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STORY BY AFP AND REUTERS
A US maritime think tank reporied on Thursday that three of China's sutposts in contested South China Sea

reefs are close 1o being ready for the deployment of military assets, inciuding mobile missile Jaunchers. A2

tions or radar system Amti said.
+Two-more.domes werg. being .,
: built on Panganiban Reef, it said.

stalied near the mlssﬂe shelters

be housed there,” Amti said

U 'New . construction of Very
-large underground .structures,
four at each reef, is underway,
which Amti said are likely de-
_ &ugnect to: -house munitions and

g 3 is Wrapping up,
j 'with'ﬂle_naval,-air, radar and de-+
“fensive . facilities that-Amti has*™
_tracked for nearly two years large--
“ Iy complete,” the think tank said. -~

... “Beijing can now deploy mil-~
“itary-assets, including - combat’

g
. _shouid be of concern to tl
E L Philippines due to its proxmuty
__toaﬂareacialmedbyMamla - AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa. army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {

02} 845-5555 | ocal: 5285, 5205
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the fzght :
I they do not ‘want nes .
hey. want to cut tracie, fine, We'
wﬂ! survzve ” " ME. Dute1 te said.
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3 country fot"heavens sake, tell:
- me what is’ wrong “with that
i the Presment'f

ple from illegal drugs that could
T destroy thexr fnture

: ppy, good :

1 sad ‘beciuse o WHAE

'Un.e..,-the ‘other hand, Mr S

'Duterte remained grateful to
- Chinesebillionaire Huang Ru-
_j;lun :ifor htS [donation of a-drug’

_The President also dared his

- detractors..to - file more cases

“against him befdre the Interna-
" tional Criminal Court (ICC), like
*Sen; Antonio Trillanes and Magv-

‘dalo Rep Gary Ale}am) who edr:
—_—
lier filed cases.at; the Icc ove;

“hig’ blo" dy warof drugs

:-'_us  Mr. Duterte said. - :
' He noted that Huang did not
--.ask for anything when he donat-
~ed a 10/000-bed ‘rehabilitation
--faczhty ingide’ Fort Magsaysay
~in Palayan’ City.: _
“Hejust wanted to be of ser—
“vice to his fellowmen,” he said.” -
“Iam “thankful for his help.”
~WITH A REPORT FROM LEILA B
SALAVERRIA INQ

——— e
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part.of Washington's Cender

WASHINGTON - Chi-~.

na has built new mili-

tary facilities on islands

in the South China Sea,
a US think tank reported
on Thuarsday, a move that
could raise tensions with
Washington, which has
accused Beljing of milita-
rizing the vifal waterway.
The Asia Marttime lrans-

parency Initiative (AMTIL),

. for S%ri}iegiu and lntemat‘idﬂé[

Hitdieyssaid newssatellite e

ages show missile shelters and
iddar ard communications
facilities being buifl on the
‘imy L'mss(Kdgilinban} i\’lis-

hina'ﬁum Page1 o

; The U‘S has crmcmed Chma 5 Chma Sea could (:omphcate thos:e
. build-up of militaty facilities on the efforts. i
- artificial isfands and is concerned they = China has built four new. m15511e
' -could be used to restrict. free move~'_ -shelters on Fiery Cross Reef to go
: ' : _withtheeight already on the artificial
3 ANITI said. Mischief and Subi
each have eight shelters, the think °

anlmpc_a A
' LaSt"-monﬂ

us Navy warship.

nautma mil

tank said.in. a.previous. report.., e
‘Reuters’ reported that

uctures to house long-range surface-~
to-air.missiles on the three islands. -~
n Mischief Reef, a very large

antennae array being installed would -

{d.amum} veefs in the hpm{iy
Eslands,

i hereportsaid e busiding

T of alarge ahtennag array on

Mischief should be of concern
to the Philippines, Last year,
the United Nations-backed
Permanent Arbilration Court
had awarded the Philippines
sovereipn rights over Mischief
off Palawan, which the Chi-
nese hegan occupying in 1993

Turn to Page 10

surroundmgs, the think

tly:
nd anotheris
under construction; indicating a size~
able communications or radar sys--
tem, AMTI said. Two more domes are’

& .

- and missile: programs, and & nsion:
s between Washington and Beyjing over
AT _nstallatmns m the South :
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nistries-of- f{}rezgn affux
rabout the South China Sea and re-
lated issues; and that China has a}-
f _ready been open and we would hope-
ould be friendly and candid
ange of views through that bilat-
1 channel,” he pointed out. :
t year, the Permanent -
't of Arbitration in The Hague
: Secretary Cayeta invalidated China's claim to-almost:’
ing’ a'very good'}ob and the C‘hmese he entire South China Sea and the
: ~'side’ attach great ‘importari s .~West Philippine Sea.
woin Mamla {_hmese Ambassador ~ first official ‘visit to' China in his ca= ‘Despite the legal victory, Duterte
‘Zhao Jianhua said Foreign' Affairs pacity as secretary of foretgn affairs #_ has chosen to put the ruling on the
Gecretary Alan Peter Cayetano’s  theambussador said: back burner, saying he would 1ev151t
“visit'to Beying is timely-as relations’ “He. has very ‘good conversatic 1% later in his term,
“between China and ‘the Philippines with hiscounterpart Warig ¥i,” hesaid. . - The arbitral tribunal’s’ deCmon.
~haveentered a”golden permd of faqt". Zhao said the 'South China Sea - came thiree- years after the previous
: development : e issue’ would likely be tackled during: - Aquino administration turned to the
id - Cayétano’ meetmg w1th Chinese - court for help to assert the country’s
' L “jurisdiction  over land featyres in -
;'_’the ‘West Philippine Sea cove‘ced or-
: aiready =;e1zed by China.. :

-;_:'Chlna aﬁd the Ph:hppmes,_ Zha_'
..5aid of _Cayetano 5. meetmg w1th_
o ,hmese offxcxals : i

=0 talk“-'~-=- —
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_3placed 'fesnldézits g
it MILF commander' '

1though outnumbere ; __the:r group s mvoIvement ane
“village watchmen and CAFGUs  the Tecent harassment in Pikit,
“confronted Ali's group, forcing” - Eficinas added’ Atmy- units
ther toy thhdraw carrymgithme ."Plkxt and_Aleosan are now Sl
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MALACANANG o Friday warned the public that

communistrebels were planning to attack government _
“projects and infrastructure in Mindanao, signaling a

deterioration in peace talks. ‘

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP),
which bad rejected President Rodrigo Duterte’s martial

Whe Wlanila Timnes

ATTACKS FROM A1

Palace warns

Gvelyobie else in the vouniry (o be

e ihe alert and on the lockout,” |

Che added,

e bbre Raface officiabadvised. the

public o immediately repoit suspi-
clous-fooking persons and unusial
activities lo authorities.

“We shanld be vigiling and e

shotld-dye- cagetul aheu T T TLT ——

rowndings. Lot us listen wo the direc-
-Atves of tocal authoities,” he said.

