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AFP clears
Turk group
ofterror tag

ARMED Forces Chief Eduardo
Afio said Tuesday they were not
considering the Ferullah Gullen
movement as & terrorist group,
contrary 1o the claims made
by the Turkish Ambassador to
Manila.

He made the statement even
as the Turkish nationals in the
Philippines who had been ac-
cused by their government of be-
ing terrorists on Tuesday insisted
they were not.

Sell, Malacafang sad it will

the terror ag: p!aceci agmnst them
by the TurKish government:
5 In achance mtermew at the PaI~-
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By Marlon Ramos
@ MEaOsING

The US state departrnent on
Tuesday cautioned its citizens

againgl traveling to southern’

Philippines in the wake of COlz~
tinting  skirmishes between
government forces and the ig-

lamic State-linked Mulecerror
group in Marawi City,

Inatravel whvisory pasred an

the website or the s Einbassy in
Manita, Washisgion wold Anert-
cans e shun “all nonessenrisl
travel W e City of Mara wi, Mii-
danao and the Sulu archipeligo
Including the sonthen Sulu Sew”

The warning also cited Pres-

identDurerte’s martial Jaw decs

laration in the entire Mindanao

related incidents that may place
them in danger.

“T'nere have been no reports
of US citizens in Mindanao tar-

“safTerterrorists stormed Marawiz: -
" on May 23 and other security-

geted specifically for their na-
tionality.  However,  general
threats to US citizens and other
foreigners throughout Mindanao
remain a concern,” warned the
US state department.

"Recent terrorist threats. kid-
nappings and bombings have ve-
curred throughour the Philip-

pings. [Thel US Embassy [in] Mani-
iz received gredible mformarion
that terrorists planned to conduct
kidnapping: in Valawan, Cebt and
Bohot provinees in 2017, it said.
The US authorities  also
mentionsd that terror and rebel
groups based I the Sulu
archipelage may curry our kid-

_..bapping for ransom of Ameri-

can rravelers and other foreign
‘nationals,

- NThis area stretches from the

southern tip of Palawan, along
the coast of eastern Sabaty,
Malaysia and the jslands of the
Suba archipelago, up to Zam.
boanga City,” it said. INQ
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.7 Human rlghts group Karap-._
- afan claimed it had documented
© " at least 10 cases of extra}udxcxal_:.-
- killings of farmers and. peasant;':
' activists in- Mzndanao since the

.in substance'ff
) extend martlal-"_-
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ts every n's desire to quell, that
hy. eldome every pronounce-.
_:_ment_'caf Xpression: of -assistance and-

the assistance that the AFP ;
: the US and Australia in’
_ ;hghtmg the Maute in Marawi, the defen-se

_'}departme_

n govemment to also provide -
Sr rvexliance and Reconnaxs—

: the offer was made by3

- visiting Singaporean defense minister Ng
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the Islamic State, the Bangsamoro Islamic
reedom Fighters and other armed groups
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- nomn, the 1ead mvestigator saxd the
sumvors were rushed to hosp1ta},s in

b A]
e 3Lanto ‘Reham Dom Lanto ‘Norjana
Amin Bangcola the drzver RN D1map1nto and Samsudin Domado.
Another unnamed passenger d}d ...+ Aninon said the victims were heaé-_
: - ing to Tligan from Cagayan de Oro...
- 'The ‘driver of the military vehmie
Was taken into cuqtody and the Sxmba
" vehicle was lmpounded by pohce pend-

_ Thérestof the r_onvoywas wed'
.to proceed to thezr destination. ..
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Military truck vs van, 6 patay

PATAY ang anim na indihldwal makaraang magsalpukan
ang van at military tru sa Manilcao, M:samls f
kamakalawa, ;- oat : R

