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MOSUL, IRAQ-iragi Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi declared victory in the
“iberated” city of Mosul on Sunday,
his office said, after a grueling nearty
nine-month battle against the Islamic
State{1S) group.

Abadi arrived “in the liberated city
of Mosul” and congratulated “the hero-
ic fighters and the lragi people on the
achievement of the major victory,” his

office said in a statement,

4 photo-on Abadi’s official Twitter
account showed him dressedina black
military uniform and cap as he arrived
in Mosul to announce the recapture of
the city.

The fighting did not seem 10 be
completely over yet, with gunfire stiil
audible in Mosul and airstrikes hitting
the city around the time the premier’s

Iragi prime minister congratulates ‘heroic fighters’ as defeated Islamic State jikadis fiee across Tigris River

office released the statement,

Tragi forces launched the Mosul op-
eration in October last year, first fight-
ing their way to the city, retaking its
east and then assaulting its western
side, where some of the heaviest fight-
ing occurrec.

The hattle has taken a heavy toll on
civilians, pushing more than 900,000
people to flee their homes, onty a frac-

tion of whom have returned, according  since regained much of the ferritory

. .___.t_o_t_b_e United Nations., . .. N
And security forces have also suf-

fered heavy losses, with thousands
killed and wounded, though officiai ca-
sualty figures have not been released
by Iragi authorities,

IS overran large areas north and
west of Baghdad in 2014, but lragi

T forces backed by US-led airstrikes have:

theylost. .
Eariier 'Df} Sunday, : IS mlhtants JEREEREER

thr_ew themselves inte the Tigris River,
trying to fiee the battlefield in Mosul as
they faced imminent defeat by Iragi

forces fighting to dislodge themn from

their last pocketinthe city.

A US-trained elite Iragi v
- force in the ‘Cld CIYyOf MOSH] ﬁg% U
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reached the ngns nversuie,
state TV said indicating that the
insurgents’ last rédoubt was on
the verge of falling..
. After elght months of com-
bat ‘that had ruined parts of the’
city, kifled ‘thousands of Lvil- .
ians and displaced neaﬂy 1mil-
lion peopie, Iraqi’. offi 'ais said
victory was lose.

tory on the western bank of the
Tigris bisectmg Mosul, where
they bad staged a last stand in
the NATTOW al!eys of ?:he Old

the Old Citylon Sunday_and the .
decaying cozpses of IS fighters
layin the streets. i
Scattered ‘bursts of gunﬁre
could be Jheard and several
austrlkes were carried out. _
Brig:"Gen.” Yahya Rasooi
spokesperson for the Iraqz mili-
tary, teld state TV earlier on
Sunday that 30 militants had
‘been kiiled attempting” ‘to get
away by sw1mmmg 3Cross the

- EmpllaDC Celhe R
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Jacafiang asks for it

Credmartial daw s vimdonao T
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By PAOLO ROMEROC
and ALEXIS ROMERO

Members of the twao
chambers of Congress are
expected to support an
extension of martial law
in Mindanao in case Ma-

f Catlons Dperatw
A (PCOO} Secre

tary Martin An-
ed

Senators and congressmen
“naid they-wouldrask-dor sein e
rity briefings on the situation

i Marawi, but would likely
support the {huterte adminis-
tration in its decision.

Malacamang alse.does not 37

se¢ any hmdmmu& should
President Duterte decide [o ex-

“beyond the si)-day period after

the Supreme Court (5C7) ruled
there was factual basis tor the
proclamation. ’
Senaturs expect that o re-
quest from the President 1o
extend the imposilion of mar-
fial law in Mindanao will cas-
ify hurdic Congress, which is
dominaled by his alfies.
Bawd an the constituhional
tmit of 6t days, martial law
Turn to Page 14

“thatthemara

: ::h} 61 day‘e and 1hform

gress within 48 hours the

station 4zBB.
‘Al cosequal branches of

a0 was justified. I {:}_nnkif'ﬂmre

is aneed to éxtend 1t there, w111-

be 110 probicms, he. added::

:On Saturday, Duterte ‘hmted :

fhathe might seek anextension-

. of martial law a8 government

forees contintie to batﬂe Maute
ilitants in. Ma: AW :

“Dhiterte declared mar’clal an '

in Mindanac on May:23 after
the Jslamic State-aligned] Maute

rerrorists latinched attacks in-

Marawi City, burning . several
structures and holding’ ‘hostage
more than a dozen'people.

law becauqe peopie wan

intheland,” he'saids

R showed that the Presi-
‘ dent does not hesitate to act:
i1t j9 for the benefit of dut’
countrvmen g Andanar added '

ME. exﬁensmﬁ
o backed

Duﬁi‘ﬁf‘ s allies in (“ongress

. have approved resalutions
“expressing support for marfial
law and rejecting cails ‘trom
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“the oppo%ztmn to hold a: ]omt:_
to review the basis ol

PR R Pl For P .
Losiny By ZOZE & wwinls Y LA Al

extension. .

V(of Congtess) must be _ ! e
: .complete, accurate and e "%uarev 5a1d Jt is Congressfﬂ
_mnelyfmfmnaﬂon e _that has the power to extend’
: ‘Ejereito and Sen R Lo
Rxchard ordorisaid last week
re inclined to support:
nsion, especially after
g .::_:ourt upheld' he

scnpé of the extension was
limited, for example, to Lanao
del Sur . where Maram Czty 18

_ meentel and Gordon earher
sald it wotild be better if Duterte’ .

__informs Congress of his inten- -

thI‘l foextend martiallaw.
-.Gorden said based on the = e Surnngs Datong e LEODIE Szounng e 1Bnc

Const1tut10n, martial law in Ly

Mirdanao “dies a natural

afye rrLr ZOLE

Siral 300 LETLEEM ey Zmemalloom ~ “eing 102 DASUEEED pran SLul LAu
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“Marawi ‘City. Only Associate
- Justice Marvic Leonen voted,

- against the declaration’

‘Duterte earlier said he may

- riot lift martial rule in Mind-
anao before }us second. SONA-; ' g
" ernment’1s praying ‘that the
§ Marawi crisis would end soot,

ori July24.
“2No.It's the

:and the police who' will de~
“cide. I consulted them andsaid .
S it was mtical 7t e'Prem{ientF'_

favor-of the Proclamatwn 216§

while thrée voted to limit it to” :
“rely.on the word of the Armed

i ’Forc:es_ ‘and the police because:
“they are the ones keeping. this

: P
cally even. So, 1 have just to

Reputblic “healthy” and alive,”
the President added

noting that the rehabilitation
can'only start: oncethe secunty

' threats are addressed -

Ctold 1eporters m Davao C}ty' “7 Z'With Paolo Romero, De~
: onFriday : _ Ion Porcalla S
SEFIST OF THE ARMY SHIZF iE T AFTAIRE - Zmalta0c LBUUE grmy 207 HEom el Lo - Teine (02 ReL.URED Lpteln SZBD LR
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ftakpn by the Abu SawaiE Group JTF
e (ASG) alongv with'twe pthérboat
*crew last December 20,2016 on'_ j'-_-_s utlon, we. must ;om the ﬁght
- the high ‘§eas of the Celebes, . and help save our communities”

_S’\Abducted with Rocabo- an_d _ S
- Leones were ‘Noel Bescande, £ ;}"I‘wen‘{v kidnap victims Temain
“boat capta‘ ;{_and Roy Bcn: i1 the hands of the Abu Sayyaf
Ramos also acrew. S Group, a terrorist band afﬁhaaed
+ 0 On April 13 after mor.e"f-wzththe Is]amchtatenri?

