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By HELEN FLORES _

*'The Australian govexﬁ'{ -

ment has deployed two spy
planes in Mindanao to help
the Philippine governument
in its ongoing campaign
to liberate Marawi City
from the Islamic State {IS)-

linked Maute terror group-

‘Australian Defense Minister
Marise Payne, in a statement

-released bythe Australian emr.....

bassy in Manila, yesterday said

“¥he two AP3C Orioraircraft-—

would provide surveillance
support to the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) in
fighting terror.

- #]-pecently-spoke-with-my.....

counterpart Secretary of De-

_fense Delfin Lorenzana about

‘how ‘Australia can assist the-
Philippines in its fight against:
extremists. We agreed the best
way to defeat terrorism in
our region is for us to work
together,” Payne said.

“The regional threat from
terrorism, In particular from
Daesh and foreign fighters, is
a direct threat to Australia and
our interests,” she said, refer-
ring to the Islamic State by its
other name.

Malacafiang welcomed
Australia’s assistance. “As we

Turn to Page 10
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srevipusly stated, we veould
oladly welcome any form of
foreign assisiance allowed
under our Constitution fo
help suppress the rebellion in
Miarawi,” presidential spokes-
man Ernesto Abella sald
a press brefing vesterday In
Davace Citv, '
“Cyur defense officials ave in

close coordination with their

latter's offer of providing sur-
veillance supportto the Armed-
Forces of the Philippines,” he
added.

AFP Eastern Mindanac
Command deputy commander

“Bri g:..,@ an-GilbertGapa ,A‘.L.RC)VYE,C"-‘E...,..‘..M

il

hat intelligence and recon-

#Se having these capabili-
fes, it could be used in any
militare operation, not just
Niarawi, buf of course in all
ather operations in Mind-
anac,” Gapav said.

Pavne said Australia wouid

oo 0 \»ffn-‘i' itk e part-
conthinue o aTn vt s

ners in Goutheast Asia to fght
{erTOrsm.

Pavne said Australis has an
e>:t0n_si\fe defense coopera tiorn
program with the Philippines.
which includes counterierror
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ploved troops near tihe be-
sieed city, although they are’
mot fighting there, and also
provided & P-3 surveillance
slane to agsist the Philippines
i battle.

Oy Thursday, the militars
sajc about 100 militants remair
in Marawi, confined to an areé
of shout a square kilometer
sgure is less than ¢l
sotimated 400 or 500 fighter
who seized the city on Mav 13

On Ny 23, President Dutern

Jaced the entire Mindanao un

ln
plac & er
for mmartial law and suspendes
thewrit-of-habeas-cOrpUS.il..
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sorpigts and terrorists fro

cstablishing operabional bas
i Souiheast Asia,” Abella sai
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Asia,” he added.

#The three countries have
agreed to work together to
tointly develop and implement

and sFategies, " he added:
The irilateral security meet-

“ing happened as Philippine

security forces are trving Lo
clear Marawti City of the Maute
group. Eight of the militants
Lilled during clashes were

e ———

foreian Hghters from Saudi~

Arabia, Malaysia, Indonesia,

YR e;’:‘"ai_de' Gh‘d(fhﬂ;\" a- accord-- -

ing to defense officials.

AFP's Gapay, for his part,
said there are about 40 foreign
rerrorists in the Philippines
based on latest intefiigence
reports.

He said security forces have
identificd the militants, who

Indone-

4 At
I B
BARINYOIAN., &

include \
sians, Arabs and Paidstanis.

The foreign lerrorists,
Gapayv sard, may have slipped
into the Philippines through
the porous southern backdoor.

“WWie are nol alsw discount-
ing the possibility thal seme
may have slippec in the coun-
v through our airports and
seaporis. 90 1 guess we have
to really tighten and enhance
our security measures as far as
the immugration is concerned,”
Gapav said.

" Thore 1s e
tht’ Sl

v oa need to
} il of our

erhance
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southern backdoor... We have
to intensify maritime patrols.
The recent trilateral .greement
ie a welcome development
because with Malaysia and

Indenesia assisting us, the
joint patrols there would re-
(securitv-in) the. .

porou: borders in the south,”
he added.

Some American lawmakers
have expres:sec% CONCRINS OVer

b and suggested US Toops

in the Philippines be given &
“greater rojein the operations

in Mindanac.

American scidiers ondy
provide technical assistance
{ike intelligence information te
their Philippine counterparts
25 the Constituijon barn for-
pign troops fram joining direct
combat aneraions,

Abellz maintained that the
Philippine military alone is ca-
pable of addressing the threate

i iaraowi
1 e the Prossdent said,
we're quiie copabie at this
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the lead, along with he region-
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that we can hach the state-

mente of an independent Sor-

ginp stance” he added.
Thinanwhile, milient grouns

are calling on Presiae
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to stop the aerial bombing of
Marawi City, saving it would
only worsen the plight of
residents and further fuel ex-
tremism.

in a statement, the Bagong

Alvansang Makabayan (Bay-
an) said.if rejects “any sug-
gestion that the Marawi crisis
will end through the carpet
bombing of the ciy” It said
“President Duterte should
Lknow better” and look for

other wavs to end the Crisis.
It added Duterle’s approach

)l nol Suppress et rismy

and will only result in unprec-
edented destruction.”

The group said the people
of Marawi themseives were
appealing for an end to air
strikes or militents holed up
in Maraws Cibv,

wiembers of Bavan and af-
filiate militant groups like Ga-
hriela and the National Union
of Gtudents of the Philippines
converged at Plaza Miranda
in Quiane vesterday to protest
the bombing of Marawi City
and demand the lifting of mar-
tial law in Mindanao.

The rallvists later marched
te: Mendioln where thev held
programe denovncing martial
jaw ag well ac the aerial bomb-
ing of Marzwi. - With Alexis
Romero, Edith Regalado,
Ghic Ong, Michael Punon-
ghavan




IS

Ay Viston, By 2CZ

o WO DI 8S AN, 1nAT L & SOUTLE of national phde

TioE ME I ! o i
DEFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Ermaif adg: oacna.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no.

{02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5283

[3)
0‘31 June 2017

“to the press, was seized hy Filfpino "
_troops .ina militant hideout on

A former Malaysian university
professer who received training in
Afghanistan. Mahmud appearedfin a
video showing terrorist leaders plan-
ning the Marawl siege in a hideoul. a
sign of his kev rele in the uprising.

~ The video, since made available

May 23.

Malavsian security officials have
also received information of Mah
mud's killing in Marawi and were
_trying to confirm it.

Two other leaders of the upris
ing, top Abu Sayyaf fighter lsmion

dullah, were still with other gunmeil

fighting in Marawi, ARo said,

A month ago. aboul 500 local
militants. along with several foreign
fighters. stormed infe Marawi, a
hastinn of Islamic faith in the south.

Trpops since then have e
killed about 280 gunmen. re- 52

gy Alian Mawal, leoffrey Mattem
and Richel Umel
@‘I‘eam_mquirer

MARAWI—A mialaysian milirtant
who helped lead and finance the
siege of Marawi and one of the

“Waute brothers who.carried out the
viglence are believed to have been -

“lalled ih the fighting; wich the Islam:

"‘G'enr"Eduarde-Aﬁxo,tald_TlmAaso-~ _

e Hapiiﬂfl and -Ma\_.l_tﬁ?s brOth@l’,“_'Ab““ S

:

ic State (IS)—baci\'ed terrorists now
comstricted in & section of the be-
sieged city after & monh of fighting,
the railitary sald on Friday.

Al

Page:

and validate the intefligence that
was received.

4 locat militant leader, Omark-
hayam Maute, is also helieved to
have been killed in the early days of
intense fighting, he said.

e R0, GHENG ntelligence shar_ed by

foreign counterparts, said Mahraud

""" g’ ,V"ag'su's;peczed--of channeling more

rhan P30 miltion from I$ to acguire
frearms, foud and other supplies for
the aitack, which began late May.

ciated Press (AP) by telephone that
Malaysian Mahrud bin Ahmad was

lasi month and reportedly died on
june 7 of his wounds.

He said the military had a "gen-
crai idea” of where the militant was
buried, and troops were Trying to
jpcate The exact spat with the help
of civilians (o recover the remains
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covered nearly 3v0 assault
Hrearms and regained control
of 8z buildings:—
Many of the high rises were
used as sniper posts to slow
down the advance of govern-
ment forces, the military said.

“a clased-door conference with

At least 69 soldiers and po-

licemen and 26 civilians have al-
sa perished inthe fighting. _

Of the1g of g6 villages across
the lakeside city of 200,000 pe0-
ple that the black flag-waving
militants eccupied, only four vil~
lages remain under their control, '
the military chief said.

“They are constricted in a
very small area. They're pinned
down,” Afio said. He also said
three boatloads of gunmen, who
tried to join the militants, were
biasted by navy gunboats three
days ago in Lanao Lake, which
borders Marawi.,

The gunmen may have ei-

- ith‘é“g‘b‘é‘éﬁ‘t‘er‘f(}rists‘E’GPGSifiGR‘ S————

_ing from nearby areas or rebel
reinforcements | |
where, hesaid, .0 o

Still, the audacipus uprising
by the heavily armed fighters
and their ability to hold on to

{arge sectionsof acity forweeks-

hac surprised the government

~-and -_the_---m’ll-i-tal'-i’-rsand- spatked.. . 0L L) ..
-39t and Bangolo.

fears among Southeast Asian’
governments that IS was seri-
_ously moving to gain & foothold
in their region.

Australia said on Friday the
Philippines had accepted an of-
ter of assistance. Defense Min-
ister Marise Payne said Aus-
rralia would deploy two AP-3C
Orion aircraft to provide
surveillance support o the
Philippine military.

Foreign Secretary Alan Peter
Cayetano and his Malaysian and

-gtr-Thursday-—te--discuss the

~away, ot ise napalm bomb fo.
purn everything, but then, we

o ey c1st - Division - spokes-.
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Indonesian counterpartsmet in
was killed, what caliber (of

firearms) had killed him or
where was the cadaver buried.
But we have been reporting as
early as two weeks ago that he
was a fatality. There’s a strong
indication and we continue 10
rmake validations,” Herrera said.

As this developed, Herrera
said the military continued to
seize more areas from the ex-
tremists, who are now number-
ing berween go to 100 fighters.
“We have kilted a large number
of them so their size had
shrunk,” he said.

Bur Herrera maintained the
military could not say when the
fighting would end.

“we did not establish or say
anything on deadiines. ‘Cur goal
is to continue our €0 mbat ciear-
ing operations. Our battlefield
is very fluid and dynamic. Every
day, the locaticn of the enemy
-ghanges, he SAIG

“Alrstrikes continued on Fri-

top security officials in Manila

Marawi crisis.

They agreed on a plan of ac-
tion to combat terrorism and
rising extremism and deal with
the prospects of Asian fighters
returning to their region from
Syria and Iraq, where IS has
Leen losing territory in a pPro-
tracted conflict.

Afio said.that the battle in
Marawi was taking longer than
usual ‘because the militants
were using civilians as Juman
shields and had no qualms de-
stroying an entire City and
killing anyone on their path.

“We can just bomb them

will not be any differeat from
them if we do that,” he said.

- Mam:e kmed'? g

person, Lt. Col Jo-ar Herrera

, C their push into the enem loca-
eaid there were indications that P ; my

tion inside the city. Herrera said
Omaryam Mavie fad b e eroists wike o "
areas.that we have been talking perate because thilr area con-
B R o willages 0 e
. > “They continue to use
of Lilod, Raya Madaya, Marin-  yostages as human shields and
they maxirmized their use of €x-
plosiies to slow us down,” he said-

Herrerasaid theystill coudd -
not categorically say if Omark-
hayam was indeed killed
"herause we do not have the

body.”
“We can’t say what day he

Local officials involved

Also on Friday, government
security forces recovered about
5 kilograms of “shabu” from the
house of a former mayor who
was also tagged as a supporter
of the Maute gunmer.

Chief Insp. William 5antos of
Philippine Drug Enforcement
Group for Mindanao, told re-
porters the shabu, with an esti-
mated street value of P10 mik-
lin, was recovered around
10 am. from the house of former

£E LIRS - Email adc sa:pa.a{myZGiQ@gmaii.som -

manona oride

‘group.

“day;and--soldiers- continued..

the they "*did"‘:ﬁé‘t‘“}{i’l‘d\?\f”th‘e"‘ reaso-

Tgroup.

(02 B45-9555 L ocal: 5285, 52285

Marawi Mayor Omar Selitaio Ali
Santos said Ali was suspect-
ed to be a financier of the Maute

‘Ali’s brother, Fahad Salic, ak-
so a former mayor of Marawi,
was arrested in Misamis Orien-
tal onJuney.

In Pantao Ragat in Lanao del
Norte, Mayor Lacson Lantud
said he wasn't swrprised to learn
that his brother, Hata Maca-
panding Lantud, was arrested it
August along with some Maute
members. :

“prior to that, he was talking
to my wife Eleonor. My wife
thought of calling him for a va-
cation travel to Vigan. But my
wife got surprised when he salc
he was not in Manila but ir
Butig(Lanao del Sur) and he wa:
in the middle of a firefight be
tween soldiers and the Maute,
Lantud told the Inquirer.

He said it remained a puzz!

howhis bl‘(’)the],' wag 'C{JnViI'iCEEI“““.
tojoin in the fight. :

Lantud said Hata, a graduat ™
of the Philippine School of Bus!
ness Administration in Manil:
hadjust passed the board exarr
for public accouniants then an

behind his joining the terrork

“We didn't have any clie th”
he bad been radicalized. Tt
months before that, we even re;
ularly saw him in Manila and v
didn’t see any indication. I helpe
him go through college and |
was close to me,” Lantud said.

He =ajd that when nel
came to them that eight Mau
members, who were ranspol
ing explosives, had been arre:
od in the viliage of Nanagun
Lumbayanague, Lanad

Sur—they stili had no idea th
Hata was among them. —wtTt
REPORT EROM AP INQ
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ustraﬁa:% mﬂltary spy planes
willstart fiying migsions
over Mindanao o help.in
Hes f1ght agams‘z Isla

" mili
government sgid Frida

.+ Islamic State—hxxlieﬁ y
ﬁghters have heen batt

.

“For
: Austrahan Defens
g Payne inan emaﬁed statement .
ChiThe regional threat from ferror- |
. 1sm ‘it particuiar fpom Daesh and
foreign fighters, 18 a direct threat o
-Austraiia and our mterests, Payne
_ -added, using an Arabic acronym’ for
- 18, ‘“Aystralia will continue {0 work
: wzth our paxtners in sztheast v']
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Asgia to counter iy

TEalavsian financier slain
As this developet. Armed

“porces of the Philippines AT

--Chse; of Sm*i (Gen. Edu&;{,}{)
ST told e HEGOCH

Af
ated Fress Lhat the Islamic State

group peiped fund ihe month-
jong siege of Warawi bnmudh

s Mmavsmn militant Mahmad

bin Ahmadwht was reporiedly

TIN "

SR 11 =2 confirm it

Troops Are Seeing K¢ hielps
of villagersto prl'}olm the cract
spot where Mamnuc wWas "“pf"(
edly buried, ANC & saic. Malavsiar
gecurity folczdk have alse re

eived information 01 fviahmud's

ERRtH

lullin ;i Rear OVVJ & HC\ p T

Twe other rebel 1’"dfi6) <,
¥ 1l1pmo militani suspett Is*mol
Hapilon and Mauk
Abduliall, were = il fighting in
WMar st he ':,‘n(

Ir_llieu by roops.
afio said Mahim udreported-

lv imnm,]ﬂrl more than $600. 000
¢pore the IS ¢ group to 4t guire
firearms. foui. sig other sup-
phes for the ariack 0 Marawi.
Noney bel jeved tu be irom
iMegel dr afse !unc’led he

uprising. e said.
Mahmug wWas wmmaed in

e

the mfm,mt @St ‘lu)lll,l' aitl U
DO griedi died or June 7./ 4 local
militant >eamﬂ ~11nz=.1'maya_n",
Maule. aisu & ¢ helieved 10 have
heen hilled i Lhe garly GRYS
of miense fighung and troops

ware looking for their ! rermaing
o validate e elhgenie the
military hat ves ﬂw@c\
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DAVAD CITY — An Army official
has downplayed the threat of the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF} on the-life of
President Duterte, saying the group
ig gesperate and has no ground
support.

7 This was the reaction expressed

by Eastern Mindanao Conunand

1 deputycommander and spokesmar on

martial law, Brig. Gen. Gilbet Gapay,

on the message left by BIFF during

their attack in Pigeawayan that their
next target is the President.

(apay said, “That proncimesmaent
of .the BIFF is a desperate
pronouncement hecause what
Yappened in Pigeawayan recently was
a theoretic retaliation and somehow
a diversionary atiack resulting from

the setbacks”

Gapay
-expecting 4. big. result ouf of the
“attack of what they want to achieve
46°gain attention.

", Gapay said the BIFF has suffered

‘major sethacks in their supposedly -

sironghold Magnindanzao, specifically

have alsc intensified operations

. agamst the BIFF. SPMS stands forthe
(11115 mummpahtles “of Shaziff Agaak; -

‘Pigcawayart, Marmasapano and Salibo.

According to Gapay, it is not
surprising that President Duterte
earned enemies lke the BIFT
because he has demonsiraled
political will in governance.

During the Mindanao Four at
Lispher Inn, Davao City Fridag
Presidential spokesperson Ernesto
Abella underseored the BIFF's lack

Q

aidihe BIER was T grsps; and ore of these s BIFE

the SPMS box, because: forces-there--—

of sround suppoezt even fmm Mushm
commurtties.

“The local Muslim community, the
Maranaos especially, do not want
this. And_for whatever reason that
they are dealing with this, whether
it is personal inferest or wha.t thers
is no grownd suppert for them. _

.. ¥ think we need fo go back o
#he fact shat really, this is an isolated
- these are isolated groups that are
Brilfiant ‘at mediz manipulation,”
Abella pointed out. Abella toid
reporsers that the BIFF will not
sneeceed. - .

Aceurdmgto Gzzpay, B]FF has been
contained fo their sironghoid because
the Armed “Porces have also
complementary operations outside of
Mevzwi and origoing operations all aver
Windanao addreéssing various terromst

FSo what happened there is a

1’82&113301“’ attack and IS not.-._..: e e L
_connected.. thh the Marawi . .

opeyations,” Gapay said.
Mearwhile, Abelia reported that
the nimber of hostages vescued ~

totaled-io. Sh-while.there were. 78, '

irapped civilians also rescued. -
The incident alsoleft one soldiers

: deadt*arowoundedmart;onfrumthe EE T
‘governmieit side. From the BIFE six

were killed, eight wounded.

A civilian was wounded during
the ineident while there were 567
nouseholds or 1,707 individaals
displaced.

Rut Gapay vowed the governmernt
forces will sustain their operations
against the BIFF until they have
been dectmated. PNA
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Troops
dasmver

' mneis

By ROEL PARENO

ZAMBOANGA 'CITS; o

Government troops contin- -

ued. beating back the Islamic

State-inspired Maute militants -

and uncovered two tunnel;

described as among the!

winsurgents-lastedefensty

) posmons in Marawi City.

ST Western Minds
___‘_:anao Command.

“{Westmintom): clrnef Lo Get

" Cadlite Galvez Jz. yesterday:

said troops have successfully

H

breached- the-remaining de---—-w

fensive positions and discov- _

‘shelters.

‘Galvez said the tunnels.

were later used by the Maute
extremists to dump the bodies
of their dead comrades.
“There (was this) stench
because of the dead bodies...
dumped in the tunnels,” he
said. -
Galvez said the discovery

Turn to Page 4

ed.the tunnels used by the " ..
gunmen as bunker and bomb

7EI0E OF THE ARWY SH

_of the tunnels is an indication
that the gunmen are getting
desperate and their fzght is
coming to anend. o

”Thmr tipping point is
nearing,” he said.

anti-tank weapons hidden
in mosques, human shields
and famijiarity with the ter-
rain, the Maute gunmen are
proving a far tougher oppo-
nent than the rmhtarv had
. expected.. :

Marawi held by the militants
“has many tunmels and base-
ments that can withgtand

m111taz'y:.5poke3man Lt Colo-

.the city have tunnels used
by the militants to escape
bombing runs as well as to

With bombproof turmelfs,_

The roughlv 10 percent of P
‘under martial law.

BEpoUna(227-kilo) ‘bombs;

‘He said even mosques i .

being razed.

As the fighting in Mazawi
entered its fifth week, the
Maute numbers continued
to dwindle against the mili-
tary s superior firepower.

A month ago, about. 500
glnmen led by brothers
Omar and Abdullah Maute,
along with several for-

eign fighters, stormed into

Marawi City. .
- The fighting in Marawi

: forced President Duterte to;

lace the entire Mindanao

Troops since then have
killed about 280 gunmery,

“recovered nearly: 300.‘:assau-_1_tj

to slow down the advance
of government forces, the

. trol of 85 buﬁdmga NIRRTy o e
‘of the high-rise buildings
‘were used as sniper posts

store high- powered WEap-
ons. - Bk

~‘have spared mosqu
Islamic schools known asg
madrassas, a limitation ex-
ploited by the militants.
Residents had built rein-
forced bunkers and tunnels
underneath their houses af-
ter a 1970 Muslim uprising
led to large parts of the city

e mzhtary air i fe_s_-.-.
and.:

triilitary saidz-
Atleast 69 soldiers and po-

licemen and 26.civilianshave. ...

also perxshed in the fighting,
Of the 19 out of 96 vil-
lages across the lakeside city
of 200,000 people that the
black flag-waving militants
occupied, only four villages
remain under their control,
according to Armed Forces
chief Gen. Eduardo Afic.
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“They are constricted in
a very small area. They're
pinned down,” Afic said.

He said three boatloads
of gunmen who tried to
join the Maute militants
were blasted by navy gun-
boats three days ago in
Lanao Lake, which borders
Marawi. . L

The gunmen may have
either been militants reposi-
tioning from nearby aréas or
rebe! reinforcements from
elsewhere, hesaid.

Galvez added the mili-
tants were resorting to us-
ing their civilian hostages
as “dummy” fighters.

“The terrorists are forc- -

ing to arm their hostages
to make it appear they still
have the numbers and at

then, we will not be any
different from them if we
do that,” he said.
Opposition lawmaker Al-
bay Rep. Edcel Lagman de-
cried the “mounting deaths
and destruction in Marawi
City,” which he said are the
result of President Duterte’s
declaration of martial law
and suspension of the writ
of habeas corpus. - .
““Thirty days of martial
law irs Marawi City and the
rest of Mindanao have aggra-
vated the situation in Marawl
City to inordinately horrific

and miserable proportions,”

Lagman said. - :
Al of this horror and

misery after the declaration

of martial law could have

. been avoided if the President

“the ‘same time confuse the
~soldiersinengaging the ter-
rorists,” Galvez said.. ..

Galvez gave assurance
the troops have been trained
to discriminate and distin-
guish their targets.

Marawi was taking -longer

©“Yhan ustal because themili-=
tants were iising civiliansas™

human shields and had no
qualms destroying an entire
city and killing anyone in
their path.

