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1 "Ferdmand Marcos who wis de
aerial bombardment and ferocious _' posed by a famous “People Poy
$treet-to-street combat that has ef  er » revolution in 1 986,

' some 400 peoplé dead and forced - The charter allows the Supleme :
- néarly 400,000 people in the mder Court to review the factual basis
'area to flee their homes. . for: prou]axmm I rnamfd Taw; which
Duterte has faced a backlash L : : Nexf page 5
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Martial...

From Al

is limited to an initial period of
60 days. I a prestdent decides to
extend martial law, Congress can
review and revoke it.

The Supreme Court 1s expected
10 resolve on Tuesday the consoli-
dated petitions seeking to nullify
the President’s declaration of mar-

- tial law.

The consolidated petitions
seeking lo invalidate the Presi-
dent’s martial law declaration on
the grounds that there is no factual
hasis for it.

The first of the three petitions
was filed June 5 by a group of op-

_position lawmakers led by Albay

‘Rep. Edcel Lagman. Two similar
:_.petitions filed by Jocal Mindanao
* and actually part of a piot to estab-

ieaders Jed by lumad leader Eu-
femia Campos Cullamat and a
group of women from Marawi fed
by Norkava Mohamad foliowed
shortly afterwards.

Court must promulgate its deci-

A Court msxder said some jus-

tices have already submitted their

opmions, and that the drafts indi-
cated a divided Court.
During oral .arguments from

“This means that the Supreme’

June 13 10 15, the petitioners asked
the Court to void the martial law
declaration because there was no
sufficient factual basis to justify
martial law, Information cited in
the prociamation, they added, were
“falge, inaccurate and contrived.”
They also alleged that a key ele-
meat in act of rebellion—culpable
purpose of removing allegiance
from the Philippines and preveni-
ing the President and legisiature
from exercising their functions—
was not present in the attack of the
Maute terrorist group in Marawi
City last May 23 that trigpered
martial law proclamation.
Solicitor General Jose Calida,
for his part, defended the martial
law declaration before the Court,

Marte group was not just an act

lish an Islamic State in Mindanao.

He said that elements of rebel-
lion—taking up arms against the
govermment and culpable purpose
“of removing allegiance from the
governmen!-—were present in the

‘crisis that required-the -President .

to use his power of declaring mar-
tial Jaw under the Constitution.
The chief state lawyer cited
Iinks between Maute and other
rebel groups in Mindanac like

Calida argued that the attack of

of terror, but.was 2 ciear rebellion

the Bangsamore Islamic Freedom
Fighters and the Abu Sayyaf,

Defense Secretary Delfin Lo-
renzana, martial law adminis-
trator, and Armed Forces of the
Philippines Chief of Stafl Gen.
Fduardo Afio, martial law imple-
mentor, presented confidential m-
formation to the justices to justify
the need to declare martial law in
closed-door session,

In its mernorandum, the Office
Of The Selicitor General listed 20
terrorist groups in Mindanao with
similar ties with lslamic State—
apari from the Maute Group—that
have already Jaunched attacks in
BRasilan, Suiu, Tawi-Tawi, Zam-
boanga and Tavao and iis main
objectivy is 1o resmove the whole
Mindanao from i aliegiance 10

i

“the Philippine government.

terror cells consisting mostly of
improvised explosive devices, ha-
rassments and kidnappings

“As the survival of the State

the Honporable Supreme Court

Prociamation No. 216, and allow
* the President to perform his con-
sirutional mandate of protecting
the people.” he appealed. Sandy
Araneta, Rey E, Requejo, AFP

“hanigs i the balance, T implsre

10-sustain-the constitutionality-af e

Calida also said there were al-
" ready 43 violent attacks by the
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' cammander sauﬁ vebterday that military
forces have gained considerable ground
and: conhnuemclosemonﬂaeASGsmong-'i

. sax& “there are about

SobeJana smd%n&latestmform tionis

‘that the ASG fighters and some of their -

1eaders were leaving the complex to avoid

the military opérations in the area. ‘'We .

G

Mil;tary iswinning" -

4 GeneralEduarﬂo Afio;Armed Fbrces"_:
’ of t‘ne Phﬂxppmes (AFP) chief of: staff;
at the mlhtary :

BTy ~terr0ms>ts

g Sayyaf and 317 Manite-Isis Group nﬁem—

“Téceived information” and we monitored:
“thattheya are movmg out of the complex,

he said

“against the ASG n the complex to flush
out the ASG in the area and free the kid-

napped victims they are still holding.

: Whﬂe the JTF Sulu commander,
‘saidl the Sinuman complex in Patikul’
rerainied an Abu Sayvaf stronghold, he -

considers the flight of its members and
leaders an indication of losing popular
support from the masses.