' .{:than three mamhs incaptiv-" Ot the 2 TS
" ity, "Besconde was beheaded by _gandfour are £1l1pmos acccwdmg
" the group of Abu bayvaf Group - .“to Sobe ana. o

. sub leader Almuye; ‘Yadah at Si- JULMUM.RI JANNARAL
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2 .St lu-prowncé, 01
Sl Fnday, the_ mﬂztary sald
o Capt g

» two-others had
'beeq taken . ‘captive: by -Abu
.Sayyafhandits on_Dec 20 offf "
_ .-Ceiebes Sem a
.. The captai of. the boat__f.;
Cwas' beheaded on April 13, or
“after more than three months o
in‘captivity,
_Anothet crew" member f
' .Roy Ramios, escaped from hig"
_captors on Tune 8 —-JULI£$ AL -
PALA INQ i

et no. (07) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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Ang Nmmur GUNANL PAHA‘(AL:ANB Tacsmmn 33 Bm.s,\ 1"8.00 !
3

3 Abu, 1 sundalo pata;

-’]*atlon;c','r m:yembre ng Abu’ Int&nttyBattahonnoPhﬂl%zm

ihag nang mangyan ang bakba.kan

 Sayvaf Group{ASG)atisang sundalo . :sa pamumuno. ni Maj bi‘.UP ..,’ Qut operatingtroopswerealsoable

~ang namatay s, sagupaan sa Sulu- Genzola; ang hindi: mabﬁang na. 10 see thebandibs dra%gm g two bodies

-mtong Sabado,” " - ariniadong bandide. ot their comipanions who appeared o be
: Kinumpivma Tin ni Bng General - Ang nasabing grupo ng 'mga . already lifeless. Aswe speak, skirmishes

+.are still ongoing as our froops are going

:(Jr]hto‘%obe]am,cmmnandernglomt bandidn av pImamunuan ng.i
after the fracks of ithe w 1thdramng

.- Tagk Force Sulu, na 15 sundalo ang . Alnuer] Yaddah, sub-leader ng o,

' 1 bk bakmnamn an avonkay Sobejana, © T . bandifs” ani Sobejani.

itio” - Turnagal n%mhalos 1sang orasang - Ang mga sugatang sunidalo ay
-_-fsagupaan na 1kinasawi: ng tatlong ~dinalasaCampTeofilo Busbos Hospital

. bandido at isang sundalo..; [+ habangal glabing nasawing sundaloay
ooiAyonkay Sobe]ana,naggapamlq ritary moTiary ngheaéquar[em
- ang pagtugis ng militar sa Abu Sayvaf, Task Force Sulu~ = g

entro nv tropa ng PAC v pmanmzwaiang gy bitblt na’ mga_
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'.'Aqu o was wounded in the
gay ;Kulong-olao whet

ciecretary Deiﬁn Lorenzana _
e is not related

must be phelci at_aﬁ times:
applied to. everyone egardless of who
or:she may be. G g
.. Philippine Army. tmops from Jts Zéth'*
: Infantry Battahon arrested Aqmm foi‘ '

1
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OVer _the laptops. :
-The laptops: were among |
“items’ taken by “at ‘least 60 plamts filed ‘againist suspect_ed

_j_-reb_els who Taided ‘the Maasin. . rebels who tookpart inthe raid
P lice station onjune _accordmg to.a statement.o .
Pohcemen on éuty were i~ Wr:-:stem Visayas Poitce Off' .

rash. of_Char]es Paconsl g -'ofthe 1:umc:ﬂ.rerw it

| ' -8 cal 5285,
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Saker: Du30 ust be given time to quell Mindanao rebellion

By Rio N. Araja =
and Macon . Araneta

OUSE Speaker
Pantaleon

i 8 Alvarez

wants martia] [aw

in Mindanao to stay
until 2022 or until
President Rodrigo
Duterte steps down.

~He-gaid-the-extension of mar-
- tial law could give the President
“ore” liime 1o quell the over 407
vears of rebellion and armed
conflict in Mindanao.
“Being from Mindanao, T sup-

port the martial law even up to %
2022-just to-be able to sofve the
probiem,” he added.

-He__clarified, however, .that ...
fhis was his personal position
and not the stand of the House of
Representatives,

“You shouid realize that rebel-
Tion in the area has beeen there for
more than 40 years. Up to now, it
| continues to beset the country. We
should put an end {o it even just in

were reported dunng the penod : :
-Both Ejercito and Senator ﬁwn “pusation of bemg NPA rebels.

indanao,” id.
; Mﬁea::% tijrsoifim is not the Edgardo Angara said they wanted: - Martial “law ‘must: be -stopped -
" only problem in Mind anew military bneﬁng before CX*"_ now. Extendmg its duration and -
+on b protiem fnaanag ten . .' .a v i Scﬂpe WIH Oﬂly mak& th]ngs.

because rebel groups have ex-
¢ isted in Mindanao for so many
! years,
P “You know that the problem ho
| isnot alt about the ISIS [islamic
State]. There is the New Peo-
ple’s Army. They want to oust
the government. That is rebel-
- Lo, teo,” he said.
i On May 23, the Office of the

" President released Proclamation
| No. 216. declaring a state of. srepins _ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

ol martial law and suspending the.
privilege of the writ of habeas>ore Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
corpus in Mindanao,  Next page
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Ha' Nofinnal Newsnap:

BY JP LOPEZ

sSENATORS yesterday said Presi-
ient Duterte would most likely
ret an extension from Congress
or his martial law declaration

sion would “probably” be limited
to Lanao del Sur, where Marawi
City is located.

Sen. Joseph Victor Bjercito said
itis easier to justify the extension,
if needed, “since there have been

ot the operations to rid Marawi
of the Islamic Statewbacked Maute
terforist group.

Senate President Aqwhno Pi-"
mentel 11 eatlier sa2id the security .
briefing before the martal law—

it from there,”

“It all depends on the most.cuz-
-tent comprehensive consolidated

: bﬂeﬁng, ‘and then we Wlll takc _

. ‘Sen. Gregotio Honasan'sald:

report from the martial Iaw ad~ _—

fep'éﬁcﬁng ‘on“how his security

aw in Mindanao.
Sen. Panfilo Lacson said thc
mamber of Duterte’s allies in both

hambers of Congrcss is also

overwhelming’™
But Senate Ma]orlt} Leader

T

i

" no (rcports of) atrocmes ‘or any

Affcials conduct their bneﬁng on .
e accomphshments ‘of mamai'

‘since the xnpcsmon ‘of martal lrw”

“We want to-be briefed so
that we’ll have a better grasp
and understanding of the situa-
tion on the grouﬁd in Maram

- ‘Ejercito said.~

Farlier, senators asked the Palace

te Sotto IZI said the exten- . secuss

security cluster to update Congress ...,

dedafabon exp:res on _]ulv 22 is ministrators, local g

Sen Franus ‘Escudero said
Congress would approve ~ mattial
law extension If security officials .
could show that “the problem is
still subsisting and mardal law is
- still needed to zddress it
Sen. }uan Edgardo Angara said

- Seil Frs.nds Pa.ngﬁman amember

from Congress) is not so much the

1
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“of the opposition, said “the ease of
securing an extension (of martiat law’

pLR LY altata] rtig thist Lhe]ustlﬁcatlon T
of the extension is constatonally
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The. lamnalcer said he was taken
back when' the mhng upheld the -
declaration of ‘martial law over .
¢ entire island of Mmdanan'aﬁd
niotjust in Lanao’ del Sur. province,
wheté government Toops are foc

. Iestmg Isnilon Hapxion whoisthe

ion 10 declare. mamal faw in the ;
 Maute. leader, There was no state-

vhole of 'Mmdanae, parucularl
mthe Jexistence of] rebellion. Tha
‘the focal poimt here beca e_th
upterne Court, in fts ruling said
hat1tis notmpor{antwheﬂzerthe ; a’nanned»onﬂlctwlththelslamm
vesident’s information’is true o b State Hinked Matte: group.
nough ! Baguﬂ it sa “Had the martial law been lim-
: ; : jtedto Lanao del Sut;we can'live
xplam why it found "n‘ough“__*-_--w:th that. And s0"We were sur-:
rounds to sy that there is Tebel-~ prised that the entire declaration . Senators: j )
ion in ‘Mindanao and, thus, the = was deemed legal If the martial . ’_l‘.O extendsng
ieed to declare martial faw Asfar law declaration in Mindanac is.* 1M ti

lS we ate concerned, the. declara - baseless, then the Supreme Court : SRR R :
jon based on.ebellion [is] based "]c_ould void the martial Jaw deés  Soine senators expressed belief - sai
se information;” Taration in Mindanao and lzmlt'ii'{ on ‘Sunday that Premden‘{ Dutprte
/_\}’T]y LOie ru }_)UCJC' DG VI s (GG WAV TR TR S SRR
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B%y Angie M. Rosales

" Congress appears receptive to President
Puterte seeking an extension of martial law in
‘Mindanao if prior to the lapse of the 60-day
limit on the ﬂxtreme F‘xecuﬂzve measure under

“the Constitution. T _

wae-Senators said they do not.se.. the security.. offxcmis of the_.__
any impediment in granting Mr.  government will present their
Duterte’s request exvending the -case (o the Congress,
implementation of martial law notwithstanding the
even after the 60-day peried overwhelming number of ‘allies

expires two weeks fromnow-or - ~the President has-in-both
on July 28 when Mr. Duterte  Houses,” Sen. Panfilo Lacson said
__-delﬂrelg his Se{,(}nd Srate- U} Lhe- wedvhich -was-g. View. echaed b—\:... L
Natmn Address {Sona), . ”"Ma}omt} Teader Vicente Sotto III.

