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SECURITY GPERATION. Government troops secure the perimetér of B

Hapilon was reparted to heve been injlfed after continui ml tary Op“ratsons Mark Navaie <
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Group (ASG) who 1§ on the

Washington for his involvement in the

2001 kidnapping of three Americans in -

the Philippines, and has a $5-million
bounty on his head from the US gov-
ernment. _ - T
The 50-year-old militant is a senior
leader of the ASG, & notorious kidnap-

for-ransom gang based ifthesouthern {7
Philippines, and security analyst§'say |
the Tslamic State (S) group has Tec-
ogrised him as its feader in Southeast -

Asia. e

Meantime, a sub leader of the ASG
who is facing 87 counts of Kidnapping,
illegal detention and murder was ar-

rested at dawn Friday in Zamboanga

“Police Regi

United States! list of "Most
A Wanted Terrorists” has been-
wounded in military airstrikes, the Phil- -~
ippine defense minister:said Saturday.
Isnilon Hapilon was indicted in".

';bffi(Fridéy, Hapﬂon) is still

Lorenzana said.

by gromnd artillery and air support.”:
" Lorenzana added the military offen-

. Kidnappings-for-ransorm.

Wwati in 2001, according to the Us. -

ing carried by four men in a makeshift - includit

streteher moving northeast of Butig," * " having

100 |

" of militants formed in the 19908 with

“'seed money from Al-Qaeda, preys on’
“yesselsin the waters '-betweer}-Malay»

"Troops are mﬁﬁt‘ﬁﬁrsuitis'uppsrbéd i

: sié;'-'indonesia and the Philippines and .
* Has earned millions of doliars from
Hapilon was involved in the Kidnap-

: pmg of three Americans from & resort
" -inthe western Philippine island of Pala- -

mpanions
entifiedas -

“The Abu Sayyaf, a loose ne

The militantslater heheaded one cap-
“tive in their stronghold in Bastlan jsland
in the strife-torn south while another
hostage diedinthe crossfive with soldiers
_during arescue operation in 2002

. The third American was freed.’

| (AFP and Nonoy E. Lacson) - -

Jaafar with aliases Jaafar Mundi, Abu
Jaafar, Aren, Ben and Abu Raba.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
said Hapilon was "seriously wounded"in
military air strikes on Wednesday inthe
mountain town of Butig, 800 kilometres
(500 miles) south of Manila.

boanga peninsula (PRO-9) Director .
Chief Supt Billy Beltran identified the |
arrested ASG sub lealler as fraizal

A
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. llcopter gunshlps m

' Warnmg 0 the M

“MNLE, “which ‘Had mgﬁed epa-
rate] peace deals with the govern- o
ment, assured the President on’

.COTABATO  CITY
Duterte heas wartie
to “fozget about "pe

-~ do operation -

- - Malaysian terror suspect inside :

. an MILF-controlled area that
“resultedin the death of 44 Spe-

. clal Action Force troopers. :

' “This time, do not allow the

NI Duterte”

the Maro IsIarmc Llhera’aon
Front (MILF) on Pnday when he
visited soidiers who' had been
wounded in - ciashes With the
Maute-and Abu Sayyaf gr
which had pledged aIIeglance to
the Islamic State (IS) group. o
Leaders of the MILF

Saturday there will be no shelter
-for terrorists in their carips:
- Mr. Duterte recalled that m

_groups, .

the 2015 Mamasapano clagh, the
- security forces did not coordi=
nate with the Maro rebels, i

the clebacle of 3 p'bhce'comman—

Maute and other terrorist groups
to enter or seek refuge in your
camps. 'd be forced to tell the
AFP (Armed Forces of the Ph111p~

pines) and the police, ‘Get in,™ he _

said. “We'll have a serious mis-

'understanding if that happens.”

. but if

_ Action Group t6 run after Abhu
- Sayyaf leader- Isnilon’ Hapilon
“and’ the Maute brothers in
‘Lanao delSur.

“I do not want war .

“'you give territory, that's anoth-

er thing. I'd just say forget about
beace, iet's just fight,” the Presi-
dent added.

MILF  first - vice chair
Ghadzaii Jaafar said “the fear of

_against . a -
' Vzolaf:zon of the accord

Romeo Sema; a’ member of
_the ¢entral commlttee of the
- Muslimin Seria’ faction of the
“MNLEF, said they made a clear

the Presxdent will not happen "
“We don’t have any inten-

hét helpxng state enemxes isa

stand years ago not to %:oIerate
terrorism.