‘He said it indicated that the Abu.

Sayyaf fighters were running short of
logistics and finances while some of their
pecple ‘are already weary and want to
surrender o the government.

bers ~have been neutra}lzed from J anu:

hoOE ep :
plracyand}ndnappmgs Thedesp&rahon :

of the Matite-ASG to claim recognition
as an ISIS state prompted thermn to stage

the rebellion and occupy Maram Czty,

Anosaid..
Ano said these acts have deraﬁed

their objective to defeat them based on

i their imeline.

He said while the Maram siege
caused by Maute-ISIS is catastrophic,
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: ’Isian'ncprowncemthe éountrylfxtwoul&f:'f
' “partsmpatory democracy”: ...
mdent however put hzs foot'

3 Davao Clty, ‘he had des:gnated depuiy
mayors to represent the different-com-
. mumnities because it was “goed o be a
participatory democracy” -
- -Butin theface of the secunty ﬂmeat
" in Maravii, the President insisted: “T will
never, never, never talk to the terrorists
* and there wilt neverbe forgiving there.”
. While he is saddened by the death
and destruetion from the fighting in
- Marawi, the President said the war
would continue “untii-(the) last terrorist
is taken out” o
“Hindi talaga akopapayag ( will not
aliow ity because it is a brutal and criel
organization. And to think that what will
bappen to us if we allow them to over-
whelm,” he said. (With a report from

Genalyn I, Kabiling) -
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wanted it to be; compEeted in SIX
T T T e monthsT time: -
'PASIL; Indanan, Sulu - Members' - “ctuallyit’s very. hard for us to_
of the Abii Sayyaf Group (ASG) - set @ timetable when 16 complete
:and thelr Jeaders:have. reportedly” -the operatlons -against the -ASG:
-~ started t6 fiee Sinuman Complex n the province. But the! presnde
- Patikid,: Sulu, the ‘main stronghol wanted it to complete Insix months,

iof the ASGin the province: as Jomt-‘; ‘Butiwedn the: ground are. havmg_'_
s : : iculty:to comply ‘because iof :

'they get to extermmate the group . ‘memibers, have baen’ neutralized -t

.inthearea.. - * from January 1 until Juﬂe 30, g
- Sobejana however dechned to 2017 normalcy is restored atthe seonest

. set any timetable when to complete Government troops also. possible time with minimum foss of
the military operations against the  recovered a totai of 548 firearms  lives, both soidiers and civilians;”
ASG in the provinte eventhough ~ a significant reduction of their Ano said. (With a report from |
President Rddrigo_Duterte initiafly  strength and capabilities. © ~ .. Francis T. Wakefield) I
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| ‘Napaulat na nigsimula nan g

| . Patikul, Sulu, ang panganahing

; kasunod ng pinaigting pang
l ‘opensiba ng Joint Task Force
5 Sulu(JTP-Suly) laban sa mga

rilito

TE-S

I PASIL Indanan; Sulu -

s Aisanin ng mga leader at:
“miyembro ng Abu Sayyaf Group. -
{ASG) ang Sinuman Complex sa -

‘terifotyo ng grupo sz lalawigan,

S .. Sobejana. . R
- Sinabi kahapon ni Brig, Gen. Kumpiyatisanaman si Armed””
' Sobejana, commander ng-
uly,.na.nakatanggap sila... _ ieral)
1 nula” * Afio na nasa taméang landis an
- militar s laban Rito Ko gar
ple “o teroristang grupong Abu Sayyaf"
“Aniya; tinatayang nasa 400 S i

i

Ang Narsortsouans Pasavacanc Tacaos sn Barss
H .

1B.O0 |

cmdlitar e s
= U"WE received inforimation

and we monitored that they ar
moving out of the complex.” an

Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
chiefrof-staff-Gerieral Edii:

at Maute Group, Ny

pa-ahg.mga miyembro ng.Aby. .
“Bayyat sa lugar, kabilang ang
Inga tagasuportang mga bandido
“8a buong Sulu;iat kalahati ng
nasabing bilang ang armadoe at |
.aktibong nakikipagbakbakan sa

gobyerno simula noong Enero
1hanggang Hanyo 30 ngayong

“taon—178 sa-Abu Sayyaf at 317

.82 Maute.

.. Nakasamsam: din ang

-gobyernt ng may kabuuang 548
armas. _ S _
#"We have prevented gr

. minimize piracy and kidnappings.