= Kabilang sa convoy. na patungong CagaVan de Oro City
ang military truck na na%casalpukaa ng van na papunsang
. I|qaf1 LClty; bandang alas-dys ngga :
.. Batay sa paunang imbestigasyo
_van ang agad namatay matapes. ang: aksndenf
: nasa\m habang isinusugod sa ospilal £a Ratiireriy bayan
¢ :; llang pasahere pa ng van ang nasugatan at naisugod na §
tan: - n‘d_l | |pmalalabas ng mqa o!orldad
ng mga biktima. -, 2

i Wala ring- iilabas na-pahayag ang panig ng rmmar
patungkuf se aksidente habang nagpapatuioy pa ang
. ‘pagmswasa;ypang matukoy kung,s;n Ang.dapal managotd. -
at anoang gk ~GAL
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: < ecunty forces have:

onetall buildingt tHe other day, malak—

~ing factor i 1yun (that’s'a bxg factor),’
| Ano'said 4

“Tess than square kﬂometer_:._.
area nd pmagialahanan natin

We are ﬁghung for) - bit we cannot

ct or bypass bmidmgs It's fatal :

y are not’ settmg a.
troops to finish the
_aram Cltjy to take pres-

" *Tini-take- advantage ng kalaban

-iyun tapos hapipressure yung tropa-.
_:__natm ‘unnecessarily: tumataas din -
Aiyung casualty natin’ (The enemy takes .
‘advantage of that, also our troops are |
. getting pressured and unnecessarﬂy

~our casualty also increases),” ' Afo i

of. terronsts the United’ States ‘has
. committed to deploy two surveillance
f-55planes 0 assist ground {roops fulﬁlli_:
“its ' mission:. o

orsecure'the area 2 me

b

" We’li do it properly, dehberatelyf ;

| .and orderly, ensuring that we'll be
' ":able to clear all buildings that will
' not compmmtse our civilians and our -
| “soldiers. Biit as far as our pacing, we_:-._j
‘| ‘are’'on schedule bl he sald o
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_ eploy. Ce .
a couple of weeks’* under the 1951

Mutual Defense Treaty and two other .
‘defense agreements. :
i “Thzs is-a very, very strong alh—;ﬁ
“ance,”
allies, and friends, and we help our
‘friends and partners in time of need,
“and thie Marawi situation is clearly a-;_

very difficult sﬁuatmn for the Phahp 3

*gaid Kim. “We're partners,_[

pines.” .-
.~ The top Us dlpiomat in Maml_
_further announced that the US gov:

- erpmenit will help build Marawi.

- “We're going to-do everytmﬁ;g_:
ssible to Sup 'ort_ﬂfe AFP: _(Armedf.-
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US D epartmentof.; . In'the same resolution, the SC

: o t Intens
: non-essential travel to Marawi C‘lty,-_ giizlﬂzae?sggi)sﬂigfgd ite{?:g;
- Mindanao and the Suly ‘Archipelago : ‘Bagong Diwa in Taguig City, instead

' meiudmg the southern Sulu Sea, and - . of Camp Evangelista, Patag Cagayan

- Management and. Penoiogy to expe-

- dite the relocation of any suspects to

' asuitable detention’ facility” -

In ordermg theé transfer ot the

: tmal and detention of the suspects in
the Marawi City- siege, the SC acted

. 6n two letters sent to Chief Justice

- MariaLourdes PA. Sereno;hyJustlce

. Secrétary Vitaliano Aguirre I,

- Inboth letters, Aguirr '

“the transfer of the- ‘cases of the sus-

: :pects outside Cagayan de Oro’ C1ty

. __because of 1ts proxum M

_'-__.-over the’ entxre Mmdanao e

" “Theré s a threat of kxdnappz o
o f(}r—ransom of- iorexgners, 1nclud--: :
ing US citize '
. insurgent groups_.based in the Sulu_'_
- Archlpelago andi n the southern Suiu__.-__ :

.fﬁsouthe'rh tip of Palawan, anng the
- (:oast of eastem Sabah Malaysm and =
h .

go?ermxient personnel are required
to’ obtam speelal authomzatmn” be- S

“aretobe Conﬁned and Wherever we
: are gomg 1o rent a new place to hold

: 'of the trial and detention of arrested

- supporters and members .of the -
- Maute Group from Cagayan de Oro 5
-City to Taguig City. Sl
w0 Tna fall court reso!utmn rele
* yesterday, the SC directed the Tagulg' g
Clty regmnal trial court (RTC) to
- “speedily.act on all prosecutions and -
xnmdents arising from the violent in-
“cidents in. Marawi Clty mvolwng the_
~Maute Gx oup.” - : B
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P seeks Sin,
By Marie J. ﬁ_fialﬁ&ari_

Amid the dragging siege inn Marawi
City laid by Islamic State-inspired
{errorists, Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana yesierday called for
regionwide colluborative efforts to
counter vielent extmmlsm in
Southeast Asia.

