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The militarylhas provided video footage of a terrorists’ meeting that 0fferé arare glimpse
into the planning of the Abu Sayyaf-Maute attack of Marawi City

' operation s of the terronsts who fol:
through two weeks ago with -
E ;..an ‘unprecedented assault ‘on the
 lakeside city . of : Martawi, ‘parts’ of
- which they still occupy today. :
he 1mages aiso provade the ﬁrst
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AfrArmy official allowed AY
to record the vuieo as it played

lzon bounty onhis head B
duas The footage 15 beheved to be the

ered the video on @ cell phone'

!“

Full-blown’ febellion” was un-
derway shoutd convin e'__ s_kep-

e

s Iproiﬁem .
S Government: troop d}.scov—

they se1zed during. aMay 23 raid
oita Maravm safe house where
Hapzlon “and ‘other . mﬁitants
were believed to be hiding:

. The military said the mdeo

h&& been filmed a day of two:
earlier Ttwag not p0351b1e to m—_-

depe d_entiy verify thatclaim.
~Butaseparate: scréen grab- of

the same meetmg, obtaxned by

AP froman antiterrorism agent,

shswed acalendar the mlhtants_

were wrltlng on that was dated
2017,

,"'..u.. Fowan LAIEE VU{'.SL'C AFFA - e

~‘smoke imhalation. but there had -
been no emdenr:e to back that":

Iatm

POliCE 1ns1st the mot;ve was
j robbery, and the gunman’s fam-

ily says he was a’ disgriintled

. gambling addict,

Still, the episode hlghIIghted

" what Speaker Pantaleon Al-
- varez described as the "unset-
tling- inadequacy" of public se-

curity in Metro Manila. The at-

[T —
' -
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ERRORPLO This image taken from vi or H. . g, f 0‘!1. eft .n.. a. Imee et te
R P hi an undsted video shows Isnilon Ha j i ) .D orist leade:
i r § pifon {(second, g st leaders
:I an ‘undxsc!csed location to plot the seizure of Marawi City (photo balow). From left are Ar I:u:.ibu s} Ei-i d, H : i i ]A
i . . ps/Hafid, apilen, Owayda bdul

e ——————— .

P e |

Mindanao. . : g
© o The tWo biggest Moro rebel
groups, wiich‘have engaged in
peace. talks “with. the govern-
ment, have not backed the mili-
tants hojattacke:d_mgtai?ﬁ? and
offered o Help bring the siege
b0 B RRAL s i
Hapilon's ~militant alliance
aims 1o establish a “wilayat,”:0r
a- provincial - territory, which

- will form part of a caliphate in
- Southeast Asia, according to ex-
Cpertsi : e

WAt Duterte hassaid govern-
ment forces will never . allow

_them to'do that or break away
‘from the Philippines. —a? .
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! : “Nestor ’\_/Iondm, 1
Davao checkpnmt commander, )
-stopped the van when they noticed one
- of the passengeis was wearing asurg
mask: and bme'a-xesemblance' 0 C
amora: ' :
L ”Our men wére wmdexmg
* amiora refused to drop the blankethen
to coverhimself. No matter what and h
- ourmen asked himto doit, hestilltefused -
- fo get the blanket off. That was why our
sked ‘the grotip for identification.
‘cards and they presented different ID§:
They had so'many 1D3s,” Neri added.
“Neri said a p]‘;’co] and a grenade were .
%’emed from those in the van.
- Brig: Gen. Gilbert Gapay, deputy
_commander of the Eastern Mindanao
' Turn to Page 10
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wheft the Maute gmup it -

_’cacked the city Jast May 23"

- Cayamora reportedly. ad«.:

metted he was the owner

"of the house in Marawi but .
insisted the cash and checks

seized there werenot his.
Gapay added Cavamma
and ‘his companions ‘were

able to go to Cotabatc; C:ty_

g L.t
nside the house,”
- Of this amount, P52 m

Tion was Wrapped inplastic
~while £200,000 was qta%hed;-
_m envelopes. :
.The troops: then found-_'
- .checks worth P27 million i’

the same house; bringing the
“ total amoant to P79 milliofi. -
“" - “The:recovery -of _._thOs'e'

: and other co- LOHSP‘EIBJ‘_(‘)T‘ !
.'-Sen Panfilo Lacson gaid. ;@
He said the .owner of: the-;;
__;hou%e where the bundle was
* digcovered ';hould aiso be mn-
-vestzgated :

However, it was a‘zm pos-

‘sible that it was partof theloot
“taken by the Maute terrorists
' fmrn the b.—mkq in Marawx Uty
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trail, the military and police in-

- iié_s'{igétbrslalmwant to know::
. the ownet of the house where
“the stash :was discovered.; i

“We are just wondering

- how come there was that huge

“amount of money there,” Afio
© 'While not ruting out that

‘the money cotild be part of the *

* Nestor Espenilla Jr.

“down the source of the 1
~:and checks taken in Marawi.-
-+ Espenilla said expetts from

5

central bank is r_’éjadﬁ to track
e money

the central bank could scrufi-

nize the banknotes and checks.:

*You have to first ook at the

" physical evidence. We have ex-

perts who can'do that so it has

said the.

cks are basically a1
struments of payment {0 peo-
ple thatiswhy it is difficult to
" comment onit without seeing
. what is out there in ‘terms.of
“documents or currencies,” he
‘said.—Jaime Laude, Christina
- 'Mendez, Cecille Suerte Fe-
- lipe, Roel Parefio, Lawrence
- Agcaoili, Reuters =~ ¢ '
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1 the'reg
__.g_ufc'irgja ¢h

Police and _mili_fary'_a;ithorifies' -
s ion have been s

i

. Cotabato City Mayor
- ani-Sayadi on Wedn
: e__ze'sic’tenis;_;to@_;;e;_n_ain' _
circitlating text messages that  commn

esday tirged

- mixed with the local residents,

“secun
_trigger panic and soiw
 Tesiderits in the 3
lages) ini the oy, -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY C

'Maute terror group

li

I“;.le:__.gﬁ;ty{' :

1y situation that ¢

. 7bs
. One of the r:_iié'n'y ci'rculét.il.}g
text messages tells of a plan by the