“We can just bomb them
away or. use napalm bomb
to burn everything, but

Afio said the battie in

forces and pelice authorities
the unnecessary impetus to
implement military rule with

Cdisastrous eonsequences,”

he said.

number-of..casualfies, ex~ . : B

tensive damage to private
properties and displacement
of civilians “were thé results
of the excessive military of-
fensive through airstrikes
and land assaults.”

— With AP Jess Diaz

_unwarrantedly declare mar-
Hal law and the stispend the
writ which gave the armed -

5]
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. BY AL JACINTO AND RAUL DINAPO

""“"‘”&W“‘UBOD, Lanao del Norte:
1 Forces of the Philippines (AFF) has
.. tighthened security measures on
boundaries in Iigan City and Lanao

-

1
{

The Asmed

all
del

Norte fo avoid a repeat of the Marawi siege.
This intervention was the pnanimous (8¢

ommendation of reembers-of he Provin-

~ ¢ial Peace and Ordes Council ({FPOC)-La-
. T Andul Bart Abdul Khalid, whoalso

T e T

nao del Norte who met recently,

Cov. Imelda Dimapero, rPoc
chairmen, said she wans (0 en-

sure that the AFP and Philippine

_National Police (PNP) aie on

_ :t'fédé:_to-'-p;e~'¢ﬁip{""aii§*"p'c's‘iesiiji‘e“"‘
entry of armed groups ouLto SoW.

terror.in the province.
Dimaporo cited their traumatic
experience when Moro lslamic
Liberation Front {MILF} members
attacked the province in 2008,
particularly the coastal towns of
Kauswagan and Kolambugan, and
.nvaded the municipal boundar-
ies. The atrocity forced housands
of residents to flee to the nearby
Gities of Ozamiz and Tangub while

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIZ

Loy Core PUrpose: Serving 1

scores of residents were killed and.
houses and establishments looted.

- -oThe boundaries are.considered

deathling during conflicls so W&

. "HE(-IL‘J 1_0 5 e.cu[f.e .i[t_ﬁ:fst:ﬂfld _fo E'emOSt .

Alot of the threats wedre 1eci eving " Meanwhlleiviayar Mighity Dinva=" "

now are through text and FB mes-
sages but [what is] most importatt
s we need 1o worl as one nOW. We
esd 10 SecLre DUT PIOvINCe and
set aside potitical perceptions.”
Dimaporo appealed.

Similarly, Malavsia has tight-
ened its security for fear that ls-
Jamic State militants may escape
the government offensive and slip
into Sabah.

R

e e

/
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1t also included Abu Savyaf
chyief, local 1§ leader 1snilon Hapi-
1on and Abdullab Maute or ifs
ceanied fist along with other com-
mandess 1dang Susukan, asib
Hajan .Sawadjaan, Majan Sahi-

* djuap and Salvador Muktadil-—all

implicated in cross-border kidnap-

 pings over the years, according to
the Malaysian newspaper The Siar.

it said the tight security was

prdered by the Eastern.Sabah SeCt. ..,

rity Command under Datuk Wan

- appealed 0 Malaysian citizens 10
stay vigilant and report suspicious

persons to authorities.

—Tel ne. {0Z; g45-2555 Locat:

No armed group

Jauta of Tagotoan town denied re-
ports that 300 armed men entered
and staved in his municipality as
preparation 1o invade iligan.
This, after lligan City Informa-
tion Officer Joe Pantoja men-
tioned in an interview aired re-
cently on GMA-7's “24 Oras,”
that authorities in Hhigan received
an intelligence Tepoit saying that
a suspected group from Marawi is

co Ly [TiE IS & SDATLE of nEnoha. DIITE

5285, 5283

temporarily staying in Tagoloan
and ready 16 enter the city proper.
» want to inform the general
public that reports about armed
group inside Tagoloan is just
hearsay. that caused pani< to the
public. It just added the feeling of
animosity When the Marawi siege
started my stakeholders, including
security forces, were on t0p of the
situation,” Dimakuta said.
__He added Tagoloan is in the
boundaty of Lanac del Notte anid
‘Lanac:del Sur.devided only by 2
river but pointed out that thereis
also a place of the same name in:
Lanac del Sur.

Tactical Sgt. Jesus Sedeco,

“"‘p“latoonwieadermoﬁ‘-l()th Infantry .

Battalion force assigned in the
boundary of Lanao.del Norte and
Sur;-confirmed 1o sightings of
any armed group in the border of
Nunungan town jocated within
since they started their round-
the-clock operation.

The mobile security forces are
composed of 20 AFP members
per troop; including mermbers of
Barangay Police who are natives of
the place and much knowledge-
able abous the terrain.

e tar AP T T
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were mstrumentat in blocking the
RIFF fighters and in the successful
operations of the military.
Presidential Spokesperson Er-
nesto Abella said the government
- considered the attack as the BIIF's
attempt to recover from more than
two weelks of setback as a resuit of
the ongoing operations.
Abella said government troops
rescued 31 hostages, 73 trapped

ffshoot of Marawi

--iapay, martial law-spokesperson for....

“Rastmincom); downplayed-theas-

_laguindanae. - oo oo
ATthough the BIFE and Matte

crisis — AFP

DAVAO CITY - The military has
naintained that the attack carried
at by around 100 members of the
errorist group Bangsamoro Islamic
Aberation Freedom Fighters (BIFE)
1 Pigcawayan, North Cotabato on
Vednesday was not related to the
ngoing Marawi crisis.

During the Mindanao Hour at
ne Lispher Inn Friday, Gen. Gilbert

he Eastern Mindanac Command

ault by saying if was a “retaliatory
nd diversionary” tactic undertaken
y the group after suffering from
1ajor setbacks during the last two

reeks due to-the intensified military.....

perations in their stronghold in

roup have both pledged allégiance .
) the Islamic State of Irag and Syria
'51S), Gapay said the Pigcawayan

attack was the handiwork of the
BIFF alone and has nothing to do
with the Maute Group which has
bheen fighting government forces in
the besieged city of Marawi for about
a month.

- He said the attack was intended
to create a noise in order to get the
attention of the military that theyre-
main te be a “force to reckon with.”

“Almost 1060 of them attacked two
barangays in Pigeawayan. They are

-expecting aresult-in furtherance. ofi ...

what they want to achieve - nagpa-

-pansin-(attention) ~We're stilkhere. o

We are still a foree to reckon with
but it turned out to be otherwise,”

he said. .
He said BIFF fighters were “des-

perate”.whern they.threatened.that....o

they will “shoot to kill® President

- Rodrigo R. Duterte and marked
“Davao City as-the next target-of -
“their attack,” v e

“That’s why, nung napahiya sila,
before they fled, they desfroyed

" some classrooms and even tore the

picture of our president and uttered
certain things. That's a desperaie
maove on their part,” he said.

Office of the President Adviser
on Peace Process (OPAFP) as-
sistant secretary Dickon Hermoso
said that the members of the Moro
Isiamic Liberation Front (MILF)

civilians, recovered one woupded
civitian and a cadaver of a vietim of

‘the BIFE

. He reported there were two gov-
ernment soldiers wounded and one
killed while six were killed on the
RIFF side with eight wounded.

The clash on Wednesday dis-
placed 367 families or a total of 1,777

. individuals..

Gapay said they received reporis
that RIFF fighters were en gaged “in

" houses.”

81, farmer-resident of Barangay
‘Simsiman, and 33-year -cld Abraham
Sakilan Cutay, a CAFGU trainee from

foraging and Jooting of some civilian ..

~-Policeridentified the civilian-fa--
. talities as Towan Dading Esmael,

Barangay Malagakit
BIFF rebels stormed first the
community defense detachments

"in Barangays Malagakit and Simgi- T

man early morning of Tuesday and
then holed out in school buildings
when responding government forces
fought them for about 11 hours.

A report attributed te the Army’s
gth Infaniry Division said the rebels
took 31 civilians ineluding six pu-
pils as human shields. The rebels
freed the hostages before fleeing to
unknown direction, the report said.
(With a report from Ali G. Macaba-

lang)

|2
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CAFGU man killed des@p‘ité
BIFF member’s pleading

PIGCAWAYAN, North Cotabato
— Thirty three-year old farmer
Abraham Cutay hid his family
for safety inside a rice mill
upon learning that hundreds of
Bangsamoro Lslamic Freadom
Fighters (BIFF) were already in the
periphery of Barangay Malagakit
last Wednesday.

Early morning that day, Cutay
and several other villagers were
preparing to evacuate to safer

-grounds when the armed men

started'to close in. :
Cutay jed her wife Gloryjane

and three other chiidren to &
nearby.rice.mill believing that the

Tlonggo dialect. .

“7f you don't kill him now, he
would Il you in the future,” she
quoted one of the armed telling
his fellow rebel, i e

Then one of the five armed men,
who was weating a ski mask and
acted as the leader of the group,
shot him multiple times in the body
and in the knee in front of his wife
and children. -

Gloryjane added thatthe person

“who shot her husband further
said that they hiave been relaying

message to him ‘mot i join the
Cafgu but he did notlisten. .
Abraham is supposed to

armedmen would not find them. ~
e Unfortunately, his youngestson ...

two-year. old Daniel cried when
five menarmed with high-powered. -

rifle passed by the rice mill.

The armed men caught them

and pointed their guns to the

~"0One-of the arme '
fiterally shielded mmy

Cutay family biit thie rebels were™

sust after Abraham.

him 50.h

husband and begged not to kil
him,” Gloryjane recounted in

Graduate”from-a-Civilian-Armed B _
Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu) i

e armed.-men knew 1F aptL
o e Febels it 1D the. =~ "

“hearby Liguasan Marsh.: (Keith
' Bacong’gg) o '

When the armed men left,
Gloryjane -and- her children
evacuated to the town proper
along with hundreds of others.

“The-body-of..her husband was.
recovered the following day when
the military recaptured the village
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stripped the policemen of

their firearms bhefore hand

cuffing them. -~ oo

Two days later, Army
troopers clashed with NPA
rebels in Leon town.

On Thursday, a report
spread that rebels had
swooped into Lambunao
town and took hostages at a
school there.

Lambunaoc Mayor Jason
Gonzales denied the report,

_telling Manila Bulletin it

ET g A A B

it g 4 et T

LOILOCITY —Guimaras

marin has declared the
island province under
red alert following a string of
security-related incidents in
neighboring Ioilo. :

.. In an executive order
dated June 22, Gumarin di-
rected government officials
of Jordan, Nueva Valencia,
Buenavista, San Lorenzo.

Governor Samuel Gu--

om residents of

emanate

e Barangay Caninguan whos: -

claimed seeing two masked

" men roaming the village.
. Gonzales said it could not
be determined ifthe masked

—.and Sibunag towns to beef up

security, - .

tobe highly vigilant andreport
suspicious activities and per-
sons to authorities, . © .

Vice Governor John Ed-

e ---I-Ee.also*advisédihef@_i_bﬁc_..._. e

Alarmed by the reports,
_.schools in several towns

“of cenitral Toilo called off

“tlasses during'the weék.
Calinog Mayor Alex Cen-~
tena said the town’'s police
station has been barricaded
to thwart a surprise attack.
The towr’s mountainous vil-
lages, which border Capiz,
have long been identified as
an NPA hotbed.

. Rep. Arthur Defensor
Jr. described the incidents
as unfortunate, happening
as they did at a time when
the Duterte administra-
tion was trying to restart
peace negotiations with the
communist National Demo-
eratic Front (NDF).

ward Gando said Guimaras,

red alert “is a preemplive
measure.”

Guimaras is located across
Iloilo City, the regional aub of
Western Visayas. Its western
side faces the Tleilo Strait, a
major passageway for cargo
and passenger ships.

Last June 18, the Philip-
pine Coast Guard detained and
questioned three peopie that
arrived in Tleilo City on a ferry
from Mindanae about possible
links with the Maute Group.

On Sunday, a truckload of
New People’s Army (NPA)
fighters stormed the police
station of Maasin town and

i

security risks and raising.a. .
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ambushed hy New People’s Army

(WPAj ‘rebels in Negros |
Occidental provinee on Thursday. -
. Killed were Bebing Lumayne,”

_ :*:3{1 pan when thew, were wav}al !
By more or less 12 NPA rebels.;

- The rebels reportediy. peppered o
'the vehicle with butlats nefore

. & plantation owner and his -
driverwere killed after being .

ieaviiig the lifeless victims. |
Lt. Col. Darell: Baneg,

"gommanding officer of the Army’s.

at owner, of sugar cane  62nd Infansry Battalion (1B}, said =

were-one-caliber 45 pistel, 8

" materiaisand various subvemv_e '
= d@C!lmF‘I’ltb wmh mgh mtel%sge, e
'\falue :

'hfferent'dn‘emons i :E
Recoverad from the scene .

nand grenade, NPA flags, way

 thiat zesponding troops engaged the . - Ba,nez exgressed beilei that'
. w1thdraw1ng wmmumsi mm . ihﬁ_kﬂimg of Lamayno and Braga

planmtmnm barangaw Bag ang
‘was part.of the desperate

and ?\r{ 1

abtempts. by thesNEAS-Sorsow i
1 perror and fear fo- other land
a certan;Saggyﬁ_" ‘owners toforoe thern toug b

pick up.truc]ﬁ, Were on their v ay . .The firefight lasted for abont’ " to théir extoTion activities.”. -+ -
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Informer
ng militar

' nilikida ng
NPA rebels

Isa nmanong informer
* ng militar »a kinilalang
si Bebing Lumayno:ang
pinagbabaril hanggang
sa mapatay ng hindi-pa
nakikilalang mga:kala-
lakihan na.umano.ay NPA
rebels kamakalawa sa
" Brgy. Minapasuk} Cala~
trava, Negros Qccidental
Batay saulat, bandang
alas-6:30 ng-umaga ay.
higla na lamang sumul-
pot sa lugar ang mga
_ armadﬂng kalalaklhan at-'

Na'gre_s'pon'de
mga tachan ol Army’s
62 Infantry Battalion
{IB) CommanderLt..Col:
Darell Bafiez na naka-

palitan pa N pitok ang
mga rebelda habang

" ligarang isang M16 aﬁe
isang cal. 38 revolver-at
mga subersibong -doku-

.mento. - Joy Cantos-

I
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Nina LEO P. DIAZ at FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD

ISULAN, Sultan Kudarat -
Saldlot pa rin ng matinding takot
ang mga residente sa iba't ibang
bayan sa Maguindanao at Sultan
Kudarat kasunod ng pagsalakay

ng Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom :

Fighters {BIFF) sa Barangay
Malagakit,” Pigcawayan, North
Cotabato nitong Miyetkules.
Ayon sa mga residente, batid
nilang nasa paligid-ligid lang ang
mga bandido at naghihintay ng
tamang pagkakataorl paza muimg

sumalakay.

Kinumpirma ng mga remdente,'

na fumangging magpabanggit ng
pangalan, na ang pagsalakay ng

-...BIFE sa Pigcawayan ay hindi ang. ...
" unang insidents sa baharrl mla sa

..-__.-.Mmdanaa e

Anila, nakaranas " ha
sila_ng panggugulo mng BIFF
sa Bgy. Kauran sa Ampatuan,

I‘]Il

Maguindanao; sa Bgy. Paitan
sz bayan ng Esperanza, Suitan

. Kudarat; at sa' mga barangay ng

Bagumbayan at Katikn sa bayan
ng Premdent ermo, Sul’zan

“Kudarat, .
Ito, arula, av dalui tagaroon -

ang karamiihan sa- mga mivembro
ng grupe. .

Kangnay nite, tiniyak naman
ng pamunuan ng Ist Mechanized

"Brigade, sa ilalimmi Cel. Besmark
Sotiba, na may sapatnakahandaan

ang militar, gavundin .ang mga
tauhan ni Sultan Kudarat Police
Provincial Cffice director “Senior
Supt Raul Supiter.

“checkpoint  sa
' mtong Miyerkules ng umaga,

dalawangkasaping BIFFsaisang

Maguindanac

Kinilala. ang mga nadakip
na sina Jahren Marnitukay, 23; at
Bardurin.Limba, 28 anyos.

- Naareste' ang - dalawa. ng
22nd  Mechanized Company,
2nd --Mechanized Ba’ctalzon,
Mechanized. Divigisn =+ sa

Bgy. Butilin, Datg Sahbo,_-

Maguindanao, bandang 9:20 ng
umdga nitong Miyerkales::.

Nakumpzskaha.n
sma Mantukay at Limba, kapwa

taga-Bgy. Shariff Saydona sa

Mustapha, - Maguindanao, ng
daiawangsachetnghmhmalancr

umane

2SA BIFEN ADAKMA..
“Samantala, kinumpirma ng

. Armed, Forces of thePhilippines-..

Western Mindanao  Command
(AFP-WestMinCom) ang:
pagkakaarestc = ng militar 58

‘,..shabg, |

Na}(umpzrmang ' kapwa

tauhan: ng.:Special .Operations....

‘Group ng BIFF, nasa kustodiva

na ng Dau Piang Police ang
mga suspek

i
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- PIGCAWAYAN,NorthCotabato~
Ikinubli ng 33-anyos na magsasakang
si -Abraham . Cutay ang kanyang
pamilya sa-loob ng isang rice mill

maiapos niyang malaman na daan-:.

- daang miyembro - ng Bangsamoro

Istamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) ang
sumalakay - sa -Barangay Ma}agaluf_
nitong Miyerkules.

Bandang 545 ng umaga noon

‘nang maghanda-si Cutay atilan niyang

kapitbahay sa paglikas, at pinili nivang
itago sa kalapit sa rice mill ang asawa
niyang si Gloryjane at tatlo nilang
paslit na anak.

Gayunman napauyak sa takot ang
bunsod niyang si Daniel, dalawang

Dagdag pa -ni Glorgane,
nabanggit ng lalaking bumard kay
Abrabamn na hindi ito. nakinig sa

.kandla nang sabihan nila ftong huwag

sumali sa Civilian Armed Forces

‘Geographical Unit (CAFGU).
- Magtatapos na-sana-zng training’

i Abraham sa CAFGU sa Lunes,

.Hunyo 26.

. Pagealis ng mga armado, Jumias
si Glory}eme at kanyang mga anak
patunge sa kebayanan kasama ng
daan-daang tha pang kabarangay nila.

Kinabukasan na nakiha ang labi

ni Abraham, matapos na mabawi ng

Napatay na CAFGU bsmstay
- sa harap ng pamilya

militar ang Bgy Malagakii mala sa
BIFF.

- Nasa 300 méyembro ng BIFF ang
sumalakay sa Bgy. Malagakit nitong
Miverkules' ng- umaga at inatake.
ang dalawang military outpost bago-
tinangXang . kubkubin ang Isang,
paaralang elementar v,

Sinira rin-ng BIFF ang 1sa:ng
kapilyang Katoliko at pinagwawasak .
ang nasa walong rebulto roon.

Sa pagtakas ng mga bandido”
bandang hapon, tmangay nila ang
31 sibilyan bilang human shield na':
napalaya rin-kalaunan,

U taong gulang,nangiumapﬁsakamlang

“arthado g mahahiabang baril

pinagtatagiian . ang limang lala.kmg

. Nakita sila’ ng’ mga “armado at
tinutakan, ng- baril ang pamilya,
bagamat- s - Abraham Jamang ang
gustong mga bandido.

“Kilala siva ng-isa sa mga ammado

kaya mzharang nun ang katawan sa

agawa ko, nagmakaawa siyang wag

papataym, slkuwentond Gibry]ane

- Kawento niya;sinaway ng . 1ba
pang bandido ang kakifala nila at

sinabi: “Kung ‘di mo siya tutuluyan
ngayorn, baka siva pa ang pumatay sa
'yo balang araw.”

Hanggang isa sa limang armade,
nakasuot ng ski mask at nagsisilbhg
licer ng grupo, ang #ang beses na
bumazil kay Abraham sa mismong
harap ng kanyang asawa at mga paslit

na anak,

18
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Ang NaNGUNGUNGNG Paravatavt Tagaioc S» Banss  TE.0D

ALERTO LAGI Armado kahit na nagluluto ang mga sundalo ng 40th
Infantry Battalion ng Philippine Army ‘sa ildlim ng kanilang M35 truck na
nakaparada sa Bgy. Pagangén, Aleosan, North Cotabato. Bantay-sarado”

pa rin ng militar ang Jalawigan Taban sa Bangsamoro tslamic Freedom
Fighters.swi- . KEITH BACONGCO

19
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""" 3 NPArebels, cop killed in clash

~ . A'policeman ard three New People’s Army rebels
were killed in an encounter in Barangay Malitbog,
Panabo City yesterday.
Senior Police Officer 1 Nifio Morenc was killed by a
sniper fire, said Chief Superintendent Manuel Gaer-
- lan, Southern Mindanao police commander.
- The encounter occurred whern the rebels tried to
* attack the Davao del Norte Provincial Public Safety
_ Company in Barangay Malitbog at around 8:13 a.m.
PR - . ¢ = Edith Regalado

w2
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" lic nation: Troops since then have

MARAWI = The Islamic State
group heiped fund the month-long
siege of this city through a Malay-

sian militant who was reportedly’

killed by troaps, the Armed Forces
chief said vesterday. = . ST

Gen. Edusardo Afio told the A's:scé.:i—'
ated Press that Malaysian Mahmud

bin Abmad reporiedly channeled
more than 230 million or $600,000
from the 1S group to acguire fire-
arms, -food, and other supplies for
the attack here. Monay believed fo
be from iflagal drugs also funded
the uprising, he said.
Mahmud was wounded in the
fighting last month and reportedly

“paliavedto have bean killed in-the
early days of intense fighting and
troops were looking for their re- -
mains to validate the intefligence

and wera trying to confirm it

Two other rebel leaders, top Fili-
pino milizant suspect Isnilon Hapiion
and Maute’s brother, Abduitah, were
still fighting here, he sald.

A former Malaysian university
professor who became radicalized
and received training in Afghani-
stan, Mahmud appeared in a video
showing militant leaders planning
the siege here in & hideout, a sign of
his key role in the uprising. The AP
obtained a copy of the videa, which
was seized by troops May 23.

A month age, about 500 local

militants, along with several foreign:

fighters, stormed into Marawl, a
bastion of Isiamic faith in the south
of the predominanty Roman Catho-

2]

““had occupied.

~{isifig civiliang as-human-shields:
-o:"We can just borhb them away
‘oruse napalm borob fo burnevery-

killed about 280 gunmen, recoverad
nearly 300 assault firearms, and
regained control of 85 buildings.
Many of ‘the high rises were used

“as sniper posts to slow down the
‘advance of government forces, the
‘mititary said. - :

-, At least 69 soldiers and police and
26 civiians have died in the fight-
ing. Only four barangays here re-
main in the hands of the militants,
out of the 19 of 96 villages across
this lakeside city of 200,000 people
that the biack flag-waving militants

. “They are cohstritté& it & \-"er'\,'r:

~diedon:June-Fo-Ax local-militant: smail-area.. They're.pinned. down,?...

_teader, Omarkhayam Maute, Is also .

