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We may end up just following Beijing’s foreign policies,

By Nikko Dizon -
@®NikkoDizonING

"The Philippines could see its own “Fin-
landization” .f it does not assert its
sovereignty and stand up te China in the
territorial dispute in the South China Sea,
Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice
Antonio Carpio warned on Monday.
“Unless we do scmething, we wil
be like Finland, a nominaily indepen-

dent country, We will have our own
political system but when it comes 16
foreign affairs, we follow the foreign
policies of China. That is what Finlan-
dization means,” Carpio said at the
Meet Inguirer Multimedia forum.

«pinlandization” is the neutraliza-
tion of a small and vulnerable country
in foreign policy to avoid being taken
over by a bigger and more powerful
neighbor.

says the Supreme Court senior associate justice

The term was coined during the
Cold War when the Soviet Union ren-
dered Finland, which shares alongbor-
der with the communist giant, neutral
to enable the smalter country to re-
main sovereign even just in name.

“[Finland] has been occupied by
Russia hefore. To remain sovereign
and independent, it has to be neutral, it
has to foliow Russia’s foreign poiicies,”
Carpio said.

Carpioc said that with China claim-
ing 8o percent of the South China Sea,
it would share a 3,700-kilometer-long
boundary with the Philippines, leaving
only a “finy stiver of water” in Manila’s
exclusive econcmic zone (EEZ) sepa-
rating the two countries,

He raised the possibility that China
would build up Panatag Shoal {interna-
tionally known as Scarborough Sheal)
soon, which is why the Duterte admin-

istration must assert the Philippines’
victory in the UN-backed Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague,
which last year invalidated China's
claim to almost all of the South China
Sea and declared Beijing had violated
Manila's right to fish and explore re-
sources in waters within its g70-Kkilo-
meter EEZ.

Carpio stressed the arbitral .
court’s ruling was not a paper ﬁz
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“oped disputed Teefs into artifi-
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is accessible to licensed casi-
nos and major operalors of
electronic gambling.

Exclusion orders are filed
by family members of the
concerned gamblers and, in
some cases, the gamblers
{hemselves who opt for self-
" exclusion.

Domingoe said Pag-
cor strictly implements its
Code of Practice for Respon-
sible gaming in ail Pagcor
operated gaming areas Lo
prevent gambling addiction
and minimize potential harm
to individual players in the
community.

The agency has also set up
a 24/7 hotline and has part-
nered with help centers in the
country lo assist those who
wish to be rehabilitated from
their gambling problems.

Pagcor has also deployed
spotters in casinos to identify
gambling addicts. Even ca-
sino card dealers are advised
to help identify potential ad-
dicts in their vicinity.

Casinos have psychiatric

~clinics, too, o assisl potential
gambling addicts.

To help heighten awareness
on tesponsible gaming, Pag-

, From Page T

cor has likewise tapped main-
stream media, internet and so-
cial media to reach its target
public.

Signs of gambiing
addiction

Among the telltale signs
of gambling addiction is the
daily presence of 2 player
inside the casino, constant
transfer from one table to an-
other, heavy losses and large
debts from casino financiers.

Carlos reportedly had lost
P6 million in one night.

Because of the exclusion
order, Carlos was no longer
allowed to play in any casind
nationwide. On Friday mid-
night, however, he returned
to the casino not as a player
but as a troubled gunman.

Dominge noted that aside
from being a high roller
(high-stakes gambler}, Car-
los was also a professional
gun holder. His license for
2 5.56-mm Bushmaster rifle,
however, expired on Apri]
19, 2015,

Despite the Resorts World
Manila incident, Pagcor is
optimistic that it can address

wojpy the-countrywill remain.as

the hazards of gambling ad-
diction.
“Ti is our hope that gaming

a form of entertainment and
not as a means to destroy
individuals and families,”
Dominge said.

DNA exam

As part of the investiga-
tions, National Capital Re-
gion Police Office (NCRPO}
chief Dhrector Oscar Albay-
alde yesterday said elements
of the Scene of the Crime Op-

" eratives (SOCQ) have taken

the DNA samples of Carlos
and the 37 other fatalities.

The DNA examination for
Carlos, according o Albay-
alde, was comducted to assure
his family that it was he who
Lilled himself at the fifth floor
of the adjacent hotel. The
DNA samples for the 37 oth-
ers are {or record purposes,
in case the next of kin would
complain someday that the
cadaver they received was
not their relative.

The DNA tests also came
after Justice Secretary Vi
raliano Aguirre 1T ordered the
Natjonal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (NBI) to conduct such.

“y grdered the {examina-
tion)... to erase doubts on the
identity established by the
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{Philippine National Police)
through the family,” Aguirre
sald in a texi message.

“Barlier the PNP said the

gunman appeared to be an
English-speaking foreigner
who was about six feet 1all,

The S0CO said that the
DNA result would be out in
three days.

Albayalde reiterated that
not one of the 37 victims had
gunshot wounds.

“Some have head wounds
as the burning debris dropped
on them, but it was not the
cause of their deaths,” he
explained, siressing that they
died of suffocation.

‘Get rid
of casinos’

While investigations are
ongoing, Krusada ng Bay-
an Laban sa Jueteng (KBLD)
founder emeritus Lingayen-
Dagupan Archbishop Oscar
Cruz yesterday said the gov-
ernment should stop giving
operation permits to casinos
in the country because gam-
bling, like illegal drugs, only
ruins lives.

Cruz issued the stalement
three days after the Resorts
World Manila atiack, hoping
to prevent other people from
getting hooked on gambling.

“It is quite improbable that

the casinos will close them-
selves because precisely that
is where they get their money
from; espedially the investors.
I think it is only the govern-
ment that can say what to do
with gambling, both legal and
illegal,” Cruz said.

“The only thing | can say
is don't gamble. Gambling i3
just like illegal drugs — you
need more and more drugs
the moment you begin taking
drugs. The same with gam-
bling: the moment you start,
the more money vou need for
gambling. It is addictive. The
ioser is not only the gambler,
but his family, employment
and savings, as well,” the
prelate said.

De Lima dragged

Meanwhile, Aguirre also
said that Sen. Leila de Lima is
partly to blame for the deaths
ol 37 casino patrons and
employees of Resorts World
Manila in the Fridayv ram-
page, citing the legal opinion
issued by the detained sena-
tor in 2014 when she was still
justice secretary, removing
the authority of the Bureau
of Fire Protection {BFP) to
regulate fire security in casino
establishments in the country.

Aguirre said De Lima’'s
opinion led to the transfer

of jurisdiction on fire safety
regulation in casinos from
the BFP to the Philippine

TEconomie Zone Authonity T

(PEZA).