- Sarangani last week. -

Cynthia G- .
T ":..E,n:’[I_f,r_::i’_:_qul'it,y.T o
I-:Ca“]fns-'-iazﬁi'dj'- : o d T

tertorists from Marawi Ciiy have

. -areinclose coordin

ould onfy -

fear among

rangay (vil- - 1'fo

LT e tough posture ag}iirx_st_iaw;ess} (02) 545-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
eléments thai could harm jts

toattack peace-.

sea craft) on the

shorelines of

I

Philippin

! prige

) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5285 ,

- provinces of
otabato

cler check.

the ity

implementing o

M_a)_or:'-(ienﬂ

fantry Division, also said the locai
- police and the Offce of the Magor

*“The authorities are in con-
tol. The preserit Cotabato Gty
local government’ Is known*for

constituents. There is nothing to
worry about,” he added. .- .~ ~e land.
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pamons

~Thé dead trooper was side

: .t1f1ed as Army Cpl Sameudx‘n

M chanimad. -
~ Liocal resxdents saxd a gun-

- man named Tantung, ‘who,
;Was'--:w_c)unded during the
~clashes on Sundav, died the :
next dav S

Local offmxals said the";
group was led by an Indo-
‘nesian whose plan was to

captute the detachment of the

Army’s 40th Infantry Battal-.
ionin Barangay___']’ukanahpao,’
"Mamasapano

- Thetwo faaﬁons of the oist-

_e] der sald

aying athin id
have carried out the attack

A local. offﬁ:ai sald he_

-'_'-'ieamed of the plot that the
-militants were to upload a
video of the attempt on Face-

book t6 show the presence

““of Dawlah’ Isiamya forces in

Magumda.nao DR
“That is somethmg Iocal

'e‘xemtwes in Maguindanao
“will never aliow to happen.

Local officials and their fol-
lowers will do everything

L to stop that,” the mayor
“said.. ) T

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: pacpa.armyz012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02; B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose. Sarving iflw%people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028. a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 843-9535 Local: 5285, 5285

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tei no. {02) 645-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision By 202E. & worid-class Army thai is & souice of national pride

f OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army20i2@gmall.com ~ Tel no. (02) B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

& June 2017 pahina. 2

[
i

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army20i2@gmail.com — Tel no. {02) 845-85335 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving t!';%people. Securing the land.




Army Vision. By 2028. & world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFiCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-0555 Local: 5285, 5295

% June 2017

Anc Nancuncunsst Paisrasanc Tacaws se Bavse  PB.OD

0 samilifarang limang
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)
iniulat ng Philippit
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caplé n .,§_mmm..§.. %memmmwom‘gmamﬁw is an initiative created

isiness Club

perity for All.

fier Concepeion asked for the help of the Go Negosyo
cepeion's
acific of Chris Po,

s REM Corporation, LBC led by Santi Aranerta,
SL-Agritech led by Henry Lim Bon

ine Chamber of Commerce and Industry led by its President,
% Daryanant

:]

and the Federation of Fil ipino-Chinese Chamber.

like Management. Association of the Philippines,
» and other:members are all supporting the Kapatid

Ip of Joseph Castilla; Corporal Maglaus PA; Asec. Shaliriar
adrigal, CO

§ Col. Andres Centina, CDO Mayor Oscar

as experiencing extreme poverty and conflict. Go Negosyo’s
iice January 2017. Concepeion added, “With the

¢ experiencing right now. We are one -with the
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- AMBOANGA CiTYuMarmes
"'on: Monday found ‘bundles of
.;.-banknotes and checks worth
abaut P79 million inside a house

" in Marawi City, wheré govern-
~ment forces are battling Islamic .

inspired local terrorists.

" Brig. ‘Gen, Custodio Parcon, .

g coﬁlmander of Task Gmup

P23,776,386.71 msxde a Vault _n

_the house:

~The’ soidiers aiso recovered '

"an M16 nﬂe from the house.

Busmesswnman s house

.. Parcon said the house was
owned by Mariam Kouzbary
‘Batara Dimaocor, owner of GM

ROL-MAR Construction and

Development, .

But it was unclear whether
Dimaocor had links to the ter-
rorists from the Maute group,
Parconsaid. .

“We cannot tell het relation-
-ship with the Maute. It is still
‘under investigation,” he said.

Marine Maj. Rowan Rimas,
the operations officer, said the
recovery of the stash indicated
that the terrorists were “run-
ning because the government
troops are pressing in and fo-

“cusing on destroying them.”

The Philippine National Po-

lira e2ifd the hanbnatec anrd

MYSTERIOUS CHECKS Government tr‘oops foundold w0 w0
checks issued by municipal officials in a house in Barangay

‘Raya Saduc in Marawi City. —~CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

éhecks would bé used aé evi-

dence in cases that would be
brought against the terrorists.
“That's recovered evidence
right now. It's going to be in-
vestigated and later on can be
used in a criminal case against
the suspects involved here,”
sald Chief Supt. Dionardo Car-
los, spokesperson for the PNP.
- Carlos said the recovery of
the banknotes and checks by
government forces was a blow
to the ‘terrorists because it
meant “less resources” for them.
Carlos said that besides
providing reinforcements to
the military, the PNP was also

conducting an investigation in-

preparation for the filing of
charges apainst thnse resnomnsi-

ble for the terrorist siege of

Marawi.

Praise for the Marines

Brig. Gen. Rolando Bautista,

commander of .Task Force
Marawi, commended the
Marines for their “honesty,”
adding that their action showed
that government troops were

not looting homes and busy

nesses in Marawi.
 “In contrast, the Maute [and
Abu Sayyaf] vandalized, looted
and burned school buiidings, .
hospital rooms, houses and de-
stroyed many properties in
Marawi,” Bautista said.
Sen. Panfilo Lacson also
commended the Marines for
the reraverv ag he nireed the

to Filipino troops.

“Some of themn visited here
for technical assistance,” Her- |

rera said.

Arhericans were

Sayyaf fighters.
Herrera said the enemy

force had weakened,

- "Most of them have fled
and blended with civilians as
evacuees. They left their
weapons in houses where they
had been hiding,” he said.