Ui govednént susiended the
hith reund of negotiations with the
Nattonal Democratic Front (NDL),
the PP political anm, tollowing
the martal L declaration. The
CPP had divected its armed wing,
the NPA, (o intensity offensives
against staie forces implenenting
uiartial L i AMisddiiag,

The NDI Later asked the NPA w0
reftain from atiacking government
forees by Mindanao so the later
voukdtocus on clearing Marawi Uiy
ul MLt ervorists,

The goveruent reciprocaied,
welcoming the NOF nuve asa posi-
tive development tor ihe peace talks,

But hours later, about 50 NPA
members raided a palice station
i Maasin, Hoilo and wok away
frears, alaplop, 4 base radio, cash
aind jewelry,

Page: Al

{NDPA) rebels weére planning ta taiv out attacks.

"We also wish to forewam the Jpublic of reported
planned attacks of the NPA o peaple-oriented programs
and infrastriciure projects,” Abella told reporters.

whiile the wtack did nothappen
i Midanao, the goveruiment fa-
beled it as "oppornunisic.” '

Ay Loops and NPA rebels have

Lalseigured g series 0nciashes N ]

the Davaw region inthe past weeks,

pines (AFP) claimed that rebels
fired upon members of te 67th
Infanuy Baudahon wha were con-
duciing patrels in Careel, Davao

year.u ndel’.‘.lhtﬂ..‘,l}.ui:&i‘lc’u--‘i‘—ég—ii-ﬂE

law declaration over Minidanao following the terrorist
attack in Marawi City, on Friday issued a critical assess-
- ment of the Chief Frecutive's first year in office.

Puringthe “Mindanse Hour” news briefing in Davao
City, Palace spekesman Ernesto Abella said the BOVEITE-
ment had received information that New People’s Arny y

‘And we request the cltjzenry of Mihdanm and .

national democratic cause:” snd

A AgATE ThE NSSs marked
by the ALP siege and desuuction

of Marawi City {(uinder the state of
wartial law in Mindanaa).”

“The crisks of the ruling systen:
continues w worsen in the st

Ohiental last june 17, The attack Ted

wran bowr-long gus baule that Jeh

Ahreevebiels deadi

Another clash happened on the

sante duy between the doth Infau-
try Battalion amd NPA guerillas in
Pamukan, Compostela Valley, Two
ebels were killed and swo soldiers
wese wolided dusing ihe arefight

Duterte’s'3 wars’

The CFE L Duterte as he marked
his first year 1o ufice, accusing the
President ol failing w0 Jive up w
Bis promise of delivering genuine
change in sociey, ‘

b lashed out at Duterte for using
“strongiman tactics” and for causing
“widespread death and deswruc-
non,” citing  three “was” a "war
against drugs” (Oplan Tokhang
and Oplan Double Barrel}; an
"all-out war of suppression {Oplan

Kapayapaan) against e people’s

1

as it Lails 1o fulfil its promises of

change. B bas unleashed was of e
“deathvand desiue g asitadops ™

ironfisted tactics asd Lascist metly-
ods i sevure fs rule and serve the
iterests of the ruling exploitative
classes and foreign big capitalists,©
tsaid ina statemeny,

"Amid the ever-worsening so-
vio-economic crisis i the Philip-
pines and the protracted depres-
ston of the international capitalist
systed, ihe peaple are left with no
choice but 6 launch ever mose

¢ ovigorous armed and unarmed

struggles and refy on their own
elforls 1o advance their national
and democratic cause,” it added.
CATHERINE S. VALENTE AND
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Sarangani gov’t eyes training
center for former NPA rebels

007 B JOSEPHJUBELAG

ALABEL, Sarangani — The
provincial government has allocated
funds for the construction of a train-
ing center and staft house for New
People’s Arniy (INPA) surrenderers,
who are preparing to tive norimal
lives in mainstream society.

Governor Steve Solon said the
provincial government has already

allocated P4 million for the puichase
of the site und construction of a
building that will house forimer NPA
rebels, who will undergo skills and
livelihood training,

Solon said there were about 300
NPA rebels from the provinee who
lave surrendered o military authori-
ties and Yocal officials since 2013.

He said the former communist
vebels have been enlisted Lo (he

Comprehensive Local Integration
Program of the Departiment of (he
Interior and Local Government
(DILG).

Flor Limpin, DILG provinciat
director for Sarangani, said local
officials wanted to ensure the liveli-
hood of the NPA surrenderers and
enable them 1o sustain the educa-
tion of their children.

The DILG released, last week,
hivelihood assistance & six former
NPA rebels whe yielded to military
authorities here. Each of them,
three of whom were ninors, re-
ceived 65,000 from the DILG.

E

JeSS—
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Public warned
vs NPA attacks

By-Jo.hn Paolo Bencito

MALACANANG on Friday wamed the public
against more attacks in Mindanao by the commu-:
nist New People’s Anmy afier their leaders ordered
them 1o carry out more attacks against the Duterte
administration.

“We also wish 1o forewam the. PHb]lC of the te-
ported planned attacks of the NPA on people-ori-
ented programs and infrastructure projects and we
requiest the citizenry of Mindanao and everyone

else in the country to be on the alert and on the look-

out,” Presidential Spokesman Emesto Abeila told
repnrtem in Davao City.
“We also appeal 10 everyone to sharg mformam-

‘tion witli the authorities on suspicions persons and
__a;,twmes intheir commumities. .. ...
“We don’t have details about thé planned atiat

except the Warning is that we should be v1gllant and .

careful about our surroundhigs.”
On Friday, the Communist Party of the Phil.

wmsemng, crisis, deaﬁl ‘and destruction”
: ' Nextpage

LS G 4‘
le‘:w’wm% HM—':WW«-

| Pubhc...

From A1 :

called on its ﬁghte_'ts to “continue
ta seize the inifiative and carry

_out more and more tactical of-
“fensives natjionwide in order to

derail and blunt” the “Duterte
regime’s all-out “war”” which

-gave the rebels “no other choice

but to intensify tactical offen-
sives nationwide”

“The crisis of the rulmg Sys-
temn continnes to worsen in the
first year under the’ Duterte &~

‘gimeas It failsto fulfill jts prom-

Ises of change i

he CPP saidina

-statement on Friday

“Tt has unleashed wars of .

deaih and destru tion -as it

‘adopts
: fascist method #8Tule
-+.and sery sof el

ng exploitative classes and for-
¢ign big capitalists” ¥

. Overthe weekend Abaﬂa said
the NPA’s recent “sermus offen-
sives™ cast doubt on the sincerity

L of the commumst S |

:'piement ¥ sgzriog

pohcy”reform

-1n the ‘social, economic and po-

litical fields™ -
“Rodrigo utertf: has zero Lo

" show"to- buttress his claims. of

being a Leftist and socialist. ..

_ He has turned his back on his
- promise of sweeping . changes
" made during the 2016 elections.
He has continied the neo-liberal
. policies of the past three decades
. which perpetuates the exploita-
' tion and oppression of the peo-
pl{. the group said.

S AT
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~nagbabala
|vs NPA attack!

Nagbabata kahapon
ang Malacanang sa
publiko sa posibleng
mga pag-aiake ng New
People’s Army [NPA).

Sinabi ni Presiden-
tial Spokesman Ernesto
Abella na, inalerto ng
Palasyo ang taumba-
yan matapos maka-
tanggap ng ulat na may
mga pianong pag-atake
ang NPA.

