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By JARVIC MATEQ

The navies of the Philippines
and the United States yesterday

_held 2 joint naval patrol in the
ol Son amid rising internation- T
wal-concern-about Islamdstamiliz

tancy and piracy in the region.
The joint patrols came as govern-

ment forces fighting Maute miktants |

in Marawi City were blocking poten-

'""'""'"ﬁ'éi]'"é};tape"I'DLﬁIQS" of the-terr DTS AT emrorrmm e

waters around Mindanao.

... Philippine Navy frigate BRP Ra-

deter prracy and illegal activities,” Ub
Rear Admiral Dpn Gabrielson said in
a statement issued by the US embassy.

-

changed best practices with their US
counterparts in-visit, board, search
and seizure techniques and informa-
tion sharing,” it added.,

“The patrol strengthened mari-
time security cooperation between

-“The Philippine sailors.also.ex-. :

the.US and Philippine.navies.and
Turn to Page 8

combat ship LISS Coronado in patrol-
ling the Sulu Sea where numerous pi-
rate attacks on commercial shipping
have been made since 2015.

The naval patrols were heid at

the invitation of the Philtppine gov-
ernment, the US embassy said in a
statement.

“Our at-sea operations with the
Philippine Navy demonstrate our
commitment to the alliance and to
deter piracy and illegal activities,” U5
Rear Admiral Dpn Gabrielson said in
a statement issued by the US embassy.
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Evacuees and government
troops in war-torn Marawi
City will be able to watch live
the much anticipated World
Boxing Organization (WBO)
welterweight title bout be-
tween Sen. Manny Pacquiao
and Australian challenger Jeff
Horn in Brishane, Australia,
courtesy of the provincial
government.

Lanao del Sur 1st District
Assemblyman Zia Alonto
Adiong of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim MiIndanao

said Vice Gov. Bombit Adiong
‘has instalied a cable link at the

o provmmal Cap]tO f()l' i‘Oda\ 5

live airing of the Pacquiao-
Horn fight.

The Ewe feed will be open
to all the evacuees who have

building due to the on-going

fighting between government

" forces and the Mauie terror

group that attacked the city last
May 2
“We will have a live telecast

-of the fight of Sen. Pacquiao on

July 2 at the Capitol Compound
to make our bakwifs (evacuees)
happy,” Adiong said.
Mustims and Christians
nationwide idolize Pacquaio,
and each time he has a hout
the whole nation stande sl
to watch the fights.
Government forces as well
as the provincial gnmmmmi
have declared the capitol com-
pound a safe zone that is now
an evacuation center that has

9

s6121"g"]i‘t""é]ﬁé'ﬁéf"i'ﬁ""i'}*i"é"“E‘E‘}%’iﬁﬂ""

given shelter to hundreds

f families displaced by the
ﬁ@,htmg

While some soldiers de-
ployed to crush the Maute ter-
rorists might be able to watch -
the live streaming of the fight, .
most troopers would not be
able to view the fight on live
TV.

“We stil] don't’ know. But
I'believe our soldiers have no
time for that since it js already :
a luxury for them if they can -

have a brief sleep. Thc)se in_

“our iear conlld not ever take a
bath, how much more for those | ..

who are on the frontline,” an
officer of the Joint Task Force
Marawi said.

The Army would also spon- -
sor the live broadcast of the

‘Pacquiao-Horn £15ht in Fort

Bonitacio, Taguig City and oth-

er military:.camps nationwide. | o

LA Col Ray Tiongson, Army-
spokesmman, said the free Jive
telecasts in Fort Bonifacio wil)
be held at the Army officers
clubhouse, at the gvmnasium
and at the Army general hos-
pital. :

“This will give our retired
and active Army officers and
enlisted personnel, civilian |
omplnyces and our wounded
soldivis the chance to watch
the title houi,” Tiongson.