“This is an indication that

they. are already weak,” he
added. —wiTH REPORTS rROM
PHILIP C. TUBEZIA, CHRISTINE O.
AVENDARO AND REUTERS INO

. porters ‘that the Americans -
were not engaged in actual
ground operations but only
providing technical assistance '

" ‘He'did not say ‘whether the
providing :
drones to locate the exact posi-
tions of the Maute and Aby

Ot
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Page:

SEE STORY BELY:
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- - soldiers presont io media humﬂez
of money amounting te P52 million
*  thatware abandoned by the Mawte
Broup ata machine-gunner's pos

Palace to mobilize AMLC
in probing source of funds

ing house-to-house clear-
ing operations stumbled on

; Pi2-million cash and checks
worth 27 million in an abandoned

overnment ‘troops conduct-"

Maute Group strongho}d in Mapandx,
Marawi City; last Monday.:

Marine forces seized the huge
amount of cash stuffed in four half-sacks
and the checks, all stale, while under
constant fire from Maute snipers.

The cash and checks were ]

in Merawi City, (EPA}

I
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e “We are proud of o ur'sol(hels in the

' (HP} was very

" innocent civilia

Marawi City. -
i -“The four-hou _HP waq very pro- ..

ductxve Any opporf:umty that al}ows for__’_
¢ saving lives is.a m: T
Padillasaid, St
R “Wegobycertampmtocosteprotect.
and ensure the.s: ety of our humamtar—
.lans,” he added. e

i
i
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. Padilla also saxci that measures orpro- '

cedures ‘were put in plaee to easure that -
. Maute terronsts wor't be able to-escape .

the areahy] gommg rescued civilians.
“Hesaid screenmg wab done onres-

: cued residents. -

AFP Public Affairs Office (PAO) c}uef'

Marine Col. Edgard Arevalo said there |

. mentis unah]eto crush the rebellion funded-
: by iliegal drug money i the south - o
- The President has directed troops “to' '
destrov the. enemy," mc!udlng terrorists
. and: their eohorts indrug syn&cate‘; ass
suring He-will | support them all the way.

ow {0 overcome thein, then

this country will énd somethmg Tike -

nus the island of Mndanao Therewillbe

* breakage,” Duterté fold qolchers at Camp
‘Laicero, North Cotabato. -

~“We will have a problem becauqe
“again‘the Christians will arm them.cocal 5285, 5295

!

selves and make a‘eounter revolt and it

* would throw our countrv to the dogs,” 7 D
headded S .
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group’s: taching gun. s m the
Mapandl area, satd Armed Fo 0rc~

The troops then found checks
worth P27 ‘million in the sdme
‘housg, all paid to cash
" “The money and checks were
du]y sectired and ‘timed over
to Headquarters Task  Force
Marawi,” Padilla said. -

Investxgators are looking iato
the cash and checks fo determing
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Troops...
From Al
«That’s why their numbers
suddeniy grew, because~they
used the money 1o recruit others
into joining their fight against
us,” the intetligence official said.
Asof June 4, based on a military
repart obtained by the Manila
Stapdard, 115  terrorists—

‘including three foreigners—had

been killed, contradicting earlier
reports that 10 foreigner fighters
had died in the fighting.

A total of 38 government
troops and policemen have been
killed in action and 143 others
were wounded. The military
said 19 civilians were killed in
the clashes, while 1,236 were
rescued from the hands of the
TETTOTISLS.

Government have

forces

seized 95 high-powered fire-
arms from the Mante and Abu
Sayyaf terrorists.

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afio
said they were on track to finish-
ing the battle for Marawi City in
three days.

In Congress, a House lead-
er saig Tuesday that the cash
and checks recovered from the

Maute group house could have

come from narco-politicians.

“Jt could be drug money,” said
Surigao de! Norte Rep. Robert
Ace Barbers, chairman of the
House committee on dangerous
drugs. “The Maute fighters do
not have legitimate businesses.”

Barbers said his panel intends
to conduct a congressional probe
to find out how the Maute group
got hold of such money.

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi-
nas said it would try to identify

the source of the Maute loot..

Incoming Bangko Sentral
Governor Nestor Espeniila Jr.,
who will succeed outgoing Gov-
ernor Amando Tetangco Jr. on
July 3, said the central bank has
experts who can help trace the
source of the funds.

“You have to first look at the
physical evidence. We have ex-
perts who can do that so it has o
be jooked into,” Espenilla said.

Pregidential Spokesman Er-
nesto Abella said the recovery of
the funds debunked some claims
that troops were involved in
Jooting in the war-torn city.

“The AFP clearly shows it’s
doing its job with honor and in-
tegrity and stands on moral high
ground,” Abella said.

Senator Panfilo Lacson said
the authorities need to move
quickly to identify the financi-

" ers of .the Mavté terrorists that !

attacked Marawi City and other:
CO-COTISPIrators, o
The owner of the house where
the money was Tound should be
investigated, he added. T
He also raised the possibility
that the loot couid have been tak-
en by the Maute attackers from
the banks in Marawi City.
“Either way, | take my hat off
1o our soldiers,” Lacson said.
“No matter how battle-weary
they are and considering the risk
of life they’re going through,
they were not tempted with the
prospect of a comforiable life for
themselves and their families.
instead, and stuck to their hon-
or and integrity as professional
members of the AFP,” he added.
with Maricel V. Cruz, Macon
rRamos-Araneta and Julito G.
Rada

|
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‘the' SHSp]ClO!} of the authon .
'Gapay sand: ;

- Gapay said that when they :

- were asked fondentxﬁcatmn the -

Next page"' .
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Maute...

i From Al
* guspects presented various 1D cards, but they
" recognized Cayamora as the partriarch of the
- Maute clan,
Under questioning, he admitted to being the
" father of the Mauie brothers, said Chief Supt.
Manuel Gaerlan, police regional office direc-
tor.

“When we asked him about his real identify
he admitted that he was Cayamora Makaraya
Mante, the father of the Maute brothers and
he broke down after that [and] he cried & lot.”
Gaerlan said.

Gaerlan said that Cayamora claimed that be
went 1o Davao City for a medical checkup be-
cause he had some health problems.

“To the Maute brothers in Maraw), there
will be no swapping, only swapping of treat-
ment. Take good care of your hostages and we
will take care of your patriarch,” Gaerlan said.

Cayamora has & standing warrant of arrest
together with 89 others for five counts of kid-
napping and serious illegal detention.

Norjannsh, on the other hand, has a warrant
of arrest for illegal possesssion of biasting caps
and triggering devices.

The suspects will also be charged with re-
bellion.

Police said they seized a .45 caliber pistol, a
grenade and P363,000 from the suspects, who
will be detained at the Davao City Police Of-
fice.

