint agree-

ment that the GHP has assured the NDF -
that it would facilitate the release of three -

more leftist consultants, namely Eduardo
Sarmiento, Emetrio Antalan, and Leopoldo
Caloza, “through presidential clemency, and
other legal modes.” :

. “The GHP with the assistance of the

defense lawyers, shall expeditiously prone\»

the release of all the political prisuners listed
by the NDF. starting with ihe 200 gualified
prisoners either through bail, recognizance,
pardon or other legal processes.” the state-
ment also stafed. - . . - :

_ ... While still too vague as it was iust a geo-.

eral statement, both paries, through their
RWCs-SER, “agreed, in principle, to the

tree disiributivr: of land to farmers and farm
workers as part of the governing frameworks

of CASER.” LA :

GHP'’s Supervising Peace Panel meniber

" for CASER Hernani Braganza refused io

expound on the genera! statement because
agreements have notbeen finalized, but NDF
RWC-3ER member Randall Echanis said
that free land that could be distributed to
farmers and farm workers could reach on
million hectares. : j

According to Echanis, the figure was
based on data trom the Department of Agrar:-
ian Reform (DAR), “but total agricuttural
lands could reach 100 million hectares.™

“We need an inveniory to pinpoint these
lands because this will not only include

Echanis,

Delisting Sison
- Interestingly, there wasno mention in the
joirt statement about the commitment of the
(:PH Peace Panel to work for the removal of
the name of Sison from the terror waich list
of the United States. 2
= Bello had earlier disclosed that-the
government panel will be recommending te
the US government the “delisting” of Sison
which would allow him to travel more freely
and possibly be able to finally meet with
Predident Duterte. . '
-+ Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella
said the request for the delisting of Sison 15
-alignedwith the President Duterte s wish to
 hold peace talks with the leadership of the
loeal communist group : ~E
“The government maintains its position
that there 1s no reason for the US io deny
this request bearing in mund that Mr Sison
is part of the negotiating panel ” Abella said
m a Paiace news conference
President Duterte recently said ke
was willing to meet Sison in a neutral third
conntry to advance the government’s peace
initiatives. However, he said he would wait
for the results of the peace talks between
the government and the communist rebel
group m Rome before finalizing a meeting
with Sison.
Sources in both camps said the inclusion
1 of the GRP commitment may have been
. madvertently overlooked as heated argu-
ments between the two parties accompanied
the final hours before the signing of the joint
staternent. :
There was zlse no mention of a position
taken by NDF peace panel chairman Fidel
Ageaoili that the party’s leadership, exas-

- perated aver unfulfilied promises about the
A.-zelease of political prisoners and disgruntied_

over contmued military presenee in the coun-
tryside, was “leaving it te the revolutionary
forces (on the ground) to withdraw from the
unilateral ceasefire that the NDF-CPP-New
People’s Army (NPA! had agreed to adopt
n August, 2016. o 2 i

Instead, there was only a short assertion
in the statement that “the parties note thau
their unilateral ceasefires remain in place *

Labor Secretary and GHP chief negntia-
tor Silvestre Belle ITI had earlier said that
once Sison is removed from the terror ligt,
he could join the panels in succeeding talks
anywhere outside Europe.

Bello hinted the possibility of talks be-
mg held in the Philippmes “because we
— are frying to get support from the people,”
y- Bello said.
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-NDF Rome talice end with

no ceasefire; remaval of loma’

from US terror fist

A third round of peace ialks
between the Philippine
government and the National
Democratic Front of the
Philippines ended with nio deal
on a permanert ceasefire the
Duterte administration had
billed as its primary goal.

- Both parties, however.

saug

described a woek of Norwegian-
brokered vegotiations in Rome as
“surcessitl” i 2 it statement
that wae deiaved by last-misute
wrangling over wording.