In his meeting with Singaporean
Defense Minister Ng Big Hen,
Lorenzana stressed the need for
countries like the Philippines and
Singapore t¢ work jogether in
combating terrorism whick is
becoming a regional problem.

“This is a problem that we all

shave, and our efforts should lkewise

Page: \

"

thing terrorism

_‘ be collaborative,” Lor uwa.natold his

Singaporean counterpat, who i§ en
& two-day worldng visit in Manila,
Lorenzany recognized that

Islamic extremism has grown in

the region as shown by the
Philippines' ongoing battle with
members of the Maute-IS group in
Marawi City. Tum o pa‘ge 2

the' Philippines-is -
Singapore’s methods
' reventing: their

_1seus$iﬁg th1s__v:iur1ng"0ur.
bilater i

' government feree and the I‘;
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""" Urban gardening at army headquarters

Photo (seated from left) shows Tarlac Heritage Foundation Chairman Dr. Isa Cojuangee Suntay; Lt
Gen. Glorioso Miranda, commanding general of the Philippine Army; BGen. Rodel Mauro Alarcon of the
- AFP Headquarters Support Group; harvesting fresh vegetables from the 1,500-square meter. garden. of
the Hardin ng Lunas at the. Philippine Army headquarters in Taguig City on Tuesday (July 18, 2017).
The urban gardening project aims to encourage the public to use their idle time and space to produce

their own food and minimize expenses. (PNA photos by Avito C. Dalan)
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Duterte wants martial law extended till end-
2017 o L

MANILA, July 18 - President Rodrigo Duterte has asked Congress to extend the period of Martial Law
in Mindanao until the end of the year, Malacafiang said Tuesday.

At a Palace briefing, Presidential Spokesperson Ernesto Abella said that in the ietier sent by the
President to the leaders of Congress Monday evening, the extension was calied for as the "existing
rebetlion in Mindanao wili not be quelled compietely by the July 22, the expiration of the 60-day period
of the initial martial law proclamation.

“Upon a thorough personal assessment of the current situation in Marawi City and other parts of
Mindanao and taking into account the reports and recommendations of the Secretary of National
Defense as martial law administrator, the chief-of-staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) as
martial law implementor and the chief of the Philippine National Police (PNP), | have come to the
conclusion that the existing rebellion in Mindanao which prompted me to issue Proclamation 216 on
23rd May 2017, will not be quelied completely by the 22nd July 2017 -- the last day of 60-day period
provided under Section 18 Article VIt of the 1987 Constitution,” President Duterte said in the letter read
by Abella,

“For this reason and because public safety requires it, | call upon the Congress to extend until 31st
..December 2017 or for such.a period of time as the Congress. may.determine the proclamation of martial-- - :
faw and the suspension of the prlwlege of the wnt of habeas corpus m the who[e of Mmdanao ! the _ s

e President'simessagersaid:s

onthe Izberatron of Maraw; and-its’ rehabilitation and rebuilding.™

Duterte has also calied on Congress to convene in a special session Saturday to deliberate and
consider his request.

in the meantime, Abella said that “the primary objective of the possible extension of martial law is to
allow government forces to continue with their operation, unhampered by deadimes and to focus more ...

He also clarified that it is up 1o Congress to decide on the actual duration of the extension.

“Ito po ‘yung sinabi ng sulat, ‘yan po ang nire-request niya (Duterte) - untit 31st of December or for such
periog of time as the Congress may determine. Nasa Kongreso po in order to decide,” Abella said.

President Duterte declared martial law and suspended the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in the
whole of Mindanao last May 23 following an attack by the Islamic State-inspired Maute group in Marawi
City.

According to the latest update provided by Malacafiang on the Marawi siege, 413 militants have been
killed while 511 high-powered firearms have been recovered from the terror group.