Afo said, He said that threé boat-

‘tloads:of guamen Who- tried:to JOIn: ..o
“the-militants were ‘biasted by navy

gunboats three days -ago in Lake

‘Lanao, which borders this city. .
- Afip said that the battle was taking

longer because the militants were

hing; bt thien, we will not be any- -

different from thert if we do that”
" he said.

. The audacious attack by the
heavily-armed ~ militants and their
ability to hold on to large sections
of a city for weeks had sutprised

* the government and sparked fears

among Southeast Asian countries
that the Islamic State group was
seriously moving to gain & foothold.
in the region. 2

Powerful clans and warlords,
along with insurgencies, have effec-
tively weakened law enforcement in
farge areas in Mindanac, making it
easier for militants o ke over an
area and hold it, said Sidney jones,
director of the Institute for Policy
Analysis of Conflict in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, (AP)
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palace: Martial Law preve

A month after the declaration of

Martial Law in Mindanac, the gov- -

ernment is frurnpeting s sUCEess In
preventing the establishment of an

Government forces have foiied the

piot of the Islamic militants to set up ™

an operational base in Marawi as well
as thwarted the spillover of tarrorism

in Eastern Mindanao, according to of .
' : COMMmOn $eas. - :

“The three countries ha\}e'aérééd" e

ficials. .

“We do not go by ratings but we o
say that we have actually preempted -
the-estabiishment of & witayat {prov-

ince)...so the main goal of preventing
is actually, has already been, 1 be-
jieve hugely successful,” presidential

spokesman Ermesto Abella said dur-

‘ing the Mindanao Hour briefing n
- Davao Clty yesterday, .
" pbella said the country has also-.
Istamic State provincain Marawi City, * ‘entered a maritime securty alliance’
“with Inderiesia and Malaysia "s0 this -
will ot recur” . The three countries

earlier agreed to step up border.pa- . 4
and o conduct warrantiess arrests and |

" gearches, was aimed to quell fawiess
" violence and rebellion in the'Seuth.

trols to curb terrorism, piracy, and
other transnational crimes in _:the_

to work together to jointly davelop
and implement counterterrorism.and
measures and strategies. Let Us un-
derline that thei joint aim, the end
game isto prevent the estzbiishment

nted wilayat

Asia Abellasaid. o
“ Last May 23, the President: placed

‘remnants of the armed terrorists as

gy zar i T
TSR DhoEl L

_—

= ey EO0 0r
SOl El Yeve e

of operaﬁonals bases in $outheast-

Mindanao under Martial Law for 60 .
days foliowing the - deadly -siege -of |
the local armed groups, aided by for-
eign militants, in Marawi. The martial-
rle, which authorized “the’ miltary

To date; Abella said government |
trocps continue to clear Marawi. of |
well as rescue tapped residents, in-
cluding those heid hostage. {Gena- |
lyn D, Kabiling) o
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Omar Maute
likely dead
— military
THE military on Friday said there were
“strong indications” Omarkhayam
"Omar” Maute, one of the leaders of the
‘Islamic State-linked Maute group fhat at--
tacked Marawi City, died ina ﬁrehght WJth
govemmentfroops last month.’ B
1t, Col. Jo-ar Hertera, spokesman for
the military’s Joint Task Force Marawi,
said the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) was still "yalidating” Crar's kﬂhng
amid ongoing clashes. .
- "We have no confirmation yet; but we
have strong indications [that O'mat'could
be dead).” he said in & texi message marked i fivst month on Thursday
______ _senl g TeNOTIETE, The Aaate Prothers parents,
Sougit for clanfication if such - Cayamea AR FR AT ans oter T
"sirong -indications” meant.that _kip were arresied by authorides
Cimar was killed, Herrera replied:  earlier thiv mionth. R
“Yes but |t is] still {forvalidation.” Covamors and Farhana are de-
In 2 news conference in Alaraw!  laied by e Burcau of il sianage-
City, Herrera said Omar sdauie. Mo and Panclog facih
arg st 1216‘“‘1\»'o‘“‘fx*ff‘a'u%'e""t\mii ery-amprbag i
who Jounded the local terrovist The fighting in i
g wag Hiely kitteg-during at-e6- President. Rodrige. Luteric
encounter with militarr troops. place the whaiy island i
O Thursday, AFP chuef Gen. Ed- ac unier m amal I fase sdav 23
vardo Ao said Omar was ‘Toore Al jras 2AU wrrorists have been
or less” dead, but brather Abdul-  killed b goveriment roops Wit
Laiy was still alive in Marawt City, maore than 200 frearme CONilE
Grmar and Abduliab jed the e i e governimens sids, 69
siege of the Islamic City of Marawi.  men fave heer killed,
With them was Abu Sawal leader Fiphuag has aise clamed the
isnilon Hapilon, who had alse been hves of 26 dvilians.
reported dead. Fighting in e it EMPSEY REVES
24
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BY LLANESCAT. PANTI

ARTIAL law has only worsened
the situation in Marawi City,
Lanao del Sur, said Rep. Edcel

Lagmn of Albay, one of the petitioners

against President Rodrigo Duterte’s decla-

ration of military rule and suspension of |

“the privilege of the'writ of habeas cc}rpusi '--‘_

- allowing Warmnﬂess arrests:

: vaiuable perscna] belongings oi:---
civilians while residential and:

“Lagman made the statement
a day after Armed Forces of the
Philippines spokesman Brig. Gen,

--Restituto-Padillafr-said the armed:

conflict in Marawi was a “very

—gomplicated. engagement”.that...

“could take longer than expected.
Lagman cited the June 9 report
by the Integrated Bar of the Philip-
pines {IBP} Lanao del Sur chapter
that condemned military opera-
tions in Masawi. The IBP chapter
said searches and seizures by the
military have resulted in loss of

commercial establishments have

-been-laid-open-te-looters-all-over..

the'besierred city.

-IBP Lanao_del Sur said it was__.

"utterty shocked, to use a mitder
term, by the sheer mwnrtude
of wanton disregard of sanctity
of domicile, the right against
deprivation of property without
due process of the law, the right
to be sure in one'’s person, house,
papers and effects against unrea-

25

sonable searches and seizures
and the privacy of communica-
tion and correspondence of in-
nocent civilians commitied by
the Armed Forces and the Philip-
pine National Police.”

Based on the records of the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development, at least 20,049
families or 100,530 persons have

been affected bythe armeé conﬂzct
SR MEra
Fhere are 25 evacuatlon cenfers .
- Cawith 3,026 families or 14,229

persons, and 17,023 families or

~-B6,301 persons are staying with

- relatives or friends.
- Lagman.said:.“All.of.this. hor-.....

ror and misery could have been

avoided if the President. did not.. .
' -unwarramedl}f declare martial law

and suspend the writ, which gave
the armed forces and police au-
thorities the unnecessary impetus
to implement military rule with di-
sastrous consequences. The extent
and gravity of the deaths, damage
to properties and displacement of

“Teaptiite ABT S ayyar errotist gro

civilians were the results of the ex~
cessive military offensive through
airstrikes and land assauits,” Lag-

- man said in his statement.

Lagman again rejected the mili-
tary's claim that the establishment
of an Islamic State province in
Marawi was the Maute group's
main objective, noting that the
Marawi clashes were triggered by
the military’s failed operation to

leader Isnilon Hapilon, who re-

mains al large,
“The declaration of mamai law

has made the government a pur-
veyor of terrorist propaganda—a.

propaganda.thatis baselesssince.....;

no less than the [IS] has not
reliably. acknowledged nor cmrlw
firmed this projected purpose,”
Lagman said.

Lagman said the Philippines
wag not among the 10 countries
targeted by the |S: Kenya, Somalia,
Nigeria, Egypt, Morocce, Jordan,
Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Afghanistan
and Pakistan.
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“australia will comtinue 1o work
with our partners in Southeast ssia
¢ counter it" she said.

In Davao City, Palace spokes-
man Ernesto Abella said: "[W]e
would gladh welcome any form of
Iomgia assistance aliowed unger
our Constitution o halp supprest
; ‘tueli;on in Marawl.”

“Our Defense officials arc in
cicse coordination with ihelr
nuut*ahan counterparts in the
latter's offer of providing sur-

~yeitlance-support-to-the «=nmd-

Forces of the "’nmpp‘nu he
iold reporiers.
Defense Secretary Delfin Lo-

4 Australiz’s

"

IENZANE AUSO wWellUmE

"echitica: agsisiance.

S—

i

el B LOF

gﬁ
to Marawi

sk wiil her

Lorenza-

Pavne recenien
Philipping couniarpart,
ma about how australia could
help and “we agreed the best way
{o defeat terrorisny 0 ourregion is
for us 1o work weether”

Brig Gen. Giloen Dapas, Cis:;}uw
commander o7 i iind

aTAC LommiGid, st m{emaf:nu

DY
ewrveilizne an

capability 15 impoitant i overy

miliwary operation
“So having 1h ¢ Cap pabilities,
iitary

iLoouid DEes,

operation. noL st

e T J 1 it
i course inalioth
in pindanac.” b s

T thaml

neen i Himernt

e fiay

Hiad

troops in !

AL

Philippine troops will benefii

from Australia’s airbomne survell-

_.}ancc‘ anv time of the day. thereby
improving operations.on the.

ground.” he s noted.

45 soon as the AFP and the
Australian railitarv finalize o
erational details, the AM-3C Cnien
af il immediately assisy

aircra
in the ongeing operations” in
Maraw' Ciev. he added.

“The oparation of these aiscalt
will nat require the embedding of
ADF personnel with Filipine voops
on the ground,” he clarified.

23 The

dent Rodrigo Dutey
: u\,';{r["jaj“i'é\}ii"iﬁf’{(&s"rmanao_. -
The tinited States had also of-

;_F’ ¢ d
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iy varaw!

pATLIpatiaT v
sharing of imeligence.

WTH DEMPSEY REVES

AND AFP

an oo
their
Hited 16 the

; E '
[ TPEARE G e T

A
gbetedlat=l —gT e oo P - ad T el ] e By FY LSS SRR e et DOEE ZOGE
OFEICE OF THE ARWY THHET PJBLIC LEYAIRS « Emal anc cacpe.armyZli@gman.com - ® o 02 BLE-BEED _noa! L2E0 YL
I g ez Dormaos Servine e peopie Secunne ihe land
RN T L WJeioT el LT f.)u..q_) . Dol VT O,
: &




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is & source of national pride

! OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Teino. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

nvned ISIS into

BT E; nl;aif"wfr"'rm%

the country Amnm

The government’s faﬂure to re solve
the peace problems in Mindanao has
invited the Isiamic State (SIS) into
the country, according to Mindanao
Development Authority (MinDA) chief

Secretary Datu Abdui Khayr Alonto—

.- ‘During the Mindanae Hour prescg..

. briefing in Davao City Fz'lday morning:

Alonto said: “The tragedy in Maraw'

City underscores the urgent need
‘raddress.and.resolve: the Bangsarno

‘day of the armed conflict in Maram
City and alse the midpoint of the 60- day
cie(.laratzon of martial law and suspen-
sion of the pmvﬂege of the writ of ha- _
““heas corpus-inthe: entire’ Mindanao:-
S9IE should now be obvzous to aﬂ m-

the’ Bang moro ‘question has invited
the Thvasion of foreign Daesh extrem- ¢
ism such-as ISIS,” he added. . :

According to Alonto, ISIS feeds
on the frustration of the Bangsamorao
people towards failed peace processes
. with mainstream liberation fronts,

. Federal government

- Toresolve the peace problem in
- Mindanao, he echoed the need for a
. federal goveriment, -

“The Marawi tragedy shouid pro-
‘pel us now to lpok at the merits of
‘federalism as proposed by President
. Duterte,” he said.
! Alonto said that the need for a
- constitutional shift from a unitary type
“of government to a federal one is now
aiready a matter of survival.

“Thus, we have te return to and find
focus on the original flagship agenda of
the President for system change - the
Constitutional shift to federalism,”
Alonto said.

The Bangsamoro question vefers to

i Hsrmsim e mnssanasan maainlo vanntan

tion for the weifare of the: Bangsamoro

: '.peoplp which the pmponed Bangsam-:
o 0r0 Baszc Law (BBL) almed to settle

Sigmng the BBL
~“Duterte on Tuesddy sa
w111 sign the draff Bangsamoro Basic

36N an attempt to salve th

~ in Mindanas.

Ancl the MI (Moro Islamic Liberation
Fremt} Wm pive it Lo i STl sigiTity

' -"Ore City. - ' :
=While expressmgzdoubtaf the BBL

: would truly bring peace in Mindanao,,

. ‘Duterte said he would be Wlllmg to

~Sipn it after 4 thorough review and-
mant to

then send the form

‘It"s tline i‘o

this)? Is this a - this docurnent would
be the floodgate of peace inthe land of
Mindanao?” Duterte asked.

“Jf I find things in order, I will sign
it. And wait for the document, the for-
mal one and I'll send 1t to Congress

he said.
However, the Pres,ldent said he is

not mulling to certifv the BBL drafted
by the Bangsameoro Tranmtwn Com-
mittee (BTC) as urgent as.’ “we have
all the time.”
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: ald that he-

‘Law durmg Eid'l Fitron Mondav.lune‘.
““The BBL 'tap'os nai(is =t1nlshed)

erte sald::

““prutally frank. Ano ba ifo. What is

Maute ] blasphemous act
" Alonto also said the ongomg corthct :
m Maran is not a religiouswar. - - 27
~*This is a war of annexation. They

Want to annex a wilayah. They want to

:muke Marawi-City. asdhe capitalof the

province of the ISTS,” Alonto said; -
: ‘his is nol @ war religion. In. tact -
o ven blasphemous efer to these.
. people as Muslims’ ‘because thers is
. nothing in the Quiran tha tés that

> #ihe adde

Atonto sald thai_t ey will’ sup»« y
f artlal 1aw 1f

(“11:3.,
port i:he extens;on of'.
peeded.

“{oextend martial law thenwe are ask-
n _for it so we cam: solvethisproblem,

Appalimg consequences

Alonto noted the appailing con-
sequences that the ongomg war has
brought in.

- “While goverrument is ‘How on the :
upper hand and the ranks ofthe Daesh.
extremists are dwindling, the conse-
quent costio hupman lives and property
is appailing,” he said.

~“Marawi City has been emptied of
its more than 200,000 plus residents,
most of whom are now suffering in
evacuation centers and private homes
of friends and relatives in nearby towns
and cities,” he added.

The Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) has reported a total of 69
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casualties from the government troops
- and 280 militants killed during the war
_ _'_as of 6 p.m. of June 22, 2017. -

_ Start the socxal heahng
" Weanwhile, Presidential Adviser
;Z'- _ on. t:he Peace Process Secretary Jesus:
- Dureza yesterday urged the peopie of
“Marawi not to-allow the crisis in their
ity to break the bonds of friendship
and unity they have painstakingly built
' '.amcng themselves.
~ o The message wasTor the hundreds
_ tcmlxam who have been staying for
‘weeks in a gymnasium i Burd-un
‘Lanao del Norte after being dlsplaced
by the ongoing armed-conflict. . :
Dureza; accormipanied by OPAPP :

Flhpzno people remain united and donm’t
give in to the culture of hatred bemg
espoused by these radical elements.
. .If we give in to fear, this means
that we have already lost the battle :
We should. zwt a.HOW them f:o Wln, :
Dureza said: e

~Hether efore calied ori the people to--
be more vigilant, as this would be the
keyin preventmg incidents such as the
Marawi crisis from happening again.
Dureza cited the residents of Bohol-
who immediately reported fo authori-
ties the suspiciotis-looking ;ndmduals '
who had set foot on their shores..

As 2 result, security forces were -

~able to contain-the armed group and -
‘ prevented ther from wrealung havec: -

idex‘Secretarie:, Nabii Tan and Dis

Hickson Hermoso, led the-distribution
*of assistance packages for the Musiim -
.-evacuees to-celebrate ‘Iitar“ or break* :

ng of the fast. -
' The retief packages thch are

“inthe commuinity”

a Andot:.and, Assistant Secretary:. ...
. advisercalled on thepeopie of Lanaoto

work toward rebuzldmg socio-cultural -
-relationships that were: damaged by

_‘the armed hostilities: -

he. meanttme the premdentzdl__._‘____ o

. Dureza explamed that thzs is the

':mex'pected to benefit around 5,787
évacuees, inchuded “moknas” er the

nts-:;and.:_ai....

Va.mety cf food iternis: :
“*There are those who want to de-
stroy our relations and turnus. against
each other. Let us not allow this to
happen,” Dureza said in Filipino, as
the huge crowd of men, women and
‘children gathereci at the evacuation

site cheered in agreement.

But he stressed that these peace

_spoilers will never win, as long as the
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reason OPAPP is implefrienting a se=

_ries of “social Healing” activities that '

“ainvtorestore trustand respect: ameng

ithe different ethno~re1 1(")115
the affected areas.

“The healing must start w1th us and :
it must begin now,” he said.

Dureza noted that a key feature
of these healing efforts are informal
conversations that wouid be conducted
in clusters or small groups to be fa-
cilitated by imams, ulamas and other
Musfim ieaders -and volunteers. (With
a report by Francis Wakefield)
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By Gharine A Manaia

"yesterday raised .an alarm over
storiesan government troops who
threatened to rape-wornen if they
don't leave Marawi City amid
President Duterte’s rape joke and
with the Mindanac-wide martial law
in effact..

T ‘have ?ersonaﬂv heard the

stories of women who sought
refuge in- evacuation cenfersin

Lango del Norte and Lanao delSur ¢
: troops ™
~~threatened-to.rape-them,.as.../
encouraged by o less than.
“Piegident Duterte’ in this publics

after - government

ramarks, ”'Brnsa‘s gaid at a forum

in‘Quezon Gityin time for the first
month «of the ma:rtlal law:,

deciara!.‘fon

"which prove that the martial law

and?resxdem: 's1ape marks-have :
~actually embo]dene He: m;htary_
‘to dangle rape ‘threats against’

woraen in Marawi City. We fear that
there are actual-victims of rape
~and we encourage them to speak
.ouf and seek ]ustzce," she added.

L
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‘mosemiinarable to harassmentand

- SThese-are: alarmmg aecoun’ssm:;;
“no sufficient. facilities and wit

'aupport services,” she added.

5-955% Local. 5285, 5245

"
Pags: ~

reaten ﬁgfm rape women

Bmsas visited the evacuatmn,

._demers s member of the National
Gabrlela Rep Aﬂene Broeabﬂ?’"T

nbEsEaiEh Huroanitarian Mission”
ondueted Tast June 14 to 16. She;

‘together with other human rights.
advocates, was denied entry o

Marawi City by the military.
“On top of its rights violations!
with 4he non-stop aerial

‘bombardment of Marawi, the=
-miiltaw is using rape threats ag’ "
“fool of war, coercion and :
“hat agsrient against womerl. Any *
“signiof safety is elusive for thie
‘women particularly in Marawi :

Oity with armed men stili en the

other forms of abuses as they are :
cramped inevacugtion cexnters

ATEfrorh thess, the lawmake
said:the martial law declaration. and.
thefighting have caused pricesto

- skyrocket in many parts of -

Mindanee and have disrupted the .

livatihood of millions of people.
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| ﬁy ﬁ@ami Mallan
| Two key ﬁgures n the Islanu £
“siege on Marawi City, Ornarkha arm “@max
“who is one of the Maute, i
terror assault and Malaysia’ _

; 'uiuversmylecmremumed mﬂltantM |

were: beheved to have been aron the':‘

s "-a--«.n.p-.-.«-»m-v.
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v ’I‘he Stmzz.s ’I’?,ms ina report
Sﬂid Mahmud, who helped finance
the ongoing siege by extremists in
Marawi City, was believed to have
been killed in fighting there. "

“The report said.the killing of
Mahmoud if eonfirmed would deal
a,sévere hlowto the. IS bid fo sefup

= Fase in Southeast Asia. He was -

agidv believed to heave been
designated as s successor-of Isnilon
Hapilon, named as head of I8’
franchise in Southeast Asia. ~ .
Mohd Najib, Husen, Mahmud's
right-hand man, had been killed
earlier. The two Malaysians were
identified as the chief recmters fctr
IS inthe region.
anstern ‘Mindanao Command
(Easmuncom} deputy commander

o Bmg., Gen, Gilbert Gapay, meamwhile, ..

sald in' & television intetview that

Omar and Mahmoud were among
those killedin:the-ongoing- mﬂltary
operaimns in Marawi City. -

-~ Armed Forces.of the Piuhppmes
(AFP) chief of staff General

Eduards Ano, citing intelligenice -

shgred by forelgn mzhtary

last month. -

_ Afio added Mahmud was
suspected of channelling more than
P30 million from the I8 terror group
to acequire firearms, food and other
supplies for the Marawi City siege.

Mahmud, also known as Abu
‘Handzalah, was said to be among
the leaders in the Maute group
which is seeking IS recoguition in
putting up & Scutheast Asia
caliphate in Mindanao,

-Omar with his brother Abdullah
formed the Maute group which had
led several Islewnic group in storming
Maraw] City & month ago.

Afio claimed the military bas a
general idea of where Mahmud was
buried and troops are irying to
locate the exact spot with:the help
of civiliansto recover the remains.
. Malaysian security officials have
also received information of
Mahmud's kifting in Marawi and were
frying to-confirm it 0

~ Two other leaders, top Flhpmo
militant suspect Tsnilon Hapilon and
Maute’s brother, Abdullah, were stiil
fighting in Marawi, Aflo said. .

_A month ago, about 500 local
‘militants, along:with several
foreigners, stormed into Marawi
City, a bastion of Islamic faith in
Mindanao. Troops since then have
‘lled:ebout 280, en, recovered

CnEnnnE Lae
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reinforcements fmrn elsewhere he
said, | ... .
Foreign M;mstiﬂ Alan Peter
Cayetanc and his Ma]a,ysza,n and
Indonesian sountérparts met ina
daylong closed-deor meeting with

‘top security officialslast Ti:tursda.y
to-discuss the Mamwz crisis,

They agreed ort'a plan of actz'on-
te.combat terropisii and rising

extremism and deal with the
‘prospects of Asian fighters
‘returning to thairregion from Syria

and Iraq, where the I8 group has

‘béen losing territory.

Afio said that the battle in
Marawi wastaking longer than usual
because -the militants were using
civilians as human shiélds and had
no qualms destroying an gntire city
and kﬂhng anyone on their path.

- *We can just bomh them away

of use napalm bomb to-burn

“nedrly 3001 “assault firearms and

Many of the high rises were used "
- a8 sniper 'posts to slow down the
advance off government forees, the

milibary said,
At leasit 65 scidlers and pohce

giid 26 civilians have also-died Gnly—

four Marewi villages remain in the

militants ihad occupied.

“They are constricted in a very
small areq, They're pinned down,”
Afio said.

He added three hoatloads of
gunmen, who tried $o join the
militants, were blasted by navy

- gunboats . three days ago in Lake
Lanao, which borders Marawi,

The gunmen may have either
been militants repositioning frem
nearby areas or rebel

20

SALGE.EITTY L

government troops.areverifying if ... regained:. control, of 85 buildings. ...

Poo TR P
207 ZAnmal.

