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By Cynthia D. Balana .
@cynchdbING - - -

At Sy B Bt

. The chief of the Philippine Na-

- tional . Police on Monday shs-

: pended - controversial antinar- -

 cotics’operations to make way

Cthat the police force prosecut- -

and  robbery while using
the antinarcotics operation hs. = -

fot a cleansing of the ranks; af-
~ter President Duterte admitted

ing his briital war on drugs ui'fas
“corrupt to the core.” P

.- Speaking at a news confer-
“ence at PNP headquarters din

Camp Crame, Quezon City, Di-
rector General Ronald dela Rosa
said Mr. Duterte gave the order
to suspend the war on drugs at 3
a.m,, after a series of scandalsiin
which officers were caught
committing “murder, extortign

cover, . ..ol

“The President said we neéd
drastic actions and this is the
drastic action  we are takillg
rightnow,” Dela Rosa said,

The New York-based Huria
Rights Watch dismissed th
suspension of the war on drug
as a public relations stunt, u
less Mr. Duterte “seeks mean-
ingful accountability” for the
wave -of - drug-refated killings

LA T o T

seven months ago.

. umtleashed after he took offiv:[.

O#

.- Morethany,000 people havi
been killed since the Presiden";
launched the campaign afte

AIDG disbanded -

Dela Rosa announced the
dishandment of the Anti-fllegal
Drugs Group (AIDG), which was
invelved in the kidnapping for
ransom and murder of a South
Korean businessman last year.

At ‘a: news conference in

'Malacaﬁang late.-Sunday, Mr,

Duterte named the head of the
AIDG, Supt, -Bafaei Dumla_o i, -

- asthe mastermind of the abduc-
tion of Jee Ick-joo, who was tak-

“en-frotn’ his-héme i “Angeles
City, Pampanga province, on
Oct. 18 last year and killed inside
PNP headquarters.

The killers demanded Ps’
million in ransom from Jee’s
wife even though the business-
mah was already dead,

Choi Kyung-jin paid the ran-

_som, but her husband never

She asked the government
for help, leading to an investiga-
tion that resulted in the discov-
ery of the crime and the expo-
sure' of “tokhang for ransom,”
the police kidnapping for ran-
som operation carried out un-
der cover of Mr. Duterte’s
bloedy war on drugs.

" “You policemen are the
most corrupt. You are corrupt
to the core, It's in your system,”
Mr. Duterte sald as he railed
against Dumlao.

The President said he would

form a new interagency anti-

narcotics unit that would be

EnforcementAgency.

- “This time, because of the

sordid incident, let me reorga-

nize the system,” he said. “Our

enemies here are policernen

who are criminals.”
&7 Facing charges

- 'Dunlao, SPO3 Ricky Sta.'Is-
abel-~the alleged kiiler of
-Jee=~and.several other ‘police-
men;anid civilians are facing
kidnapping for ransom and
homicidé charges in the Angeles
City Regional Trial Court.

1" 0On Nov. 5 last year, a group
of policemen raided a fail in
Lly*te province and killed the
mayor of Albuera town, Rolan-
do’ Espiitosa Sr., who was de-

.tain_ed..on.drug.charge-s-‘.=.A.mth-er Lo

inmate was killed,

" The policemen claimed Es-
pinosa fought back to prevent a
search of his cell and was shot

: dead, but a Senate investigation

found . that the killing of the

“mayor was “premeditated.”

Twenty-four. officers, in-
cluding - the regional comman-
der of the PNP Criminai Investi-

i

H

taking office at the end of Jung FFAIRS ~ headed by the Philippine Drug 'm - Tel noé(ﬂi&) B45-0555 Local: 5285, 5295

Iast year.

ing police operations. The re
mainder are under palice inves]
tigation,

About 2,350 were killed durl PUIPOS.c. curviiyg v povpre. woown.Q the lan%:l.
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POLICE PURGE  Director General Ronald tileia Rosa, Philippine National Police chief, admlts a
was taking drastic action against policemen mvoived

breakdown in police discipline and says he

money again?” he said.

...)eld Rosa .said -he . had .or-.

dered the Directoraté for Inves-

_tigative Management, Internal
:-Affairs Service and Directorate

for Personnel Records Manage--

in crlmes durmg anews conference in Camp Crame in Quezon City. —Nmio JESus ORBETA

( OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC ARFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.

Lo

ore Furpose

gation and Detection Gtoup in
Eastern Visayas, Supt. Marvin -°
are facing multaple__

Marcos,
murder charges

Breakdowt in dlsmplme S
At his news conference on
Monday, Dela Rosa admitteq a
“breakdown of police disgi-

~pline” but said -he was :I'auﬁch~

ing a cleansing process to re-
store professionalism in the
ranks and regain public trust,

“Yes, | agree that thete is a
breakdown in pelice disciplinie,
otherwise things like ‘these
would have not happened,” he
said, referring to crimes involv-
ing officers.

Dela Rosa said Mr. Duterte
had ordered a review of PNP
records to determine how rogue
officers who had been dis-
missed managed to return to
the service. The review of the
reinstatements and of sched-
uled reinstatements will be g1v~
en priority, he said.

“I want to find out why they'

still come back. Do you want to

Serving change or do you want to make

ment to work together to pro-

“ducealist of rogue offlcers who o
‘had been reinstated.” £

“The PNP blamed the rein-

| statemefit of some dirty copson’
- the Regional- Appeilate ‘Board '
(RAB). ™
v "This 18" oul T problem, why
5 .scaiawag policemen are able to

feturn, Sorry, RAB members,

but since the RAB was put up,-

many scalawag policemen had -
been able to return [to the-ser-
vicel,” Dela Rosa said. '
The top cop admitted that
the kidnapping and murder of
ec had shaken the PNP and un-
dermmed its gains in the waron
drugé: ™ S
‘Momentary' suspension
“He said the  suspension of
the campaign was just “momen-

tary”rand would resume after
“the PNP had ¢leansed {fs ranks..

s thie drug lords: Youhave

: ybur day. This is your day. You

may[have -achieved] victory

-tight now, but there is always a
. time for reckoning,” he said. -

He sald he was sorry for the
good men in the ATDG who were
affected by the dlssoiutmn of

- the ghoup:

“Most of theém dre perform~
ing very well and I am very {sor-
ry] that they were affected be-
cause of the foolishness of [a
few bad ones},” he said.

Dela Rosa announced the
formation of a counterintelli-
gence task force that would

. oversee the purge of the ranks

and “police the police.”

He sald he would make sure
the composition of the task
force would be above par to
avoid ancther black eye for the
PNP. .

Dela Rosa satd he wanted to

“spend his remaining 11 moenths

dt the helm of the PNF restoring

“the good name of the police.

“WITH HEPORTS FROM MARLON
RAMOS, AEP AND REUTERS INQ
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-AIDG dissolved; PNP our of dru,cz wa

= i By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

There will be no motre knocking on doors of suspected dru ;|

: personahtles dfter Philippine National Police (PNP) chief Di
rector General Ronald dela Rosa suspended yesterday “Oplan
' 'Tckhaﬂg” ot the anti-illegal drug operahon‘ o

policeof its powet io” o the P}uhppi
~-enforce the anti~c§rug. “Prug Enforce
: oup - law. . Agency (PDEA
(AIDG) and allbther - Dela Rosa said the ™

g “opefdtions ag
similat police units ~ PNP is no longer al- illegal drugs.
in thefield tatﬁt‘ad to

jowed to conduct If hecessary, the:;_

implement Tokhang. anti-illegal drug op- PDEA will be aug{; :
He said the [deci- erations and would mented by the milis:
ston to dissolve the instead focus on-in-  tary in the conduct
AIDCwasbasedona  ternal cleansing. of its operations.:
ditéctive of?resqdent - In his directive, “Starting toda
: Duterte stripping the - “Dutertehandéd over Turti to Page
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- station-anti-illegal drug special
~operations-task forces /v i
ceeded in'cleansing its Tanks; the
- President would instruct them o
. continue the' war on'drugs. 1

- ersipromipted. the creation of the
fask force., o
i -':”..'I’hé."copnteriﬁtélligenée tagk:.

.~ force’s sole mission is to rin after .

- the scalawags in the PNP I warn

I am diséélf?ifﬁg the Ahtbﬂle{;éi :
Drugs Group and.all anti-drug

. units from the national downito.-

 Tokhang,

scalaWags,” headded. .
Dela Rosa said he and Duaterte
met overthe weekend and he took

180 kilos of shabi in Cagayén, -
- discovery of shabu labotatories irt-

Subic, Isabela, Central Luzon and
Catanduanes, and the atrest of
self-confessed drug lord Kerwin

il police station-level = PATD-
- SOTE DAIDSOTE SAIDOTE Al

of these are"now dissolved and

- deactivated, No more anti-dfug -
. operation,” Dela Rosa said, refer-

ring to the proviricial, district ahd

- The PNP chief created a coun-
terintelligence task force that
would go after police officers
engaging in criminal activities, -
including the illegal drug trade,
~-He said the killing at Camp -
Crame of Korean businessman Jee
{ck-joo allegedly by Senior Police

Officer 3 Ricky Sta. Isabel, SPOM4

Roy Villegas, Supt. Rafael Dumlao
and Ramon Yalung and three oth:

"the““oppﬂrftiﬁ"i"t}"?"'{'0' offer his resig-

nation over the Korean’s slay case.
- He'said the President turhed
down his resignation and ordered
him to weed out the bad eggs in
the police force,

The AIDG was fotrierly Anti-

- Ilegal- Drugs Special Task: Foree -
Ot RIDGOTE - ire i

In' 2015, the National Police

© Commission ordered the PNP
to change AIDSOTF to AIDG, a

permanent police unit tasked to
enforce Republic Act 9165 in sup-
port of the PDEA.