Armed Forces of the Philippines chief-
of-staff Gen. Fduardo Afio on Tuesday ap-
nounced that they are now validating reports

that Omar Maute, one of the founders of the
Maute group, was killed during an airsirike in
Marawi City on May 28.

“The report is still not confirmed and we are
sti}l validating it. There is still the possibility
tha: he is alive,” he said.

Onmar, the brother of Abdullah Maute, was
earlier reported kitled in February 2016 during
the military offensive against them in Butig,
Lanao del Sur.

President Rodrigo Duterte has offered a
Pi0-million reward for information teadiag to
the arrest or killing of Abu Sayyafl ieader Is-
pilon Hapilon, and PS million for each Maute
brother.

The amount is o top of a $5-million bounty
for Hapilon offered by the US government.

Meanwhile, 2 Catholic bishop condemned the
destruction of a cathedral inside Marawi City.

Marawi Bishop Edwin de la Pefia said the
destruction of religious symbols by the terror-
ists Tevealed the true intention of the attack-
ers, saying the militants went on a sacrilegious
rampage and destroyed the St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral.

“We are angered by what happened. Our
faith has really been trampled on,” the bishop
said.

The prelate said he had seen the video of Is-
lamist militants destroying the cathedral.

Islamic State news agency Amaq released
the video, as the crisis in Marawi entered its
second week.

The video also showed some members of
the Maute tesror group, which claims affilia-
tion with 1SIS, velling “Aliahu Akbar” while
smashing religious icons, tearing up images

of Pope Francis and Pope Emeritus Benedict
X'V1, and burning the church.

“That is blasphemy! It’s unacceptable. It’s
obvious that their actions are really out of this
world. If’s demonic,” the bishop said.

“The bandits really planned to destroy and
burn the church. That’s really their plan sven
before the attack the oity,” he said.

“But we didn’t take it seriously because for
s it was unthinkable that it’s going 1o happen
in Marawi,” the prelate added.

The militants also abducted Fr. Chito Sug-
anob. the vicar general of the Marawi prela-
ture, and some staff of the cathedral and
churchgoers.

The Supreme Court on Tuesday said the Ca-
gayan de Oro City Regional Trial Court would
hear all cases against members of the Maute
terrorist group arising from their attack in
Marawi City.

Court spokesman Theodore Te also said the
Court of Appeals in Mindanao would handle
terrorism cases under the Human Security Act.

The order was in response to an earlier re-
quest from the Justice Department for the
creation of special courts outside Mindanac to
handle the Maute cases,

Justice Secretary Vitalianc Aguirre 11 said
they would appeal the order.

“It’s not okay with us because CDO is too
near to the Lanaos and Marawi City. We will
file 2 motion for reconsideration,” he said in a
text message.

Aguirre reiterated that the special courts
should be in Luzon or Visayas in order to pro-
tect the judges and the judicial systern from
possible threats and acts of violence.

|
]
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: :' mer senior official of the Moro Islamic -
- 'leeratlon Front (MILF)

L Davao city’ mstead of Tagum

and Balawa

Cayamora

"Sources said Cayamora was a for- .

Police Regional Office (PRO) 11'”.

- dlre-:,tor Manuel Gaerlan sazd Cayamo-

Group because he 1s consrdered tobe -
" one of the brains of the terrorist group.
Cayamora will 'be charged with rebel-
“Tion 'while Kongan will be charged with -
“illegal possession of blasting caps and
triggering dewces under Preszdenf:lal

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF

Ar

Decree 1866,/

“Gaerlan said there is also a stand— ‘
ing warrant of arrest against 89 other
Mauté groups that included Cayamora
for five counts of kidnapping and seri-
ous illegal detention in Lanao del Sur.

~“There are various information

being confirmed. They are attempt-

7 ing to enter the city:’ AS t0- the exact

: here " he sa1d

identifies we cannot ascertain it. We
are assuming they h ve sympathl?ers

B ng of security
Pnor to the arrest oi Cavamara ]
group, pohce forfé%s in, Magumdanao

‘tightened secuntv measuresto prevent
- militants from joining the flow of évacu-
. ees seeking refuge in Maguindanaoand
Fprévent smpathazers from remforcmg
~ the Mautes in Marawi City.

“Not only do'we have checkprnnts _

our pehce forces are conducting ag-

- gressive pairol every day;" Chief Supt.

Retben Theodore Sindae, director of
the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM) regional police said.

(With reports from Genalyn D. Kabiling ’ ral: 5283, 5295

and Ellson A. Quismorio) .
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' _glancé 10 the Islai
~-group in Ira anid Sy;

. 'sinée May 23 was arrested here
- .:on 'I‘uesday mormng

":tnarch Wou!d be detained - in
" P'hce Offlce

Cayamora L

K gan Aifonso Maute, Were'_" '
_:f_arresiged as their ‘vehicle was = _
-stopped at a security check- ~were, several - identification:: of the Maute clanis a big Blow':
‘point in’ Sfrawan, m Davaos - cardsand P363,000in cash. . -..to - the Maute-[IS] terrorist -
Torif district: ' . Esmael, the-driver, said Tin~ - -group,”.said Brig. Gen. Gilbert .
Maute is the father of gao hired himin Cotabato City' -Gapay, ‘spokesperson” for the

“Omarkhayvam: and ~Abdillah. fo transport Maute to Tagum military's Eastem Mmdanao Cayamora Maute wJOSELi.E
Maute, leaders of the Maute - City, where the terrorists’ fa- Command. Q™" TUBABILA T
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BY VECTOR REYES

I\rIILI'EARY and pohce operstlves
yesterday arrested the father of
Maute Group leaders Omar and
Abdullab Macte at a checkpoint
in Davao City.

With Cayamota Maute were four
others -- his second wife Kongan
Alfonso Balawag, his daughter
Nofjannah Maute, Norjannah’s
husband Benzarali Tingao, and
driver Alion Salazar Ismael,

The five were arrested at around
10 am. at a checkpoint in Baran-
gy Sitawan in Torl Distict. The
checkpoint was manned by fofces
from the military’s Task Force
Davao ané the Davao City police,

Omzr ané Abdu]lah Ma‘ate are

: leadmg the attack in Marawi City,
"On Monday, President Duterte

offered a bounty of P5 million
each for informationleading to the
neutralization of the Maute broth-
ets, He also put up a P10-million
reward for the neutralizadon of
Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapilen
who are with the Maute Grcup in
Marawi. -

Military offlcials beileve the
Maute brothers are holed up in a
built-up area of Marawi City. The
military earlier said it was investi-
gatifg a report that one of them
had been killed in the fighting,

Maj. Mario Tena, Task Porce

Datao spokesman, said the five

were. aboard a2 van-on theu' way

‘to a hospital in Davao City fot a
check-up, Thev came from the
“Cotabato area.” .