“We wish to forewarn
the public of reported
planned attacks of the
NFA on peopie-orient-
ed programs and infra-
siruciure projects.. We
request the citizenry of
Mindarao and everyons

else in the country to bs
o the Al Eand on tha”

lockout,” sabi ni Absila,

cessAny s dapattipags

bigay-alam kaagad ng
publike sa-mga awto-
ridad kung mayroon
siang namo-monitor
na akiibidad ng NPA sa
kanilang. lugar.

Pahina. Z

bie vigitant and careful
about aur surroundings.
Makinig tayo Iaio na sa
mga bara-barangay, sa
mga further directives
ng mga local awthori-
ties,” sabi pa ni Abella.

Magugunita na ina-
take ng NPA ang Maa-
sin: municipal police
station kung saan ay
kinuha ng mga rabelde
ang mga baril at lang
kagamitan ng pulisya.
{Rudy Ancial)

“We don’t have de- -
tails about the planned
aftacks except the warn=:.~

TingTisthat, we should”
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- 258 Abu Sayyaf neutrahzed
7148 ﬁrearms seized

: he Armed Forces of the' Phiiip;
*pines-Eastern Mindanao Com-
~mand (AFP-EastMinCom).on...
e Friday-said it has further
mtenmfied ity horder crossing: secunty

- 'with the creation ‘of an inter-agency
border security council to-prevent ter-
.rorist.and other transnational crime......
~-syndicates from usmg the country 5

Durmg the mte1 agency mee‘rmg'," :
held at the EastMinCom headquar-
ters at Naval Station Felix Apolinario,
Panacan, Davao City, on Wednesday,
the attendees discussed and provided
inputs on southern border security
enhancement. _

It was also agreed upon by the group
to organize a Border Security Gouncil -
that would be composed of varions
agencies involved in marifime, nmi-

. gration, foreign relations, and other
* law enforcement agencies; and various
lceal government uniis.

AFYP KEastMinCom spakebman
Brig. Gen. Gilbert 1. Gapay said the
Interagency Border Security Council

-would be a mechanism and venue
tor member agency in reporting and
assessing border security and recom-
mending measures to be undertaken.
1t also défines the role and task of each

Ab P‘"‘ boosts béckddor. . -

-

...4 ;

Gapay said border crossing sta-

" tiens in Cape San Agustin in Governor
.Generoso and Balut Island, Sarangani,

Davao Occidental are being improved

_ to strengthen the watch and monitor-

ing system of the territorial border in
Kastern Mindanao.
On the other hand, the Joint Task

Force Haribon is at present profiling
varions bancas along the Davao Gulf
as part of the effort of enhancing the

“Bantay Dagat,” a community-based

- coastal secumty as addmonal measure

of security.

~#This will be in coordmatwn wzth -
tocal governinent units, This will be repli-

catedin all coasial areas in EastMinCom
area of responsibility,” Gapay said.
. Gapay said the creation of an inter-

- agency barder security conneil is asid &

memberagencymtheeffortofsecurmg"" B
the border.
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lanao and in bringing about the defeat
-of the Abu Sayyaf ” Galves added, -

 Alisalun and Madjakin underwent
1 _diél:debﬁeﬁn'g“conduét'_”d___by' the™

Force. Basi!_anézsqmier“ Uy

According to Uy, Akkalun disclosed
t he twice escaped from the Bureay
ail Management and Penology-
o0 December 13,2009 and on”
Madjakin also revealed that he is
1 Abu Sayyaf member under the late -
SubleaderLong Malat = .
~ {On the tactieal level, the combat
‘of our troops are currently
mtensified to pressure the Abu
f bandits to yield to'the govern-

Act
b

Uy.sal_d_

offective,” he adde
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1s-j_just normal for -fnends to'
ﬁ__':heip each ‘othér esp '

& Marawi conflict, the
Imm'strauon has vowed_;_

Or -.'Fndayr Abei}a reported that_'_
“the number of civilians killed in
'_Mar' is 44, f Howmg the recov--'-
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£ fixed and mobile checi(pomts
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_ mted Nations,, thie body "
:r_nechamsms to extend_ -

might souid the alatm”
i€ 193-member body had

vowed to provide relief.
e like when the cotntry” a5

ies who share with us the: pnna};les. o
: of good wzil ‘and- nanmmterference S S

Maram.Clty the Presidential ‘iecunty '
Group (PSG) would riotallowhimito -
do s0; asitis deemed too dangerous :
: The President. rezterated that he

“But you ‘know, I cannot justisit

_on my ass-diyan sa opisina ko na Hirgp
Yung tap doon (b iny 6fficé while the

- people suifer),” the I’resxdent earher_.,

Pres1denhal'spokesma _
"bell_a derue :;t_lgat 1 A

> Pre ident was suppo dto
‘amp Ranao, the main mﬂltary
Marawi, 1ast taonth Bt §8su-
icials sazd many Maute snipers .
a; '~ With Chnstlna :
Mamn Sy, }ohn Unson

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email adc{: ﬁcpa.armymﬂ@gmail.com - Tel no, (62) 845-8555 L.ocal; 5285, 5205
. Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Visfon: By 2028. a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com -~ Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 |

l

!

arawl
death toll
hits 429

By JAIME LAUDE

More than 400 people have
been killed in the clashes be-
tween guvernment troops
and Maute extremists in over
a month of fighting in Marawi
ity

Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines {AFP) spokesman
Brig. Gen. Restituio Padilla
said seven more soldiers were
killed in Marawi i the last two
days of fighting, bringing the
totai tn 87‘ secuntv mrnes siam

e Su pecte ;

itary an defense estabhsl"lment
he ordered . an r_iv'eshgahon into how
eral high-powered fircarms. of the

partment personne H

s Duterte said some “of the higl h~powered :

;'-guns mcluded the 50 cahber Barrett smper
“riflec:
B would be good that after ’r}ns wat, if it

B wﬂi end someday, o start Iook:ing intowhere

fhe ﬁtvear.ms dnd ammumnon came from

g Duterte told the gathermg of the Southem.

Mmdanao Regmnal
Police Office herelate
Thursday. -

'Ihe Matte gunmen on
decimateéd with 303 militants
killed.

Civilian casualties, however,
continue to rise as 44 bodies

e the.other hand, were Further .. ooofoi s st s e

“government’ wound up n the hands of
- Maute extremists. '

"_rdn_nce Div&slon mcludmg some de— :

said, t}lfn f re-.

ns and . the boxec

2:'_were ‘even: marked
i "DND Ordnance.””

. This. developed -

A s_police seized

e durnlo Page2

attle is ‘ongoin

g
1t is. Whlle the soldlers

._;;:ered £rom the Maute' 3

.thousands of high-

gayan de Oro City
'.'Vebterday o

-7 Chief Insp. Ariel
:-Q-thp Pontillas said
“the ‘ammunition
“was contained in
“e1ght boxes of 6,000
“rournds for 5.56mm
;-and 2 000 rounds of

Pontlklaé sa;d

formatlon that the
cargo came from
Mamla a few weeks

i'-gunrunnmg syn-
‘dicate could have
:brought in the am-~

munition.— ‘John
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nd the Muk’cadil_-_.
10 were operating
er kidnappings:
terte ordered. the’ crush—__.

ndanao-arid brmgmg
he defe of the Abu

"mg thousands of
h11e Some had been
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: : ] 1 fueled rebeiimn ‘now happening
c - paanitarian crsisin t i being waged by a-
urters 111 Maraw1 thV on Fn ’ 311 Maram was :
ay, Armed Forces § Dkespe brutai and crizel group” which_ _
; ‘edr an mternatlonal insanity.”

