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ARAWI—One of America’s most wanted
terrorists may have escaped a five-week group Abu Sayyaf that has pledged -
battle with Islamist militants in this city,” .
which began with a raid to capture him, ! been recognized by IS as its ‘emir’

the mfiitary said Saturday

(02) 845-9555 L ocal, 5285, 5205

He leads a faction of the bandit i

sallegiance to IS.
Security analysts said he has

“or leader in Southeast Asia, a region

- where the group wants to estab ish

L

. lsmlcm Haps?on,a veteran Flllpmo______ _
" militant, said to be the leader of the

Islamic . State group in Southeast
Asia, has not been seen in the battfe
zone in Marawi City, said Lt. Gen.
Carlito Galvez, head of the military’s

Western-Mindanao Command:

An attempt by government

- troops.to.arrest Hapilon in-Marawi ..
.-on May 23 triggered a.fampage by

Istamist militants fiying black IS flags
whao seized parts of the mainly Mus-
lim city.

President Rodrigo -Duterte de-

clared martial iaw in Marawi and the -

entire southern region of Mindango,
unleashing an offensive to crush
what he said was an attempt by the
jikadist group to establish a strong-

._hold in the area. .

““He [Hapllon} has
in the area. We have some reports
that he was already able to slip
somewhere but as of now we are
stiff confirming the reports” Galvez

beer seen |

! acaliphate,”

had joined forces with ‘another
; armed militancy, the Maute group,
! to launch the Marawi siege, now on

- its second month, ;
On Saturday, securlty forces con-

«The military said Hapilon’s, group_-..g e

said i g radio intervisv,
Asked if Hapilon was on the run,

-he said:"Yes, yes because reportedly .-
“hé suffered a lot of Casualties. Maj jor- ..

ity of his group, more than haif, were

casualties” iz

Hapilon was indicted in Washlrzg-
ton for his involvernent in the 2607
kidnapping of three Americans in

the Philippines, and has a $5-mil-

ffon bounty on his head from the US
government, which has his name
on its "most wanted” terror list.,

2

CHintied inténse air raids and artillery
* fire on pockets of Marawi stilf occu-

pied:by. the militants; while troops g e o

- fought house-to-house gunbattles -
: on the ground. .

The operation is going on, the
ﬁreﬁghts are intense. We have ¢
- galned substantial ground,” said .

§ Galvez.

Nearly 300 militants and 67 gov-
ermnment troops have been killed -
in the fighting, according fo officiai
figures. :
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Galvez said there are “strong in-
dications” that twa or three of the
Maute brothers—among the key

players™in-the-siege=—had-been-— : i

killed, including ~ Omarkhayam ' : :

-Maurie, belleved to be the groups U

top leader. o
Only one brother Abdullah, has

been visibie in the fighting, Galvez

added, AFR
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Hapilon shipsout...

was an attempt by the jihadist group to
establish a provinee in the area.

“He (Hapilon) has notbeen seen in
the area. We have some reports that he
was already able to slip somewhere but
as of now we are stili confirming the
reports,” Gaivez said in an interview
with DZBB radio station.

Asked if Hapilon was on the run,
he said: “Yes, yes because reporiedly
he suffered a lot of casualties. Major-
ity of his group, more than half, were
casualties.”

$5-miliion bounty
Hapilon was indicted in Washing-
ton for his invelvement in the 2601
kidnapping of three Americans in
the Philippines, and has a §5-million

~bounty on his head from the US gov-

—$most-wanted” terror.list. . .

ernment, which has his name on its

He leads a faction of the Philippine
militant group Abu Sayyaf that has
pledged allegiance to IS.

Security analysts say be has been
recognized by IS as its “amin” or

~ where the group wants to establish
acaliphate. o :

Maute brothers ~ among the key play-
ers in the siege - had been killed, in-
cluding Omarkhayam Maute, believed
to be the group’s top leader

Only one brother, Abdullah, has
heen visibie in the fighting, Galvez
added.