Tens said the group yiel&ed
P300,00G in cash.

He said the group was inter-
eepted after one of them, which
later tuened out to be Cayamora,
acted suspiciously while the vehicle
was approaching the checkpoint.

“He covered his face {with a
mask) so ouwr personnel became
suspicious of bim,” said Tena.
He said initial check showed that
the man resembled one of those
lzsteci ina posterof local terrorists.

The poster was released by the
military and the police following

FATHER

still being verified.

Asked why the President still offered a
P5-million reward for Omar, Afio said: “The
report is not yet confirmed. That’s stll for
validation and there is alsc a big possibility that

he is still alive,”

Afio expressed confidence the bounty will
facilirate the arrest of the three terrorist leaders,
He said the military has been receiving a lot of
information on the whereshouts of the three
after the bouary wus announced.

.'the May 23 attack in Maraw1 Crcy :
" by members of the Maute Group.

"The fighring has so farresulted in
the death of 120 Maute members,

38 soldiers and policemen and 20

civilians,

Tena said the suspects were
tarned over © the local police.

Norjannah is also included in
the list of wanted loca] terrorists.
Several other members of the
Maute family are in the list, includ-
ing Maute leaders,

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afio
said Omar Maute was reportedly
killed in an air strike in Mazawi City
last May 28 but the information is

See FATHER > Page B3
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‘other. 1mages said

. to: be ot hlm, such as those on FBI :

~‘wanted posters The militants: have ng ;.
--spokesman and do not eneraliy 1squel'_-

- -statements

«Thei Images show that fhei mqurgent T
- is still battling to’ regam controi with

- -airstrikes and. artillery.

=alhancf- “hag this: intention of not only
‘rebellion, but actually- -dismenibering

- aportion of the Phxhppme territory by.. 4
; be hoidmg a-Cathglic priest and many’

. occupying the whole of Marawi City and

- establishing their own Islamic state or

E gevernment ” said Afio.

i The' mﬂztarv Has an 1'ntere.st n:
; aHewmg the AP to make the footage .

public.-On Monday, six lawmakers

petitioned the Supreme Court to nul-- -

: '..before has any grcup. : gl
. tory inthe heartland ofthe Ph:.hppmes .
Islamic faith for this Iong Two weeks'
- after the conflict began; at-least 178

ped:

people ‘have been killed and the army

+The militants, who | are beheved. fo.

other hostages, have torched buildings
and destroyed at leastone chijreh. ARo

.said they occupy 10 percent of the ity

and have positioned snipers in'tall biild-

-ings. Much of the c1ty center has been

devastated...-
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\UTE NABBED [N DAVAD

AFP TOVALIDATE REPORTS
ON DEATH OF OMAR MAUTE

THE Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) will validate information that one
of the two Maute brothers was killed by
air strikes on Marawi City, mil itary chief
Gen. Eduardo Afio said on Tuesday,

This came as police and the military
nabbed the father of the Maute brothers,
Cavamora, at a checkpoint in Davao City
Tuesday morning,

AR sald information on the incident
where Omar Maute was reponedlv killed
circulated on May 28.

“The report is still not confirmed. it was

in Marawi City,” he told reporters.

The AFP chief said there was 2 “big pos-
sibility” Omar is still alive.

In a radio interview, Afo said the milj-
tary still faced at least a hundred Maute
members, mostly in the Bangolo arca, cit-
ing a report from the ground commander,

Aside from the remaining Maute, Abu
Sayyal leader Isnilon Hapilon needs (o
be “neutralized” by government 1ro0ps.

"We are seeing the Joss of their (Maute)
SNIpers, so our toops were able o hasten
their moves and it may also lead 1o the sur-
render of some rermaining Maute members,”
Afor said, ) VelicateA2
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' Gen Gilbert Gapay, deputy ¢

mander of the Eastern. Mindanao . -
- Command, in a news conference at.
: the Davao Clty Police Office. .
. Cayamora was nabbed ahmg-'__
: thh his second wife. Rongan AE
“fonso-Matite, daug I '
“Balawag-Maute, son in law Ben- -
' sarahngao, and van driver Aljon” _'-'_:glonal "Trial Court in'Lanao del Sir.
Salazar Esmael, who was released * -
by authorities. Norjanna and Ben--;e

OFF)

CE OF THE ARMY CHIEF 7.

Army C-

" Nelson Mundia said Cayamora's -

Tuesday mormng

. Thearrestwas confirmed by Brig.

sarah are husband and w1fe

béard and covering h1s body ané

'face with ‘malong

Sirawan commander Lt. Coi

of arrest for illegal possession: of fire-
" armi and blasting caps, alsoissted by
- acourt inLanaodel Siir, Gaerlan said:

- cealed his- identity by shaving hits '_ '_
- Alexander Taguri said authorities
“would further step up security in"
- Davao City and deploy more police.

_EVAL!DATE FROM Aa-*i' —

3/ pride

12) B45-9555 L ocal: 5285, 5295

' ’i‘he‘Davae regwnal pohce dlEEC—_::
or, Chief Supt Manuel Gaerlan, .

said | Layamora had four wairants
 .of arrest for: kidnapping and seri-:

s deten‘aon 1ssued bv the" e

. Cayamora 'swifealsohasawarant.

45-2555

Local; 5285, 5295

“Davad City police chief S Supt:
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Y eport
ediv kﬂled local’ %ezronstieade :

do Afio, howevet, said ground :':_.thm:! week! o
- Officials said the defenqe

torces were still validating
Omar’s réported ‘death ' an - putup by the Maute ferrorists
' 'an*strxke last May 28 _n'the city 18 crimbling and it
- Afosaid will just be a-matter of tzme
' Img was killed 3A an_a1rstr1keri -_betore thev are decxma’ced

inButigl last Februal A Turn to Page 1 8
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‘Four-hour ceasefire

and buﬂdmgs and evacuanng
134 cmhans '

We wculd ike o make'

clear that any negotiation with
the militants should be strictly
on humanitarian grounds,” said

Maranao | woman Ieader Samlra _

To avns said the ; peace cor-

ridor was ‘established because
both the military and the Maute

terror group besieging the city.

had agreed to it,
“So here, we see an openmg

for talking to the militants on.