Saddened

AIDG chief Senior Supt. Albert
Ignatius Ferro was saddened by

- the deactivation of his unit, saying

he did not expect it.
“But we always expect the

~worst. I woeuld like to share a
2 quote: what is right should be kept ..

alt scalawags, try to fight this time
and you'll be dead,” Dela Rosa
said in yesterday’s flag-raising
ceremony at Camp Crame, !
- He said he is dismayed and.-

- ashamed svery tifte he hears fé-

ports about police officers getting

involved in illegal activities,

“How many of you here have
criminal minds like that of Sta.
Isabel and Dumlao? I know theri
are still many among you here
who think like them,” he aske ;
the officers. : i

He clarified that not al! policd
men have criminal minds.

“I'm sorry to those officers whi-
are doing their job well and are fu-
rious with what happened to Jee.|
don’t mean that all policemen aré

1

- he and:314 other members bf the
AIDG prepared to pack up their
belongings. : ' :

*. "Those who started the AIDG
are the most affected and sad.
Hindi nainan konting tao lang ang,
winasak niln kuudi isang buong

'Eapiudbd}' T

As part of the cleansifg pro- -

cess, the PNP will come tp with

- right, whatis wrong should bé set
wright,”. Ferro told Journalistsias

a consolidated list of policemen
who managed ‘to return to the
sezvice despite previous involve-
ment in criminal activities. -

-+ DelaRosaordered the Director=

ale for Investigation and Detective
Managenvieht, Directorate fof Per-
sonnel and Records Management
and Interhal Affairs Service to
gather the names of these officérs.
He questioned how these scala-
wag policemen managed to return
to the service, oooao o
An official of the Catholic Bigh-
ops’ Conference of the Philippines
(CBCP) exptessed support for
Dela Rosa’s order to put on hold
the anti-illegal drugs war. = . -
CBCP-Episcopal Commission
on the Laity ‘Manila Auxiliary
Bishop Broderick-Pabillo said he -
was pleased to learn that Dela

“Rosahas ordered: the susperision -

institution. Pere fatalima kaiiti;

sundit -nawiin ot instructions
ng liderato at Presidente,” he
added. (Not only a few people
were affected but an entire in-
stitution was dismantled... we’ll
however follow the President's
instructions).

Ferro expressed belief Lthat un-

~ der his leadership, the AIDG did

its best in addressing the problem
against illegal drugs and only a
few officers got involved in critni-
nal activities,

Ferro cited AIDG’s accomplish-
ments, including the seizure of

- of the campaign against iilegal

drugs to-focus on the internal
cleansing of the PNP. R
Pabillo said the stop on the crack-
down on illegal drugs is synony~
mous to stopping the extrajudicial
killings (EJKs) in the country. -

Y g(podffdcvbmpmént: | S S

hope they #éally push through
with it and this should now be a
big challerige to us because people
now... knowing that they’'ve
stopped the war on drugs, it
means they should stop the EJi,”
he added.”

The CBCP official believes this
would be a good opportunity
to shift the attention to another
aspect of the'campaign ~ to reha-
bilitate the drug addicts that have
surrendered.

~ With Non Alquitran, Evelyn
Macairan

!
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" NPAs seize

soldier;kill 2

.- Suspected New People’s
“Army (NPA) rebels seized an
Army soldier in Surigao del
Norte on Sunday and killed
two others in an ambush in
- iPyliFirst Class Erwin Sa-
Lan was taken while condaict-
irig commuinity sexvice in Ba-
rangay Budlingin in Alegtia
town with other members
of the 30th Infantry Brigade
(IB). At least 15 members of i
the NPA’s Sandatahan Yunil J‘

Pampropaganda-Lumad
Front Committee 16 led by
Florencio Liano reportedly
took Salan. REE
Lt. Col. Rico Amaro of the
30th 1B appealed to the rebels
to release Salan in support of
the peace negotiations with
the National DemocraticFront.
“o#We fully commit our-
-selves to peace. We support
the peace process, We have
high hopes that the leader-
ship of Guerrilla Front 16 also
have this commitment for the
benefit of every Surigaonon,”
Amaro said.
" Meanwhile, authorities did
...notidentify the soldiers killed
in an-.ambush in Batdngay
Benguet in Echague town
pending notification of their
respective family members.
Lt Col. Vladimir Cagara,
commander of the Army’s 1
86th 1B, said the soldiers, who E
were wearing civilian clothes, E
were escorling villagers to E

pick up seedlings for a tree
planting program when they E
were waylaid. o g
A local radio station re- |
ported that they received a
text message saying members
of the NPA's Benito Tesorio |
Command perpetrated the J
|

'
f
F
‘r

ambush. — Michael Punon-
gbayan, Ben Serrano, Ray-

mund Catindig, Ed Amoroso
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"':OMUCENO ] thhppmes NewMgency

_ EW Peaple’s Army (NPA) febefs kidnapped & member of
7 N the_Ar_my s 30th Infantry Battalion who was working as
a member of a peace and development team in Alegria,
Surigao def Norte, o1 Sunday aftetnoon,
No totive was given for the abliuction of Pfc. Erwin R. Salan,
1 _said the Armed Forces spokesman, Brig. Gen. Restituto Padiila.
*“Padiltasald Salanwas abducteddt 3:40p.m. inBarangay Budlin-
gm in Aiegrra by around 15 armed linen identified to be members
“of the NPA'S Sandatahan Yunit Pémpmpaganéa (SYP)-Lemad,
Front Committee 16, Nerth Fastern Mindanao Regional Commit-
tee (NEMBC) under the leadership of Florencie Llano, alias Ricky.
He added that the soldier was with yout}: volunteers and they
had just finished a cleanup drive in the vidnity of Limonde Falls, 2

. popular towrlst destination in the area, and were heading back to

.| - Barangay. Budllngm whe:} stopped bP(the rebels, whuthen grabiaeé
1 and fiedup Salart. i
‘Meanwhile, 11, Col.Rico Amaro 30th Infantry Bat almn com-

marzder,urgeti therebéls toreleasethe ahductedtrooperunharmed.
| "We fully comimit ourselves to; peace; we skipport the peace

" talks and peace protess; we have high hopes that the leadership of
Guerilla Front 16 also has this commitment for the benefit of every
Surigaonon. Itis not toolate to reihspkthe;ractmn we appeatinthe
name of peace, for the release of ouy comrade,” he added.

“As this developed, suspected Bangsamato Islamlc freedom- -

Flghters {BIFF) ried to overrun two Army and militia detach-
ments in North Cotabato after éo\rernmem forces, atthough
outnumbered, defended their posts early Sunday,

Supt. Romeo Galgo Jr., speakipg for the police command in
(entrat Mindanao, Said an undete’jhined number of BIFF qunmen
attacked a detachment of the Army’s Seventh Infantry Battation

' at Barangay Nalapaan, Pikit, at ah&ut 12:45 a.m.

Although outnumbered, the soiéners and Civilian Armed Forces
Geographical Unit {Cafgu) volunteers returned fire, forcing the at-
tackers to flee. No casualty was repérted o1 government forces.

we have high hopes

| Guermlla Front 16 also

- Surigaonon. It-

- too late to reth ml s
their action, we appeal
in the name of peace,

comrade.”

has this commitment
for the benefit of every __

for the release of our
AMARO

Gaigo could not say if the attackers sustained casualties,

At ahout 4 a.m., the same group, sing rocket-propefled
grenades and assault rifies, harassed an Army hase in Barangay
Pagangan, Aleosan, also in North Cotabato. '

A 30-minute firefight ensued.

The two detachments are 3 kilometers apart.

Galgasaid the North Cotabate portion of the nationat highway
finking Cotabato City and Davae is now apen after the military
cleared the area. .

B surselves to peacé,f_;”?;
‘we support the | peace
talks and peace process;
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;'__NPAS _take__ soldler m Surgao delNorte

: ducted Sunday by some- 15 armed men -
" identified to be members: of the NeW'
People’s Army (NFPA) :

LA rﬁilitai‘yf; personnel-belonging
" to the Philippine Army-deployed-as a -

Reports said the scldier ﬁelongmg-
to the 30th Infantry Battalion Eof the Ar- -
my’s 4thdnfantry Division:

L member ofthe Peace and Development
w ‘ udtingin;  edly abducted by menibers o
* the NPAS Sandatahan’ Yuni

:;_NPAS take Soldler. ..

' .Pammopaganda (SYP) Lumad Frcnt

" Committee 16, North Eastern Mind-
. ‘anao Regional Committee (NEMRQ)
wnider the leadership of Florencm Llano ’

- alias “Ricky.”

