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AFP sayvs attack on Pigrawayan town an ‘epportunistic activity,' not aid to terrorists in Marawi

By Leiia B. Sataverria,
williamor Magbanua,
Edwin O. Fernanderz
and Jeoffrey Maitem
@Team_Inquirer

Hundreds of Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
darn Fighters (BIFF] rebels attacked a
militia outpost in North Cotabate
province at dawn on Wednesday In
“what™the military-called ~an-"eppor-

porters in Malacafiang.

tunistic activity” designed to show off
their capabilities.

But the BIFF rebels, numbering 200
to 300, were beaten back by security
forces who had been expecting attacks
intended to help Islamic State-inspired
rerrorists cornered by government
troops in Marawt Gty

The rebels attacked the Barangay
People's Augmentation Teamn outpost

~at--Malagakic village .in Pigcawavar. .

town, which they probably believed
was lightly defended because soldiers
weren't regularly stationed there, said
Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla, spokesper-
son for the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines.

“They were taking advantage of the
situation that we have a very slight,
lightly defended outpost and they
iwere thinking] our forces were else-

where in the province,” Padilla toldre- !

“They've withdrawn from the area,

But military forces stationed in the

area.quickly arriy led the
atrack, forcing th

Topal™

they're no longer there. The school -
ares is safe,” Padilla said

: ‘"“""“‘The-‘--troﬂpsw’shatm.haxr.e..responded

guickly to the incident are now {pursu-
.ing the rebels),” he said, adding the mil-
jfary was verifying -the report about .
hostages.
But Capt. Arvin john
spokesperson for the 6th In-
fantry Division, reported that

back to an elementary school in the vil-

Cjapebefore withdrawing:. o

7 There were no reports of casualties,

but Capt. Nap Alcarioto, spokesperson

for the 6oand Infaniry Brigade, report-

ed that the rebels took & number of
civilians 1o cover their retreat.

Encinas,

k2
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“That's' “why" the ' Maute"

group increased in numbers,

these terrorists organizations

who have pledged aﬂeglance to
_ {IS] “he said.

Padilla said the BIFF attack in
Pzgcawayanwas not linked to the

" military positions even ‘before
..the Maute attack on Marawl
because of the attempt to unify =" - .

d adcﬁng fhat &rmed groups
inMindango had: beenharagsing

. Teofar
1gcawayan is 190 kilome-

. ters south of Marawi, too far to

be used for a diversionary at-
tack “intended to disrupt the

~ ernment Tepor;

lies, or 244 people ﬂed Malagak-:
it and 15families; or 5g people,
jeft thejr homes in Heighboring
;Banacagon village " during . the
fighting " ‘between - govemment

, OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Bmail add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com~Telno, (02)845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

secunty forces and BIFF rebels.:
. Chief Insp. Realan Marnon,

' the rauricipal policé chief,said

an uncléte‘rrriinea nurmabetiof

people were trapped in the1r

fhumes during the fxreflght .
“called “off.

‘School " -was
'chmughout the town' on
Wednesday, said Omar Obas,

Cotabato Schobls Dmsmn 5510

perintendent.
He said the shutdown affect~

" 'sd motre than 15,000 elementary

and high school students, —wrrH
REPORTS EROM AP AND REUTERS INQ

85,5295
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e’f*nnhtar'v s prepared
__rehablhtanon

1 of Marawz :

. PIOPEI_S it-will post danges agab
to our ttoops but aisc_._. it

ung “r S e

not Sa} oW many.
ra said the

gaysm the cnmmefua] dlsmcr'

The mlhtary qald the ter—".
rorlsta tésistance continuesto
wane and the areas they hold-
are gettmg tewer as govern:
ment security forces preqr, their
advance, . | '

Sustamed air strikes havp'
also softetied theareasheld by
the térrorists. '

Herrerasaid the troop‘; have’
cleared 16 buildirigs and sof-
diers have entered two more
to flush out the terrorists.

Advancing troops have
taken control of strategic van-
tage points in tall buildings,

Turn to Page 6

~of the holy'month of Rardadari - : : _
““Insider Exclugive” forum of_.

'radto AzR] in Ma_katl City.
“Two Army engirieering:
---battahons would be deployed
- t0 Marawi City for the recon-
_struction of damaged parts of

as another deadlzne for. hoops
to clear Marawi::

" “Walg po. myng (we. have -

no)-deadlirie” for clearing
operatmns,accordmg to Her-
rera;i

ing to assist the local govern-

ment in the rehabilitation,
reconstruction and rebuilding ™

phase of Marawi as soon as

the terrons’c ’rhrea’r 1s quelled,

he said.’

.He sa1d Armed Forces of'__

the Philippines (AFP) chief

_ The Iﬁiiitag: i§ now prep ar-.

. gayon now), we

the city as soon as hostilities
between government troops

“and the Maute terror group
“stop, aaccrdmg to: the m1h-
ety '

Atrmed Forces spokesman

g Brlg General Restituto Padilla

said that military engineering
equipment are now deployed
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completed its operation we

ﬁghtm
the terro
last May::

C}as hes

ﬁghter 66 soldiers andpoﬁ
d2 c1v1ha.ns 5

hou&.es were. destroved.

Rehabimatlon |

. Public Works: Secretary
Mark Villar'said the agencyis
on standby and ready to help
W 1th the’ reconstruction -of

"'g1oz‘1al offices, especially. in
‘Mindanao, to be prepared for
_ rebuﬂdxng Marawi.

" After thisincident is done;

we wouid be able to focus on
_the reconstruction and reha-
blhtatzon

the area. Once the military has

. oi the Iebmldxng of
.and constriction of .
_housing for residents whose

: Cﬁ:y 0nce'=the military-
' . its operations

‘alerted the re-I i

Marawi: We arej-_'-
- ready, our ‘regional offices n

Arcomisin Villarsaid s

ritvthe livesof residents:

billion, butit willbeé replenished.

~The DBM iswellequipped: The -ieightt
ha

is now conducting clearing

‘operations and searching each

building and house in Marawi

to-flush-out.remnants.of.the...

terronsts

and houses t¢ make sure aii

-;mprov:sed explosme devices

&'said they would help-
Savthe pebuilding of roads and
_schonis_ to help restore nor-

.
-+ Villar assured the residents”
_::-that there are funds to spend .
'fc;r Maraw1 but-admitted that...
‘they do not know how
_ he tofal rehabilitation
cost. “We would only..
v the'exact costof the dam-
n. age When we have entered the_...-
1._31:1ty i
He. sazd the. department haq';
fundsfor calamities and Presi-
“dent Duterte is prioritizing the
rebuilding of Marawi. _
" "Our disaster budget would
be replenished by the Depart-
“metnt-of Budget and Manage-.
“ment (DBM). We started at P1

=al.o said the mhilitary

He added that troops are
ot-only- clearmg the areas;”
bitt also securing buildings

“Despite:the government 8

' contml over most parts of war
“toin Marawi; Arevalo'said the
military “would not stop op-+

erations agamst the remaining
terrorist snipers; -

improvised.- explosive devices

at ganun din kahtt nagpapapiitok’
ng (and when they fire} rockets ..
: ._pmpelled grenade, which -
~could. d1sable our tanks,” he

said;

As of yeste:& dav the AFP
had secured 18 to 20 buildings
in Méarawt City.and cleared aF

 the terrorists inside. _
He said they were able 16"
Fescue some 1,645 civilians

~in Marawi le?V including
y=-that-the. Maute terrorzst

coordinated with'the Philippine
National Police and the Army
to-save whatever is left in the

houses.and.- buildings. that the...