— humanitarian = reasons,” - she

(said. . oLl

_ Itallowed afout- hour cease-
fire, from 8 a.m. to12 oo, with
rescuers ‘going ‘around homes’.

Page: é g

 plus the possibility of wreakir gif:_

massive devastation oi a city
filled with history, heru"age > he:

added.
According

who is now an'assistant secre-

le,kson Hsr-:
_Moso, a retired military officer

tary in the Office of the Prest-

:
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a_ 1ago. sal :
Was }m ntly selected

: _.E-I'Of the military's Western Min-
‘Hermoso said the " M lite ~ danao  Command,.said’ more

““than 3,300  civilians remained
roup ‘asked that those who
Evoui% sérve in the rescue teams - i {-trapped in-their homes and in

~ghould be Mustims, preferably \ ~buildings in sections of the city
- “Maranao [anci] who know the_ . ‘where government forces and.
Quranverges ' . fterrorists were locked in-com- ‘
" bat. INQ.
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ser forus it was Marawi prelamn,, and some staff of
i unthmkab}e that it s going to hap— . the cathiedral and churchgoers:
pen in Marawi,” he said. - A video circulated online showed

* Armed Forces of the Ph]hppmes__ - Suganoh: appealing to-President

: {AFP) chief Gen. Eduardo Afo'satd ~ Duterte to stop- the mﬂi’carv offen-

" the Maute group is trying to spark a  sives in Marawi: City. - _
_ rehgmquarm desecraﬁng thechurch .. . . o= — With Iaxme Laude

3%
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:..:.. UES m O'l}l’ bEIOVed Clty propel._
. ___.tles that took fanuhes $0 much.:_':

'_'_.:who Ie51gned from the Bang-

" ‘gamore Transition Commission
 (BTC) partly because of her:
A protest agamst the alrstrlke :
‘: - *Until now, the military can- -
o not giveus good assurance that -
-':__}the bombmg rans spared civil- .
ian ‘targets. ]us*r look at what .

: _happened tothe1o so}dxers who

were killed by & so-called

' _friendly ﬁre " Tomawis added,
““Wehave been calling foran -

' '__ené to the aurstnkes dince. the

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF

Ar
Duterte _appomted Tomawis to

“early part of the crisis. We have
been bothered by the’ thbught

of Maram Teduced to a collec-
tioh of debris,” she said;
‘Early this year, Président

‘best measure of the success of:;'
'government S secunty ‘opera-
‘tion should be how civilians arid
“thelr comnunities “are - being
' protected instead ofbemg made

collateral damage, thev said.

wrestle with mlhtants o
Mopping up operatmns by

* the ‘police” and” rmhtary are

slowed down by snipeérs, offi--
clals said. —WITH A REPORT FROM
JEOFFREY MAITEM ENQ

Lt "Gen. ‘Carlito_, GaIvez
Western Mindanao Command
chief, said they werelooking at
‘some 2 ,300 civilians who §till
needed to be evactated, holed""
up in ‘homes ‘and buﬂd:ngs in
sections of the city that gov-.
ernment forces continued to

‘2 845.9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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“TROOPS GAH DO I SANS REBS

By Nikko Dizon
@NilkkoDizonINQ

Magdalo party-list Rep. Gary
Alejanc on Monday said the
military and the police could
end the Marawi City siege of
the Maute group even without
the help of the New People’s
Army (NP4) and the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front
(MINLE).

Alejano said enlisting the
help of these rebel groups was
not tantamount to forging
peace and cooperation.

It would only show that the

MARAWICRISIS .

government is incapable of
ending the crisis in Marawi,
where government trogps are
battling local terrorists, Ale-
jano said in a statement.

The opposition lawinaker, &
former Marine officer, cited
the lack of interoperability
among the the military, the
MNLF and the cornmunist
rebeis as weli as the lack of
trust in each other, which
could affect combat opera-
tions.

“While the intention to
help is welcome, bestowing
complete trust on them would

“

HELF-MEJ&M

beproblematic. The soldiers do
not know each and every mmern-
ber of the NPA or the MNLE
They {soldiers) do not know
who among them had previous
connections with or are related
to the Maute and the Abu
Sayyaf,” Alejanc said.

The lawrnaker issued the
statement in reaction to Presi-
dent Duterte’s announcement
over the weekend that he had
accepted the offer of MNLF
chieftain Nur Misuari for 2,000
MNLF fighters to join the mili-
tary against the Maute group in
Marawi City. INQ '
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-Mostof themate simp'ly.:éimed-and dangerous extorts
“Tsnilon Hapilon is asurviving leader of the Abu Sa

notorious kidnap-for-r oup..
** Hapilonhas teamed up with the Maut
on Marawi City and engage state security¥orces i
terror campaign afterwerdgotout that governmenttr
sent to arrest . O T
Whatis the best way to capture such an armed extort;
By offering money i : '
where he is and lead tohisarrest. =~ .. - oo
- . And soPresident Duterte offered largebounties Monday fo
the leaders of Islamist fighters holding parts of a southernaity
as-the military warned its recapture may take longer tham
e of gunmen loyal to the Islamic State group
undreds o en-loyal to the Islamic State group a
: baﬁlmgairstrﬂces,arﬁuexg'azid groundforcesinMargr' i.;gpfe-
000 civiliansare believed tohave beentrapped{foriwoweeks -
districts held by the militants, the governmerit sai e
Théfighting has killed atleast 178 people and causeda
irter of.a million others to flee, aceprding o gov

-ds totalling 20 million pesos are o
witerte: for-the "neutralization” of Hapilon,Abduk
."and hisbrotherOmatkhayam Maute, amilitary statem
©"We hope that this will bear significant accom;
~leading to the eventiial arrest-and neutralization
Hapilon and the Maute brothers,” military chief Edu
said in the statement. =, ' Lk
Halfthe amount woiuld be for Hapilon, whom Anodescribed
as the "amir” or top leader of the ISin the country. -

" The US government also has a $5 million bounty on Hapi-
lon's head for the kidnapping and killing of US citizens, aswell =
as a standing bounty of 7.4 million peses by the Philippine
government. . S

Manila said it was fighting up to250 gunmen holed up in -
central Marawi, the largel gatlgohc nation's most important
Islamic City and home to 200,000 people: ‘ _

The gunmen are a combination of Hapilon's A5G, blamed for
the country's deadliest bombings as well as kidnappings, and
militants led by the Mautes and based in the Marawi region.