‘The desperation of the Maute-

i Ayon: Kay Afio, nasa:519 na.
. terorista ha ang na-rieutralize ng

ASG 1o claim recognition,as.an
pted them to stage

_ Lacson
Lo at -Frant_:is_ T. WakKefield

: . -'Nonéy &,

. i -. 55 Local: 5285, 5285
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BY JOMAR CANLAS

gHE Supreme Court {SC) is pe%sgd‘ to ii&méss ;ﬁ%
petifioqs guestioning the validity of the dec ay
.. ration of martial law in Mindanao as ma}fgm
of the magistrates believe that Proclamation 216 1s

c itutional, sources said. -
LOi}Stztu f 0\’6‘}‘&"1.1{:‘}"'1300 ma)mi*\ }i’lh(’]il‘;tlft“ are

8e1 10 wfnrm the eaallr\ of chhrrams.

Unimpeachable.sources.of Jhe i
“pila Times inside the high court g;zd an

216 issued by Pr 'ﬁidﬂm Rodrige Dutere
1 fday 25, 2017 Theproclamation sy

suspended the privilege of the

it of habeas corpus in the EXQLUS H/E P ——— Biai i

Cowiliole of F\,lndanao
Members of the high court will cast
their vores during an en banc session on
fuly 4, Tucsday:
Count insiders who asked not 1o he
ldentified said Assorial lustice Mauanca
el \Jamh( nad Cl]LU:&lL’d a wel craﬁed

drafi decision that ciearsd Duteric from

“charges that e a5 i i discretion when
he signed the proclamation,

his 85-page drafi decision,

Del Castitio said the count “hnds sufficien;

factual basis” for the dectaration of martial
fawin Mindanao.

Several jusiices have manifested their

agreement with Del Cm;i”ﬁ't dlaf'l

AZ

|

I (
y
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hindbars " Duterie s said ih speech
ore local afhmal_s_ on -Sa’;a'r_da_ A

tive nd_the]eglsiauv wheﬂlel o
revol«tcrexrendth T i

: jang Emmanuei Bﬂlones
and 'Teddy Brawner Bagmlat
“have: questioned ‘the martial _
declaratwn cla:mmg that there: 'ir; gmup teirorists in:
. was no _nvasmn Or. Iebe llion en: "Maravn Aetia] bombaldmemand
dangermg public safety to.,]ustn‘)- - ferocious Street-to-street corbat
Protlamation 26 “vhas left some 400 people dead

ButDel. Castillo sazd the unveri. “and foreed nearly 460,000 people

COI}T.’II']UE tO :

ﬁed news artic] essubmltted b\v the-_._ o ﬂec their homes WITH AFp o one Local san 220
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Is thiS gafe now? And whi

_a_taff pati’ fyung PNP would

writics not to put the nation-at rigkis.
“We cat: tallcof anythmgelse andmake
omprormises maybe, but n_ot:when the

Page:

mpaign’ against 1Hegal drigs.

‘Demnomdﬂiatmanymbemahonal_;

S
L e el Howe}sewouldammpartml,'
. discerning mind call this unprecedented

naztai law for 60 days last May2 to quiel]l
awless violence and rebellion,; warned his -

feign of bloodbath in‘a land ‘of mostly
Catholic; God-fearing and eompassmnate
peop}e ” sheépointedout. e

In a staterment last week, the Human
Rxghts Watch said Duterte “unfeashed a

* yworldwide has denounced the state of af:
fairs in o country and called foraceount”
ahility: The United Nations (UN) top hiiman

“qute A Himiber of organizations

rights officiathas made an urgent plea for
a [N-led hiquiry,” she recalled. (With'a
report from Hanpah L. Torregoza) -
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Frompaged e on his.consciousness, he said.

1t reaily disturbs me bocause.

S0t dependent o the whing _
viof the Supreme Court. Should 1.

“belleve them? When sue the - ther
-situation is still chactic and vou ot
e ORI T

< We can talk of anything else " one
('_;ahd'inaké_(}ompmm_isés'méybé.bfizt-:-'_ nd.C
ot when the interest of my country. e
_1s ai stake,” he added. -0 . Rody prags for war’s end
-Government forces are .- The President alsq id that
continuing o battle militants . fervently keeps on kiocking 61
Occupying Marawi City, with deial heaven's doors to end the crisis in
- bombardment and forocious sireet” . Marawi City which has affected”
sbostret coribai that has lef some- .. thousands of civilians, . - ey
400 people dead and forced nearly - am atways praying that this

--'.4{}_{};0{}()'&;)_&35}5}9@ the widerar arwill end as fast as'it can ever
ﬁ.t()"fféé'-ﬂi_éir"hoﬁlé& - seatise Ldo ot T -dyin

akers, who last month asked
C 10 teject the declaration of

ptial law, which they have
. '_s}aimhéd.as':uncp'r'a's'timtignal;%"f :
' The charter allows the Suprem
....... -Court1o réview'the factual s 5