Foreign fighters

Presidential spokesman Ernesto
Abella said in Manila the military is
“yalidating an intelligence report”
that Malaysian Mahmud bin Ahmad,
who helped lead and finance the
Marawi siege, died from wounds he
had sustained in the early days of
the fighting.

Abella gaid he would not officially
confirm the death unless government
troops recovered the remains.

“itie have besn told that the mili-

__tary has information of the spot where

he was buried and governmerit troops
are now trying to locate it and recover
the remains. Once done, only then can
we make an official confirmation,”
he said.

ieader, in Southeast Asia, a region

The military says Hapilop's group
had joined forces with the Maute
Group to launch the Marawi siege,
now on its second month.

On Saturday, security forces con-
tinued intense air raids and artillery
fire on pockets of Marawi still oc-
cupied by the militants, while troops
fought house-to-house gunbattles on
the ground.

“The operation is going on, the
firefights are intense. We have gained
substantial ground,” said Galvez, the
military cornmander.

Nearly 300 militants and 67 govern-
ment troops have been kilied in the
fighting. according to official figures.

Galvez said there are “strong
indications” that twe or three of the

Jro—

S

“Avmed ForeEs of the Philippines
(AFP) chief Gen. Eduardo Afio fold

- - The Associated Press (AP) on Fri-.
day that Mahmud was wounded in

the fighting in Marawi last month
and reportedly died on June 7 of his
wounds.

When asked about Mahmud'’s
reported death, Malaysia’s Inspector
General of Police Khalid Abu Bakar
told AFP in a text message in Kuala
Lumpur: “Not true. He is stili alive.”

Abella said authorities were also
verifying another inteliigence report
that 89 foreign fighters are in Mind-
anagc, entering the region through the
Philippines’ porous maritime borders
with Malaysia and Indonesia.

“This ig the purpese why we are
making a collective effort against ter-
rorism and violent extremism through
a trilateral cooperation with Indone-
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e ACCOTAING L0 Abella, both leaders. .

sia and Malaysia,” Abella said.

The Philippines, Indonesia, and
Malaysia have agreed to jointly
develop and implement counter-
terrorism measures and strategies

-to prevent future terrorist attacks in
the region.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo,
during a phone conversation with
Prasident Duterte, has reaffirmed Indo-
hesia’s commitment to help the Philip-
I’iines fight terrorism in Mindanao.

elt the need to step up cooperation to

~Mdress threats posed by terrorism -

4 nd violent extremism.
“Bothnoted the importance of the

trilateral meeting between Indone-
sia, Malaysia, and the Philippines to
strengthen cooperation on countering
terrorism among regional neighbor-
ing states,” he said.

The Palace official also said that
Widodo also vowed to help the Philip-
pines in restoring peace in Mindanao,
particularly in the war-torn Marawi
City.

“According to the Palace official,
Duterte weleomed Widodo’s remarks

and assured the Indonesian President

that the Philippines will stay true to

-ilg commitment in-working together

{0 address terrorism.
On Friday, Galvez said troops

recovered two decomposing corpses

that bore features of people from the -

Middle East.

Eight other militants, including
those from Chechnya, Indonesia and
Malaysia, had been killed earlier
in the fighiing, defense chief Delfin
Lorenzana has said.

Indonesia, Malaysia and the Phil-
ippines on June 19 launched joint
patrols on their maritime borders {o
block the movement of the militants.

two high-tech spy planes to help Fili-

-ping troops fight.the militants, jein-. ..

ing the US which has also provided
similar help.

LAustralia said Friday it will send
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combat operations in the city
tomorrow, clearing opera-
tions would continue without
let up to expedite Marawi’s
liberation.

Fighting initially broke out

in Marawi on May 23, when.

~ teams of soldiers and police-
men tried to serve an arrest
warrant against Basilan-based
Abu Sayyaf commander ls-
nilon Hapilon, said to be des-
ignated Emir of the Islamic
State (IS) in Southeast Asia, in
Barangay Basak Maltutlot.

What was expected to
be just a short-lived conflict
turned into a full-biown war
after the Maute-IS terrorists at-
tacked and occupied key parts
of Marawi City.