More than 224,000 residents of the city and nearby towns ",
have fled the fighting, the provincial governmentsaid Monday.

Shortly after the violence erupted Duterte imposed martial |
law in Mindanao, home to 20 miltion people, to quell what he
said was an IS bid to establish a base in the country. fi

The military warned Monday that defeating the militants,
who are also Believed to include several foreign fighters, was |
proving "difficult” even though 120 of them had been killed. |

E
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ios pz oved an m! émarmnal

':' f'hate} like. the’ Malaysian-owried

-Roonrts Wﬁrld cnuld ot be a

' hke we have: 1magmed
the,,e' kinds of establishments
5ffer-as an altematwe m Lhe
wnrld oitfside it~ o
“Some! ‘easino habﬁ,ueq cnuir}
Tio Jonget d;stmgmsh night from
“day whenever they’re playing.

" & hotel ir Macau offérs this kind

- of ambience, complete with the
raimmg ene1g1es of fake clouds
and h}ue skias fhat make its ©
cellmgs '

Carlos could ha:ve been pne
“of them. That.Was mntil he

fho 1d0nt1t3 ‘and -the motive of
Carlos's action. But the PNP was

fast—and tharﬂcfum —~in canfu'mmg
At was 1014 terror. atta('k 45 so0me
i gnvemmem had traec} to se]] it tﬂ

sum their nwupurpose‘* e :

I‘he Rusorts World mmdeut Wae
fal different from what is still
transpiring in Mar.mu, which has
caused President Duterie’s
_declaration of mama] ]aw 1n
' Mindanao, '

. But that the Mal awi s*tandstﬂl
was alsc due to the laxity in or

the lac,k of strnnger secunty

casmo ;)1 emises. WhlIP they ware
at 2 loss themselve Bs a5, wh&t ]
8 h&d hit: lhem . :

It g0k ihie Fh;hppme Natmnal :
:Pohee (PNP) several days to ess:ab]:s,h

Government also has mocilamsmt.
to kmw 1f bank trzmqfe

pobsﬂ)le involvement ‘of now
. government ﬂrgamzat:ons ( M‘(}s}
actmg in cahoots ‘of the bandltq
~.There could aiso be ramklng
mihaary ofhclais who could E}e
warkmg with the Maute Grnup, as.
‘there could have beén with the
“Abu Say:, af.: But the AFP stays’:

stlent on ‘this despite past i 5285 5295

discoveries of its properties falling

into their enemies’ hands. -
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blel

mind at
nstinct is to thros
ht, to finish'it faste

when fanatical, suicidal, ruthlessJapanese

troops systematically set about murdering -
“as many-civilians and killing as'many Fil-

ipino and American soldiers as they could, -
One of the most difficult and bicodiest

)
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Marines receives counter terrorism

“equipment from US

Posted by Lui Claudio

Manila — Commandant of the Philippine Marine Corps (PMC) Maj. Gen. Emmanuel Salamat
accepted new counter-terrorism weapons and equipment from United States Embassy military
representatives during a transfer ceremony at PMC Headquarters in Taguig, June 5.

Officials from the Joint United States Military Assistance Group (JUSMAG) turned over
weapons and equipment delivered recently under the U.S. government’'s Counterterrorism Train
and Equip Program at a ceremony at PMC Headquarters. This equipment will enhance the
PMC's counterterrorism capabilities, and help protect Philippine Marines actively engaged in

counterterrorism operations in the southern Philippines.

The weapons and equipment include 300 M4 carbines, 200 Glock 21 pistols, 4 M134D Gatling-
style machine guns, and 100 M203 grenade launchers delivered May 18-22 to Clark Air Base.
JUSMAG also delivered 25 new Combat Rubber Raiding Craft (CRRC) with outboard motors
May 30 to PMC Meadqguarters. The PMC’s inshore Boat Battalion and Marine Special
Operations Group have already employed previous U.S. Counterterrorism Train and Equip gear

in ongoing combat operations in the southern Philippines.

Since 2007, representatives from JUSMAG have delivered and programmed Php7.3 billion of
military equipment to the Philippine Marine Corps and other branches of the Armed Forces of

the Philippines (AFP) to enhance counterterrorism capabilities. In addition, the AFP has
procured small-arms weapons, water craft, unmanned aerial vehicles, and personal protective
equipment as part of the U.S. government's Foreign Military Sales system and other programs.

Over the last five years, the U.S. government has allocated Php15 billion of grant funding to
provide the AFP with equipment, including corresponding upgrades and fraining. The
equipment transfers and continued bilateral training and exercises demonsirate the
commitment of the United States fo work with the Philippines towards building safer

communities and eradicating global terror networks.

1%
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AFP now validating reports on death of
Omar Maute in Marawi air strike

~ MANILA, June 6 - Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio on
Tuesday announced that they are now validating reports that Omar Maute, one of the founders
of the Maute Group, was killed during an air strike in Marawi City last May 28.

"We are still validating the report. (his alleged death by air strike) took place fast May 28. The
report is still not confirmed and we are still validating it. There is still the possibility that he is

alive," he added.

Omar, the brother of Abdullah Maute, was earlier reported killed in February 2016 during the
military offensive against them and their cohorts in Butig, Lanao Del Sur.

Earlier, the AFP announced that President Rodrigo Duterte has offered a PHP20 million for any
information that could lead to the neutralization of Abu Sayyaf leader isnilon Hapilon and the

two Maute brothers.

The latter are the heads of the terror now being cornered by security forces in Marawi City.
A PHP10 million bounty is allotted for Hapilon and PHP5 million for each of the Maute brothers.

“The President is offering PHP 10 million-reward money for the neutralization of isnilon Hapilon
who is believed to be leading the terrorist Maute-IS!S group in attacking Marawi City," Afio

disclosed.

Fighting in Marawi City started last May 23 when government troops tried {o arrest the wounded
terrorist leader.

The amount is aside the USDS5 million-bounty offered by the US govemment for Hapiion.

Hapiion, a senior leader of the Abu Sayyaf, has an outstanding warrant of arrest for kidnapping
with ransom and serious illegal detention.