“forproclaimin il law w

esult of the o

Aar

begin praying that this war.
“stop.” he added, - s
Based on the recent L

82
leVer, NeVer, never (alk -
r8view and rex o ‘o the terrorists.‘And there wil]
- Rody nonetheless; said if there- - never be forgiving there Anq thai
is anybody in the world that's badly . war in Marawi will continue unti]
hurt ahout tposing martial lawto the iagt ‘terrorist is taken out,”
address the Marawi siege, it would  Duterte said in'his speech to mark
be himself, ‘the 50th year of the province, ..
- Inaspeschiate Saturday night . “Twill never agree becauseit
-ir Digos City, the President .is a brital and eruel organization,
reiterated that he feels 50 bag each  think of what will happen to us if
night and fior every field updatein  we allow them (IS groups) to
the wartorn Istamic eapital cifyof overwhelm,” the President added,
“Lanao del Sur for the past 40 days. LI want gt {war) done
The mere fact that he declared immediately” Duterte said. Buihe .
martial law on Mindanao has stayed  reiterated previous

" * * H
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Padilla: was refemng 1o the o
'reientless offensive against the':. ]
| ASG, initiated by AFP chicfofstaff
‘Gen. Eduardo Afio shortly after his -
_a,ssumptmn ‘of :command of the"
- 125;000- strong ‘mititary ia%t'

- : 108 helicoplers, ex'ght of its attack npr
'“Extema} defense concerns as- | versions, five landmg craft hemes;;_; “the 1ema1mng five
__well have b_een ‘addressed in'@ _.three multx purpsse awac}c craft ":;_.:eazd ¥et§?uvera‘ni=§” m. j

| . -
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Afio: No more
e deadhfle fOf _________
defeating
terror groups

. BY VICTOR REYES

THE military is no longer setting
. a new deadline to defeat the Abu
| Sayyaf, the Maute, and other ter-
' rotist groups after failing to meet
a self-imposed June 30 deadline.
“We will not be pressured nor
* bound by timelines I will not talk
about deadlines,” said AFP chief
Gen. Bduardo Afic who, at the
start of the vear, announced a six-
. month deadiine for the military o
defeat the Abu Sayyaf, the Maute,
the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters, and other terrorist groups.
Nevertheless, Afio said the

AFP-did-Swell™in [he-campajgn. S
. against these groups in the past six
ey LB T T R
been killed or captuzed, or have
surrendered. Of the 519 killed, 178
were Abu Sayyaf membessand 317
were from the Maute Group which
attacked Marawi Cley in late May.

Afio said the Marawi siege “'de-
railed our objectve 1o defeat them
" hased on our dmeliae o o

Pressed if these-groups can.be ..
defeated during his term as Armed
Forces chief, Afio said itis hard to tell
Afio Is reaching the mandatory retire-
ment age of 56 in October this year.

“Nothing is constant in the batte
field. There are variables and you
have to eliminate these variables to
ensure the result” swd Afio who
was named interior secretary by
Presiderst Duterte last Mav before
the Marawi attack happensd.

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, spokes-
man of the AFPs Western Min-
danao Command, said the Abu
Sayvaf is “alrcady incapable of
instifling terror on the communi-
ties like they use w07

The Abu Sayvaf, whese strength
was pegged at about 300 to 400
men at the end of 2016, s still

holding nearly 30 kidnap victims,
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ed them: togc;tage the rebellion and occupy:
Maiawx {Caty:These acts have’ derailed;
. ‘otir objective to defeat them based onour
hmeime Afio said.. - _
¢ .Afo though emphasized that whlle thF‘ -
Marawi siegeis catastrophic; pamqtakmg-?
cand d uctzve, the AFP W11 prevaﬂ m_;.‘
: the- end. :
7 Hesaid the m}htar\; wou}d notbe pre
sured AOT bound bv timelines or dead-
- lines, adding President Duterte has given:
- orders tofinish off the Maute group and:
clear Marawi of terrorists to pave the way
“for the rehabilitation and’ i
“of the war=torn city. -
+ - We will do thiss _}'ugheet dlgmtyf'
“and code of conduct of the professional

soldier; and respect to human rights for.
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC -our, cou;try, for the people- and. fer}?ur. im ~Tel no. (02)
-soldier heroes who iltimately gave their
Army C hves for tms cause " Afio assgr%d _ m%f ne land.

- R .'*——-Wxth Ben Serrano.