~ :Thesoldierwas 1dent1ﬁed as Prw'tte- _
F;rst Ciass Eer R Salan I—Ie 15 th :

:.-_ftectmn and preservation He'was \mth

youthvolunteers near the Lumondo faiis

' engaged in a forest clean-up drive. |
* Balan and the youth volunteers wére
returning fo Barangay Budlingin when
_they were stopped by the rebel group

One of the youth volunteeérs said: the o
A tied Salan and took him away,
- tions were-launched y-by-field units-of -
“'the 4015t and 402nd Infantry Brigades

- Col Rico‘Amaro appeal to-

‘Salan, “We {ully commit ourseives, 10
peace, We support the peace talks and

. peace process. We have high hopes that
the leadership of Guerrilia Front 16 azsa
‘has this commitment for the benefit of
every Surigaonon.,. We appeal in She
name of peace for the release of gur
comrade,” Amaro said. -

Since the government and NDF
declared unilateral ceasefires in
gust, 2616, there has been no armed
confrontation between the troops and

- armed tebel group for the release of -

commumst gueiriilas in Caraga region,
partictlarly in Surigao del Norfe.’
The government and the NDF
-concluded its third round of the for-
‘mal peace talks on January 25, 2017,

in Rome. Both panels signed ground
rules to speed up discussion on qomal B
“and ecoromic feforms: B
o However, ‘the NDF peace panel, -
reportediy disgruntled ‘over unhilfilled

. promises by government forces, gave

the forces in the field the go signal “to

withdraw from the unitateral ceasefire”

which the Communist group had been

enforcing since August this year.
Search-rescue operations

- Yesterday, search and rescue opera-

in Caraga region for Salan.

Surigao del Norte and Alegria local
government unit crisis committees were
activated yesterday to worlk for the safe
release of the soldier

The National Democratic Front
(NDI), the political wing of the CPP-
NPA, has not yet issued any state-
ment confirming if indeed, the NPA
had taken Salan, Lt. Col. Rico Amaro,
commanding officer of the 30th 15,
said yesterday.

Batangas raid

Meanwhile in Batangas, ‘about 25

residential resort in Nasugbu Sunday
Seciirity Officer Hniandg) Baon in hig re-

. portto authorities $aid at around 6:15 p.m.,

armed men in what appeared to be mﬂltary
uniforms ordered the security guards of

ver M6 rifles & g, and a

+ 38 caliber handgun, along with (e guards’ ©

cellphones dnd hand-held radios.

Thér they proceeded to the residen-
tial compound,; ‘where one woman and
four’ armed mern introtduced themselves,
clairing to-be inspectors from‘the De-

partment of Exvironment and N tural
: ;--Resour%'s DENR. S
The armed mien disarmed the g'uards

here and proceeded to ransack the build-
ing and offices inside the compound, They
confiscated two V16 rifles, three 12-gauge
shotguns, three.bmm, guns, 10 hand-
held radios; 10 ce!iphunes and a laptop
from sectrity guards of 3i International
Services, Inc. o

The armed men fled atter the inci-
dent. No'one among security guards

" and employees were injured. (With

reports from Danny J. Estacio and Lyka
Manaloy .
i

Selectwe Secumty'Agency in Barangay

armed suspected NPAs attacked and
dizarmed security guards of an exclusive
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Ans Newgunoress Pascaces Tenst sa Banse PBH

-+ 2saAmytodas saambush
" ECHAGUE, sabela - Dalawang sundalo ang kumpirmadong napatay matapos .
‘farmbangan sa Barangay Mabayad sa Echague, Isabgld. . Lo i
-, Ayon sa report, dakong 8:45 ng umaga kahapon nang isagawa ang a :
naikingfatay ng hindi pa napapangalanang mga tauhan ng Philippine Army.: -
TG personnels of 1BT: operators: of - 8618 - {Infantry Battalion):-while
 thelr way:to facilitate the TWG Wefe ambushed by {midentified armed. group.
:: Baraiigay. Mabayad, Echague, -sabela, ayon sa report na tinanggap ng lsabe

+ Police Provincial Office.
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Pahina.

NPA ambush: 2 sundalo utas

- TUGUEGARAO CITY,
“+Cagayan - Dalawang sun:.

“-dalo ang napatay makara-

- ang tambangan ng mga -

- rebeldeng ‘New People's
<Ay habang ine-eskortan
- ang convoy ng mga baran-
-.gay official. sa-Barangay
. Benguet, baya
gue; lsabela k

-~ Nagpahayag ng ngitngit. -
8Lt Col: Viadimir Cagara,
~kumander ‘ng Artny B6th -
= Battalion naynagsabing -
~lumabag ang thga rehelde;
o5& dmiiral na}ﬁ:e'asefire‘ hg-
- pamahalaan: e T
~t Hindi ming: binanggit
ni.Cagara-ang pangalan
- ng dalawang sundalo na
“hakasakay sa motorsiklo
-habang sinasabayan pa-
-lungo sa Bariangay Pob-
- facion ‘ang mga opisyal

nang araw na jyon,

- Ang hinanakit ni Cagara.
sa-mga rebelde ay ipina-.
-hayag matapos:marinig
- 8a himpilan ng radyo-ang
binasang text message

~ting peace talks.
“na-umano’y mulaisaNPA '

Benito Tesorio Command na -

b

~-umake se-aimbustis e
Sinisiyasat naman n
pulisya kung totoo-at-hindi -
katuwaan ang-mensahe
ha naglagay sa balag ng.
-alanganin sa‘hangyaya- -

Catindig =

mund -
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Army honors three retiring generals

PRV L IRELESREE

FORT BONIFACIO, Metro Manila — Three Army retiring generals were honored by the Philippine
WArmyin a traditional lestimonial review held on Friday, January 27, 2017,

l

Major General Rolando V Picar, Chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Resource
Management Office; ii’);'igadiezi General Allan F Martin, Commander of the General Headguarters and
Headquarters Service Command of the AFP: and Brigadier General Nelia F Vaimonte, Chief Nurse of
the AFP, will retire from the service upon reaching the mandatory retiremer}t age of 56 on February,
respectively. '

Army Vice Commander Genelal Harold Cabreras together with other HPA-based officers, enlisted
personnel, and civilian employees came to witness the ceremony and pay respect {o the generals for
their honorable service to the nation.

Picar. a member of the Philipgine Miitary Acadamy (FMA) "Sandigan class of 1882 renderad 38
vears and @ months in the miljtary servise. Prior to his current posilion he held vital posts in the
Philippine Army such as the Batlalion Commander of the 66" Infantry Battalion, 37 infantry Division in
2002; Assistant Chief of Siaff for Operations. G3 of the 6" Infantry Division in 2004; and {ater as the
Commanding Officer of the Fihance Center of the Philippine Army.

During Picar's stint as the commander for the 587 Infantry Battalion. he strengthened the unil's
community partnerships and lad suzcassful internal Security operations in Negros Oriental, Nagros
Oweoidental, and Sullan Kudarat, !

Likewise. Martin is also a member of the PMA from the "Matikas™ class of 1{983‘ He rendered 37
years and 9 months in the military service. He ook up key roles in the field while he was in the Army.
He served as the Battalion Commandar of 2¢ infaniry Battalion. 8" Infantry!Division in 2000 and also
as the Commander of the 302" Brigade, 3" Infaniry Division in 2014.

As the Commander of the 3027 Brigade, 37 Infantr y Division. Martin successiulty led "Bavanihan®
team activities bringing the army closer to the community. Such efforts greatly contributed in
addressing insurgency in the provinces of Siguijor, Bohol, and Cebu.

On the other hand, Vaimonte is one of the few female star officers of the AFP. She is a graduate of
Bachelor of Science in Nursing and has a Master's Degree both in Hospital Administration and in

Nursing.

Prior to Valmonte's current position she served as the Army Chief Nurse. During her stint. she was
awarded as one of the Outstanding Professicnals of 2015 by the Professional Reguiations
Commission. She worked to improve the Army's nursing care services and ensured that the Army
nurses are capable to providethe best madical and health care services to soldiers.

!
|
[
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‘. mand sa:
~takutin” djumane ang mga Mushim sa
lugar.- Ailg natwang bayan ang kila-
 lang kutal rin ng Moro Islamic Libera-
~tion Fronﬂ nangayon ay may peace tafks

s banib ang | sumabbg g

- ikinatt téy nig 3 bata at paghasugat ng
dalawang iba sa bavan ng Al-Barka sa

: m’agu]ong fatnwigan ng Basilan sa Mus-

© jim auteiiomous region sa Minddnag.

Ang pagsabog ay naganap kamala-

~iwea Batangay Danapali-at zgad itony
o

ibinintanj ng Western Mindanao Com-
Tebeldeng Aby Sayyaf upang

France’ Raplme] Alano, ‘;pokeaman ng

Western Mindanao Commaid {WMC}

bandang “alas-11:00 ng umaga nang,

maganap ang pagsabog.