: ] - mént- that flghtlng in Marawi_;
-.Pres;dent:- aiready told the reported killed " in’ two days-‘ 7 “As our tmops wrap up our 'Wzli sgon be-over. —wrru JEOF-

_.'_phlhppine m'htary to be ready-i in“the fighnng in Marawl as. operatmn agamsﬁ the remam—- rnevmnljsem INQ o
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% MARAWI FROM A1

Govt death toll i

Fighting also claimed the lives of

alotal of 44 civilians, include the 17
peopie said to have been executed
by the Maute group and whose
remains were reposted 1o have been
recovered on Wednesday.

The Maute men, along with
Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapi-
lon, led the atack on Marawi
City last May 23 in what the gov-
ernment claims was an atlempt
1o turn the Muslim-majority city
into an I8 province.

The attack forced President Ro-
drigo Duterte to place Mindanac
under martial law.

Last weckend, z unilateral truce

release the hogtages, which include
ke Teresito “Chito” Suganob,

Based wun reports, the terrorists
told the negotiators they would
free Suganob in exchange for
the freedom of the parents of
the Mawe brothess, Farhana and
Cayamora, who were atrested in
separate operations by police and
miitary men.

Military officials rejected the
offer,

"We wish 1o reiterate that
Lovernment’s policy not 1o ne-
gotiate with terrorists remains.
Hence, any demands made inside
Marawi hold no basis,” Padilia
said in.a statement..

__was declared by the military in ob-

=stheendofihe holy menthof Rama+

servance of Eid) Fitr, which marlks

dan, with an eight-man group led by
refigious leaders going o “ground
zero” 1w negotiate with the Maute 1o

the offense of all these terrorists
and their supporters is immense
and they must all he held ac.

.-offensive-againstthe-Maute mem-
bers, amid consuhatmns between

“Let us commu«. to remmd e
national agencies in preparation | ¢

thes }JLI[ shcstliar the gravity af

in Marawi rises

countable for all their actions,”
Padilla continued.

The Cagayan de Oro Ciw Police
Office on Friday held one suspect-
ed terrorist identified as Jerusaiein
Runeje, 29.

Authorities sald Runeje ad-
mitied 1o being 2 membe; of
the Abu Sayyaf group and con-
firmed that his photograph was
among those included in post
ers of wanted terrorisis.

“However, further validation
and verification {with| other {in-
lelligence agencies] are still ongo-
ing." a police report said.

Padilla said it would pursue it

for the rehabilitation, reconsuuc-
tion and rebuilding of Marawi Ciry
ance fighting ends,

a
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_"'tmue to'rise. L
" The Armed Force sof the thhppmesf-_--
CEaE (AFP) said seven 're_ soldiers-have:

o beenkilied,:bringi_ng‘t_' 2jth_a_deat_h__toll

He said the Islamic State 1sa “rex'fo-";
n tha_ s fighting. peopie “for 10

threat posed by the cony 'inst reb” Is__'.'
- inthe country, henofed. -
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No hﬂmamtarlan cnsis
nwhile, the government de 1ed
facmg a. humamtaman cmszs In

e welcome fore1gn assxstaﬁce in:

the Marawi situation especially in the -
" rehab, reconstructlon and recovery '
- “he added =
‘It is narmal. for tmends and aiheS' .
upport each- ether whlch need a -

_ commltment with other. coun--

6 combat terrorism and attaln
bie peace;” he continued. fa i
his-speech in Pampanga on
ay, Dutex'te said his invitation

- Malacahang had earlier said t at
. the $20-billion Bangon Marawi program :
. would 'start as soon as Marawi. Cityis.... :
i1berated from Iaw}ess elements

. Public Wérks Secretary M&rk V13~-'

lar had earfier said the framework for
B 'gon Marawi program is bemg :

mup.

'.'E.I.fmg_dangers because c_f the presence of |
- some people who dor't car. ry bullets but:
builets __to_a person s mind),”

oﬁntri"é:s' E

Q10,01 : v xtended assxstance to
_ Il his duty to protect the country © . the victinis of Marawi. City and for the
+from all kinds uf_threats parncmariy : habilitation of the: city. .

- OnJune 24 it was reported that the _
raelz government has extended assis:
mee to the Marawi conflict victinis as
Lient grade on b urned over Pl-million worth of basic
st 12 months in offi ‘equipment, medicines, and suppies to .
> IE B00d, Ve e Philippine Red Cross (PRC).

Australian Forezgn Minister Juhe
P said in a statement-that Aus- -
alig is giving. $920 000 ($34.5 million)
orth of food and other supphes to the
splaced Mara‘m ¢itizens '
Hina has alse donated Flﬁ mllhon

: -support ‘relief operations and reha-
5,’ e people. Secur bilitation efforts in Marawi City (With a

. . ‘.ieveioped‘ the President :
_;"has called fo :a-probe mto_the; Maute__-':

Army Core r“quUbU.

'report from Franczs T. Wakefield) -
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--_.Furees Westarn Mmdanao:f
-'Command (Wesmmwm;.

a,gamst the Islamm St_ate (IS) o
msplreci terrorists in -Matawx

 while anothér 98 surrendered
. since’ an, all-out military
coripaign was Isunchod in

holdmg mor@ th-an-_;--iOO’_'f._v__'
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ZoodGapay-said-the-Inter- Agency :
Border Security Counéil will bea:
* mechanism and venue for nember
_-agency in reporting and assessing
‘border, seemlty and r&rom ending - o

Tee Hal fhon is presently pruﬁlmg",
:;.dlfferent bancas along the
a0 (ulf as part of the effort of
nhancmg the: “Bantay. Dagat” a
ntunity based coastal security :
dditional neasure'of security,

: Tapay said in ‘coordination With
cal government units; the move
-~ will e ‘feplicated in” all ccoastal -
- areas under: the jurisdiction. of
Eastmmcom

optimistic on the future of the-
Philippines and’ the | Chmese;
military foreés in tighting agamst 5
“ terrarism and extremism in.the
“iropion'a s Beljing vowed to.continue:...o.....
__;'-provzdmg the Philippines’ with!
necessary&ssmta,nc tadayafier

”‘To lmprove our. relationship
. against the backerourid for fighting.
. against terrorism; 1 think we. find:
L essential for the_i_:wo mzhtames
th ) countries’to gohand ir
ur efforts to defest
;" he said diring the 30th

nhive sary celehration of Hong
Ko__ return t Ching at Fa;

elin Makaty’ City. '
Givén the pmbiem of terrorism
: ; e ‘thieal ‘that “is nut. simply ‘&
vost. B Homestic affair but is also an

i thern. befﬁre niot ther, oir Morg il;fgiﬁ?‘ﬁzltcog;?fa ?: ﬁentv}c:z
E:)?E;:;?Q ;é‘;‘g gﬁyf :_dun__}: gel-  Philippines will face the same kind

_of pz oblerm. PHA
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sinabl umano nma Almatar
Gurt Mate Apok Pili Mz
fe; Mohanind Al Mauie at
aids Giro Matite na’ nag-:
vt sila si ARMM: come
- pound para kimuha na cleas
rance wNahonai Bmeau of

_ mdlbldwaimgahngng Cota
“bato ity bago naharang

o - chéckpoint & Bay. Macs
}I)ang apelwdongMaute L guiling Sultan Kuciamx,

|
i
&

e}
C/
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- Pahina.

