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STORY BY ALLAN NAWAL AND JEOFFREY MAITEM

Thirteen Marines were killed in hostilities in Marawi City
on Friday in what was the biggest single-day toll on ﬁhe
government side since fighting began nearly three weeks
ago between troops and Islamic State-linked Abu Sayyaf
and Maute group terrorists. The fresh casualties on Friday

brought to 58 the number of government troops killed inm

the fighting. |

Arm house-to-house

ByAIIanNawal
and Jeoffrey Maitem -

pine Marines have been killed in
fresh gun battles with Islamist
militants who "have overrun
parts of southern Marawi City, a
military spokesperson said on
Saturday, in a dramatic surge in
the toll from mearly three weeks
of fighting. o
Philippine troops are strug-
gling to dislodge hundreds of
fighters, who rampaged through
the mainty Muslim city of Marawi
on May 23 flying black flags of
the Islamic State (IS) group, and.
have used bombproof turinéls;
antitank  weapons "and - human
shields to fortify their positions. .
ZLt. -Col. Jo-ar Herrera .said
the military was werifying the -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P niumber of troops wounded in 3

Friday's ferocious, sometimes ~
gun . “battles [
with the militants. - .- 0

Civ s

Philip- -

20 civilians have also ‘heen

killed, the government said. -

° Valiartsoldier = -

The militants have so far-

withstood more than two weeks
of air and ground assauits byse-’
curity forces, although the milj-
tary said they occupy only
around 10 percent of the city.
“This temporary setback has

‘not diminished our resolve a

bit,” Arevalo said. “It instead
primed up our determination to-
continue our prudent advances
to neutralize the enemy, save

the innocent lives trapped in
the fight, and set the conditions

owounded n » “raging tios
quarter combat.” e
- " Thefresh casualties brought
to 58 the number of govern:.
ment troops killed in the fight-
ing. At least 138 militants and’

k4
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- forces soldlers to. Mmdanao in
12002710 trairand advise Philip-
~pine unik 1ght1ng Abu Sayya‘f
milifants in‘a program that once
volved 1,200 Amerlcans s
_Was: discontin : .
“small presence remained forio-
. gistics and technical support.
The United States and: the
" Philippines have been allies for
decades, Their relationship pro-
vided Washington with a strate-
gic foothold in Asla, and offered
Manila a shield against China’s
assertiveness in the region.

On Saturday, the miiitary
said it was validating reports
that two Maute brothers teading
the enemy have been slain. “We
are still awaiting confirmation.
We are still validating those re-
ports but there are strong indi-
cations,” Herrera satd.

&
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¥ tcwn of Masm in Lanau del Sur, :
i aiong mth tWO wound' d'fight»:

" after her husband ‘_:Cayamora'i
. Maute, was arrested ‘trying to’
* enterDavao earlier intheweek.

Recevered from

‘Eroup were exploswes She was ¥
" allegedly on a mission to pro-
cure firearms as they prepare to.
. escape the fighting. ' '

Fighting erupted when the
military and police monitored

. Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapi-

lon, the acknowledged IS leader
here, in Marawl. But they’ were
surprised when they were met
by dozens of Maute terrorists,

"who were backed up by foreign

fighters from Malaysia, Singa-
poreand Indonesia. -
The terrorists razed build-

' ings and sacked a local Catholic

Chuteh, kidriapping its prieSt
and dozens of other parish-
ioners, The priest is believed to
be stili alive and has aired an ap-
peal for the government to end
its airstrikes, saying that the
men holding them were pre-
pared to die for their cause.
—WITH REFORTS FROM EDWIN FER-
NANDEZ, AP AND REUTERS INQ '

5 5205 |
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. amountmg to P10 billion; as -+
. promised by the President, .
will be'a multi agency effoit,”
- Abellaadded. o
“:+'The Palace ofﬁmai did not
say wherethe administration -
would source the funds for the

| program

- T to-Pége 2
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. Among the agendiesthat will _ Marawi con |
join the rebuilding efforts are - DSWD Secretary Judy Tagti
“'walo sald sincé a majority of the

“the trade, education, social wel- -
fare, public works, energy and -
‘information ‘and ‘communica-
‘tions technology «departments:.
Military -engineering brigades
will indertake the rebuilding -
projects under the supervision :
of anundersecretary. o

‘Marawi conflict.

Marawi residents are Muskm,
the agency deemed it necessary
1o provide them with financial

-assistance so they could buy:

 their food for Ramadarn. .

. .-u’I‘hey Can.usethe aSSistance o ! : o
. Another P60 million was

- to buy fruits because they are

219,339 individ

‘the displaced residents. -

5

with their relatives in Regions ~gre
- 7,710, 12, Autonornous Region .
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) - -
and Negros Island Region.: ..
. The DSWD said ithas allocat- -
‘ed more than P56 million worth
- of food ‘and non-food-iterns for - 7 ;
- theMarawicrisis..— With Sheila

issues faced by Filipinos

tended themeeting. - =
- "Robredo earlier mobilized a
team to help incproviding assis-
tance to residents displaced by

Crisostomo; Janvic Mateo ..
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: fighti .
Sayyafmﬂltants ina pmgram that once . force and the Maute terromsts contin-
,_-'mvolvedl 200 Americans. : . ues, Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief nuhtax:y'
' It was dxscontmued in’ 2015 -but a i {nformation officer, bared that 13:more

: smali jpresence remamed for ioglsttcs " Marine commandos, including a junior

- and technical Suppﬂrt . officerwholed the operation that P>@
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Bamy. 1L

adio reporf saud amongv'_those'
derick 5

to continue our prudent advan::es 10

{lie enemy, sas
pped in the fighting - .
ndmons lfor the rehabxhta__ onl

agamst time 1o’ clear the c1ty ‘of: the
Maute gunmen for the schieditled
flag-faising ceremony %omorrow

OFFICE OF THE A4

Independence Day. .