“We will never shelter terror-
ists because we are sincere in the
peace agreement,” Semasaid.

MILF chief peace negotiator
Mohagher Igbal said they had
reactivated . theijr -AdhociJoint

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana said on Saturday that

id, ;addmg'f

'makmg sure that no innocent
ed” in military air strikes three lives are lost in the antiterror
in_the mountain  operation in Suly,
- Maguindanao and La

Haplion was serxously wound-

ana told the French by conducting ~“sutgical air’
news agency Agence France- strikes” on specific targets.
Presse (AFP) that Hapilon was The Philippine Air Force
being carried by four men in a  said two Korean-made FA-5o
makeshift stretcher, jets and helicopter. gunships
. Hesaid fc;ur other compan- conducted the aerial assaults,
ions of Haplion had been killed, The FA-zos dropped bombs
including - -an-: 'Indonesmn he over rebel pesitions in Butig on
identified .as" havmg the alias Wednesday, the first time the
“Mohisen.? i newly acquired fighter jets had
. Hapﬂon 15 on the US list of been used in combat.
“Most Wanted Terrorists” and Duterte said he was “more
has a $5-million bounty on his worried” about Isiamic scholars,
head from. Waqugtozz for the who allegedly promote terrorism.
2001 kjdnappmg of three Ameri- “They are not carrying guns
cans in the Pluhppmes two of butthey go around {(as) mission-
whormn had been killed. aries. They have their agen-

285, 5285

' Security analysts say the IS da—terrorism,” he said. —witk 5} 845.0555 | goal: 5
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loyal ko Mayor
" Rasul $angki of
Ampatuan towh,
_who was issued
‘a saarch warrant
for alleged
involvement in
Thegal drigs.
(Courtesy of.
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g AYUTE. President Rodrigo Duterte and 6th infantry Division
cormmander Brigadier Gen. Amneil dela Vega salutes a mititary honor
guard Friday at the 6ID Headguarters in Maguindanao. Mark Navales
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BY FERNAN MARASIGAN

“HE Department of National Defense™
(DND) and the Armed Forces of the
Philippines are seeking the revival of

military exercises with Singaporean troops,
which have been shelved for more than 20
years in the absence of a covenant.

DND Secretary Delfin Lo-
renzana said Filipine soldiers
can learn a lot from Singaporeans
who have a weli-developed de-
fense establishment even if their
country is small.

Dubbed the Apoa Singa, the
bilateral exercises staried in 1994
following the signing of a meme-
randum of understanding between

the Philippines and Singapore——squarekilometers; very smatl, but

The program was stopped two

I —rer—t

vears later because of the absence
of an agreement similar to the Visit-
ing Forces Agreement hetween the
Philippines and the United States.
“We will look into the revival
of that Anoa Singa. That's good
because we could aiso learn a lot
from Singaporeans. You know
Singapore is a very small country,
six million people, an area of 675

The Hantda Times

fense industries,” Lorenzana said.
_ He disclosed that his counter-
part in Singapore broached the
revival of the program after noting
that Singapore has no bilateral
exercises with the Philippines. Sin-
gapore has mounted mititary drilis
with Australia, Taiwan and other
countries in Southeast Asia.

“$o the defense minister of
Singapore and | talked about it,
and he said we'll talk some more
about this. They would like to
conduct exercises with us also,”
Lorenzana added.

If both countries can finish the
discussion this year and draft a
memorandum of agreement,
the bilateral exercises could be
carried out early nexi year,

_ Meanwhile, the defense secre-

Page: A >

defense bﬁdget, lamenting that
the department has been under-

“funded for the past 50 years: = "7

In recent meetings with law-
makers, Lorenzana said Singapore
has been spending three percent of
its gross domestic product (GDP}
for defense while other countries
in Southeast Asia were spending
at least two percent. These are the
reasons why these countries have
more ships, aircrafy, and equip-
ment, Lorenzana explained.

"1 told themiwe should increase
our budget, we have been underfund-
ed for the past 50 years that is why
we carmot buy equipment,” he sald.