“Because of the said legal
opinion, it is the PEZA, a gov-
ernmenl agency withoul com-
petence and experience in fire
protection, that was given the
authority to implement the
Fire Code and its implement-
ing rules and regulations on
PEZA-registered companies,
like casinos,” Aguirre ex-
plained Lo reporters.

Aguirre said this power
wag not provided in Repub-
lic Act 7916 {Special Eco-
nomic Zone Act}, He believes
this could be ene of the rea-
sons for the lapses seen in
the fire safety measures in
Resorts World Manila, But
Aguirre quickly clarified in
a phone interview that the
senator couid be lizble only
if it would be established in
investigations that there was
irregularity in the issuance
of the legal opinion, which
he already ordered the NBI
to leok into.

For now, Aguirre said he
would review the fegal opin-
ion and would most probably
reverse il — With Non Alquit-
ran, Edu Punay, Evelyn Ma-
cairan, Cecilie Suerte Felipe
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Ce (PAF) from 'Ihgan-f
v lanao del: Sur nid 3 Was awardeé

. 1y°s 901st Infant v Brigade
of 9th Infantry.(Spear) Division; and
Legazpi. City Mayor Noel Rosal who -
chairg the Regmnal Peace and Order

- and smter Rea. S
" PFC C'arloto 26 smgle and the
youngest among four siblings, was
_a member of the 51st Infantry Bat- .
talion based in Lanao del Sur-that
fought Maute militants in Barangay
. Moncado, Kadmgﬂan Maram City

_las’c Frlday el

.7 Mayor Rosal admired for the gal—
lantry and bravery of PFC Carloto

- who ‘sacrificed his life fighting for
peace in Mindanao. ;

Having lost “the breadwmner” in
their family, Maria Carloto said she
wished the crisis in Marawi would
end soon. -
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Snrsogon State CoIEege taking
hupe shat the war in Mmd- up ‘a computer course but did
“anao will be over.] hope peace:  not finish. schooling and in--
be. realiv attamed in Min- tead ]omed the: mllltar} force:
© danac 5o that there will bemno R!-IAYDZ B. BARClAi’
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and: ¢
by-its’ Président: " George
Bargelori the -Federation . ;
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.-@Team Inquner

E .Premdent Duterte has mcreased
by P10’ million the ‘boutity. for
“the #“neutralization” --of “Abu
"Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon,
~-while civic groups in Lanao del
-}_'Sur provi _e_,-have called fora
e irstrikes in ‘Marawi’ to.‘
- save the aty from destruction.
" /Hapilon ‘has pledged afles
'g1ance to the Islamic State {IS)

‘group and s -allied. with. the .ty
. Maute terror group: ‘tHat: the e

: r:has-been battl;ng in
g :__Marawq Cityformdays s

g "leayat i 01 a pro
1. Hehas ‘also repartediy been.
: declared IS "emn‘” mthe Phlhp- - throt o

pines: .

'the neutralization” Gf jsnilon’
" Hapilon who is believed to be
leading - the ‘terrorist . Maute-1S - i
group in atf:ackmg ‘Marawi
oGy Ano sald in'd statement

This’ amount 18 also sepa

Areward of Ps r.mlhon isal- j

* “s0 offered for each of thetwo

- Jeaders of the group, Qmar and .':
. Ahdu Iah' aute ;.

“staff of the Armed Forces of the
- Philippines, §aid on Monday that
Mr, Duterte offered P10 million
on top of the Py.4-million bounty
that the govermment earlier put .
on the head of Hapilon. -
The Abu Sayyaf leader is be-.
lieved to be trapped in the fight-
ing in Marawi after he reported-

“The Pres1dent is offermg a Sl

& government ‘have given us in
our prevmus ‘accomplishmerits :

_cident,”' he sald

__._-_'-'_cause of the alrstrﬂ{e

"Up ‘to now th

.cannot gwe us good assurance
‘that the bombmg runs spated’
| .civilian targets. }ust Tookat
'what happened to the 10 soi—_

est calied ‘friendly fire]” '[‘omawzs:.
et .-_'.added referring to the acmden’c :

arrest and neutralization of Is-

nilen Hapllon and the Maute

brothers,” Afio said.
Col. Edgard Arevalo, AFP

'Iitsbllc affairs chief, said the in-

crease in the bounty showed the
resolve of the administration to

1 s
ments leading to ‘the eventual

halt to the airstrikes to save the
city from destruction.

“These airstrikes lave

-proved destructive to publicin-

frastructure and private prop-
erty in our beloved city, prop-
erty that took families so much

ged Mr. Duterte to order a -

“If the siege happened in,
say, Cebu, will the government
do what it has done to Marawi -
so far?”" asked Pendatun Disim-
ban of Bangsamoro Solidarity
Network. ~WITH A REPORT FROM
FRANCES MANGOSING JNQ
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i standmg warrant ol arrest for .}

:.'lqdnappmg with ransom and-' :

- serious illegal detention. .
He also-hasa P74-million
' standmg bounty from the P}u
ippine government

“The Armed Force&: of the'.

'.mehppmes welcomes: the

pronounceément of President
Duterte, We hope that thiswill
bear significant accomplish-

ments leading to the eventual

arrest “and neiifralization _ef .

don't care, 80 all of you terror-

1sts sheuld flght because my

Anong mbzhm ng: ;nga fao s
~mga leaders mila; wala akong -
* pakialam. Kaya kayong nandiyan,

lumaban na kayo narig husto,
“kasi ang order ko talaga, dalhin
TUNYO Ang lo g NGA DLk
“yan (what the people will sav

ferrorists have
‘death of almost 200 ‘people.

“Itong 1SIS pati: Yang Tuma-

. pant diyan kasamanilg (and those

~who fought with them), you:

kiiow:I cannot: I was asked

if T could negotiate. I will tell .

-~ strict on hxs order against ’che
IS-affiliated Maute that raided
a nd the clashes bes
tween govemment “forces and
sulted in ‘ehe :
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e ST i ¥

“pursigido ‘silang abutin pinag-aaralanniminkasi 55295
ang itinakdang deadline  ma 15 chief of —.
‘ay-nasa B:umpllkadong staff {Gen, EdualdoAﬁo)
sitwasyon ngayon angisi- *that we will avoid cfmng
‘ ‘nasagawa nilang opensiba - that as much as possible,”

Lg’ laban sa mga terorista,.  dagdag ni Padilla,
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an option vs Maute—AFP

- By John Paolo Bencito

THE mifitary said Monday it may be
forced to bomb mosques in Marawi City

- as Maute members have holed up in
. places of worship amid heavy fiphting
- that has raged for almost two weeks.

“There are provisions that may allow for
us, to take action against them... We are
siudying this carefully,” said Armed Furees
of the Philippines spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilia, speaking in Filipine.

“I'm not saying we will bomb then,
but we're studying this carefully, because
AFP chief Gen. Edvardo Afio has told us
to avoid doing that as much as possiible,”
he added.