Sa m]sy'd na impormasyen; gitidasas-

Bing gripo ni ASG feader Purnji tidama
ang itinuiurong responsable sa nasabmg
insidente dahilhindisila smusuportahaﬁ
ng mga residente sa lug'lt S

cammander -Major Generat (atlito

Mariing kinondena ni Weqm%inwm'

‘Galvez Jr.ang pagpapasabog hig bomba’

sa pamahgslaan ( kung saan ang mga inosenteng sibilyari
Naglalaro umano ang mga biktima pa ang mga naging biktima na karamihan
sa lugar tang sumambulal ang bomba.  ay mga bata. (Al Jacinto/Betchai Julian)

: ZAMBOANGA dmakxp
_ CITY ~Hawak ngayorn E’atu!oypa rin ang' :
. ng pulisya’ ang 9 katao.l*_opesdsyon ng mtl!tar" ;
matapos - sifang dakpin’ laban § Manie Froup At !
kahapon ng madaling. sa Abu Sayyafl sa bayan
araw sa isinagawang raid g Butig sa naturang
sa Marawi City sa Lanso latawigan.
det St‘lgprovil‘mc. At sa propaganda
Inifmbestipahan ang ng wmilitar, sinahi nilong i
mya dinakip sa hmdhng, majralay.nila amg 15 mga, . |
Ciay koneks'ynn sila sa ji- ;llnc]mt'lisugal'u_](lmel Ig-
hadist Maute group. Da- nilon Hapilon, ang fides ng
lawang bomba rin wmano  Aby Sayyafl ma kinukop-
Mg nasalmsam ng mga kop ng Maute group. sa
parak at sundalo sa naty-  operasyon mula pa noong
rangraid saisang gusaii sa nakaraang linggo. |
|

compound ng Mindanao Hindi namen ito ma-
State University, kumpirma ngunitiginigitt

Hindipawmabatidkung  ng militar na ito ay base
mivermbro o suppor fers saintelligence report nila,

ng Maute group ang mga (Al Jacinto)
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Basilan blast: 2 bata patay, 3 sugatan

Pahina.

L

S _ﬁ”ﬁ‘l’éw'a'h_gf:-_'b"éié” ang
‘namatay habang tatlo

i-ang nasugatan makargs
ang sumabog,ang bomba

ha ‘sinasabing itinanim
NG mga_bandidong Abu
| Sayyat Group $a bayan ng
Al Barka, Bi '

- ‘Major Gen. Carlito Galvez
-t Kinilala ahg mga nama-
tay na sina Niyadz Pising, 2;

- gumabog, _ =)
‘Agad namang isinugod:-
sa pagamutan ang mgg -
:biktima pero dalawa ang

nd Commander =

atOmbek Akbar, 5, habang

-ginagamot NaMman’sa ospi-...
tal ang inga sugatang sing -

Pahmiya Pising, Salmiya
Akbar, kapwa’ 4-anyos; at

-8 Buriama Akbar, 95
.. Base sa ulat; naglalaro=

.-8ng mga biktima-sa: gilid::

.-y kalsada nang mata

- pilok ang a kay

namatay habang sugatan

~Disyembre 201
‘g bata

hasugatan &g -
‘pagpapasabog ng’ bomba

naman angtatlo. ..
- Naniniwala: namap: &
(Galvez ha kagagawah ng -

~mga bandido: ang pagpa--

pasabog bilang tesbak s
opengiba fig’ militar upang -
durugin a‘ng_k'amra_'r_;g grupo.

- Magugunitasng DORg:
y dalawa: -

dalawa ang’ hasugatan-s
Ng mga bandide sa Brgy.
Bohe Piyang sa bayan din
ng Al Barka. Joy Cantos

1
i
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- By Cynthia D. '
@cynchdeNQ

' .Three camps of the 1ocal Maute B
tefrotist group:ih Butig,” Lanao ;
del Sur, have been- overrun by
the military, the Armed Forces of
the Philippines said on Monday.

- Brig. Gen, Restituto’ Padilla,
AFP spokesperson, said tHe en-
‘campmients . were in - the same
“areas hit by the-air strike by the -
Philippine Air Force last week.

Padilla® said these camps
were harboring both local and
foreign terrorists in Mindanao.

The pursuit and neutraliza-
tion "of ‘Matite ‘group members’
and the Abu Sayyaf Group within
six months were ordered by Pres-
ident Duterte to put an end to
MusHm terrorism in the South.

- Padilla said 15.Maute mem- '
bers were killed and eight oth- |
ers were wounded, including its ’
leader Isnilon Hapilon,

.- He said the military pursuit ..
“operations of high-value targets
would continue until remnants
of both groups were eliminated.

Padilla refused to reveal op-
erational details so as not to dis-
tract the troops from what they
are doing, iNQ
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-'--TATLONG maliliit na kampdng- banchdong Abn Sayyaf at'
terror group ang nawasak ng militar sa, '
... itg amiakaitan sa Lanao del Sur, ok
kay AFP spokesperson; BGen Restltutﬂ Padxil
ang araw walang tig ang sagupaan sa pagitan ng militar at
Et36 0 ristang grupo. sxmu!a noong Jarmary 25 hanggang .!antsary
2 :
- Ba hafos dalawang araw na ito, dito nawasak o nabomba ng
-mlhtar ang tatlong mga kampo na pmagkukataan ng mga_
: bandzdong grupo..

. 4 ngayon nagpapatu[oy pa rin ang operasvon ng tmlztar sa
: m 34 bandido sa Lanao del Sur,
atay sa mositoring ng militar ndsa 100 hanggang 150 mga _'
:-mWEmbm ng ASG, Maute group at Al khahfa Phil ang target ng'
kamlang opetasyon.
--.Una nang naiutat ng militar na nasa 15 bandjdo ang napatay 4’ :
“halos dalawang araw na labanan sa Butig, habang walo pa ang}-_:}'
sug'atan kasama st ASG leader Isniion Hapilon.
Kabilang din sa nasawi ang isang Indonesian terrorist sa .
_caSualtles ng ter orsstang grupo. =
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AFP seizes terrorists’
___camps in Butig,
Lanao del Sur

:and.the Maute Gtoup were tecovered by the Armed ;-

- Fiices of the Philippines (AFP) during focused mil- -
i itary operation in Bulig, Lanao del Sur. - - :
AFP spokesman Brigadier General Restituto Padil-
- lasaid governmerit forces bombed the camps as part of
+the continuous military operations against the ASG
- and the Maute Group hiding in the province,
- The airand ground strikeoperations were launched
- by the AFP based on the order of AFP Chief of Staff
Gen. Eduardo Afic, T

.- The focused military opérations ‘againgt the terror- :
- ists started on Wednesday last week and resulted to :
- -the killing of 15 enemies and the wounding of eight

others, including ASG feader Isnilon-Hapilon, who

was reported in critical condition and was needin
- blood transfusion from severe injuties he sustaine

during the fight, . R

- Among the fatalities were alias “"Mohdsen” an In-
- donestan tersdrist * Sahl Nid and aliag™"Sadat.” -
;4 Padilla said there wete 150 ASG and Maute mem- -
| bers hiding in the province: -+ i

: T Zalda delos Reyes-Palanca

R

| i i - 8 i 5285, 5285
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S .-.BYALJACINTO ek T
AMBOAN GA CITY: A homemade bomb ex- '_ |
- plosion killed three children and injured
two others in the town of Al-Barka, a known

stronghold of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front

(MILF) in Basilan. g

Secunty officials were quick to blame

- the Abu Sayyaf for the weekend blast,

saying the improvised explosive was

. Planted in- ‘the vﬂlage of Danapah,

" The victims - who were playmg in
the area < had accidentally trzggered the
bomb to explode.

It was tinknown how the bomt; ‘had

- been planited in the village undetécted '

: by sécurity forces.”

:.Last month; an improvised bomb_:__
"'exploswn 4lso killed two childien in

. Al-Barka's Bohe Piyang village.
- Military forces are battling Abu
- Sayyaf rebels and foreign jihadists in
-.Basilan, just several nautical iiles

from Zamboanga Clty

... Meanwhile, at least nine people .
';suspected of havmg links with-the

local jihadists were detained-after
a raid'(}n the compound of Min-
danao State University (MSH) in
Marawi City on Monday.

The policemen, backed by soldiers, also
seized two improvised explosives af an
apadrtment unit at the MSU compound,

It was unknown whether the men are .

members of the jihadist group led by
the Maute brotheis or their supportes.
Police were investigating all the sus-
pects while military operations contintte
against the jihadists in Lanac del Sur,

~civiliang: themseitms, :

|
|

i
1
i
i
i
i
E

over.the Weekend and that a senior -
leader of the Abu Sayyaf = lsnilon
Hapiloi = being coddled by the
Maute group was-also wounded in
the assault in Butig town.”

But the military’s claim cannot be
mciependently confirmed, although
security. dfﬁcmls insisted the reports
came: from ;ntelhgence sources and---.

Just recently; thé military sa;ci a
Malayszan and an Indonesian jihad-
ist were also slaifi in the operations
but troops failed to retrieve the bod-
ies of the;fighters.

Troops trere sent to the proviice to
hunt down Hapilon, who managed to

escape a nassive military operationin’......