Lorenzana said if Congress will
double the 1.2 percent of the
GDP it was allocating to defense

spending, Defense and military ¢

they have also developed their de-

tary is seeking an increase in the

officials would be conient.
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. " warehouses or runways “which, to be
: '-'-fcrce 5 bulidtl{p in the Philippines clear, would offer significant benefits
: -'.-under" the. Erhanced Defense for the Philippine military, would have
' ' A,%reement (EDCAYwdll . to be allocated and approved by (the'
:by 'US) Congress.”. “And the exie :

the USCongress and -

: forelgn affa;reﬁmbhcatmn said,

= The Tokyo

: ‘said fundmg for the constriretion of
“some facilities in the Philippines over

the mext few years, such as

erican rhetoricsof: .-

: Preé1dent Dutérte, an authoritative
 gbout demoeracy and human rxghts

ased The Diplomat

which this gets scrutinized and tied
into concerns by some TS. lawmake -

concerns in the Philippines will

“"depend on what the Duterte

administration does outside of the
) Turn to page 2
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added.
It sdded thar for ali i(ne
headlines that My D “*‘1%__

mcluding Gl
“separation” from the United
Srates. “more often than not his
rhetoric does not translate wal inie
reafity.”

“While Duterte had calicc for an
end of all U.S-Philippine milliary
_exercises, defense officials including
Defense  Secretary  Delfin
Lorenzana had indicated that
Daterss: i fact had little kmowledge
about the full extent of ties, even

generales,

- though his anti-Americanism i quite-

real and deepiy-rooted.” il added.

It said the "indications we have
had s¢ far ic thal certain aspesis
o U5 -Philippine military vie: may
be dewngraded {but: meiov
agreements would remaix it piese.”

“During a January 26 press
cenference in Camyp Aguina
Lorenzena confirmed
imptementation of EDCA va: ©
or as planped,” ¥ added.

It noa
rurelr restating what he an? ¢
have Indicated previousiy
spict ¢f some changes. the D
goverpment would stll continug i
adhwre 1o all previous BETeEmEIS

Washington and Monila
o include EDCA
¥_4 goes on— Lorenzanl
Lorenzana.snhse ;

Whal The

that Lorenzan: v

L

clarified 1 reponers, the Fentagor
sos indicated that the Uniec Sues
would cuntinue implementing i
mans i “the EDOA-choser: culap
- miganing those that were aicud)
approves by both sides lasi I\izn"*%-
andel the Aquino governmeni.’ i
gric.

e firs: five locations tha et

HHGE

w had agreed 1o following

sixth annual Bilateral Security
Dialogue (BSD) in Washington, I1.C.
were the Antonio Bautiste Adr Base;
Basa Air Base, Fort Magsaysay:
Lumbia Air Base; and Mactan-Benite
Ebuen Air Base.

much in the details. We would have
10 loek at things such as the
equipment that the United States
is placing in these bases as well as
what kind of activities are going on
between the two sides.” it added.
Both sides approved the initial
sites with an understanding that
given the controversial history of
U.S. military presence in the
Philippines in general as wel} as the

—geriginy on EDCA in particular, the

initial focations would be the lower-
hanging frait, with more sensjtive
locations appreved farther down the
line that would allow for more
robust cooperation. i said.
li added the cegree to
that progression continues
Dhierte remains t¢ be seen,
“EDCA is still on and according
0 the Penragor (V8 Deparimen o
piefense) they will stari constracting
some facilities in the EDCA chosen
camps (like; Bassz Alr Base (in
Psmpangaj. Bauiisiz Alr Base
{Palawan) and Lumbiz Airfield
{Cagavan De Ore) I think the firg
camp that thes wili develop are
facilities 7thaiy are iv Basa”
Lorenzanz had announced,
LOrenzans saic nosaibie favilivies

wiieh
pnder

runways, buildings for therr troops
and sterage areas for their
equipment.

“They can leave the bulidings
there and leave ang they can come
back again. thai is the idea of
EDCAY the DMD chief added.

While construction s expectad
ponnie yen v

thic waar Lorenzan:
P
of the

whoexact date o the star

Ve devil hers wowld 1ié very

W that she Americanewill sei up aye  Board mel 1o define eneroises

construction as it i depeudent on
the US budgetary aliocations.
Lorenzang said Air Deiere is
gware ¢f these plans,
*(He) is okay with thit. bacause
lie earlier said thar (his

Tadministrationt wiil honor all”
agreements that were emmec into
by the previous governmens,” he
added.