Padilla said there were specific ex-

- ceptions to restrictions in the Geneva
- Convention against attacks on places of

worship. One of these is if they are being
used o incite violence.

“There are exceptions. Whether the
armed combatants force themselves into a

hospital or a place of worship, we can use
violence (1o deive them out],” he added.
- The government previously said that
the Maute ierrorists were using luman
shields and tured madrasahs mio stag-
ing are.s and 1rsques o saiper nests.
According to the AFP Standing Rules
of Engagement, “culural, religious and
historical landmarks, civitian population
centers, public utilities and other non-
mililary structures, shall be protecied and
shall not be attacked except when they
are used for military purposes.”

Padilla admitted that the presence of

civilians, whose exact locations were not
known, complicated the mililary curm-
paign Lo gain fall conwrol of Marawi City,
which was overrun by Mavte terrorists

on May 23. o :
Padilta also-said grotund command-
ers were the ones who could determine
when the siege of Marawi City would
end, despite President Rodrigo Duterte’s
Next page
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i.:-'mzmstratlon in'its fi ght ag st
terrorism - should “the govern:

* ‘ment teturn to the : negotiating

“table, but Duterte ‘who earlier
- said that he’s “not keen” about

the idea; .demanded’ they first
E rescmd orders for ‘the New
 People’s Army to mtenszfy at-
. tacks on gcvemment troops. -

-the resolution” of the Marawx'
~Incident, but’ pot durmg thig
time, because we have not dig.
- cussed ‘how o’ 1mpfement"'it
Cyet)” hesald s

i I: 5285, 5285
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e ts'mMaramC;t}. :
'.'_Of the slain toreign mili-
.tan

two were Malayssans, two

wer - Indonesians, .one, was:
C 8 Yemeni'and dne ‘was'a’
* Chechen; Officials believe the
them before they were tiarried
‘overtotheir consulate here,”
- said Gapay, who is"also the
‘spokesman for the Eastmi’n’-'

. foreigners entered the Philip- -
- pines through backcharnels -
“inthe Suluand Celebgs Seas.
- Atotal of 120 Maute mem= .
“bers and 38. -government
_ troopers have been kﬂled xnrif' T

counitry, where confererices or
: meetings of Tslamic missionar-
-des.or preachers are often held,
- whenthe Maute gmup attacked_
_ thetown :

"-.two Wwere Sa'uchs;

We: procesqed the:m and :
checked on ‘everything abouit

com on martial law. - S
- -Wxth Edith Regalado :
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. “THE Philippine goversment 18 veri:
. fying the alléged presence of about’
© 1,200 fslamic State (1 5).operativesin

“the country asteportéd by Indonesia’s -

- defense minister in $ingapore” -

- Brig. Cen. Restituto Padilla, spoles- .
mian for the Armed Forces of the Phil-

: "1‘ppmeq {AFP), on Monday admittéd -
 that the military has no idea on the -
nurnber ‘'of foreign fightess helping
local mititants amid osigoing opera-.

- tons agamst members’ of e Maute“_‘_il-'
" Group in Marawi Cify,
s The revelation of the Indonesmn o

Defense Minister ig something that
. .carhie as 4 ‘Surprise 1o s because in
truth, we don't have those numbers,”
Padilla told reporiers. g
Indénesian Defense Minister Gen-
eral Ryamlzard Ryacudiitold aninter-
S nanonal secutity fotl m'm Singapore -
‘on Sunday thatthere ate about 1,200
ISIS sympathizers in the Philippines,

"'40 of whom are from Indonesia.

?ad; Ha said the military s yet to

a-arify A2

.ﬁnevalo said e
CATHERINE s. SVALENTE AND :
S DEMPSEY REYES
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AFP cool on MNLF Oﬁer

“to help fight Maute Group

THE Armed rorces of the Philippines  Group in pMarawi City.
Lawmakers also warned against

(AFD) is not keen on accepting the

offer of the Moro National Liberation accepting the offer, say ing it would
©Front (MNLF) to help the government only complicate combat ope{;auons

fight members of the terrorist Maute e AE

_the Phl‘lrppmes'to ]om e : _
against the Maute. Group . _.rnay‘ 1o longer need helpzfr' m
inists’ the MNLEF because The confh in "

wh;ch runs on coordmatmn,f;_-prolongs a htt e _blt -nore, the |
wmmumcations, mtelhgence"_' “perhaps we can do'i it, but hope- ‘Biazon said.” - o
and logistics. I beileve that-our.. -quy Hot,” he said CATHERINE S. VALENTE AND -
“Armed” Forces are ‘capable of . Padilla aéded fhat enilstmg . _“—ANESCAT PANTi 3
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- gobyerno, umal  ang iasavi
o Magdadelawang linggo na ‘mula nian
rang Marawi City: o0
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i The weapons include 300"
'M4 carbines, 200 Glock 21 pis- "
'.to}‘; four M134i} Gat

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, {02) 845-8555 Local; 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.

S I




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is & source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 |

bl

he Uruted States m1 htarv

yeqterday gave 625 new fire-:
arms tothe Philippine Marines

tohelp in‘the ongoing opera-
ns:against the Maute. group

SR MaraWwi

celved the new ccun%ertem
ism weapons and equipment

ntatweq dur

quarters in Taguig C;ty

Officials from the Joint Uniit-
ed States Military Assistance
Group (JUSMAG) turned over

delivered recently under the
US government’s Counter-

- terrorism. Train.and Equip

-Program
“Among the weapons al
eqmpmeni turned oveér't

Marines weze 300 M4 carb ,"
200 Glock 21 pistols, ‘four

M134D Gatling-style machine
guns and 100 M203 gréenade

with outboard motors TO

week.

The Marines’ Inshore Boat
Battalion and Marine Special
Operations Group have uti-
lized previous US Counterter- .
rorism Train and Equip gearin
‘ongoing combat opera‘aons in
Mindanao.

The new weapons are ex-
pected to enhance the Marines’
counterterrorism capabilities
and help protect troops en-
gaged in military operations
in Mindanao. ]

Since 2007, represeritatives

June 2017

“US embassy m'iztarv__

eapons and equipment

Jaunchers dehvered {ast month

‘Marine headquarterq last. !
to-enthante counterterrorism

fr m USMA(: have delvered

capabilities..-

procured small-arms Weapons,
watercraft, unmannéd aerial

“vehicles and personal protec-
tive equipment as part of the.
US government's Foreign Mili- ..
“tary Sales system and Other

programs

Over the. last fwe Vears, ’rhe

US embassy said its govern-

ment has aliocated P15 billion -
in grant funding to provide the ..
AFP thh equipment, includ--

In addl’czon' the AFP haq:_.__

Phlhppmes towards bulldmg

safer communities and eradi- -
'catmg global terror networks.
i -Salamat said the new guns

will be given to ground troo l}:
£

- and the priority is to use
same in' Marawi City where
" soldiersare still trying to

retake the locality from the

Maute group.
. Two US senators filed a b111

Iast month seeking to restrict .

the export of arms from the

‘US to the Philippine National

"I co Rubid c1ted the alarm»
;-ing number of deaths under
Duterte’s drug war in filing
the bill, as they instead called
~for & public health approach

to the problem. .