“lt Wﬂ la}"gelv depfénc’ on how : Ture to page 2
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‘BelHiersTiie diitruck on thErrway fothe trontline In tHE Gutdkints of Marawi City, LEp

b
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ail.oom ~ 76 ng {02; 8452

'qafetv !‘qufeb.]t
. Pleafor extension axttmpated _

This: early, however,: snme

antmgatmg the possible’ exténsion
“of mar‘f}di Iam after the 60-day

: defense officials:can prove that

= and Tartial law is qtﬂl need@d L

senators -admitted that they're -
: _adéress it.

Ejercito.and Sen ¥ :
“Escudero said any sielr request wﬁl

1ikaly hreez,e throught'if #edurﬁv and :

‘Sotio '::x:pressed the

: r?m! law s extended,:.:';._ i
' 2] 'but we: are leavmg_ it the ground

commanders ripace, we
“are'not micromanaging the events.
there, o the DND f)hl&‘f stressed

' ‘the armed conflict ] isstill subsisting - sHOL :
Sur anti not.the. entlre Mmdanao :

while. Egemno ‘the extension

“But since tﬁere have ?}een no;-' 'shmild be “not! 1;00 }ong and that

[l Rt el - I b= N Lol bedy N be R4 =t (- [ ~nloe il L LGImE Y e g =
SIEISE OF TwE ARy OAIET PUELD ATT AN - LT sof senpe.armyval LB omal o - et RG e, Lef-UREE Lozarn DIELIZOD
e e oELmE SEnuing e End
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1 would: rather focus-on flghtmg
1. the posmbﬂtty of an. extended
“martial Taw. o

I was the one who saui Ies g
not pursue ‘a:motion for Fecon-
sideration: Let’s just concentrate
-on the possible extension of -
martial law,” Baguﬁat said, NG

"_Baguﬂat satd iha 'rédm mter—
View on’ Sunday .
Baguxlat’s statement .came -
ag the Armed Forces ‘of ‘the
Phl!lppmes contmued to:assess
if martial faw: needed 10 be ex-
tended amid continting clashes’
with the  Maute group in’
f-_Maraw1 Cxty i

pa.armyZ012@pmali.com - Telno. (02) 665-9555 Local 5285, 5245
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‘he'has no. plans'to. hft martial -
{aw until military officials téll

“him the secunty situation in.
Nhndanaa is o’ ionger cnt:cal

‘tion, upon the initiative of the
resident,.“marﬁai ;:law ‘could

urged the Preside :
iy Congress that he wanted :
‘an extensmn of the mamal_"

.-expxramon -
* Drilon has also: suggested.
that Congress tackle the ex-
“tension :after the Pres1de;1t.'
__-dehvers ‘his Sona,’ saymg a
joint session of the Senate
‘and the House ofRepresenta- il com - Tel no. {02} 8459555 Local 5265, 5295
_twes requires th1s -cumsrm

o.AVENDAFlo INQ D i:élthc land.
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"'rera, spokesperson for the 1st :
~Infantry: Division,  said- some
“tefrurists managed to slip outof:
. Marawi “probably in'the first:
- two-weeks” of the fighting-when
-j_;the military :was mot-yet in full-.
 control of Lake Lanac and other :

parts of city.

There were unvenﬁed re-
: parts that among those who had

" escaped - was. Isnilon Hapilon,

" the leader of the Abu Sayyaf-

fighters holed up in the city.

__-.IS ‘enclave in’ Southeast ‘Asia,
drawmg a mﬂitary response th&t' -_

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2012@omali com - Telno. {02}

Jinal enemy fcarce had been esti
:: .mated at 700 Lt Col }0 Ar Her«

In the ﬁnal stages of the con-
tatroopswere:s

:tasked ‘to secure, the City Hall,
: "'250 meters framthe battle zone. "

;re.',lstance :

-_sxstance usually ‘comes  from
snipers “with 'grenade Eaunch~ i@

ers;" he said.

[ Herrera smd a.rmmd 300 cwﬂ- o
ians and hostages were in the bat- -
tle Zohe. —WITH REPORTS FROM NIKKO'

DIZOMNIN MANILA ANDREUTERS INQ - .-

2: Bd5-8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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By Gerry Balde
-amE Maric ., Mallar

A grim picture of Marawi City,
which has been turned ino &
battleground between symphatizers
ofthe Islamic State (181 and state
forees for more than a monh, is
emerging as the Armed Forees of
thePhilippines {AFP) indicated the
Jmpending end of the conflictin “a
matter of time.”

' offlclaé and a i@ng tlm 7

were killed in the fighting.
The lawyer, who spoke on

condition of anonymity since heis

staying on the arena of battle said
the AFP has claimed klﬂmg 351

- mmembers of the Maute Group-while ™
sustaining 85 fatabities from May 23,

President Dutsrte has ordered
not only carpet-bombing of Marawi
despite the danger of killing more
civilians even as he apologized for

-the destruction of property in the.
estrse of the prolonged conflict.

The lawyer added the military has

B Jawryer,, forme} government

the POP-Laban claimed in a text
message from the city that the
civilian death fol! in Marawi since
May 22 could have breached 2,000.
b‘overnment_ vowed te end
mopping-up operations soon but the
fighting has continued for 47 days,
belying the capacity of the milit_ary
Lo use conventional warfare against
a small goerrilla force in an urban
setiing. B
The death toll of 2,000 civilians

‘helies the elaim of the military by
the weekend that only 30 civilians

- barred civillans from the hattle

zone even as its bomber planes angd

L1085 mm howiizers continue to..

flatten the city conder, which he said

iosil widerthe onpol o theMeste

Group,

Western Mindanac Command
{(Westmincom) said aerial
bombardment was needed to
“neutralize the enemy sniper

“positions in high-riseshuildings and

neutralize thefr dnfemt pos;mms
Turf? fo page:2

L. Col. Jo Ar Herrera of the AFP
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further exposes the US hand behmd e

“It is just a matter of time, ’,k,he
martial law in Mindanao. :

] azdded
. For his fpaz't Loranzana 8aid gmff :
5 the focus how is the. rehiabilitgiion
of Marawi City ~which has heen_._ﬁ

-_hattered by the confhcz whﬂc
entered 1ts 40th da'v teday _

For its part, the youth group
Anakbayan sinee aid the anti-NPA p oy
tack of Proclamation 216 became Forhall hig sz;ronglman e
apparent when the Armed Forces D“f‘?"%“ _s_mcreg:smg relianc ;
of the Philippines (AFP) and Defense 'S Dtrained AFF.is making him]
‘Secretary Delfin Lovenzana insisted _ fyﬁﬁf?ﬁﬁﬁﬁriﬁﬁgm g
that: martaal }aw was- directed 2 agambt He US which wantfi ta
=~ indréas mllitd,rv presentd,
counterweight o China and winse
“mibltinational corporations, ﬁre
salivating. over mineral- ﬁﬂ;h
' 1d'Cms<}stomo

’mm page 1

The. }awyer stressed “the
*xplanatma is plpasmg to the ear

Lccomphshmg 3ts mlssmn‘? 'I‘h
mswer id.a big nig:? - oo

CoMAL the eariy ‘;tage of the war
he' military estimated the rmmher_'_- :
if Maute terrorists within the range
o 400, Now,:if 351 of them have

: members of
mdlgenﬂus peapies {iPs), :a,tong with ;
some M _ro guerrillas.. -~ -

reerl illad, there_are only 2 handful

.wsryer noted, oo

ot entered the ‘Theart of the city?

he population. center of the city;
stimated to be 20 sg km; 14-'

oldiers and policemen ‘who are..ﬁ;
ided by howiizers, rockets, mortars .
nd aerial bambardment " thef__" ;

oW, théy have. - ing

am;rolle& by""he Mame up to now : CBif

e revealed.:

Mokt of the civilian V'ICtHﬂS were

rapped to ‘death in this area by
erial bombings. Not one of them

ras coimtad by the mﬂxtan simply” '

t‘ﬂey have not entered t,he
_e lawyer noted.

ured civilians. 'Fheyhav estimated

he: civilian casualties“to have . 'y
eached 1,882, This is not to’
rention the billions of pesos of
gined and damaged properties,” he

ighters, which may not even be
eenrate?” the lawyer asked.