The DND earlier announcsd that
EDCA with the US will continue but
it will focus on humeanitzrian
assistence and diszsier relief,
counterterror, and anfi-narconics
operations.

Earlier, DND public affairs
office chief Arsenic Andolong the

implementation of BDCA withithe

U8 would continne bt jte fogus will
be on humanitarian assisiance and
disaster relief, counterierror. and
anti-narcotics operasions.
“EDCA will continue
uncder the basis of b
dirsgtion.” he added.
“Like before all agresment: and
the treaties are stili in place Tandy
VOU CBL Say The Presiaan i the
reset button and these are new
Oparating parametar: Wher I comet
te these agreements.” aneuiong
The DKD would sise 0w Gowr
military exercises with the Lnilred
States. Andelong added.
Lasi November., dmericarn and
Filining offictals unde: tne kMusial
Defense Board-Securiny Ingugenen

whers the Philippines wil: ne ionger -
participate.
“WNo specific

wro

numher

available vet]. but K {exercises  will
be reduced to less tharn 167
Andolong added.
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www phiistar.com
Duterte assures tmops full medical care if womded in batﬂe

ol Unsor(philstarcomy - Jantary 28, 2017 04 2am
MAGUINDANAQC, Philippines — President Rodridgo Duterte on Friday assured soldiers in central Mindanao of

utmost medical care if injured in clashes with terrorists and drug traffickers.

Duterte made the promise before hundreds of enlisted personnel and officers of the Army's 6th Infantry
Division while at Camp Siongcoe in Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao on Friday afterncon.

Duterte came to pin merit medals on 12 soldiers wounded in firefights with the group of wanted Ampatuan
Mayor Rasul Sangki in a hinterland in Ampatuan town in Maguindanao on Thursday

Sangkl who was elected mayor of Ampatuan in May 2016, is included in Duterte’s list of politicians allegedly
involved in the trafficking of narcofics.

Duterte said all of the government’s fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters can be used anytime to airlift wounded
soldiers from the field to any hospital anywhere in the country,

“Don’t worry about me, for | can take commercial flights. You can use even the presidential choppers,” he told
the personnel of 6th 1D during a traditional military “talk to the men” session,

While at Camp Siongco Hospital, Duterte lauded physicians, nurses and Army medical attendants for taking
care of soldiers wounded in combat.

No fewer than a hundred soldiers from different units of the 8th ID have been wounded in recurring encounters
since 2010 with members of the outlawed Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters in areas supposediy covered

by the government’s ceasefire accerd with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front.

The BIFF, an outlaw group not covered by the ceasefire pact, boasts loyaity to the Islamic State of irag and
Syria.

The group, which splintered from the MILF in 2010, uses the black ISIS flag as banner and has been enforcing
a ruthiess Taliban-style justice system in isolated areas. Muslim residents reject the practice for being obsolete

and barbaric.

Duterte told soldiers at Camp Siongco the spread of focal groups with “1SIS ideology” is a problem his
administration is trying to address effectively.

He also implored the Moro National Liberation Front and Moro Islamic Liberation Front — rebel groups that the
government has signed peace pacts with -- not fo give members of terror groups sanctuary in their camps and

communities.
' ' R Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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www.inquirer.net
4 killed, 10 soldiers wounded in antidrug operation vs mayor

Philippine Daily_inguirer / 12:12 AM January 28, 2017
COTABATO CITY—Four gunmen protecting the mayor of a Maguindanao town listed as a drug suspect were
killed in a ciash with j[awmen trying to serve a search warrant on the official on Thursday, authorities said.

At least 10 soldiers were wounded in the clash, which broke out as a team of policemen and soldiers were

entering the town of Ampatuan io search the houses of Mayor Rasul Sangki and.his.men...

Senior Supt. Jimmy Daza, head of the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group in the Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), said the team was in the village of Saniag when they were met with heavy

gunfire.

State witness
Daza said reporis reaching police were not clear if Sangki was with the armed men.

Sangki is a state witness in the 2009 Maguindanao massacre. Last year, President Duterte named him as
among mayors and other officials involved in the drug trade.

Sangki vehemently denied involvement in drugs and went to Camp Crame, the Philippine National Police
headguarters, {o ciear his name.