But in the same bill, Car-
din and Rubio retterated US
commitment-for defense and

counterterrotism- efforts in

the Philippines, as well as an
enhanced -ability to provide
humanitarian assistance to the
disaster-prone country. .

~ Michael Punongbayan

Pia Lee -Brago
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e Several senator’s ‘however, -
upported joint patrols planned:-
- by Indonesia, Malaysia and the *
‘Philippines in the Suly Sea to

powers} themselves. 1gmted and. 'kick off a larger regional effort to
now has backfired -on them," keep' Islamist militants at bay. -
Kharneriei toid a gathenng 0f " ~REPORTS FRON! AFP AND CHRISTINE

'semor off1c1als in Tehran at a: o AVENDARD INMANILA INQ '

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 L.ocal: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the psople. Securing the land,

, 29




Army Vision By 2028. & worla-class Army that is & source of national pride

QOFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Emall add: vacpa. army2012@gmaz .com -~ Telno. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285 5295

0l

June 2017

Court” ‘to rescind President

and was unconstitutional.
Led by Albay Rep. Edcel Lag-
nan, the group went to the high

tribunal aftéra faﬂed effort last

-week to COHVERQ_\_?.}{HTK session

of the House of Rébres’.entatives-
- and the Senate 1o review Mr.

Duterte’s zmposmon of military
_rule and the susp
_'prwﬂege of ‘the %

corpusin. Marawx City on’ May... ]
23 followmg an attack' by Maute 5
) ‘" selves the “Magnificent Seven.”

group punmen.’

The effort came a day after -

the Indonesian defense minister

. said1,200Islamic State (5) opera-

tives 'werein ‘the Philippines-—a

Monday peti oned the Supreme -
Duterte’s ‘declaratiofi ‘of martial

faw'in Mmdanao arguihg that it -
was based on “patent falsities”.

smn ot th i

and “mere " conclusions .of fact
and law,” read a portion of the
28-page_'petitian. :

" *Magnificent Seven'"
" ‘Besides Lagman, fugao, Rep.

"I‘eddy Baguilat, Caloocan City’

Rep. Edgar Erice, Northern Samar
Rep. Raul. Daza, Akbayan Rep.

'_I_‘pm Vﬂlarm, Magdaio Rep Gary- .

Billones sxgned the; penuon.

'The petitioners : call them-

Named respondenis were
Fxécutive Secretary  Salvador

Medialdea, Defense Secretary

Delfin Lorenzana and Gen. Ed-

“trived ‘andjor ina ufate facts,
self-serving’ specuiatzons, enu-
neration of distanf cccurrences -

statement that the country’ s oiﬁ- uardo Afic, Armed Forces of the

Edce[Lagman c

: Piuhppmes chief of staff

“Under Section 18, Arl:lcle VII
" of the 1987 Constitution, the 15-
fnember court is mandated to e

solve the petition within 30 days.

- The group stressed that the ;.
B 'const:tatmnai requirements fori
~theproclamatiozn: ‘had not been . who
met, among them the existence 18-
of rebellion or invasion in any =’ “There s "no revolution or
* invasion where the public safe-

partof the country.

They said the violence per--

petrated by the local terrorists
could not be considered a crime
of reb_eliion under the Hevised

_.paganda

“They noted

' tary Vitaliano ‘Aguirre II hzmself

had told a House briefing that

eacts of ‘terroFism do not auto<

mancallsr conititite rebellion”
In addition, they said Lt Gen.
Satvador Mison Jr., AFP deputy
chief of staff, had “ungualifiedly -
admitted” that the firefight in’
Marawi was “government-initi-
ated”—triggered by the military”
operation to arrest Isnilon Hapi .
lon, S dreaded Abu Sayyaf leade

ty requires the declaration of

"martial law and the suspension’

of the privilege of the writ of

habeas corpus in Marawi City o1’
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_ By EDU PUNAY

The Supreme Court {5C) was
asked yesterday to strike down
President Duterte’s Proclamation No.
216 placing Mindanao under martial
law following attacks by the Islamic
State-inspired Maute terror group in
Marawi City last month.

In a 28-page petition, members
of the minority in the House of
Representatives led by Albay Rep.
Fdcel Lagman asked the high court
to exercise its power under Article
VI, Section 18 of the Constitution to
review the martial law declaration.

The petitioners argued that there
was no factual basis to justify the
proclamation of martial law and
suspend the privilege of the writ

" of habeas corpus.

Under the Constitution, the Presi-
dent may declare martial law and sus-
pend the writ of habeas corpus only
“in cases of invasion, rebellion or

lawless violence and when public
safety requiresit.”- -

“There is no rebellion or invasion
where the public safety requires the
declaration of martial law and the

suspension of the privilege of the :

writ of habeas corpus in Mazawi
City or elsewhere in Mindanao,” the
petition read: -

The petltioners alleged that the
facts cited as'basis of the proclama-
tion were “inaccurate, simulated,
false and/or hyperbolic and the list
of terrorist acts or incidents of vio-
lence are either distant or have been

" earlier solved with the apprehension

and prosecution of the suspected
culprits.”

They claimed that the siege in
Marawi is not rebellion or invasion,
but an “armed resistance by the
Maute group io shieid high-profile
terrorist commander Isnilon Hapilon
from capture, not to overrun Marawi

and remove its allegiance from the

Republic.”

“No less than the military has
admitted that the armed conflict
in Marawi City was government-
initiated and the armed confroniation

‘was precipitated by the military op-

eration to neutralize Hapilon, which
wag resisted by the Maute group,”
Lagman said.

Lagman was joined by Reps. To-
masito Viliarin of Akbayan party-list,
Gary Alejano of Magdalo party-list,
Emmanue] Billones of Capiz, Teddy
Baguilat.Jr. of Ifugao, Raul Daza of
Northern Samar and Edgar Ence of
Caloocan.

The petitioners believe that the
Marawi siege may be considered
as an “imminent danger, which has
been obliterated from the 1987 Con-
stitution as an alternative ground for

the declaration of martial law.”

They questioned why President
Pruterte acted alone in declaring mar-

tial law without any recommendation
from or consultation with
the defense and military
authorities as reportedly ad-
mitted by Defense Secretary
Dielfin Lorenizana when he
briefed members of the Sen-
ate and the House.

Martial law bached

" Solicitor General Jose Cal-
ida downplayed the filing of
the pelition as he expressed
confidence it would be dis-
missed by the high court.