Maute grouis and their Abu
Sayyaf allies have looted.

‘T Adiong saidthe Provincial

Security Force have started
inspecting and securing the

sment-in the. rehab111tatlon

Theyare still: cé;;able of-
‘Marawi City. -

_dehvermg sniper fire. Mayroon
pd rin silang (they still-have) A ;
_prepared for terrorist |

Aan other Key cities nationwi

OV Soraya Alonto Adiong has

bulldmgs and houses in. tfhe'-

ected dreas o
Assemblyman Zia Alo:nto_
diong of the Altonomious:
Region in Muslim Mindanao-

said’ the United Nations De-
.vdopmen’c Program i{ UN"DP)Z:

is assisting the local govern:

revalosaid the s

_“Thatis part of otir training.
We have been practicing for
this. We have heen studying.

- . this. That's part ¢f our prepa-.

rationbuf as much as poambie '
we don't want to execute jt.
But if push comes to shove, if.
the need calls for it, we can ex-,

ecuie all these Erammgb We' are’
‘ready to do it,” Arévalo said.

There were recent repo'r-’cs"

Arevaio desnrlbed e re:
port as unverified and %here-j
fore untrue. :
Butjust the saine, he s%ressed

the military needsthe support ..

and help of the public in order
to comb at terrorist threats. -

Eveiyn Macairat, Jaime' Laude,
Roel Parefio, Lino de la Gruz
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“NPA ambush: 4 sundalo sugatan
o Apat na sundalo ang nasugatan akarasng tambanganng
~ mga rebeldeng New People’s Aty (NPA) ‘g4 fiblib na:hang-
“gananng Baranga Somoge at Barangay Polangi s bayanng
- Catarman, Northern Sam g gabi,
54 Ulat rig A

noong Martes ng gabl, -
antry Division, bandang alas-9:10
ap ang pananambang sa tropa ng Afmy’s
‘sa nabanggitna lugar. T
0] :

" pagkakakilanian ng imga nesugatang sundalo d:
- pang impormahan ang pariilya ng mgao. .- ol
sl UAgad hamang sinaklolohan ng Army's 43¢ Infantry Battal-
- jonangmga sundalongnasugatar, - s it
LU Kaugnay nito,-indlerto na i-Farnacio ang tropa ng mditar
o4 Fastern Visayas iaban sa posible pang pag-atake ng NPA
© " ‘Nabatid na ang AFP ay'riasa deférise mode na nirerespaio
' ang mga kasunduari sa isinusuiong Ta peace talks sa pagitan
ng pamahalaan at ng-komunistang grupg Joy Cartos
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: gh
Jminute that 'resulteﬂ i the “younding of the
. vretitn WS tishe the i

S Despme ‘of the intiden

ATy commandar Maj:Gen: Ra

| “publicithat no matter’ whaf. onﬂ1
“to beaddrekded;
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NPA rebel in Compostela Valiey caught planting IED

From the Sun Star-Davao (Jun 21): NPA rebel in Compostela Valley caught planting IED

GOVERNMENT froops arrested an alleged member of 3 communist group after he was caught in
the act of planting an improvised explosive device (IED} in Compostela Valley on Sunday, June

in a statement of the 60th Infantry Batallion (IB) on Tuesday, June 20. the appréhended rebe! was
identified as Randy Martin Magadan alias Andrew, 24. a resident of Barangay Bollucan, Laak,

Compostela Valley,

The incident occurred a day after the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP} directed its
armed wing to refrain from conducting offensives.

Magadan was caught laving an |ED at around 8 a.m., Sunday along a commeon route at Kilometer
26, Barangay Kidawa, Laak, Compostela Valiey Province.

agadan is the supply officer of the Pulang Badani Command 4 under the Southern Mindanao
Regional Committee of the New People's Army (NPA},

The combined operatives of the 72nd infantry Battalion and 60th IB were conducting routine
natrol and security operations at the area when thev encountered Magadan and arrested him,

The army unit turned over the arrested NPA member to the Laak Municipal Police for blofter procedure ¢

and filing of appropriate charges and subjec‘fed him for a medmal check-up fo the Composiela VaHey
Provincial Hospital (Laak). : o : _

Charges are being prepared against the suspect for viclating Republic Act {(RA) 8516 or the law on the
ilegal possession, manufacture, dealing, acquisition or disposition of firearms, ammunition and

e BXDIOBIVES e s

His act was also a clear violation of the Comprehensive Agresment on the Respec’{ for Human Rzghts o

= '.and International Humanitarian Law or CARHRIHL (part 111, Article Ti, 15) to'which the Communist @arty‘
of the Philippines-NPA-NDF is a co-signatory, and RA 8851 or the Philippine Act on Crimes Against

irterational Humanitarian Law, Genocide, and Other Crimes Against Humanity.

i strictly prohibits "all forms of economic blockades, indiscriminate bombings, shelling, strafing, gunfire
and the use of landmines" since it has the "nature o cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering
or which are inherently indiscriminate in violation of the international faw of armed conflict.

Ao Awww.sunstar.com.phidavacdiocal-news/2017/06/2 1/npa-rebel-compostela-valiey-caught-pianting-

ied-548633
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3rd D ADC for reservists, retirees named

From the Visayan Daily Star (Jun 21): 3rd 1D ADC for reservists, retirees hamed

Colonel Anianc Qrap-Orap, former deputy commander of the 383rd infanfry Brigade, has been
~promoted as the 3 rd Infantry.Division assistant division.commandar for Reservist.and Retiree. ..

Affairs,

Orap-Orap was instalied Monday by Maj. Gen. Jon Aving. 3ID commanding general, in a
ceremony held at Camp Macario Peralta in Jamindan, Capiz.

Lt Col. Arnel Cabugon, 31D Public Affairs Office chief. said that the ADC for Reservist and
Retiree Affairs is a new posifion created by the Philippine Armyv in the Division level fo invigorate
the development program of the Army's Reserve component in its ares of responsibility.