To date, despite the prepon-
derance of military troops, the
terrorists are still holding up
in at least four of the 96 baran-
gays in the city known as the
center of Islamic faith in the
country.

And after more than a

~month of fighting, 290 Maute.-

terrorists, 26 civilians and 69
soldiers have beenldlled in the
continuing conflict.
Meanwhile, the military has
yet to establish the identities
of foreign-looking individuals

whose_remains were. found.-.

among the slain Maute mem-

bers within the zone of conflict.
- “We don’t have the sxact-

information yet on this par-
ticular report,” Padilla said, in
reference to foreign-looking
terrorists who were reportedly
killed along with their local
Maute counterparts.

Western Mindanac Com-
mand {(Westmincom) com-
mander Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez
. was quoted in a radio inter-
7iew yesterday as saying that
the bodies of these foreign
tooking terrorists have been
‘ound in the battle area.

He added the bodies would
be recovered as soon as pos-

From Page 1

sible for proper burial and
DNA testing,

Galvez was also quoted as
saying that around 10 foreign-
looking men were seen by the
Maute member captured by
soldiers last Friday and. they
reportedly have direct involve-
ment in the fighting as snip-
ers and in bomb demolition
operations.

The Indonesian defense
ministry earlier claimed
around 1,200 foreign jthadists
are operating in the Philip-
pines.

A senior anti-terrorism of-
ficial, citing their own records,
bared that the Indonesian fig-
ure of foreign terrorists operat-
ing in the country is somewhat
bloated.

“Based on our menitoring
there are around 300 and not
1,200 of themn who are already
in the country,” he said.

He added these foreign
jthadists are mostly based in
various areas of Mindanao,

with-a-handful of them posing

as religious preachers, if not

legitimate businessmen, in'key

cities in the country, including
Metro Manila.

Eid'l Fitr

- - Cotabato-City; thousands

of moderate Muslims cannot
perform Eid'l Fitr rites at the
capitol of the-Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM) due to a possible at-
tack by outcast Islamic militants.

Neutral Muslims in the city
and nearby towns have per-
formed peacefully for decades
the yearly Eid'l Fitr sambaiiayang
or congregational prayer at the
ARMM parade grounds.

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman
had cancelied the Eid’] Fitr ac-
tivity in the 32-hectare regional
government center in Cotabato
City due to mounting threats of
sabotage.

Hataman, presiding chair-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRE
OFFiCE Or 0 A z
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man of ARMM's inter-agency
regional peace and order coun-
cil, said they cannot put at
risk the lives of thousands of
worshipers.

“Terrorists have absolute
disregard for Islamic teach-
ings on respect for Life. They
attack people, Muslims and
non-Muslims-alike; to-show
capability to harm the hapless
and most vulnerable,” Hata-
man said.

Officials in Lanao del Sur and
its provincial capital Marawi
are emotional about not having
had a solemn Ramadan due to
the trouble the Dawlah Islamia
instigated.

The siege of Marawi dislocat-
ed more than 200,000 villagers.

The spokesman of the Lanao
del Sur provincial crisis manage-
ment comrnittes, Assemblyman
Zia Alonto Adiong of ARMM's
Regional Assembly, said terror-
ists have robbed them of the
chance to observe Ramadan
undisturbed as they did in de-
cades past.

“The conflict also stole from
us the chance to go out and do

Eid'l Fitr vutdoot prayer and

celebration in our homes. These
are very strong centuries-old
Maranao traditions,” Adiong
said.

Adiong said fasting at day-

tme in evacuation sites is dif-

“I heard 50 many evacuees

have ne way but forego with

art obligation that they have
peacefully complied with in
years prior. The conviction to
abstain from food and drinks
during the day is there, so
overwhelming, but the condi-
tion in evacuation sites are dire
and uncooperative,” Adiong
lamented.