Pacqiuaois an Army reserve
officer with the rank of lieuten-
ant colonel. ~ Jaime Laude,
Evelyn Macairan, Robertzon
Ramirez
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SHARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanao:
The military campaign launched
by task forces of the Western Min-
danac Command {Westmincom)
since January has resulted in the
deaths of 94 hard-core memnbers of
the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group, ap-
prehension of 66 more, surrender
of 98, and recovery of 148 firearms.
Two of the Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers surrendered to the Join:
Task Force Basilan under Colonel
Juvymax Uy last Thursday, ac-
cording to Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay,
Westmincom spokesman,
Petinglay sajd Serham Hasim
Akkalun and Hapid Madjakin,

The Manila Tines

\bu Sayyaf mel
neutralized’

both Basilan-based Abu Sayyafl
members, surrendered 1o the ele-
ments of the 13th Special Forces
Comparny based in Barangay Guj-
nanta, Albarka, Basilan.

“We welcome those who re-
turn to the fold of the law and
accord them the opportunity to
live normal lives, far from what
they have been facing before as
combatants who engaged the
government forces and wha
fight for extremism to thrive in
Mindanao,” said i1, Gen. Carlito
Galvez, Jr., Westmincom chief,

“Rest assured that with al
these operational feats, we wil]

Basilan, on December 13, 2009

and on January 27, 2015.
Madjakin told soldiers he was an

Abu Sayyaf member under the late

“On the tactical level, the com-

" eurrently being intensified to

pressure the Abu Sayyaf bandits
10 yieid to the government forces.
With the surrender of the bandits
and the seizure of their strong-
holds, we are confident that our
offensives on the ground are effec-
tive,” said Colonel Uy.
JULMUNIR 1. JANNARAL

!

Not rest on our faurels and will, :
instead, continue to work hard
and integrate the efforts of our
soldiers and our stakeholders in
sustaining the internal security in
Mindanao and in bringing about
the defeat of the Abu Savyaf,”
added Galvez,

Akkalun and Madjakin turned
overan M1 Garand rifle and a clip
with four rounds of ammunitian,

They went through a debriefing
conducted by Joint Task Force Basi-
lan soldiers, and were turned over
to the police for legal procedures.

The military said Alkalun twice
escaped from the Bureau of Jajl

.- Management-and -Penclogy-in -

stub-leaderbong-Matgty oo

bat operations of our troops are . o
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Resumption of classes
in Marawi still uncertain

THE Department of Education
(Depkd} is still unsure when
classes will resume in Marawi

City due to the ongoing fighting

D nationwide.
- 7,028 displaced students are in.
" different evacuation centers.

between government troops and
the Maute Group.

“There’s no definite date vet
for the opening of classes in
Marawi City.
retary Leonor Briones said that
we will coordinate first with the

Department of Nationai Defense
and the Armed Forces of the -
Philippines to know if the place

is already safe,” Tonisito Umali,
DepEd assistant secretary for

legal and legislative affairs, told -

The Manilz Times on Satuzday.

.Umali earlier said thatthe.open-.. .
ing of classes in public elementary |
~and high'sehools in Marawi City”
may be moved this month because

of damages to property brought
about by fighting in the city.
He said classes in Marawi Cit‘f

(Education) Sec-

The same records also show

"that 15,115 siudents from

Marawi City had transferred to

othrer schools in varicus regions
Of thie number,

“We have already tracked 10,423
out of 22,000 Marawi displaced
learners and most of them are In

- Iligan City and lLanao del Norte

province,” Limali said.

“We've convinced our displaced
Marawi learners to envoll in all of
our schools or in schools nearest
to them, and also we setup tempo-
rary learning spaces in evacualion
centers, but that's the exemption

ralher than the rule bemua we
want them to return Lo our regular:

schools for them o realy feel that

sense of normaley,” he added.
Deptd data, meanwhile, show

that at least 175 of the 1,410 teach-

15 in different schools in Marawi

tions to ensure the safety of return-

= ingstudents-and teachers...