Aying emphasized the crucial roles of the RRA, not only o the AFP but t¢ the country and the people.

“The utilization and employment of the AFP Reserve Forcesin support to the AFFP Development
Support Security Plan musl be given full support and attenition,” Aying said during the instaliation

of Orap-Orap.

Two Army Geographical Battalions were alse organized by Aving in the Negros Island Region to
support the non-traditional military activities of the Army in the newlv-created region.

' Orap Orap prcmsed ta do hls best in the performance of his dutles and respons btlzt;es in suppor’t o the

7 attainment of the objectives of the AFP's Development Support Plan.

Col. Inocencio Pasaporte replaced Orap-Orap as the 303 rd Infantry Brigade deputy commander,

Thttpdfwww visayaridailvstancomi20 T une!/2 Tinegor3Thim
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: sa;d ‘e survived a battle that
. dost 13 other ‘troops their Iives -
by crawling for neatly” five

‘hours along a short:stretch ‘of

‘street’ while ‘trading firé with

: smpers after a rockebpropelled;g'

29 Jupe 2017

Page: %

' 'tahty house-to~hnuse r:c,u'nbat_‘_=

_ Marine. Sgt Sa_r_idy ‘Beniteir::

grenade prez ced hIs 1eft foot:

 posedly with the: ady: ntage of :

night vision goggles.

- “But they threw: gasoline ti"
L us, Molotov bombs. They creat-
- ed fires, so they had visual on’

us ‘as well,” hé said. .

L The Armed Forces of the'
Phlhpplnes has decades of ex-

perience battling Islamic insur::

gents .and communist rebels,
with those conflicts claiming -

tens of thousands of lives,

But those wars have been_.

and frontline troops ‘such:as

. Benitezsaid they had relatively -
o Tittle expenence in the type’ of _
fighting ;' "being . Waged

Marawi, a city of 200,000 resz--__
dents besieged by terrorists

fr(_)rn_ ‘the Maute_._group. and:
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~Matawi soldiers in tHeroes Ward!
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ldS. k . htkpy/ finginews/HercesWard
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/SgtDanie Campills, Sgt. Acasi
recover from wounds frombullets and mortar-shrapnei ' :
“inspired tefrorists in Marawi City. They were airlifted to the Heroes Ward” at AFP Med:cai
‘Center-V, Luna Hospitalin Quezon-C:ty DWINBACASMAS
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Private Adrian Arguelles, of
the 44th Infantry Battalion of

thearmy's Tstinfantry-Division;

was caught in “friendly fire” on

~May 31:in-his first field-mission
after finishing military training

last Decernber.

Arguelles, who has a leg injury,
wags among, the eight government
troops. injured following a mili-
tary air strike in Marawi City. Ten
soldiers died.

"First lime Ao sl sg Marawi
Katalipos lang namin ng tanghs-
Fran, naghubugas aka ng phiggan,
sggure kung Dmalis ako sz pLwesto
nun kasali rin ako sa mgs nama-
tar{t was my first time in Marawi.

We just had lunch, and [ was wash-
ing the dishes. I could have died If

an interview.

“Oro City and immediately flgws

10 Manila.

The 26-year-old Negros Oriental
native considers himself “blessed”
1o have survived. Arguelles said he
was willing to go back and fight if
his hezlth improves.

The Manilz Timesalse saw Cor-
poral Richard Amor, who suffered
four gunshot wounds: two on his
leg, one on his hip, and another
on the side of his forehead, after
the Maute terrorist group attacked

J-left-the-post)-Arguelles-said-in..

.. He was.brought to0.Cagayan de ... ed if
“band goback to the war zong; the -

Amor is the father of three kids,
aged 2, 4 and 7, who believe their
dad is just sick. His wife Rizel

---:-:_kiﬂfd-}fv’hiie..iwo.;wefrei.mﬂcled e
" in that attack. ' '

camme.to.Manila from. lanac del .

Sur to take care of him.
Asked if she would let her hus-

teary-eyed Rizel said: “Nasa kanya
na yun. Susuportahan na lang na-
min siva|lt's up to him. We'll just
give him our support].”

The AFP Health Service Com-
nand started 10 admit wounded
seldiers on hne 2. There are 97
misary men are recuperating in
the hospital, The Veterans Memo-
rial Medical Cenier earlier said it

was teady to treat injured troops.
KIMBERLY LIBRERO
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v JELELSE. trymg (e} I‘H}SC‘. MOney., forour.

soldiers by way of benefit dinners,

-dunches-orwhathave you.” He said-

the public should not believe therm.

“Sp just as 2 warning to the
public, again: we would ke to ask
everybody to be on the lookout for
these scammers and let your telcos

"know of the nombérs they're Using

so that they can be blocked and

--cannot.go on with thcj.r nefmous

"activities,” he said.”
Abella said the offlcmi ac-

TP18TE000

counts at the LandBank are
“AFP Maraw: Casuaity” with ac-

count, Mo, 00000552107128, and.. 3

“Marawi TDP” with zccount No.

- 00000552107136...
_He said that as of June 20 de-

posits for the families of the sol-

“diers killed in action have reached

P508,500 and those for the IDPs,
or internally- chsplacc:d persons,

“Plcasc be reminded that this is

the only official depository account . .
“and please do et “ghve especiliy

financial donations to any other

“the material and the prmtmg

supposed solicitations,” he said.
The AFP Civil Reladons Set-
vice said shitts bearing the mark .

“Support out troops” are being

2.produced.by the military o show.

support for the troops, especially
those battling the Maute group in
Marawi City.

Mai. Gen. Ronnie Evangelista,
CRS commander, said the shirts

st riormeant for fund=raising for - Hvangelistasaid:

the soldiers. Fe said the cost of
each shirt covers ;ust the pmce of

The shirts, which come-in black

£l

and grey, are sold for P130 to P15
each, depending on the size.

generate fand that is why we are
selling it at cost,.
vou to weat it... if you'ate weating
the shirt, you are alteady support-
ing the troops... and anybody who
reads it are being encouraged to
buy one and support the troops,”

“The purpose is not really o -

Theideais for . ...}

He added that the message of

the shirr also _boosts the morale
“of goldiers’ especzall} if thcy meet :

peopie wearing it.
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Maute recruiter’s house
raided; two sons missing

By Nash B. Maulana

DATU ODIN SINSUAT, Ma-
guindanao—Authorities  raided
Thesday the residence of an al-
leged recruiier for a local terrorist
group said 10 be responsible [or
the ongoing Marawi siege.

Mun:cipal police director {hiel

Inspector Achimad Alibonga iden-

gay Semba as Nagser Dilungalen,
53, 4 goveren cmployee.

Authorines had earlier arrested
Dilangalen at his workplace. His
place of detention has not been
disclosed 1o his kin.