Even the mayor of Cotabato
City, Cynthia Guiani-Sayadi,
was forced to ban the evening
tours on vehicles of moderate
worshipers to chant “allahu
akbar” using public address
facilities right after the local
Darul Iftah (House of Opin-

ions) announces the closure o,
the Ramadan fasting month,

The restriction is meant #c
prevent exposing local Muslim
folk to dangers when they gc
out for their so-called nighttime
“mobile takbiz,” also a decades-
old tradition.

Guiani-Sayadi assured resi- ‘
‘dents that her administration, ™

the local police and the anti-
terrorism Army-led Joint Task
Force Kutawato are in fuil
control, contrary to circulat-
ing text messages warning of
imminent danger and alleged
sightings of terrorists in some
barangays.

“As moderate and peace-
loving Muslims, we believe that
sometimes we need to get hurt
for us to rise and bounce back as
better Muslims,” Hataman said.

In ligan City, which is some
35 kilometers from Maravi, resi-
dents are bracing themselves as
messages warning that “sorne-
thing will happen” tomorrow is
spreading via Facebook and text
messages.

But they try to go on with their

lives and continue to perform.

their religious obligations.

One resident identified onlv....

as Rache! said she and her co-
workers had to report for work
early because of the kilometer-
long queue to pass through the

checkpoint in Barangay Suarez |

where everybody has to present

" a valid identification card,

"We have becorie acriig~
tomed to itbecause we commute
everyday,” she said. “When will
this end?”

Meanwhile, former Ma-
rantao, Lanao de! Sur mayor
Mohammadali Abinal and
Maguing mavor Mamauian
Abinal, who were identified
by President Dutere as among
the narco-politicians, asked for
a thorough investigation into
their respective cases after il-
legal drugs were found in their
residences during a clearing op-
erationby the military, followed
by the police.

~ With Lino dela Cruz

G.

1 2fmgmall.com = Ten

R Lropt £0D
(02: £45-Q550 Local B2E5, 528D

14 .

-
P
Ly Lure FATpoRED O

Emal agt: gacpe.army 205

,
~aring the land.
e e pesole, SeTunng g




Arpy Vision By 2028 & worlg-class Army thai 1S & source o niatronal pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: Dacpa,army2012@gmai!,com«-Te! no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Page: A%

AN June 2017

9

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) #45-0555 Local: 5285, 5295




Army VlSIOFI By 2028 a worid—class Army that is a source of natrona! pr.rde

 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PU L

9% June 2017

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHiEF_PUELlC FF*_*&RS Emaii ad 'oacpa amymm@gmau.caml-

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the Eand




Army Visior. By 2028. a world-class Army that is a source of national pride
]
|

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmaii.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 |

e j
%

i

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028. a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} B45-8555 Local; 5285,5295 |

9% June 2017

12

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpb”sé: Serving the people. Sééuring the tand.



" Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nat;onaf pride
aarmyZU‘i?@gmai com ’i‘ei no.{02) 845 9555 Locai 5285 5295_' ;

BFF!CE OF THE ARMY CHEEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS . Emaﬁ addi 0acp

Page: \

S June 2017

-__QFFtCE OF THE ARMY CH!EF Pusuc AFFAERS Emaﬂ add oacpa armmu@gman gom - Tel o, (32) 845- 9555 Lecal 5285 5205 !

Army Core Purpose Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision. By 2028. & worlg-class Army that is & SoLrce of national pride

‘ OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~Emailadd: oacpa.army2012@gmal.com - Telno. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Pahina. 2

AL ame2017 L Bt

I

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nafional pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Ermail add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5265

M June 2017

i : :
i Ang NAnGuNBUNANG Pasarasans TaoaLos s- Banss  PPB.OD |

IS

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

qu June 2017

It

GFF!CE OF THE ARMY CHiEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Emat! add oacpa armyEU'%Q@gmall r;om Tel no. (nzp 845 9555 LOC&I 5285 5295

Army Core F’urpose Servmg the people. Securmg the land.