Deptd records s%mw that

more than 20,000 students f

from Marawi City have been

‘displaced by the conflict there _:

that began on May 23.

City temain unaccounted for.

DepEd has said that it continues 1o

"_"track down teachers who have not 0

yet reported 10 the school division,
Umali alsc asked for donatiens
forthe repair and rehabilitation of
dameged schools in Marawi City.
At feast seven schosols with 137
classrooms were damaged by the
continuing firefights in the city,

. iri the ¢ity,” L

_tion kits, some c

“There are 69 public schools in

--fiprawi-Gity-that-we need 1o ook

after or whether they are damaged
in any way, and make sure tha
they are sa‘v ONCC Classes Tesume
Limali said.

Among the damaged schools
are Rava Madava Elpmemary
School, Raya Madava 11 Pri-
mary bchoo}, Dansalan Primary
School, Mambuay Eiementary
School, Mamintal Disomang-
cop Central Llementary School,
Banggolo Elementary School
and Marawi Central Elementary
Pilot School.

Depkd s alse asking for as-
sistance from the public and
private sectors for displaced
students in the conilici-lorn
citv particularly those staving
in the evacuztion centers,

- ny -}"uiln Ahatyrnld - he. gf‘-’l‘,l y

will aer'mleh be welcomed,”

Ulmali said.

Umaii said the evacuees’ imme-
ciate needs include learners” kits,
teachers’ lots, hvgiene and sanita-

-aning materials
kits, chairs and 1enls.
“Those whe want 10 donate

~ransend their donaticne dﬁ'ﬁdﬁ}’ o

to the Higan Citvy Nztional High
Schiool or either sends it to the
DepEd central office in Pasig
Ciy and 1o our regional offices
natiemwide,” he said.

NEH A ALCOBER

T OFPOEOF T Y OHERPUSLIGAFFARS St e amyZ2Bamaton o (084555 Lo 20 525 _
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The Armed Forces of the
hilippines (AFP) said the
feared spillover of the Islamic
Brate (ISHnspired incursionin
Marawi City has been prevented
with nearby regions in Eastern
Mindanao shielded from any
gerrorist threat.
i All areas under the Eastern
Mindanao Command (EMC)
remain - safe from any
diversionary retaliatory attack
by local terrorist groups as
martial law in the region
entered its 38th day, the AFP
$a1d yesterday.
i “After 38 days of martial

i the EMC wnder the

. eadershlp of Li. Gen.
i (Leonaudo) Guerrero, who is
aiso the Martial Implemenmr
in EMC, has continuonsly

prevented the spillover and
spread of the Marawl crisis in-
its AOR {area-of-operations),”.
spokesperson of the EMC

martial law implementor, Brig,
Gen. Gilbert Gapay, said in a
statement.

The condlict in Marawi City
began when government
security forces attempied fo
arrest Abu Sayva! Group leader
Isnilon Hapiloy, tagged as the
ISIS “Emir” in Southeast Asia,
last May 23,

An estimated 303 Maute .
group terrorists have so far
been killed, along with 82 ¢
‘soidliers and police officersand
44 civilians, in the clashesthat,
have entered the soventh week.

Gapay said the EMC has

fury to poge 2

27

 OFFICEOF THE ARMY CHIEF f

UBLIC AFFAIRS - Email aid: oscpa.army2012@gmal.com - Tel no. 02}

845-9555 Locaf 5285 5295

Army Core Purpose; Serving the people. Securmg the land.




Army Vision. By 2028, a worid-class Army that is & source of nationai pride

OFFiCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tei ne. (02) B45-8555 | ccal: 5285, 5205 E

23

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.armye012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 645-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

- ‘OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS e’srhas;:_':a&d:'aaépa;armyéafz@gmais,cam —Tel no.{02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

()L July 2017

i

 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Eméil ade: oacpa.amiy2012@gmail.com - Tel no; (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028 a worfd-class Army that is a source of national ,onde

07 ruy 2017

-
J
}
o
T
-
S
-
o
T
L |
1
~>
 —
I
—

AREOFPH’SWEALTH’

By John Paolc Bencito

“'PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte on Saturday vowed to give an
equal share of the country’s wealth to Mindanao, as fong
as they remain committed to his war on drugs, corruption,
criminality and terrorism.