“Who are these rabble-
rousers to say that thereisno
factual basis for the declara-
tion of martial law?” Calida
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He said the petitioners’ denial of
the existence of rebellior is like saying
that the “sun does not rise from the

since they are detached from reality.”
“Nowhere in the Constitution
does it state that the President’s
declaration of martial law needs the
recommendation or concurrence of
the defense secretary, or any Cabinet
official,” he said.
Senators belonging to the majority
bioc shrugged off the move of op-
position lawmakers in the House of
Representatives to question the dec-
laration of martial law in Mindanao
before the SC.
Sen. Francis Escudero said while
it was the opposition congressmen’s
right and prerogative to file such a
petition, “it seems quite obvious,
based on media reports alone, that
there is an ongoing rebeliion in
Marawi City.”
Sen. Joseph Victor Ejercito
said while anyone has the right to
question the factual basis of the
proclamation, T urge our citizens to
rally behind the commander-in-chuef
and the brave men and women of the
Armed Forces.”
Ejercito expressed confidence the
5C would uphold Duterte’s martial
faw proclamation.
. . ‘Senate Majority Leader Vicente

© Sotto I said the opposition congress-
men were “obvicusly wrong,” point-
ing outthat other governments in the
region were confirming the presence
ol IS members in the country.

Sen. Francis Pangilinan, a mem-
ber of the minority bloc, said they
support efforts to get a factual de-
termination as to the grounds of the

east. Thig'is'a symptorn of psychosis

declaration.
llocos Norte Gov. Imee Marcos,
daughter of the late strongman,

law declaration in the south.

“When it comes to matters of
national security, we should always
defer to the executive,” Marcos told
reporters, .

Former senator Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. earlier issued a similar opinion,
saying martial law was necessary
to put an end to the terror threat in
Mindanao. .

The SC is set to tackle the petition
when it resumes session today after
a month-iong break.

‘Black propaganda’

The President’s chief legal counse!
dismissed as “black propaganda” the
move of opposition lawmakers to
challenge the declaration of martial
law in Mindanao before the high
court.

“Bvery Filipino citizen has the
right under the Constitution to file a
petition before the Supreme Court to
question the sufficiency of the factual
basis of the President for declaring
martial law. The Duterte administra-
tion welcomes the exercise of the
said right as part of our democratic
system,” Chief Presidential Legal
Counsel Salvador Panelo said in a
statement.

“It is apparent, however, that the
filing of the petition is part of the base-
less, malicious and divisive motive to
spread black propaganda against the
administration by the same critics of
the President,” he added.

- With Delon Porcalla, Paclo
Romerp, Alexis Romero
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apusin nd na ;
“Thus. dld "pohce spokesperson Se _

“the: long Ferinfy patierice of the pe

of Mindanao with the violence and may “and

. hem that characterize theirlives, “an’enabling environment for, the continumng . _
2 Butworth asking is whether the ali—ou & -confhct The most v1s‘b filiase who carry 13’ engages the rezhb?i?;i:; th ground.
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Indonesian’ defense minister na may - nakapasok Y
. teroristang IS. Nararapat paigtingin ng’ AFP ang’
: .pagbabantay s4 Mindanao lalo pa’t doon nagdadaan
- ang mga terorista. Pagiging alerto ang dapat pairafin.
- Maging mapagmatyag ang Jahat sapagkat. walang
. nakakaalam kung nakabalo na ang mga teronsta ni
. ang laymmin ay maghasik ng lagim.. .
¢ ::Maaaring labanan ang mga temrlsta km}g magka
: kalsa Jaban sa mga ito. Makipagtulungan din naman
- sanaang mgd rebeldeug MNLF atMILF laban 52’ mga
: “mamamatay—tao” R i
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ONLINE NEWS
(06 JUNE 2017)

~Military unsure of meeting Du30’s 3-day-geadline to-end
Marawi crisis; 20 more foreign ‘terrorists’ aiding Maute

From InterAksyon {Jun 5); Military unsure of meeting Du30’s 3-day deadline to end Marawi crisis; 20 more

foreign ‘terrorists’ aiding Maute

Soldiers stand guard along the main street of Mapandi village as government troops continue theijr assault
on insurgents from the Maute group. who have taken over large parts of Marawi City, Philippines June 2,

2017. REUTERS/Romeo Ranoco
The military is unsure if it would be able to mest the three-day deadline imposed by President

Rodrigo Duterte to get rid of terrorists in Marawi City._

Armed Forces spokesperson Brigadier General Restituto Padilla on Mohday said meeting the
deadline by Tuesday, June 6, would be based on the assessment of those on the ground,

'The basis for deﬁermination of any military action on the ground wili be the call of the commander.
They are the ones who are fully aware of the situation,” Padilla toid reporters.

“Complications have been coming out. And complications, what we mean by this is the continued
use of civilians, potenitial hostages that may stili be in their hands — the use of places of worship for
one which 'prevents us from going all out and other factors that complicates the battle,” the military

spokesperson added.

On Saturday, Duterte promised that by Tuesday, government forces would be able to quash Marawi's
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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takeover by members of the Maute and Abu Sayyaf groups.

But presidential spokesperson Ernesto Abelia said on Mionday that while ‘the President has promised to
end the Marawi confiict within the shortest possible time,” his vow was "consistent of course with due

regard for the protection of innocent lives and avoid of abuses.”

OnSundaythousandsofcwlhanshopmg 1o flee fighting in Marawi remained trapped after a four-hour

truce {0 evacuate residents was disrupted by gunfire, Only 134 were freed on Sunday, less than on
previous days, despite government hopes that more than 1,000 would be able 1o leave a city battered by

13 days of intense fighting.

Last Friday, Padilla said rebels had continued to "occupy commercial buildings as their defensible
enemy iairs,” which he said “is the subject of military action being conducted for the past few days

until now.”

Earlier, Defense chief and martial law administrator Delfin Lorenzana said government troop
movements in Marawi were being hampered by difficult enemy terrain and rebels who frequentty
moved and changed positions within concrete houses and other structures that were close to each

other.

“They are actually holed up in reinforced buildings. And pati ‘yong mga kanyon natin parang hindi
tumatalab eh. So ‘yon ang hirap doon [And even our cannons dornt seem to take effect. So it's difficult

there],” Lorenzana said on Thursday.

and there are times we can't see our
s],” he added.

Also, according to residents, enemies can easily get off the hook because they have built tunnels
as escape routes. The Defense chief likewise said Maute “have so many shipers around shooting at

our soldiers” and mosque were also being used as “nests” of these snipers.

Worsening problems in troop movement is the Maute Group’s use of civilians, including chiidren,

to deter attack by government forces._

"-‘Compounding the situation on the ground is the use of these forces, these armed elements, of
children and civilians as human shields,” said Padilla.