_ everything, but then, we lelnot be
ATy chfferentf th
_that ‘e said,”

. AFP . Task Foree  Marawi

: sbokeqman TieutenantColone] JoAr

Herrera earlier told reporsers-the
military had. r*anflrmﬁdmfomatmn

Q0

that mmte had-died: -mdimn
: I‘Srecﬂntér AR

. hands of the militants, out of the -~ M
19 of D8 villages across thelakeside

" eity ‘of 200,000 people thal the

wounded in the fi ght‘ g"m Marmwl' -'dep oying. mﬁlzants to ﬁghtm Syna ’

and Irag. Among those he had
recruited was Malaysla's first
suicide bomber, Ahmad Tarmimi
Malild.

He hlmself had received trammg
at an al-Qaeda camp in Afghanistan
under Osama bin Laden while
studving at Pakistan's Islamabad
Istamic University in the late 1990s.
He returned to Malaysia to lecture
gt Universiti Malaya.

After heing exposed as a
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militant by Malzysian police-iri 2014,
. hefledtothe Fhilippines.

. exchange from our troops and the

Malaysian. QOur  troops  are

recovering many cadaversof Maute
 terrorists andwe are in the process.

of verifying the identities of the

‘personalities,” Gapay said.

‘counterpart regarding Matunud. -
- %Our report is that.

. Herrera said but -

Herrera, however, said he-can't E

extegorically say if Omarwasindeed )
" glo discovered 11 kilograms of high-

killed “because we do not have the

DAY i e
. “We can't say what day he:was

Killed; how hie was Killed or where .

‘was his cadaver buried, But we have

‘been reporting as early a8 two.

. There's a strong indication'and we
“igpntinte bo) make: validations,®
“Herrera said:
o ARPfmds P10MEshabu
R in combat zome” -
© Millions. & worth: -

" methamphetarine Hydrochioride ar..

shabu was ag

troops fro

"still holed

Report said that two kilograms, -

of shabu, with an estimated street

value of P10 million, were seized

from the house of former Marawi

‘City Mayor Omar Solitario-All - -
Ali is among the miore than 300

individuals ordered arrested by -
martial law administrator Defense. .

Z4lR

t Omar was”
Killed in one of the fout conflet
areas, Barargays Tilod, Raya:
Madays, Marindut and Bangolo,” ¥

cof,

sif redoverad by
)
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" Secretary Delfin Lorenzana in

. connection to the ongoing siege in

Aravalo said Filipino froops
wounded in the monthlong conlict,

<actually, it's intelligence - MarawiCity by ISinspired ferorists,

led by Isniton Hapilon and the Maute
e
" the financiers of the Maute group.

“Anthorities said that the shabu was
discovered at the second floor of

sone:

forces.conducting “house t6 house”
clearing operations in Marawi City

.-grade shabu with an estimated

miflion.

amounting to P78.9 million weré also
cavered. o e

- Gapay seid the military Is ,ii-;t}ie__héi_:s_'e-which-Was.sima,tedsabsgt.
- coordinating ‘with its Malaysian - threelilometers from the conflict:

“Previously, cash and __'dhec'i.{s-

Aliisalso included in President
“Puterte’s list of. government
- officials allegedly tnvolved m the -
“iilegal drugs trade or protectors. .

- Earfier, government security

are either refusing tobe evacualgd
fo the rear or.are yeamning to-he

- “pack to the front lines aifer

’Ihe:ex—magidfis-alleg'edls"hméhg * sometime in the hospital particularly

‘those who sustained minor injuries.
 *4nd indeed morg than Ralf, §
was told, were back in action
(aiready),” the military official said.
.- The ATP~hag declined to give
exact figures for the rumbers ol
soldiers wounded-inaction in the
ongoing fighting butsources ‘has
placed this to around 306 military
persomnel: e Lo R0
. Fighting with the Maute Group .
terrorists started shortly after .
attempls by the military to
apprehend Abu Sayyal leader Isnilon

© Hapilon, a staunch ally of the lawless -

reet value -of more than P10, elements; Tast May 23,

s of this posting, the deathitoll

in the ongoing fight is placed at 268 -

Maute Group tefrorsts, 86 soldiers
and police officers and 26 civiliang,

oo Meanwhilep cellular, sites. .o ..

City-from the remaining terrorsts,

" pack infe the fight after spending

“This was bared by ,Armed.quceé
Philippines. (AFF} public
tfice ‘chisf” Cok: Bdgard

oTheir morale is bigh
" potwithstanding the wounds they
sustained. They know since the start
that this is & reality of the service
" that they must face. As the old
_Filipino adage says, ‘Ang isanyg
‘sundalo, habung nASUSUIILIN,
lalong tumatapang,’” he said, -

ite._injuries ‘sustained fn-
ngoing efforts toliberate Marawi ™

Filipino troops wounded in.action
have high morale and Taring to go

“sometimeinthe hospital. ool

“provide 15:day free call and:s

‘Tnternally Displaced Persons (1DP

Marawi City were activated to -

megsaging services for soidiers

in the battle-siricksn ared. . 5ol
 The free cellular service was
announced duving a Joint press

conference nf the Armed Forces
of the Philippines, the Department.. -
formation. pooAnd...

evals when asked“about: the -
‘statis of troops wounded-in-action.

‘Com:
(DICT).

arid Globe Telecord in C
Agninaldo. et
7 Mr, Brnest Cu, President and -
CEO of Globe Telecom, announced
that ali Globe and TM prepaid
subscribers in Marawi -City will
receive a text message from Globe
and TM to inform them about the

promo.
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of countries to wppm t the
Philippines.

wa;r WhICh Duterte has warned is Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr -
! pa:t of an IS campaign to establish  commander of the Western
| 4 base in Mindanao. The fighting Mindanao Command (Westmincorm),
“Rag left Marawi, the most important ~ on Friday said there is 4 néed for
% Anstralian ‘military spy andpiayed aprom,iném mleml.' _ ?:?;el;;n mciifxymlsn the Philippines :Icorﬁ:r?grslion:’g;( togetherto §"1ghl
g’nanu, will tort fsing wissians Smﬂmﬁrmmm : In 2 statement, the Australian “I$18 is a global mennce and
ver ‘\Imd‘man 20 help in the _Adrfines plane MH370, which " government said the move is part  scourge of humanity, It should be
fight againg! istamic militants went ﬁemmthemmete Ix;ﬁianﬁ.' of its commitrent to work with the  addressed collectively by ali
terrorizing the avea, Australian. | Opeanoff. Mstraﬁa, in201¢: . Philippines in fighting terrorismin  nattons and people who believe on

-the region. -

EeienseMuque: Marise Payne sdsdiare the ‘world order’ of mukual
respect, peace, and humanity,”

Galvez szid.

He issuad the statement alter
Australia, Indonesia, Malagsia and
Smg&pare offered support td end
the crisis in Marawi City and
address the growing threats of the
Islamic State for Traq and Syria
(I8I8) group ir Southeast Asia.

Gaivez had been overseeing the
campaign to flushout members of
the I8ISdnspired Maute and Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) members holed
up in Maraw! Gity for o monti now.

He declined to provide specific
details on when this assistance will

‘na.ld

% PFighters lmked tu the
I&slamm State (IS) group have
besn battling troops for a
mtmf;h mound M aWI bity na

'c(}uflwt that has claimed .

hundreds of hives.

_ C%ﬂberra, whnh has an o
o wx:wnmf B gbotier ativn

. program with Manila, said two .
~highftech AP3C Orion aireraft

-~ will provide sarveillance support. -

to the Philippine military.
"The regional threat from -

The Austrah&n asmsta.nce will

“be affective for two weeks upon a

mutually agreed date by military

~ officials. of both countnes

Lovenzana said. -
*We welcome any techmcal

assistance that our allies can

provide while the Armed Forces of

.. the Philiopines (AFP) is in the

precess of developing such

 capabilities,” he added.

“With these AP-8Cs from the

: ,.Austrahan Defense Force (ADF),

olir troops can benefit from
erthanced airborne surveillatice of
the area any time of the day

'""f”termrism A pAFtichlar o

. ._;Daashzmdfmezgnhghtezs,15a___ e

'3'dile«;;t threat to Australiaand’

Jidiy m’tez‘ests " said Payne, usmg -

an Aﬂablc acronym for IS. .

: "Ausa a,lza wﬂl contmue to

Lcrenzana noted that the AP—

" 8C Orion alreraft will immediately

assist inthe ongoing operations as
soon as the AFP and ADF finalize

~operational details....

Sec1 etary Deifm Lﬁrénzana,‘,ii?
about how Australia cotld help. -
and “we agreed the best way to. -
defeat terrorism in our-Fegion -

) is for us to work together
Top spyplmw

The versatile AP-3C- Oz-mns,f{;
usually patrol maritime borders::
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“In the fight against global
terror, we need to act as a
comumunity of nations, Anyilepand

* gupport we can get from our friends

and ailies wili always be welcome,”

Lorenzana said.
The Australian government had

_ provided food and other supplies
~ valued at §820,000 to help meet
" the urgent needs of more than

320,000 displaced people in
Marawi City in addition to the
package of support for the peace
process and education in

" Mindanao that Australia Foreign

Minister Julie Bishop announced
during her visit to Marila in
March 2017,

‘Feld commander welcomes
helpt the verail commander of the
military serees on the ground
battlingthe Maute group in Marawi

_ City weleomed the pronouncemert

therssy ifproving operations-on
the ground 7 the DND chref

' stressed

o The operat:on of thes& aireraft
will not require the embedding of
ADF petgoritel With' inxpme troops’
" on the ground.

~sbart-to-help resolve-the Imonth-

long crisis in Marawi City..

‘Hewarlierconfirmed that Ue e

forces stationed in this city went
to Marawi City (o agsist the Filipino
troops purely on gathering
inteiligence information,

_ The two P-3 Orion aircrafts

from Australia will provide aerial

surveillanee and targeting,

communications assistanee fo the
Philippine military in Marawi City.

The offer of Australia came
after top intelligence officials fro:
the Philippines, Indonesia, am
Malaysia have agreed to strengther
trilateral cooperation in preventin'
terrorism and extremism fro
establishing operational buses -
Southeast Asia.

In a statement posted on its socia:
media count, Singapaere Minister for
Defense Ng Bug Hen said they stad
to suppoi s the Philippinesio end the
erisis in Marawi City.

“The threat of tervorism ic
clear. feit!  heiype of situation
in Marawi . the Philippines}
escalates or transports o expands
in other areas, we recognize that
terrorist elements could entrench
there and thar could mean many
years of trouble for all of us,” he
said.

elestronic eavesdropping; and- oo
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HEmilitarychiefsaid
- F "aMalaysian militant
‘who heiped lead and

finance-thesiege in south- i

ern Marawi City has been
killedinone of the setbacks
to the uprising by locals
aligrned with the Islamic
State ([S) group.
Armed Forces of the Phil-
Jpines Chief of Staff, Gen,
Eduarde M. Afo told The
. Asgociated Press on Frlday
. that Mala rsian Mahmud
- bin Ahmad was wounded in
i the fighting in Marawi last
. ‘month and died on June 7 of
- his wounds. Alocal militant
. leader. Omarkhayam Maute,
- alsois believed to have heen
killedin the early days.of the

. wiolence. Troops are looking

for their remains. .
L Afio, citing 1ntelhgenc9
. shared by foreign coun-

-demned theattacki in. Maraw1

A%

Page.

‘As the IS group loses
terntory in Syria and Irag,
Southeast Asian goverm-
ments worry that battle-
hardened Asian flgﬁtﬂrs,
including ones from Indo-
nesia and Malaysia, ..may
returnto exploit socialres-

cies to estabhsh a foothold
in theregion. .

Many worry tba‘i: *hef

~ siege’in Marawi could draw’
.in the returnmg fihadis.’

- “Weexpect that those who -

will be' ‘displaced there will
go.to Asia and because of the
Marawi uprising, the Phiiip-
pznes ig like a magnet,” said

- Afo, who took part in. rhe'

&) ecunfy conference.

. indonesian Foreign, I\fim— ;

; _1ster Retwo Marsudi com-

CUterpaTEs) savs Mahmud s

more thaﬁ PBOI ml.ll.l.(}ﬂ:‘...

(%600, 000) from the IS
__.group to.acquire firearms,
foodand other supplies for

. the attack.

: '.'.:-':3Ieady to'help:
“Your challenges ara In" -

and sald her aovernment is

‘donesia’s Lhallenges and

. your chailenges are also. tbe

O”'Th“fsigythe PRI

pmes, Indonesia and Ma-

+laysia: agreed to ¢losely cac
| operate.to halt theiflaw of

‘militants, weapons, funds
and extremist propaganda
across their borders, as they
expressed alarm over recent
attacks in theregion, includ-
ing a monthlong siege of a
southern Philippine city.

" Foreign Secretary Alan
Peter 5. Cayetano and his
Indonesian and Malaysian
counterparts metin Manila
withtopsecurity officialsto
discussajointplanofaction
amid the siege of Marawi
city by militants aligned
with the IS group that has
lefrat least 369 combatants
and civilians dead.

_;nd‘ that'm' no actmn' s ‘not-
an optlon

Malaysms top é1p10mat .
Anifah Amar, said it's more
difficult now for govern-
ments to fight militants,;
who are willing todieand are
harnessing technology and
social media to spread their
messages faster and recruit
followers across the world.

“Motivated by a perverse
ideology, terrorists today wel-
comedeath forothersandalso
for themselves,” Anifah said.

Cayetano said the three
countries agreed to go be-
yond a military solution
in dealing with extremists
who breed in dismal social

; - that drugs, crime, poverty,
tiveness, weak law enforce-

ment, a surfeit of illegal.
arms and raging insurgen-

o pressed “concern over the

: mtrzlhgence sharing about
_-potential threats, stop the
Aflow.of militants, fundsand

Maiaysmn financier
believed klﬂed in smg

“conditions. “We take note

hostage; oexupying pui
sz and 1ns‘i.a11mg Islam
'1_:3’15 black flags

injustice play a big role in
making the ground fertile
for recruttment or for radi-
cahzmg, especially young
pecpie Cayetano said.
‘Ina joint statement,
the. three governments ex-

recent incidents of terror-
ism and vielent extremism
in their countries” and said
they would plan strategies
togethér to combat them.
“They pledged to improve

IY ztants Si}gpéﬁ_té
) und for Marawi i

iHony s and rontain the_
' d___o_f propaganda on______

The countries w111 3.]..::0

- discuss how to cooperate
| in enhancing military and
- law-enforcement training

“andhelp.each otherpromote
© religious tolerance and mod-
e e e
ST Whiatisimportant isthel
help of religious leaders so:
“we can bring them back to
moderate; mainstream Is-

lam,” Afio said. Southeast
Asianforeign ministers will
meet later this year to dis-
cuss tising radicalization
and violent extremism.

On May 23 about 500
militants, includingseveral
Indonesian, Malaysian and
other foreigners, stormed
the business district of
Marawi, a lakeside center
of the Islamic faith in the
south of the iargely Ro-
man Catholic Philippines,
takmg a priest and others

T
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A'Mayor Ioseph Erap Eetiada
has b 'ushed asuie reports cucu_latmg
ocial media ,_a‘c the rad cal -

I IamlstMauteigrou .
bombings in several areas in Metro Mamla,-:—

mcludmg Mam].as Qulapo district. -

" action, initiate counter securi
“measures to preverlt govemrnent 4

Page. 0z

ity police force have remained in full
.+ alert to condiict possible interdicdon

- casualty and artacks from the en~ ' and securty measures to prevent

ﬁc to pract!ce res
mverified reports ... .

its and vitalinstallations

Hilario -Has smce .been re- -
eved peénding investigation of
the leakage. Manila Police District

. +The" ikelihood: of - a7, -imminent
fhreat is veéry, yery minimal heré in the
Cityof Maniia, SO there’s ncthing to worry

P_ - o T ) (MPD). director Chief Supt, Joel - = Dbu _
i ST aveas of Manila,” Corgneladded.

‘Covonel said he, toc, cafne 4cross
- the document in Facebook,

o vahdated andiyérified. Its just a
divective for all PNP: personnel to
be on alert, to remain vigilant, and

also to conduct infelligerice opera-

. tions to validate that mformatlun,i .

" kung may threat, " he explained:’

" Asked # the memorandum is .
fake, Coronel said it appeared to be -
authentic Nevertheless, the MPD

" chief reassurad that the 4,600-strong

- Intelligenc: Branch (SIB)
- of the Valenzuela City Police Sta-.
tion revealing the purported plan’
“of the Maute group to bomb sev- -
eral locations in Metro Manila®
were circulated in Facebook.

The - one-page  memorandum
dated June 16, 2017 and with a sub-
ject line “Plan {sic) Bombing in Metro
Manila” stated that Maute group led
by Mamhang Maute and Abu Hi-
daya Maute are “planning to conduct
bombing (sic) in Trinoma, Quezon
City, SM Cubao, Quezon City Cixcle,
certain places in Quiapo and Makati”

Signed by one Chief Insp.
Jowilouie Bonacbra Hilario, SIB
chief, it directed the Police Com-
munity Precinct (PCP) command- 5 &}
ers to ‘please take appropriate

* emy, particularly PNP Stations/

S “The rformation 1§ et tobes

"-':'-:_preqse]w; w%lj e arke mnéuctlng
“round-the-clock checkpsint oper-
. ations, patrol visibility, both mo-

bile and foot patrols, in different

S0 as not to cause UNNeces-

in social media anything remotely
connected to terrorism that has
not ‘beern independently verified
or confirmed as genuine by law
enforcement authorities,

“Just remain wigilant and re-
pmt any suspicious persons, activi-
ties, or situations you happen to ob-
serve to the police,” Coronel said.
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‘Letters of hope for soldiers, cmhans launched

Araneta’s gmup has: “seen posmve '

'While th'éi*e:is n’o' éér.t.éinty in the
terror groups,” the ARMM's Bureau of

period of miilitary operations against
Islamic militants in Marawi City, people
from elsewhere in the country and over-

5eas can reach out to soldiers involved-

and civilians: atfected in the brewing
strife through the ‘letters of hope’ cam-
paign unt;ated by a Metro Mamla based

ang-based PAREF Woodrose School

Concerned teachers ﬂ'am the Ayala

doctorwho wsﬂ:ed Maram C;ty Iaunche&
adonation drive for garments and thank
you notes to soldiers fighting the local

Public Information (BPD quoted Region-

al Cabinet Secretary Kha] Mambuay-
Campong as saying.

The BPI said the expanded “letters

of hope” campaign encourages people

from other regions of the country and

abroad to inspire soldiers as well as
«-evacuees-and relief-workers:withrmessx

sages through mgraraneta@gmail com, o
"259,282 Ine wduais havé been’ displaced

an emait a0dress of PARER Weodrose- o
“by the erisis‘and are now in evacuation’

: ---;Iaunched therdriveseariy this o =
mltxally for soldiers and later expanded
-the coverage toinclude civilians affected :
by the'crisis, accordmg to-officials of the
" Autonomous Regwn in MusHm Mind-

School teacher Rinz Araneta.

The BPI said the messages sent’

to the email address would then be
downloaded to Campong’s team for

deliveryto-concerned-clientele-soldiers—

anaoc (ARMM.:.
“Actuaﬁy, thls idea sisrted when a

and civilians.

“rAraneta g
A total of 51 651 farnmes invol vmg :

pong, whe is from the war- torn city.

unpact of the campaign to the soldiers
thus-expanding the campaign to include
civilians, espemally those most affected
by the cmsxs ” the ARMM medja bureau
said.

of love and oneness to those civilians
who are severely affected by this war
= our dlspiaced brothers and szster's *

S AR dur Ietters make the:r way to-
our soldiers, let us also extend the spirit

centersor staymg with their relatives, as
of June 15, the BP] said.

“We, the peopie of Marawi, need the

prayers and wordsof Hope,” aid Cari ™
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" DAVAO- cm —Authorities
‘on Priday downplayed threats
by the’ Bangsamoro Islamic
“Freedom Fighters (BIFF) to
Tl President Duterte, saving
‘_:':the tebel group was: despezate

'due torecentsetbacks.
: . Gen, :Gilbert Gapay,

eputy

mmandex of “the

T

Trmrsclrm, tons ko T ma et
.

‘Desperate pronouncemerit’
..Gapay,whoisalsornartial
law spokesperson in Min-
- danao, said the threats werea
“desperate prohouncement.”
The Pigcawayan attacks
were “a retaliation and some-~
how a cﬁversionary attack re-
~ their stronghold in’ Magum-
- danao, specifically. the “"SEMS
box.” said Gapay, refemng 0o -
the “adjacent’. Magumdanao
towns of Shariff. Aguak,Pa-
gatin, Mamasapanci
Sharlff Saydond i
. Presidential " spokesper-
son Ernesto Abella said BIFF
had' . no;” ‘ground; suppor’r
~from the-local Muslim popu-
lation and -therefore had'no
'Cﬂp&bihl’}r o Iaunch attac:ks
outs1de its, bases

- “hack to thelr stronghold inthe
. marshlands of Maguindanao
"and:could not mount an attack
“sinilar-in‘scale to the siege of
Marawi City by Islamic State

astern: Mindanao Command '
: had beenpizsheci e

) membe: of the' government

Page: A-Z

-_;(IS) -linked ﬁghters o
At least 51x rebel d

_.BIFF gunmen descended on
“the'villages ‘'of Malagakit and
- Simsiman in Pigrawayan,
" North Cotabato, on Wednes-
- day. They briefly occupied a
- school and held residents as
human shields, according to
the mifitary. Lo
‘The guamen had scraw]ed
a threat to kill the President
on & blackboard in one of the
_classrooms in Malagakit be-
fore fleeing from government
troops. They also threatened
to attack Davao City.