“As it is, there is no high-rise
uilding standing in the terrorist
nclave, all of which were
estroyed by rockets and artillery
re. The military estimated the
smaining civilians in the war zone
3 be only 808, with the surviving

laute fighters placed.at. 48 Nk,

i it reasonable to continue
ounding the war gone with
cwerful borbs when the expected
tetims are mostly civilians? Do we
A1 recognize human rights?” he

rgued.

wanaged to. Tetrieve cadavsrs and. .

nd women with the 351 dead Maute

'a.st'14 peasant leaders and
activists: arrestec} in Mmdanao ince

“May 28
“Duterte h]mseH’ s8id that-

martial law shall remain until all
enemmies of state are wiped out, This
is short-of saying that martial law
will remain forever and only gives
license on the AFP and the police
to unleash state viclence and
fascism on the people,” sald
Crisostomo; .

Anakbayan said that the vse of
martial law powers to go affer
revolutionaries, like the regime’s
order to “flatten the hills” and al-
out war declaration is in line with
US counterinsurgency doctrine and

Marws dlctatorlal rule ha.s thwn
that this only fostered human rights
abuseb and corruptmn by those in’
power ” he said. .
““Ciisostomo belied ela.uns by
Duteﬂ;e administration” offma,is
- ‘that, “enly those commitiing &
--rebéllion” showld fear martial Taw;
pomtmg out that this was the same

. disappeared thousands others, ﬂf‘

-~ Filipino-youth and-people to: 30“*‘

‘Jame assurances usad by the M

QGH
70 OOOf peﬂplﬂ tortu; d.:
extrajudicially killed, and forg, Iy

. ~Anzkbayan is called on,

pr otesi aet;ons lmed up this mggth

“State “of the’ Natip

Victory brreversible

- -Lorenzana and AFP Chiefof .

Staff Gen. Eduarde Afio, ajjer
hearing an extensive brieﬁn’gaby

military commanders in Marawi Gity, * 3 _- -thorou gh deliberations

were one in saying the governrp[enf :

victory is upcoming and irreversible.

.As of 6 p.m. Saturday, the E
{mﬂ;tanf wsaid that a2 total.of 5367 .

Lermrlsts had been killeg -and ;5[6

firearms; most of them h;ghw"_.

- powered, were recoyered. . 3,

- "We have the momentﬂmmve
dictate the operational tempoygve
have the support of the pe{}p,lg,,at
large. Thus we are cordident Haat
the frinmph of the forces of good
against that of evil is irreversible,”
said Aﬁo i

TR e

g
: '-Zeperatmns there, led b} it Gen.
- Gartlito Ga]wz Jr
i the Westarn Mmdanao Command
: (Weszmncom)

. Address (SONA) on July 24. gy~

cammander of

- After The 26-minute brx‘ §.ng,. a
and
‘assegsment followed unhampered '
Lorenzana ard Afio provided | inputs:
‘on the ends, ways, and means of
theohigoing operations. Adjustments
necessary to enhance the concepts
“of operation and lines of efﬁort to
end the 46-day old cr1se<; were
discnssed.

= e e P LREE
o - Celnc 00 BeL-PG
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.patroﬂed the area, by mnvm

“from one hotuse to anotherun- :': .:-bY & nguP Qf SUldl. :
' i hey.can:...: other side of the fiver, near the ~added.

OFFICE OF THE ARIY CHIEF PUBLIC &FFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army201 2@amaii.com - Tel no. (02) 845.9555 Lozal 5285, 5245

Lrmy Core Purpese. & erving the p éﬂ,) g. Seouring the land.




Army Vision By 2026 & world-class Armm that is & source of nalicnal pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email acd: oacpz.army201 2@gmal.com - Telno. (02) B45-0555 Local: 5285, 5295

]
1

[Dauny 2017

Malaya

The l\almnaa l'\f‘l SOHBEO}

BY VICTOR REVES

THE tailitary i§ fine-tuning op-

erations against. members of -the
Maute Group stili holed up in parts
of Marawi City, 2 military official
said yesterday.

The adjustments were crafted

during a visit of top security of-
ficials in Marawi City last Friday,
who -checked on efforts to end
the conflict which is .on its 49th
day today.
. The confiict has so far resulted
in the death of 367 Maute mem-
bess, 85 soldiers and policemen,
and 39 civilians. )

Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of

o nents Being made on the ground;

clined to give details on the adjust-

saying these are operational details
that may compromise the efforis
to rid the city of Maute remnants.

The visiting officials were led

na, Armed Forces chief Gen. Edu-
ardo Afio, National Secretary Ad-

. the:major service commanders,

Atevalo said the top officials were

given a 25-minute brefing by Brig,
Gen. Rolando Baatista, commander
of the 1st Infantry Division com-

mander, and concurrent head of the.

Joint Task Force Ranao.

“A thorough deliberation and
assessment followed unhampered”
after the briefing, he said. -

Arevalo said Lorenzana, Ao
and Esperon gave inputs but this
does not mean the officials were
“imposing” their thoughts on the
ground commanders,

Arevalo said the current ap-
proach to defeat the Maute may
be “perfect” for ground com-
manders but inputs from “expe-
rienced” and “knowledgezble”
persens like Lorenzana, Esperon,

and Afio should be welcomed.

the AFPpublic-affairs-office; de—

major general who commanded
the elite Special Operations Con-
mand of the Army. Esperon was
Armed Forces chief, Army chief,
and Army Special Operations
Command chief.

“They are merely airing their
(views} how it {operations) will be
improved,” said Arevalo, He said
these inputs were “married” to the
concepts of the ground command-
ers, thus the adjustments,

“It’s going to be implemented
because that is what was dis-
cussed,” said Arevalo of the adjust-
ments, which he said will hasten the
accomplishment of their mission

Page: B 5

fine-tuned, says AFP

Lorenzana is a former Army

rescue civilian hostages, and pave

rehabilitadon of the city

“The overall ob}cctwe is towards
the attainment of the mission. The
objective 1s for us to accomplish

Arevalo reiterated that the mili-
tary is not setting a timeline as to

o viser Hetniogenes Baperon; and T Wher 16 eiditheconflict “Temight T

be detrimental to ourintetestif we
are going to set a deadline.”

Asked if they can finish the job
before President Duterte’s state
of the nation address on July 24,
Arevalo said: “We can't sav that, it’s
difficult, It’s ke setting a deadline
already because SONA is on the 24

“We are going to finish it the
soonest time possible without
sacrificing the safety of our civil-
ians and course our personnel...
Our objective is to finish this the
soonest time possible given the
observations and adjustments. We
are hopeful that we are going to
accomplish it the soonest tme pos-
sible bur we cannot set a deadline.”
said Arevalo.

Arevalo said Lorenzana and Adio

Scc OPERATIONS > Page B3

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza- | our mission better,” said Arevalo, .

-te-neutralize-the-Maute Group, -

“theway for the reconstiuctsmand: = e

5285, 5285
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UPERATIONS

were satisfied at how the opera-
tions are being conducted.

Afio reiterated that the fighting
will be scon ovet. :

“We draw closer to the conclu-
sion of this ctisis each day. We are
constantly and daily gaining battle
space while the terrotists’ grounds
recede by the day as our Hoops
press on relentlessly with their
advance,” sald Afio,

_“We bave the momentum; we

is just a matter of time,” said Afio.

President Duterte attempted
to visit Marawi Iast Friday but the
trip did not push through because
of bad weather, Communicatons
Sectetary Martin Andanar said in
2 radio interview yesterday.

Malacafiang released photos of
Duterte in Iligan City, wearing the
Army’s camouflage uniform and
with a rifie slung on his shouider.

Andanar said Duterte was in
soldier’s nniform to show solidazity
with the forces. :

Jictate the operatonal termpo; we
-.+have the support of

Jarge. Thus we are ¢
the triumph of the forces of good
against that of evilis wreversible, It

rDitertefirsrplanned -to:visit
Marawi on June 30, coinciding

the people at  Marawl
; Tiar with hig Grst year ‘anniversaty asc

tonhident that”

president, but had to scrap the
plan. ~ With Jocelyn Montemayor

LTTLIET L Syl ant secui.ermy 2 Zbomalzon - Teinn 4L
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.. City each-day.:
Ina recentv:sntto the crty togeth i
-with” other, defense’ and ‘military

havethe. support of the people at

‘the triurhph:of the forces of good

A:‘ao sa:d

s Armed Forces of the Phtl:pplnes._ :
(AFPY .. chief . of staff . General
Eduardo Afio expressed belief that .
the military is drawing closer to the '
conclusion -of the CI'ISES in Maraw; :

- Lorenzana,

officials, Afio said govemment forces
are -constantly and dally. -gaining -
batﬂe space while the ISIS-inspired-
: ] '3terronsts' grounds: -

dictate the: operatlonal tempo; we:,

large: Thus we are confident that |

who - also . visited
the waFn-torn c:ty, assured ‘that

‘government is now focusing onthe
" reconstruction and rehabilitation of

Marawi as the defeat of the Maute—

ISIS Group Jooms.

chief_ Colonel _Fdgard -Arevalo, -
said as of 6 p.m. Saturday, the
terronsts have suffered 367 kﬂled'

Defense ~Secretary: Delﬁn:.'

exécuted by the ‘Maute: Group A
total of 1,722 ‘tiviflans who ‘were

held hostage “or ‘trapped in the
main battle were either :rescued

against: that -of- ev;l is: |rreverssble,w._.w0r ‘brought sout..of “harm’s._way.