In their statemert. ihe
parties noted ihav “their
nniatsral indefinrta sessefire

Ty in page T

GRP-NDF Rome talks end with no ceasefire:
removal of ‘Joma’ from US terror list sought

From page 1

r¢mains in place,” but added “there
are issnes and concerns related

“The Palace understands that there
is activity on the ground, that there is
also noise on the ground. However,
based on the negotiating panels and
based on the actions and the

The exiled leader‘has lived in the
Netherlands for three decades,

Delisting Sison from terror list
was aligned with Presidert. Rodrigo
Duterte’s intention tp pursue pesce

governmanis fur nearly five
decades and at least 40,000 people
have been killed.

But-talks on ending the war have
been revived under Duterte, who

thereto.”

Degpite the failure to tie downa  agreements that have been formed, dialogue with Sison, Abeila said. came to power last year calling for
permanent ceasefire after agreement  they continue — their talks continue “The request for the delisting of peace efforts in the interests of
on a temporary one in August, forward,” presidential spokesman  chairman Jose Maria Sison is aligned  econamic development,
diplomats involved in bringing thetwo ~ Ernesto Abella told a press brieting.  with the President’s wish to hold peace “The government of the
sides together said the latest He said the NDF should be the talks with the leadership of the CPR”  Philippines will reconunend to (US)
discussions had been eordial and that  one regponsible in regulating its  he added. 1 President :Doanald Trump) the
efforts to brng the two sides closer  comrades, - - “The government maintains its delisting of Communiist Party of the
to a deal had advanced, __!_“m__‘(,jl'l_lgjg_,organization..is_alsm__poﬁﬁm%apthewmmeqeaswﬂﬂlmp‘ ing chair.. Sison from™ T

Both parties agreed fo meet for  conversaiion with their own people.  for the US to deny this request, the list of international terrorists to
a fourth round of formal talks in Oslo 8o let us leave it to them to be able Bearing in mind that Mr. Sison is  pave the wev i hi Bhilinpine
April 2-8, Officials dealing specitically  to settle matters among themselves,”  part of the negotiating panel,” the homecormuiz, wihout beine avrested,”
with the ceagefire issue will meet again  the Palace offivial stressed, Palace official stressed. government «luel g2e. 2 megciiator
soomer, in Utrecht in the Netherlands US terror list ‘ At the third round of peace talks  Silvestre Bello said in a staisment.
on February 2227, Malacaftang also expressed in Rome, Italy, the national Duterte and Sison have agreed

to meet in any neutral Asian

Despite clashes on the ground
and ir the negotiating table, the
government is determined to win
peace with the communist group,
Malacafiang, for its part, yesterday
assured.

hope that the United States would
remove Comntunist Party of the
Philippines (CPP) founding
chairman Jose Maria “Joma” Sison
from its terror list to enable him
to come home for peace talks.

government and the Nayional
Democratic Front have agreed to push
the removal of Sison from the TS
terror list, :

Maoist-led rebels have waged -
an insurgency against Philippine

country unce Sison has been
removed from the list.

But Bello said the talks cor
be held in the Philippines
Tuvera, Mario J. Mallari and ». -
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Abu feade
expanding
roachi—DND

By Fiorante 5. Soimerin

ARU Sevvai Tuotn sub-leader
isnitown hapllon an adent sup-
norrer of the jibrdis group 1SIS,
a3 meved «© Cental Mindanao,
the lait of the Murc rebel g pe,
o _Tg s Sentsi Y Du.fln L.rU' — o
“3pZani bf.ﬂ.’. on T :le._" .
Tanilen, Fagilon was allegedly
T S C""ﬂl‘"‘ Aindanac at
the berest of the TI513) people
in e Midde Sost That’s the
report that we have 1o -erved,”
Lorenzane said.

He saic [anilon left Basilan
for Lanao del “Sur 11 December
2ulu.

“Ye tried to find out why he
ig there, whv he left the safety
of his Taditional arca of opera-
ton fom Basilar and went to

i ————— =

Next page

ity e

said those homegrown terrorist

Abu v groups had Been urting anc evalv-
ing into just one group called Daw-
FromAl - latul 1slarniyah Wahyatul Masrik or
il DIWM., and had chosen Hapilon as
-Lanao,” Lorenzaua said their sole Jeader in thefr aggressive
“Hs just brought fwith him] a  efforts to beiecogmzed by the ISIS.
small band of his pevple. ‘the bulk of  Lorenzana said the ISIS had prod-
Ins peopie ary still ic Bastlan. ded Hapiton “iv: find out if Central
T#huok be went tnere Just tu see the Mindanao s conducive to the estab-
ari. to find o of it i conducive to  1rshment of ap olgammtlon [provin-
migve inkre and establish a caliphate.  ciaf caliphate].”