Basilan-only to link tip with the Maute
group, whaose leaders are brothers Otto,
Abdallah and Omar Maute,

Defense Secretaty Delfin Lorenzana
saic Hapilon, who is also the local chief
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‘of the Islamic State i the Philippines,
was believed to have arrived in Lanao
del Sur in December fast year in an ef-
fort to further strengthen the unity of

various jihadist groups fighting for the :
establishment of a strict [slamic state. l
- The MILE currently negotiating
peace with Philippine government,
also ‘otdered its forces to help au-
-thoritiés hunt down’ Haplion and
the Maute brothers... . ... i
......... e e ?IESIdEHTDUiGl[ﬁhdS&ppealEdtDlhE - o
MILF and its rival group Moro National
Liberation Front not to provide shelter
to the jihadists and warned their feaders
ne would order the police and military
to pursue the fighters inside them ter-
titories in Mindanao. :
Security forces are also fighiing the
Bangsamoro tslamic Freedom Fighters,
Ansarul Khitafah, Khilafah Islamivah
Movement and Al-Khobar. Group,
- including so-called rogue MILF rebels,
- among other smaller grotps sympathiz-
" ing with the islamic State.
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A

{ S vEs ¥ i SR T
BOI z ‘b ClVlII ﬁS’ ASG t@g( j treatment. Wé’re:‘bra’yiﬁgforﬂleirsafe#
. , ) j ty.” Alano said in a phone interview, -
By Forante S, Solmerin man for the Western Mindanao ! The commander of the Western
_and John Paole Bencito _ Cdmumnand,  said. .l.l!t.‘.,...E?.-\i.]!!!.?-‘iigl“___l,m - Mindanao Cofiliiand, Maj, Gen. Car-
went oflat aroind 11 am. in Ba- { - lito G:ﬂ"ezjf wed to hunt down the
THLE A Sayyal sub-teader Fu-  radpay Danapah kilki iyads .. perpetraiors ' :
e ‘)')h e I'L‘ f‘l; ;jlgsy )l)(m l})rih kirl_hng Nw 1wl S Thig sava nd k_lllmg;nnocent._.-'
Fuji Incama has orderec his fol- - Piging, 2. and (_.)mha__lt Alchar, 5. vilians; mcludmg'chs!éren S unac-
luwers o bomb and kil civilians Alano also identilied the three eptable,” Galver said: o
- who do not cooperate with theny,  wdunded as Pamiya Pising and
(he milifary saitl Menday afler Saimiva Akbar otl 4 voars ohd,
two children were Kiled and three anll Suraima Albar 23

w7 e said the ASG is luilmg cmlmns
il their bodnbs &dpecially “those

who are not syiipathetic to theiy” and
- refused sanctuary Lo thern, .

Coothers were wonnded e blast om0 B The wounded were aidifivl w0 Alane. said. thal. Jast SPBAE, B GHTEIRE. oo o e
A Bk, Basilan o Sunduy. loFLaboaiga Oy lon inedesd altack was staged on Dec. 2 in Baran-
L Cobl Freo Alane. spohes- Mext prage - gay Bobe, Whem twp chddren per-

ished.

..On -Monday, Pre ldent Rodngo
- Duterte said lsnilor ngﬁom the hum-
“ber bwo man a0 fhe Abu Sayyaf, 1§ not
the head of the terror group represent-
ing the Islamnic Staie (1SES) in the Phil-
ippines, which granted hlm the titie of
. “Emir of Southeast Asgia.™:
- “The greatest danger now that man-
kind is facir\g is' feally - extremism,”
. Duterte said ina mzdn:ght press brief-
i,
: “And [Hap;iﬂn] was already given

“the blessing o be the feader of 1SIS. I
= don’t know if it covers Malaysia and
. -indonesia. But ki 18 now the top hon-
Frghoef the ISIS Be is _
; it Lanag end we Have s full tirie inihi- -
i = afy operation thete,?he added. -

. -0 Earlier, the’ military “said” Hapzlon

i was gravely wnunded and mneed of a
" blood transfugion >

On Friday, Disterte . thieaténed to
call off the bogoing peace talks with
Moro rebel proups should they provide
refuge to ISIS tcrmr:qts in their terri-
tories.

_ Hapilon has been the figurehead of '
athasdful ol XSS ol kowers frani difs.
- ferent groups such as tlic Abu Sayyaf
: - based my Basilan and %ulu, the Maute
1 - Group based in Butig, Lanao del Sur;
the Bangsemoro - Isthmic” Fréedom
Fighters based in Central Mindanao,
and Ansar al-Khilafa Philippines.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
] © ni, who was with Duteite in the joint
H conurtand conference of the AFP and
: PNP, said IHapilon serfves as the con-
. duit to the ISES “to find out if Centeal

Mindanao i3 conducive lo the estab-

lishment of an organizatiots [provmual

caliphate].”

Duterle said that he will engage in
an all-gut war against these terrorist
groups, as he woeked to contain the
threat in Lanao del Sur, the strongholid
of the Maute group.

“I have ordered a full-press military
operation. | said to the mifftary and
the police, you embargo the place, you

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBU(; AFFAIRS - Fmari adc! oacpa armyiﬂ ‘contain them it that-aréa alone, La- 55Local; 5285, 5205
S e 100, the President said A
3 “I have also asked the Armed
/\rm)) Core b HIPOSE. - Sewving the pe Forces io use all available assets
and afl the weaponry that’s at our
disposal.” With PNA
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. Malaysia and Indonesia

AND VICYOR REVES

- PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday
. said he has ordercd a “full-press
;. militan

- Norte dgainst the Maute and

v operation” in Lanao del

Abu Sayyaf groups which have

.pledged. allegiance to.interna-.

'tional terror group Islamic State
in Iraq 4nd Syria (ISIS). -
Govelnment forces fast week

- contlucted air strikes in Butig,

Lgnao del Norte, and later
seized tiu'ee camps of the Maute

i
!

i

ikaal M - E

The Nationai Nowspaper J
1

All-out war vs Abu Sayyaf,
Maute in Lanao del Norte i/

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

..

ail.cot~ Tel_ no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

“wounded several terrorists,

including Abu Sayyaf leader
Isnilon Hapilog,

The Abu Sayyaf operites
mainly in Sulu and Basilan but
secently, Hapilon was reported
t6 have moved to Lanao del
Norte supposedly to see ifan

-ISI8 "aiiphﬂt(i(.aﬂbe éstab-

lished there, 5
Duterte said Hapilon is dow
a “top honcho” of the ISIS. in
the Philippines. He said he is
ot sure if Hapilon's turf covers

Group. The surgical air strikes

f
ALL-OUT

“I have ordered a full-press
military operation... Isaid to the
military and the police... you
embargo the place, you contain
them in that area alone% Lanao.
Sana huwag nang lumabas sa
ibang lugar. Diyan na ldng tayo
magbakbakan,” Duterte said in
a press conference in |Malaca-
flang from late Sunday hight to
pre-dawn of Monday.

The President, prior to the
media briefing, convened a

“joint command confer’ence of
. the Armed Forces and the PNP

OFFIGEOF

in Malacafiang.

Puterte said he directed the
Armed Forces to use all assets
and weaponry at its Elisposal
to address the peace and order
situation in parts of Mindanao.

He said he is aiso sc%nding i
message to China to help the
Philippines in its ca?mpaigrz
against terrorism, parkicularly
by loaning the country loan
some precision-guided arms.

“The Armed Forcesl} and the
Navy at this time can cope. Sahi
ko sa kanila, we williend the
problem sa Lanao parg wala na
tayong problema. 'm 3ec1aring
war,” he added as he apjologized
in advance for those who might

A

-

be affected or even killed in the
operations.

The President expressed
concern over the involvement
of some Philippine-based armed
groups with ISIS which he said
has been known to kill without
compassion, and indiscrimi-
nately. ‘

“As you know, the greatest
danger now that mankind is
facing is really extremism...
Takot ako sa kanila because
histotically they use bombs, IED
(improvised explosive device)
and they did it scveral times in
my city. The fatest onc iyung sa
flea market ‘yung vending doon
sa harap ng Ateneo.

So that to me would be the
more dangerous thing for us,”
he said.

The President, however, said
despite this, the situation in La-
a0 does not warrant the impo
sition of the martial law. He said
he is content witly measures avail-
able to him to address the peace
and order situation in Mindanao.

Duterte said if Filipinos will
ask him to impose martial law,
he will think about it first,

“Remember this, Philippines,
kung kayo na ang maghingi,
magsabi kayo, ‘Mr. President, de-
clare tayo ng martial law,” sabihin
ko, ‘Mag-isip muna ako,"” he said.

my Core Purpose: Sepving the pe{)pin:

e

See ALL'OUT):I.;;;; Bé

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Res-
tituto Padilla said the air strikes
and a_rti]iezfy bombardment con-
ducted Wednesday and Thurs-
day in Butig town involved FA-
50s fighter jets which dropped
botibs on the Mauté lairs.

The air strike and the artillery
bombardment resulted in the
killing of 15 terrosists, including
an Indonesian identified only as
Mohisest, based on intelligence
information gathered by the
military.