In the meantime, 98 government forces have died in fighting while 45 civilians have so far been
confirmed to have died in the hands of the terrorists. (PNA)
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Area controlled by Maute terrorists now
shrinking - AFP chief

MANILA, July 18 -— The remaining Maute Group terrorists are now just pocketed in an area measuring

less than one-square kilometer in Marawi City, Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) chief-of-staff Gen.

Eduarde Afio said late Monday.

Also, he reported that military units, engaged in the ongoing ciearing operations, have captured 50 more
buiidings, including a very tall one, during operations Sunday.

"So we'll have one final push to really break their line and finally clear the whole area of Marawi, (Maute
Group resistance) is confined to less than one-square kilometer. But we cannot neglect or bypass
(buildings) as its fatal and dangerous to our soldiers and the trapped civilians,” the AFP chief stressed.

As of 7 p.m. Sunday, the number of troops wounded in the ongoing conflict in Marawi City is now at 852.

This was offset by the number of lawless elements killed which is now placed at 411, the military added.

terrorists is pegged at 1,723.

A soldier is also reported missing-in-action as of this posting.

Fighting broke out in Marawi City after government troops tried to arrest Abu Sayyaf ieader Isnilon L

--Hapllon.and I1S1S:"emir”.in Southeast Asia last May 23.(Priam -F.-N@pomuceno/PN_A}-'
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US offers 2 spy planes in PH fight vs
terrorists

The US will provide 2 surveillance planes to the Philippines to aid troops ftqht;_nq siamic State-
inspired militants in the south, Washington's envoy to Manila said Tuesday.

The Cessna 208 aircraft have intelligence, surveiliance and reconnaissance capabiiifies and will
be depioved "in a couple of weeks,” Ambassador Sung Kim.
"We're going to do everything possible te support the AFP {Armed Forces of the Philippines) as

it tries to secure the area,” Kim told ANC's Headstart.

Some 500 people have been kiliad in nearly 2 months of fighting in Marawi City that has led to President
Rodrigo Duterte declaring mariial law in the entire Mindanao.

The Philippines and the US are bound by the 1851 Mutual Defense Treaty and two other agreements
that allow US troops 1o have rotating presence in the country.

“This is 3 very, very strong alliance. We're partners, allies, and friends, and we help our friends

“and partners in time of heed, and the Marawi s:’cuation is cSeariy a very cﬁfﬂcuif situation for the
- Philippines . said Kim... N R s s e e

Kim said the US would also help rebuild Marawi. Duterte has earmarked 2t least P20 billion to
rehabilitate the area.
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7 killed in collision between militaw ve—‘hide,“ -
van in Misamis

Seven people were killed in an accident between a military vehicle and a van along a highway in
Manticao. Misamis Oriental on Monday niight.

A Balitanghali report said a Philippine Army Simba vehicle driven by Staff Sergeant Danny
Tenezo was overiaking along the highway when it collided head-on with the van.

The accident happened in Barangay Peblacion af past 9 p.m.

The report said among the fatalities was the driver of the van identified as Hadii Amin Bangoeolan.

Five of the van's passengers died on the spot while the other two fatalities died while being
treated in a hospital,

.- Eight more:passengers ofithe van were brought 1o hospitals in lligan City and Cagayan de Oro-Cily. v oo ionidh

The report said the Simba was in a convoy with three other military vehicles when the accident
happened. The military convoy was heading to the Laguindingan Airport in Cagayan de Gro City
to get logistics supplies.

- «-Tenezo has been brought to the Manticao police station...:

Charges of reckless imprudence resulting in multiple homicide and multiple physical injuries are
being prepared against the soldier.
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Duterte turns over 3 000 plstols to AFP

--By-Clglite- M: Regaﬂit e
MANILA, July 18 (PNA) — In fulfiliment of his promise to Filipino soldiers, President Rodrige Duterte on

Tuesday turned over 3,000 units of caliber .45 pistois 1o the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in a
simple ceremonies held in Malacanang.

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo Afio received the A2 Tac Ultra FS-Armscor pistols on behalf of the
military.

According to a Palace press release, the pistols were acquired through the Procurement Service-
Department of Budget and Management under the negotiated procurement mode with ARMSCOR
Global Defense Inc., pursuant to Section £3.2 {(emergency cases) of the revised implementing Rules
and Regulations of Republic Act. No. 9184 or the Government Procurement Act.