Fratunatelv we found out thas he is
thare, s0 Wo dre pUrstulg ‘mn there
in Butig”

Eaclier reports said Hapilon had
been the 11sing “figure head” of
J hardinl of ISIS followsrs from
ditferent groups such as the Abu
Sayvaf based in Basilan and Sulu,
the Miaute Tiroup based in Butig,
Lanao el Sur; the BIFF based in
Central Miudauao., Ansar al-Kh-
ilata Philippiaes and rogue MNLF
and MILF groups. *

Just recently, securily officials

“Acenrding to the report Basilan,
and Tolo are too small, they can be
easily cornered there Se they are
Tooking for & bigger area. :

“Now Hapiion 15 aheady there per-
haps trying to rally the Maute Group
to support the daeshor to becoine
part of daesh. Now we are conduct-
ing operations ugainst them in Lanao
del Sur, pariicularty m the Butig area
beside Lanao lake ™ :

Lorenzana said the mihtary was
also pursuing the Abu Sayyal in
Basilan and Sulu.
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Talks with Reds'end

|“?’ _“.P OME: A third

(T'nu*'sday in Manila} with no deal on a -

The ;{Ham[a

no ceasefire

round of peace talks

between the Philippines and com-
.?"- Smunist rebels ended Wednesday

permanent ceasefire the government had
billed as its primary goal. "

Both parties described a week
of Norwegian-brokered negotia-
tons on the outskirts of Rome as
“successful” in a joint statement
that was delayed by last-minute
wrangling over wording.

In their statement, the parties
aoted that “their unilateral indefi-

nite ceasefires remain in place,
but added that “there are issues
and concerns related thereto.”
Despite the failure to tie down
a permanent ceasefire after agree-
ment on a temporary one in Au-
gust, diplomats involved in bring-
ing the two sides together said the

latest discussions had been cordial
and that efforts to bring the two
sides closerto a deal had advanced.

Both parties agreed to meet for
a fourth round of formal talks in
Oslo on April 2 to 6. Officials deal-
ing specifically with the ceasefire
issue will meet again sooner, in
Utrecht in the Netherlands on

" February 22 to 27,

The communmnist insurgency in
the Philippines, launched tu 1968,
is one of the longest running in
the world and has claimed an
estimated 30,000 lives, according
to the country’s military.

The government’s chief nego-

Cimes ge:

,
ﬁ —

wit

tiator, Silvestre Bello, had voiced
hopes at the beginning of the
Rome talks that obstacles to a jomnt
ceasefire agreement could be over-
come during this round of talks.

They were held in Rome because
one thing both sides could agree on
was that Oslo in January was too cold
for any kand of Philippine negotia-
tion, a Norwegian source told AFP
~ Malacanang also said on Thurs-
day that the peace negotiations
were gaining ground.

“The talks are moving forward

.and we are gamming ground and

that the talks will not be hampered
by anv activities on the ground so

to speak.” presidential spa,kesman
Emesto Abella said.

rle also dismissed the recent clash
between soldiers and members of
the New People’s Army, saying it
had no effect on the peace process,

"The Palace understands that
there is activity on the ground, that
there's also noise on the ground.
However, based on the negotiating
parel and based and the actions
and agreements that have been
formed, their talks continue for-
ward, So we're positive that things
can be worked out,” he added.

~
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Abella said the Palace also sees
no reason for the United States to

1ts terror list.

deny the request of the govern-
ment to drop Communist Party
of the Philippines founding chair-
man Jose Maria “Joma” Sison from

He said that delisting Sison from
-the US list was “aligned with the
President’s wish io hold peace talks
with the leadership of Communist
Party of the Philippines.”