An investigator, who did not
want W be nanied for lack of au-
Ehority to spenk (o reporers, said
an ongoing probe also centersd

tified the house owner in Baran-

Next page

:'f."'anaé called on the gmfernment'
T “and: the pnvate sector te help re-
. Mang, ontawar ‘Gubat will be :
"_-replaced by CEIso M. Sarsaba Swoun
' _deputy crc} prosecutor of Ihgan :

- City.

ttonal’ p1osecutors—~three from

C&gayan de Oro uty and two D

.'.zon City, Abdulgam Macato- ol

e artmem‘ or-"' :
In s sep arate d p "man -Bangsa Moro Federal.

= dez‘ Aguirre ordered five addi-

At anews. confel ence in Que- o City

about by the decompcsmg ‘bod- .
1es '.of thnse ktIIed in the battie;’_'

Business’ Council Ing. uhau«'____:
THan, however, said he bélieved 8
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By Mario 8. Mallari
ang Ted Tuvera

The military foiled an attempd of the
Bangsameoro Islamic Freedom Fighters
{BIFF) tv occupy a lown in Nerth Cotahato
yesl‘.er(iay moming l)ui Eh\“ milii Ay £ ait} the

_aprimary sch(m] fmdt_tmh hostages,

" The assault was also helieved o he a
divirsionary tackic as Novih Golabato was
a few hours drive from Marawi Uiy whern
other jihadists were halinced {4 he
cornered in a few barangays dim} f;aht 1y

amonth:long-war:
Armed Forees of the T’Elilippim\-‘ {AFM
- 8pekesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padillaeaid, .
“gutinig’ the Mindanae Hour brisling 35 '
‘Malacanang thal Malagakil Blemenian Sehoal
in Pigeawayan town was imnindiately declarer]
safe as troops forced the baudits {o flee afier
quickly responcling to the stoation,
“Bo it's already resolved actually. They
have withdrawn [rom the area. Thex are
ne fonger there. The school area i apain
. safe. The pairoi base is well-secured,”
Padilla said,
Padilia said that elements of the Army's
gth Infaptry Division wore sble 1o resone
the civilians who were used by the BIFF as
Treer 0 pane 7

8h5h Local £285. 5245
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on the govemment side o
" Encinas said that'the Armyi
:managed 10 react lmmerha’se}y due
‘¥ constani monjtoring of the BIFF.
" movement in the area. _
#+*They .did not’ succesd i thelr
: __harassment that's why-they =
- withdrew. immediately but the sad
| ‘thing was that they used civilians
a5 human shields during thelr"
‘withdrawal,” said Encinas. i

Supt. Romeo Galgo, spokesman :
of the Central Mindanao police, said ...
. that the harassment prompted more
. than 500 civilians in the area to leave

OFFICE OF TH their homes for safety.

Galgo said that a total of 513
mdnudua}s evacuated from

: barangays Malagakit, Barmcagon and

Panatn.
Heé'said elements of the Regional

dmtraptmg the milits
Padilla sal

o 8

-aktathked the outpast at daybreak;
. {hen;exchanged fire with troops int -
wothe, mcrnmg ‘hefore retreatingiin's
" hitandrun assault typmal of BI'FF_'
fighters. . w0 ;
LIS aiready resclved Thei. =
:-enemy Hag withdrawn... they faifed,” .
. Padilla said late on Wednesdayf
~ moTRing. _
: However abon!: six heurs Iater'_-.-.-

Eniciras reported the hostage erisis
at. the school,

“appeared ‘on: television and
- confirmed militarits were or'cupvmg‘
. the school. - ; G
" Encinas and Padilla sa1d there
had also been skirmishes throughout *.
the day outside of Pigkawayan,:

which is surrounded by marshlands,” o
“:+ icelebration slated July 12 to 18..

mountains and farmiands.

25

: personaircw

Padilla then

smuatxon
He cited the: :mpiemantatmw of
stricter checkpoint operaimns tsalso

‘in preparation for Soush’ Cotabato

province’s 18th Tnalak Festival and
51st- foundation “anmiversary

5 that wmﬁd enter and-'-
Cyerify if they mxght be members of
“the Maate BIFP‘ or other gmups »
* hesaid. :
. Those whn do ‘ot
identification cards | or docume*ms
| will have to _be validated pro 'erly,'i'
. hé said. : :
.'Alvero Sﬁ.ld the operations of
: -checkpomts will Tave no Tmitation
or time frame and could even be
' extended lcmger depen&mg cm*fhe ;

1Ty anv'

5295 |
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| G@v’é agencws urged to emphy depeﬁdems

.. "The Department of the Intenor
and Local: Government- (DILC‘) has
called :on coneerned .agencies 1o
employ: quairﬁed dependents of the .
~:soidiers ahd police officers ddlled-or
wounded in the almost month-long ©
Marawi:Cify clash betwesn govern-'

ment forces and terrorist group -

Maute.
DILG officer-in-charge (OIC)

Catalino Cuy issued the appeal in .
behalf of the kin of law -enforcers

Idlled -or wounded in -action or.in -..:
: : rmihon s needed £0 fund the sala-

‘police operatmns {KIA

targets to accommodate a number”
- -of qualified beneficiaries.
- Qut of the 261 beneficiaries, 196
“aredependents of the Armed Forces.
of the Philippines (AFP), including -
“the soldiers who died in the Marawi -
- siege,and-65arefrom the thppme
National Folice (PNP). : s
. "We are doing the rounds to as- -
:siSt the families of KIA-WIA/KIPO-
WIPG andl we need all the help that
‘we can get. This is the least that we
“candoto the families-of our heroes,"
‘Cuy shid,:

The DILG- éstxmated that P28.9-

/KIPO-

. _'WIPU)

pendents 1s_needed as the DILG

U ries of the 261 dependents of KIA~

(He: noted thét qmck respoase;_;f.WIAJK[PO -WIPQ for six months as

o 'anﬁ commitment fo assist the ‘de- " each dependent stands to receive

#18,000.

" “Maglayzexpressed Support i hiring

; caps, killed or W@unded in action

. n"'May 3, the DILG submitted

‘a finandial subsidy request of P35+
“millionto the DBM for the 21 depen—

:dents employed in.the DILG..
. Barlier, Presidential Manage-
menf Staff Acting Head Ferdinand

B, iCuijJr stressed that agencies
" ‘Bhould abidé ‘with the president’s’

'standing order to extend all the
possible ‘assistance thai could
be provided to the dependents of
fallen or wounded soldiers and
policemen.