B45-0555 Local: J285 5285 g
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geﬂing smaller:

BY VICTOR REYES

THF arez being held by Maute Group
members in Marawi City is now down to
one to rwo square kilometers, Armed Fore-
es chief Gen, Eduardo Afio said yesterday.

Afio, who went to the conflict area a few
days 2go to oversee the conduct of clearing
operations, described the area as full of
buildings occapied by around 120 to 130
Maute members. He said the area covers
four barangays in the city.

He also disclosed that 10 Maute snipers
were killed on Saturday as government
troops continue efforts to flush out the
terrorist group that attacked the city on

~ May 23. The attack prompted President
i Duterte to declare martial ia\v n ti'le ezwre _

o Mindanao.

“Tn terms of size, more or less it’s be-

Malaya

The Natichns! Newspuper

[aute-infested area

tween one 1o o squate kilometers. But
they ate full of armed men, posmoned in
the buildings... their area is gerting smaller,”

gsaid Afio.

He also said government forces will
ensure to destroy the entire group in one
decisive major batde”

Last week, President Duterte said he
sees the armed conflict ending in “a mat-
ter of days.”

Afio agreed but said “we cannot impose
a timeline or deadline.”

“The fighting there is building to build-
ing, house to house, foor 0 fioor. How
can you rush given the nature of the fight®”
he added.

143

AT aid seldigrseoid norafford -t

Sklp a building in the clearing operations,

“adding a tétrosist ¢ould be biding there and

eventually kil civilians and soidiers.

...have bren killed, Faher, milirary .
“figures said ‘the Aghting has also

resulted in the death of 82 soldiers
and policemen and 44 civilians,

Duterte on Samurday night
threatened 1o jail those crideizing
his marual law declaranion and
those who wauld insist on hifung
it while Marawi remains under
rerror threat.

Dunng the 50th Daveo de) Sur
1Zav held i Digos Ciny, he reiter-

~ared he weld lift i T GHIT

tf the military and police would tel

himitis. qhead\ safe, that he had no. .

‘choice but to Jmpose martial lavw
because the situation was critical,
and that terrorism has ne ideclogy
or any redeeming [actor.

The Supreme Court is set 1o
resolve on Toesday pednons chal-
lenging the legalin of the declara-
ton of maraal law

A highhv-placed souree caid the
three peudons against the declara-
toenis one of the cases that would

B

Page:

“We have to secure the area building
by building and we will do that no matter
how long will it take. We are going to do
this to ensare that when we declare it (city)
as cleared, no one will be killed by sniper
fire or TED (explosion) or arson by the
Maute,” said Afio.

Afio said the military can finish the jobin
pust two days if it is not going to follow the
iaw and just drop bombs indiscriminately.
“But we do not want to do that,” he said.

Military officials have sarlier said the
complexity of the combat environment
is delaying the accomplishinent of their
mission, consideting the presence of civil-
izn hostages, trapped {:mhans and bombs

planted by the Maute:

Ano also %aid the 3]7 Maute memhers . . _

bee MAUTE)“ Page BZ

; i tes during
hcn en banc session.

ncmuon Tavwimakers Jed 1 nw Al bav
Rep. Edcel Lapman, a group of
women from Marawi City, and
mdigenous peoples gmups.-

The SC also has ver 1o resehve two
petuons asking the high court o
compel the Senate and die Honse of
Represenmatives 1o convene jumnth
and delibetate on the marsallaw dee-
laravon. — Weth Jocelyn Monemanor
and Ashzel Hachereo
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By Maric J. Mallari _

"Per serrorist snipers were killed last Saturday
as government security forces continued to
agvance on the positions of the Isiamic State (1S}
inspired terrorists still puiting up pockets of
resistance in Marawi City but the military estimates
up to 130 snipers stili remain 1o be purged.

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} chief
of statf Gen. Bduardn Afio said that while the 15
inspired terrorists are now holed up in an
estimaied one Lo two square kilometer area in
Marawi City, z.,avemment troops are not leaving
any stone unturned in the clearing operations.

As of Saturday, a total of 817 terrovists had
been killed in Marawi City since the siege staried
tast May 28.

. On.the other hand, 44 civilians and 82
government troops also died in the contlict that N
also-displaced more fhan 300,000 individuals..

Afio stressed that the primordial consideration’
in the ongoing clearing operations is the salety of
civilians siill trapped in the area and those being
held as hostages. 0

 "asterdsy (Safurday) we killed 10 enemy i

smpers .every day they are ‘veduced but at the
cost of very rigorous...efforl that we are doing
(o éhisiirg) tie safety of the civilians and indmizing -
destruction of properties,” said Afio,
Afio cited the “extra-ordinary bravery” of the
soldiers now fighting in Marawi City.
“The gallantry of our soldiers, their bravery is
extra ordinary. 1 cannot compare it with any
soldier in the world,” said Afo. T to page 2
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3 ifthe sonthern pari of the Philippil
: Archxpelago pa.rcmﬂar}y along'th
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By government count, the lat-
est deaths bring to 317 the num-
ber of terrorists killed ir: 39 days
of fighting in Marawi City.