The air strikes were patt of
the renewed campaign against
the Maute and the Abu Sayyal,

The military targets to defeat
the Abu Sayyaf, the Maute
Group, and the Bangsarnoro Is-
lamic Freedom Fighters within
the first half of this year,

Padilia said there is yet no
new word on Hapilon, “We
continue v&o receive information
that he was wounded and he
needs mekdical attention, As to
whether @ he already dead or
still alive, 'we have yet to deter-
mine that,” he said,

Padilia said government
troops are hot on trail of some
150 Maute and Abu Sayyaf mem-
hers in Butig but declined to say
if the terrorists have been cor-
nered, saying he might divulge
“operational details.”

Securing the land.

285, 5295
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: . i.Ban.
Iong zifdng;o Duterte
- ang puwersa ng Armed
“Fotees r} the Piuhppmw
{AFP) nd gamitin ang la-
hat ng! Favatiabk, assets
cal Weapom-y ng sa ga-
YOn.ay. rﬁqdurogs ; ang mga
- lerror group sa bansa,

“"Nappasakiolo it si.

: PDuBO sa.China para.sa
‘ miga kakfliangamng, san:
data sa:ipaglaban sa mga

* terorista.l -
© *I have also asked the
Armed Horces to use all
~ availablel. assets and all
the weabomy that’s at
- our dispdsal. At T have an
© urgent message to China
- to help 4§ kung meron si-
lang mga precision-gui-
ded armg, they can give
us a loah -or..,” sabi ni
" Dutette sa press confe-
rence sa Malacafiang ka-
- hapon ng madaling-araw.
cSavpagtalakay-nd

.

Dulisa ongoingmiliacy

Basilan ang kinikilalang
lider ng 1SIS-backed orga-

'nizmion sa Pilipinas. - :

.o And (Rapion) was .
'aheady givén the blessing
fo be the leader ng ISIS. |

dor’t kiiow ifit coveis Ma-

heisnow the top honchoof

the 18IS dite. He is hitleted

somewhere in Lanao and
we have 2 full time mili-
tary operation there,” ani
Dhierte,

Nagpahayag din ng '

pangamba ang Pangulo
sa mga terror group dahil
lubhang mapanganib ani-
yaang mga ito. :
“Takot ako sa kanila
because historically they
use bombs, IED and they

id it several-times in ‘my -

campaign sa Mindanao la--
ban sa Abu Sayyaf Group
-at Maute group, sinabi si-=
:to na si Isnilon Hagilon ng “would be the mo

‘gerous thing for tis. And’

they are désfierate shou

‘yung sa fiea market yng '
vending doott sa Harap g

Ateneo. So:thil 'tome:

e dan-

1 have ordered 4 fist l-press™

mifitary operationkasiuus:

And.if.
oh
they would résuime bom_b 5

fit iyan, uulitd

.ing,” sabi ni Duterié.
laysia and Indonesia. But -

Kaya naman: amya;
kanyang ipingg-utos ang .
quEm;lztaryoperattoniaio'

-na sa Lanac para mapigit.

lan ang pambobosnba ug
miga terorista - . o

“That is why 1 bald to
the military and the po-
lice, you emnibargd:the
place, you contain thera
in that area alone, Lanao:
Sana huwag hang-fumia-

‘bas sa ibang lugar Di-

yan na lang tayo magbak-
bakan,” pagd1énn pa mito.
(Aries Cam}) |

E
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.na.alg.

~leader ria s isniton Hapifor: -
Zay ginawang top honcho'
“Huyistamic State of IFaq and

i ByAa'(I518) sa Pilipinas,

~"Asyou know the great-

* est danger that mankind is
o facingis extremism. I's a
«Mmassiinsanity and Hapilon
. was dlréady given blessing
b theleader of the ISIS. -
Heé isindw the top hongho.

Sofithe SIS dio dagdag’

pa‘niDuterte sa media
-conferénce nito kahapen
© 'ng madaling araw sa Malg-
©cahang:s

Ingilat ng AFP ng ka-
bilang si Hapilon sa nasy-
gatan $a ginawang military
artillery sa suspecled hide-
outs hito sa Butlg, Lanag.
Del Sye. R

‘Dterie-dahil-sa
antarig fto"ny" exirEmists

‘sa Pilipinas lalo’t kinilala
.ng IS8 na kanllang ficder
dito ang ASG leader ha si

Hapiton,
“Takot ako sa kanilg
because historically they

"usg bomb - |ED they

“did it several times i my
€ity,” wika pa-ng Pangulo
1alo't 14 katao ang hasawi -
-84 pambobomba noong
- Selyembre sa Davao City.

““.Samantald, iginit nito
né Hind niya nakikita ang

pangangailangan para
‘magdekiara ng martial law

$a githa ng sitwasyon sa
Mindanao at Hlalagay Ja-
mang niya ang bansa sa
Hafim ng milltary rude kung
ang tao mismg ang hihingi

“adlala si-Pangi- -

 hindi- kalfarigaf

“rigayon, dahit

X ag-iisin
muna ako: But'when the
time comes g tho na ang
maghingk, ibibigay ke,” wika
pa ni Pangulong Diuterte
sa ipinatawag nitong press
conference kahapon ng
madaling araw sa Mala-

canang. .o
Wika pa _'h%:?@ggqiq,__

doklara hig ‘i

tkayeang-kaya '
g mgalaw: énforcement
agencies na gawin ang
kanilang trabaho kahit
walang military rule, -
“Tutal nakakagalaw'
flaman sila, they're doing
their duty,” dagdag pa ng
Pangulo sa biglaang press
conference nito kahapon
ng. madating arav. (Hudy
Andal) Y,
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: States of piaemg the country in danger
by unloading arsenal inito the: country
~and threatened anew to cancel:a ge--

sieurity. pact w;th its Iong “timi '--strategze i

G “They are unloadmg P inthe

L _forbuﬂémg permanent weapens depots . g

' in the country.:

‘The Pres;j dent accused the United

Weapons depots put

Armed Forces of the Umted States Do

not do it Twill not allow it,” the Presi-

dent said in a press conference after
' a meeting with top military and pohce
officials in Ma}acaﬁang Lo

P nnhtar}
the thhppmes Uus vasmng Forces
agreement (VFA), =77 .

C*Tirdt of all; merong prekusmn

-diyan sa Visiting Forces Agreement

that there shall be no permanent

'fauiatxes A depct i)y any cther hame

y is prohibited ‘under" :

=Philippineshow Dito'sa Paiawan Ca—

gayan de Oro, pali Pampahga, .

41

isa depot. It’s a permanent strucf;uie .

to house arms,” he said, -

" “And T do not even know lf thereis -

a nuclear tip (missile) now that they

....are unloading because bawai eh 8a..

atin;” he added.
- If the TS pus

country, Duterte warned: I will con-

‘sider a review and maybe ultimately

abrogate since it i{s an exectitive or-
der, abrogate the trealy altogether.”

_-Duterte was referring to the -
-agreement that allows the rotating -

S 5 ah ad w1tht e
-pertianent military stritcture’in the

I am serving notice to the - bﬁ

!

."'depinyment of US treeps and equip
~ment to the Philippines. The VFA, on

- the other hand, governs the: Londuct

“of the troops while staymg i the
-country

=The Presadent said Washmgton 8

'-Iatest actions were endatigering the
..secunty ofithe country.and the region; ..

vy .amid & territorial: chspute :
w1th China overthe South China Sea
"Hé "also claimed that the US was

~.“egging” on the Philippines to force
' the arbitration ruling that upheld the
“country’s rights in the West Philippine

Sea despite China’s claims,
- “The migsiles of China are pointed
at the American éspeditions;” he said,
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o addmg the US drias depot weuid serve L
' . Richard Heydarian of the. D
“Youplace 15 allin danger Ym: do

 “supply line.”

‘that'and I will be there when you start
- building,” e said about the planned
“ US'depot, which he claimed would be

worse thanh the bases because it will be

- fxﬂed with weal?ons .
; 4. war.efupts.in the region, .
L uterte said:the first to be hit would
be S:Cagayan Paiawan and nearby
i _'places - :
Duterte maintamed that he prefers :
.to talkinstead of wage war in resolving

the territorial{dispute. “1. would not
allow my peopfe to needlessly die. At

- the end of the Hay, I will be the worst
" president H1 d? that,” he added.

He affirmed his commitment to

' _'Chmese President Xi Jinping that

“wewill talk about this arbitral award

during my terni.” Hé maintained that

the governme twﬂl assert the coun-
try's terrxtor;a§ claims in the disputed
area,

. But for no;w Duterte said, the
'.country prefer to focus: am buﬂdmg
econ_o_rmc ties with China. ;. .

Modus vxvendx

" President Duterte’s announcement

that ‘he has aslked the United States

- not to use Philippine military bases as

depot for US war material is a “negoti-
ating strategy,’| a form of posiuring to

. -extract concessions from the American
cgovernment.«.o. ;

-~ hold i the future,” he stressed;
* high:stakes diplomatic poker game.” '

_supphes, and mdteuai e

This was pointed out by Prof.
g Salle.