As a response, Department of
Trade and Industry Undersecretary

for Regional Operations Zenaida:

dependents by enlisting the small

and medium enterprise (SMES) as

viable employers.
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Pre Duterte saidon Tues- -

day that he would order the - - “Iwill orfe
-_f'{:e_.ir_pe_t._bombihg’_':;_of Marawi'to - ‘carpet already, carpet:
put an end to ‘the fighting be-: _really.destro 7 everyt

“tween goverfiment forcesand - sal
slami State-inspired terrotists - will ¢
intlie aity, now i its Fifth week. - cause ] have a'bigger 1
.+ Spedking to the reporters in- bility and thatis te the:Republ
o e Oro. City, - Mr, . of the Phill jpines,” he added

_ S

“in‘the city, sto! and . terrotist g _
munitions i buildings as early. from the Abu Sayyaf bandit gro!
Casthteeyearsago.. L ‘- rampaged through Marawl. .-
. “Agearly as last'vear, it was. . ‘The fighting erupted after’

dy. - difficul failed military attempt to capture:

“Jsnilon -Hapilon;-an-Abu. Sayyaf .

1éader “who had pledged alle-
gidnceto: icState(1S)

csday the govern:  Min i d "
arm themselve and a civil or

rﬁenfc sa‘xd; 360 people have died -

5 “Tyilinot put the soldier
“highrisk If1 have to bombthe ..
if I have to fiatten the place, T

|
!
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ag|g| “siyang: mmagmasr .
- tiging alen( & mapaiiud 63 i
‘yang kapaligrars Kasi fong inga
“barfany o masan s ariumah
oras a\z maaanng ! . akt

' Wa!a naman ansyang da

Hodngo Roa Dusaﬂe 5a.m
'.: Maranao dahli & Kfmeklara T

| - prighan ng et temar groU af s nomal af faayosia bl
- ropanig pamahalam sa Maram : --ang mga taga Mara\m Oty
SOy e B . KRISJOSE
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g
- the government} *the President said.
yﬁ__.down YOUr arms; and avaﬂ_'

: op sl ¥
S o wonien of the AFP and PNPheld at the ﬁghtmg agamst crime and terrorthat 15
i young trxbesmen are bemg ex?ioxted" __-__Fourth Infantrv xDxamond) Dmsmn : :b:ought_bv the terrorist group”’ - - -
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" Gt sdid combined ‘military: | ar

_ and police forces. staged the

T raid around 530 & Baran
- gay Bangkal

-~ Notirefight occurreciaq _

' suspects did ot resist arre!

o
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fied that sold and’
transferred the property. to ARP-
RSBS with the pension fund foot-

i contributions to the AFP Retire-
_ment and Separation "Benefits

System 25 years ago.

of two counts “of Violation of  cash advances between the AFP--

| jaij term

raft. RSB_S@;E_-BRAD@_styéreéea;Z_ie;*"

ing the payment of taxes. -~

apﬁeréd the payment and release
of P24.198.070 to the corporation
“without any board approval, The -

of sixto 10 years foreach ~ “‘Ag the Vendor: *it is clearly

‘count with-pérpetial disqualificas BradCo’s sole responsibility to: paY -

tion from holding public office. -

-2l the taxes,including the dotu-

- In 1992, the AFP-RSBS and ‘mentary stamp taxes due on’the.

~DM-Wenceslao aiid Assotiates ~ properfiss sold o the AFP-RSES :

| Inc. entered into 4 joint veritire  Thus, it is ‘highly -anornalons “for _

B ;. : to -establ
! Development ¢

orp, for the p

the Bay Resoirges

meats ot e decison et
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ng the aisle as he i
'Iaae Tuesday nlgh’t (Malacanan Photo
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_ rthe’ shou‘zmg for the: bandlts——no reports on”
- the. cmhan populatwﬁ of the.city:tipping off the government .
_troops on the- whereabouts and whezewzthal of the attac}(ers

- have been’ recorded o :

GRRE
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NEW base has been set
up fot the Islamic State
(IS) group in that capital

of Lanao del Sur by the Maute
brothers.

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte
may have to extead the period of
martial rule in Mindanao, espe-
cially in Marawi City, Lanao del
Sur, where 2 new base has been
set up for the Islamic State (IS) by
the notorious Maute brothers.

The two Muslim brothers —
Omarkhayan and Abdullsh Maute
— controlled the terroristic events
in Matawi. They fst obtained
Chsistian education at the Dansalan
College, but, when they returned
to Matawi City after = decade from
their studies in the Middle Tast

raised the black flag of the iy and

“set on Gre thelr alma mater.

. They recruited hundreds of gun-
men, many of ther young locals
and destroyed Daosalan College
in a rampage actoss Marawi Clry

last-menth.They.launched a.bru-....

tal offensive to smamp their cre-
dentlals as leaders of IS.
’I‘h& Msute group emerged as a

Mala;

Page:

The Nu!wnax Newspapers

gmall rag-tap g:coup around 2012
from a decades-long-old Muslim
separatist tebellion in Mindanac.

The Maute wnd oier small haidlife

groups filled a vacuum for fanades

~ as they took inspitaton from IS5

atrocities in Traq and Syria,

.7 think what transformed the

Mautes from a small band o a real
milizary threat was the emergence

OFISIS in.the Middle East, accord-

However, he said, leadetship had
effectively shifted to the Maute
brothers because they were control-
linig terrotisac events in Marawi;

Thcir rnain aﬂy is Isnilon Ha-

gzoup called the Abu Sayyaf, who
is on the United States govern-
ment’s lst of most-wanted ter-
rorists. 15 named Hapion as its

leader in_the Philippines and he is ..

ing to secutity analyst Sidney Jones,
director of the jakarta-based Insd-

tute for Policy Arialysis 'of:Conflict.

believed to be in Marawi with the
Maute brothers.
cRegirdless ol whether

the

R

Maute brothers are driven out of
Marawi, Jones noted, they have
established the Philippines as a

successfil new base for IS, point-

ing to foreign fighters who have
been reported killed in the con-
flict. The military has said that the
slain fighters came from Checha-
ya. Libya, Indonesia and Malaysia.

Finally, Jones concluded, “eve-
rybody has been concerned up till
now about the threat of foreign
Aghters coming back from Syra
and Iraq. Suddenly, the bigger
threat is that foreign fighters com-
ing who never set foot in the Mid-
dle East are going to Mindanao.”

The military must have informed
President Duterte that, along with
the Maute terrorist group, about

the- ‘presence -of tho%c:“:‘foraign"""*"'“""“:*

ﬁghters in Mindanao.
D ok
Quote of thc Day: *The Manutc
brothers were mentored by a fugi-
tive Indonesian militant, Ustadz San-
tiussi, who in rarn put them in touch

with ot'her Southeast Asian ;1had~

ists.” — Romimel Banlam, head of the
Manila-based Philippine Institute for

Peace, Violence and Research, 7
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ary Salvadm _ a
: eclared astate of martial law and suspended the wrzt of

L taryc:utpostmLanéo deiSurmFeb—':'
' ruary.2016, and the mass jatlbreak -
_in Maraw1 CltymAugusf: 2018. ’I‘he_-_

"Medlaidea,'“ n

Rep EdceIC Lagman afAibay stated

L THE: governmems posxtmn was’

fully;amculated by Solicitor. Gen-:
. eral Jose:C. (Calida, who categor1~ e

caﬂy demed that the. martlal lawin.

pomts wzthm the. city, burned. gov+ .

ernment and private facilities arid
flew the Islamic State of Iz’aq and
Syna flag in several areas. . .