56

Danei i the peace Talks: thh

«cause BIFF is’ not’d}e M :
Cardinal-Orlandc Queve~
do, the archbishop of Cotaba-
to, condemned the desecra-
tion of the San Jose chapel in
Malagakit by BIFF.
© “agthe leader of the Arch-
diccese of Cotabato, I con-’
demn inr the strongest terms
possible the wicked desecra-
tion of the Catholic Chapel of
Malagakit in the parish of Pig-
cawayan and most especially
of the Sacred Hosts that were
kept there for the Catholic
faithful” he said. —wiTH RE-
PORTS FROM FRINSTOM LIM, EDWIN
©, FERNANDEZ, WILLIAMOR MAG-
BANUA, LEILA B, SALAVERRIA AND

JULIE M, AURELIO INQ)
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;:-_Pan ang karagatag ay__..
na; gbmaban~ :

Ka;iangan pmanohg 13 kataoatpagkasugatng'-
agadna ipagbigay-alamng 10 mga-biktima na kaga '
;‘mga residente ng Davao. gawaDp UMano ng mg
‘ang mga bagong dayo ga- Mante: ang : pmakahuim
:kamlang lugar. ' -pananalakay g MEE

Bm:gyang%méw ﬂzman'. - teroristasa lungsod.

o
~o
«©2
&hn
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Death threal
kw M!em

‘ “Inilarawan’ g/
N Forees of the Phlhppmes =
{AFP) na isang’ desperate.'
profouncement” ang Dag-.
babanta ng Bangsamoio
Islamic Freedom Fi ghters

‘was a theorenc retalras
tion of.. and somehow
. & diversionary. attack se-
sulfing from: the setbacka,:
major, sr;‘tbacks they- ‘have:
" been experiencing wm theft”
" stronghold in Meguindai-.,
" A0, specxﬁca?ly"the'SPMS
box; becanse our forces
them have also mtensz— :
: BIFE,” paliwatag i Geﬂ _ ‘
--g:}‘GigIbe'r;tﬁ“’Gap depu-ty--; e
oommander g Eastérn:
“iindanas Cotnmand’ sa-
~Mindanac Hour bnetmg'
: _'sa Davad kahaponi .
o - Magugunitang mlha'— :

yag ng BIFF na matapos

__--paiupad dm umano ang
_Pre%zdential Security
Group! (PSG) ng security
adjustment at assessment
para. rnasiguro ang segu-
ridad ng Pangulo sa gitna
ng Banta ng BIFF, L

Hindi naman nababa- -
haly si Présidentinl
Spokesman. Ernesio:
Abella sa banta ng BIFF™
kay Pangulong Duterte
dahil wala aniyang
ground support partikular
sa Muslim community na
nakukuha ang naturang
grupe. (Aries Canao)

)
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“Kill

By John Paolo Bencito
THE miiitary on Friday described

s a “desperate pronouncement”
the threats made by the Bangsam-.

cro Islamic Freedom Fighters to
kil! President Rodzs go Duterte and
Tatsack his homerown of Davao
City, -

“Following the BIFF s 'incur-
‘s1on‘: jitis} P;gcawavan North
Cotabato, which triggered clash-
es with the military and left two

Duterte’E

militiamen and a mumber of the _
gunmen dead and sent hundreds .

BIFF's de

of residents fleeing, the militants ™

said they will shoot to kill Duterte "

foliowing the continuing mlhtarw { remaining 30 days of martial law

wolapsed;.
We: see that it Wont reach ..

aperations.despite Ramadan. -
“We . will shoot to kﬁl you

" Duterte, and wherever you ask for
help Duterte you can never w1pe :

us out,” the group said. -
Meanwhzle the mlhtaw said it

might recommend the | 1ﬁ_zng of

Eastern Mindanee Command
deputy commander and mar-
tiel law spokesman Brig. Gen.
Gilbert- Gapay--

BIFF's threat as a “desperate
“pronoumncement” after they were
pushed back by the military,
“Desperate because what hap-
pened in Pigcawayan recently
wac somehow a divcrsicnarv at-

bac}\s they ave been axpenenc—

...Ang in_their stronghold in Magu-.... ...
“indando, specificallv the SPMS ™~

box. because our forces there
have intensified their operations
against the BIFF.” Gapay said.

SPMS box refers to the ad-
Jjotting towns of Shariff Apuak,
Pagalin (Daty Saudi), Mama-
sapanc and Shanff Savdona in
Magumdanao, where the BIFF
operates.

Abella said the BIFF rebels
could not harm Duterte,

“They can’t carry out attacks
against Duterte],” Abella said.

“The focal Muslim commu-
nity. the Maranaos espezially, do
not want this... These are iso-
lated groups that are brilliant in
mediz manipulation ... but they
do not have the necessary sup-
port coming from the ground ™

sperati

“proclamation once government
forces liberated all of Marawi
-City as it expressed confidence it
could free it completely before the

. aniother 30 moré days,” Western
“Mindanao Command chief Major

on vow—AFP-

" National E)efense of the ﬁumed

Page: Aj

But Premdentza Spokef;ma.n' _
Ernesto Abella said it would’ still -
depend on Defense Secretary Del-
fin Lorenzana and the military if
martial law would be extended -
before: the 60-day consutunonal.”"
hmit was over. .. - s

- “That will depend on the rect
ommendation of the secretary o‘f

- General Carlito Galvez sald ma
radio imterview.
- “We réally ses that we can get it

President Duterte’s ‘martial law: and clear everything in Marawi.”

deseribed - tha-m

Forces who are the implementors. .
of martial Iaw Abeila told report-
ers in Dax ao Clty

. Next page N

Amid the threats, thﬁ military
said the Presidential Securm
Group had made some adjust-
ments fom tme o Ume 1o en-
i sure Juzerte g Galtt'\’

a dif-

ori the
{ area of engagement. They have
: ey Inqk_e ':-adiUSKmen[SZ.".’i__ Gﬂpa}" e e e et e et e e
said.
He said the BEFF likely had
a “lechrical alliance™ with the
Maute group that wreaked havoc
i1 Marawi City.

He nsisted that the meident
) 3 n

P a
anl nol

remamed  suisicd
spitlover as Duterte had eathier
warned,
“As far as tactical alhance is
concerned, that 1s very possibie
-~ and we have seen that i some
aperations wherein BIFF fight-
ers are sending augmentation o
not just Maute but also other lo-
cal terrorist groups i the coun-

© gy Gapay said,
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By ALEXIS ROMERO
and ﬁDiTH REGALADO

Freedom Fighters (BIFF) has
ne capability to assassinate

President Duterte, Malacafiang
said yesterday as it laughed-
off a supposed death threat .
scribbled on a blackboard at

a school in a North Cotabato

ided earlier b mlil-.-'
town. raide Y : iafe d gr@up‘z that are bnlhaﬁt

he .

tamts.

R iie support fromv]ocal res1den4:s
o el med'

 The local Muslim com-
ity the-Maranaos espe-i
b ¢ “mincom, said the Presidential.

The Bangsamoro Islamch_f-'for'whatever reason that they - Security Group is making

Pres'.zdentla] spokesman Er-""dt me
nesto Abella said the BIFF has _.ad

cially, do not want this. And

Davac City.

m'ampulatzon

{eputy commander of

T think we need to go back =
R the fact that thése are iso- gays in Pigkawayan iownin
“North Cotabato earlier this

(.Je fsi Cﬂlb ert

- danao Command and spokes-
wman for martial-faw in East-/

(BIFF) are dealing with this, " some adjustments in its secu—-="

hether it is personal interest .
of what, there is no ground
“supportfor them,” Abella said -
“ata press briefing yesterday in |

rity arrangement for Duterte,”

‘especially with his having de-

clared martial law and order-

ing offensives against Maute
terrorlsts in Marawi City.

Aftez attacking two aranw;

‘week, the BIFF thredtened
0 latmch Its next attack in

edvFovces Easterane_

Ieasures are

from timetotime for the safety

and security of vur President.
So with & strong political will
demonstrated by the President,
it really = 'sabi nga niya (he
said), marami siyang kaaway na
-he’s making many enemles,”
Gapay said,

In the Pzgkawavan attack .

on Wednesday, eight BIFF
members and bne government
militiaman were killed.

After driving away the ban-

dits, security forces found torn
posters of Duterte as well as a
scribbled note onablackboard
threatening the President with

Gapay d1smzssed the BEFF

a “desperate pronouncement.”

Duterte has not had any’

public engagement since
‘Wednesday but officials
claimed he was just resting

- and that his private time had

nothing to do with the sup-

‘posed threats. -
f.Ma:zie-BlFF alliance?

- While security officials
mamfamed that the Pigk-
awayan attack was not related
to the Marawi siege, Gapay
said atactical alliance between

O

threat against the President as
“and the BIFF, particularly the

~Bungos faction, had sworn

S the BIFF and the Maute group.:“

is possible. . .
Gapay said both the Maute

allegiance to the Middle East-
based extremist group Islamic

“State.

_“As far as tactical alliance
is concerned, that is very pos-
sible and we have seen that in
some operations wherein BIFE
fighters are sending augmenta-
tion to, notjust Maute, but also
other terrorist, local terrorist
groups in the country,” the
Eastern Mindanao Command
deputy chief said.
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By John Paolo Bencito.
THE govemment plans td'coriw;ne an
““All-Moro Convention” to merge ifs two

separate peace agreements and between
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front and

 the Moro National Liberation Front to - -

nalty answer the “Eangsam(}ru Gquestion,”
- which has been the root of the centuries-

~ old-conflict in Mindanao, g senior Cabi-.

conflicting tracts in  the separate

‘peace process. mvolving the
MILF and the MNLE ‘of brother
Nur Misuari, and their concomi-

tant complexities - PIOpes con-

All- Mfépe ace deal eyed

" Following the ongoing siege of Maraw
by the Maute terrorists, Mindanao Devel-

net official said Friday. = . .
i

opment Authority Secretary Abul Kahyr
Alonto said the fatlure to addf:ESS the
Bangsamoro Question “has invited the

“ivesion of foreign Daesh e;;_trg_n_n_ism
“such as ISIS” S

r*Towards this end, aware of th'_{:'_tWG
. Nextpage

- The MILF has finished jis
- draft for ifs Bangsamoro Basic

L Law through the . Bangsamoro
- Transtiion Commission and it is

immediately . convene.. wi

: gs of the Pres-
.ident, the All-Moro- Convention
o ‘expedite inclusivity “or the
Pparticipation of all sectors of the

Bangsamoro,” Alonto said,

T The former MéraWi’fm_t}f may-

‘peace’ accords ‘would ‘be ben-
eficial should the government
proceed with its plan to form a
federal type of government for
Mindanao, i
“The All-Moro Convention
will prepare the commen Moro
platform in the form of a’pro-
posed. consolidated and Gom-
- prehensive Moro law based on
consensus, inclusivity and con-
. vergence in line and in prepe-
| ration for federalism, ‘which
the Convention will submit to
the Constitutional Commission
that will prepare the draft of the
new Constitution of the Federal
Republic of the Philippines,”
Alonto said.

- up for Duterte’s signa

- being sent fo:Congress
" The administration, meay. -
while, s engaging with. the
MNLF through 2 separate fve-

.man panel, which. has.ygt,;ito,;la}
. down _ their proposals for the
~ntended - Bangsamoro &

; id
Misvari was riot recepfive o
- Joming the MILF-led BTC due
to their differences, but had ex-
pressed willingness to work with
the new government, R
. Alonto, however, who Jeads g
sepa_rate MNLF faction, said the
Marawi tragedy should propel
Moro groups to look at the ner-
its of federalism ag Propaosed by
Duterte, who is trying to address
the failed peace process in the
previous administrations, "

4l
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By JOBE RODEL CLAPANG The repel are shli under-
ground ar i would onhv sur-
jace r(wwcnhunale' iy nu‘“wacc
alls as msutants and wou]c‘

he free from arrest under the
joind Agreenent O Saichy and

The communist Natiunal
Temocratic Front (NDFi has
submitted its st of consultants
and personalities ficmat

\-'\—'ith the immm]*" Guaranter (1.551G).

ing mi the peace all
Philippine governmeni. Trinjdac sard the rebel lead-
- T )

T8 ;:;;nei g b w;new. suriaced
§
L

rado- and are participating in the

Covernmeni pra
member Angela Lib
Trinidad sard the jist was peall aegnhations have also
submitied and doposiied: ' eeT 1 muaw il st

C;T said the 14 51G-covered
'mmltaﬂrc were 1szued

the MNetherlands government W
facilitat ng: the pus -' negs )"‘a' nis

tions between the NDF and -}L.tera of authority by govern-
] mhp”mt- sovernment. ment panel chair 9‘1 estre
The NDFierepr esen‘""=1w+110~--~-5ci‘.so i1l which.they. should
____Cﬂmmmlzsl Pazr“ of the Phil- p sent 0 security c,inmalmn
]:7]‘)1]‘&‘.‘. and the' Nmf Peomc ase tnev are heu:’ or GEREI oo e
Armv in the peace taiks. i nt pane 'uunae’ '
."‘.\\.CU-\_;;:’\._ w0 Tomidad, the _\-1;,_4,1 €377 jained .

e par*: ol the b,
< profess of

~r»--va'1dauﬂﬁ the ;d eniities.of the

RN submitted h‘ nel I an

o1y e IRT
2l e LD

£arg

and photographs of ﬂ'l";ﬁ rebels whe are using aliases.

rebels
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Social healing must start
now éven if the terrorist Maute

groupstill hounds Marawi .

City, Presidential Adviser:
the Peace Process Jestis Dureza
sznd }*esterdav g -

Buru-imn, Lanao ‘del Nork

'_"""nao to work towards: rebild-

us againsteach pther Letusnot

Duneza made the call in front .
of 5,797 dlsplaced Marawi resi-
dentsstaving in a:gymnasium a

He urged the people of La-

ing’ socio- “ctiltural
relationships thaf- g

ingly built: among us. We areall
' brothers and sisters. Letus all -
“unite. There are those who want -
‘o destroy our relations and tim.

and not give in to'the

allow thisfo happen headded
et : that troufbie

0 "b‘reak the borids of friendship
and” umity we have painstak-

F1l1pm0 peopl e rerain

of hafred bemg esp'oua: d By

bombardment as n connterter-
rorism and counter-insureency
thod, have stoadily inc d
T RITREOT O TS

More dispiaced
residenis expeaied

Butl Kalinaw Mindanao, a
pational intorfaith humanilar-
ian mission, wairned it e fhe
militare’s Iack of decisioe roan
fution to end the armed conflict
hat would cause the rize of (he
number of digplaced residenis,

“While the current crisis
has not reached proportiens
simitlar o the fODDACIDP fin-
ternaily displaced persons!
situation in 2008, the aprraren(
lack of deciarer resoiulion o end
the Marawi siege. the Anned
Forces” unbending tack of e
ing airstrikes deepiie massive
destruction of |‘?l‘t'lpi’,-"{i(“- ard
eovernmenl froops casuallios.

Uz

group s

: \\!(~ fopesee ihlq £ IQL"'L’"“’ et
i mse and spread o other apsas e

the AFTT rosqrts 1o aeral bombard-
mients s hich do ol discriminaie
civiians advoreely affect forme
ared lveiithoed and by evidenee
ol experience domesticalls and
internationallv have nol proves
eficclive in docimabing feprord
d nroupn.
“dartial lave has alse rein-
wrred, justificd and empoivernsd
the militars mentabine o treating
massive internal dlspiar_.\!mcm
asa Cullal"‘rai ol war, This men-
tality has fueled mifitary bra-
vado lo indiscriminately bomi
civilian homoes and mosques, vel
no evidence ol offeciive docima-
fﬁr‘z‘ﬂ

Hon o lerrorst {forceshay o
" he added,
iwhis-

shioaens i the o
- lose Rodel Clapano,
dina Villanueva, john Uneen,
Percepe Fcheminada, Rainies

Allan Ronda

PR - ””d the continuing use ot aerial
OFEICE OF THE ARNMY CHIEF PUBLIC LFFAme~ Srai ade: Cachiov - oo
—~ . - o~ ) PR Ty
2 Doenmng LETING e DELNE DECUTND L & .ani
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One of the Mauie ‘brothers'and a Ma-"
laysian financier of the siege in Marawi

City are believed to have been killed .
as the local jihadists alighed with the”
Islamic State (IS) group have become

- Omar Mame Maiaysmn
ﬁnanuer hkely kxﬂed in smge

1

Page:

video .
‘shows
Malaysian
Jmilitant ;.
Mahmud .~
bin Ahmad
who heiped
lead.and
finance
‘he siege: -
in Marawl '_

' Eduardo ﬁm{} sald yesterday =
. Afio said Malaysian Mahmud bm :

‘Ahmad was badly wounded in the fight-

irig in Marawilast month a_nd reportediv '

-dleci endune 7,

increasingly constricted after a month
of fzghtmg, Armed Forces Chl&f Gen

I—Ie sa1d the mlhtary has aﬁgener

Clty

Turn to Page 4

idea where Mahmud was
buried and troops are trying
to locate the exact spot with
the help-of civilians to recover
the remains and validate the
intelligence received. :
One of the local militant
leaders, Om'a:ckhayam Maute,

'kllled in the early days oi in-
“in'Marawi, Afio added.

tense fighting, heé said

“Afio, citing mtelhgence
shared by foréign counter-
parts, said Mahmud was

suspected of channeling more
than P30 million to the IS-

inspired Maute group . 0 ac-
quire firéarms, food and: other
supplies for the attack.:

" A former Malaysian uni-

© versity professor who later
turned jihadi and received
training in Afghanistan,
Mahmud appeared in a vid-
eo showing militant leaders
planning the Marawi siege in
ahideout, asign of his key role
in the uprising. A copy of the
video was seized by Filipino
troops ina hideout on May 23.
Malaysian security officials
have also received informa-
tion of Mahmud’s killing in
Marawi and were trying to
confirm it.
Task Force Marawi spokes-
man Lt. Col. Jo-Ar Herrera
stressed they have yet to con-

“brother-Abdullah;vere:stll

firm Mahmud’s killing. -~ -

“Ne confirmation yet. We
received also same unvali-
dated reports,” Herrera -said
in a text message. «7 .. '

Two other leaders of the
uprising, Abu Sayyaf leader
Isnilon Hapilon and Maute’s -

with other gunmen. flghtmg___ R

The militaty’'s Western
Mindanao Command chief
Lt. Gen, Carlito Galvez Jr.
said they also received re-

ports that Omar Maute and
- ariother brother Madi have
'5':been illed.

“He'said the' information
that the Matite brothers were
killed by government troops
was “very likely.”

Armed Forces Public Af
fairs Office chief Col. Edgard
Arevalo said if Omar was
killed during the bombing,
it would be difficult for the
military to recover his re-
mains and officially confirm
his death.

“We are still validating this.
We have the report last week,
but we could not just confirm
this because if indeed he was
kiled in an airstrike, his body
could have been blown to
pieces,” he said. — AP, Roel
Parefio, Jaime Laude.
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By ALEXIS ROMERO

A month after President Duterte
placed Mindanao under martial law,
Malacafiang claimed that the goal of the
military rule has been attained because
security forces have foiled an attempt
by the extremnist group Islamic State (I5)
to establish a province in Mazawi City.

Officials, however, still could not

_say when the President would Lift
the declaration, which some sectors
fear would embolden the military to

«commit human rights abuses and to

suppress civil liberties. ~
 “We donot go by ratings. But we do
say that we have actually preempted
the establishment of a wilayat (prov-
ince) !
. (that) has already been, I believe, hugely
‘successful,” presidential spokesman
“Ernesto Abellasaid yesterday in Davao
W have prevented the establish-

. 1ment of this wilayat. And we have now
entered into agreements... with the

_neighboring countries so that this will
TR e e T o Page 10

So-the main goal-of preventing--

Lot fecnn” e addaod.

Asked whether martial law
weonld be Hfled anviime soon,
Abeliasaid: “That will depend
on the recommendagion of the
secretarv of National Defense,
of the Armed Forees who are
the implementors of martial
faw.”

Duterte placed Mindanao
under martial law on May I3
afrer IS-aligned terrorists from
the Maute group attacked
parts of Marawi City in Larnao

del Sur,

Critics question why the
entire isiand was coversd by
the proclamation. but officials
insisted such a move was nec

-essary.fopreventa spillover of

e

Abells chided critics who
claim that the martial law dec-
laration has resulted in abuses
itke forcibie evacuation, indis-
criminate bombardment anc
destruction of properties.

“That 15 a clear and present
danger... I think it is abou!
time that we reallv just grew

the conflict.

Armed Forces Eastern Min-. ...

danac Command deputy chief
Brig. Gen. Gilbert Capay said
his unii has not recaived re-
poris of human xights viola-

up and became more matuse
and... more politically sophis-
Seated... We're teathe jusimore
concerned and supportive of
one anothen” he said.

ML extension

tions involving soidiers cniore:
ing martial faw.

A month after the decla-
ration of martial law in Min-- 0

danao, Eastern Mindanao
Command has been steadfast
in carrving oul its mandate of
securing and shuelding the area
from terrorists” attacks. follow-
ing the dictum and principies
of necessity, praportonality
and strict adherence to tho nule
of law and human nights,” he
said.

packed

Gepay claimed that the
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mifiiar. has prevenied spill-
over of terrorism in other parts
of WMindanao because of ag-
m‘f’*«c'v(ﬂ securih operallons,

tightened security measures
and collaboration with other
law enforcement agencies and
the public.

“We are conlinuously en-
gaging different organizations
and sectors to e p ain our e~
{orts in the implementation of
martial law, to continuously

Siudents hold &

mark tha first month of President Dute

jaw in Mindansao.

0
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e enthance its un“viemenmtion
_he added.

FEgssEIHd Innovate-our-neas

sures-and activities that will

Mindanac Development

suthority chairman Abdul
}\ham Alonto said he is m fa
vor of e tending martial law 1[
necessary.

“T¢ this {crisis) will not be
resolved, even the extension,
6 it will he the T‘(—’C‘Ol’\ﬂ'ﬂ‘:’f‘]ﬂc-
tion of our execulive peopie
threugh our martial law ad-
ministrator. .. and if they feel
rhat thers is a need to extend
arsal law, then we are askang

for iU Alontlo said.
1 myuet be exdended 50 thal
vee can solve this probiom, it

v‘ﬂx not ha’dpu. n "On' ity

Alonte said ¢ lL WMarasel
erisie shouid pmﬁe* EVErYang
to loek into the merits of fed-
eralism.

-DHekson

HJL_,L)"JIL" oJ Jnk cour-

e failure 10 address

¢ Bargsamore qu yestion
comed the invasion of
¢ Dae m CXITEIISIE
ae ‘-1‘5 which feeds
on !J"u.. stration of the
Bangsamoro pun e Lowarcaf
failed DUEACE PrOCusses, he
said.

£ptal of 280 Maute mem-
hers, ot goverTunent froopers
and 26 ‘civilians have died
since fighting erupted iast

Snof g worlg-cless ANy INBLIS E Souoe oF manona Droe

rally near I\f‘laiacanang in Manila yesterday tc

declaration of martial
EDD GLMBAM

e T
res

Peace Assistant Secretary

ered 277 trapped civilians
in the battle zone, including
wOoTnEn

wouncded children,
and the elderly.
Rehab task force

Abella said the govern-
Mot weotlel Form o op R
agency task force Lo discuss
rehabilivation plang for strife-
torn Marnwi

He waid the rask
comsist of officials

foroe

- i

!
from sncial weliave educae-
ton. nealth, public works,

and ecal governments and

the ™ational Disaster Risk

ﬂ"*’iC’L frure, defense, interior

e CHermoso. sadd TBS
cuers have redently recov-

Reduction and Management

C ouncil, - With Marvin Sy
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By EDITH REGALADO

DAavaOo COITY - Both
Malacafiang and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines {AFT]

claimed that the recent attack
»amed oul by the Bangsam-
oro islamic Freedom Fighters
{BIfF) in PIQLE&‘A avan, North
Cotabato was a desperate at-
tempt t0 recover from sethacks
brought about bf oncrcsn_,gD
nﬂl'tar\ ow'auona against

the rebels.
“The BIFF atfack in Pig—

Vestezdav has been assessed

“¥o have no conmection to-the

cmgomv Marzwi City rebel-
Lien. It ie seen as the BIFF's
atr mpt o recover rrom more
than two weels of sethacks

...-71031, puﬁldemm Jpo} gsmnan.

the Armv's s ath Infaniry Divi-

ErpstvAbella saidduring the -

Nindanac Hour press brlehng
here 'm Davao Citv vesterday.