13 Marme_s

From Page 3

City has been cleared of the Maute guns
men and the flag-raising ceremonies-on
Monday will push through. .

The military said the aim was to end
the siege by Monday and raise the Philip-
pine flag as a symbol that Marawi isnot

part of the Ilamic 8o - cman euu. vacpe!

ard R

“hAs long as we: sustam the fight,.aslong

as we are able to destroy theelements of

the local terrorist group, we tan reach

‘that,” Herrera said.of the June 12 target,

President Duterte imposed martial

law.across the eniire region of Mindanao

within hours after the fighting broke out
in Marawi in the bid to quickly crush the
Islamic State-inspired Maute group. -

With Roel Parefio, Lino dela Cruz, Gerry
Lee Gorit, AFE, AL Regters ) gao-uooo Local: 5285, 5205

auny.c.u VLY AL LUT

i
i
H
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" eash and checks ‘Were kﬂled inthe

contmumg gun hattie to retake ‘Marawi

Bt ] fawaltmg conﬂrma_._ L Wer
. tmn Herrer: ofd anews conference Cgove

] phﬂcfisophy of kital; anorthodox Arabian’
&he: was 'arrested, saxd C fﬁSuperm— “belief allcwmg kﬂlmg in 1deolog1cal
" tendent ueben _Smdac Anton@_mous ~75tride. -

T The t:aptured matmarch’s mece 3 brother Qmar “Sohtamo”Ah also afor—'
Rasmla, is married to former Marawi - mer three- ferm mayor of Marawa are’
.City mayor. Sultan Fahad “Pre” Salie,” “among 185 people ordered arrested ‘by
* who was arrested by secitrity forces'at = ‘the Department of Nationat Defense for
a police checkpoint in Misamis Oriental alleged involvernent in the siege. (With
last Wednesday. reports from Francis T. Wakefield and
Ex-mayor Salie and his elder Al G Macabalang)

i
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13 MARINES KILLED TN 14-HR CLASH WITH TERRORISTS

ARAWI CITY: United |
States special forces |
¥ & are providing support
to the Philippine military
battling to dislodge Islamist
militants in a southern city,
the US embassy said Saturday,
as 13 Filipino Marines were
killed in fresh fighting.

The annouucement of US help in the embattied
southern region comes afler President Rodrigo
Duterte lras sought 1o reduce the Philippines reli-
ance on the tnited States and build much closer tes
with China and Russia.

Phitippine troups are struggling to defeat han-
dreds of fighters, who rampaged througlh Marawi
on May 23 flying black fags of the islamic State
group, and have used bomb-proof tunnels, ant-
tank weapons and civilians as human shields 1o
furtidy their positions,

Friday’s fesocious, sueel-to-street gunbailes with

o B30 muadon BBTE

!
i

i
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f"_wnh about 2,000 people believed to-
. be trapped in militant-held areas al-
. though the military said this amounts
to only around 10 percent of the city. -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHI:

- issues” in'ifs statement Saturaay. -

| pride

) 8459555 Local: 5285, 5205 |

Herrera said the militants’ tactics

‘was making it ‘harder for security

fotces to carry out attacks without -

causmgcmhan casualties and hurt- _
: mg religicus sensitivities, :

. “Thelocal tertorist groups are usmg '
“the mosque, they are enfrenched there,

They also used civilians as human -
shields... we are very preczse in our
operations to avoid collateral damage.”
- President Duterte said the militant
- attack was part of awider plot by S to
establish a base in the southem region
of Mindanao, and declared martial
law there to quell the threat.

The US Embassy said Washington

would “continue to work with the ., !

Philippines to address shared threats
1o the peace and security of our coun-

tries, including on counterterrorism -

“give position, Iaunchmg an attack

agamst the Maute.on Friday.

Troops tied to take outa machme
-gun.and sniper nest of the terrorists,
- Which were positioned.on tall build-
mgs in the village, said Herrera,© - .

Hesaid the AFP wasstl asse&smgthe
opezatzon apainstthelocal 1RO group,

On Friday, AFP spokesman Bng

" ‘Gen. Restituto Padilla Ir. said in a

news briefing the military would
be commemorating Indepenclence
‘Day in the whole city of Marawi by

)f
on, denied that the Maute attacked -
. theMarinesat thelrposmons Herrera’
- said the Marines were on the offen-

waving the flag, as instructed byAFp 2) B45.9555 Local: 5285, 5295

~Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo Afio. -

i

Hedid not say which key ofﬁoais and,

would be present, -

Padilla said the m:l:tary was
rootmg for ap end to the clashes
“hopefuily soon,”

“AFP AND DEMPSEY REYES
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: - Cordilléra pofice director; C le
; 'Sarona, cailed the attack_"

* bulldozer and a backhoe did notexptude, the order in the community. . :
Cordiltera police sa]ﬁ e EER R THOMPiCAﬁA
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STREETS OF MARAWI, Soldiers aboard their vehicles navigate a street in Marawl on June 10, 2017. United States special forces are providing support to t
Philippine troops battling to disiodge Islamist militants in the city, the US Embassy said. AFP