This narrative was used to lay
the foundations of a factisal finding
of invasion and rebellion, which are
deplorable criminal acts tunder Ar-

ticle 134 of the Revised Penai Code..
To make the scenario complete, the
Pres:éent calledout theArme&Forces'

of the Philippines (AFP) to fulfill its
" constitutional function of prevent-
ingand suppressing lawless violence,
Each stepin the constitutional provi-
sionwasdissected andbroughtiolife.

' that the Maute terrorzst actt; are not_

o to the govemment or depr:wmg the
_ Premdent orthelegislatureits pow-
ers. At most, the government itself,

- infact, launched thewatin Marawi
- Lity Itwasessentiallyamilitary op-
“eration and not acrusade to topple
“the administration. On the other
hand, other petitioners belonging

to the Human Rights and Activists

" segment allege that there was no

actual rebellion, but onlyaloomiing
threat: Most of petitioners argued
that the President was given a fact
sheet that was inaccurate and its
contents, even denied by some key
personalities, like the medical di-
rector of the Marawi City hospital.

Mmrianao is akm to that of Marcos 5
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érseven Jmmngthe fray' We W
Whyrhere appear‘;tobem

-full yenable our govemment fxg‘h
'termnsts and Tawless el

:nghest:legal :mpnma’tur ¥ i
. : : e ‘ne
':THE SC nowhas an extremel" i ssmfrmr@gma; tom. BRI

*he' inartlal law declaranun

@ Those_. Who are on. the ground i

by :
Preszdent has spoken that hisaction:
was nota knee—;erk or flimsy reac-:
tion'to the Maute offenswe ‘Martial .
law is not a simple matter, We have’
“loads of history on this issue and.
our government is fuliy awate of -
“that. In the meantimie, the Marawi
war is now on its fifth week, and
'about 350 people have died. Ordi-
naty.citizens and our military are
suffering because of ‘this terrorist
menace. The risk of it spreading to
“othier areas is present. Those in the
area live it and feelit, Day by day, we
are confrontedwithrisingnumber of
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mm pistols, Ayon sa report, tation
nitina ang pumasok sa station at nagkinwaring
-file ng reklamo: ‘At kasunod nivon ay ang p

nganga rebelde; na ang iba ay nagdasmpa
W i

_ hlgh-powered ﬁrearms. e o
7 Halos'kasabay nang pagsa]aka} sa Maasm, isang”
-army ‘truck ang inambush ng NPA sa Catanauan, Que- -
*.zon na ikinasugat ng dalawang sundalo. Magrem—:.
- ponde wmano ang mga sundalo sa isang nangyayaring
'sunog 'sa Globe cell site na kagagawan din ng. NPA:
" nang maganap ang ambush.Ganunman, nakipagbari-
"Jan ang mga sundalo af napaatras ang mga rebelde.:
.+ Ang traidor na pagsalakay ng mga NPA sa kabila:
- na may utos muia sa NDFP-CPPna huwag magsaga-~
wa g opensiba ay nagpapakita lamang na wala nang -
‘eontrol ang communist group sa kanilang military :
"arm. Hindi na nila kayang rendahan. Kanya-kdanya:
nang lakad ang grupo. Wala nang kinikilala af wala*
nang pakialam kahit may kaguluhang hinaharap-
Iaban sa terorista, Wala na ring ipinagkaiba ang NPA
*sa mga terorista kaya tama lamang na huwag nang
makipag-negosasyon sa kanila. Sayang lamang ang
pakikipag-usap sa mga “traidor”
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-_nadagdagan :sa’'mga patay 1 _
= mga:'=araw. iNasa 62 ;na:an_g:_ﬂamamatay_ ‘sa-paniging

. Sana nga ay wala silang nakukuhang @

glabanan itong linggo. Ang panda

ang Ramadan sa Lunes,
umutong narin sa Mau

magaganap iyan. Lalabanan. g pa

ariumang tercristang ‘organisasyon sa bansa. hanta
i na_-_r‘_ir_x_g__tumu_long-'jang_.-ln_dane‘sia at Malaysiaipaia-la-
“panan ang teronsmo: ‘5 abay-sabay nitang babantayan

.ang -.keif"a\é'a‘ifé‘ﬁ‘;”l}”(uﬁ’g“‘saan‘ék-ti bo-ang-mga.ferorista;
' ang pagdukoet sa-mgd mandaragat,
“fin dumadaan ang pagpasok ng
“imga afl nialaban: Dapatiang 8y mi

: quersééha’-'-angr-‘mga':fbansa-:;kparaf;r_‘ﬂ'ahi

'-'gar_}ap:ng 1818 S
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AFP deploys equipment, personnel for Marawi City rehab
From Update Philippines (Jun 21): AFP deploys equipment, personne! for Marawi City rehab
Military engineering equipment and nersonnel are now being deployed to Marawi City to help in
the rehabilitation of areas devastated by the onaoing conflict with Maute Group terrorists. said
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla on Tuesday.

arlier order by AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduarde Afio, he added.

This deployment is based onan e

Mititary engineering units and personnel will help other government agencies in the proposed

rehabilitation once the last Maute Group terrorists is neutralized or driven away.

“They aré preparing (engineeting units) slfeady.in fact thbre are aiready engineering personnel
inthe area.. They are slowly bilding up {personnel and assets) . They are readving for the
rehab.” Padilla pointed out.

annot give exact flgures for engineering equipment and

_However. the AFP spokesperson ¢
nersonnel already in Marawi City but added that the military is planning to deploy atleast two

~ enginesring battalions,

in the fourth week of the confiict which started May 23, 2 total of 258 Maute Group terrorists have been

killed along with 85 troops and police officers, and 26 civilians.

Also. Padilla said a total of 16 buildings. formerly occupied by the tawless glements, have been captured
Linthe pastfew days. . S :

However, he declined to comment on how many huildings are needed to be captured to ensure the toial

elimination of the lawless bandits in Marawi City.

d the enemy held areas continue to diminish as government

“Enemy resistance continues to wane an
s continue to get deeper into once enemy held positions,” the

security forces press its advance. . Troop
AFP spokesperson pointed out.

https: www_update.ph/2071 ?foefafp«depiovs-equipmem-personnei—for-marawi—citv—rehab/ 18285
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AFP downplayed [SIS threat as part of psychological ops — Afo

From Rappler (Jun 21): AFP downptayed ISIS threat as part of psychological ops — Aho

AFP chief General Eduardo Afic cites an order o the military to downplay news or information’ on 1SS

'so as not to give them recognition and fan the flames of rebellion’

PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. AFP Chief General FEduardo Afo is a veteran intelligence officer who
scored big arrests of communist jeaders. Photo from Malacariang

. As.part of its psychological operations in its war on terrot, the Armed Fc_)_zf';:es of the Philippines
({AFP) was ordered to downplay the presence of global terror aroup 18IS inthe ‘Philippines,

according o its chief.