. Hindinaman masab:
ig-Pangulo kung kailan
P’ matatapos ang giyera:
I sasMarawi-City .pero
Nl may mya. indikasyon
na malapit na daw ltang
maiapos. . -

i “That is somethmg

: wh;ch I cannot really
1 predict- White it indicates
-a slowing down of the
"-.-flghtmg, which ordiparily
swould indicate also that
1 i:here s less res;stance

now, no- more ﬁghtmg
And: maybe the seCurity
“ forces of the government”
““wollid be able'to control
=all.of the ‘city,: terrttory :

: :--4 Clty of Marawi," sabi

+ Plano ng Pangul
upang akapt!mg ang

:ﬁnguio ang’ dumalaw ok
kamakalawang gabi sa. N
Camp Quintn Merecido:

L sakanyang glnagawa ay
mabub ‘haman: perq kling: nafulungkot, humlhlngl s;ya-.:'
ng pau_manhm dyAndau s

Spokesman Ernasto
: Abeila_na urnabot na sa:

o ang%asawrsa"bakbakan
sa Maute, nasa 303 na-
man na terorista ang
napatay ng mga - awto-
ridad at 445 na silbityan

- ha ang pinatay ng Maute.

A

Pl

-

(&)
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~ Maute-1515 nasa Palawan na?

‘Nabulabog ang mga res:dent ng Palawan matapos”

: i""':_:kumalat ang ulat umaong s Brooke's Point at Bataraza.

naman; planong mE ghas:k ng terorismca Dahll_-_ ito sang:
i éskuwelahan sa Eugar ang nakanseia ang. (lage: matap . :
*magsiuwian ang: mga’ estudyan’te samatinding takot:
Lozl Bunsod mto agad na'jrivtos ni AFP-Weastcorn Command-
- ';'-'_Ch:ef Lt:G el Bosario'sa sacunty forces na benpj-
: '_kahin ang nasal g ulat: subalit lumabas na ‘negatibg jto, =
s OuE gmund 0ops: doitble’ cheick the information that©
i _:-reached us on the alleged presence of armed men in Batara-:.
- zaand Brookg's P but yielded negative result’ pahayag
wniCaptain Cheryﬂ Tindog; Spokespers ‘ng AFP Westcom
-+ - Nafiawagan angopisyal 88 netizens, na huwag magpaka
ilatng mga; hlndl benpskadang mpormasyon Satext messages

P B
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FApUon DIgONE IMAArEsSTto

. Nabigc ang sectiity forGes na maaresta ang tila may )
“sa palos na'si Abu: Sayyaf commander Isnilon Hapilon -
.matapos na mapaulat aRyg presensya nite.sa: Margosa-_
tublg Zamboanga del Sur kamakalawa ng gabi.: :
i Saulatng. Police Regsonal Office {PROY.9, g

g HUENYO 2761 Hapn ot kasarna:
‘armado nitong tathan; '
: Ang nasabing Emtr ngisis ay may patong sa ulona B
_3$5M mifla séAm mula naman sa dating B, 4M

= ng niasabing bayan ay hindivin umano nakita si Hapilon. -
; ‘Nagpapatuloy naman: ang . pagtugis ng -security -
Gayunman ‘natapos halughlgin “forces kay Hapiion-at mga kasamahan nitong Maute
ang lugaray nabigo.itong matagpuar. - matapos na tumakas at abandonahin ang kanilang

-Maging ang mga nagpapatrulyang tauhan ng thp~ “nga kasamahang teronsta sa bakbakan sa Marawi.
pme Navy at Phthppme Ccast Guard sa baybaylng daga’c {Joy Cam‘os)

bakan sa lungsad ng Marawi. .-

mga awmndad
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0T By FRANGIS T. WAKEFIELD

he Department of National
Defense (DND) will be buying
close to 470 million worth of
bultets to replenish the mili-
tary’s stock of ammunition, tellowing
internal armed eonflicts in various
parts of the country in the past year.
Brigadier General Restituto Padilla,
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)

the DND-Government Arsenal plans to
acquire $468, 150,000 worth of 5.56 mm
rounds of finished components,

“Ang ginagawa nating acquisition sa
DN ay parte lamang ng ating patuloy
na pag-aangkat o pag acquire ng mga
kinakailangan pampalit sa nawawala
nating stocks. So ito ay patuloy na
bagay. So meron mang giyera o wala,
patuloy pa rin itong gagawin at bibilin
natin (The acquisition by the DND is

on Marawi City

According to the DNI, the money
to be used to buy the bullets to arm the
M-4s and M-18 automatic ritles in the
AFP inventory will be sourced from the

" spokesman, Tevealed yesterday that

part of our continuing acquisition of
theneeded replenishmentof loSt. .o immsiim e i s o s i

stocks. Regardless if there is
war or not, we will continue to do
that),” Padilla said.

The AFP is currently locked in
atight battle with the ISIS-linked

Generai_éppropdations Trust Fund.
Asof Thursday, a total of 299 Maute

Maute Group which has laid siege

fighting broke out last May 23.
When asked for the cost of the

‘ﬁghters have been killed as 5 result of
intense fighting. On the other hand, 71
government soldiers were slain sinee

Mmtawi war the AFP already incurred,
Padilla said he could not give a definite
answer on that question as of now.

m
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Theyalso underscored that peace :
: should: only resuitie when the -
‘Communist rebels; represented -
by :th Natlon _Democranc Front

. NOT MARAWI — No,'this is not'a photo taken in the wartorn city of Marawi but that of a tralning exarcise of Task

.- Force Davao, which cross-train ed with the Special We pons ami Tactlcs (SWAT) team of the Davao City Police Office,
in urbah assault inDavao City yesterday (Keith Ba ngco} : o .
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Valoria s
; nt
People’s Army (NPA), which h;
s attacks not only on governm enit ingtal
- lations, but alse on private businesses

rol over its armed unif

- pineapple plantations in Mindanao. -+

. We agree with Senator Lacson and"
to serap

__join"his call for the government

. its peace negotiations with the ND

F Un-

e useless and
satd Valoria:

- Gosaid “Treachery and be
- no place’on the peace table .

S MThe continting atrocities of

. genuine
“said

. Ifthatis the case then Sénatdfl'}ae'ébﬁ_ :
" 18 right 1o advise the government to hold
the NDE?” he added.

‘. off negotiations with't _
- Valoria ar dGower referring to La

gl

uneis

o Last week,a

“tachment in Brgy. Malithog, Panabo City,
- Davao'del Norte, killing one policeman, :

aid the NDF obyiously had

e

especially those operating hanana and..

trayal h'aiffe =

the NPA -
.-prove that there is rio‘central commiunist .
- leadership that is capable.of pursuing:
' peace with the government? hei:.