Duterte has promised during his visits to various military camps throughout the country that he would
provide pistols o the 120,000 soldiers of the AFP within his term.

The President has repeatedly emphasized the need for military personnel to have handguns that they
can use to protect themselves and their families from threats coming from the enemies of the state,

___especially after actual military operations or whenever they are outside military camps and even during
* their authorized rest and recreation penod

' ln hrs speeoh durmg the turnover ntes Duterie satd he wanted umformed personnei of the AFP to have
pistols aside from their rifles to be on equal footing with the enemies of the siate, even when they are
outside the military camps.

“Noon pa nakikita ko, | was just wondering, bakit ang Army walang baril na sidearm? Maliit pa ako, I'm
iust wondering. And | would speculate what wilt happen if the rifie j jams or pagka nasira. For whatever
wILeason, anong gagamstln nttong mga ‘io'?" the Presndent sald :

He said that even during his 23 years as mayor of Davao City, he had observed that soldiers are not
aliowed to bring their firearms outside of the camp.

“Ang probiema kasi nitong military, unang- una, though no fault of yours, labas kayo ng kampo, wala
man kayong baril. Then you go to the town proper, you go there, maybe you drink and you enjoy. Pag-
uwi ninyo, inaabangan kayo ng mga NPA (New People’s Army),” the President said.

“Ang ayaw ko doon, ‘yung patayin nila ang tao na walang armas. Walang kalaban-laban. So sabi ko,
hindi pwede ito. Kailangan ko talaga to place my soldiers on equal footing with them. Kasi sila (rebels),
nakakadala ng armas, sidearms. Eh maiwan nila (soldiers) ‘yung M16 nila. So, | decided, sabi ko na
bigyan ko kayo lahat ng sidearms,” Duterte said.

On the other hand, President Duterte said that while he wanted soldiers to carry pistols outside of their
official duty, he reminded them to always practice discipline.
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“ am not in favor of the rule that you cannot bring your sidearm ouiside of your camp residence. | will
overrule that kind of regulations because it is stupid,” he said,

*Ang panlaban lang talaga ninyo is not to let anybody know na may barit ka. Huwag mong i-display ‘van
kasi kukunin talaga 'yan sa iyo. Sa mga NPA yan - &ho yan eh para;'ag lrreszstlble force Hahanapan
“Ratalaga ng paraan niyar;,” Duterte said; -

He also urged them not fo use their guns on feliow security forces and on civilians.

"At huwag kayong makipag-away -— ‘vang mga kapulisan diyan kay numero uno rin ‘van. Walang ginawa kung hingi
mag-inom divan sa bar.... | hope that this would go a long way para magbuo ‘yung maski saan. Just do not use it against
innocent civitians,” Duterte said. (PNA}
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Enemy snipers biggest threat in Marawx City

fighting

MANILA, July 18 — Enemy snipers carefully concealed in Marawi City's buildings and other urban
features are causing most of the casualties of military units tasked to neuiralize the remaining Mauie
Group terrorists.

“{The fighting) in Marawi City can be considered as urban fighting and in urban warfare, snipers can
cause a lot of casualties (as they can conceal themselves in the buildings and houses),” Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) pubiic affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevaio said in Filipino late Monday.

He added that a few snipers, placed in strategic locations, can slowdown or immobilize a company or
even a battalion of troops.

"(If the conflict) is in the jungle, 1 believed we would have not incur such losses as we are used to
fighting there," Arevalo stressed.

But he clarified that counter-sniping of the AFP is starting 1o bear fruit as Maute Group terrorists are now
being encircled by military units.

This was s offset by ihe number of lawless slements kiled which is now piaced at 41? the mllttary added.

Troopers killed in action was placed at 87 along with 45 civilians.

Number of recovered firearms is placed at 511 while civilians rescued from the clutches of the terrorists

is pegged at 1,723.

" A'soldier is also reported missing-in-action as of this time.

Fighting broke out in Marawi City after government troops tried to arrest Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon
Hapilon and ISIS "emir" in Southeast Asia last May 23. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)
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