“Rest assured that the government will do everything to
give an equal share of resources to Mindanao, including
Davao del Norte, Use the money to upfift the people and re-
alize your great potential, Duterte said in a speech in Tagum
City.

The President, who campaigned on a promise o trans-
form the country into a federal government, insisted this
was the key to bringing peace in conflict-ridden Mindanac.

Al [ ask in return is that you remain committed to the war
on drugs, corruption, criminality and terrorism. You must be
steadfast and united against these ills that threaten our ex-

istence and.ourway.of life’ headded... ... -
In the same speech, Duterte said ﬁghtmg in Marawi City :
“rsld not stop despite the rising-number of soldiers-killed - a0
in the ongoing conflict.
“ cannot stop the fighting bécause [ will never, never
compromise with the terrorists,” Duterte said, adding that it
would contin ue "until the Iast terrorist s executed"

who is really traveimg w;th a heavy heart it's s me, because
1l ordered the Armed Forces and the poi;ce to go ‘chere and :
“fight and perhaps to die hé said. : L
" “My only consoling issue there is ! have to do it because b
it is my constitutional duty to preserve and defend the Fili-
pino peopie” ;
As of June 29, the death toll in the ongoing Marawi City
siege has risen to 429. Of the total number of fatalities, 303
were members of the Maute group. :
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You gain nothing from their
nationalism,” Duterte said.

“We will not go out there
unti] the last terrorist 1s ex-
ecuted,” he added.

Duterte said he was dis-
heartened over why his feliow
Maranaos allowed the Maute
group to take hold of Marawi
City.

He said the Mautes were
able to stockpile their weapons
in preparation for their bid
to establish an Islamic State
caliphate in Mindanao.

“Sometimes | cry for the sol-
diers who died fighting these
terrorists. I am the command-

Duterte had shown his com-

_passionate side, having to deal

with sorrow over learning
about the rising death toll of
soldiers and civilians. The mas-
sive destruction had also taken
a toll on the war-torn city.

“So every time I read the
casualties, it's very unsettling.
1 do not know what T wiil do,
but I cannot stop the fighting
because I will never, never,
never compromise with terror-
ism,” he said.

Duterte also said he is not
happy with the way the gov-
ernment has suffered casual-
ties during the conflict.

“T am today with a heavy
heart because by the time 1
reach home, there is a briefer
which reveals the narratives,”

Page: __ !

he told the crowd.
“Tt's a sort of a journal like

the potice but it's thick, it's

a narrative of today’s events
that's happening in Marawi
and I get to read the so many
soldiers and police who are
dying,” Duterte added.

Duterte said he just needed
to face the fact that he needed to
implement stronger measures :
for a greater responsibility -
which isto preserve the Filipino -
and defend the Republic. :

“] have this guilt feelings :
but this is my job. My only
consoling issue there is that i
have to do it because it is my
constitutional duty to pre-
serve and defend the Filipino
people,” he said.

“1f there is one person in

this Republic, in this country '.
who is really traveling with a

. "heavv*heaz’t i-t’s-me"because-l'

_ordered the Armed Forcesand. ..o -

the police to go there and fight
and perhaps, to die,” he said.

er-in-chief,” he said.

“] am also angry for my :

compatriot Maranaos... why
did you allow the terrorists to
come in?” he asked.

Duterte stressed the fight- -

ing in Marawi will continue
until the last Maute gunman
is taken out.

In his speech that followed
in Davao del Sur last night, the
72-year-old Chief Executive
also revealed he has been pray-
ing that the war will end soon.