Arrny Vision: By 2026, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. {02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285 J

T

NS June 2017

with “inuch trust? to the AFP was = gave it the highest muel trust rating
t the highest level of 76 percentin &t 69 percent and the lowest little
&Yegent survey equalliig the  trust rating of 14 perceni. .

revions record in the survey of ©~  The SWS sald if derives ils net
March 2014, grades from deducting litile trust
Little trust given by respondents  from the much trust percentages, s
o the AFP was, however, at its  terminology for the ratings are 70
owest 4t nine pereent, the survey  and above, “excellent”; 50 to 69, “very
howéd-;:_.';_ — good™ 30 to 48, “goud”; 10 to 28,
" For the BNP, the latest survey Turn to page 2

|7

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2042@gmail.com - Tel no. {62} 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purbgée: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

oacpaarmy2012@gmai.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing’




Lo Vi By 2LIE & e Gl By Tha i & SUJIDE o nElotiE o
£ DUBLIC AFFAIRE - Zmal a0l pacpe.army20i 2@gmail.com - Teing. {62; b45-5535 Losal D2EL. 524E

DEEIDE OF THE ARMY CHIE

41X June 2017

OFFICE OF TrZ AR

LRty CRIET BUBLK

B
PN I o

¥

o army ol B umal.com - Teine. (67, 8420558 Local, LIEE 6200

Rz PRI all a0d! O
Ry

oy
AT e

Lo - o i
O TG I T L

e

O ey g g
s DT e 16 b




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that Is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Telno, {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

2 June 2017 page. %

Anc Nanounsunans Passmeanc Tacaoe sa Bags TR0 .

0

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Emai! add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 L ocal: 5285, 5205

Army Core Purposé: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2026, & world-class Army that is & source of national pride

’ OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Public AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmali.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 L ocal: 5285, 5295 i

The Wanila Times | e AL

gy
June 2017

‘We're witling to go back to Marawi’

BY KIMBERLY LIBRERC

| AT least 69 soldiers and policemen have so
. far died while hundreds have been mnjured
. in the month-long siege of Marawi City by
- the islamic State (18)-linked Maute group.
i Wounded troops said the terror group
" seemed 1o be familiar with the terrain
and had “planned” where they would be
- positioned in the city.
. Cpl. Jordan Osille, 32, of the 1st
¢ Infantry Battalion’s 2nd Division, was

transferred to the AFP Health Service

Command at the V. Luna Medical Cen-
ter from Camp Edilberto Evangelista
Station Hospital in Cagayan de Oro on
Wednesday after sustaining injuries from
an explosion while securing a village in
Marawi City on Tuesday. He was the cnly
one injured among the nine soldiers as-
signed to block the area.

“Sobrang sakit, hindi ko na alam ang
gagawin ko. Parang gusto ko nang tum-
alen ng ilog {1t was toc painful. 1 did not
know what to do. | felt like } wanted 1o
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% SOLDIERS FROM AJ

jump into a river into the river],”
Osillo said, describing what he
felt after the blast.

Osillo witnessed the month-
long conflict in the war-ravaged
city, He was among the first
group of soidiers assigned to
perform clearing operations in
Marawi City.

"Hindi na namin alam kung
saan nanggaling ang putok...
bomba. Kabisado nila ang lugar
{We do not know where the gun-
shots and bombs were coming
from. They were familiar with the
cityf,” he said.

As th# mlliiarv advanced, he

/ounded soldiers recall ordeal i

Maute Group had the “advan-
tage position:” as they placed
themselves in “high-rise and
fortified” structures.

“tba kasi ang terrain. Kino-
consjder din namin ang civil-
ians. Bundok lang dati ang
givera, ngavorn bakav-bahayan,
urban area | The terrain is differ-
ent. We alse consider civilians.
The sites of the encounters
before were in the mountains,
now 1t is around residences in
an urban areal,” he explained.

Paad aleo said militants used
civilians as human shields, ham-

“recounted, terrorists belonging
-tosthe.Maute.group-holed-up
‘in mosques.

"Ang advantage nila nasa
mosque sifa nakapuwesto, hindi
pwedeng pasabugin [Their ad-

vantage-is-that-they-position

themselves in mosques, which

cannotbe bombed],” Osillo said: -

--Meanwhile, 1st Lt. Nifio Paad,
28, of the 51st Infantry Batta)-
ion’s 1st Infantry Division, who
served as an operation officer,
was alsc recovering at the V. Luna
Medical Center. He is suffering
from a leg injury after a bomb
was lobbed towards his troops
while he was deploving them.