Afio said the latest fighting
erupted within the two square
kilometer portion covering four
villages in Marawi City where
the terrorists are still holed up in
concrete structures they oceupied
following the attack in May 23.

At present, Afio said troops
are engaging the enemy in build-
ings, going from house to house,
fioor to floor, making it difficult
1o predict when the terrorists
“will be wiped out.

“We have to secure all the

. buildings and we will do that no
matter or how long in order fo
protect the civilians and prevent
possible harm to the so!diers

- AR said.

... He expressed optimism that
“it's s just matter of days” before
the last terrorist falls.

Aifio estimated the remaining
Maute terrorists inside Marawi
City fighting government forces

Foathetween 120 to 130 mithiats.

i He said the terrorist position

i--is getting. qmal}e; and t;ma] T s
Tevery day.

:  In Cotabato City, the mll!tary

i advised Maeranaos whe have

“Maute” or “Romato” as a fam-

- zanpﬁpﬂlace and property. - ily name to go to the authorities
o We Tae eimunatl%g mgi ' 10 get clearance that certifies
-and .ev‘fryglay _they a..r_E_:. __emg_r ; they are not involved in terroris-
. duced.” .Ano-said. j ._f.\.‘e)f"[.’pﬂg? tic activities.

The call was aired by Army
Col. Jesus Sarsagat, commander
of the 603rd Infantry Brigade,
foliowing the arrest of nine per-
sens. four of whom have Maute
for a family name on Friday
morning. Two were minors.

Sarsagat the Maranaos came
to Cotabato City from Maru-
gong Lanao del Sur 1o have an
elder family member see {ioctor
With PNA
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gurnmen Of LS
roup. loyal to Istamic State-
[(15) 1aunched & lightning
strikeonMay 23 "

e P e strikes and shelling, Marawi,
insurgency and banditry. But a lakeside city of dround
the '.ihtéﬁs{ty of the baftle in 200,000 s now & ghost town,
Marawi and the presence of: - the center of which has been
‘foreign fighters from Indo-. feﬂj;ﬁd to charred rubble.
‘nesia, Malaysia, Yemen and . 04 0. low structures. Build-.
Chechnya fighting alongside- S
16¢al militants had raised con-

cerns that the region may be

becoming a Southeast Asian

hub for IS ‘ag it loses ground |

in Iraq and Syria.

for weeks of military it
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During:-the ay.s battle,

- Tampusreceived reportsthat
three civilians, trapped for ¢
weeks near the fighting, were |
trying to'escape. .

‘Several soldiers fesponded

o help rescue'them ~movirig
tothearea in two lines along
-the sides’ of streets to avmd_ :
' smper fire.:

~Three c1v1113ns two men

“andawoman. using awalking
gtick«~cameout and sat by the
side of the street once they
were in the military zone, = .
" “The bombs were o fre-
quent coming from both:
said Jose Locanas, -

sides,”.
a 53—year—01d man trapped

Army Core Purpose: Servi “19 he

5, 5235

‘The Department of Hedlth
has recorded five more deaths -
among the evacuees, mcludmg

children from COIIﬂ]Ct areas m‘ _

Maraw1 o
‘Health. Secretary Pau-"

lyn Ubial said death among .
. Marawi evacuees has in-

creased to 32 as of June 29.
Ubial said eight of the casu- -

" alties were children who died
.of diarrhea. .

More than 32{} 000 people_:
or about 69,000 families have -
‘beeri displaced since the fight-"
- inig between government fort- ment’s
&8 and the Maute group ‘broke - in Mara;
outlast May 23

The meetmg sought to start _'
d cusslo__s on. the_ govern-

HUDCC shelter agencies to

‘find & way to reallocate up to-

half of their budgets and all.

remaining, unused funds from |
| previous years to provxde for -
‘the needs of women in evacu-

ation centers like hygiene kits

and psychosocial support -
. services. - Reuters, Alexis

Romero, Mayen Jaymalin,

‘Cecille Suerte Fehpe, Gerry 15

Lee—Gont

ie Securing the land.