AFP Chief Genera! Eduardo Aho admitted this is his affidavii quoted by Solicitor General Jose Calida in

tothe S mie"Court (SCYon-Monday-June-18: -

a memorandum submitte

“"That despite the actual threat ofISIS in héif-?h‘-iﬁ'_ﬁ:s_b_iﬁg_s,_'f-.‘gharéifh‘é‘d;'z'b'een'fé directive fo all AFP
dekéshér‘sch.aanﬁilmrsdﬁﬁél“f’cb'fdbwnb av any news or information pertaining

qroup. This is o as not 1o dive them recognition and fan the flames of rebellion.” Afio said in his

affidavit quoted by Calida.

e repeated statements_of AFP Public Affairs Office Chief Marine

The AFP chief was referring to th
sull control of the situation" of

Colonel Edgard Arevalo on May 24 that the military was in
the siege in Marawi Gity.

In the same statement, Arevalo aiso said "the armed men we are dealing with are not 1518 but

members of a local terrorist group.”

After May 24. the military would admit the 18IS links of the Maute terror group which would
become the main defense of the government for the sufficient factual basis of President Rodrigo

Duterte's declaration of martial law in Mindanao.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Afio also said in his affidavit that the statements downplaying I1SIS’ presence in the
country "were made to encourage Foreign investments and maintain confidence in the Philippine

econ om 3{

Srding to Calida, this is part of the military's ‘psychological operations in its war. against
"o mislead: intimidate,: demarahze., or otherwrse mfluence the thmkma or behavmr of

"Wha’c-iPe*tftmners failed 10 consider is that while the conflictis real, these statements were' made
a5 part of the AFP's psychological pperations;” Calida sald,

Therefore, Calida said, Arevalo's statements quoted by news reports and used by petitioners
auainst the government are not valid because they were just part of the so-called psywar,

"‘%‘he unreliability of these news reports to establish facts ma ‘judicial proceeding. ‘becomes aven
more evident in the face of psvcholoqmaf warfare * Calida said.

During the oral arguments on petitions against martial law in Mindanao, Solicitor General had revealed
that the military had prior knowledge of a plot to establish an SIS caliphate in Mindanao, and even the

plot to attack Marawi City.

Calida also claimed there were 20 1S1S cell groups operating in Mindanao, though Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana told Rappler these groups have been reduced to an insignificant number and not a

sause for panic,

~Rommel Baniaci:-chairman of the Philippine-Institute for Peace, Violence and Terrorism Research, had . . .

.also said that Calida's list of 1515 celi groups may be inaccurats because it includes double entries and
the Balik-Islam Group, which is dominated by Muslim converts who “very peaceful, very deniocratic, and

very tolerant.”

http:/fwww.rappler.com/nation{ 7357?—s:h—miIitarv-down;3Eav-ésis—threai—psvcholoa?}é}é’l—operations
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Duterte kept promise to use presidential plane as
air ambulance — AFP

e dune 21,2017, 5:386.pm o

AFP) on Wednesday expressed gratitude to

MANILA, June 21 - The Armed Forces of the Philippines {
idiers wounded

President Rodrigo Duterte for fulfiling his promise to use his presidential plane to ferry so
in the battiefield.

"I'd like to give notice that as the President has promised, for the use of his presidential aircraft last night
on our way back to Manila from Cagayan de Oro and lligan. Those who were required by our medical
professionals to be evacuated to Manila, used the presidential aircraft and other aircraft of the Air Force
to be transported to Manila," AFP spokesperson Brig, Gen. Restituto Padilla Jr. said at the Mindanao

Hour press briefing in Malacahang.

na fuifillment of his commitment to have the presidential plane used by the soldiers. And we'd fike to
pass on the thanks of our Armed Forces on behalf of the Chief of Staff and the wounded warriors that

we brought to Mania for further treatment,” Padilla said.

ace officials, President Duterfe took nine wounded soldiers with him aboard the F-28

According to Pal
Fer his visit to troops at Camp Evangelista in Cagayan de Oro

presidential plane on the way to Manila a
City Tuesday night.

~ The nine soldiers were among security forces battling terrorist in Marawi City.

. After.winning the elections, Duterte said he wants all aircraft assigned to the Presidential Airfift Wing to it

be converted as "air ambulances”.
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Joint AFP-PNP council tackle Marawi security, Martial Law

rrom the Mindanao Times (Jun 21): Joint AFP-PNP council tackie Marawi security, Martial Law

TOP MILITARY and police officials the current peace and order situation and Martial Law
implementation during the Mindanao-wide AFP-PNP Joint Peace and Security Coordinating

Council meefing in Cagavar de Oro City. _

Gen. Eduardo Ano. chief of staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). told TIMES
vesterday that they discussed updates on the ongeing Marawi crisis.

aid they also agreed on signing of additional operational auidelines for the AFP and PNP

Anoc s
on the implementation of Martial Law.

“The implementation already include the roles of each unit in the arrest or search of target personalities,”

he added.

Ano and PNP Director General Ronaid Dela Rosa, the the national co-chairs of the council. gave
their respective messages during the meeting.

Present also during the meeting were Lt Gen. Rey L ecnardo Guerrero, commander of Eastern
Mindanao Command (EastMinCom); Brig. Gen. Ramirg Manuel Rey, commander of Joint Task
Force Ranao; Brig. Gen, Isidro Purisima. chief of operations of AFP,

~rhey presented the proposed operational guidelines for.th e Martial Law implementation in

Mindanao, the congept plan for the post-conflict and rehab p
link to local terrorist groups. - S

Aside from using and peddiing ilegal drugs—uwith the recovery of 11 kilos of shabu in the Maute
s’t‘{gn‘ghoIdmirg)jy}g.r@wm{@m(}ijgy:‘gbeml\ﬂaute and ASG terrorists are alse using Mosques as sniper positions,

hase for Marawi city, and the Daesh S

logistics hub, and safe havens for the command and control of their Core group.