- University i Marnila Political Scietioe
- Department in reaction {0 President
~Duterte’s declaration that he would
“eonsider abrogating a 2014 defense
pact that allows US forces to tempo-
rarily station in designated Phdzppme
camps if the Americans buil Weapon
depots.in those encampments;

desist from criticizing hig war on drugs:
in exchange for normalized military
cooperation and return to the status
quo ante in the bilateral alliance,” . *
“The negotiations are on,* he said,:
“and the recent statements are part
of setting the terms for.a rese! after

. months of diplomatic tussle with the

Obama administration.” 7« o
Heydarian said Pres:dent Duﬂ
‘terte’s whole foreign policy has'béen -
a gamble from the very beginn ng and
that so far, it has paid off. .
* “But we don't know if the same WIH_
tigay

University of the Philippines Prof.
Jay Batongbacal, however, pointed
out that the provisions of the US:
Philippines Enhanced Defense Coop-
eration Agreement actuaily aliow the
prepositioning of “defense eqmpment '

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: aacpa.army2012@gmail.co
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~The United States is not bring-
- ing'inor unloading weapons inthe
- couitry, the Armed Forces of ithe
. Philippines (AFP) said yesterday.
© . AP spokesman Brig, Gen R(F;tiw
tuto Padillasaid President Duterte’s

~.anhouncement thaf the US was.
‘bringing i weapons might have’

- been'based: on old information fe-

exercises. o T J

- "When we had the exercises last
. year; (thie US) was authorized to
~brihg in tanks in Subic Bay tq be

used in the exercises so it might have

- been borne ot of those reports and

we're slill checking how it came to
be,” Padilla said. - T

The President on Sunday night
cautioned the US not to unload arms

By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

in the Philippines, particularly in

the middle of the territorial dispules
in the West Philippine Sea (South
China Sea.) : _

- “ltong Arrierika, they are unload-

ingarmsin the Phitippines now:I'm
‘serving notice to US Armed Forces,
;oeeh 0O ol ~donotdoeit,” he said in a late night
 lating to last year’s joint military

press briefing at Malacanang. .
Duterte said US troops appear to

bebuilding a depotin the Philippines

and are unloading arms in Palawan,

. Cagayan de Ore and Pampanga.

“lam serving notice to the Armed
Forces of the United States: do not
do it. I will not allow it. First of all,
there is a provision in the Visiting

-

Forces Agreement that there shall

be no permanent facilities,” the

President said.: . A ETUNT T
“A depot by any other name is a
depot. It's a permanent structure to
housé arms, And Hdo noteven ktiow if
there is anuclear tip now that they are
unloading because that:is prohibited
here, itis notallowed by tie treaty. You
do that and I'will considét areview and .
maybe uitimately abrogatesinceitis an .
executive order, nbrogate the treaty all
together,” Duterte added. =+ .0~

He dccused the US of “egging the

Philippines to.force the issue of the

arbitral judgment,” which voided
China's expansive maritime claim in
the South ChinaSea. | ..~
The ruling, which was issued by a
Hague-based arbitral court last July,
stemmed from a complaint filed b

' the Philippines in 2013.
China has refused to rec-

“ognize the ruling calling

it a“mere picce of paper”

iand “illegal since day one.”

.. Duterte said the US

. should not drag the Phil-

ippines into a coiflict with Chiga.
_:“The President's announcement,
1 think, was checked by the Armed
Forces and it was found out that
“theré was no-confirted incidesitof T
“thisnature,” Padilla said.
. iHenoted that the military has not
freceived any reports that weapons
-are being unloaded particularly
in Palawan, Cagayan de Oro, and
Pampanga.
The AFP clarified that while the
- Enhanced Defense Cooperation
- Agreement will allow the construc-
tion of certain facilities by the US
in the Philippines, equipment to be
,stored there will only be for disaster
or)l:alamity response for humanitar:
- farjassistance and disaster fespoise
optrations,
Such equipment, Padilla said,
include items like generators, ve-
- hicles, rubber boats, tents, water
putifiers, and fuel storage facilities
for vehicles that will be used in
relief and rescue situations.
E ~ With Alexis Romero

1 —
|
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'ayMarionRamos et
_@MRamosINQ

"Preszdent Putérte” has accused '

the US milltary of constructing
"permanent” arms depots in the

couhtry in violation of the Visit-

ing Forces Agreement {VEA) be-
tween the Philippines and the
United States.

“They're unloadmg arms in
the Philippines now .. I am
serving” notice to the Armed
Forces of the United States: Do
not doit: Fwill not allow it,” the
‘President told a press confer-
' ence in Matacafiang shortiy be-
fore Sunday.... :

" o-Mr. Duterts, Who had open—
1y lambasted America for al-
legedly interfering in the
country’s economic and politi-
cal affairs, threatened to abro-

January 2017

gate {'he Phlhppmes mihtary‘
agreement with the US if
American forces would con-
tinue | bringing in war arma-

, that 1 will stand by my
. he said.
r. Duterte surmised that

egional stability at risk
“Am I a fool to agree with
that? Yes, we're friends, but
don’t drag us .. China is claim-
ing Jt. You are insisting it is
_now|an international sea while
the arbitral says that is ours,”
he said.

e said Washington was
putting regional stability at
risk and its actions could put

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Pidanger

the Philippines in “extreme
" because of the pos-

A

turing between the US

‘ratified by the Senate*in-i9gg;
- explicitly stated that US forces

“ He said the VFA, whith was

are not allowed to build permas
nent structures anywhere in the
Philippines. :

Notalfowed <+~
He claimed the US military
was “unloading arms” in its
temporary facilities in Palawan,

. Cagayan de Oro City and Pam-

panga. ‘
“A depot by any other name
is a depot. It's a permanent
structure to house arms. And I
do not even know if there'is a
nuclear tip -now that they are
unloadmg because we don't’al--
low that," he said. ; -
“Is not allowed by the =
treaty. You do that and Ilwill
consider d review and mayb’r ul-

and China.
“Don’t drag the Phahppmes
because I will not allow it. You

timately, abrogation, since it is
“an executive order. (I will) abro-
gate the treaty altogether

warned. :
‘He also chided -the US for

'pr'essuring the Philippines to
- -enforce a ruling last year by the

Permanent Cotrt of Arbitration
in: The Hague that invalidated
most of Beijing'’s claims to the
South China Sea.

‘Selemn commitment’
‘He said he had a "solemn
commitment” to Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping that he would

-faise the Philippines’ victory
woifs-thed ‘international - arbitral .

court ‘whichi” recognized the

“country’s ownership claims in

due time.
" “And I would like to assure
the President of China, Xi Jin-

-will-kill-the Filipinos. How ¢an .

we fight back? You pIace us all
in danger.”

His comments came_ after
the Pentagon gave the green
light to build warehouses, bar-
racks and runways this.year
under a 2014 Enhanced De-
fense Cooperation Agresment
(Edca) between the two: 10ng-
time allies.

Edca allows the expansion
of rotational deployment of US
ships, aireraft and troops at
five bases in the Philippines as
well as the storage of equip-
ment for humanitarian: and
maritime security operations.

~WITH  REPORTS  FROM | AP,
REUTERS INQ
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JPAF 2nd Air.Division.on.its.38 Years..

From Defense News Daily (Jan 30): PAF 2nd Air Division on its 38 Years

2nd Air Division on its 38 years

i

E

The 2nd Air Division of the Philippine Air Force, based in Lapu-Lapu City, céiebrated its 38th Founding
Anniversary with the theme: “Working in Synergy Advancing Towards a Jointly Engaged and
Transforming Force For Greater Peace and Security in the Visayas” on January 24, 2017 at the Base
Theater Brigadier General Benito N Ebuen Air Base (BGBNEAB! with the PAF Commanding General,
Lieutenant General Edgar R Fallorina AFP, as the Guest of Honor,

Highlighted during the activity WfS the presentation of awards io the following named personnel and units for
their meritorious and valuable accomplishments to the division. Lt Gen Faliorina presented the awards together
with the Division Commander, MGen Jose G Mirandifla Jr AFP, assisted by the Deputy Commander of the

2AD, Bgen Floreniino S Rasco JR AFP. :

Awardees:

Officer of the Year- 1Lt Jefferson Baniwas T Sannad PAF
Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year- 55g Marte A Teruel PAF

Airman of the Year- Sgt Darwin C Cabanilia PAF

Civilian Employee of the Year- Mrs Matilda Socorro M Querubin RMT, AMT

Group of the Year- Tactical Operations Group 8
Squadron of the Year- BGBNEAB Hospital

Special Recognition was also given to the following:
560th Air Base Wing
205th Tactical Helicopter Wing
220th Airlift Wing

Army Gors Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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7th FSSU, ASCOM, PA 2
|
|

Meanwhile, the CG, PAF personally greeted and expressed his deepest grati’{udé to all the admirable 2AD
personnel and civitian employees for their passion, dedication and high sense of discipline towards work.

—~Carry on-2nd-Air-Division Famityl The “SYNERGY ™ you greatly un ti'ersmr‘ed'"a‘r‘z‘t?“a'éXé'm'ﬁiifié‘d is indesd
commendable and inspiring,” hd said.