Paad had fought the 1S-linied
Maute group before, He said his
1roops encountered the terrorist
group several times last year as
they tried to occupy Butig town in
Lanao del Sur, their “bailiwick.”

In Marawi City, Paad saidithe

- Running forcover -

Pfc. Romeo Esperida ir, 28, of
the 63rd company of the Marine
Special Operations Group, mean-

in & 14-hour “intense fight" i

‘militants on june 9 where 13
marines were killed,

Lsperida, the most injured
among the 40 tracps wounded
in the clash, suffered injuries
from a mortar shrapnel which
tore through his leg, arm, groin,
and eye.

He recounted that as govern-
ment troopers advanced to clear
a barangay, a dog barked, which
served as a signal to the Maute
group 1o fire upor the soldiers.
They then retreated towards one
of the buildings in the area and
exchanged {ire with militants

27

pering military.operations, ...

while §tffered severe m}unes

Marawi-City with-Maute .'G'r'oup‘ .--ploded Twas st dragged by my

who were already positioned in
a building across them.

"Ang ingay ingay nila. Tumaia-
wag ng reinforcement. Nu'ng
sobrang dami na nila, ang sabi sa
command bobombahin na lang
yungarea, umalis na kami ducn
{They were loud. They were call-
ing for reinforcements. When the
number of mifitants swelled, we
were instructed by command that
the area would just be bombed
and that we should leave],” Fs-
perida related.

The soldier and his compan-
ions left the building, On their

~way.to-theirvehicle a bomb-ew -

{oward them.

na lang kami. Tapos biglang
may sumabog. Kinaladkad na
lang ako ng mga kasama ko para

transport. We just needed 1o cross
a bridge. A bomh suddenly ex-

companions in order to vacate
the area],” Esperida said.

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla Iz,
spokesman of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines, earlier said
the military would no longer
impose a deadline to what he
called a “complicated engage-
ment” after failing to meet the
June 12 ultimatum to end clashes
in Marawi City.

“People are very impatient but
they don't know the sacrifices
of their soldiers. It's easy to say,
"Why are we not finished vet, why
are we not done with this yet,”

“Malapii nakaminun, Taawid

Tl mm { DAL (bbb i s

Wwar zone

Mum on injuries

Osillo and Esperida initially
chose not to inform their fami-
ties that they were injured in the

fighting in Marawi City,

Osillo’s wife, Marieth, only got
to know that he was wounded :

after a fellow soldier called her.
Meanwhile, Esperida’s aunt,

Fedelita, received a call from his :'

Marine officer.

“Ganyan. ‘Di pa niva sasabi-

hin. Ayaw daw niva akong mag-
alalar

ko sinasabi sa kanya, alam kong

alam niya, umiiyak siva [He had -

no intention to inform me. He

Our eldest child wanted to go

with me when she saw me pack.
““ing. Even'though I did notmfozm'ﬂ_v

her that her father was injured,
she knew it, she was crying],” a
tearful Marjeth said.

Osillo aiso did act inform
his parents that he was fight-
ing in Marawi City due to their
advanced aged and medical
conditions. He said his 6- and
2-year oid children served as
his strength in the warzone,
Esperida’s family, meanwhile,
said they are still grateful that
he made it through the incident,

The marine hopes to go back
to military service. If not assigned
to battiegrounds, he is willing to
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Yung panganay maniin,
Bustong sumama nang makita,.
akong nag-eempake. Kahit hindi -

maKaalis [We were close to our _ said he did notwant me to worry...
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serve as an instructor.
“Overwhelming” support

The three military men, Osillo,
Paad, and Esperida, said they
are overwhelmed by the sup-
port of the government and
the Filipinos.

The recovering troopets each
received a wounded soldier
medal, smartphones, guns, and
P100,000 in cash assisiance.