Brig Gen. Rolando Joselito Bautista, commander of 1st infantry Division, slammed the terrorists.

for their continued use of mosgues as battle positions and the use of drugs,

“We condemn the acts of the Maute/ASG in using Mosgues as batfle positions as we depliore
their use of Hiegal drugs that is egually evil as both are Un-islamic.” said Bautista.

htip://mindanaotimes.net/ioint-afp-pn p-councii-tack%e-marawi-securit\f—marﬁahlaw/
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Situation in Marawi continues to Improve, says
AFP

June 21, 2017, 5:33 pm

MANILA, June 21 — As fighting in Marawi entered its fifth week, the situation i the strife-torn city
continues to improve, a military spokesman said Wednesday. ,

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Spokesperson Brigadier Genera! Restituto Padiliz Jr. reported
that government security forces continue to gain foothold in areas previously under the control of the
Maute terror group.

“There are areas that we have not covered before that we have already overcome at this moment and
the process of clearing is what we are concentrating on in the succeeding days,” Padilla said during the

regular Mindanao Hour press briefing in Malacafiang.

The military official said as of Tuesday, at least 16 buildings have already been cleared of the presence
of the militants, who laid siege in Marawi City last May 23.

“We are prioritizing the areas that are built up or heavily built up which means to say those that are
constructed well and can withstand attacks and bombardments and potentially may have basemesnt
areas or hidden areas underneath that can protect them from any kind of assault from the air,” Padilla

said.

~Hg also said govermnment troops are also-carefully-assessing the situation in the OUtlYing 87888 M.l
ate of the damage in the

_preparation for the rehabilitation of Marawi but he has yet to give concrete estim

once peaceful and orderly city.

Padilla said Joint Task Force Ranao led by its commander Brigadier General Ramiro Rey is
continuously conducting consultations with other members of the community to iron out their

_ participation.in the.rehabilitation and reconstruction of Marawi onge the hostiliiies have ended.

Asked by reporters about possible threats in different parts of the country, Padilla said threats wil

remain even after the Marawi crisis is resolved calling-oh thé public to remain-vigilant and alertatall -

times,

"But as we have been saying previously, threats remain. Lagi pong may banta na nanatili. Hindi po
nawawala ‘yung mga banta. Mask! saan po tayo may banta na nariyan,” he said.

He stressed anew the importance of shared responsibility and security to prevent any untoward incident.

"At nais ko lang pong ulitin 'no, pagkatapos po na maresolba itong Marawi crisis, hindi po mawawsala
ang banta na haharapin natin,” he said.

During the same briefing, Padilla said the military fended off attack by Bangsamoro islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF) in Pigcawayan, North Cotabato on Wednesday morning forcing the rebels to withdraw.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“Now, ito pong ginawa ng BIFF ay isang opportunistic activity. Nakita nila na may pagkakataon so
ipinamalas nila ‘yung kanilang kakayahan na kaya nilang gawin ito perc sa mabuting palad, hindi nila

matagumpay na nagawa ito,” Padilla said.

The BIFF harassed a barangay augmentation team in North Cotabato. The attack was not successful,
Padilla said, citing the readiness of mifitary forces.

“So sinubukan nilang pasukin ito at hindi sila nagtagumpay dahil simulz’t sapul na nagsimula po itong
Marawi crisis eh handa na po lahat ng pwersa sa buong Mindanano na harapin kung anuman ‘yung mga
bantang nangyayari,” he said.

Reports said the rebels used civilians to cover their withdrawal. The military, however, is assessing
whether the BIFF has freed the civilians, according to Padiila.

Meanwhile, Padilla issued a warning to the public regarding the increase in number of scammers trying
to deceive peopie by raising money for the soldiers killed or injured in the Marawi fighting.

He encouraged the public to report these scammers to telecommunications companies who might then
biock the celiphone numbers they were using.

Presidential Spokesperson Emesto Abella reminded the public that the two accounts the government
setup in Land Bank of the Philippines are the only official depository account for families of soldiers

killed-in-action and for internally displaced persons.

The account names are: AFP Marawi Casualty for slain soldiers (account no; 00000552107128) and
Marawi IDP (account no: 00000552107136) for evacuees.

The Palace official also gave an update on the situation in Marawi noting that as of 12 noon Tuesday,
June 20, there are 1,845 civilians rescued or an increase of 8 from 1,637 while government casualties

grew by one to 86.

" Abelia teported that the donation Tor the familieg of the fatien soldiers has increased to P508,500 frony s
P224,000 as of June 20, while donation for the evacuses went up to P187,500 from P21,000. .~ ..

The recovered firearms by government troops from terrorists increased to 271 from 255, while the
-number of terrorists killed rose by 10 to 268. (PND/PNA) . . - S T

www.pna.gov.ph
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AFP: North Cotabato school cleared of BIFF

By Cislifo M. Reganit June 21, 2017, 5:06 pm

MANILA, June 21 -- The Armed Forces of the Phitippines (AFP) on Wednesday announced that
responding security forces have already cieared the school inr Pigcawayah, North Cotabato of
Rangsamoro Isiamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) and are now conducting pursuit operations,

AFP spokesperson Restituto Padilla Jr. said that BIFF bandits who had earlier tried to harass a
Barangay Peacekeeping Action Team (BPAT) outpost near Malagkit Elementary School have retreated

with no casualties reported.

“it's aiready resolved actually. They (BIFF) have withdrawn from the area. They are no ionger there. The
schoo! area is again safe. The patrol base is well-secured,” Padilla said during the Mindanao Hour press

briefing in Malacafiang.

The bandits staged the attack early Wednesday morning at the barangay augmentation team outpost
before retreating 1o the nearby school after a firefight with quick responding Army troopers.

Padilla branded the attack as an “opportunistic activity” by the BIFF.

“They were taking advantage of the situation that we have a very lightly defended outpost and that they
think our forces are elsewhere in the province,” he said.

"Seo sinubukan nilang pasukin ito at hindi sila nagtagumpay dahil simuia’t sapul na nagsimuia po itong

~Marawi.crisis eh.handa.na po.lahat ng pwersa.sa. buong Mindanao.na harapin kung.anuman. yung mMga.... ...

bantang nangyayar * F’adfﬁa sald

However, the mi !ltary official conftrmed that five crvmans are belng held as human shields by the
retreating bandits fo slow down pursuing troops.

civilians to cover their withdrawal. Ginamit nilang human shleld kaya medyo pigil po ‘yung mga pwersa
_na humaboi Pad;f%a sald

Earlier, a BIFF spokesman said the cwrhans are safe and Woufd be reieased fater.
Fadilia said state forces are currently ascertaining if the BIFF have aiready released the five civiiians
that they have held.

In the meantims, the AFP spokesman assured that the military have enough forces in Mindanao to
respond to any threats posed by various rebei groups.

“Our forces are spread all over. We may be facing many fronts, ibig sabihin madami tayong kinakaharap
na kalaban pero maayos po nating na-i-assign ang lahat ng ating mga pwersa para harapin po itong

mga iba't-ibang banta,” Padilla said. (PNA)
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Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the iand.
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