L ek, a still undetermined nuim-
“bér of NPA%:."’ebeis'a'tta'cked-a-po‘lic‘eﬁ desi

'i"i___acsd:_;p_a_cp_a;a;myzm2_@gm’én.c‘om —Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

as we are left at the mercy of the NPA and
other lawless elements which, -in most -
Ses, a7 10w able Lo carry out their ot~
tacks using high-powered guns,” he said.
- Ga also'pointed out that businessmen
“in' Mindanao ‘no‘longer wanted to add fo
. the security.concerns that law enforce-
~ment authorities are currently facing in ©
the island in light of the ‘declaration of |

the business community .
“government to at least’
W.us to protect :

. give us some leey
- our businesses from the: NPA and other
-criminal elements,” he said... - o
Valoria-and Go welcomed the recent
assurance made by the police leadership
in-Mindanao'that it will take steps to fill
‘the security gap left by the recent directive -
Tequiring private entities to deposit their
-~ high*powered firearms with the PNP
o Among such measures, Valoria said,
‘was the PNP’s move to speed up the train-
Ing'of Special CAFGU Active Auxiliary
-(SCAA) groups that will be deployed to

ugment security forces in Mindanao:
. Valoria saig mbers operate
‘banana and pineapplé farms in a
- are infested with. NPA insurgents “and
‘it is ‘precisely the presence of our high
- powered firearms that deter the NPA from

-“T!fﬁs..has.béen:prov'eh-iﬁ-t“}‘_i.e--paStrThe

‘before’

¥ Hy o AUpD
o trol and_dxrej_c_@ion.’fﬁ;, S
~..--Lacson, who ¢hairs the

- mittee on public order; said
** show that the NDF

over the NPA: - <

As such, Valoria: eI

- to reconsider its recent move requiri
I security personnel guarding théir plan

recent events
clearly has no contro

powersd firearms with
National Police (PNP).

 Lacson said “the first thing to consider

Senate com-

. tations and officés to deposit their high-
the Philippine = .

We are respectfully éppealing 6
. authorities to review this recent directive -

NPAwill latigh at'our shotgims and pistols

as they can now easil

-+ Valoria recalled that just two months
ago, NPA guerillas torched some 24
million: worth of farm equipment at a
- pineapple plantation owned by Del Monte
Philippines in Davao City, Jess than a week
after government negotiators and the
- NDF agreed on an interim joint ceasefire
agreement, - .
The NPA has resorted to burning
" “equipment and facilities in-fruit planta-

;-tions in Mindanao to force companies to
. Ppay them “revolutionary taxes.” B

~f

i
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“FHUE MATION'S LEADDMG NEWEPAFRE
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Montana” the spokesman for the NPA
i Corenacm (,hwa Walang “Waling Com-
-~ mand. : ;
. The: Pohee Regmnal Office con-
~-sidered the NPA raid in Maasin as a
i) - -malicious threat to the entire Western
'Bandmia an alias “Ruby” an . Visayas. -
“Katkat,” Lanie Gardose, Christy_- . “Rest assured, the PNP (Phﬂlppme
Cabales, an‘alias “Niel,” * Randy Canoy National Police) is doing everything in
' Garnica, Erver: Buencochﬂln and Levy . its power to arrest the perpefrators and
‘John Palencia.. . recover the items they took,” said Supt.
' ayaba sald Bueneochzﬂo and Ca- - Gilbert Gorero, PRO spokssman.
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

Faced with China’s version of
“build, build, bmh” in the Scuth
China %ea President Duterte s i\eepmgj
his “non-combative” stance in d lealing
with Beljing, presidential spol\esman
Hrnesto Abella said yesterday.

While the government would rather
- leave the matter to the Department of
National Defense and [epartment of
Foreign Affairs, Abella stressed that
Dutez te has made his position clear on
the issue — to he “non-adversarial” and
opt for “peaceful dialogue.”

“We need to reiterate the fact that
the President has said - his approach
to the situation, to regional geopolitics
has always been to come into a mutual
understanding and dialogue in order
to resolve cases like these,” Abella said
during the “Mindanao Hour” program
held in Davao City.

that the President at this stage has been
non-combative and non-adversarial,
but has approached regional geopoli-
tics from the point of view of dialogue
and mufual understanding and mutual
support,” Abella said.

He was reacting to a report of the

“We need to just go back to.the fact. .

: Beljlng of a
about PSO{} '

& "or m}ured i tiie governn'i_.;
ment's. fight: ‘against. the Maute _
pin Maraw1 C"t' 'Bez}mg also -
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On‘th a Ust Navy warsth’-"
thin: 12_nautxcai rmies of MIS-._:

Waterway since US Pr951dent Donald--
. . risficial iglands and i¢ coricerned .  Trimp ook office.: " .
c ter'fop Strategic and Internatlonair;-___f ‘they could be used torestrict free 'movef-g_:_ : Chma has demed US eharges tha’c

“sheltersion Fiery Cri

Reef {0 go with :
. the ‘eight already on the

] TaY bé:ngnlstaﬁedthatpresum
biy boosts’ Beijing’s ability to monitor
he =urroundmgs the thmk tank sald

"z
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Federalism plan affects
Moro, NDFP peace talks

President Duterte’s oft-repeated
avowal is to accomplish before the
5. end of his six-year term, in 2022, a
shift in the form of government from the
present unilary to a federal system. That
accomplished, he has declared, he will
volunteer to resign as President.

And he has kept saying that only
such a shift to federalism will satisfy
the Bangsamoro ~ the name by which
both the Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF) and the Moro Jslamic Libera-
o lion Front (MILF) refer to the Mushm
* people in southern Philippines - and
- bring peace in Mindanao as it will cor-

waever, such suppbrt and pariner-

ship can be effective, the NDFP empha-

sizes, if there are guarantees for polifical
and economic sovereignty, people’s de-
mocracy, respect for human rights, social
justice, patriotic culture, independent
foreign policy, and an uncompromising
fight against foreign dorminance, dynas-
ticism, warlordism, and other forms of
focal reaction.

These guarantees are essential ele-
ments of the substantive negotiations
on social, economic, political, and con-
stitutional reforms in the GRP-NDFEP

peace talks.

~-rect-the-historical injustice comiritted™

againsl them.

~ liberation groups don’t think along
the same line. While not expressing
oulright opposition to federalism, they
have expressed parallel concerns thal,

2014 "C'brﬁpféheﬁx‘zéiw‘/é Agreemenlon the

o ! - s S S e Ban- sanitol'G {CAB}.TITESQ eECE .aCCOrdS_: B PSR RN ts
T Now'it appears the Teaders of hoth o P

embody, in general and specific provi-
sions, lhe essential and, in some aspects,
modified modes of exercising their right
to self-determination.

Although it’s hound by constitutionat

under-the still not=clearly defiriad Cone
ceptand structure of a Federal Republic

of the Philippines (or whatever it may.

7 be called), the protracted Barigsamoro
struggle for their right to self-determi-
nation, identity, and institutions may not
be given justice.

Both the MILF and MNLF prefer to
have the final peace agreements they
had separately forged and signed with
the GRP implemented ahead of the
formation of a federal system of gov-
ernment.

Meantime, in light of the mutuaily-
acknowledged unprecedented prog-
ress in the first three rounds of formal
negotiations in the GRP-NDFP peace
talks under the Duterte government
{held in Europe in August and October
2016, and in January 2017), the NDFP
has manifested its readiness to support
and be a partner in the establishment of
a Federal Republic of the Philippines,

imitations, both groups are pushing for
the passage into law of a revised draft

BangsamomBamcLaW(EBL), SREER g o L L

essentially derived from the CAB and
includes certain parts of the FPA. (The
16th Congress under President Aquino
thoroughly overhauled but failed to pass
the first BBL, drafted by a Bangsamoro
Transition Commission with 8 members
from the MILF and 7 from the GRP all
Mushims.)