14
J
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| BRAVE HEART. Prestdent Redrigo Ros Duterte pins 2 miedal on
: oneof the outstanding personnet of the Army’s 603rd Brigade during & visit o a
millitary camp i Mindanao or june 9, 201 7. Presidential Photo

b
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' Filipino ”countemarts at seniorf'
levels ‘1o support - the’ govern-- -
merit's counterterrorismn efforts;

“The United States is a proud al-

ly of the Philippines, and we will

continue to. . work: with the
Philippines . to_address shared

_threats'to the peace and security
-of ourcountries, lncludmg coun-
-terterronsm issues,” itsaid. - .
CThe” asswtance ‘comes after?-
“moniths ‘of ‘strain between the .
“two éngtime ‘allies’ that was
stoked by President. Duterte" 5
_ hpstlhty toward - Washington,-
-and his pledges o throw US
troopsout of the country, 7

halted in 2015,'but’ a’ smalipresx

ence remained for logistics and
technical support. '
- .The two nations have been'
allies for decades. The relation-
ship provided Washirigton with a
strategic foothold in Asid, and of-
fered Manila a shield against Chi-
na’s assertiveness inthe region.
But Mr. Duterte; since as-
suming ‘power last year, has

‘openly scorned the alliance, see-

ing it as an obstacle to a rap-
prochement with China, and has

" repeatedly lambasted Washing-

ton for treating his country as a
lackey. —reuters

J
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ments on Iune 13, 14. and 15

i wal aisé ordered o file'a ‘con
i ﬁmment nut iater
t‘nan nioon‘of june 12, -

. The three . petltmns assaﬂ
Mr. Duterte’s Proclamation No.

216, ‘which imposed military

rule and suspended the writ of
habeas corpus in Mindanao fol-

slicitor General Jose C‘.ahd ;

cial; _mterference ‘on: congre
smnaiprerogatwes

equ bra.nches of government
mvolved m the petlt;on. We wzll

Court's decision,” he said. . .
.Meanwhile, Abella called on-
people to shun “petty politics™

73

_serve comment .on this ‘mat- <
" ter,"excépt to repeat the Presi- -
-Hent’s statement yesterday that
he will follow- the Supreme .

:Abelia made the ‘statement’

--days after Justice Secretary Vi-
“taliano -Aguirre drewflak for
. trylng to implicaté members of

‘the pohncal opposition in the
Marawisiege. INQ = =~ ~ :

Cea
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ute area, .
irstrike launghed -

nEerrotists’ position’ g

ilitary protocol

SN 2V with boribproof tunnals 1
‘Areas hald by Maute Include tiosgues with o restrictiontake

"calls for mosqties ahd'islémiés_chnu!si“t'o‘ba--aﬁé e frar alrs ke
1 advantage by tervorists, 2
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Omi khayam Maute
Abdullah’s younger™:
brother and coleader

: _Operauons Momtormg and: Informauon Cérniter, Report No.at:
N :F:gures arg’ constant!y changmg due to ongomgdata val ldatlon ams

MusimMmdanao :

‘Peace corridor

2015popu1atmn S
- Civil society.groups,

'MARAWT POPULATION religious leaders, the "~ - ¢

BY ETHNICITY, 2010 government and the MILF . _ _

7 e - have beenmstrumentalm- R

i negot:atmgasafe passage .. -G

f o= - for iundreds of civilians - -

j Cobwana during ceasefires. ... -

§ Minorities - L e .

i Others : B R R - Ce!éhagé's..:. §
.0 Cdsboy T NIsdets 15000 Cdemeel i B B R e H -
B Maﬂsa;ta " a8 Meguindanao @Hiilwyr;pn.lianggu 2’305 peoplefkrn: i} ) . .'
 tagatog %‘v Tausip ’ Populatlon den51ty, 2015 _'d Malabang -

i
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Marines f‘nd bund!es ofbank hotes and checks worth
: '-P79 iifion inside’d hotse'at Batang

Ml]atary defends airstrikes, saying use-of forc
dedto meet “stlﬂ’er resnstance” frcm t’he termrnsts i

ommunist Febaisits fight al ongsme
; gains ES terror;sts

ll;tary conﬁrms that 3 forces hava provided technic
‘support but have

n'over Maute positiol
May 31when a Bombhit Army :
. froops and kifled 10 soidiers., and
wounded seven others :

. ..'Gen 'Eduardo Ano,AFP chlef of staff says 70 percent ofthe
el _.c:ty has been reclalmed by the mi%ltary T
Mayge ' _ :
e Mlletary says it has kailed 89 terfonsts aﬁd has cleared a£mosi
50 percen‘t of the n:lty -

H 'The'ihternéhonal Committee of the Red Crdss'says an -

- pw«- m.ﬁ-ﬂ.{ 3’?{_\9 ,-.@,\F,l.-, m—c nhll +w-pn’.d ) !ul---u 5 -

'Communist negotlators of‘fer a ceaseﬂre and depioyment of
- guerrillas against local terrorists, . ! =

. oo o § o L ) Among the s[am gunmen are exght forexgn mxfftants mcludmg a:
" About200-300 militants contalned at Barangay Banggolo. - Chechen, a Yemeni and several Malaysian and Indonesian fighters. -
. Lorenzana says the government believes tha gunmen are - -Among thelargest militar c:asua!t;es are13 '
being backed by the IS because of the mannet hy whlch they Y Marinesiiiled on friday.
fight.
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ings, pockmarked- with " bullet

holes while concrete rubbie Tit-,

' j_“-We want to tell our:coun=- tered the streets—-scenes simi-

R “Bangcn Maram ‘Wlﬂ beun-; rymen’ in- CMarawd that we'.__ larto thelS hatﬁegrounds in the
dertaken by “the engineering” “Wl}l ot leave ‘Marawi just like MiddleEast. WNQ -
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“gle ‘mother of 10 $aid, "H
wish. thts su:uation is-over ncw
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$0 we can go home already.”
. Sarah -said their s1tuaf:10n
could possibly be better if the

. botnbing of Marawi Cltjf andthe

! military gperations were térmi-
iated altogether.