22

sistand;; Cpll Jotdan Osilie:

PREOTOE

They said the simple leiters
that they have been receiving
meant a lot 1o them. '

“Nu'ng Father's Day, naka-
tanggap akc ng letter. Naivak
ako talaga, Nagkakaroon kami
ng high morale. {On Father's
Day, 1 received a letter. ] really
cried. It boosted our morale],”
Osillo said.

They all said they were willing
10 go back to fight in Marawi City,
as it 15 their sworn duty.
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No quick fix to battle vs Maute: AFP

The military, while mindful of the public clamor to end the fight against the terrorist Maute Group at the
 soonest possible time, cannot rush it to prevent more casualties in the long run, an official has said.

An urban terrain, such as Marawi City, is one of the mast difficult combat environment there is as troops
are dealing with enemy snipers, improvised bombs, mines, and the presence of civilian hostages, said
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson, Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia.

"(Urban fighting) is complex. It is not that easy. People are very impatient but they don't know the
sacrifices of their soldiers,” he said.

Padilla cited the experience of one Marine unit last week as they were clearing a building in Marawi City.

"The Marines found an IED so they tried to deal with it by trying to explode it remotely. When it
exploded, there were 10 huge explosions, like a "Judas Belt' firecracker. It turns out that the |ED was
part of a {booby trap consisting of a series of IEDs laid together), which if triggered, would likely kill or

injure troops unwittingly,” he said.

Padilla said neutralizing the remaining terrorists is complicated due to the urban terrain and with the
enemy well aware of their positional advantage.

He cited the case of military units in the Middle East, who, despite their firepower and numerical
“superiority, "encournitered extreme difficulty in combating SIS terrorists in an urban sefting.

 "The Battle of Mosul (in'Iraq) is stil ongoing. (Having) started in October 2016, it is not yet finished. (it
has) been going on for eight months. in Libya {which conducted operations against) ISIS/Daesh
(terrorists), the battle started May 12 (last year) and ended only last Nov. 8, sc it lasted over six months,"

Padilla said. T

He further noted that in the Battle of Ramadi where American and Iraqi forces combined to fight the ISIS
—terrorists, the operation began:in Aprit:2006 and -ended only in:Novemberthat y '
Second Battle of Fallujah where the fraqi, American and British forces combined against Al-Qaeda
terrorists, operations lasted Nov. 7 to Dec. 23, 2004.

"So if you will compare it to the ongoing engagement (in Marawi), the terrain is very much the same, and
we are doing this very carefully. We have complex issues -- presence of hostages, residents in their
homes refusing to leave, and continued discovery of improvised expiosive devices, (necessitating) the
door-to-door clearing operations our soldiers must practice," Padilla said. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)
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Palace welcomes developments on Marawi ops

Presidential spokesperson Ernesto Abella said among these developments is the recovery of PHP10-
million worth of shabu found inside the house of former Marawi City mayor, Omar Solitario Ali.ln a
statement, Abella said this "will hopefully bring to bear the realities existing in the area about the close
relation between the illegal drug trade and this ongoing rebeltion”. Ali was among the local government
officials aliegedly involved in the illegal drug trade who were named by President Rodrigo Duterte. “His
name is likewise included in the arrest order of the Department of National Defense {DND} in connection

with the Marawi rebelflion,” Abella said.

He further said that the military is validating reports that Maiaysian national Mahmud bin Ahmad, who
helped finance the rebeliion in Marawi, died from wounds he sustained during the early days of the

Marawi conflict. "We have been told that the military has information of the spot where he was buried
and government troops are now trying to locate it and recover the remains. Once done, only then can

we make an official confirmation,” Abelia said.