In Novernber 2016 President Duterte
appointed a revived / expanded Bangsam-
oro Transition Comnussion (with MNLFE
members added in January), to work out
a new draft BBL. The body recently ap-
proved the revised draft, but its presenta-
tion to the President set yesterday was
postponed indefinitely. After the Office
of the President shall have reviewed the
draft, Duterte would submit it to Congress
for approval.

i FEN
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But the MILY, according to an au-
thoritative source, found it confusing
that President Duterle announced the

creation of a Consultative Commission

mandated, within six months, to recom-
mend changes in the 1987 Constitution.
With its fate still up in the air, the MILF
fears, the hoped-for passage of the BBL
intoto could be adversely affected by the
proposed constitutional changes. After
all, the President had assured them last

" April that the comimission would be

formed only after the draft BBL's sub-
mission to Congress.

1¥'s now a tense waiting game for the
Bangsamoro. The diminishing expectation
of the MILF is articulated in this remark by
Mohagher Igbal, MILF peace panel chair:
“We [had] better secure 10 centavos al-
ready in the basket than having to gamble
for a peso [that} is still in the wilderness.”

The GRP-NDFP peace talks still have
to produce concrete results — 10 centavos?
= as far as agreement on the substartive
issues of social and economic reforms are
concerned. Starting in the fourth round

..0f formal negotiations in April,.an air.of.........

unease and cautiousness has crept into

0 the nitial optimism thatpervadedtheeats

lier rounds. And the next, or fifth, round,

scheduled in May, didn't push through

after the GRP panel announced it would
not participate. Back-channel talks have
succeeded.in getting the process back.on

Thus, if President Duterte envisions
the shift to federalism as a means for
attaining just and lasting peace not only

in.Mindanao but in --the-entire-l’l"aiiipf'—‘ S

pines, he ought to ensure that the peace
processes with the Left revolutionary
movement and the Bangsamoro libera-
tion movement are completed, with the
comprehensive agreements initially
palpably implemented to the salisfac-
tion of the people who are the principal
beneficiaries. Let's look into each case.
Both the MILF and MNLF are pusi-
ing for the implementation of thejr
separate final peace agreements with the
GRP: On the part of the MNLF {then led
Lmdisputedly by Nur Misuari, who now
leads just a faction of it) there’s the Final
Peace Agreement (FPA) of 1998 and, on
the part of the MILF (which broke away
from the MNLF in the late 1970s), the

What has soured the atmosphere ot
the talks is the insistence by the Duterte
Cabinet's security cluster on the primacy
of a ceasefire - ahead of negotiations

ments on social and economic reforms.

and to scuttle any comprehensive a gree-
mernt on fundamental reforms beneficial
to the people. In that case, it's doubtful
if it would still be willing to. support

track, and the fifth round will proceed in

August or September.

Duterte’s federalism project.
* * *

.and signing of comprehensive agree-

The NDEP interprets this.as a-means-tos e o o
force its “capitulation and pacification”

i Emaillsafuriocampo@ginail conip s
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pus ___e_rs‘__in the-Philippines? =
' “More hkelv, they _

_ ps thers and allies, and_;
,,,,,,,,,,,,, The tw i tseif to be used again by = -
Bt} hin sred: A pawnm: the geopolztxcal-_. o

An()ther_difference between the
' nd Chma 15 that the latter is.if.

“of late is -the 20-year anniversary of
the 1997 Brmsh handever of Hong -

e re major 1mperlallsts pawers' |
dued Asian mations, mcludmg =
nd the _Phxhppmeb :

The Phihppmes is _'g 1g a rebellion. - tor Mat hig tRepubl ocut po erty,as China had done sue-
n Marawi Citvhva sihadist groun al-.  down arms sales to the Philippines: _;:-:cessfully in just one generatmn :
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T e ansing copflicd with the Mauic
pebels o Maprawd Cly i Lanase del Sox
foliawed by an alisek by the Bangsamors
Istamic Freedom Fighters (BIFE) in Pig-
cawayan. Nosrth Cotabato, the national govern-
ment may bave gotten so involved in the ﬁgh\im;{,
with the Islamists in Moeawd that it has nol had
ek e 1o devole to the other prafies posed
Bew thse cidier fong-standing rebellion. ihat of the
Mo Prospgde™ Srmy (M)

The FA rebeitivn hos vaged [ noerly Bee
deesde in varions parts of the country mosty in

“Central Lazon in the 1970s spre
sregionsdhendo.Mindanao.where it is masi. ACH

Loday, Pesident Thuterle moved (o solve the NIA '

problem ot the start of his administration in 2016
with a series of peace negotistions hosled by
Norway and the Netherlands The two sides were
—get-to-hold-their-fitth-meeting-last-May, hut-then
the Istumic State-backed Mautes sought Lo seive

Mavawi City and President-Duler ie responded with

~adeelaration ol martial law wrall of Mindanao,

Althe height of the fighting in Marawi City, {he
Presiconl weleomed the stipport seof b e Tnglesd
Sintes under onr Mutual Dodense Trealy, He sabd
the major More organizations - the Moro Islamic
Liberation Foree (MILF9 and the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLE) - would also be welcome
to help the govermment repel the foreign-backed
1818 -linked Maule reheliion. He said the NPA
would be eimilariv weleoed,

The NPA, through its pelitical front, the Nation-

din G Lo Bicol ™ NP AiF

. thepeopte’s economic, bomai and culiural o
“hnd doononiie gavereignty = sve as the fighting o

Al Piemesvatie Front (ND. and the Donununist
Pary of Ihe Philippines (CPP, bas hoon invelved
it the vegotialions launched by President Duterte.
While it has supported the {alks. however il bas
continied o carry oul attacks in various areas of
ihe country, lately including Zambates, Cagayan,
aud Heiln

Early this week, Malacanang. through presi-
dential spokesman Frneslo :‘51)91&1. aaid, “We are
digtushed by the reeent NEPA allacks. cansidesing
that their tesdor in Bwrepe issoed a slaloment
condeimming the incident in Marawi....
Hpt s randueive

These

ACKR

peace building

The NDIF in Bavao Oty responded through s
vice chairman Alan Jasnunes, that the NDEF stand
is that bath parties can conlinue with the negotia-

....... tinns o ceformenational.ivdusieial iz a0 et

protection of the environmenl, {ree exercise of
riglhils,

coplinites ™

Thewe arve loas than deal conditions tor The
hnlding ef peace tafks, We wonfd expeel mone
positive, maore hnopeful, more optinintic, audmare
open expressions from both sides. Nevertheless,
we continue 1o hope that the peace taiks which
began with such promise last year will be able o
regume soon and ullimalely reach agreement that
wilk crwl o vepellion (hat bas continged infermit
teutly ail fthese vears.
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Army to provide free showing of 'Pacman’ bout
Sunday

From the Philippine News Agency {Jun 30): Army to provide free showing of 'Pacman’ bout Bunday

Troops assigned at Army headquarters in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City wili get a chance to watch Fitipino

boxing icon, Sen. Manny "Pacman® Pacquiao, go head-to-head with Australian chalfenger Jeff Homn
Sunday.

FFree viewing will take place at the Army Gym and Army Officers’ Club, said Lt. Col. Ray Tiongson,
Philippine Army spokesperson, on Friday.