Senior Supt. Agustin Tello, Maguindanao police director, said the operation against Sangki and his men is
continuing and backeg by two MG-520 attack helicopters. Sporadic gunfire confinued until early last night.

Myrna Jo Henry, speaking for the ARMM's Humanitarian Emergency Action Response Team, said the ARMM
government has given aid fo displaced families from the village of Salman and areas nearby.

Displacement
"Many of them left without much valuables,” Henry told the Inguirer after distributing food packs to displaced

families at the municipal gymnasium of Ampatuan on Thursday.

— Some-told-us-theylefi-behind-their-work-animals-such-as-horses-and-carabaos-as-well-as-theirproduce”
Henry said.

“They had just harvested corn and palay,” she said. No civilian was hurt in the clash, Henry said.

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman said the regional government continues to support Mr. Duterte’s war on drugs.

‘Narcopoliticians’
Several other Maguindanac officials are also being linked to the drug trade, including Talitay Mayor Montasir

Sabal, who is now in hiding.

“We support the President's campaign even in the judicious use of intelligence funds in the maintenance of iaw
and order,” Hataman said.
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ARMM Interior Secretary Noor Hafizullah Abdullah said the region, as part of the war on drugs, aiso wants to
establish drug- and crime-free communities. —EDWIN FERNANDEZ WITH A REPORT FRONM CHARLIE

SENASE
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Lorenzana: Top terror leader Isnilon Hapilon ‘seriously wounded’ . |
Agence France-bresse / 03:48 PM January 28, 2017

Defense Secretary Delfin

Leorenzana. FILE PHOTO
A top leader of an |stamic militant group who is on the United States’ list of “Most Wanted Terrorists” has been

wounded in military airstrikes, the Philippine defense minister said Saturday.

isnilon Hapilon was indicted in Washington for his involvement in the 2001 kidnapping of three Americans in
the Philippines, and has a2 $5-million bounty on his head from the US government.

. The 50-year-old miliant is a.senior leader of the Abu Sayyaf, a notorious Kidnap-for-ransom gang based in the
southern Philippines, and security analysts say the Islamic State (I1S) group has recognized him as its leader in

Southeast Asia.

Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said Hapilon was “seriously wounded” in military air strikes on
Wednesday in the mountain town of Butig, 800 kilometers (500 miles) south of Manila.

“As of {Friday, Hapilon) is stiil being carried by four men in a makeshift stretcher moving northeast of Butig,”
Lorenzana told AFP.

“Troops are in hot pursuit supported by ground artiliery and air support.”

Lorenzana added the military offensive killed four of Hapilon’s companions including an indonesian he
identified as having the alias Mohisen.
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The Abu Sayyaf, a loose network of militants formed in the 1990s with seed money from Al-Qaeda, preys on
vessels in the waters between Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines and has earned millions of dollars from

kidnappings-for-ransom.

Hapilon was involved in the kidnapping of three Americans from a resort in the western Philippine island of
Paiawan in 2001, according io the US,

‘The militants later beheaded one captive in their stronghold in Basilan island in the strife-torn south while
another hostage died in the crossfire with soldiers during a rescue operation in 2002. The third American was

freed.

Hapiion has pledged allegiance to IS, which has endorsed him as "amir for Southeast Asia,” according to a
2016 report by the Jakarta-based think-tank institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict.

“Southeast Asians in Syria have pledged their loyalty to him,” the report said.

Hapilon was based in Basiian but Lorenzana said this week that-he had moved to Lanaoc del Sur province, 300

kitometers (180 miles} east, in a bid o establish an (S presence there,

Lorenzana added Hapilon was "“trying to ralty” into cooperation the Maute group, another gang which had
pledged allegiance to IS,

www inquirer.net

Bombs drop on terror groups’ lair

Casuaiues reportet% in air strikes targeting Abu Sayyaf Maute group in Lanac del Sur province

By: o sy Bhallen, Julle Alingts - Ginguirerdoln

Philinnine Da!\r noulrer [ 12:24 AM January 28, 201?

ZAMBOANGA CITY-—Islamic State-affiliated (IS) terror groups converging in Butig town in Lanao del Sur

province became the first state enemies to experience the capability of the military’s newly acquired FA-50 jets.