Evasco has’ m:structed-

£
ey

285
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i
l

the so]dlerq and pohcemenwho have died -
-while defending Maraw Cityﬁ'omthelocai i

;ermnst Maute group. -

‘over the rising déath toll inhé Tslamic
~State-sponsored rebellion in Marawi City
. but insisted the Warwﬂl contmue until the

e Hlling you the truth evexy nmef.
-t read 1t : unsettimg mas‘yado {it's very

great,
“Dutefte said He has'no choicehu

sarty it all oA'his shoulders because 1t i i

sart and parcel of his job as president

" frpocessory Twilresignas Presidert.
Viatands ha ko, 72'Q amold, 72 Twillbe
inished with this job at’77 years old,” he

said during the 50th anniversary celebra~
don of Davag del Nortélast Setirday. -

“Matanda na ako, wheglchair ditona . =

sanda magsalita ('m old, probably in a
wheeichair speaking'on this side of the
stage),” he said, dra\mng laughter from
hecrowd -

pe p
g --mthlscounty\xﬂlozsreallyiravehngw;ﬂla;_ ¥
heavyheart, it's me; /becauseTorderedthe -
i “Armed Forces'and the police to°50° there_' -

and figtit and perhaps, to-die;” he said, -

'wﬂ} tiever, never, never: comprormse w1th
."termnsm ? he #dded.” Tl e

- Life is work

'As he toarked his first Yesr i oﬁ‘ice

Dutexte shared what it’s like'to be in his

~'shoes=-a fiountain of work (papers to -
read, study, and sign), no -cheerful ad--
~ ventures and nocturnal life , scrupulous .

_'pagkahgo nako niyan @ﬁertakmg abath) .
Tdo not ‘have arly noctumal hfe - advei

ko dxyan sa,by theriver {Iusually sighpa-
: pers that thick especially if I'doi't report :

T eanriot stop the fighting becaiise I. i

- abserices from public engagemients, trig-
gering speculations hehay be il Dulerte,

“to'regt and visit military camps thhout

at iy houseby the river)” he said.”
oM That'smy life. Tread documents then

i I have t0° study,” the farmer Davao Clty i
~mayor said." :

* The Presxdent reeenﬂy nada strmg of -

however, dlspeifed speculations about his
poor health, saying he actually took time

pubhmty
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L '"'Worker Rudv Merano sa1d_
- fa_nt Lolonel had bled profusei i atter. watchmg the fight ifia |
from cuts to the head high ~publicsquare mMankmaCﬁy

“above. both eyes; prompnng:; ~oBut T-think Pacquiao
boos from’ ctowds gathered . should retire and just. focus

: '“n gymnasiums in the capital. - on being senator. He ig clea.rly )
i _”Pacqmao lost but a baﬁ:ﬁe: agemg," he sald .
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LoAinttikan pa fin: kahapa}\’i
‘ngmga taga-Marawi City
ang: Pacqma{%Hom flgh
- HoY matapas’ ipag ' § g 3
utos i Lanae del’SL pamaé‘nalaanmgeﬁat rr%%a'
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j'qmao'ang a
'gngmg tunay g sunda[o_..
'loob ng’ boxmg"

n; makita’ mo’ yung magret;ro sa’ imxmg ‘ca-
: nya stmmk o F’acqwao “reéer nivasi Pacql.uao
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: Rodv then‘alr eadv had an app ciation of the problem' ;
. bhat later broke mw the IS campaxgn 10 occnpv Maram Clty
ast May. - g : R

~ He ther: S&.}d the pl oblem wﬂl pers1st since weedmg out the
teironszs is @ usual problem from communlmes which axe'._._

: beneﬁnmg from their existence. : g

“The Maute group, similar to the govermnent employs socla} :
assistance schemes siuch as paying for hosp1tahzatmn -
| expenses of residents in the community it is targeting to

. solidify its mass base. '
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the IQ threai onl:y that the m:lltary underestimated the capablhtyl
o the terror groups led bythe Mautes and Abu. Sayvaf leader '
; '_133111011 Ha,pzlon in eleatmg havoe i m Ma,t awl City. :
H}s eritics; thus, sounded like: a _]oke when they presem;ed
an a.rgumpnt agamst raartial 1aw i in'the Supreme Court saying
 -that it was- state forces which started the oonfhct m M&xaw;
 City in their attempt to arrest Hapﬁon : :
Thus fa.r Filipinos are assured asa result of the foremght.
shcrvm by Rody, a feeling of security which was not a.round durmg
his amateurish predecessor’s term. - S

|
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038 JULY 2017
- www.pna.gov.ph

AFP doing well in fight vs terror — Aho

The military is doing well in its efforts to neutralize the various terror groups in the country.

This was claimed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio in
a message Sunday.