He said he felf “more in

shame” for sending soldiers to

the war that caused the loss of
precious lives.
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Arroyo favors extending martial law

Duterte’s martial law, under
Proclamation 216, is being
questioned before the Su-
preme Court, following the
decision of the Senate and the
House of Representatives not
to convene in joint session to
discuss the declaration.

Opposition lawmakers oppos-
ing military rule also argued before
the tribunai that there was no basis
to place the entire Mindanac un-
der martial law, as the attack was
confined to Marawi City in Lanao
del Sur province.

‘Moreover, they claimed there

'was no invasion or rebellion
..endangering public.safety that

could justify Proclamation
216, which alsc suspended the
privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus and effectively allowed

The Supreme Court en banc will

vote on july 4 on petitions seeking

law declaration.

The vote wiil be ahead of the
30-day period within which
the high court must decide on
petitions against the martial
law declaration, which falls
on July 5; as well as t he end
of the maximum 60-day dura-
tion of martial law under the
1987 Constitution, which falls
on July 22.

Walran t] T ]

‘Four-square
behind Duterte’

In her speech, Arrovo expressed
support for the Presicent’s declara-
tion of martia! law in Mindanao.
“The war in Marawi carries with
it the issue of the declaration of
martial law in Mindanao. And
I'd like to use this opportunity 1o
stand four-square behind Presi-
dent Duterte's declaration of mar-
tiai law in Mindanao,” Arroyo said.
“T've been president...and being
a president...you have information

that others do not have. They help

you make a decision but you can-

-notshare all the information with -

others. So therefore it is important
that we just trusi the President
because he knows what we don't
know and he knows what he's

datiig - Se Terasall sappen the ™

martial law of President Duterte

in Mindanao,” sheadded. . . .
In late 2009, then President

Arroyo declared martial law
in Maguindanao province fol-
lowing & massacre there that
left 58 civilians, including 32
journalists, dead.

The victims were slain on
their way to the Commissiorn on
Elections office in Shariff Aguak
for the filing of the certificate of
candidacy of then-Buluan vice
mavor Esmael Mangudadatu,

L3

who was running against the
powerful Ampatuan clan in the
2010 gubernatorial election.

Arroyo lifted martial law after
eight days and upon the Cabi-
net's recommendation.

In the same speech on Satur-
day, Arroyo said Duterte “has
shown awesome leadesship

and resolve” in the programs .

that he aimed to do.
“In the first vear that he just

completed yesterday, he instituted
bold reforms against illegal drugs

and corruption. And speaking as

an economist, 1'd tike 10 add that

his Build, Build, Build' initiative s -
commendable and is a stepin the -

right direction towards sustaining
our robust economic growth. You

know our economic growth today

is one of the best in the world. So

~Build; Build, Build" will sustaii

that,” she said.

_."But beyond his accomplish- ... .
menis of the technical work as Presi-
dent, one thing that the President
has done is to inspire and unite the °
Filipino people towards his goal of -
effecting real change in the country -

—pagbabago [change]. So let’s all
wish him the best as he begins his
second vear and the best of health

for the rest of his term as he fulflls

his mandate for the nation and for
the people,” Arrovo said. -

REINA TOLENTINO
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Weapons from China might be used in Maraw1
ops: AFP

July 1, 2017, 9:16 am

MANILA, July 1 - There is a chance the weapons and ammunition donated by China would be used in the

ongoing efforts to clear Marawi City of the remaining Maute Group terrorists, Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) spokesperson, Brig. Gen. Restituto Paditia, has said.

"Our troops will have no difficulty in using these weapons as their operation is really very simple," Padilla said
in Filipino, adding that the assault and sniper rifies donated by the Chinese government are similar to the

ones being used by the military.

He said the weapons and ammunition are being inventoried before they are distributed to the field.

"We need to.record them. These are thousands but they come by fot numbers and there are records, so it's

B not gomg ‘(o be Iong before we are abie to ship them out (to Marawi Clty) " Paditla said.