““rhat's why we are appeal-

ing‘to President Duterte to lift
! martiallaw: already,” shesatdof .
" the::

Pre51dents - declaration

' placmg Mindanao under -mili-

OFFICE(

tary rule after terror groups at-

tacked Marawi on May 23.

* Sarah said she ‘was making
the same appeal to the Maute
and Abu Sayyaf gunmen “to
leave Marawi.” -

“Leave us alone in peace
shesaid. -

'tacked Maraw1 at the height of
_ Ramadan andit’s partly becatise”
-of you why [Maraw1 s} now m_

rums * she said.
“Mangoda Dit acai

Barangay Saduc, said they were = - i
. living peacefully until the gun-

men sowed chaos m their cxty
lastmonth.

everywhere,” Dimacaling said.
The father of three said he

‘was tending his small store when_ ]

the¢lashes became serious.:

I did not bother about my'
wares anymore. My family was-
what mattered to me,” he said,

recounting: how he dashed home

y I i
“and’ ‘ended ‘up at the Gumam:
pong Al Cultural Center here,

Mﬂa said her anger .at the

Maute group could not be mea-
“sured. She tecounted how ‘her
: children ‘had to carry her ‘be-
“T-saw ne1ghbors stumbhng'j _cause it would have kﬂled her if
as they tried to-locate farmily

" members. There was hysteria

she walked on her’ own durmg

“their] journey through thehills.

. “We walked barefoot for the

:',"whaie day and the whole night.
We didn’t have food, we didn’t

have water. All we were ‘thirk-
ing of was to be safe. We cannot
use ‘the roads because fighting
was everywhere . and buliets
could hitus,” Mﬂa sazd mNe

. 5285, 5295
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opment especmll' -
regarding the Mau’ce-terronst
Qgroup, id,
‘Ernest Abelld.
tibn Radyo Pilipinas.
" The attack by the Maute group in
‘Marawi led to the displacement of

prormsed o put artend to the destruc-
tion tomorrow, when the country
.observesits Independence Day. ...

9

kesman o

ands f famili ies a:nd the' death_

Page: |

somehme in December Iast year aiso :
y1e1ded explosxves SR
Rormato is said to be.a ﬁerceiy as--

- tute businésswoman and politician.

She reportediy managesseveral bizsi~
ness interests, including. renting.o

‘several buildings inQuezon: Clty and

other key cities in thecourntry. "
She is also said to have adm:ms~
tered the Maute-owned houses in

- Higan, Cotabato and Davao'cities:

Brig. Gen. Gilbert Gapay, Armed
Forces Fastern Mindahat Command
(Eastmincor) deputy ‘commander, :
said that Romato “has so many
houses” that if Cayamora is consid-
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the signato:
dres Bonifacio Shrin

. anaoe tivists, together with human

ts advocates, filed a petition be- i
 Supreme: Coutt (SC) against °- .
- various human rights and activist

mémal law Friday afternoon.

aneotisly occtirring in the 33 cities

' leader Eufemia Campos Cullamat;
o peasant leader V1rg1110 Lincuna of

[ The petition covers fhe ‘entire-

- ‘Mindanaoas the groups alleged there
vrere fio incidents similar to what s

- happening in Marawi that are simul-"-

and 422 muriicipalities of the region.
 The petitiohers include six local
- ‘Mindanao leaders, namely, Lumad”

They wers joine

‘organizations and party-list groups:

‘Bagong Alyansang Makabayan secre-
“tary-general Renato Reyes; Karapatan
‘secretary-general Cristina Palabay,
“Samahan ng Ex-Detenido Laban sa
‘Detensyon-at Aresto chairperson
‘Marie Enriquez, ACT Teachers party-

“Hist Rep. Antonio Tinio, Kabataan

party-list Rep. Sarah Jane Elago and

‘Gabriela deputy secretary-general

Jovita Montes, among others: .~ .

al
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théra isno‘cor
: pellmg reasontodos

- = With Rhodina Villanueva, Evely‘;
Maca1ran, Gﬂbert Bayoran L
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ed on Wahabmm, whichiis
deﬁned as'an ultra-conservatl_t;@ form
- of Islam that'calls for the harsh ang
stringerit. teachings’ ofthe Koran and '
for

Justifies: punishmen

- During: thém Mayzs attack dﬁ.OS
" cmculatm 10

g ;executing
s, 8 generaﬂycreahng

i mayhem

[ : , there are
reports .clanmng that' these lavxfless
elements: segregated Christians, ‘and
;' executed them. regardiess of g'e

Land Sex.:
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. éhosen to spearhead
tion and the rehablhtatwn,program._z. _ agement Councﬂ (NDRRMC) e