Brig., Gen. Gilbert Gapay,
jumed Forces Eastern Mind-
anao Command (Easimincom
deputy commander, likewise
said Hhal the attacks were des-
perate moves by the BIFF be-

abato..

frome-ongeing-operations Lof.k

_ ,, taCL{ ﬂ 2 C
to Marawi siege — Paiace, mil Litary

sause thev feel the pressure of
the ONEomng caperaimn' agoinst
them in North Cotabato.

“We have a dedicated mili-
tary unit that addresses the
BIFF and they are separate
from those who are tasked (o

goafter the v 1autc ferror grovp
in Marawi i City,” Gapay said.

Besidl,s Gapes said the
BL-F was long been noted o

rry out attacks against small
m%hta*v unifs and barangays.

Gapav said the BIFF is & also
known for using villagers or

shields to cover their escape

whenever. they. flee.an.area i

pushed into a corner.
He explained that although
both the BIFF and the Maute
group had p edgcc allegiance
rheinternationad i -
ist group fslamic State
sometime in 2015, there is ne

in Barangay Malagkit, Pigk-
awavarn was connected o the
fmg,cmr* conflict in Mar ra S
City that started last May 25
The AFP said militarv units
have rescued 31 hostages taken
by the BIFF as well as 73 other
residents trapped in the area,

d

evenschool cinldren as h umait

indication that the incident”

mnmczed

The AFF said the clashes in
Pigkawayvan between troop-

ere and the BIFF have resulted
in the death of six rebels, one
soldier and one civilian, while
eight guerrillas and two other
troopers were injured.

Local officials said the re-
cent fighting had displaced
1,707 residents.

Threat to Bavae City

Authorities are not ignoring
the threats by the BIFF to at-
tack Davao City to avenge the
death of several rebels in recent

blackboards in classrooms and
in the barangav hall of Baran-
gav !\fial olat in Pigkawavan
that was attacked by about 300
BIFF rebels last Wednesday.

Thetue“tc WETE 1t sritten on - _

T hide vl douli ehie vapa-

bility of the BIFF to proceed

danao to sow terror, our units
are not taking chances,” Cap-
tain Arvin Encinas, public af-
fairs chief of the sth Infantry
Divizion, told The STAR
vesterday.

— With Evelyn Macairan,
Janvic Mateo, john Unson
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DAVAO CJTY-—The govem o
ment" is aIreadv ‘preparing &

comprehenswe multi-year
plan to rebmld and rehabilitate ) baymg

Wdr-tnm Ma:aWI City, Mala-'__'

Duterte admimsi:ra- -' ;
_\_nf prepanng a mum- :

Abeilasaid : B
The Armea borce« e)f the ;

PRilippines (AFP) Has alteady

deployed. military enginéers
~ands eqmpment to-help in:the:
: rehabﬂitatmn of Marawi as.or
dered by AFP chlef Gen, Eduar-
dg Afio. '

Military engmeermg units
and personnel will help other
government agencies in the .
propaged rehabilitation once
the last Maute Group terrorists
are neutralized or driven away.

“They are preparing aj-
ready,” said military spokes-

4%

_sourced” from’ the - national
. budget, Abella'quoted Budget
Secretary Benjazmn I}Iokno as

‘gineering personnel. .
.-area Thevy are readvmg for the

the personnel and eqmpment
so far deployed but estimated

Phﬂippme- > btate owned Land Bank of
i i the: Phll}ppme': and- Develop-
" ‘ment Bank of the Philippines
may alse openluan factiities for
Marawi’ entrepreneurb, AbeHa
added "
. For fdrmhes cf soldlers and
poltcemen killed in the fight-.
5 '. ing,, Abelia sa}d fhe govern~f‘

“person Brig. Gei. ‘Restituto

m' : Marawa R

Padilla. "There are already en-:
in the

ar least two engineering bartal-
ions would be required.

In the fourth week of the
conflict which started May 23, a
total of 258 Maute Group ter-
rorists have been killed along
with 65 troops and police offi-
cers, and 26 civilians. INQ
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DAVAQ CITY—Four people

were killed after communist

guerrillas artacked .a police

station in an upland village of

Panabo City in Davao del

Norte Fnday mormng, pohce
~ said.

Southern Mmdanao Te-
gional pohce .spokesperson
Senior lnsp Catherine .dela
Rey said the dead includeda

-.policeman;, and three NQW:_. g e
People’s Armyi msurgents :

.Dela Rey said an undeter*
mined number of communist
rebels assaulted a patrol base
of the Davao del Norte provin-

cial public safetv company in
Barangay Malitbog past 8am. . e

_manmng--_--the outpost - re-

puised the attack and forced |

the attackers to withdraw af-

ter almost an hour of fighting.
Ajoint team of policemen

and army troops killed the

three rebels in pursuit opera-

tions, Rey said. ‘
“However, one hour after

the attack, -SPO: Niflo

Morefio was killed by a (com-

munist) gunman,” dela Rey

said, adding an investigation

into the policeman's death

was underway. o
Chief Supt. Manuel Gaer-

lan, Southern Mindanao police

chief, cotnmended the police-

men for preventing the rebels

from overruzing the outpost. L,' ‘;i
Gaerfan slammed the

rebels’ attack as “an actof des-

_ o . i hery.” N
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MARAWI—A dusty teddy bear
strewn on the floor, family pho-
tos on a wall and dried under
wearona ciotheshne are among
the few remnants of life in de-
serted homes. .of -a Phlhppme '
mtyleft in ruing bywar e
A dog eats the carcass of a_
cat on a street littered with rub-
bish where soldiers patrol,
while military planes and heli-
copters continue the reientless
bombing of Islamic State {i5}-
backed &bu Sayyaf and Maute
gunmen hidden in other homes
not far away. - .
/ all of the zoo 000 resi-

' cn'a'rei‘mzjag“é'-on ay23,b Dusty teddy bearas amongthe li
ing a conflict that has destroyed . -
entire districts and left the oth- "~
érs vulnerable to looting. . warmravaged Synan czty of _
‘ Marawihas iong beentheIs- Aieppo :

Our home'méy' have beer re-
duced to ashes. We heard our

o Village was  bombed ~and ol

lamic cultaral and camimerciat “It§ " Testdetis™
. capital of the mainly Cathohc .ment in nearby evacuanon e
-:-Phlhppmes its..lake .an ‘res-or.friends! homes; wamng or
" ‘mountain air.making ftapopu-. the fighting to end and find ot <F
" lar simmer retreat. " whathas become of their homes. (AFP) Wlth watering eyes in a
But parts now resermble the “Maybe there is nothing'left. - crowded gym cloge to Marswi,

... house is jt_zst ..'r_nade :c_}f_wood

SO
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““It'svery painful because we

~were already rebuilding our

house after a fire when the war

" broke out. Now we really have

nothmg, shesaid: :
. The war has also’ ended all
rypes of business in Marawi, a

city ‘renowned. for- its- traders,-
and. locals fear - looting - has

strippéd well-off homes that
are. known .to keep vaults of
cash, jewelry-and heirlooms.

" - ‘Massive'rehabilitation -
But the impact is hardeston

‘poor residents such as Abdul-
lah, s mother of three and a ba-

nana and rice 'cake vendor, who

-fleds. Marawil.cwith:wonly.-the-
_ dothes on her back and leavmg

“IF T could only save the ma-

: chme 1 uqed to- ‘makericecakes, I
‘would-do that to make a living,

It pains me that the city T grew

3 baa,k : sh

andlden't know haw to brmg it

martial Taw in all of Mmdanac

up in,-all Lworked for-was gore-

immediately after the militants
had begun their rampage in
Marawi, which he said was part
of an effort to estabhsh a local

1S-caliphate:. o i
- Mr Durerte has depioved

the full force of his military 5
end the uprising, most notably
with- -4 -US-backed - bombing -

campalgn that has flattened en-
tire neighbarhoods.

However the militants still

hold ‘three of the city’s nine

distriets,-according to-the gov-

ernment. using hostages as hu-
man shields while sheltering in

bombproof © - basements " and -

cauntermg with brutal urban

scale as ‘massive as for the most
powerfuf typhoons that regular-
ly smash the Philippines.

Mz, Duterte has promised to

" setaside P20 billion for the re-

3hab11ttat10n ‘of Marawi, a pro- -
tess the provmcml government:
3expects to'take 10 years. .
-e:Locals-aurhoritiés are plan- -
: nmg to build tent cities over the
next six months.

In schools and gymnasiums
being used as evacuation centers,
theresidents™ trauma’ is/‘com~" -~

" pounded by not knowing what
: 'has happenedito their hoimes.

Vegetabie farmer Amerodin
:Esmayatm; 35, said kis cousing

warfan.

“No en i SIght yet

ucty—seven “soldiers and poe-

lice have been killed, dccordmgto - our lrves and yet peopie stili

the m;lztarv, which-estimates that
nearly 300 militants have died. |

-------------- Ag-the--fighting—continues—

with no signs of a quick 1'esoiuw

5

the rehabititation of the'cityon'a

"We were already fleeing for - .:5-

took the fittle we had,” Esmay- -
atin said at an evacuation camp,’
where-he and-his-family -of five*
were staymg, oo :

dded s R
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By Jeannette i. An&radﬂ
and Leila B, Salaverria
@Team_Inquirer -

-The Austrahan air force would

be flying two spy planes over - .

Marawi’s battie zones to help
© troops who have heen trying to
dislodge . Islamic “State (IS)

said on Friday. &

“We would: glad%} Weicome
any form of foreign assistance
allowed under our Constitution
te help suppress the tebellion in
Marawi,” presidential - spokes-
person Ernesto Abella said inre-
action ‘to ‘Australian Defense

Mlmster Manse Payne § state-

_ _wzth the' ‘hilippines::

linked fighters fmm the Istamic
city for a month!‘now r3ff1c1als .

Delfin Lorenzana on how Aus- _

tralia_could help in the fight
againstterrorists,

“We agreed the best way t0
defeat terrorism in our regionis
towork together,” she said,

" Australiz has an extensive
security “‘cooperation program

~The United States; a defense

'ﬁ'eaty ally'of the Philippines. has" " iti :
. been flying the same type of - air-
‘craft in-addition to drones cper-

ated by-US Special Forces in sup-

port of ground troops who have
been battlmg the Abu Sayyaf and: -
Maute groups, and their ocal and

foreign allies since their slege of
Marawz hegan on May‘ 23.

-patrols m Sautheast A31a and

“tions and had been used exten-
sively in the search Tor a miss®
‘ing Malaysian' Airlines jet that

Gnons a{e capable of land
and rmaritime surveillance, anti-
submarine and intiship war-
fare, and naval fleet support.

These planés are-used by the
RAAF in pmvnizng suppart for
border protection and fisheries

crashed in watets off Australia

in ?014) accordmg to the RAAF.
Philippine” defense 6fficials

said the planes would be used

. for two weeks .after the two
szdes agreeci . on when they

~mient of her govemment s mili~ i

-the Philippines ~had -accepred
Ausgtralia’s offer of two AP-3C
Orion aircraft from the Royal
Australian Air Force{RAAF).

Payne sazd on Frlday'that':”&éiﬁﬁt’_v

nm-IS operaﬂons

ern Mindanao Command,. said
the Australian planes would bea
boost to the military operations
against the IS-linked gunmen.

en... Gilbert:. (:aPaY,'.-'.k.j

cmmander of the East- L '
need to embed the Australian

" military personnei who would
- be involved inithe operation
_with Filipino troops

there would be nom“

““THe tegional threat from
terr OI'ISIB.

our interests,” Payne said in a
statement, using an. Arabic

acrorym for IS,
She said that she recently

spoke with Defense Secretary

in parncular from
---_--_--_vDaesh and: foragn £ ghters dsania
~direct. threat to- Australia’ and -

~ “In every military operation, -
'sald Australia ‘would continue

.l'f."IlEI'S e

the intelligence surveillance and_
reconnaissance: capability s
very impértant,” Gapay saidina
press briefing in Davae Gity. .=
The spy planes could also be
used "in all other [military} op-
erations in Mindanao,” he
added, without elzborating.

52

* In her statement, Pajne also

Southeast A51a~to_ Counter ter-

- rorismin the reglon

The ‘announcement of the
Australian military aid came a
day after Foreign Secretary
Alan Peter Cayetano and his
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_ccunterterronsm and {other}

held talks in Mariila on a joint -

plan of action to halt the flow of 3 sald using the Arahic term for’

Let us uncierlme that their
provinée,- which the: i§ -had

militants, weapens, funds and
ISpropaganda in the region. -

.0 “The three countries have
“agreed to work together -to

joint aim-—the end game—is to
prevent the egtablishment of
operational bases in Southeast
Asia,” he said.

planned to establish in Min-

danao as part of its cahphate.

~WITH REPORTS FROM AFP AND

The military operations and  reurers INQ

“Jointly develop and implement
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ago ‘the Mautes are new t

biggest and most deadly among -

IS groups in Mindanae, and are

at the forefront of a monthlong

battie with the military for éon-

tral-of MaraWI City, Lanao. del P

Sur province.
+ Regional governments fear
thatthe brutal urban warfare, in
which 360 people have been
killed, reflects IS’ intention to
establish a caliphate in South-
east Asia.

Farhana Maute was related
to politicians in her hometown
of Butig, near Marawi, and was
considered somewhat of a king-
maker because of her wealth
and influence. And like many
clans in the lawless ares, the

“Several -
“chiefs, said that early last year,
‘the Mautes “projected them-
‘selves as followers of IS to
“spook and coerce the Pansars.”

Page: /%]f

, oIved in a dlspute with- Butlg
Mavor Dzmnataa Pe.nsar ‘over

fellow at Smgdpore 5’5, Rajarat: :

nam Scheol of International
Stundies who has worked with
Philippine  military

"That tactical use of terrorist
imagery took on a life of its own,”
he said, “Now we have this Maute
Group, who call themselves IS
Ranao.” Ranao is an old name for
the Lanao region, where Marawi
and Butig are located,

Although known to be a
deeply religious Muslim, there
was no evidence that Farhana
Maute was radicalized, Franco
said.

":ng'fha'na-Maute =

"She is oniy a bus;nesswom
"a former ‘military officer who ¢

_hves in- Maram told Reuters
' speaking :on ‘condition “of ano-ffi_

nymity. “But her clan was in-
volved ir a bitter political dispute
with the mayor of Burig. And that
Probabl}’ got heti into trouble i

MILF relat:ions :

Two of the sons, Omark-"

hayam and Abdullah, had been
educated in the Middle East, but
it was uncertain when ‘they
morphed from being scions of a

wealthy family to becom’ing :
hardened Islamists. :
Stifl, Farhana Maute was re-

sY

A e
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“Jaoisaid of the Mautes _
S Other .analysts said at; Jeast
. some of Farhana's wealth would
have been- diverted . to ' the
Group‘s alleged 1§llc1t

“were & rested- earher thismonth
in separate partsof ‘Mindanao
and it was not umnedxately rlear

“who theirlawyers were...
- The ons are beheved _o be

"Cayamora-Méute‘ :
' 'controlied large parts of Mara-

_not own any properry the

IS’ news agency Ainaq, pre—'-

“Yiously said ‘that its fighters * Aot in terms of planning ‘and”

preparing afracks,” said Rohan

-Galam Bazaar are from Marawi, .

but Ampusn said the family d}d .

G tEI-

5per,1fzca11y onthe Maute[

“peace “with -government. -

She was deeply influenced by Maute and several of her. sons,

and’ ‘belxeveti they were primati-

__.hlm, R mmel Banlaox, ase-. '

had not seen dny of thém since

ded radical” ﬁieas and accessories in the crowded

‘adding that the Maute promd-
ed-a irdining camp for’ assocl-
ates of the MILF near Butig. -
nThey were criminals Who
morphed into mlhzaﬁcy, Ban»

military intelligence reports
have said Farhana or some of
her sons owned stalis.

~ All the stall owners in the

cobptehadsnots Commented o

‘Manila, said e .'knew Farhana 'el ‘more.

bazaar selimg mobue phones'

Novaliches, Quezon City, where .

CA nezghbor Méfawi' L;ty

“counciloT Khana-ATnuar Mara-

-—]y-religious- mmded He.said he . bur Jr. sald the Mautes wer

- “good peo hle back then, before

srarted the. current round

approachable L
“The ~father is:

strong

‘Marabur said. “He is like the

tiger. But someone owns the
tiger,” —REUTERS .
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'P1gcawayan folk recall -attack
by BIFF expect t them to retum

PIGCAWAY&N North Cotabat
= Farmer Abraham Cutay, 33, hid his-
famﬂy for safetyinsi
learning that hundreds of, Bangsamm-
oro Islamic Freedom Flghters BIFE)
were nearing barangd Maiagaint on

Wednesday, June 21

Ii was around 545 8., as Cutay

and other villagers prepared to evacu-:
ate‘to-safety. He led’ hiswife: Gloryjane’
" and the1r three Lhzldren 1:0 a nearby_

I’ICB

‘gh' powered

reéounted 1 Eﬂnggo 812«" T L R
R * ald on ofthv arme

The
Who was Wearing a ski mask and- ap-

’_peared to be ‘the leader of the group;’ |

“shot Cutay ‘several times in the body.
-and in the lmee in front of his wife and

_children. . .
' Giorﬂane added that the pezson

whe shot her hugband further said that
ithey had been relaying a message to. -

“him not to Jom the CAPGU but ne did
Gk fiphters attacked their Niltage as well

;: nt}t listen.:. :
Abraham was bupposed to graduate

'from a Civilian Armed Forces (zee—_-_ _

_graphical Unit { CAFGU) on June 26.
After the armedmen left, G«loryjane'

and her chiidren evacuated to the town.

proper along with hundreds of other
‘barangay residents. :

i The body of her busband was re-
tcovered the foliowing day when the
'mlhtary recaptured the village as the

ide arice mill upan -_

towns in the province; is Jnowr as. one i
< of-the-origins.of the armed Christian

_ "_rebels Wlthdrew to the nearby nguasan
- v Marsh. G

fe Malagaint is o e____uf the vxllages
“here located around the sprawling

iguasan’ Marsh; a known' ‘bailiwick of
ie Moro rebels. The barangay, which:-

is abouteight kdlometers from the towrs
roper, is ane of the gat wafgs to the
:ma_rshiand .- e

This town is

_-_Ndfth Cotabato which shares a bound-
'-ary mth Magum danao provmce

An old ammosxty
The attack on Malagaklt on ngnes« g

Unfortunately, however hlS young—_ : dav was not first time:

st 501, two year—oid dniel, cried as -

Over the years, there nave beent
lashe% between the amxed mllagers i

' Thlb town aioug

who took up arms. agamst

-'*Jﬂ]age ch;ef balvador Almoma re-

" called that they have been. monitoring

the movement of the rebels since June
18. For two nights, he ‘said, they were
on guard, ready to defend their village
shold the rebels launchan attack.
On Wednesday, aroynd 300 BIFF.

as the Army outpost in the nelghbormg
viliage of Simsiman.

«T don’t know why . they keep on
coming here,” the village chief said..
But some sources disclosed that the
-rebels have beeny hunting him for years
already because he was leading the
Peacekeeping Action Teamt defending

their village.

MARILA: -

"An official in the provmmal govern-

, .ment who declined fo-be named, said
that some of the armed rien may have.
wanted t avenge the arrest of some 8ls-
. -pected drug trafﬁckeifs from Simsiman:
' '_ the past; the olice had been:
kpoints here m Mala—-

-enfire prqvmce LocaI vzﬂagers believe™
= ckers mzn have

Instead they held them inside th
‘classrooms so they’ wuuld not be hit i m

. the crossfire, he said’

- The residents were abie tb get out of

- the village around 10 p.m. en Wednes-
. day when the rebels withdrew.

ocal officials also denied reports

' at students and teachers were taken
_“as hostages. Schools have not yet,

ope_ned in the barangay, they said.
% 'The rebels, however, vandal;zed

' _f,hé' walls of a classroom, on which

the;g wrote: “Dapat kay Digong DU30
pugutan ng ule.” They also burned a

: picture of President Duterte.

" Atthe harangay center building, the
eb{f.ls wrote “ISIS” on the walls.
“Ruget ka DU30, mag-ingat ka na

“Ysusunod namin ang Davao Cify: ISIS

" {Group,” it was written in chalkon a
. biackboard. .
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- During the attacl, the BIFF bandits
also desecrated the Catholic chapel.

- Eight religious:images were either.

Mayor Garcesa lamented that thus
new cycle of violence has been going

T csﬂnathecl on thefloor, - - .
7 Fr Dominic Villa, this tow's pamsh

' pne'at said he i§'saddened by-the des-

‘ecration of the chdpel The rebels have

- e respect.torwrehgmn and the place of

o

,at ieaqt 1, 000

pe

the BIFF attack of June 21,

yet givena t;mehne on their cleanng
operatmns o RS

‘Hate and dlstrust

‘ad yet te'retirn home as the-
litary and police have yet to clearthe’.
of Malagakit and Simsiman 101—

ayor Elisec Garcesa Jr said: some o
‘evacuees are.eager 1o retum o their:
,homes tobeableto ‘work on thefr farms..

: -But the mayor ‘said that military hasnot

F{)r .about four decades nuw i:here .

‘has been deep hate and’ distrust in the’

relatzonshlpbemeen the Chmstlans and
th” - .

constituents. .= i
But Gov. Emmylou Tahno Mendoza

assured all of the dzsplaced villagers
that they will receive all forms of as-
sistance equaliy She said additional
pohce and military have been deployed
in Malagakit and Suns1man to-secure
the area. T
. We in the prownmai gevemment_
wili provide all your needs while youiare
- still herein the evacuatiencenter ffyou
havelostyour lovedones, farm animals,
or your property was. debtroyed Iet us.
know;” the governor said. :
Village chief Alimonia S&ld he be-
lieves the rebels will come back and
this has sown fear among the villagers.
“We imow that they wili.come back and
harass us. But'we are ready to give
%:them a good ﬁght We wﬂl not be cowed "
-he said. G RN

~’homes, they s
. “ation centers - -the Chrlstlans ‘atay-

ing in the school in the town proper
~while fhie Muslims-chose o stav in the

an for years, further pola,nzmg hzs -

Mushm dommated vx}lage of 1I9r;ma‘c::m

OFRCE DF THE
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Wlﬂ’l tough nganons

LI\GAN: CI.TY-_ - The draft
beeris served on tap at alocal
pub, ‘while groups of Higan’s
millennials have been at their :
weekly pub quiz since 5 pm. It is a
hoisterous and happy crowd, and
the waiter deftly snakes through it to
bring délectable bar chow to fill the
competitors” hungry stomachs.

As 8:0°clock hits, the crowd winds
up theitdrinks andheads for the-door.
The pub staff makes quick work of the
clean up, as even they have to head
home soon. After all, the 9 pm. tos
is happening, and none

who may have to stay in fent ctt:es
while the eventual rehabilitation of
their home town is underway. lligan-

" ons take their hats off to Secretary

Judy Taguiwalo for the quick effort.

 What turns many off, however, i the

‘ialk that some Marawi politicians
intend fo-corner the goods and score
political points on the distribution.