There were reports of casualties on the side of the Maute group and the Abu Sayyaf, led by Basitan-based
Isniton Hapilon, dguring bombing operations in their encampment areas, military officials said.

However, the actual body count had yet to be determined as ground troops were still inching toward the area
that the two FA-50C jets had targeted on Jan. 26. The aircraft were part of the assets of the 7th Tactical Fighter

Crnarirnm »f tha Bhilinnins Air Fores
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‘We will await the validated details of the results of this operation as soon as we get confirmation from our
troops on the ground,” said Col. Edgard Arevalo, the military spokesperson.

But intelligence reports showed initial assaults killed at least four miiitants, possibly including a Malaysian, and
reportedly wounded Hapiion, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana told The Associated Press (AP).
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Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., the commander of the military’s Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom),
described the bomb run by the jet fighters as a "surgical operation,” meaning the targets were specific.

He said soldiers from the Army’s 103rd Infantry Brigade were "cautiously advancing to their designated
objectives—ithe location of [Abu Sayyaf] leader isnilon Hapilon, his select group, and the brothers Abdullah,
Omar and Ottc Maute, and possibly other foreigners joining their notorious group.”

 "We will relentfessly pursue these lawless groups. We will not allow them to thrive in any part of our country to
sow terror to our people. Your Armed Forces of the Philippines——through the support of our people and local
government as shown in this case—will frustrate every attempt to disrupt our normal lives,” Gaivez said in 2

statement.

Lorenzana earlier confirmed that Hapilon, now considered the head of IS in the Philippines, had moved to
Central Mindanao in & bid to unify extremist groups such as the Maute and the Bangsamoro Isiamic Freedom

Fighters.
—“Iapiion] moved to Central Mindanao, allegedly on-the behest of the IS people in the Middle East, to find out if ———

Central Mindanac is more conducive to the establishment of an organization because, according to the report,
Basitan and Jolo are too small. They would be easily cornered there so they are looking for a bigger area,”

Lorenzana told reporters in Manila on Thursday.

Hapilon, who is on the US Department of Justice list of most-wanted {errorists woridwide with up to $5 million
bounty for his capture, moved to Butig from his stronghold on southern Basilan island a month ago to look for a
base for his new militant alliance, Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Eduarde Afio told AP.

Butig Mayor Jimmy Pansar confirmed that Yakan and Tausug-speaking armed men were seen arriving in his

town,
“This is Hapiion's group,” he said.

Galvez said American troops stationed af the Westmincom headguarters here have been helping the military in
sc far as sharing intelligence and other {asks.

“They help in analysis of data, do some assessments and confirmation, but they are not going down [there]”

. he said.

Galvez said the Butig operation involved only Filipino operatives.

L N T moam b B Tam pidime tarmm i [} Fom e AR} En arcs pon v [
There are no US troops in Butig, walang US forces Gyaii. vwE Nave a Ndime

Mindanao Command, they are deployed here and confined inside. They are not aliowed tc leave the camp,” he
told the Inquirer by telephone.
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“We have dedicated people on the ground and this effort is supported by local governments and other peace-
inclined groups,” he added.
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He said ground troops, on Friday, were moving toward the area where armed groups were believed 1o have
camped prior to the air raid,

in Cotabato City, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) ordered its men in Central Mindanao and in Lanac
del Sur to help pursue Hapilon and the other ferror suspects.

Mohagher igbal, MILF chief negotiator, said the MILF was invoking the provisions set for the Ad hoc Joint
Action Group, an anticriminal body tasked to interdict and rsolate” crrmmai groups, such as kidnappers and

“terrorists. —WITH WIRES REPORTS
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TraDoC's OCS produces 47 brand-new 2nd lieutenants

MANILA, Jan. 28 (PNA) - In line with efforts to recruit qualified and competent people for its roster, the
Philippine Army's (PA) Officer Candidate School (OCS) graduated 47 brand-new 2nd lieutenants on Friday.

WThe OCSis operated by the Camp O Donneil Tariac~based Training and Doctrine Command (TraDoC)

Capt. Alberto Caber, TraDoC spokesperson, said the new OCS graduates consist of 36 males and 11 females,
alt members of the Officer Preparatory Course Class 66-2016.