“The government maintains its
position that there is no reason for
the US to deny this request bearing
in mind that Mr. Sison is part of

?g ge‘%oltiating panel,” Abellasaid. ~————
TH A REPORT FROM 5285 5005 |
CATHERINE 5. VALENTE —ﬁ——
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'NPA executes member
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By YAS D. OCAMPO

DAVAO CITY — The New People's
Army has executed, as part of its own
war on drugs, a paramilitary member
and a suspecbed supplier of drugs to
CAFGUs in the hinterlands of Davao
City.

In a statement NPA southern
Mindanao regional spokesperson Rigo-
berto Sanchez said that the NPA killed
Alberto T. Sablada and Neptali Alfredo
Pondoc in two separate operations last
January 16 and 23, respectively.

NPA members killed Sablada in the

| afternoon of January 16 in Brgy. Saloy
| in Calinan, while Pondoc was slain in
. his "farm-turned-drug den" in Taboan,

Malabog, in Pagquibato District.
The NPA said that Sablada was an
organizer of the Alamara militia, which

| has been accused of human rights

violations against peasants and indig-

enous peoples in the region, allegedly
as a part of the Armed
Forces.of the Philippines
counter-ingurgency cam-
paign.

Sablada was also iden-

= qﬂag as one of the culprits
in the April 15, 2002 mas-
sacre of Apolio “Tatay
Poloy” Enoc, a peasant
leader; and Rosha Icatan,
Charles Bayanban, Ed-
gar Bias, Jaimae Daculo
and Warlito Bayanban in
Sitio Pangyan, Tamugan,
Marilog district, Sanchez
said. .

Meanwhile, Pondoc
reportedly supplied drugs
to AFP detachments from
as far as Diwalwal, Com-
postela Valley; Panabo
in Davao del Norte; and
Paquibato and Calinan in
Davao City.

own drug war

"His farm, in tact, sits in between
two AFP detachments in Sitio Binaton
and Sitio 24 and he supplied drugs to
CAFGUs and cadre man of both detach-
ments," the NPA said.

Pondoc has a warrant of arrest from
the GRP reactionary police in Calinan,
according to the spokesperson.

Red fighters also confiscated vari-

-ous drug paraphernalia such asweigh—" -

ing scales and other equxpment m
Pondoc’s tarm.

Sanchez said that the killings were
in line with the stipulations of the
unilateral interim ceasefire that was
issued by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Philippines and
the National Operational Command of
the NPA, 3

Part of the ceasefire reads: “While
ceasing offensive military operations,
the NPA will continue to enforce poli-
cies and laws of the people’s democratic
government, perform appropriate func-
tions of governance, and mobilize the
people and resources in ferritories un-
-der its authority, including: maintaining
peace and order including suppression
of criminal groups such as drug traffick-
ers and operators of the drug trade and

' large-scale gambling, private armies

andg private armed grotps of warlords,
local tyrants and vigilante groups, as
well as spies.” -

However, Sanchez decried the evo-

lution of the PNP's anti-drug campaign

into an anti-pecple drug war.

Authorities have used the drug war
allegedly as a mask to "encroach" on
NPA territories.

*Similarly, AFP units smokescreen
their offensive military operations, as
what happened on January 21 in Mak-
ilala, North Cotabatn, with claims of
“anti-criminality” operations in order to
wantonly subvert their ceasefire order
and-engage the Red army in armed
combat,” Sanchez said.

I
Page: (b

+ 5

s

!

OFFICE OF THE ARKY

CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: ¢

pe.army2012Cgmail.com - Tel nc. (62; 545-8

£55Local: 5285, 5

20

i v

0

Ly Gore Purpose: Servirg the people. Securing the lanc.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
27 JANUARY 2017

http://dwdd.com.ph/

CSAFP Gen Ao visits EastMinCom

Lui Claudio

T CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City -“The AFP’s Westemn
Mindanao Command under Major General Carlito Galvez, Jr.

———

oo " LANAD } " ..

WINST  C pEy SUR through 103rd 1B under Army (ol Nixon Fortes had another major
i ~ breakthrough in its intensified campaign against the terror groups

S T % of ASG, Maute, and Foreign Terror Groups holed in the
a7 By hinterlands of Butig, Lanao Del Sur,” reports AFP Chief of Public

Affairs Office Marine Colonel Edgard-Arevalo. .