- (Francis T. Wakeﬁeld)
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‘believed ithat the crisig; against that of evi ly : e .
“in'Marawi City brought irreversibleli ds just] already uilered 367 THerS
by iheiterrer ‘attack of quge fio;said - berslilled -while 39 civilintis:
“the Tslamic Staie of Irag *Infine mtht}us Deparb— - were ‘meriilessly ifled and -
-and Syria 8IS} inspired : ment of National Defense : _executed by the terroristai -
(DND) “Secrstary “Delfin. v As of pregstimeatotdl of -

“Maute Terror Groupj : tof :
e e E 3 3iorenzana assurﬂd that ‘the 1 722 mvﬂzans who were he%d-'-

5 pet
Atk defense ‘atid ‘gocurity:
oﬁimals in the city. smd thef

'fecede by #hie day -ag our. .Whelmmg support of fellow
“triops presk o relentlessly - Filipinos insgeneral andlo:

Kassandra Gatdufa (om

with their dvarnica; Wahave-. al-residents-in partioular;”
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air strikes against the militants despite

Snipers in high-rise buildings are A . _
the massive damage it may cause 1

_inparts of the city.

the main problem facing government
forces bhattling to crush pro-lsJamic
Siate fighters who have occupied
Marawi Citv for more than a month,
a military spokesman said Saturday.
Lt, Col. Jo-ar Herrera said this was
the reason the government was using

Despite more than a month of fight-
ing with hundreds of government
troops, militants flying the black flag
of the Islamic State are still entrenched

the city.

“If we do not use air strikes, we will
incur more casualties of our troops,”
he told reporters in Marawi, which
was overrun by hundreds of militants

on May 23.

attack arveax where the gunmen are
hiding.

“"We have identified key defensive
positions. These are being subjected

o surgical air strikes now. They are

The military has used jet fighters,

-attack planes and helicopter gunships,
armed with bombs and rockets, o

Turn to Page 2

still occupying high-rise buildings.” ~
We need-i0-take-them.down.-so.we. ... ..

©wéneed toneutralize the snipers

- positions,” the regional military

_ high-rise ‘buildings s6 we have fo

Tus was the center of corrimerce of

spokesman added. “They OCCupy. '-:M_arawi City,” he explairied. . 7+ -

e higher. 56 we use air strike

‘However, the buildin gs also

.nee__cie;_i to beicleared of improvised:

adding that some were being used

© ashostages, bearérs of supplies and. -
- even being forced to help inlooting .

“theécty.

" President Duterte last month .

vowed to “crush” the militants, but
several deadlines have already been
missed to'end 4 conflict that has

‘considered theg Musliri capital of :thé'
largely Catholic Philippines; f6-a
ruined ghost town, It also prompted
. Duterte to.declare'martial law ovér
- the entire southern Philippines:

trapped in the area, Herrera said,”

aM

- Herrerasaid 366 enemy fighters,
39 civilians and 87 government

troops had been killed in the fight-
ingsofar.... . o ~AFP
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" millitar sa; pagsasagawa ng.
- serye ng-"hombrun” faban
- :samga natitirang sniperng::

X teronsfang Mantena kumu-

Ib!nunyag dm niHerrera
: . _na fukoy:na rin-nila ang fiang
: tong sniper na: nagpapahlrapi: . -defensive positions nasan
para umaban?e sa; gnna ng:.oyon.ay. sub;ect ng. kahila

8 surgxcal alrstnkes

- Force Marawi Spokesperson
Lt Col. Jo Ar: Hetrers, -kapag
el nilaginamitan ng 2ir strike

i . - : 5285, 5285
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1€ rigms

[+ anyos pa lamangsiya..
5. Sinabi miya fip na
. ‘bago pa-sumiklab ang:

“gulo, matagal na silang:’

aka—graduate ;

para makaugmdua{e sila,
kailangan nilang marmu-

Cgot g sinumang 1utos
‘sa JYeanitaiat kung hindi
susunod, sila umano ang

supply ‘g ‘hald sa. 1ba

yus ‘na‘al :
- Asang; kalapxs"na ‘bayan; ng wa
wentong 1saf Marawi. Isa umano siya . 18E
<ya Tnga’taukan 1. Abdul-
““Jah‘Maiite na’kabilang 2~

‘mga namuno sapag-atake .

“sumiama ako s kamla

qakapagplcmta ngmga. ga

saMara\w -
w8abi, aila,

SAnG
mags.:ima mag-Jihad:kast
lahatnig mga babae 52 atn
“pinatay, lahatng mga ba—"
i bae nating Maslim pina-
Ay agmgs sundalo’ k&ya

¢z

Pahina.

Sanf Taisal;

planta na silangmga ‘bala
su ilang bahay sa: Tangsod.

“iPero i rsabanggit ng:

hmatﬂyo icung ito'y may

“aktuwal na’ ‘pabintulot ng a

‘o'patage nilang: itma’

Ivo; nagmg bahag slyang i
-erupong nangangasiwa
‘sa ammunition o mga

armas at” ‘balang gina~'

©tanim ang_-_rnga halang
2 aig Madite

: ago pa’
‘man’ sumiklab ang gulo
noong Mayo 23, nags’

“50d: ‘Sumama rin-ang
o ;mga presonu pmakavs 2

wan (sume]do) Kapdy
mag-graduate ka, sab
ng frainor namin ma

___daéagéagan ng P5.00C
Lomagiging P20, {)00
“Wikani Faxsa]

p——

yo 232,

Agdagpp
natllyo wala pang 10;:
‘miyembro ng Maute ang.
ridsa Marat nang mags .
simulaiang ‘gulo noong' :

'Pero dumam1 ang
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s i 2000 Tasting’
_ _some five -months ‘and ‘con-’
Hapilon, ramipaged. through * cluding with the capture of 1ts_.‘.
Marawi on May 23 and seized ' maincamp in Maguindanao.

. parts of a cityin a‘hidto'es-. Atthetlmethepeace agree—'_'
“Styling’ itself s a IocaI“ tablish an IS enclaveiir Southuﬁ Tment was ‘signed in 2014, the’

"branch of the IS jihadist group . 'gast Asia. vl : . MILF: had ‘an‘estimated 12, caoo '
in Trag and Syria, tlie ‘Matte .~ - The MILF dxsimssed that. _fullyarmed fighters: INQ

er’ f1ght a {strong} party. effec—[-’_

__tively, except by using various’ .

“guerrilla -~ warfare, mcludmg'
psychological war operauon -
the MILF said. =
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- yith the Internet now being
used as a platfi yrm for attacks by
yarious threat g :oups natiownide,
the Armed 1forces of the
Philippines {4:FP) yesterday
announced that it will build up a
capable "cyber workforce” that
will secure and defend the
military’s information networks
.and systems.

\FP to create

This was announced by AFP
public_affairs office chief Gol.
Edgard Arevalo as the milifary
conciudes its -Cybersecurity
Summit which is aimed at
educating and informing its
members about the latest trends
in eybersecurity.

It tapped partners from the
information and communications

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~Email a8t: vacpaarmy2092@igmall.com - Tel no. [02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5785

technology sector fo impart
knowledge and strategies on how
10 address the latest cybersecurity
threats.

#1t is high time that the AFP
raise awareness for & secure and
resilient AFP cyberspace as we
adapt to the rapid technological
advancements brought by the
digital age,” Arevajo stated.

*‘Sharing FBS?]OHSib“ﬁY Rescuers demonsty
during the 22nd Police Community Relations Month or PCR Month with the theme:
. Unity” celebration at the PNP Transformation Cval in Camp Crame, Quezon ity yesterday

ate their skills in quic

k responee and disaster preparedness {
"Sharing Responsibility-Taking Actior: in
ST

Page: 5

The two-day summit was
spearheaded by the Oftice ofthe
Deputy Chief-of-S8taff for
Communication Electronics and
Information System (CEIS).

Ft took place tast June 88 to
29 at AFP headquarters in Camp
Aguinaldo, Guezon City.

It gathered some of the
military’s information technology
experts as well as representatives
from the CEIS offices of the AFP

Major Services and Unified

Commands, Philippine National
Guard.