92
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- the tmggers atnsin the: ongrinw th—:

g outhesﬁancexfwereﬁxse,..‘

“But 'we said, in"reply;
ﬁght'm_defens ofri

vrong”ip;

it :'::edPremdentDutertefto alm sty

Mdcapaar, who heads the MILF

e Western MmdanaoComman oV

e cupymg VztaI piace,

héppened as aresult'of the “wrong”
.Intexprefatmn and enforcement of

jihad by rmhtants and their leaders :

‘ Macapaar said.;

.51 appeal f:o you our younger .
'hrethren to leave our place (Marawi -
“Cltsialong vmth your feliowers » he .
7. lowing the: “slatighter” of his kin by

“soldiers.and Catholic militias in the

Macapaar was refemng to Lanao
‘Sur-based brothers Abdullah and
Omar Maute, and Alim Owaida
(known in person as Ustaz Omam
Abdulnajid, as well as Isnilon Hapi-

lon, the Abu Sayyaf leader and ISIS-

anointed “emir” for Soufheast Asia.
“We cannot blame anyone for this
(malady) but you, our younger coun-

OFFICE OF THE AR terparts * Macapaar said.

..... T e

If. such, F regrettabie” havocs: :

- In hls 17~mmute wdeovfoota'ge, -

w0 the bIoody attacks of some towns
in Lando.del Norte followmg the’:

" botched’ sigring of the governmient:
MILF’s memorandum of agreement

-on ancestral domam (MOAwAI?)) in

2008, .
Macapaar now in. h;s mnd—éOs,

started to fight for Bangsamoro
seif. determ.matmn at the age of 5.fol-

-dark days of Marcos’ martial rule, ac-
-cording to foreign wires reports that
described him as the “most powerf:ﬂ”
MILF fighter in Lanao region. -

In his Thursday video message
he asked the public to rally the open-
ing of “peace.corridors” by the joint
government-MILF workers for the

- retrieval of trapped residents and
smooth delivery of relief goods to

*

+5-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
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THE WATION'S mms

g Presxdent, all: re!evant departm nts,
;. Mindanao DevelopmentAuthonty,»and
. -thelocal: governments of Marawi Cxty
.- -and Lanao del Sur, Castelo said, :
iy “Toaddress: unmedxaterehab}hta-::
. -.:tmn needs for 2017, Malacafiang may -
! -have to; xmt $0:Congress when it re-
I S0rmes session’a supplementa udget'

- bill” he'added.” Lo e

sothat: Congres may passit
Odays_’.f“he_ i
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' ﬁght to end the culnsts -terro;r attack"-'.
: several hlgh powered ﬁrearms and 1rnn _m Marawi and preempt their atro- “terroy group, including purchasing

’ __prmr;sed explosxves _ ciousplans in the' ennre natlon, . veh
- Masitris among 39 Iowns'ofianao de] Sindacsaid. o -‘lc'fes und?-;\};r&%%?ﬁ!oﬁl\m

Sur’sﬁrst district, mare or less 3{}k1!omeu_ © The Maute matuarch was ex-- - DEMPSEY REYES
. ters away from Matawi: City. It is next to ' ' o
: Bung, the hometowu ‘of the Matte dan

S »Arrested A2

vellfance for years'for'ﬁnancmg the
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gobyemo, sama-samia. Sabi ko, = Ina baka lahat ng
“tamang sundalo ko sa ikad. Wala:sa harap [The NPA
offered but they're also fighting the government. 1
“gaid, it might turn-out that my soldners will _}US’E be
= shot atthe back]” Ditertesald.. 7 :
-t not because ] do not trust thern- bu‘e it snmply’
" toeés notfit into the picture’ hé added: i

.- Aside from commun;sts guenllas, Duterte !rkewme

-1

7 ,
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g

P Duterte told Solitarso
‘himself to-government forces because
" hewolid really be pabbed ahd he might
i pekilled: e :
B So!itano wqud be abie to. cfear his
 narne and show he had no hand In the
Marawi incident, that ‘waitild be'the only
“time" he would ‘faik to hlrn, the Pres:dent
said.” o
The' Salic brothers were among 230
individuals .ordered for arrest by ‘the
Department of National -Defense “for
. -alleged involvement in already three-
- week siege. John Paolo Bencito
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MAUTE BRODS KILLED? MOM ARRESTED

By john Paolo Bencito

FOUNDING leaders of Maute trror-
ist group fighting the government
forces, Omar and Mhade Maute,
may have been killed in the ongo-
ing military offensives in Marawi
City, the Army said Saturday.

The news was refayed by Lt

fr- mother, Ominta: Romata ”Farhana”

B2 2 & |

[Ltiene S et e g,w T
< d R

Col, Jo-Ar Herrera, Joint Task Force
Marawi spokesperson, during a
news conference Saturday after-
noon.

“We are validating this informa-
tion but that is the report,” Herrera
sald.

Mhade was the one arguing
with Abdulah Maute in 2 video

that showed planning to invade
Marawi City.

To date, a total of 58 government
forces have been killed in the oper-
ation againstthe 1SI5-linked Maute.
‘The latest were 13 members of
Philippine Marines, Herrera said,

One of the fatalities was a Marine
company comrmander of the Ma-

' before theytried 6 et horh (50 demu' e

rine unit that recovered P52 miflion
cash and firearms of Maute.