He alsc has a PHP7.4 million standing bounty from the Philippine government. {Priam F.
Nepomucenoc/PNA)
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Additional troops to be deployed to secure
cleared Marawi City areas

terrorists from reentering cleared areas in the locality, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
chief-of-staff, Gen. Eduardo Afo, said in z radio interview Tuesday.

"We have enough forces there (in Marawi City) but to be sure that they (Maute Group terrorists)
will be prevented from infiltrating into the cleared areas, we will be deploying additional troops,”

he added.

These troops will be deployed to prevent these brigands from conducting terroristic actions and
other atrocities against civilian residents.

Afio said heavy fighting is now ongoing in areas being held by remnants of the Maute Group as
the military is now focusing on clearing sniper positions. These lawless elements, Ano added,

are used in slowing down troop movements and targeting civilians.

"Once these sniper positions are cleared, we can now say that Marawi City is now fully
cleared,” he said.
Of special interest is the Maute Group positions in Bangolo as they were able to take controf of

tall buildings in the area and stocked these with weapons and bullets, showing that there is an
existing plan of the group to stage attacks in Marawi City during Ramadhan. (Priam F.,

Nepomuceno/PNA}
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Soldiers escape unscathed after attack by Abu Sayyaf

TROOPS of the 68th and 69th Infantry Battalion were attacked by alleged sub-leaders of

the Abu Sawaf group in their camp in Barangay Katian. indanan, Sulu on Saturm

The two battalions were sent {o Jolo, Sulu last Sept. 8, 2016 to help in the fight against the
terror group in the area, according to the report of the regional police of the Autonomous

Region of Muslim Mindanao (PRO-ARMM).

Investigation conducted by Indanan Municipal Police Station showed that the troops
were aftacked believed to be under ASG sub-leader Aldrin Bagadi alvas Shining and

Mujakkal Bagadi.

No casuaities on the government side were reported.

The said attack was believed to be a retaliation for the military operation conducted by
military forces last June 2 at the vicinity of Barangay Langpas, Indanan which resulted to

the apprehension of two sons of Mujakkal.

The operation also resulted to the confiscation of four motorcycles at nearby house of said ASG

group.
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Suspected Maute members nabbed in Davao City

Suspected members of the Maute Group, including its alleged fop leader Cayamora
Maute, 67, were arrested at the checkpoint of Task Force Davao in Sirawan, Toril. Davao

Lty at around 10 @ TUBSEAY. o

Police identified the other suspected Maute members as Cayamora’s second wife
Kongan Alfonso Balawag. Norjannah Balawag Maute and her alieged partner Benzarali
Tingao, and Aljon Salazar Ismael, the driver of the van they were using.

Police said they recovered a grenade and a .45 caliber pistol from the suspects’ vehicle.

In a press conference, Brig. Gen. Gilbert Gapay, martial law spokesperson for the
Eastern Mindanao Command, said Cayamora himself confirmed his identity as father of

the Maute brothers.

The Maute Group has been battling government forces in Marawi City since May 23 in a siege
that triggered a mass evacuation of residents.

The suspects were heading for Davao City on board a black Tovota Grandia for
Cayamora’s medical checkup.

Upon checking, Gapay said authorities found an aged man wrapped in a blanket that partly
covered his face lying on a passenger seat.

He said the man bore resemblance to the Maute’s top leader upon verification.
He said the police brought the suspects to the Davao City Police Office for investigation.

He said police recovered from Cayamora several identifications {{Ds) with different
names but admitted his true identity during the investigation.

He said Cayamora will be charged with rebellion and Balawag with violation of Presidential
Decree 1866 for alieged possession of blasting caps and triggering devices.

Police Regionat Office 11 director Chief Supt. Manuel Gaerlan said the arrest was a big blow to
the Maute Group as Cayamora is considered one of the brains of the terrorist group.

He said there is a standing warrant of arrest against 83 other Maute members including
Cavamora for five counts of kidnapping and serious illegal detention in Lanao del Sur.
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He said they are still verifying reports on the presence of Maute members in the city.

“There are various information being confirmed. They are attempting to enter the city. As to the
exact identifies we cannot ascertain it. We are assuming they have sympathizers here,” he said.

He said he picked up Tingao and Norjannah at Hotel Filipine in Cotabato.

He said Tingao, a friend from college, toid him that they wouid pick up passengers in Sultan
Kudarat before they would head to Tagum City.

Upon reaching Suftan Kudarat, he said they picked up another unknown couple.

He said the instruction to him changed. Instead of Tagum City, he said he was told that they
were going to Davao City.

Gaerlan said they are still studying whether they will include the driver in the rebeliion case,
given the evidence.

He said Cayamora was attended to by Central 911 because he had cough.
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Rebels attack another Cafgu detachment in North
Cotabato

Suspected communist guerrillas harassed a paramilitary detachment under the 72nd

~ Infantry Battalion in Makilala town in North Cotabato around 8:30 p.m.. Monday. an Army

official said,

Lt. Col. Harold Argamosa, commander of the 39th Infantry Battalion, said the attack was
the fifth since Mindanao was placed under a state of martial law and took place a day
before President Duterte’ scheduled visit in the province.

Argamosa said the rebel attack in Barangay Kisante, Makilala lasted only five minutes.

“We did not repi'v to'it. Our troops decided to stay put.and did not retaliate. They knew it
was just pure harassment.” said the Army colonel.

Makilala falls under the area of responsibility of the 39th IB but the 72nd IB built a detachment
of the Civilian Armed Force Geographical Unit {Cafgu) in Kisante.

Argamosa identified the attackers as members of the New Peoples’ Army (NPA) Front 51
which operates in Makilala and in the towns of Bansalan and Sta. Cruz in Davao del Sur.

The attack by the NPA in Kisante was the fifth since May 22.

On May 26, two roadside bombings by suspected communist rebels took place in
Kidapawan City wounding four policemen.

On May 29, aileged rebels attacked two members of a K@ unit, and on May 31, a Cafgu
detachment.

Duterte was expected to arrive at the headquarters of the Army’s 602nd Brigade in Carmen,
North Cotabato for his regular troop visitation, around 2 p.m. Tuesday.

The families and relatives of soldiers killed in the siege in Marawi City would be given an
opportunity to talk to the President.

At least five of the government casualties in Marawi came from North Cotabato ~ two from
Kabacan, and one each from Pikit, Aleosan, and Libungan towns.
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