20 more foreign terrorists aiding Maute

On Monday, during a separate press briefing in Lanao del Sur capitol building, Armed Forces
Western Command chief Lieutenant Generai Carlito Galvez, Jr, said there were 20 more alleged
foreign terrorists aiding Maute rebels in fighting against government troops in Marawl,
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Galvez said this was in addition to the eight other foreign rebels from Malaysia, Indonesia, Saudi
Arabia, Yemen, and Chechnya believed to be members of ISIS, who died during earlier clashes with

the military._

The foreign terrorists were abie to enter the Philippines during the Ramadan period, according to Galvez.

Meanwhile, the Westmincom chief denied reports quoting Indonesian Defense Minisier Ryamizard
Ryacudu that there were about 1,200 18IS operatives in the Philippines, who came from Indonesia. Galvez

said these 1SS terrorists went to Syria.

For his part, Padilia said “the revelations” of the indonesia defense minister “is something that
came as a surprise to us because as was mentioned by senior defense officials, in truth, we dor’t

have those numbers.”

He said the claim of the indonesian official “needs to be subjected to inquiry. "“We may address this
hecause we have networks with the nations who are fighting against terrorism.”

Padilla added that Maute rebels might have been reinforced by “sympathetic individuals and groups”
whose numbers could have “swelled” because of the "release of the prisoners from the city jail.”

“So this was something that we are mentioning all along as potential sources of warm bodies,” he said.

http://wwwe.interaksyon, com/milita rv-wont-meet-du30s-3-day-deadtine-to-end-marawi-crisis-20-mare-

foreian-terrorists-aiding-maute/

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.

Y2




“Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said Mohday,
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AFP: Gov't-MNLF alliance vs Maute 'unlikely’ to happen
From the Sun Star-Manila: AFP: Gov't-MNLF alliance vs Maute 'unlikely’ to happen

THE possible coalition of Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) fighters with government forces to

combat members of Maute terror group in Marawi City Is unlikely to happen, the spokesperson of

Speaking to reporters, AFP spokesperson Restituto Padilla Jr. explained that both parties have to
first thoroughly discuss the appropriate parameters and protocols before they could join forces in

qgueiling Marawi crisis,

wr schanisinss for any Kind o th need to Bé‘;ﬁigtg"ss;_g;{.:;ha':dgggﬁ_iv';_t‘ni-'i'br.stc;its
implementation. So right now, we don*thave the _appropriate protocols, we don't have the
appropriate coordinative slements on the ground to make this happen,”Padila said.

wS o this may come later after the resolution of the Marawi incident but not during this time because
we are hot able to sit down and falk how it will be implemented.” he added.

Padilla’s statement came after President Rodrigo Duferte said last Sunday in Subic Bay, Olongapo
City, that he is willing to accept the offer of MNLF founding chairman Nur Misuari to allow 2,000 of

his fighters to help in the ongoing fight against Maute militants.

The President said he sees no problem if thousands of MNLF fighters will serve as “‘integrees,” bandits who
will be enlisted to the AFP.

“I'm willing to take in 2,000 as regular troops of the Armed Forces of the government,” Duterte
said. Presidential Spokesperson Emesto Abelia, who was with Padilla in the press conference, said the
government welcomes support from the MNLF as it goes about the "long-term cleansing and rebuilding

effort” in Marawi City.

“ne welcome the continuing support of the MNLF, the MILF (Moro Islamic Liberation Front), and other civil
society groups now finding common cause with the government in fighting a terror threat to all Filipiros,”

Abella said.
Padilla said the Moro combatants can only aid assistance to government troops if the situation in Marawi
City “prolongs a littie bit more.”

“Eor the moment, that is the way we seg it ~ [it's not going to happen]. And if this prolongs a little bit more,
then perhaps we can do it, but hopefully not.” he said. "During this pericd. yes [the MNLF cannot join state

forces]. It could be because it is already ongoing and it's almosi nearing to solution.”

Padilla said the Chief Executive’s intent to enlist MNLF fighters as integrees is still possibie but only after
the government forces is able to totally wipe out the lawiess activities in Marawi City. "If it will really be
pushed through, many issues have to be discussed so # will be settled accerdingly and will not cause any
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complications.” he said.

http://www,sunstar.com‘ph:’mani%a/local-news.’zm 7/06/05/afp-govi-mnlf-alliance-vs-maute-uniikely-happen-

545758
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Air Force C-130 provides aero-medevac for soldiers
wounded in Marawi

From Update Philippines (Jun 4): Air Force C-130 provides aero-medevac for soldiers wounded in Marawi

One of the five military transport C-130 aircraft of Philippine Air Force operating under 220th Airlift
Wing (220AW) has provided aero-medical evacuation for soldiers who sustained wounds from the

ongoeing operations against Maute terrorist group in Marawi Gity.

Twenty wqunded troops from Laguindingan airport in Misamis Oriental were fransported to Colonel
Jesus Villamor Air Base in Pasay City midnight of June 2.

“The direraft was instantiy reconfiaured for astomedical evacuation,” 220AW said. “The patients
were transferred to military treatment facilities in Manila where it housed advanced equipment and

specialized doctors.”

220AW said much of the improvement in the aeromedical evacuation survival rates can be attributed to the
very quick response time of the C-130 aircrew including the member of the 5-7 team on-board to support

similar missions.

“The significant impact of these airlift missions will result to the increased morale of our troops, Knowing

that in these unfortunate circumstances, your airiifters will provide the fastest possible means of air
evacuation to ensure that our injured troops will receive the best medical care they deserve,” 220AW said.

hitps/www.update. ph/2017/06/gir-force-¢-1 30-provides-aero-medevac-for-soldiers-wounded-in-
marawi/ 17868
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NPA- Maute alignment denied

From the Visayan Daily Star (Jun 5): NPA- Maute alignment denied

The 303rd infantry Brigade vesterday sald there is no truth to reports of an alleged alignment

Capt. Eduardo Precioso, 303rd Infantry Brigade Civil Military Qperations officer,said vesterday “The
current security situation in Negros Island Region is manageable”.

“We do not have reports of terror groups in the NIR, nor an altiance of NPA and terror

groups?”. Precioso stressed.

“However, as part of our additional preemptive security measures in the region against terror attacks, we
have been enhancing our security patrols, particularly in the coastal and maritime areas,” he said.

Senior Supt. Henry Bifas, provincial police director of Negros Oriental, described as “false” a report noted
to have circulated during the first and second weeks of May.

Rinas said it was further verified by the municipal officials of Basay City in Negros Oriental, that the alleged
group of NPA and the personalities mentioned, did not exist.

Meanwhile, Precioso said that, coordinating corferences with the different security sectors, iocal
government units, and government agencies, as well as civil organizations are being conducted to further

enhance the preemptive measures against terrorism and lawless activities in the region.