Etal ?;lé e e :mum i
» MAGUIRDANAD

The terror groups are reported to have sustained a major casualty with a number of them dead or seriously
wounded after a midnight (between the 25th and 26th January 2017) surgica! air strike and a well-directed and

observed artillery rounds accurately landing in the identified locations of the terror groups.

ve established foothoid and begun their assault to the same ohjective of the

re now cautiously advancing to their designated objectives — the location of
ers Abduilah, Omar, and Otto Maute, and possibly

As at press time, ground troops ha
preliminary attack midnight. They a
ASG Leader Isnilon Hamilon, his select group, and the Broth
other foreigners joining their notorious group.

“we will await the validated details of the results of this operation as soon as we get confirmations from our

troops now on the ground,” reports Colone! Arevalo.

ow them fo thrive in any part of our country to
—through the support of our people and local
t our normat lives,” says MGen Galvez

“We will relentlessly pursus these lawless groups. We will not ail
sow terror to our people. Your Armed Forces of the Philippines
government as shown in this case — wili frustrate every attempt to disrup

JT.

After learning about this development, Ben Afio telts his men, “You will have the support you need in all your
endeavors in contribution to attain the mission given to us by the Commander in Chief. Let us together end in

six months the menace these terror group bring.”

This is the inspiration that the AFP Chief General Eduardo Afio and Defense Secretary Deifin Lorenzana
made in the rounds of AFP Camps they did where they sounded the call to arms against these terror groups.
They called on every Soldier, Airmen, Sailors, and Marines to contribute in this campaign 10 end the menace

that the Abu Sayaff, the Maute Group, and other terror groups in western Mindanao.

.;\,_4

¥

~
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

http://dwdd.con.ph/

AFP Chief hiniling sa NPA na tigilan na
ang atrosidad

Lui Claudio

Hiniling ni Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of Staff General
Eduardo Afio sa National Democratic Front ng New People’s Army na
tigilan na ang paglunsad ng mga atrosidad ng sa gayon ay maiwasan na
magkaroon ng sagupaan sa pagitan ng mga tropa ng pamahalaan at ng

mga komunistang rebeide.

Ginawa ni General Afo ang apela matapos akusahan ng NDFP
negotiator Fidel Agcaoili ang militar_dahil sa _pagiabag sa ipinatupad na
unilateral ceasefire matapos magkasagupaan ang mga sundaio at
rebeldeng NPA sa Makilata, North Cotobato.

Nagbanta pa si Agcaoili na aalisin ang napagkasunduang ceasefire matapos mapatay ang isang miyembro ng

NPA.
Marijin namang itinanggi ni Ao ang alegasyon, depense niya, rumesponde lamang ang mga sundaic s3
naganap na kaguluhan,

Sinabihan pa ni Afio ang NDFF na konirolin ang NPA lalo na sa pagsasagawa nito ng mga kriminal na

aktibidad gaya ng extortion at arson.
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General Ao, nag-alok ng Medal of Valor
sa mga lalaban sa mga Bandidong Grupo

Lui Claudio

Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City — inanunsyo ni Armed Forces of
the Philippines Chief of Staff General Eduardo Afio sa mga
sundalc na kung guste nilang magkaroon ng Medal of Valeor,
kaitangan nilang mag-volunteer sa pag-laban sa Abu Sayyaf at iba

pang bandidong grupo.

-

Ang panawagan ni General Afio ay para sa lahat ng sangay ng Sandatahang lakas ng Pilipinas sa buong
nansa. Sinabi pa ni Ano na hindi nila hahayaang mamalagi dito sa Pilipinas ang mga bandidong grupo, aniya
kailangang matanggal nila ang ‘ugat’ sa loob ng anim na buwan.