Twelve other Marines were killed
during Friday's skirmishes, Herrera
saidl,

“We are on the .offensive mode,
we are constamtly moving to-
ward the position of enemies,

Tum to A2

e

Matte, was artested-Friday afternoon m

Maslu, Lanao del'Sur, authoritles said.

. Farhana, who reportedly acts as'a ﬁnan~
_cler to‘her sons, was nabbed together with .
twe 3n}ured militanits and seven unidentified”
"women was arrested after theit vehicle was.
- intercepted at Barangay Kormatan Tn Mastu

“Ominta, along with hls kusband Cayamora
who was earlier habbed by the:police; reared .
“and sent thelr sahs Omar and mbddlabita fs-

lamic schools in the Middle East where they
-purportedly “absorbed the “philosophy iof

.Kital, an orthodox Arabian belief. ailowlng kitl

ing Inideclogical stride, With PNA -
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. ing ¢ BT

. ﬂus startling request Bombahm na lang niyo an,
tlon %o, Sn'f Uust bom my Iocatmn, Sirt)
take down as
was taken alx_

even’ decapit ; President Rodngo Duterte tinder-

stood this very 1 wwell when he told the soldiers, “Do -
not surrender to the enemy... do not give them-the

opportunity £0
tice and treat y& likea pig only: tobeexecutedlater”
“Oni May 28, the remains-of Bayot and. his ¢ com=
rades were finally retrieved by goverriment troops
that inclhuded his father, Sgt. Larry Bayot of the 1st

Infantry Battalion. Sgt. ‘Bayot said the terrain made
it difficult to.motmt a rescué, and it took four unitsto-

finally refrieve the body of his son, whose face was

already um'ecogruzabie as it rust have been repeat-

== edly bashed in, with slashes on his neck indicating’ oo
*never let the memory of our brave sold1ers who d1ed5 5205

Of that the terrGrists must have atterpted to beheadhim:

= UmtedS tes — has been very instriimental i1 training
. .our soldiers in many aspects of warfare and even on

istreat you... . use youas target prac:— :

humariitarian assistance and disaster : response: Just
recently, the Joint US Military Assistance Group

o -delivered grenade launchers, sniper tifles and an

unmanned aerial vehicle system consisting of three
' drones to'help the AFP in it5 anti-terrorist efforts.) -

- Tris the sacrifice and bravery of soldiers like Bayot
' and others that should be acknowledged and appreci-
ated, putting their lives on the lirie for all of us The

- samé goes for members of the Philippine National

© Police ~ like the SAF 44 who lost their lives in Ma-

“masapano trying to capture Ma.laysmn bomb maker
Zulkifli Abd Hir alias Marwan, /- .

The men and women in uniform Who servé our
country deserve our respect. Very often, T ar brought
to tears when I remember the words of Douglas
McArfhur “Qld soldiers never die, they just fade
away.” Those words should remind usthat we should

for our country fade away.
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- Benator Bam Aquino for demandinga public apology.

Aguirs 'sunsubstanhated accusationis an assault on
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| not be fair afd just. Butthe

on and ‘openrdoors to peace.
President Duterte claims to. have factual reasons for
“his’ rbclamaﬂon, 50 he shorild be able to submit them
: qmckly Martial law being ‘riotwithout precedents the

_SCjustices, aided:! by their researchers and amici curiae,.

_can rendet an opinion either way in less than 30. days
i : = Psychology of the hunt— pressure -

. BEING outlaws with 2 demonstrated violent s‘creak
the Maute wartiors cari be expected to keep ﬁghtmg
“whatever ruling ishanded down by the Stipremie Court,
{10 :Oir ‘gliess is that the terrorists’ fiercely holding
L their increasingly untenable position indicates that
~the Maute brothers Omar and Abdullzh, as well as
‘terrorist leader Isnilon'Hapilori whom they have been
~protecting, are still mMaraw1 cornereci and hungry
- and possibly wounded. - i

L e

the questioned decree =

dy. soluhon 1s'to help ease.

- said st contire to funcﬁon in Mindanao: - w
Under. Sectmn 18, Article VIL 'of the Constitution;
' fhe suspension under martial law of the ‘privilege of
- the writ of habeas corpus.applies only to cases of inva-

sionand rebellion, and that persons so arrésted must:.

be reéleased if no such charges are filed in‘three days.

“With the warlike situation in Marawi having wors-

) 'ened some quarters are beginning tobe resigned to the
- government's mailed-fist handling of securzty threats
“This has been disquieting to'others;’

: Without the Supreme: Courit: rendering a qmck
dec:sxon, the public mind could be conditioned into
condoning warrantless arrests and indefinite detention
of suspects ~as the Commander-in-Chief had told the
’crooi:)l in Mindanao they ¢ould do under martial law.

e defense department announced the other day.
that it had issued arrest orders against 310 suspected

members, supporters, spies and couriers ‘of four ter-

Torist. organizations in Mindanao. We dxd not notice

test.
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g 3been substantlal ‘The dragon the’

"economy, the scar-on the national -

psyche, the towns on the peripher-
- ies thatcan’t be mtegrated intothe

: funct;onmg partof modern society L
__because they hostthe b!oody skir-.--

mlshes, have set back thenation’s

_._growih asp;ratxons for at ]east a-:
s '___fail faﬂed desp_ltg_

deprived the country of some of the .