Pacquiao will be battling Horn at the Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, Australia on July 2.

"We expect him (Pacquiao} to be victorious in his fight, We are solid for t‘heu_p_gx_i‘ng champ. He dedicated. ...

-~ his fight forour heroes fighting the Malits-1SIS terorists in Marawl. fl boosts our soldiers morale. Winor
... lose, we will support. Manny,” the Army official said. - T

Pacquiao is a reservist with the rank of lieutenant cotonel. He first entered in the Army reserve force as a
sergeant in April 27, 2006,

http:!iww@ivﬁa.qov.ph

Planned GenSan bombings foiled

From the Manila Bulletin (Jun 29): Planned GenSan bombings foiled

Police have foiled the planned series of bomhings in General Santos City following the arrest of

a member of an extremist gang who was among those tasked to plot the improvised explosive
devices (IEDs),

Supt. Romeo Galgo, spokesman of the Northern Mindanao regional police, said an intense marnhunt
was already launched against the two companions of the arrested suspect, 20-vear-old
Abdulazis Mangambit Tungan.
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General Santos City Map (Photo courtesy of Google Map | Manila Bufietin)

Tungan, a native of Maasim town of Sarangani, is reportedly a member.of the Ansar Al-Khalifa

Philippines, an extremist group which pledged allegiance with the ISIS Islamic Stat of Iragand .

- $yria) along with the Maute Group,

“With his arrest, we were able to thwart their hombing plans, word 6f which we have been

receiving in tié past weeks.” said Gonda,

- The intelligence reports said & terror grotip was planning bombing activities in Gereral Santos City with
the City Half, churches and malls as targets. Police sources said the intent was to expand the mititants’
activities beyond Marawi and to shake up Mindanao.

Police intelligence operatives then conducted background check on Ansar Al-Khalifa and found
out about one of the very few surviving members of the group identified as Ramram Tungan.

It was recalied that the leader of the Ansar Al-Khalida, Mohammad Jaafar “Tokboy” Maguid, was killed in
a police operation early this year.

Maguid, before his death, had been in constant meeting with the Maute brothers allegedly on how to
heip the 18IS establish a firm footing in Mindanao through a virtual calphate.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that s a source of national pride.

Maguid's death meant the reduction of the operational capability of the group.

Police then launched a massive search for Tungan who turned out to be included in the list of

the persons that the Defense department wanted arrested in connection with the Marawi City
attack.

“He was seen standing beside the churchiof religious sect, suspiciously uneasy. He attempted
o r'un’:wherz"-'hiS"arrESt--waéz-‘éﬁ'ncuh'ﬁéti;lgut he was immediately cornered.”said Gonda, adding that
the arrest occurred on Wednesday morning.

A hand grenade was seized from Tungan and that will be used in the filing of criminal charges
against him. Local police investigators are grilling Tungan as to the whereabouts of his two

companions,

The entire Mindanao is currently under the state of Martial Law after President Duterte’s declaration
following the Marawi City attack on May 23. Efforts to purge Maute gunmen in Marawi City are on-going,

hitp://news.mb.com.ph

MILF doubts Maute can establish Islamic State 'province'

-+ From ABS-CBN (Jun 29): MILF doubts Maiite can establish Islamic State 'province’

" The Moro Isiamic Liberation Front (MILF) played down the Maute group's reported plan to establish a
province in Mindanao under an I1SIS caliphate, saying its days in Marawi were "numbered."”

bossibility at this point in time na mag:siiccesd yung pag ereate ng ‘wilayah’

~—{province) because there has s no caliphate gstablished," MILF chairman Murad Ebrahim told ABS-
CBN News,

Cmar Maute and 'hé'é brother Abdullah lad besh part of the MILF before they émbraéed vioienz exiremism after
studying in Jordan and Egypt.

After returning to the Philippines, the two asked to put up their own group under the MILF, Murad recalled.
“Sabi hamdn wala namand problema dahil MILF iaman kavo. But then after they tried to form a group,

nakita namin na iba yung kanifang rga polisiva, iba yung kanilang inga activities;” he said, (But then, after
they tried to foim a grotip, we saw that their policy was differént; their activities were different.)

The brothers are now leading a group of Islamist radicats wreaking havoc in Marawi.

Neary 400 people have been killed and thousands others evacuated in more a month of intense fighting with 1S1S-
inspired Maute terrorists.

“Kung 'hihdi:s'ila"Du;ﬁ’asﬁkiﬁ\?énﬁfﬁir"{di'l"haﬁkakaganvén;‘ﬂﬂurad said. (That will not have happenad if they

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the tand,




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride,

did not gnter the ity

"Even without discussiig the: ideological aspect, justlooking at it fram the practical perspective, what
qood does 18IS bring ? If we allow them: here; What qood will. they bring? They will Laly destroy further.”

NEUTRAL GROUND

Marawi had long been considered a "neutral” ground and had been spared destruction despite previous armed
conflicts, the MILF teader noted.

The MILF has offered to broker talks between the government and th

e Maute group to help resolve the Marawj
crisis.

The group earlier helped put Up "peace corridors” for the rescue of civilians trapped in the gun battie,

Presidential peace adviser Jesus Dureza on Thursday thanked the MILF for its humanitarian agsi istance, hut
reiterated the government's position against negotiati ng with terrorists,
“The president has made 3 very clear declaration--no nagotiations with terrorists, no quarters asked and no
quarters given," he told ANC's Early Edition.

http//news.abs-chn.com

2 Abus surrender to military in Basilan

From the Ph i‘ppiﬂe Star (Jun 30} 2 Abus surrender to military in Basilan..... e 1 e

One of the Abu Sayyaf members who swrendered said that he escaped from provincial fail twice. Philstar comy/File
photo

Two Abu Sayyaf members, one of them bolted twice from the iail, surrendered to the mititary forces in
Basilan Thursday, according to security officials.
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Col. Juvymax Uy, commander of the Joint Task Force Basilan, said Serham Hasim Akkalun and Hapid
Madjakin, both Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf members, vielded about 4 p.m. to the elements of the 13th
Special Forces Company in Barangay Guinanta, Albarka town.

The two Abu Sayyaf members also surrendered an M1 Garand rifie and a clip of live ammunition.

buring the tactical debriefing, Akkalun said that he bolted from provincial jait twice during the jailbreak incidents on
Dec. 13, 2008 and Jan. 27, 2015.

Madjakin, on the other hand, revealed that he is an Abu Sayyaf member under the late sub-leader long
Malat.

The surrender of Akkalun and Madjakin brought the number of Abu Sayyaf surrenderees to 98,

Sixty-six others, on the other hand, were apprehended by security forces since January this vear following
an all-out military campaign launched by the Joint Task Forces under the Western Mindanac Command

(Wesmincom).

Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr,, Wesmincom chief, said the relentless campaign against the Abu Sayvyaf also
resulted to the deaths of 94 members of the Aby Sayyaf group and recovery of 148 firearms.

Galvez welcomed the surrender of the Abu Sayyaf members, who will be provided the opportunity to tive nonmat
lives again.

Galvez also said that they will continue their operations and integrate their efforts with different stakehoiders to
beef up security in Mindanao.

- 'bﬁbi/ﬁﬁ\)@w‘,élwéislar.ﬂornfr1ation
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