"The AFP is doing well in our fight against terror groups specially the ASG. We have neutralized
519 terrorists (including 178 Abu Sayyaf Group and 317 Maute/ISIS Group members) since

January 1 until June 30, 2017," he added.

in the same period, military forces has recovered a total of 548 firearms — a significant
reduction of strength and capabilities — of the above-mentioned lawiess elements.

"We have prevented or minimize piracy and kidnappings. The desperation of Maute-ASG to

—glaim-recognition-as an-1SIS-state prompted them to stage the rebellion and occupy Marawi City

_ {last May 23)," the AFP chief stressed. |

And while these actions have derailed Afio's self-imposed deadiine to neutralize the ASG and
their allies in six months, the military is now focusing on destroying the group in one decisive

battle.

The AFP chief, during his assumption-of-command last De

"These acts have derailed our objective to defeat them based on our timeline. While the Marawi -

siege caused by Maute-ISIS is catastrophic, painstaking and destructive, the AFP with our
gallant soldiers will ensure to destroy the entire group in one decisive major battle," he added.

"We will not be pressured nor bounded by timelines. | will not talk about deadiines. Our job as
ordered by our Commander-in-Chief is to finish the Maute-1SIS group and ciear Marawi in order
to pave for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Marawi so that normalcy is restored at the
soonest possible time with minimum loss of lives, both soldiers and civilians," the AFP chief

emphasized.

The military wili do this with the highest dignity and code of conduct of the professional soidier;
and respect to human rights for for country, for the people and for soldier heroes who ultimately
gave their lives for this cause, he added. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)
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2 PAF Hueys up for maintenance

" The Philippine Air Force (PAF) is looking suppliers capabie of supplying it with PHP12,340,000

worih of Huey |l and Super Huey combat utility helicopter spare parts.

The items are needed for the maintenance of Huey Il with tail number 662 and Super Huey
helicopter with tail number 122.

Pre-bid conference is scheduled for July 7, 3 p.m. at the PAF Procurement Center Conference
Room, Villamor Air Base, Pasay City.

While submission and opening of bids is on July 21, 9 a.m. at the same venue, according to a
hid bulletin posted at the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System.

The PAF is known to operate around 40 to 80 units of the Vietnam-era "Huey" helicopters in its
fieet, (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA}
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IN PHOTOS: Injured soldiers cheer for
Pacquiao

By Bea Cupin

hilippine Army with

Senator Manny Pacquiao, world boxing champion, is also a reservist at the P
the rank of lieutenant colonel

CHEERING FOR MANNY, Wotndet Philppine Army soldiers watch the champio
Manny Pacquiao and Jeff Horm at the Army Hospital in Taguig on July 2, 2017. All photos by Mary Grace Dela.
Cerna/Rappler

MANILA, Philippines — With every jab, they cheered. With every hit to his body and face, they
hissed and booed.

Eor arcund an hour, it almost didn’t matter what injuries they were nursing, where they had
been deployed, or what sort of future awaited them after their hospital stay.

July 2, over a hundred injured soldiers had one mission in mind: cheer for Senator

On Sunday,
a0, world boxing champion and army reservist.

Emmanuel “Manny” Pacqu
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At the Army General Hospital inside Fort Bonifacio in Taguig, soldiers clad in blue tops, pants,
and slippers, went wild in rounds where Pacquiao dominated, and fell silent whenever his

opponent, Ausiralian boxer Jeff Hom, showed his might.

in the middle of Filipino fighter Jerwin Ancajas’s bout just before the Pacquiao-Horn card, a
-nurse-clad in white entered; medicine and 1V fluid in tow. Her patient, another injured soldier,

_was seated at the front row.
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“| was looking for you in the ward sir. They told me you went here,” said the shy nurse, as she
found herself surrounded by the harsh flash of television and stili cameras.

But whatever energy was in the room during the Pacquiao-Horn card immediately disappeared
the moment the Australian was announced the new WBO Welterweight Champion.

The commentator had barely finished saying Horn's name when the men and blue rose from
their chairs and purposefully walked back to their wards.

T

A handful stayed behind, listening to the Army reservist with a rank of lieutenant colonel admit
—defeat.whiie saying.he. did.his.hest. ... . et et e

" “Manny pa rin (We stilt support Manny)' a soldier said;-his.arm around his buddy who was also ...
‘a patient in the hospital. Oy e
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The Pacquiao match — an event that can literally stop hoth traffic and crime in Metrc Manila —
comes as soldiers continue o battle local terror groups in Marawi City.

Some of those who watched the boxing match in Fort Bonifacio were among those injured
because of the Marawi clashes. Others were injured long before — during earlier operations

_against the same terror groups the government is fighting in Marawi City. ~ Rappler.com
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