‘best and the brightest minds - and

the most: pollncally committed.
. Who can forget these immortal

. hnes? “Where have all theyenng men,

_ gone? Into grafveyards everyone:”

. The batrieswzﬂl the MNLE which

 was the “baptism of fire” of the
young Greg Honasan and his fust-

. out-of-the-PMA contemporaries in
the early 70s, was also as bloody as
hell. The young army officers and
their enlisted men fought in a no-
man’s land, or at the very least in
unfamiliar territory, with no ruies
of engagement except two things:
kill ot be kitled.

Looking back, it was hard to

-~ the'toll on hves and property has "
bothsides callected enemy scaIps i

post-skirmish stress. Whowould net -~
* aftersurviving the hiostile marshes of
- ‘Muslim Mindanao? . -~ s

e years' of mamal'_iéw aione had o :
.-tersecuon, _a candmon Wherem_{'
the rebels can Jay down their arms’
- withoutgivingaway theirseason for -
- being, With the Left, it is seizure of

- -'l‘he'state’s'.éffoi‘ts o reach out

' and talk) peace, effons thatvested the

msurgents and thesecessionistsbar- -
gaining power ; anci Ieverage, have “

ithi the ﬁghtmg that ;
-._3MN LE the original secessionist’ :
army, in the fight ‘against the_'-'_

a4
'the Revolutl()nary Leff, and th

local affiliates of the 18182 ..

ould be, onthe verym_ T

state power and the butld;ng of a

society anchored on'its Marxist ide- .
" als: With the Muslim secesszomsts,
it is balkanizing the couritry so they

can take away and govern Mindanao -
in a secular (MNLF), ¢r or a semi-
religious version (MILF),

The contradictions { a Mardst for-
mulation) are $o intrinsic and fin-
damental that many have given up
on the peace talks, or regard peace
talks as exercises in utter futility,

There are no compelling reasons for.

a genuine peace accord, now and

8 peacefu] Islami— asithedaw., 0
. AniSIS- fed m’[ewx ldoa scorch— i
'earth evisceration of the LeR and the -
* secular Muslims: and Muslimswhio -
‘are ot fundamentalists: enough.
“The Left ‘and the secular Muslims * motiv:
.fuﬂy realizé the numbing cold-
‘bloodedrniess of the fundamentalisis,

thé 'dark and ‘ptinitive-version o

the Mustim faith, an aberratzon 0}" i
I to mainstream liberal democra—';

And that these are people you can'’t

. zeason out. The Taliban rule of parts

of Afghanistan would be considered
“enlightenment” if compared to the
kind of fundamentalism that the
IS1S aspires for.

. A society where women do not
have the value of stray animals is
an 1SIS-led society and if that were

. .do 10 SOCEQUES it enslave '

dérgirdzng 1deologaes shotild guide:

“and direct the strategic: decrsmns-f.
R are dwergent But the moﬂvauon 10,
~The 18IS ‘and its afﬁhates do ¢
not flght for territory to snnply' g
vgovem ‘that territory accordmg to g
“a defined system of governance.  are
i If they can’tibuild a cahphate, 1t i

nstitutions andbelief systems to.
the gfound and this is anathemia

cles, 0 secuiar Muslim soc1eues'
and to the: Marxzsi ideals. s
- The’ fear of ISIS and what' ISIS wﬂl'

: e
the possﬂale convergence of three
- armed forces — the mainstrean:. AFP,

the NPA of the Left and what fighters
are left of Nur's odginal MNLE -
The fears are well grounded

and well-founded.

. H ISIS wins, nothing will be left
of the Left's dream of building a
Marxist society and secular Muslims’
dream of building a secular and pro-
gressive Muslim Mindanao,
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Army says no US troops in Marawi, but Moro group scores
PHL’s subservience to US

From the often pro-CPP online publication the Davao Today (Jun 10): Army says no US troops in Marawi, but
Moro group scores PHL's subservience to US

-+

IN DANGER, Ground forces involved in the confinuing military offerisives against the 1S18-finked Maute group and
Abu Sayyal in Marawi are also in danger of being hit by the so-calied “riendly” fire or airstrikes. On Wednesdey, 11
soldiers were kifled whilte 10 others were wounded when a bomb dropped from an air force plane landed into their

position, (Alexander D. [opez/davactoday.com phota)

MARAWI CiTY, Philippines — An official of the Philippine Army explained that the assistance given by the US
troops in the fight versus the local terrorists are limited 1o exchanges of intelligence, training and technicai suppori.

L1, Col. Joar Herrera said the US troops assisting the soidiers in Marawi are not participating in combat operations.
“US counterparts faciiitats the exchanges of inteiligence. provide training and of course the technical support,”
Herrere said.

He added; “They are noi fighting, they are just providing technical supporl.”

Reporters covering the Marawi siege has captured on video a US P2 Orion survelllance piane flying here Friday,
but Herrera refused io comment on the purpose of the said activity.

However. a Moro organization condemns the presence of US froops in Marawi.
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Jerome Succor Aba, national chairperson of Suara Bangsamore, said unless the Philippines ends
“subsarvience” to the “US War on Terror”, problems of terrorism in Mindanag. like the Maute and ASG will

continue.

Aba said these local terrorist groups “were created by the US to justify military intervention in the

country.” .

“The Philippines’ subservience to US causes us trouble aslde from violating the country’s sovereignty, It
is the 1S which brings ferrorism here like the US-Cls that created I1SI8 and which is now linked to the

Maute group and the ASG.” Aba said.