Nonetheless, the national govern- -

‘ments support is welcome, as the lo-
_cal government of iligan hias valiantly
‘strefched its capabilities to serve the

instant increasein resxdents after f:he

atfacks began. .

.. As the nlght deepens‘ it is ciear .
that Higan is ground zero of Mindan-

Page: L{

that has heen 'an open secret for too
long, obvious in the group’s flaunt-
ing of fancy SUVs and h1gh powered
weapons: Maute, fothem, is the kind

- of drug lord cum-terrorist that past

govemments ‘have failed to check
or may have benefitted from, and
that these links with them should be -

thoroughly investigated:

. Despite signs vamus to Mind-
anawons, past governments denied
the ISIS presence and downplayed

their activities. This: ‘probably gave
them the eover to expand. . - -

- -Knowing this, the group probabiy
thuught that its network of infiltration

" within government in place for years

of them want to get caugnt violating
-thisvital measure coveringypungand. .
old that they all say is necessary’ and
beneficial. Even 24-hour convenience
stores are close, Only necessary travel
for emergencies are permitted.
. Astheyprepare to leave, a couple
of them explain that since the start.
of the Marawi siege, about three-
CHOUrER: I Marawi residents
" ‘have descended upon the ‘codstal
city, effectively doubimg the 300,000
populaiwn
This is clear in the 3ampacked
jeepneys and dayiime traffic. Banks
have their long lines at teliers and
malls and groceries have made 2
bundle with the increase in shoppers.
Hotels are full, and boarding houses
and apartments are now scarce.
“sbout half of the Marawi resi-
dents have stayed with relatives,
not at the evacuation ceaters, and
the ones with more resources have
gone to Manila, Cebu, and Cagayan
de Oro,” one-of them tells me.
Responding to this, some line
agencies of the Autonomous Regien
in Muslim Mindarao have set up
temporary offices in Iigan to con-
tinue their operations and serve their
constituents, creating traffic in the
immediate area where they set up.
The DSWD recently set up a stag-
ing area for relief goods for the evacu-
ees, with trucks and goods ready Lo
take care of the Marawi residents,

5O

OFFI

“a0's martial 18w, where tHe measures

and atmosphere feel like if.
" Another resident; a barat ay.

Ieader in.a residential area, tellsme :
that many Marawi residents have -

sought refuge in their community,
and local leaders have been briefed

'_'WIII proteot them as they siarted
~planning t their moves last May. To say
__"that the strong government: response
‘mayhave caught them by 5ur’pmse is
“an understaterment..

~They prebablv thought that like
past governments, a quick action like

o know all their residents by fi4He,

and carefuliy report new residents

“coming:in so:that-they can: ensure... Not

~that none-of thern'4 is. actually Mau i v
S * aetion: Tis t:hey who have been scat-

ferrorists.

- Even resident cars have been :

issued stickers to denote their resi-
dence. Theleader says the vigilance
is warranted as a recent incident
tells of a new entrant caught with
long firearms.

Unexpectedly, lligan residents
iike her support these tough mea-
gures, saying that were it nof for the
increased vigilance, viclence may
have erupted in the city.

They say that Maute and simi-
lar groups have been operating as
druglords for years, and that their
networks are rather extensive at
least all over northern Mindanao and
the Cotabato area. ISIS may have
found a worthy franchisee of their
‘terror, they say, since Maufe is well
armed and well financed, having also

_infiltrated local governments where
they operate.

The captured tens of milliens, and
the sudden discovery of shabu labs
in Marawi bolster this infermation

& kidnapping by them would bring-

government kneeling to negotiate.
Governmentis. Laking,. .
dmtatmg the: pace ot

teredin the few holdouts left.
Tligan residents say that after a
long time, they are happy that the

‘government has finally caught up

with these terrorists, and that the
police and military have been care-
ful, courteous, and judicious, even
refusing to accept the free meals
they offer. The local government,
police; and military clearly have their
support. '
Nonetheless, all residents wish
for the violence to end. Along with
it, they hope, will go the indifference
and the gross disrespect for the law
that has been the regions trademark
for solong, breeding evils like Maute.
They appreciate that when needed,
strong government works, and that a

tough Iligan citizenry is maturing to ™

protect their otherwise peaceful way
of life they know will return.

For reactions: facebook.com,
Johntriapage
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Mindanao aerial bombings
spawn humanitarian cfi

s the “war against terrorists” in
A}.\/Iarawi City under martial law
conditions in Mindanao enters
its fifth week, a grave humanitarian cri-
sis looms. Meantime, conflicting signals
from President Duterte and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines continue to
baffie the public.

On the one hand, the AFP claimed
its troops have cornered the terrorists,
consisting of the Maute group and the
Abu Sayyaf, which US and Philippine

. officials.claim have pledged allegiance |

to the Islamic State (of Irag and Syria).

= They re-running-out of place fo. run, ...

bragged the head of Task Force Ranao.
“We continue to recover and control
strategic areas... and the enemy resis-
tance is waning,” said the Army’s 1st

M.‘..‘Mamryﬂ.l;)ivisicn..spokespﬁrsoﬂ,._szli,l,@

acknowledging that the leaders of the
two grpups_(the brothers Omarkhayam

- B \

2 duliah Maute'snd Abu Sayyaf’s -
“Isnilon Hapilon) haven't been killed in
the fighting and “are still in the area.”

On the other hand, invoking his big-
ger responsibility to the Republic and
saying he wouldn't put soldiers “at
high risk,” the President said he would
order the “carpet bombing” of Marawi.
“I will really destroy everything... and
T will take full responsibility for it,” he
told reporters in Cagayan de Oro, while
military and police commanders met
reassess strategy and operations against
the terrorist groups.

Already, aerial bombings have left
much of Marawi City in ruins and most
of its 200,000 residents have fled to Ii-
gan City and other surrounding areas.
Marawi civic leaders, lawyers, human
rights and peace advocacy groups, and
various humanitarian missions have
called for the lifting of martial law and
a stop to the bombings, to no avail.

“crease in the nmumber of evacuees of

sis

These bombings are “an overkill,”
said the National Interfaith Humanitar-
jan Mission (NIFEM) which, on June 14-
18, interviewed evacuees from Marawi
and some areas in Maguindanao, North
Cotabato,.and Devad: del Sur. Along
with martial law, it say$; the bombings’
grave impact on the human rights and
welfare of civilians demonstrates their
ineffectiveness and “casts doubt on their
appropriateness as a response to a small
armed and foreign-affiliated terrorist
group.” |
“And-yet,revern as the government
stepped up air sirikes, destroying entire
neighborhoods and iriffastricture, mis-
sion members noted that apparently —
according to official statements trying to
explain why the fighting in Marawiisn’t
over yet — “the number of ISIS-affiliated
tertorists have actuatly increased rather—
than decreased.”

... There was .an.even.more.rapid in-......

internally displaced persons (IDPs). The
NIHM recalled that when it called out
for participation in and public support
for the mission on June 4, the number of
evacuees (per the ARMM Bureau of In-
formation) steod at 235,000; two weeks
after, the number had increased to 325,
294. (On June 22, the Asian Peasant Co-
alition cited higher NIHM data: “"More
than 69,055 families or 336,783 individu-
als are staying in 82 evacuation centers
in Lanao del Sur and other provinces.”)

54

"We foresee this displacement to rise
and spread to other areas as the AFP re-

SO 0 aerial bombardment which does

not discriminate civilians, adversely
affects farms and livelihood, and by
evidence of experience domestically and
internationally, has not proved effec-
tive in decimating terrorist and armed
groups,” the NIHM warns. The history
of internal conflicts in Afghanistan, Irag,
Syria, Libya, Yernen and other countries
hag shown that various terrorist groups
have arisen and persisted to sow ter-
ror in” unimaginable ways — despite,
or because of, outside instigation and
intervention by global powers.

{The CIA, America’s chief spy agency,
has a record of training militants who
later turned against US imperialism.
It is “credited” for having frained mu-
jaheddins - including fighters from
Mindanao, who later formed the Abu
Sayyaf Group — to fight the Russians in
Afghanistan in the 1980s. One of them,

__Osamabin Laden from Saudi Arabia, lat-

~er organized the al Qaida that launched -
- the Septermber.11,- 2001 terrorist attacks. ...

on the Pentagon and the World Trade
Center. The current, more brutal ISIS
arose from remnants of al Qaida who
had been tortured and held for long

periods in US prison camps in Iraq.) .

The NIHM acknowledges that it was
able to give provisional relief to only

1,222 displiced Families; Fiostly the ™

so-called home-based evacuees {who
have moved in with relatives in other
towns). [t observes that while govern-
ment and private-sector relief missions
have gradually tried to address the
humanitarian needs in more than 16
evacuation centers in Lanao del Sur,
“the hidden humanitarian crisis” lies in
the home-based evacuees, who usually
don’t get served by such relief missions.
While the mission lauds local gov-
ernment units in nearby towns for ab-
sorbing the influx of bakwit and trying
to cope with their needs, it points out
the lack of suitable infrastructure for
temporary shelters, sanitation: facilities,
artdpotablevwater. The dire situation'is
worsened by the steep rise in prices of
prime commodities due to the sudden
increase in demand. '
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" Another cause for concern is the’ mmdence

their homes and comimunities. Thisis also:
partof the masswe humanitariancrisisins

Common -chronic diseases already’

prevalent in pre-evacuation conditions

have been aggravated by prolonged dis-
placements in crowded evacuation cen-
ters; Besides poor—quahtv healthservices,.
medicines are lacking or unavailable..

of post—haumahc stress and ‘anxieties;:’
particularly among the children, with:
an ‘apparent lack of social workers and’
trained personnelto handle these cases.
But there are thousands of other evacu—-
ees the NIHM found besides those in-

Lanaodel Sur. Lountennsurgencx airarid”

artillery attacks inareas of Maguindanau, .

‘Davao del Sur and North Cotabato have -

been causing thousands of familiesto flee

Mmd

“atfention needs tobe pasd to the sztuahon
‘asa whole B . o

ill prepared to address: National

: d. -.iv ”*

0, which the local government .

Emaﬂ satur ocampo@gmazl corm .
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If the ISIS wanted Marawi asa readv e et

; : rreplaceineht

ﬁgﬁ (Ie\fé)jsilfl‘} a;nd g:aqqf" asa SOU&East_Asi}aﬁ sgrongholréi'
‘ adi stragglers could gather thev bertvrons
SIS will Tose Moy gother they het i
Ragqa, the only quest; Fother S

and Russia, -7 e oo i

If the armed gangs that pledged allogian ce 1 1
e i - Legs t

ISIS truly wanted to hold .Marga i .h.gl 1‘:1:3" d(:z;hs

H more drms .

e

that tried to seize
Although

_Hghters will be d
T Our tv forces have given the extre
ess and egress o the areas
trolled by the énemy have been tight fl:
either surrender or they will be killed:. - - : SRR TR
Most of the fanatics will prefer to-die-in battle, _ ied to grab Mar
: preier to-aie in batee, ined-taking Tis, grab Mara

of eourse eotvinced of thehie ar as vrell “This wil
LR ; g o rfthrough_wlﬁ $ will

- Cotabato City might be'a m S o
battlehas been mainly about painistakingly clearing get for them, 1o acquiire sea access. But gf;?ﬁi"ﬁ :
houses one by one, under hostile fire and the threat Maraz}ao extremists do not have much confidence
from booby traps. ~ e L in their Maguindanao brothers to accomplish large
The Bangsamoro Istamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF), tasks:. The Pigkawayan incident demonstrates t}%e -
a radical faction that broke away from the MILF, BIFF's incapacity to think strategically. .ot - oo
possibly attempted to divert government forces by The best defense is offense. If we want to quash
all jihadi designs for building a Southeast Asian base

attacking Pigkawayan town in North Catabato. Gov- ,

ernement forces quickly quashed this attemnpt to widen for thga.r beleaguered caliphate, we must shatter al]

the front and are now chasing after the armed group. capability on their part to undertake such adventures
as the aborted seizure of Marawi. = :

After the last Maute militant is neutralized, this
force will be history. It will take many years to reas-
semble a force of over 400 heavily armed fighters such

as the one deployed to occupy Marawi.
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The plan-to-seize Marawi was a crazy one. It was

probably conceived by some mo gulinRaqgqa
at amnap, wishingto secure a second front for

looking
the war

against the infidels in the face of impendihg defeat
for the 1515 in the desert cities. The plan assumed that
our armed forces would pull back the same way the
badly trained forces of Baghdad retreated from Mosul

when the ISIS struck with lighming speed.

“Those who planned this attack failed to bring into
theircalculations the readiness of our armed forces to,
fight back and reftise to yield a city tothe jihadi. They
- failed to accourttfor the lavers of alliances that figured:

after the Marawi

ttack: the trilateral coordination.

between the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia; the

x

readiness of the US to offer “technical supp ort”; and,
now, the active role played by Australia in helping

suppress-the rebellion.. - S
There are farger strategic consi derations

in play

. here No orie"warits t0.5ee jihadi groups winning a.

toehold'in Mindanac. That toehold could”

quickly:

become internationalized. Everyone waits to'seethe’

radicalized armed groups crushed decisively in the

 new B'angsmnaro_,;,BaSi{:

_ miuted

“surprisirigly mitted
. The reason for the tepl

d public reaction 18

cention for that feat Has been

MILE, the principal mover of some sort of altonomy
for Muglim Mindanao, now appears a major casualty

of what happened in Marawl.

oth the Maute gioup

“BIEE, as well

SThemainstream _ogganization,..of ':Méfgnag'_gnd
d groups seems to have lost its
f high profile initiatives of mo

Te

simaller radical factions in the-

the s . \3
area, trace their 100ts 10 the MILE. The mainstream

organizationi proved both unwilling ‘and-unable to

curtail the shift to & more radical narrative among

younger fighters.

If the MILF carmot hold sway over the constituen-

cies it clairs to represent, should the ageing

leadar-

ship of this organization be entrusted with building
an autonomous authority that has the allegiance of
the types that tried to take Marawi? There are more

. compelling influences beyond our borders.
: *
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AT THE resumption of the Su-
preme Court oral arguments
on the declaration of martial
law last June 14, Wednesday,
Solicitor General Jose Calida
argued the case for the gov-
ernment—ithat President Du-
terte’s Proclamation No. 216
was constitutional and in con-
formity with the constitutional

requirements.

At the starf Calida ave -

.:short_narrative..of .the .events

that led fo the issudnce of this
Proclamation placing the en-
tire Mindanao under martial
law. He proposed that if there

~is-sufficient factual basis to-des
_had capabtllty to_sow terror
in - other parts- of the island.

: Carplo however that rebellion

clare martial law then it cannot
- besaid-that the President-acted

.with grave abuse of discretion;
that the burden is on the peti-
tioner, not the respondent, fo
prove that there is insufficient
factual basis for such declara-
tion. He argued that the ciashes
between the Maute Group and
the government point to the
existence of rebellion which
endanger public safety. These
attacks by the rebels do not
‘only ocecur in Marawi but also
in other parts of Mindanac, he
said.

Page: / }f

Justice Mariano del Castillo
asked: What is so fearsome
about martial law, and why
not just invoke the calling-out
powers of the President? Cali-
da said that in the Prestdent’s
judgment martial law was the

. necessary tool to quell the ré-

bellion. To the question by
Del Castillo that the military
was caught by surprise by the
Mante attack, Calida answered
that ‘ intelligence gathering 'is
not perfect. He also said that
there are Imkages among the

~ terror groups all around Mind-

the constitutional provision,
emphasized the phrase “when
public safety requires it” which
makes necessity, other than
factual basis, reviewable by
the courf. -~

For his part, Justice Marvic
Leonen explained that just pos-
session of the flag with the Ara-
bic script known as the Shebab
in itself is not conclusive proof
that it belongs to ISIS. In fact,
Maute can be a criminal group
pretending to be affiliated with.
ISIS. He said that it is pos-
sible that what happened in
Marawi 15 simply * pintakasi”

. because the ﬂreﬁgku was initi-

_anao. This warrants the decla-

“ration of martlal Iaw thmugh—' -
-.out Mindanaé...

Justice Antomo Carpm asked
ifthere is any report that Maute
have staged rebellion in other
areas {)f Mindanao Calida

requires actual rebeilion—not
merely capability.

Chief Justice Maria Lourdes
Sereno said that in declaring
martial law, the legal standards
raust be made known. What
are the parameters of the pow-
ers in the exercise thereof; that
the factual basis must have
connection with the necessity.
Caiida, citing the constitution-
al provision, stated on the other
hand that the Court may only
review the factual basis but not
the necessiry for declaring. The
chief justice, however , citing

G2

ity

' ated by me_mmta}?y when they

- possible for TSIS' conduit ter~
- ror group to establish a- cah-

phate in Southern Mindanao,

-to.which-the.former-answered-

in the affirmative. Leonen,

-mentioned: . a;
_-posmble because of zdeological

~disharmony:

According to J‘ustzce Leenen
the problem in Marawi must
be seen from the lens of the
Islamic faith. Leonen then give
a discourse on the different
Muslim sects particularly the
difference between Sunni and
Shia to be able to determine
whether the Maute-ISIS are
real or mere pretenders. So,
according to Leonen, the
propagands of the Maute should
be taken with a grain of salt,
that 1s, the government shouid
not take the raising of the ISIS
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flag hook line and sinker. He
said that the proclamation of

AINY ‘martial law may only be a

reaction to the government’s

OFFICE OF THE ARMY cHigF p failure  of intelligence. He

“ikewige

also draws attention to a
name referred to as “boy” and
“baby” contained in Arrest
Order No. 1 which could mean
that any persen bearing these
names could be arrested. He
official documents, including
General -‘Order No. ‘1, issued
by the government after the
declaration of martial law.

_ The most telling, and prob- .

ably the most important ex-

change in the oral arguments
was between the Solicitor Gen~ .
erdl and ]'us_tlce_ Carpio, The -
fotmer ‘asked. What are the
powers of the President under.
martial - law “vis-&-vis calling-"

out powers? If my readers re-
call the first column of this
series, I pointed out the dis-

tinction. . between- these .iwo-.

commander-in-chief  powers

in terms of when they ‘can be
used. ‘Carpio explained to Cali--
da that martial law in fact does

“otlier

portedly to build a new society
but reaily just to stay in power
and for him and his crohies (o
plunder our economy. The 1987
Constitutional  Commission,
after debating whether martial
law should even be a power
granted again to a President,
decided to compromise and
zllowed such power but sani-
tized so never again would we

law cannot abolish Iegislatwe

" councils, derogate the Bill of

Rights, supplant civil courts,
and replace local governments.

This is ‘the genias of the

framers of the 1987 Constitu-

tion: in defanging martial law,:
it reduced the power and made .
‘it equivalent to the calling-out
‘power which. allows the Presi-

dentte order the Armed Forces

of thé Philippines to suppress

lawless violence. _
- Indeed, all the actions of
the President and the military

“to -address .the Marawi. crisis.
“does not require ‘martial law:
Martial Taw’ 5 impact, as Calida
‘himself says, is psychological.
“rather than legal: This is not

ricle

}45-9555 Local: 5285, 3295

“have a-Marcos: Thus; martial--

many; _Cahda agreed and even
:descrzbe{i ‘martial law as call-
ing-out powers “with an excla-

mation point™er“in steroids™ -

'-"-:é'no 1311‘111‘1_ e
‘have proven‘te canse long dam-
age to the health of people who ~

h

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF

He recalled the latter descrlp- -

on aftar Chief-Justice:.Se

ot reaﬂy Confer new powers to.. to fsay 1t has no mlpact cn real-f"

the premdamt that he

yet possess To the s prise of-" :
“areas.

-ties:-Martial-law-enhances that
threat and makes the mzhtary-

that stcrcnds

abuse them.

This exchange affirmed the
proposition that I have been ar-
guiag for weeks now, that mar-
tial law has been sanitized by
the 1987 Constitution. Histori-
cally, this was a power granted
to the President during the war
with the US colonizers using

the power against Philippine

American war early in the 20th
century. The 1935 constitu-
tional convention put it in as
the delegates anticipated World
War II and to counter the threat
of communist insurrection.
Ferdinand Marcos, however,
twisted it and used martial law
to establish a dictatorship, pur-

at mlght be

other places Where ‘there is.

conflict because of social in-

justice, martial law can lead to-

abuse of power. _
. The new martial law has no

legal consequences but it does
have real outcomes. The ter-
rorists in Marawi seem to be
liking it, basking in the inter-
national attention and recogni-

tipn they are geiting. Civilians
in Mmdanao both welcome and__

insurgents in the Philippine- are threatened by it. "'We ‘will

see int the days ahead, especial-
ly if it is extended to the whole
country, whether this new mar-
tial law is good or bad for the
country.

Facebook: https:ifweb. face-
book.comideantonylavs/ Twit-
ter: tonylavs

and in rural
Farmed groups “always’
pose a ‘threat to the security’
of individuais and communi-:

845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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s forthe
long haul

WHEN some ™ ingratiating
lackeys invited the US Spe-
cial Forces to help us durin"g
the siege of Marawi City, this
column made a prediction that
the country would be in for a
iong haul in combating Islam-
ic terrorism. It was not a guess
but a dreadful premonition.
Thus, when it came to the
knowiedge of the terrorists
that the US has officially
~ joined ‘the war, that gave the

-Maute and ity ISIS confeder-

ates reason to create a diver-
sionary tactic to prolong the
conflict and make 1t more
bioody and costly for Presi-
dent Duterte and to our patri-

because 44
of-pur-—men-—
were  killed.
Accordingly,
the firefight
{asted for ten
hours and the
ewan-ko-ba
President just
walted for
instructions,
probably
from US offi~
cials oversee-
ing the opera-
tions.  Some
say  Noynoy
was watching -
the beleaguered SAF desper-

ately holding on to their posi- *

tien in “real time” because US
drone in the area was monitor
ing the fight Whatever one

says, the fact is that 44 SAF
“members were Killed because’

of the $5-million bounty for
Marwan and $2 million for
Bagit. . .

The decision of Noynoy

~ otic soldiers, -
Evidence has been piling

*upthat the US is-engaged in- -

a-~double-dealing ~ -game --of
openty fighting -against Is-
lamic terrorism but covertly
supporting it. Notably, US
involvement has always been
confined to sescuring the ar-
rest, dead or alive, of terror-
ists that crossed the red line
of kidnapping and killir}g {be-
heading) Americans citizens
like the costly mission to get
Zulkifli bin Hir alias Marwan
and Basit Usman in May 2015
Qutside of that framework, the
US remains open to anybody
wiiling to buy arms.

In fact, it tried to cover up
its participation in bagging
the two terrorists. Even if our
SAF were successful in get-
ting Marwan and Basit, we
nonetheless paid a costly price

Liberation Front told us that

~his--policy--was- what the TS -

wanted him to do. Some po-
litical analysts are even of the
belief that the problem that
bas spilled over to our country
has nothing ta do with ideol-
ogy. Instead it is caused by the

need to sustain the sagging -

US economy considered to be
on the verge of collapse, The
US is using thé historical en-
mity between Christians and
Muslims to fuel a continuing
war in what Professor Samuel
Huntington called “Clash of
Civilization.”

LS

“trade dominance.