Department of Information and
Communications Technelogy,
PINF Anti-Cybercrime Group,
National Privacy Commission, and

sector attended the event.
‘Among the topies discussed in

" the summit were the National =

Cybersecurity Plan 2022, Data
Privacy Act of 2012, Cyber Crime
and Preveniion and Cyber Threat
Awareness and Updates.
During the summit, AFP
deputy chief-of-stalf for CEIS
Major Gen. Jose Tanjuan Jr.,
snnounced that his office has
hoen developing a strategic plan
specificaily to enhance the
military's cyberspace
capabiliti THA
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Military eyes
cyberforce’
to stop terror’s
Internet blitz

THE Armed Forces of the Philippines on Sun-
day announced it will build a “cyber work-
force” that will secure and defend the military’s
information networks and systems.

Armed Forces spokesman Col. Edgard Are-
valo made the statement afier various groups -
started using the internet as a platform for at-
tacks.

He made the swtement after the military |
*“concluded its Cybersecurity Summit aimed at
... .2ducating and informing its members. about the - |.

latest trends in Cybersecurity,

"It is igh time the AFP raised awareness for
a secwre and resilient AFP cyberspace as we
adapt to the rapid technological advancements
brought by the digital age,” Arevalo said I

- The two-day summit was spearheaded by the
Office of the Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Com- e
~munication: Electronics and “Inforsiation Sy o
- tem. It took place on June 28 1o 29 in Camp
Aguinatdo.

The meeting gathered some of the military’s
mformation wechnology experts and rapresenta-
tves Trom the CEIS offices of the AFP Masor
Services and Unified Commands, Philippine
National Police and Philippine Coast Guard.

Resource persons fiom the Department of
Information and Communications Technology,
PNP Anti-Cybercrime Group, National Privacy
Commission and other parmers fiom the pri-
vale sector attended the event,

Among the topics discussed in the summit

Next page
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setical briefing. Armed Forces chief Gen. Eduardo Afio (second from left, front row) fistens as Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., commander of the Western Mindanao Com-
and, congucts a brisfing at the 103rd Infantry Brigade Headguarters, Camp Ranao in Marawi City. ALP PHOTO
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“Martial law pa more’

PEAKER Pantaleon Alva-
S rez said he will be pushing

for the extension of mar-
tizl law in Mindanao declared by
President Durerte Jast May 23
and 1s supposed to end on July
22, rtwo days before he delivers
his second State-of-the Nation
address.

Alvarez, whe has shepherded
a docile House of Representa-
dves to Duterte’s bidding, said
Saturday, “If I can convince my
colleagues, 1 will push for an ex-
tension untdl 2022, because two
months is too short. Five months
Of one year or two years i5 too
short.”

Alvarez did not say what is need-

I\

(L gy e

naf Nm Spaphr

cal. It will be the Armed Forces

Bdthat "catihof be dste withots

the sword of martial IaW hangmg_ _ _
- *Brig” Gen. Restituto” Padilla,

‘over Mindanae

Duterte himself does not seem
so eager to lft martial law in
Mindanao. News reports said
when he was asked last week if

he would lift it before delivers his-

second SONA on July 24, he re-
plied, “No”.

“Tconsulted the [rilitary atid the

pelice] and [they] said it was criti-

“aid the-police Wha Wil say i it’s”

no longer critical,” Duterte said.

AFP spokesperson. szid they
are still assessing the situation
in Marawi which is entering its
seventh week as a batilefield be-

tween - government forces- and-

terrorist groups of Maute and

Abu Sayyaf which get support

from ‘the- dreaded Middie East:
based ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq

and Syna)

FPage: E

pio supported his declaration of
toartal law but said it should be
-confined only to Marawi. Chief
“Justice Lourdes Sereno and As-

~ sociate Justice Benjamin Caguioa

saw the need for martial law in
Lanao del Sur, Magumdanao, and
Suhu
The Filipino pcopie do not
seem to worry about martial law
in Mindanao 25 refiected in the
Social Weather Station Survey
conducted last fune 23 through
26 with 66 percent of the re-
spondents satisfied with the way
Duterte is running the country.
Never mind that in Mindanao,
his net satisfaction rating chpped

12 points from 87 in March to

" These i§ fio pressure for Duterte
_.to end his martial law declaration .
in Mindanac. In fact, he is get-

ting all the support. The Supreme
Court upheld the validity of his
martial law declaration in the

whole of Mmdanao ovcrwhﬁlm—

ingly 11w 4, -~
Actnlly, only Assocmte Jus-

Associate Justice Antonio T, Car-

75 in June. His satisfaction rating

for an overall assessment of “very
good.” .

If he is getting high scores with
mattial law, why should he stop?

He should gnre the Fﬂlplﬂ(:) ?CO”
CUple tiinie of the $ame. e

The Filipino people’s embrace

See MA] TLAL >> Page BS

MARTIAL

frog,

If you put 2 frog into 2 pot of
oiling water, it will Jeap out right
way to escape the danger because

his survival instinets are geared to-
wards detecting sudden changes.
B, if you put a frog in a kettle
that is filled with unheated water,
it will enjoy the coclness and be-

come complacent. It will not im- .

mediately react if you gradually
heat the ketde.

Before he knows it, the water is
boiling and it wounld be to0 late
for him to jump out of the kettle,
He will end up a boiled frog.

There’s a lesson to learn from

the nilagang palaka.
e

Blog; www.ellentordesillas.com
E-mail:ellentordesillas@gmail.
com )

i I T B non 91‘
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Lorenzana who kept on ;}ushmg-the end of-:_-: :
the Marawi war before the Sona, but even
this may not oca, since Duterte says the
time to }ift martiallaw would be dependent
on'the assessment of the military, and the .- )
.pohce which fo this day. the asspssment_' "
remams cmtlcal*’ or'so'he says. o =y - g
Truth is, save for the critics; the issue .~ the erj ]C{-, of mart;al Iaw, which ciiticisms . thr
af martial. lavs bemg ‘extended ol being.  even: ‘ourt’s ruling
hftﬂd 15 anon A55te With the genera,l p‘abhc : j;_.being “100 defezenth},l t th President” . arguments are like ,

aqnn ’chek arguments O
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‘Peace talks’
and empty promises

has once again agreed to sitdown for

“peace talks” with the Communist
Party of the Philippines {CFP). This
marks the fifth time that the president
has been open to talking and yet in
all this time nothing has been done.
It's quite frustrating because they are
continuing with their extortion and at-
tacks and it just seems like we can't do
anything about it. We keep giving them
a “seat at the table” so-to-speak and yet
they haven't made any show of good

Ican'r understand why the president

their end of the bargain,

e Honestly, whens this began Trunder~-

stood where the president was coming
from. After all, [ am all for talking and

- working it out instead of fighting. Un-

" fortunately it just seems like they con-

do what they say. How much longer is

_.the government supposed to wait for

~the CPP to come around and live up to

OFFICE OF THE ARM

their end? They have no qualms asking
for everything but the kitchen sink but
they refuse to give up anything. I think
that alone should already send a mes-
sage toud and clear.

1 can fee] President Duterte’s frustra-
tion. After all, prior to his taking office

‘he had been very vocal about coming to

terms with the communists and being
able Lo negotiate a win-win situation for
everyone. It seems that now that the time
has come he can't make any headway.
It must be like banging his head on the
wall. Curiously enough, we have to ask
how much longer he will agree to this
back and forth that hasn’t amounted to
anything?

1 thought that the last time the talks
fell through the president had had
enough. 1 still remember he had angrily
ordered his men to come home because
they could not reach an agreement with
the rebels. What has changed since then
that has made him want {v revisit talks
again? Does he believe that this time

faith-that they.will.actually.live.up.to.

stantly yankhis chain and.never actually...

around will be any different? Seems to
me that they will continue to ask for
everything they want without being
willing to give anything substantial in
return, After all, lets face it, that's how
they operate ~ fear and attacks and terror
are their weapons to bend the govern-
ment to their will so why would they
ever agree to anything less than their
initial demands? It just seems like an
exercise in futility if you ask me.

And I am not the only one who
thinks so. Depariment of National De-

fense Secretary. Delfin Lorenzana said

on Monday that he also believes the

communist rebels if they refuse to stop
attacking state security forces. And he
makes a good point. After all, what is
the point of talking about peace when

they continue with their rampageinthe ... .

countryside extorting and kidnapping?
At this point a show of good faith (and

more} 1s'necess'ary"ﬁ)'bﬂng.everyoné it

the table again.

In the end, T am all for peace but we
have to set a limit to the price we are
willing to pay forit. We can’t just give in
because we are enamored with the idea
of a "peace” and a “ceasefire.” They have
already gone back on their word more
than once. The president has to enter
into any new set of discussions with eyes
wide open and make some demands of
his own. In this way, maybe they will
take the process more seriously and
actually start some real change.