Aba said “the role of US in Marawi s not new as the US froops have been to Camp Ranao where Greqan

Cardefio, a Filipino who worked as an interpreter for the US, was found dead,”

In a report by Reuters, it quoted a US embassy spokesperson saying that US special forces are helping the Armed
Forces of the Philippinas in its fight in Marawi City.

The Reuters report quoted the spokesperson as saying: “At the reguest of the government of the Philippines, U.S.
special operations forces are assisting the AFF with ongoing operations in Marawi that help AFP commanders on

the ground in their fight against Maute and ASG (Abu Sayyaf Group) militants.”

Asked wheiher the assistance of the US was made upon the request of the Philippine government, Herrera said
the two countries already have existing agreements on military assistance,
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US Special Forces Helping Philippines Fight Militants in Marawi
From the Voice of Ametica {Jun 10): US Special Forces Heiping Philippines Fight Militants in Marawi

Debris flies as Philiopine Air Force fighter jets bomb suspected locations of Muslim militarits as fighting continues
in Marawi city, southern Philippines, June 8, 2017,

11.5. special forces are helping the Armed Forces of the Phillppines (AFP) to end a siege of the
southern town of Marawi by militants allied to Islamic State. a U.S. embassy spokesperson in

Manila told Reuters Saturday.

The seizure of Marawi by hundreds of fighiers who have sworn allegiance to Islamic State, including
dozens from neighboting countries and the Middle East, has fueled concemn that the ultra-radical group

is gaining a foothold in Southeast Asia.

“AL "_he requestiof “the governfnent: sdf’the *Ethpgznes, s 'specxal @eperatlons forces are assisfing
the AFP with «t}ngosng operations in Marawi that help AFP: commanders:on the ground in their
figh t:against Maute and. A‘S’Gﬂn;i?tants > the spokesperson said. ASG stands for the Abu Sayyaf

militant group.

The Philippine military Saturday confirmed that U.S special forces were assisting iocal troops to
end a siege of the southern town of Marawi by militants allied to Isiamic State, but said they were

only nroviding technical support.

“They are not fighting. Thev are just providing fechnical support.” military spokesman Lieutenant
Colonel Jo-Ar Herrera told a news conference.

No evidence of troops oh ground

Until now there had been no confirmation that the Philippines had sought U.S. assistance in the
battie for Marawi Citv on the island of Mindanag, which is in its third week,
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The spokesperson gave ne details of the U.8. involvement. A U.8. P32 Orion surveillance plane
was seen flving over the fown Friday, but there has been no gvidence that the United States has

put troops on the ground there,

A ULS, P32 Qrion survelliance plane flies over Marawi city, scuthern Philippines as Philippine Alr Force
helicopters and bombers continue air strikes, June 8, 2017,

The assistance comes after months of strain between the two jong-time allies that was stoked by
Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte’s hostility towards VWashington and his pledges to throw U.S.

troops out of the country,

Special forces deployed in 2002

Washington deployed special forces soldiers to Mindanao in 2002 1o frain and advise Philippine units
fighting Abu Sayyaf militants in a program that once involved 1,200 Americans.

it was discontinued in 2015 but a small presence remainad for logistics and fechnicai support.

The United States and the Philippines have besn allies for decades. Their relationship provided
Washington with a strategic foothold in Asia, and offered Manila a shield against China's assertiveness

in the region.

But Duterte has opanly scorned the alliance, seeing it as an obstacle o a rapprochement with China,
and has repeatediy lambasted Washington for treating his couniry as a lackey.
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Military confirming reports Maute brothers killed in firefight
ABS-CBN {(Jun 10} Miiitary confirming reports Maute brothers kilied in firefight

The military s confirming reports that Maute brothers Omiar and Madie were killed in clashes .
between government troops and istamic State-linked terrorists in Marawi City.

Philippine Armv 1st infantry Division spokesperson Lt. Col. Jo-Ar Herrera on Saturday said there
were "strong indications’ that Omar and Madie, two of several Maute siblings tagaed in terror

activities, were Killed in government offensives.

et ;r:eratmnsWe are still validating fhis
Jwerelikilied." he said in a press briefing.

indications#hat they

report but there are strong

Herrera, however, did not say when the terrorists were killed and in which specific operation. Firefights
betwesen government trocps and terror groups are now inio iis third wsek.

Armed Forces Chief of Staff Eduardo ARo previously said President Rodrigo Duterte earlier offered a P5
miftion reward for the arrest of Omar and another Maute sibling Abduliah.

The reported death of the fwo extremisis comes following the arrest of the Maute familv's
matriarch, Ominta Romato "Farhana"” Maute, on Friday afternoon.

Farhana and two other injured Maute group members were arrested after their vehicle was intercepted
in Brgy. Kormatan, Masiu town, ARMM Regional Police Director Reuben Theodore Sindac said.

Sources said Farhana, mother of the terror leaders, was the group's courier, financier, and link to

foreign terror groups.

Herrera said Farhana has been transporied away from Marawi City o & "safe place,” and is now
currently undergoing investigation.

He also confirmed that Abu Savyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon was stiil in Marawi City.

Ciashes had erupted between state forces and terror greups on May 23 following an attempt to arrest
the terror [eader, said to be the anointed IS1S chief in Scutheast Asia.

The military earlier released a videg of Mapilon and cohorts plotting attacks around Marawi City days

before the siege began.

The Maute's patriarch, Cayamora Maute, was alse apprehended Tuesday morning at a checkpoint in
Sirawan, Toril, Davao City.

Government troops have Killed more than 100 terrorists since firefighis began.
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