At the same time. Precioso also said he was not the source of the information, that was published
in a local newsnaper.quoting him as saying that the NPA faction had pledged allegiance to a faction
of the Maute Group under a certain Commander Ayman Saiaam in Basay City. Nearos Oriental,

“These statements are not true. nor are they being confirmed by the Army,” he said,

precioso lamented that the statements atiributed to him had brought confusion and aiarm in Negros.

He also said that the state security forces in Negros are only confronting NPA groups.

But with the ongoing government actions against terror groups in Mindanao. Precioso said " YWe cannot
discount the possibility that terrorism might spillover to the region or they might create a scenario to divert

the attention of the government”.

We are appealing to the public to take part in monitoring any unusual activities in the region as part of their

social responsibility.

hito://www, visavandailystar.com/2017/J une/05/topstory7.him
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Negros, Panay soldiers killed in Marawi battles, Army says

From the Visayan Daily Star (Jun 5): Negros, Panay soldiers killed in Marawi battles, Army says

Four Armyv soldiers from Negros and Panay have died in the series of gunbatiles with the Maute
terror groun in Marawi City, Lanago del Norie S

The 15th Infantry Battalion, that had been dispatched by the 3rd infantry Division to Mindanao
several vears ago, suffered three casuaities in the ongoing clearing of Marawi City of 1SiS-inspired

Maute terrorist group.

Killed were SSat. Joseph Villanueva of Brav.Puso, La Castellana in Negros Occ_i_glentas. Sgt. -
Throlenkage of Mambusaop.Capiz and PFC Anthony Capulot of Leon lioilo, all members of the 15th

infantry Battalion, military records show,

A C-130 Air Force cargo plane defivered the bodies of the three slain Army soldiers to Negros
Occidental lloilo and Capiz on Saturday. They are now with their families.

The three Army soldiers, as well as Army 2Lt MacGlenAbuvabor, 3 member of the elite Light
Reaction Company, of Bais City, Negros Oriental, died in the Marawigunbattie, that has been raging for

more than a week now,

Aside from the 151B, the 11th infantry Battalion had alsc been dispatched last year by the 3rd Infantry
Division to Zamboanga City, as ordered by the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

Ma. Gen. Jon Aying, 3D commander, however, said that there is no advice to pull out more troops from
Negros island Region. to be displayed inMarawi siege.

Late last year, the the 302nd Infantry Brigade and the 47th Infantry Battalion were alsc pulled out from
Negros, as the 31D area of operations was expanded {o Central Visayas, including Cebu and Bohol.

This prompted the 3ID to organize the 1st and 2nd Negros Island Geographical Battalions, that are
composed of about 1,000 members of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit and Philippine Army

reservists, to augment reguiar Army soldiers in the conduct of non-traditionat military activities.

The dates of that burials of the four Army soidiers have vet fo be determined. But they are expected o be
accorded full military honors, the 31D Public Affairs Division Office said.

httn: www visavandailvstar.com/201 7/ June/0540psiory. him
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Terrorists wound 2 soldiers during Marawi 'humanitarian
pause’

From Rappler {Jun 5): Terrorists wound 2 soldiers during Marawi 'humanitarian pause’

ONGOING CLASHES. A policeman shows a .50mm caliber bullet from the Maute Group sniper who fired
at themn. FPhoto by Bobby Lagsa/Rappler

Terrorists in Marawi City wounded two soldiers during the 4-hour humanitarian pause declared by

the government on Sunday, June 4.

"It is saddening to note that, despite the efforts of 3rd party facilitators, there were viotations
committed by criminals in the area. They caused the wounding of two of our men who were
escorting the humanifarians into the area” said Armed Forces of the Phifippmes {AFPY spokesman
Brigadier General Restituto Padilia on Monday, June 5.

He was holding a press conference at the Palace alongside Presidential Spokesman Ernesto Abella.
The humanitarian pause from 8 am to noon on Sunday was facilitated by Bangsamoro peace process
government panel chairperson Irene Santiago, with the help of the Moro Isiamic Liberation Front {MILF),

The pause is an implementation of the "peace corridor” esiablished by President Kodrigo Duterle.

According to Abella. during the pause, 179 civilians were rescued from Marawi City where Maute

Group members continue to hold certain areas,

There was never a “100%" guarantee that armed elements of the group would respect the
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humanitarian pause, sald Padilla,

"The risks are really high sc we salute all the men and women involved in the humanitarian pause

yesterday," he said.

The military will gontinue helping aid groups reach civitians.in need of rescue and assistance..

Abelia said that, as of 6 pm on June 4, the government has provided P45.3 million worth of food and non-
food assistance to those affected by the Marawi crisis.

A total of 37.640 families or 185,878 persons have been displaced in Northern Mindanao and the
Autonomois Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). Of these, 3,768 families or 18,065 persons are in

28 evacuation centers.

Civitian casualties rose to 20 as of June 4, after a terrorist sniper shot a civilian on Saturday, June 3. The
Rumber of enemies killad remains at 120 while the number of government casualties is at 38. Ten of the

casualties on the government side were soldiers killed in a botched military air strike.

Padilia said the Maute Group holds only around 10% of the city. Efforts of the military to flush them
out completely are being hampered by the terrorists' use of civilians as human shieids and
mosaues and madrasas as attack staging areas. (READ: Military won't meet June 2 deadline to end

Marawi siage)

AFP chief General Eduardo Afio has instructed ground commanders to "do everything 1o avoid” bombing

these mosques.

The clashes in Marawi City began on May 23 and prompted Duterte to declare martial law in the entire
Mindanao that same day. The 1987 Constitution states martial law must not exceed 60 days and any
extension has to be approved by Congress. (READ: Martial Law 101: Things you should know)

http:/fwww . rappler.comination/1 72006-terrorists-wound-soldiers-humanitarian-pause-marawi
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Military studying possibility of attacking Marawi mosques
From Rappler (Jun 5): Military studying possibility of attacking Marawi mosques

Maute Group members continue to stage attacks from Marawi mosques and madrasas, which are

MARAW! CRISIS. Smoke rises near a public market after military attack helicopters fired rockets on the
positions of Muslim exiremists in Marawi Gity on May 25, 2017. Photo by Ted AljibefAgence France-Presse

The Philippine military is considering bombing mosaues where Maute Group members are staging
attacks on troops as pressure mounts for them to end the Marawi crisis,

“That is a matter we are studying carefully,” he said on Monday, June 5 during a chance interview in

Matacafiang.

The use by terrorists of mosques and madrasas as areas from which fo stage atfacks on
government forces is a major reason why they gontinue to hold around 10% of the city under their

control, said Padilla.

Some of these religious buildings are being used as “sniper nests” by terrorists affording them
good vantage points and protection, given the international laws against attacks on placges of

worshin and other cultural property.

These same conventions are why the military is considering targeting mesques as a last resort.