Sinabi ni AFP Public Affairs Office Chief Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo, na bago magtungo sa Westiern

Mindanao Command, bumisita rin sa Western Command ang heneral at doon ay nabigyan siya ng briefing sa
kanitang Campaign Plans na magiimplement sa Development Support and Security Plan “Kapayapaan” ng

AFP.

htio://dvwdc.com.phf

Philippine Air Force, nagpa-abot ng pakikiramay sa
Pamilya ni Lt. Col. Pawa

Lui Claudio

—Nagpapa-abot-ng pakikiramay-ang -pamunuan-ng-Philippine-Air-F-orce sa-bueng
pamilya ni Lieutenant Colone! Gary Pawa kasunod ng pagbitay sa kapatid nitong
si Jakatia Pawa.

Sinabi ni Colonel Antonio Francisco, tagapag-salita ng Phil. Air Force na handa
silang mapahatid ng tulong sa pamilya ni Lt. Col. Pawa lalo na sa dalawang

naulilang mga anak ng kapatid nitong si Jakatia.

Ayan kay Francisco, tulong-tulong sila sa Air Force para inigay ang supora ngayon ng pamilya Fawa para
maibsan ang bigat ng kanilang damdain. Kahit pa ity sa pormang pinansyai, 0 emotional support.
Nangako rin sf Francisco na pagsusumikapan ng buong air force na matulungan sa pag-aaral ang dalawang

anak ni Jakatia,
Si Lt. Col Pawa ang tumatayong ama-amahan ng dalawang anak ng kapatid at sa kanyang firahan sa
Zamboanga tumutuloy ang mga ito. Dagdag pa ni Francisco, dalangin ng Air Force ang kapayapaan para sa
puong pamilya ni Lt. Col. Pawa.
,l/;
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US to start construction in 3 Philippine military
airfields

PNA

The Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) with the US is still in effect as the Americans will start
constructing some facilities in Basa Air Base, Pampanga, Bautista Air Base in Palawan and Lumbia Airfield in

Cagayan Be Oro.

This was disclosed by Department of National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana in a briefing held at the
DND Social Hall, Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City Thursday.

'EDCA is still on and according to the Pentagon (US Department of Defense) they wil start constructing some
“facilities in the EDCA chosen camps (like) Basa Air Base (in Pampanga), Bautista Air Base (Palawan) and
Lumbia Airfield (Cagayan De Oro). | think the first camp that they will develop are facilities (that) are in Basa,”

he added.

Lorenzana said possible facilities that the Americans will set up are runways, buildings for their troops and
storage areas for their equipment.

“They can ieave the buildings there and leave and they can come back again, that is the idea of EDCA," the

DND chief added.

While construction is expected this year, Lorenzana could not give an exact date on the start of the
construction as it is dependent on the US budgetary allocations.

-orenzana said President Rodrigo Duterte is aware of these plans.

'(He) is okay with this, because he earlier said that (his administration) will honor alt agreements that were

antered into by the previous government,” he added.

"he DND earlier announced that EDCA with the LS will continue but it will focus on humanitarian assistance
ind disaster relief, counter-terror, and anti-narcotics operations.
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LIST: Defense equipment Philippines is planning to
acquire from China

PNA

There are no strings attached to the People’s Republic of China's PHP 100 million (around USD14 milion)

weapons grant to the Philippines.
Department of National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana in a briefing Thursday at the DND’s Social Hall in

Camp Aguinaido, said they have expressed their interest in acquiring: fast boats, unmanned aerial vehicles,
“flexible” rifies which can shoot around corners, sniper rifles and automatic bomb disposal equipment.
The DND chief added that China did not impose any conditions on the grant, which means the Philippines can

use the weapons on any way it chooses.
He said they are still waiting for China’s reply on how many of said these weapons can China supply to the

_ Philippines.

http://www .update.ph/
Philippine military to acquire specialized equipment

from Russia

PNA
Instead of assault rifles, the Philippines is interested in acquiring specialized military equipment from Russia.

Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, in a press conference Thursday said the
Armed Forces of the Philippines has scant need of new rifles as it has recently acquired an estimated 50,000
units of the brandnew Remington M-4 carbine thus, the AFP has pulled out from all its field units the otder M-

16 automatic rifles which are now stored at its various armories.

Lorenzana said these weapons can be given to reserve military and militia units if needed.

What the DND plans to acquire from Russia are sniper rifles and unmanned aerial vehicles, he added.