TraDoC commander, Maj. Gen. Herminigildo Francisco Agquino said the top three graduates were 2nd Lt
Jullymer Aranaydo from Cagayan De Oro City; 2nd Lt. Roel Andog from Catbalogan Samar; and 2nd Lt. Jay

Leysa from loilo,

Meanwhile, 2nd Lt Arnold Durias from Caloocan City received the physical fitness award while 2nd Lt. Dennis
Games from Criental Mindoro received the leadership award.

“Stay focused on your mission. It may take a lot of forms but all of these contribute to the fuffiliment of the Army
Transformation Roadmap. As | always say, mission first, welfare of your men always. Always work as a2 team
with your froops. As the saying goes, in union, there s strength,” PA vice commander Maj Gen. Hareld

—Cabrerossaid;

"Work together closely with our subordinates, as well as with our stakeholders and you will accomplish greater
things for the good of the PA and of our country. Remain faithful to the oath you have taken this day, and be
the best leaders that you can be. God bless and protect you as you begin your journey of leadership. | expect
to hear good news from your class very soon." (PNA)
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3 retiring Army generails given testimonial honors

MANILA, Jan. 28 (PNA) -- For their long and faithful service to the country, three retiring Philippine Army (PA)
generals were given a traditional testimonial review in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City Friday.

The three -- Maj. Gen. Rolando Picar, chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Resource
Management Office; Brig. Gen. Alian Martin, commander of the General Headquarters and Headquarters
-.Service Command of the AFEP; and Brig..Gen. Nelia Valmonte,.chief nurse.of the ARR - will retire from-senvige —

in February after reaching the mandatory retirement age of 56.

Picar, a member of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) “Sandigan” class of 1982, rendered 38 years and
nine months in the military service.

Prior to his current position, he heid vital posts in the Philippine Army, such as battalion commander of the 86th
infantry Battalion, 3rd Infantry Division in 2002; assistant chief of staff for operations, G3 of the 6th infantry
Division in 2004; and later as commanding officer of the Finance Center of the Philippine Army.

During Picar's stint as commander of theGGthlnfaniry Battalion, he strengthened the unit's community
partnerships and led successful Internal Security operations in Negros Oriental, Negros Occidental, and Sultan

Kudarat,

Likewise, Martin is & member of the PMA “Matikas” class of 1883,

He rendered 37 years and nine months in military service and took up key roles in the field while he was in the
Army.

He served as battalion commander of the 39th Infantry Battalion, 8th Infantry Division in 2000 and as
commander of the 302nd Brigade, 3rd infantry Division in 2014,

As commander of the 302nd Brigade, 3rd Infaniry Division, Martin successfully led the “Bayanihan” team
activities, bringing the army closer to the community. Such efforts greatly helped address the insurgency in the

provinces of Siquijor, Bohol, and Cebu.

On the other hand, Valmonte is one of the few female star officers of the AFP,

She has a bachelor's degree in nursing and a master’s degree both in nursing and hospital administration.
Prior to Valmonte's current position, she served as the Army's Chief Nurse.

During her stint, she was named as one of the Outstanding Professionals of 2015 by the Professional
Regulations Commission. She worked to improve the Army's nursing care services and ensured that the Army
nurses are capabile of providing the best medical and health care services to soldiers. (PNA)
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Defense chief eyes revival of joint military training with Singapore

By Priam F. Nepomuceno
MANILA, Jan. 28 (PNA) -- Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said they are

seriously considering the revival of joint military training with Singapore.

Formerly dubbed as Anoa-Singa, the joint military training started in 1994 after the Philippines and Singapore

-.signed a memorandum of understanding.in 1993

it was however stopped in 1996 due to the iack of a formal agreement between the two military forces.

Lorenzana said the DND is interested in reviving this partnership as the country can learn a lot from Singapore,
especially in the development of its defense industries.

"Singapore is a very smalf country, (with) 6 million people, an area of 675 sq. km. - very small, but they have
also developed their defense industries,” he added.

Lorenzana said the Singapofé%ﬁé"éfé 'p'roducing their own artillery and the Terex, an ?hféﬁf&_f}-g_}i%ing vehicle
that is of their own design.

What Singapore is lacking is an area where they can hold military exercises, hence it conducts its training and
drilis in Australia, Taiwan and other countries in Southeast Asiz,

Lorenzana said he will discuss the revival of the Anca-Singa with his Singaporean counterpart within the year,

(PNA)
CVL/PEN
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