Meanwhile, he said Malacafiang, the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the Philippine National Police,

-..and the DND do not encourage or tolerate abuses by.the military.or the police in Mindanao or- -
elsewhere."We will investigate and if evidence warrants, prosecute and punish all those who committed
~abuses; especially sexual violence against women ™ he gajg e A

Abella cited a recent report by the Commission on Human Rights, stating that there was no evidence of
abuse of martial law in Mindanao.“Should there be, proper complaints must be properly filed. In the
meantime, unless based on fact and evidence, we ask critics and advocates to_be more considerate.in........

their judgment of the efforts and context of our soldiers’ chalienges and be more supportive of their
efforts to protect the Fifipino way of life,” he said. R

Abella also said reports that 89 foreign terrorists have entered the country is still being validated.Fdreign
terrorists, he said, may have entered Mindanao via Indonesia or Malaysia."This is why we are making a
collective effort against terrorism and violent extremism through a tritateral cooperation with Indonesia

and Malaysia,” he pointed out.

The Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia have recently beefed up their trilaterat cooperation to fight
terrorism and violent extremism in Southeast Asia.As to the reported NPA attacks in Mindanao, Abella
said these serious offensives “further fueled the public's doubts on whether it is still worthwhile fo
continue the peace negotiations with them” “We are disturbed by the recent NPA attacks considering
that their leaders in Europe issued a statement condempning the incident in Marawi, even offering to
refrain from undertaking offensive operations in Mindanao to enable our government forces to deal with
focus on the rebellion stili happening,” he said.“These NPA attacks disrupt the conducive and enabling
environment indispensable in peace making and peace building.” Abella said that once validated, the
government will “undertake corresponding and appropriate steps to deal decisively with the situation”.

(PND/PNA)
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2 BIFF collared at a checkpoint in Maguindanao

The Armed Forces of the Philippines-Western Mindanae Command {AFP-WesthlinCom) said that
two members of the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Frghters { BIFF) were arrested by government
“goldiers in & checkpoint in Maguindanao on Wednesday morning.

—-Filipino-soldiers-onboard-a truck-in-Pigcawayan; North Cotabats:
AEPAMARK NAVALES / MANILA BULLETIN) .. ..

The two BIFF members were identified as Jahren Mantiukay, 23, and Bardurin Limba, 28,

The two were held by members of the 22ng Mechanized Company. 2nd Mechanized. Battalion,
~ Mechanized Division, Philippine Army at a checkpoint in Butilin, Daty Salibo, Magwndanaa at

) 9 29 am, _Weénesday T e S T

Senzed from Mantukay and Limba, both res;dents of Shariff Saydona Mustapha, Maguindanao, were two
sachets of suspeacted shabu.

The two are reportedly members of the BIFF's Special Operation Group under a cerfain Palos
and were often seen operating the motorized boat utilized by the BIFF.

They were brought to Datu Plang Police Station for investigation.

Major General Arnel Dela Vega, commander of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division, said that coordination
was made with the Moro {slamic Liberation Front and the ceasefire commitiee as part of the area of
engagement is occupied by the 105th Base Command of the MILE.
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CAFGU man killed despite BIFF member’s pleading

PIGCAWAYAN, North. Cotabato — Thirty three-year old farmer Abraham Cutay hid his family for
safety inside a rice mill upon learning that hundreds of Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters

{BIFF} were already in the periphery of Barangay Malagakit last Wednesday,

Early morning that day, Cutay and ssveral other villagers were preparing to evacuate to safer
grounds when the armed men started to close in.

Cutay led her wife Gloryjane and three other children to a nearby rice mill believing that the armedmen
would not find them,

Unfortunately, his youngest son two-year old Daniel cried when five men armed with high-powered rifle
passed by the rice mill.

The armed men caught them and pointed their guns to the Cutay family but the rebels were just
gfter Abraham.

'. "feﬂow rebe%

Then one of the five armed men, who was wearing a ski mask and acted as the leader of the
group, shot him multinle {imes in the body and in the knee in front of his wife and children.,

.Glorylane added that the person who shot her husband further sawi that thev ha\:e been reiavmg s

‘message to him not fo join the. Cafgu but he did not lisien.

Abraham is supposed to graduate from a Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit {Cafgu) on
June 26.

When the armed men left, Gloryjane and her children evacuaied to the fown proper along with hundreds

of others.

The body of her husband was recovered the following day when the military recaptured the village as
the rebels withdrew to the nearby Liguasan Marsh.
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