Earlier, Russian diplomats and military representatives have offered to sell the Philippines naval vessels,
aircraft, helicopters and even diesel electric submarines.

Lorenzana said they are still evaluating these offers to determine whether the country is capable of using,
maintaining and operating these equipment in the long term.
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Philippines evaluating Russian offer of diesel-
electric submarines

"PNA

Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said the country is now evaluating
Russia's offer to sell the Philippines some of its advanced diesel-eleciric submarines.

The DND chief, in a press briefing Thursday, said they are now determining on whether these specialized
ships are essential for the modernization needs of the Armed Forces of the Philippines and whether the

country can afford to acquire and maintain such an expensive weapons platform.

However, Lorenzana said Russia diesel-electrics submarines are considered to be one of the best in the world.

Six Russian-made Kilo-class submarines are now being operated by Vietnam People's Navy.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines is expected to acquire its own diesel-electric class submarines under the
AFP Modernization Program which is now entering the 2nd Horizon (2018-2022).

Kilo-class diesel-eleciric submarines are mainly intended for anti-shipping and anti-submarine uvperations in
relatively shallow waters.
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Military Offensives Start Anew in Butig

Lui Ctaudio

s T CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City -"The AFP’s Western
- ~ LANAQ : Pusiman Mindanac Command under Major General Carlito Galvez, Jr.
CITS DEL SUR through 103rd IB under Army Col Nixon Fortes had ancther major
' breakthrough in its intensified campaign against the terror groups
of ASG, Maute, and Foreign Terror Groups holed in the

BUT!E—‘-% .
£ I S hinterlands of Butig, Lanao Del Sur,” reports AFP Chief of Public
L ot Affairs Office Marine Golonel Edgard Arevalo.
MAGUTDANAG

The terror groups are reported to have sustained a major casualty with a number of them dead or seripusly
wounded after a midnight (between the 25th and 26th January 2017) surgical air strike and a well-directed and
observed artillery rounds accurately landing in the identified locations of the terror groups.

As at press time, ground troops have established foothold and begun their assault to the same objective of the
preliminary attack midnight. They are now cautiously advancing to their designated objectives - the location of
ASG Leader Isnilon Hamilon, his select group, and the Brothers Abduilah, Omar, and Otto Maute, and possibly

other foreigners joining their notorious group.

“We will await the validated details of the resuits of this operation as soon as we get confirmations from our
troops now on the ground,” reports Colonel Arevalo.

“We will relentlessly pursue these lawless groups. We will not aliow them to thrive in any part of our country to
sow terror to our people. Your Armed Forces of the Philippines —through the support of our people and local
government as shown in this case — will frustrate every attempt to disrupt our normal lives,” says MGen Galvez

Jr.

__After learning about this_development, Gen_Afio tells_his men, “You will have the support. you.n eed_in all your o
endeavors in contribution fo attain the mission given to us by the Commander in Chief. Let us together end in

six months the menace these terror group bring.”

This is the inspiration that the AFP Chief General Eduardo Afio and Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
made in the rounds of AFP Camps they did where they sounded the call to arms against these terror groups.
They calied on every Soldier, Airmen, Sailors, and Marines to contribute in this campaign to end the menace
that the Abu Sayaff, the Maute Group, and other terror groups in western Mindanao.
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Manhunt on vs. suspects in ambush of 5 in
Maguindanao

Philippine News Agency

Police and military forces have launched a manhunt against gunmen who ambushed and seriously injured five
persons along the national highway here Thursday dawn.

"Pursuit operations are still going on, our soldiers arc helping us locate the suspects,”Senior inspector Esmael
Tarusan, town police chief of Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao, toid reporters.

Investigation showed that the ambush took place at about 5 a.m. in Barangay Rebuken here where gunmen
opened fire on a white Isuzo Trooper vehicle.

Tarusan said three of the five victims were identified as Jimmy Soledad, 60, Mohamad Jaime Ebad, 41 and
Arbine Soledad, 30, ali residents of Barangay Nuling, Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao.

The two remained unidentified. All the victims are now confined in a hospital in Cotabato City.