* * £

In some guod news, on the other
hand, the Department of Agriculture
has recently announced it has launched
a P200M loan program in its bid to pro-
vide affordable credit to farmers and
fisherman in the country. This great
program, the brainchild of the Secrelary
of Agriculture, is a very good effort and
one deserving of our support. The pro-
gram will target the poorest regions and

Turn to page 14

~government-should stop talks withithe oo vang

=al: 5285, 5295
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communities and allow farmers and fisherman the chance to
avail of Joans and financial services without the stringent re-
quirements of most financial insti tutions.

i have always said that 1 believe we need to invest in our
agriculture industry and I'm very hapyy to see that this pro-
gram is a step in the right direction. We need to realize that
despite technology beoming al an incredible rate our farmers
and fisherman shiil feed us. At the current rate they arc going
the agriculture sector is deteriorating and they are losing the
younger generation. ] saw a billboard that appropriately stated
that the average age of farmers in the country now is roughly

~ over 50 vears old. The ad went on to ask “Who will feed usin
the next ten years?”

That's a scary but verv important thought. 50 many tradi-
tional professions like farming and fishing are being left behind
and those in the field are getting older and older. Itis important
to breathe new life into the agriculture industry and m ake sure
that it has a future or the future of everyone will be quite grim

- indeed.

e
b -+ * L3

I'm glad thal the Anti-Distracted Driving Law is now in full-

effect-Despite-theneed for.clarifications 1 have always been in
favor of this law because | feel drivers should not be distracted
“of have their focus splil when behind the wheel. We mus! admit.
i thal it's a big and legitimate problem when mobile usc behind
¥ the whee! has resulted in as many accidents as drunk driving.
The time has come 1o hold peopic responsibie for their actions.
Now, drivers must be very careful behind the wheel or face a

hefty fine (somewhere from 125,000 for the first offense and above)
or having their icense revoked, ILmay seem harsh but it is impor-
__tantto truly get the message across. 15 lime T believe we' H all adjust
Cand it will beeome a niormial road Tule miuch ke wearing seathelts:
- | remember when the seatbelt law was implemented, people also
yeacted badly but il was only a matter of ime before they started
following. Hopefully the same holds true for this.
Now honestly, if only there was something that could be done
ahout the horrendous traffic toof T truly believe people would
be less tempted fo spend so much me on their phones if they
weren'd stuck on the road for hours un end.

P
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Martial law head nixes
scalawags in Mindanao

he martial law administrator is
E against reassigning scalawag cops
to Mindanao for disciplining.
“Pepsonally, for me, don't bring them
here,” Defense Sec Delfin Lorenzana
opined to the press last week. “We need
good people to come here to fight this
war.”

tional Police director general Ronald

patroimen to Marawi City for brutality.
One was caught on video caning $wo
detained drunks while the other did
nothing to stop it. Dela Rosa ordered

video. Government froops are into their
...eighth week of house-to-house fight-
Cing to regain downsown Marawi froni 7
Maute Islamist terrorists.
“But what would they do here?”
Yorenzana reacted to the cops’ fransfer.

“Others don’t want to come here.” Bormn

He was reacting to Philippine Na- 10T O T2
) T Présidént Rodrigo Duterte imiposéd orl
e dalaRosa’s sending two Metro Manila . ... May 23 The defense chiefis in charge .

- against violent extremists. -
the hardship postingupon watchingthe ~~ ~ delanosasa
treat Uis as a trash bin for abusive cops,”’’

- -crisiscommittes overseeing 300,000 war
. -evacuees. “To use the Marawi-siege as -

from—

and raiseq¢ in Mindanao, Lovenzana
as an Army officer participated in
the capture of three Moro separatist
camps in the late 1950s. Recalling his
military stint, he said the assignment
of scalawags from Luzon to Mindanao
only gave the commanders problems.
Lorenzana was designated administra-
tor of martial law in Mindanao that

of planning the military and police driv

Muslim Autenomous ReglonA%em
blyman Zia Alonto Adiong also-opposed -
dela Rosa's action. “It's quite offensive to -

he said as spokesman for the Marawi

" punishment shows insensitivity.”
‘Adiong and Lorenzana worried that
Mindanao as disciplinary posting would

. trivialize the Maraw]j situation;, Eighty-

séven soldiers and three policemen have
been killed in the fierce fighting. Govern-
ment forces have displayed extraordi-
nary deeds, Wounded soldiers keep vol-
unteering to the battlefront, along with
officers taking leaves of absence from

|
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long-planned schooling in Manila. Five
Mustim policemen withstood five weeks
of starvation to protect five C_h_ristzan
civilians trapped in a terrorist-held area.

Stiil dela Rosa sent the two erring
cops to Mindanao. He challenged news-
men to lay bets that the duo would
hecome “the best” after their disciplin-
ary stint. Dela Rosa too was born and
raised in Mindanao, where he rose up
the police ranks.

This is the third time under the
Duterte administration that high officials
howled against Mindanao postings of
rogues in uniform. The first was in July
2016, when dela Rosa, newly designated
as PNP chief, sent there 32 Quezon City
anti-narcotics cops suspected of resell-
ing confiscated meth. The second time
was in February 2017, when 385 Metro
Manila cops, with cases ranging from
extoriion to absenteeism, were sent to
Basilan, where the Abu Sayyaf Islamists

kidnappers for ransom were rampaging.

e SENREE President Aquilino Pimentel HI,

who hails from Mindanao, and Muslm

=-Autonomous Region Gov. MujivHatarnan: -
back then said Mindanao deserved better

policemnen than scalawags from Luzon,
At that tirne dela Rosa did not méan
Mindanao posting to produce the “best.”
. His three reasons then were that there
are no Korean retirees in Basilan for the-
crooked cops to kidnap for ransom, that .
“the Motos would kill offending cops,
‘and ' thatthe :Miridanao posting would
rid the PNP general headquarters of

administrative headaches: Ll
_ If dela Rosa now says Mindana¢ 18~
good for discipline, it would be worth- -
while to report what Kappened to the
first batch of 32 and second batch of 385
transferees. Duterte said then that bad
cops canbecome the wozrst criminals be-
cause they know the ins and outs of the
faw. Dela Rosa estimated that only two
percent of the 160,000-strong PINP are
crooked, but in the wake of the kidnap-
rnurder of Korean businessman Jee lck-
joo, Duterte remarked that 60 percent of
the force'is “rotten to the core.”
Two senators stood by de la Rosa’s
Turn to page 14

we Teyie

' BONDOC rrompages

disciplinary option. Francis Escudero and Gregorio Honasan
said personnel reassignment is dela Rosa’s prerogative. So long
as the offenders criminally and administratively are charged,
there’s nothing wrong, Escudero explained. Honasan advised
the executive officials to focus instead on the terrorist problem,
like how the Maute jihadists were able to stockpile arms and
food for the Marawi siege.

ing of rogue cops will only further deteriorate the trust of Min.

... Two senators.criticised dela Rosa. Bam Aquinesaid thepost-

~danacansin-poelicemen: Sherwin Gatchalian likened the sokten v i

cops to cancer that must be excised and not merely transferred.

+* * *

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays, 8-10 am., DWIZ (882-
AM).

pages{jarins-Bondoc/1376602159218459, or The STAR website

SiE D - Imatt apc LEUBEErTLY

... Gatcho archives on Facebook: liftps:/fwwew faccbook com/ ...

 hHpf e philstar.com/author! favius % 20 Bondoc/GOTCHA :
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serve a5 commande_ y S0t
Wmﬂd head Central’ Command in the V:sayas Romeo ‘Malig was

one of 'my’, key officidls at the Biireat - of -Customs.
Heé ‘would ‘tater become :the first Flhpmo t: : head Amencan
President Linesin Manila: . e

“ At the turn of the century, members of the clase started to
drop out of the servire as they reached the compuisory retire-
ment age of 56 years. Many would join: the prwate sector Whlie
ohe, Brnesto Sacro, would be installed asa blshop ofa Protestant
gommunity inthe country. jose Solquille isan: executive with the

Lucio Tan group of companies, while Tn’so Rosai served asa se-

curity: ‘consultant ‘with Hanjin Sinpyarci m ] bzc after a stmt as .'

director of the PNP Computer Service. .
" Today all'the living members of the ciass, togetber thh the

wxdows are basic¢ally senior citizens of our sc:czety They proud-'_

Iy carry senior citizen identification cards.:

his;her online offer to purchase.”.

VAT exemption, if applicable.”