Happy, happy anniversary, 2nd Air Division!!!

hitps:fidefensenewsdailyrp. wordpress.com/201 7/01{2_&__3.’pafw2ndwaig'«dé_vis_ion—o_r_l_ji_t__sj?;a—yearsi_
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9 people linked tq jihadists detained in Marawi City
From the Mindanao Examiner {Jan 30): @ people linked to jihadists detained in Marawi City

security forces detained Monday at least 9 people suspected of having link s with local jihadists during
a raid at a school compound in Marawi City in southern Philippines, reports said.

ers, also seized two improvised explosives at an apartment unit inside the
was unknown whether the men are members @)f the jihadist group led by
‘ters. ;

It policemen, backed by soldi
Mindanao State University. It
the Maute brothers, or suppo

suspects white mibtary cperations continue
e-Muslim autonomous region.

Police were investigating all the

againsgt the jihadisls in Lanao del
- -3ur, one of 5 provinces under- S '

id ai least 15 jihadists had been killed over the weekend and that a senior
on Hapiton, being coddied by the Maute group was aiso wounded in the
LW,

Latest military propaganda s4
leader of the Abu Sayyaf, Isni
government assaulf in Butig ¢

But the military claim cannol be indepandently confirmed. although security officials insisted the reports came
from intelligence sources and civilians themselves. Just recently, the military claimed that & Malaysian and an
indonesian jihadist were also slain in the operations. but troops failed to retrieve the bodies of the fighters.

ihadisis have pladoed allzgiance to the Islamic State and vowed to put up a
reative region of Mindanao, which was once under the rule of sulianates.
Troops were sent io the province te hunt down Hapilon, who managed o escape !a massive military operation
in Basilan cenly to link up with the Faute group whoss lzadars are brothers Otlo, Abdullah and Omar Maute.
Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzans said Hapilon. who is also the local chieftain 4}1" the Islamic State in the
Phitippines, was believed o hay

Hapilon's group and oiher local
caliphate in the mineral-rich, bui

e arrived in Lanao del Sur in December last year m an effort to further
strengthen the unily of various jinadist greups fighting for the establishment of a strict Islamic state.

The rebel group Moro Istamic Liberation Front which is currently negotiating peace with Manila alsg -—-— — -

ordered its forces to help Phil

ppine authorities hunt down Hapllon and the Maute brothers,

The MILF, which signed an inter]
the military of providing sanctual
islamiya,

i

D

President Duterie has appsaled
shelter to the jhadists and warng
fighters inside their terrifories in

Security forces are also fightin

m paace deal with the government in 2014, had been previously accused by
y to Indonesian and Malaysian jihadists, especially members of the Jemaah

o the MILF and its rival group Moro National Liberation Front not 1o provide
d their lzaders thal he would order the police and military to pursue the

Mindanao.

a the Bangsameoere Islamic Freedom Fighters, Ansarul Khilafah, Khilafah

Islamivah Movement, Al-iKhob

Gr Group. including so-called rogue MILF rebels, amaong other smaller

groups sympathizing with Isla

mic State,

htlp:/imindanacexaminer.com/g-
Army @

|
seople-linked-lo-jihadists-detained-in-marawi-cityf
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erting police on IED in Maguindanao

From the Philippine News Agerjcy (Jan 30} Man fauded for alerting police on 1ED in Maguindanao

A police officer lauded on Monday a concerned citizen who auickly alerted the police about a

suspected improvised bomb near a swimming resort here and prevenied bloody Saturday.

"We need peopls like him {o pre
Datu Odin Sinsuat, sald of the

vent violence and save lives.” Chief inspector Achmad Alibonga, police chief of
erson whe informed the police about the improvised explosive device.

Alibonga refused to name the person bul gave his snappy salute to the guy. "Emplate the person because that

simple action save lives," he tol

i reporiers.,

Upon receipt of the information at about 10:30 in the morning of Saturday, é?hief Inspector Alibonga

guickly rushed fo the site where the IED was found beside the national highway in Barangay Awang,

particulariy in front of Granny

g Swimming Resort.

Alibonga said the IED was Jive and capable of wounding or killing people had it exploded. Army and

pelice bomb experts safely de

tonated the IED, described as similar to explosives manufactured by

cutlawed Bangsamero islami

: Freedom Fighiters (BIFF).

No one has claimed responsibility in the plan to set off the [ED,

The area where the IED was found was a kilometer away from the Army's 8th Infantry Division

headguariers.

Police and soldiers remained on

htip /hwww. pna.gov.phfindex.ph

alert following the discovery of improvised bomb.

HHHONT 28 sio=&nid=Erd=00R021
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ay ng 1M donasyon sa'Children of

<

~ldinaan ng-Armed-Forces of the Phitippires serivany seremonya ang kKaniiang pasasalamarss
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office matapos nitong mag-donate ng isang milyong piso para sa
educational assistance ng mga anak ng mililary heroes.

lto ang siniguro ni AFP Public Affairs Office Chief Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo, Si AFP Chief of
Staff General Eduardo Ao mismo ang tatanggap ng cheke mula sa PCSO.

Nilinaw naman ni Colonel Arevalo na kads taon, umaabot ng apat na raang sundalo ang napapatay
sa mga operasyon kung saar) sa ilang pankakataon, hindi na nak=akapag- patuloy sa pag-aaral ang
kanifang mga anak dahil sa kanila [amang umaasa ang mga ito. j

Dahil sa naturang donasyon, matutulungan nito ang isang daan & ;Jsion'}p Tt walong stipends ng AFP
Educational Benefit System Office.

lsa lamang itong manipestasyon ng pagpapakita ng pasasalamat at pagpupugay ng AFP sa kanilang
kasundaluhan na walang humpay ng n= sahripieyo upang makapag silibi sa bayan.

www. dwdd,com
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15 Killed 7

H

Leader isnilon Hag:nlon and h

Nounded in the renewed AFP
Offensives in Mﬂm Sur

|
E
|
|

:ls cohoris from Basdan the Brothers Abdullah Omar, ang Otto Maute;

and other local and foreign terror petsonaht:es in airstrikes a little past midnight 26 January2017 in

the the municipality of Butig,
AFP Public Affairs Office

—-Commander of Western-Mindanao Command MGen Carlito Galvez.: J
15 reported killed is an indonesian terror suspect identified only as
terrorists identified as Sahl Num and one aliag SADAT.

Eduardo Afic that among the
Monhisen, and iwo other local

Lanao Del Sur.” according io Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo, Chief of

roreportsto ARP Chief General

Two among the 7 wounded were identified as one Amirul and the other is the proclaimed "Emir” and
ASG Leader Isnilon Hapilon from Basilan. The latter. according to reports. was severely wounded.

“Our focused military operations backed by in

wherewithals of the AFP will

"It is 100 early to rejoice but
the terror groups in Westam
Commandear-in-Chief Rodrigg

www.dwdd.com

Army

be urralenting.

g

‘?)2

consider this initial success a significant gai
Vindanao by the end of June 2017 as desired by the President and
Duterts,” declares General Eduardo ARo. the AFP Chiel of Staff,

teliigence from the community and avaitable

nin the campaign to defeat

E
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E
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(ED

papaedioy -

Hils 5 ngmﬁ in féumrm asilan

Camp Navarro, Calarian, Zamboanga City- An Improvised Explosive Device (IED) exploded in

Albarka, Basilan killing two (:

The IED was monitored to bs
on the people in the area esp
victims are from Bgy Danapa
fatalities are children, Nivadz
three (3) wounded are Pahm
‘Suraima Akbarwho is twenty

g two (2)chl¥drenandwoundmgthreeoﬂwemthlsmommg

laid by the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) under Furuj; Indama to sow fear
ecially those who are not sympathetic to thelrL group. All the five (5)

h. Al Barka. Basilan the same place where the IED was triggered. Both

Pising who is two (2) years old and Ombek Akbar who is five (5). The
ya Pising and Salmiva Akbar who are b(}th fc}ur {4) years old, and

Hive (25).7

The victims were reporied to

e playing outdoors when they accidentally triggered the 1ED which was

placed in a trail frequented by the locals. Four of the victims were rushed to the nearest hospital

|
however only the three (3) su
it came Lo their aliention and
come up with measure o avd

Major General Carlito G. Gal
(WestMinCom), AFP express

He further commitied to exha
soonest possible time so that

rvived. Joint Task Force “Basilan” responded to the incident as soon as
s currently assessing the incidant ingether with local authorities and
rt the recurrence of such a tragic event.

ez Jr., Commander of the Western Mindanao Command
ed that this horrendous act perpeirated by the ASG goas beyond

savagery and stressed that victimizing innocent civilians, especially children, is simply unacceptable.

List every availeble resource under hig dispe%ai to crush the ASG in the
the people of Baslilan will have the psace that they truly deserve,

Last December 2, 20186, two

during & similar incident in Bg

triagered an 1ED placed by the

www.dwdd.com

Army (

(2) ¢ hlldrerf dl ;*:f !lshed while t NG (2} r)ihelQ ware seriously injured

whars the \gICUFT}‘-‘k also accidentally
2] ASG a!ong a ’u ail frequentcd b; tm locals. 5
E
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