The arms and ammunition arrived at the Harrison Landnng Zone in Clark Freeport on board an liyushm IL 76
military plane Wednesday.

__They consist of 3,000 rifles with 5 million ammunition, and 90 long-range sniper rifles with 800,000 rounds.

~ The weapons were formally turned over by Chmese Ambassador tc the thiappmes Zhao Jlanhua to
“President Rodrigo Duterte on June 28.~ : i

Duterte earlier said the firearms donation was one of the defense cooperation matters he discussed with
Chinese President Xi Jin Ping during his visit to China last October. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)
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E. Mindanao still safe from terror attacks: AFP

July 1,2017,8:24 am

MANILA, July 1 — The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has assured that all areas under the Eastern
Mindanao Command (EMC) remain safe from any diversionary retaliatory atiack by local terrorist groups as
martial faw in the region entered its 38th day.

"After 38 days of martial law, the EMC under the leadership of Lt. Gen. (Leonardo) Guerrero, who is also the
Martial tmplementor in EMC, has continuously prevented the spillover and spread of the Marawi crisis in its
AOR {area-of-operations),” spokesperson of the EMC martial law implementor, Brig. Gen. Gilbert Gapay,

said in a statement Friday.

The conflict in Marawi City began when government security forces attempted fo arrest Abu Sayvaf Group
leader Isnilon Hapilon, tagged as the SIS "Emir" in Southeast Asia, Jast May 23.

An estimated 303 Maute Group terrorists have so far been killed, along with 82 soldiers and police officers
and 44 civilians, in the clashes that have entered the seventh week.

Gapay said the EMC has shielded Eastern Mindanac by preventing terrorists from leaking intc the area.

"So far, EMC remains generally peaceful, safe and secure. This is largely attributed to the tighter security
measures being implemented by the Command. As of today (Friday), 17,494 checkpoint operations have

“been conducted. whrein the EMC Has appretiended 31 violators; and-confiscated 15-firearms-and 11-fllegal-——--rr

drugs,” he said.. ...

Curfews have been imposed in 129 cities and municipalities in coordination with local government units.

Some 1,742 security/vicinity patrols have also been made to secure vital instaliations, critical infrastructure

“This is complemented by 54 maritime patrols as part of maritime law enforcement operations and intelligence .. ... .

‘coverage of threat groups.

" ikewise, the Martial Law Special Action Group has been activated to effect arrest included in the arrest
order issued by the Martial Law Administrator. As of today, 16 terrorist supporters have already been arrested
in Davao City, Cagayan de Oro City. and General Santos City, and more than 5,900 community information
collection networks have been established,” he said. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)
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Fil-Am lawyer to Pinoys: Rally behind govt
‘war on terror in Maraw1

By Ben Cal July 1, 2017, 10:37 am
MANILA, July 1 - A visiting US-based Filipino-American lawyer has called on all freedom-loving Filipinos

torally behind the government's war on terror, warning that if left unchecked, the tentacles of terrorism will
engulf the entire Asia-Pacific region.

During the weekily Balitaan sa Rembrandt Forum in Quezon City on Friday, Atty. Amedo Valera, executive
director of the Migrant Heritage Commission MHC) based in Washington, PC, said all Filipinos - both
Christians and Muslims — must give their unconditional support to President Rodrigo Duterte's all-out war
against the Maute terror group that has been laying siege 10 Marawi City for more than a month now.

The forum was hosted by journalist Eric San Juan. Valera warned that “the threat, if left unchecked, is certain
to engulf the Asia-Pacific region, and worsen the threats of terrorism in the rest of the world.”

He defended President Duterte’s action to declare martial law in Mindanao for 60 days iast May 23 when
some 500 Maute militants attacked Marawi City while Duterte was in Moscow for an official visit.

—The President had to-cut short his-visit- and-return-to. Manila immediately.to.attend to the national. seCurity. ..o
...problem.