OFFICE OF THE £RMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.al

: 'vxdes for: a “Biip of nghts for Air Passengers nd Carrier Obhgaw

that in. part reads

closures under:this’ Sectidn twice ptio I_éﬁbmisSi’on‘-'-of

" But. even in the absence’ of this ad mstratlve mder

_the fundarnental law i§ ‘quite clear, Repubhc Act No. 9904,
.}known as the Expanded ‘Senjor Citizen Act of 2010, grants
“senicrcitizensa 20-percent discount for "actnal t_ranqportatmn'

BN

Implementing

fare:for demestlc air transport services.

‘Rules and ‘Regulations of this law" spe 'fu:aLHy reads as
follows::

travel ‘including

“Fare for domestic air and se 1
%" discoun’c and

advanced’ bookmg, shall be sub]ect te the 20

. In this particular case, Cebu Pacaﬁc cilci not comply w:th tha
Bill of Rights for Air Passengers, and violated RA 9904, by not

‘granting the senio¥ citizen discount. Neither, dui Cebu Pacific get

intouch with the passengers to explain its posxtmn
Lengthy legal proceedings will not benefit either the com-
munity of senior citizens or the business.organization: con-

Sy .
wy Core Purpose. Dery ”,z?i‘ ?ﬁc - cerned. Let us get together to ensure that the law is observed ina

manner convenient for our elderly crczzens In the end, we all
henefit from helning each other.
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Iany time, Invalidating'ab
is separate from invalidating martial law:

- Third, Leonen argues the 4
Theissueis Mr. Duterte’s sufflment«—mnot

cent, not 9o ‘Dercent. Justicés thus gauge
the big picture, not single factual errors..
Leonen goes far beyond facts to ‘show
Mr. Duterte interprets intelligénce reportg:-;
and the cultural context of Salafi-jihadis.

He'insists hundreds of armed men are ter— B

-romts and-cannot possxbly be rebels.
“Even =ifrHe i57 right; we” elécted
Mr Duterte, not him. The. Constmmon :

A9

Page:

calling gut

Fifth, Lecnen breaks from ‘centuries ‘of .

perfect-—factual basis. Passing is 50 per-’ _:_martial law doctrine tosearch for new ‘bases.:

‘He applied “void for vagueness"—a free-
"dorm of speech doctrine<—to the martial law -

declardtion’s text, an odd mlx and match,

. Nothing destroys an advocacy ‘more -
- than forcing far-reaching but-weéak argu--
ments over measured but solid ones. Pre- .
viously, Leonen argued the “National Pan-
“theoti” law proHibits the ‘Marcos burial ;
i otherjustices, even chssenters ruled thisis"

All

Sadly, we o mateé with Leoner’s.
tweetsto pursue the real debate.” o

My read order: Del Castillo }ardeleza—
Carplo Sereno—Velasco—Bernabe- Peralta-
de Castm~Bersam1n-Mendoza~Leonen-'.
Caguzoa Tl;am~Marr1res Reyes :

carFrankimT_a _
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AFP to create unit to defend PH military
cyberspace

With the internet now being used as a platform for attacks by various threat groups natiownide, the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Sunday announced that it witl build up a capabie "cyber
workforee" that will secure and defend the military's information networks and systems.

This was announced by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo as the military concludes its
Cybersecurity Summit which is aimed at edusating and informing its members about the latest trends in
cybersecurity.

It tapped partners from the information and communications technology sector to impart knowledge and
strategies on how to address the latest cybersecurity threats.

"It is high time that the AFP raise awareness for a secure and resilient AFP cyberspace as we adapt 1o
the rapid technological advancements brought by the digital age,” Arevalo stated.

" The two-day summit was spearheaded by the Office of t
“Electrsnics and Information System {CEIS):

It took place last June 28 to 29 at AFF headguarters in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

he Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Communication

e AL e Hhdonicd representatives from the
CEIS offices of the AFP Major Services and Unified Commands, Philipping Natiorial Police, and
Philippine Coast Guard.

It gathered some of the military’s information technology experts as well as

Resource persons from the Department of Information and Communications Tec'hnoiogy, PNP Anﬁ;
Cybercrime Group, National Privacy Commission, and other partners from the private sector attended
the event,

Among the topics discussed in the summit were the National Cybersecurity Plan 2022, Data Privacy Act
of 2012, Cyber Crime and Prevention, and Cyber Threat Awareness and Updates.

staff for CEIS Major Gen. Jose Tanjuan, Jr. , announced that his

During the summit, AFP deputy chief-of-
liy to enhance the military's cyberspace capabilities.

office has been developing a strategic plan specifica

“The development of the AFP Cyberspace Strategic Plan is one of the thrusts of the AFP in attaining
information security. It will provide the Armed Forces with a roadmap that will lead us to the realization of

a fully cyberspace-capable organization by 2022," he added.
The AFP Cyberspace Strategic Plan is expected to he finalized within the third quarter of 2017, (Priam
F. Nepomuceno/PNA)

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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(News Feature) Majority of MID assets now
seeing action in Marawi City -

A large portion of the country's armored assels are now seeing action in the ongoing operations
to clear Marawi City of the remaining Maute Group terrorists.

This was bared by Mechanized Infantry Division (MID) public affairs office chief Capt. Emman
Adriano in an interview with the PNA over the weekend.

"(Armored assets deployed ) are four mechanized battalions, one cavalry squadron and one
fight armored troop. All of our newly acquired armored vehicles are now deployed in Marawi

City," he added in Filipino.

These units consists of more than 120 armored vehicles of various types.

The EDA Program grants excess US military equipment, without cost, to gualified allied
countries.

The new armored vehicles, Adriano is referring to the 114 M-113A2 armored personnel carriers
acquired from the US through the Excess Defense Articles Program (EDA)} in 2016.

. for.the shipping costs.which amounted to PHP87.5 million and refitting of .50 caliber machine

“The latter program-gives excess American military equipment, without cost, to.qualified allied ... ...

countries.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines virtually got these additional armored assets for free saved

guns to the APCs.

R B SURT b 8l TAGBIS T racked VeRicie it — =7

allows for troops to be brought forward under armor for dismounted operations.

Also seeing action are the 28 armored vehicles fitted with remote-~conirol weapons systems with
.50 caliber, 25mm and 80mm guns.

The above-mentioned armored units were upgraded by Israeli defense manufacturer Elbit
Systems Ltd for PHP882 million last 2014 and delivered in 20186. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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3 Abu Sayyaf members killed in clash with soldiers in
Sulu

i

fiie phote of Abu Sayyaf fighters on patrol.

MANILA — Three-members-of the Abu Sayyaf local terrorist group. were killed.in.an engounter Saturday.
in Sulu Province, as troops of the Joint Task Force Sulu continue to besiege the ialrs of ASG remnants, ?

the Western Mindanao Commiand said'in‘a report.

Soldiers of the 21st infantry Battalion headed by Major Christopher Genzola engaged in an hour-long
fierce firefight with heavily armed ASG under Almujer Yaddah at Sitio Darayan at the boundary of
Barangay Danag and Barangay Buhanginan, both of Patikul, Sulu at 8:45 a.m. Saturday.

One soldier was killed in the clash.

During clearing operations, troops recovered one unidentified body of the enemy from the encounter

site.

*Qur operating troops were also able 1o see the bandits dragging two bodies of their companions who
appeared to be already lifeless,” said Brigadier General Ciriito Sobejana, Commander of the Joint Task

Force Sulu.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Troops were acting upon information initially taken from the two recovered kidnap victims Friday

afternocn in Daang Puti, Patikul, Sulu.

Rocabo and Leones specifically pinpointed the locations of the targetted Abu Sayyaf group who were
keeping captive other kidnap victims, inciuding some Vietnamese crewrmen. The- ASG last week

beheaded two of their Vietnamese captives.

“As we speak, skirmishes are still ongoing as our troops are going after the tracks of the withdrawing

bandits,” said BGen Sobejana.

“The soldiers are very careful in their movements since it is believed that the Abu Syayaf group is still

carrying with them around 6 to 7 kidnap victims.

“During the course of encounter, one soldier died and 15 others were slightly wounded. All WIA
[wounded in action] were safely evacuated and are already being treated at the Kamp Teofilo Busbos
Hospital in Jolo, Sulu, whiie the body of the dead soldier was brought to the military mortuary in the JTF

Suiu headguarters,” Sobejana said.

"The family of the fallen soldier will immediately be notified and will receive all compensaticns due to the

family of & hero.

iEsiess GF the JTF Sull are in still irvthe-area pursuing the bandits-who-left. several blood stains.ontheir..
tracks. We will continue pressing them on until these terrorists are all neutralized and the KVs rescued,”

said Sobejana.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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