The situation now in Mara-

wi City..ds.no-different. US-

participation is without the
permission of President Du-
terte. What is strange is, as
soon as it became clear to

the terrorists that US Special.

Forces are present and giving
their technical support fo our
soldiers, they opened a new
front. Later they launched an
attack in North Cotabato. The
attack was initiated by ele-

ments of the BangSamoro Ig--

lamic Preedom Fighters.
There is much evidence to

support this theory After the

collapse of communist bioc,
the merchants of war have

to leok for another enemy to _

sustain their business. Fervor
and ignorance make many
Muslims ideal disposable sol-
diers. Where there is ¢onflict,

~Wall-Street~and>the: us _1’1_1-1;':'4"

opportunity to make money,
and ‘money serves o’ cover

. . . the deep crevice caused by
not to prosecute the killers or “del
even point the blame to the
members of the Moro Tslamic

increasing foreign debt, con-

the US dollar, widening trade
deficit and an ov

The US today is the oaly
country that relies on arms
sales o prop-up its receding
global economic dominance
that unavoidably would re-
quire the maintenance of a big
and strong armed forces. It is
the number-one trader of arms
to the leading autocratic and
barbaric governments known
to opealy support internation-
al terrorism to advance one fa-
aatical variety of Islam known

. as Wahhabism. It is paradoxi-

cal for while Saudi Arabia is
America’s number one buyer
of arms, the US is spending
much to maintain the military
superiority of another barbar-
ic state-—[srael. ‘

~taryindustrial Complex $eean |

|
1
|

~tnuing erosion-in-the-vahue of-f—

S
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- Inthe post-Cold War era, the
ideclogy that was committed
- to waging “wars for national
{iberation” was substituted by

theocratic ideology led by big-

“oted teligious Teaders bent o
restoring a-caliphate. It is this -
‘intensifying ‘religious ‘war of
attrition that the US has been

exploiting to Sustain the need

for-arms: The only drawback -
is that both sides are so ob-
“fuscated iu their hatred that:’
they could no longer see that
the US i3 makmg profit out of

“thelives: and

_blood: of thmr’?ﬁ

telling - that

the - US s
opely “sup- |

- porting _.ISIS.

“and Jabhat al .-
Nusra against

the - - govern-

. stance, events.”
‘m - Syria-are

been promotmg»—one that p1ts o

mem__ 'Of i

US downmg

of a Symaﬂ
Su-22 nghter~b0mber on mis-
sion to bomb 18IS position in

Tabgah s more than enough

to remmd us ‘of .the danger mn

p
-planes o o bombmg ISIS po-
sifions is to write on the wall
that US planes will provide air
cover to terrorist lairs in Syria
and is determined to secure
their supply lines.

“filiation" ofits buyer; but only:
“asks if 1t hat the money. This

The US defense that the
downing of the Syrian jet was
an act of self-defense is pre-
posterous and just crazy. How -

" could the US raise that when |

it has no nght to be there as
it was. not invited by the le- .
gitimate and sovereigh Syr-. |
ian government’? The situation |
has reached a critical level that
Russia has‘to cancel all agree-
ments on military cooperation
with the US in Syria. .: o o
The same possibility Gould
happen here..-The entry, of
the US. gave ita bargammg e
feverage  to':derail - President -
Duterte’s ‘much’ talked-about
mdependent foreign - policy.
Given this situation, we can -
conclude that the conflict in
Mindanao 15 an_extension of
the business of war.the US has

Muslims against Muslims.
It is.a transaction ‘of gums -

~for:oil, Asmtrader :the US. does,_,&_

not guestion the rehgmus af-

explains why US amms sales
end up as the standard weap-~
ons for both the MNLF and

MITLF.-Although the MILF has_

been fragrnemed mtc; several
different.

pam
committed. to. creating an e
lamic state dominated by Sun-
ni followers and ideologically -
guided by those autocrats. n

Saudl Arabia.

1 rpfcapunan@g‘?ﬁéz‘iicbm G
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Dl‘ﬂﬂﬂ ME‘

Ang ‘warZomne”

; Maraw1 City laban'sa mga
grupo ng Maute at Abu’

- Sayyaf avnagpapakitang
kaea]ukuyang kapabilidad
ng ating Armed Forces of

*the Philippities {AFP)-at

Phalippine National Pollce
(PNP). :

-Lahat ay magtatanong
kung bakit 11 na sun-
dalo ang patay bukod sa

mga sugatan matapos B

sumablay ang inthulog

~-na-bomba. Hindi nétin - -

-nakapagtataka kurig hakit
~dumdrami ang ‘nasaka-

s ing sundalo kahit sabi-
.hin pating ‘di bamak na .

o masmaramiang
“blrwang - nakalaban -
... Batay ‘sa mga.lumia-;
labas na. niat, karamiban -
.53 mga nasawi ay mula _-

sa close-quarter battle o

g ¢ Wala ékeug kuwestx—"
-.fen sa dedikasyou at -ta-
pangng ating mga mandi-

“rigmeng -sundalo dahil

handang magbuwis ng-

buliay ang mga ‘yan para
sa bayan kahit na maulila

sa Marawi

_pa ang kanilang parm!ya
~Dala g pangan-
gaﬂangan naghigay ng
donasyong PIM ang Phiz
{ippine Charity Sweep-
stakes Office (PCSQ)'sa

" Fleet-Marine.: Ayon kay

PCSO General Manager

- Alexander “Mandirigma’

Balutan, ang naturang
halaga ay pinambili ng ga-
mot para sa paunang-l-

1145 g mga nasusigating
mandirigma sa warZone.
Mariwala kavo-o hin--q
di, kasama sa halaga ang -
“pan 'anhann ]akaf na
(“eye in the sky™ na g1~ :.p & e, .

pmambm ng isang drone

sa Marawi at lligan:City.

" At sa pamarmagitan ng
Individual Medical As-
sistance Programo VAP,
inaayudahan din ng PCSO

. ang gastusin sa pagkaka-

ospital ang mga hiktima
gawa ng terorismo ng
‘Maute at Abu Sayyafl

- Binabt ni Mandirigma
na nakakasa na rin ang
.pangmatagalang ayuda
ngPCSO sa mga blktzma
sa Marawi, - :
Bago ane‘ Marawx

nangyars 0a-itosa Zam» :
Thoange - City: noong Set-
yembre 2013 kung saan

pina.lusob ni Nur Misuvari

ng Morp National Libe- -

ration Front .(MNLF)
upang pabagsékin ang
-fokal na pamahalaan at
magde}dam ng saril ni-

'-:tong gobyemno.
“Jisa ang hangarm ng -

mga gripo” wang pabag-
sakiz ar agawin ang Ka-

ng kalaban.

Bukod sa paggdmnt__'-
“child combatants™,
> .sunod na paghshasikan

g@m@gﬁmit ng d
ang mga

mggmandirigma ng.

CIto marakil ang dihilan
kung bakit patiloy nai g,
"':nalaiagasan ng tropa ang :
= AFP.
. Buked sa PIM mag—-
Eﬂgay din ng P5M na
‘pinambili ng gamot at

tubig para sa mga biktima

“ng terorismo. Mismong si

Mandirigma ang naghatid
ng mga medisina at tubig
sa mga #vacuation center

nagamit ngavon ng. mga_“j
. mandirigma ng Philippine .
‘Marines upanghanapin at " p;
puksain ang mga smper_-_.-_"

alamin ang posisyon ng:

nangyari:
$4 nagaganap ngayon sa
Marawi“at anong Jugar
sa ‘Mindanso ang isu-

_ﬁ.amboa,nga :

ng lagim ang mga tera~
nstaﬂg ito...

anga, susulpot muii ang

samu’t-saring katanu-

ngan at rekomendasyon
para sa modernisasyen ng
kagamitan ng AFP at PNP.
Sigurado ako niyan!

_[Para sa suhestivon at
rekomendasyon, i-ernail
sa jbsalarzon@yahoo.
comj

3

ng nangyarz 53 Zambo—
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Matyagan ang
‘mga terorista

AHAPON ay eksaktongisang buwan mula nang
magsimula.ang bakbakan sa Marawi sa pagitan
ng government troops at mga ‘teroristang Maute.
Ayon sa Armed Forces, nasa 200 Maute fighters na .
ang kamlang napapatay at mayroon pang makigit
106 na nananatiling Tumalaban. Kahapon, sinabi -
ng tagapagsalita ng AFP na napatay na ang isa sa
Maunte brother. _Ganunman. hmdl pa makxta ang -
bangkay mnito. - -

Sinabi pa ng military na desperado na raw ang
mga terorista-dahil sa sunud-sunod na pagkaka-
huli sa mga’ kamag-anak ng Maute brothers. Una
nang nahuli ang ama ng Maute at makaraan ang
isang linggo,:ang ina naman ang nahuli. Marami
pang Ramag-«anak ng Maute ang nahuli habang

o i : : pang
"Pﬂfﬂi ang paa. Sabi pa ng mihtary ahil masyado -

maramisamga o l’mahigzt' a'EOO} ang humahalo:.
sa mga sibilyan na karamwang nasa evacuation
—--centers.at ang: iba- -4¥-58 mga- barangay at naghko=
kunwarin sxbﬂya 'Humahalo sﬂa_para ‘hindi
_ madetect ga

karaniwang maman: yan.

Ang mamamayan o mga nasa- evacaatwn centers
ang dapat na maging mapagmatyag sa kanilang
mga kasama. Nararapat na kilalanin nila ang mga
nakakasalamuha sa evacuation centers at baka isa
sa mga ito teroristang Maute. Maging mapagduda
sa mga taong makikita at baka hindj nila nalalaman
na sa evacuation center pa magsasagawa ng pagpa-
pasabog. Kamakailan, napaulat na magsasagawa ng
panggugulo sa Metro Manila ang Maute na pinabu-
]aanan naman ng Philippine National Police,

- Maaring malupig ang mga terorista sa pamarna-
gitan ng pagsasama-sama at ‘pagtotulungan. Howag
hayaan ang mga “vhaw sa dugo” na terorista ang
mangibabaw sa bansang ito. Magkaisa para nalipol
ang mga Maute at iba pang local na terorista.

%
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"S undalo, pmagbantay
ng kalabaw

i Gavemar’ ’

K.ATAPANGAN at kagitingan, dalawang salita na maﬂrlala- _
rawar sa mea sundalong Pilipino. Handang maklpaglabﬂn at’
.makidigma para sa hayang tinubuan, Kahit pa: anﬂ kapaht nito”
v ang sarili nilang mga buhqt i

iy :"I'ln"" ™
N "’ .

di'p

alo dahil sa wa mnv shm na

um'wérmrmrué Fadegand 3¢ mumi ancrkaw* wang san
. Waghahantay_na nga nang maayos kahit hJuch niva m:v trabaho: 5iya panc kmsuhan £
nnanﬁgal $a°serbIsyo.
szo makapanay am namm ana cammmrdmg 0ﬂ75€? ng pobreag qundalo halos ma1h1 bwa s
s kanyang Karsunsiy, ng Emrm n Tol Erwm atAle‘: dah'l hmdl siyamakasagot
‘at halatang uatatakot S : e
Kung _ 'cg rrundmg ajjﬁcer nd ‘o Magdea’ep sKaye ng
i narman’pag-aati ng gobyerno? Tinamasi kagonang kalabaw:: e

sundale sa jug: :
- Baka Hindi iivo nalalamaii na malaking ipsulto 1tG"sa hanay ng mga cunda]a Pao 10 av-

nakaraung kay. Premde;}te Duterte, ‘signradong may kalalagyan kayo :
"‘apm na ang .mallhgayans araw 1 yo' Idmuiog na pamin ito sa AFP kava antaym o Yo na

lang na ipatawag Kayo. :

Si.BITAG na ang ne, "rarnmg sa Imyo. umayos kavo'

Cq
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T Cen Gener del Rosario,
~Jonathan Abidtim, and William

. Gonzales,
‘the top seeding after beating the

Gamestomarow -
“Apm < PNPVE BOJ 7T
5 p.m, —AFPvs ch_iiciary: :

' Top seed Armea Fu.brcééfo'.f:.tﬁe' .

hilippines and No. 2 Philippine
National Police seek to arrange @

sitie showdowr when they take
off 2 convincing 82+68 triumph

bn their respective semifirial
rivals in the UNTV Cup
xecutive Face-Off at the Pasig
_City Sports Center t0m OITOW. -

she Cavaliers clinched

Responders, _94~86, at the close of

“the elims. o

The Cavaliers:are also COming .

‘pver the Magf last Fune 11.

" Alspexpected to deliver for the

Cavaliers is Gen: Mel Feleciano.

. The AFP Cavaler
Boostersat 3 p;m.;-.ﬁm i

Responders take on the Judiciary - = _
e 83-68 drubbing of the Senate

 Gentinels. -~ _

Magl ar3 pami.
" For finishing 1-2 inthe single-

~ their semis series to arrange a
dtleiclash

—+o

catlide

round elims, both AFP and PNP

‘need-only to win the Dpenet- ot~ “Fand;-wilt-again-rely-on.Supt..

E :'-'--GGar.’r:‘f-A:émimist;a’coz_;_}\gﬁdasm_ I
farquez, on'the vther hand; is '
sxpected 1o load the Magiisibid -
after firing 20 points im the team’s

The Responders, on the ofher

Oscar Albayalde, Decter Vitug

| - , ' - :
| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC APFAIRS - Emal add: oacpa.army2042@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
E

Army Core Purpese. Serving the people. Secunng the jand.




up title du

AFP, PNP
out tO set

Games Tomorrow 3
(Pasig City Sports)
3 M - PNPvs DOJ
p m, - AFP vs Judlcxary

ppmes (AFP) and No. 2 Philippine Na-

tionial Police (PNP) try to forge a title
Lishowdown when, they dlash against

“their raspective semis tivals tomorrow

“in the ‘WNTV. Cup :Executive Face- Off |

: at the Pasig City Sports Center. .

e JopiatRER - ADULR, - 2N - W2, Gon......
~ zales, the Cavahers dinched the top
. seeding.after beating. the Respond-

&
N

“The AFP Cavaiers collide with Ehé

Top seed Armed Forces of the Fh -

Rt

" PNP Responders’ PSupt Dexter Vitug SAF [No. }f'ghts the ioosa bau

I:ma}. com-e Nl

M
finishing 1-2 in'the single-

_ e!;ms, both AFP and PNP need only to

_win the Opener of their semis serias
t0.arranga a tile clash.

Led by Gen. Gener del Rosario .

“ers, 6, atthe close of the elims.

the Cavaliers are emboldened by their

- Agide from the topping the efims, -

‘during their game with the DOJ Justice Boosters

. 'Aibayafde' Decter Vatug and Anthony

'Cavakers i5.Gen, Mel Feleciant.,
Court Administrator Midas Marguez

needs to raproduce his magic the last
firne-if-he-want-to-help..the. Magls.w
" force a rubber match.

Hefired 20 points in- the team’s 83-
‘drubbing of the Serate Sentinel

hand, will again rely on Supt. Oscar

{so expected fo deiwer for the' o
- lzed by UNTV _president and’.CEC
Daniel Razon for the countrys pubhc

“The” Responders, ‘onithe - other:-p

Fhe toumament was cenceptual-

servanis.
_Razon said one of the beneﬁcxanec

of the league will be the Samahart Ng

‘Mga Dating Professional na Basket

. 'Iayers whop ayed only from 975

Bolita ngPilicinas: Foundatio
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WwWw, . govph
Wounded troops fighting Maute group
terrorists raring to fight again

ined in ongoing efforts to free Marawi City from the remaining Maute Group

Despite injuries susta
have high morale and raring to go back into the fight afler

terrorists, Filipino troops wounded in action
spending some time in the hospital.

This was bared by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo
when asked about the status of troops wounded-in-action Friday.

"Their morale is high notwithstanding the wounds they sustained. They know since the start that this is a
reality of the service that they must face. As the ofd Filipino adage says, ‘Ang isang sundalo, habang

nasusugatan, falong tumatapang,” he said.

ory sonflict; are-either refusing to be evacuatedto-
fter sometime in the hospital particularly those who

" Arevalo said Filipino troops wounded in the mofitti-f
-the rearorare yearning to be back to the frontlines a

sustained minor injuries.

"And indeed more than half, | was fold, were back in action (already),” the military official said.

* The AFP has declined to give exact figures for the AUmbers 6f soidiers wolnded-in-action in the-ongoing """ 1
 fighting but sources has placed this to around 300 miltary personnel.

Fighting with the Maute'Group terrorists started shortly after attempts by the military to apprehend Abu
Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon, a staunch ally of the lawless elements, last May 23.

As of this posting. the death toll in the ongoing fight is placed at 268 Maute Group terrorists, 66 soldiers
and police officers and 26 civilians, (Priam F. Nepomuceno)
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DND confirms Aussie assistance in Marawi City conflict

Australia will be providing intelligence, surveiliance and reconnaissance (ISR} support to the Phifippine .
Cmilitary = in the form of two AP-3C Orion aircraft = as fighting with the rernaining Maute Group remnants
in Marawi City reaches its first month anniversary Friday.

R e T e el o)

This was confirmed by Depariment of Nationai Defense {DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana in &

statement. The aircraft will be coming from the Australian Defense Forces (ADF}, he added. ISR
assistance will be effective for two weeks upon a mutually agreed date by military officials of both

countries.
“We welcome any technical assistance that our allies can provide while the Armed Forces of the
Philippines is in the process of developing such capabilities,” Lorenzana said.

Meanwhile, Australian Defense Minister Marise Payne said the Philippine government has accepted her
country’s offer of two AP-3C Orion aircraft to provide surveillance support to the Armed Forces of the

Philippines.

"The regional threat from terrorism, in particular from Daesh and foreign fighters, is a direct threat to
Australia and our interests. Australia will continue to work with our partners in South East Asia to counter

it," Payne said in & statement.
Austraiza condemnad the attacks by Daesh-inspired groups in Marawi City. :

Payne.said she.and Philippine.Defense Secretary Delfin.Lorenzana have agreed "the best way to defeat ... . . ..
terrorism in our region is for us to work together.”

Fighting with the Maute Group terrorists started shortly after the military tried to apprehend Abu Sayyaf
Ieader {smlora Haplion & staunch al?y of the Iawiess eiements last May 23.

As of this posting, the death ol in ongomg ﬂghtmg xs piaued at 268 r\/‘aute Group terrorlsts 66 soidlers
'"'.and pofce Oﬁfcers a{‘}d 26 C}Vj![aﬂs et e e, e T

"With these AP-3Cs from the ADF, our troops can benefit from enhanced airborne surveillance of the
area any time of the day thereby improving operations on the ground,” the DND chief stressed,

L orenzana nioted that the AP-3C Orion aircraft will immediately assist in the ongoing cperations as soon
as the Armed Forces of the Philippines and ADF finalize operational details.

The oneration of these aircraft will not requirs the embedding of ADF personnel with Filipino troops on

the ground.

The Philippines and Australia have an extensive Defense Cooperation Program that provides the
mechanisms for military support, intelligence sharing, and peopie to people exchanges.

“in the fight against giobal terror, we need to act as a community of nations. Any help and support we
can get from our friends and allies will aiways be welcome,” Lorenzana said. (Priam F. Nepomuceno
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Public warning AFP:Stop spreading unverified reports

THE ARMED Forces of the Philippines (AFP} will impose a stricter impieméntat?oh on
communication security procedures to prevent feaking internal reports that may cause public

panic.

Speaking during yesterday's AFP-PNF press conference, Brig. Gen. Gilhert Gapay,
spokesperson of Martial law in Eastern Mindanao Command {(EastMinCom), also urged the

sublic not to spread unverified information.
Gapay said they have been regeiving raw reports on threats and plans of terrorists to attacks

major cities in Mindanac as diversionary attacks to ease the pressure in Marawi City.

He said each raw report is being verified by their operating unit, and the information will only be

disseminated publicly once it is confirmed.

“Mavhe along the way, there were some leaks that cause panic o the civilians.” Gapay said citing

the recent spread of faise threat report in Metro Manila.

He said thev are reviewing their standard operating nrocedures to avoid the dissemination of raw

“and Unconfirmed reports eoming from theirend.

Gapay said government security units, such as AFP and Phiiinpine Nationat Police; have corresporiding
sanctions to violators of communication security procedures. Those who violated the protocol, he said,
will face administrative case and the penalty will be based on the gravity of the offense.

He said that they are reminding their personne! not to post sensitive infarmation o social iadia,
.particularly.on.Facebook, o avoid causing falsg alarm,

With this, Gapay also urged the public not to spread unverified reports, especially sharing such on
Facebook. ‘

"“We know some of you have aiready received such information,” Gapay said. “Let’s not forward it
immediately.” '
He said some sectors who like tc create panic in the city may post such false reports.

As much as possible. Gapay said they want a daily “interaction and forum te inform the pubiic on what's

happering

Gapay asked the public o always be vigilant so faw and order will be maintained.

hitp://mindanaoexaminar.com
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Malaysia tightens border security due to
Sayyaf, Maute threats o

Waiaysia tightened its security for fear that !SIS militants fighting security forces in the

Philinpines may escape the government offensive and slip into Sabah.

i also included Abu Savvaf chieftain and local ISIS leader Isnilon Hapilon, and jihadist militant
Abdullah Maute on its wanted list along with other commanders ldang Susukan. Hatib Hajan
Sawadiaan, Majan Sahidjuan and Salvador Muktadil ~ all implicated in cross-border kidnappings

over the vears, according to the Malaysian newspaper The Star,

it said the tight security was ordered by the Eastern Sabah Security Command under Datuk Wan
Abdul Bari Abdul Khalid, who also appealed to Malaysian citizens to stay vigitant and report

suspicious persons to authorities.

Hapilor and Maute were among a group of jihadist ieader who occupied Marawi City in southem
Philippines on May 23 i an effort to put up an Isiamic State province in the restive Mustim region of
Mindanao. Some of thejmadlst leaders, including Omar Maute and Malaysian Mahmud b in Ahmad l“ad

'been repo*’ted killed In the clashes, a thmgb the military is yei toreeovertheirbodies”

Filipino security officials said Maiays ian and other foralgn mlhtams arg Tightmg the mmtary in I\faraw.
alongside the local ISIS group. They claimed that security forces had killed over 200 militants. including
dozens of foreign fighters, but troops recovered just about 45 bodies. Al ieast 62 soidiers and about fwo

—daren-civilians-were-alse killed-in-the violence that.gripped.the country.and forced President Duterteto_ .

dema & marﬁaa: law in Mmaanao

The Umted States aiso sent S P 3 Oraon spy piane He help the Iocal mllztary ,:nnpom+ h|dmg places of
militants in Marawi. The military said at least 400 militants are still holed out in the besieged city and that
600 civifians remain trapped in Marawi and this is on top of about 240 people, including a Catholic priest.

being heid by jihadists. Washington sent a smal! group of Special Forces soldiers to Marawi to help
Filipine army commanders in intelligence gathering.

Australiz said it will alsc deploy a pair of spy planes to help the Philiopine government in defeating the
iocal iSIS group. It fears that the radical influence of ISIS poses a serious threat to the security of the

South East Asian and Asia-Pacific regions.

http:/mindanaocexaminer.com
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