Valera said Duterte's declaration of martial law in the entire Mindanao region following the siege in Marawi
City is in accordance with the 1987 Constitution.

- The-fighting in-Marawi;-now-on its 39th.day,-has so far killed 303 Maute terrorists, along with 82 soldiers and
police officers and 44 civilians.

“Earlier. Valera asked Filipinos “to pray for our military troops i Mindanao and their families; as well as the 7]

civilian families, and those engaged in providing humanitarian services”.
“Likewise, join me in a prayer for President Rodrigo Duterte and all government officials,” he said.

Valera stressed the importance of prayer “for Divine protection to the Filipinc troops fighting against rebellion
and terrorism in Marawi City, and to bless their mission that it may lead at last to enduring peace, and

prosperity to the entire region”.

He also asked God to “keep the soldiers safe from harm and bring them safely back to their families”, as well
as for strength and increased faith for the families of the froops, as well as the civilian families, as they go

through their ordeal. {(PNA)
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Palace warns public vs NPA's planned attacks

July 1, 2017, 2:49 pm k

"MANILA, July 1 — Malacafiang on Saturday reiterated its call to the public to be alert and on'the lookout
against the reported planned attacks of the New Peopie’s Army (NPA).

In his Mindanao Hour briefing over Radyo Pilipinas (formerly Radyo ng Bayan), Presidential Spokesperson
Ernesto Abella said the NPA's planned attacks on people-oriented programs and infrastructure projecis are
extortion-related. “We wish to forewarn the public of reported planned attacks of the NPA on people-oriented
programs and infrastructure projects and request the citizenry of Mindanao and everyone else in the country

to be on the alert and on the lookout,” Abella said.

“We also appeal to everyone to share information with authorities on suspicious persons and activities in their
communities. Sabi nga po nila (As they say), if we can work together, we can prevent these extortion-related

activities.”

“Para po sa perspective ng militar, ang mga gawain po na mga planned attacks na ito ng mga NPA are all
extortion-related (For the military, these planned attacks by the NPA are ali extortion-related),” he added.

Abella meanwhile provided updates on the government’s operations in Marawi, saying that civilians killed are _
at 39, lower than what was previously reported. :

“repgeording o Stene of the Crime -SOCO; report’s correction; ‘yung-ni-report po-na (what was. raported), for .
-..the previous 17 cadavers recovered 17 days ago _Es__a__;:tgany 12 lang po paia (only) upon full examination. So

'yung verified are only 12 cadavers,” he said.

Meanwhile, Abella put the civilians rescued at 1,713, terrorists killed at 317, and government casualties at 82,

"”"”‘"I'n""‘the“‘s“a'm‘e‘*radio*“brieﬁng;"the~~Pa[ace~-officiai~dispelled-‘allegations,madeubyﬂSenaton.Risa‘.Hontiveroskthat
President Rodrigo Duterte's first year in office was a year of misogyny.

Abela reterated the Duterte administation’s commitment for woren's righs, which he said, exlends o~
action initiated by the President when he was still mayor of Davao City. “We hope that Senator Hontiveros
should judge the President not by the word that he says, but for what he stands for, saka po ‘yung talagang

tinatayuan niya,” Abella said.

Abella noted that among the projects and programs made by then Mayor Duterte for women are the local
version of the Reproductive Health Bill in Davao City, the passage of the Women's Code by the Davao City
Council in 1997; as well as the creation of the Davao City’s Councii for Women, which enables the monitoring

of reports of violence against women in 182 barangays in the city.

He also said it was under Duterte’s watch as mayor of Davao when the Wornen and Children Protection Unit
was established at the Southern Philippines Medical Center to provide psychological support, as well as the

Davao's version of 811 for emergencies.

“If only the Senator would really look and not just make comments based on prejudgments and knee-jerk
reactions, | would say that... we wouid be in a better piace,” Abella said. (PND/PNA)
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