Tarusan said five gunmen armed with automatic rifles were seen near a roadside furniture shop in Barangay
Rebuken, who quickly opened fire as the victim's vehicle was approaching the village.

Although injured, the driver kept on speeding until they reached an Army detachment and sought assistance.

Eiements of Sultan Kudarat PNP and 37th Infantry Battalion responded and found at the crime scene empty
shells of Armalite rifle, Garand rifie and cal. 45 pistols.

Tarusan believed it was a case of personal grudge involving one of the victims, Jimmy Soledad, and an
—unidentified armed group: el e —

Tarusan ensured the national highway remained safe for commuters as soldiers and cops have provided road
security while manhunt against the suspects was in progress.

%1

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride.

hitp:/iwww . undate ph’

Abu Sayyaf leader Hapilon in Central Mindanao
to establish Islamic State
PNA

Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) senior leader Isnilon Hapilon managed to escape from his Basilan enclave and
moved to Central Mindanao at the behest of the terror group Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (IS1S).

The move is to test whether Central Mindanao is conducive to the establishment of a “wilayat” or an Islamic
State, Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said Thursday,

Hapilon's breakout, with a small group of loyal foliowers, 1ook place middle of December, he added.

Lorenzana said Basilan and Jolo are too small and and they can be easily be trapped there, hence the ASG
leader’s decision to move out in Central Mindanao where he is now railying Maute Group members to support

1S818.

As of this posting, Maute Group members are piaced at around 100 armed fighters.
“We know he is there so we are conducting operations against them in Lanao Del Sur, near the Butig area, just
beside Lake Lanao, we've have been there before with the President sometimes last November or December,

so we continue to operate against the ASG,” the DND chief added.

He said all of these information are from their intefligence sources.
As this develops, the Western Mindanac Command (WMC)'s 103rd Infantry Brigade under Col. Nixon Fortes

scored another major breakthrough in its intensified campaign against the terror groups of ASG, Maute Group
and foreign terror groups holed in Butig, Lanao Del Sur.

“The terror groups are reported to have sustained a major casualty with a number of them dead or seriously
wounded after a midnight (between the 25th and 26th January 2017) surgical air strike and a well-directed and
observed artillery rounds accurately landing in the identified locations of the terror groups,” Armed Forces of

the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson Col. Edgard Arevalo said.

As of this posting, ground troops have established foothold and begun their assault to the same objective of
‘he preliminary attack midnight.

They are now cautiously advancing to their designated objectives — the location of ASG leader isnilon
{amilon, his select group, and the Brothers Abduiiah, Omar, and Otto Maute, and possibly other foreigners

oining their notorious group,” he added.

Ne will await the vaiidated details of the results of this operation as soon as we get eonfirmations from our
roops now on the ground,” Arevalo said.
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Removing Joma Sison from terrorist list is US’
prerogative—DND

By: Frances Mangosing-

Jomz Sison. FILE PHOTO

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said they see no problem with the Philippines’ plan tc request the United
States to de-list Communist Party of the Philippines founding chairman Jose Maria Sison from the list of
internationai terrorists.

The recommendation of the government is to aliow “for his Philippine homecoming withou: being arrested,”
according to the Office of the Presidential Adviser o the Peace Process (Opapp).

‘Bahala na yung US kung pakinggan tayo kung ide-deiist o hindi. That's actually the prerogative of the US to
de-list or not de-list people in their list who are terrorists,” Lorenzana told reporters in g press briefing on
Thursday.

The de-listing of Sison was one of the recommendations agreed upon by the Philippine government and the
National Democratic Front on their fourth day of peace negotiations in Rome. -

Sison sought asylum in the Netherlands and he can be barred from re-entering Europe once he travels outside
EU countries. The US, which has contro! of the fnternationai Police (Interpol), can always arrest Sison outside

Europe.
The Opapp said that that the inclusion of Sison in the US terrorist list *has become a stumbling biock™ for him

to come home to the Philippines.

Qnog_Sisnn.ismmovedirom4he—iﬂfemaﬁﬁnai-terrorist‘listﬁ1’eWI be aliowed to attend the succeeding peace
talks outside Europe. JE
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