“Our Chief of Staff has instructions tc ground commanders to do everything to avoid this course of action.”
said Padifla,
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The military continues to call on terrorists to surrender and avoid occupying places of worship.

There are exceptions to the rule against attacking cultural property during an armed conflict, said

Padiliza.

insist on staving in that place there are provisions internationally that say they can be targeted.”
said Padilla.

The 1954 Hague Convention for the Profection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict calls on countries to refrain from “anv act of hostility directed against such property.”

However, the accord, signed by the Philippines, says such a rule can be walved in cases of
“imperative military necessity.”

This waiver can onlv be invoked if an officer commanding a force the size of a battalion or larger
determines there is imperative military necessary to target a cultural property.

Hague Convention rules also reguire that the military give advance warning when the cultural

property will be attacked.

The Marawi crisis enters inic iis 14th day on Monday, June 5. The martial law in Mindanao declared by
President Rodrige Duterte due to the crisis also enters infc its 14th day.

hitp:iwww. rappler.com/nation/172014-military-possibility-mosques-attacks-marawi
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PHP20-M bounty offered for Hapilon,
Maute brothers — AFP

MANILA,.June 5 -- A cool PHP20 million awaits anyone.who.can.give vital information that could 1880 10 .. e

the arrest and neutralization of Abu Sayyaf leader and [S!S "Emir" in the Philippines, Isniton Hapilon and
Abdullah and Omar Maute, the heads of the terror group now being cornered by security forces in Marawi

City.
The money will come from President Redrigo Duterte, said Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-
staff Gen. Eduardo Afio on Monday.

The PHP10 million is aliotted for Hapilon and PHPS million for each of the Maute brothers.

“The President is offering PHP 10 million-reward money for the neutralization of Isnilon Hapilon who is
believed 1o be leading the terrorist Maute-ISIS group in attacking Marawi City,” Afio disclosed.

Fighting in Marawi City started last May 23 when government troops tried to arrest the wounded terrorist
leader.

The amount is aside the USD35 million-bounty offered by the US government for Hapiion.

The latter, a senior leader of the Abu Sayyaf, has an outstanding warrant of arrest for kidnapping with
ransom and serious illegal detention.

He also has a PHP7.4 million standing bounty from the Philippine government.

“The Armed Forces of the Philippines welcomes the prencuncement of President Duterte. We hope that
this will bear significant accomplishments ieading to the eventual arrest and neutralization of fsnilon

Hapilon and the Maute Brothers,” Afic said. (PNA}

www.dwdd.com .
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ISIS figures in PHL being validated — AFP

MANILA, June 5 — The Armed Forces of the Philippine {AFP) is validating reports regarding claims that
1,200 1815 operatives are currently in the country.

This was stressed by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo Monday even as he announced
that these figures did not come from the military.
"And if there is such a number, it might include all the local terrorists in the Philippines,” he added in
Filipino.
"We are going 1o validate that number, we can't say that it is wrong (for now as) it has to go through a
process of validation,” Arevalo stressed.

These figures make i more relevant that focused military operations against the Maute Group terrorists
and their allies in Marawi City be conducted until all of the lawless elementis are neutralized.

"Qur objective now is to neutralize them and to ensure (that) after this incident or the conflict in Marawi
City, they will lose their capacity to mount another terror act or rebellion against the government,” he noted.

Eariier, Indonesia Defense Minister Ryamizard Ryacudu claimed there 1,200 ISIS fighters in the
Philippines, of which 40 are Indonesian,

He added only cooperation, understanding and consensus can prevert these terrorists from sefting up
rocts in Southeast Asia. {Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)

www. dwdd.com
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Marine troops in Marawi City to get first
track in US donated anti-terror weapons,

MANILA, June 5 - Marine units, currently engaged against the Maute Group remnants in Marawi City, will be
among the first recipients of the brand-new anti-terror weapons and equipment donated by the US Government.

This was bared Monday by Philippine Marine Corps (PMC} head Major Gen. Emmanuel Salamat at the
sidelights of the turn-over ceremonies held at Marine Barracks Rudiardo Brown, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.

Handed by US Joint Military Assistance Group representatives were 300 M-4 carbines, 200 Glock 21 pistols, 25
units combat rubber raiding craft, 100 M-203 rail mounted grenade launchers, 30 outboard moior, and four M-

134D Gatling-style machine gun.
Salamat said the transfer of the weapons highiights the long-standing cooperation with the US.

"We are just continuing our cooperation and engagement and this is also a product of iong years of hard work,
this agreement has been workad on since 2013 so its a product of a long cooperation even before my

predecessor,” the PMC chief added.

When asked on what units will get first crack on the US donated weapons and gears, Salamat said PMC units
now in Marawi City are the priority in the distribution.

"We will give this {(weapons and equipment) to our troops in Marawi City," he said. {Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)

www.dwdd.com
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arines receives counter terrorism
equipment from US

ot
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Manila — Commandant of the Philippine Marine Corps (PMC) Maj. Gen. Emmanuel Salamat accepted new
counter-terrorism weapons and equipment from United States Embassy military representatives during a

transfer ceremony at PMC Headguarters in Taguig, June 5.

Officlals from the Joint United States Military Assistance Group (JUSMAG) turned over weapons and
equipment delivered recently under the U.S. government’s Counterterrorism Train and Equip Program at a
ceremony at PMC Headguarters. This equipment will enhance the PMC’s counterterrorism capabilities,
and help protect Philippine Marines actively engaged in counterterrorism operations in the southern

Philippines.

The weapons and equipment inciude 300 M4 carbines, 20C Glock 21 pistols, 4 M134D Gatling-style
machine guns, and 100 M203 grenade faunchers delivered May 18-22 to Clark Air Basa. JUSMAG also
deiivered 25 new Combat Rubber Raiding Craft (CRRC) with outboard motors May 30 {o PMC
Headguarters. The PMC's inshore Boat Battalion and Marine Special Operations Group have already
empiloyed previous U5 Counterterrorism Train and Equip gear in ongoing combat operations in the

southern Philippines.

Since 2007, representatives from JUSMAG have deilvered and programmed Php7.3 billion of military
equipment to the Philippine Marine Corps and other branches of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)

{o enhance countertenorism capabilities. in addition, the AFP has procured smali-arms weapons, water
crafl, unmanned aerial vehicles, and personal profective equipment as part of the U.S. government's

Foreign Mifitary Sales system and other programs.

Over the last five vears, the U.S. government has allocaled Php15 billion of grant funding o provide the
AFP with equipment, including corresponding upgrades and training. The equipment transfers and
continued bilateral training and exercises demonstrate the commitment of the United States to work with

the Philippines towards building safer communities and eradicating globa! terror networks.

Attached is more information on the U.S, Counter-terrorism Train and Equip Program. Please follow this
link for photos and videos of the transfer and turnover ceremony.
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