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By Jeoffrey
Kiche! Umel, Katios Maniupiy
and Philip C. Tubeze
(@Team;lnquirer _

JAAREW! CyTY-—The government on
Tuesdav.rejecied ah exchange of cap-

sive

mern nolec up i Marawi

Abella reiterated the government's’
policy of not dealing with terrorists.

“IThe] government’s policy not lo
negotiate with rerrorigts remaing.”
Ahells told reporters in Malataiang.

Be sai¢ the talks on Sunday bet-
ween Muslim emissaries. including re-
ligious Jeaders, and the Maute 1error-
iste were not sanctioned by the govern-

g with 5arhil 3

Miattem,

_zs the DAtIE

“ment and the militarv.~

“Anv demands made inside there-

fore hold no basis. Let us remind the
public. the gravity of the terrorists and
sweir supporters ciienseés i& hnrnense
angd thev musi be held accountable for
ali of their actions.” Abella said.

4 sutilce whis Went intc the conflict
sene i Maraw] with the emissaries to

J

for control O
weel with intense bornbing raids by
miliary planes on: 2 shrinking terror-
igr-held zone.

“1r'c not possible. We do not negoti-
ate with terrorists,” Presidential Advis-
er on the Peace Process jesus bureza

corolg tne tnguire LD PRORE e
Presidential spokespersol Ernesio

Page: é{

F e ciry etitered its sbathoo

ralk wirh the rerrorists told the Inquir-
er on Monday that Abdullah Maute,
one of the leaders of the gunmen holed
up in the city, informed the group that
£1. Teresito "Chite” Sugancl, the vicat
general of Marawi whom thev seized
as thev stormed the ity on Mav 2z was
ative and that he was willing to E

reiease the priest if the govern-
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mentwotild free his parents and
relatives who had -been cap-
tured hy the authorities. .~

process.” -

- wif wewill give in to their de=
mands, it seems they are also

terrorizing us. S0 negotiations
are not possible,” he said.

..On..jupe. gy -Ominta

“Rarhana” Mavte, the mother of
Abdullah  and - his? brothet
Omarkhayam, was -arrested by
police in Masiu; Lanao del 5ur
province. - . - B
Two days - earlier,. the
Mautes” father, Cayamora, and
his second wife were arrested at
a police-military checkpoint in
Davao City. o :
On June 18, Parida and Al Ja-
did ~Romato, cousins of the
Mautes, and Abdul Rahman Di-
macula, boyfriend of Farida,
were arrested in Iloilo City.

e, The, Mautes and the Ro-

- Ttesa said the Mautes par--
ents ‘had “to undergo judicial <

Emal add: oacpa.army.?{}“lZ@Qmai-[.com - Telno. (02) 845-9555 Locat: 585, 52985

- Mindariao to gquell the attempt
- of the Mautes and their allies
" from the Abu Sayyat bandit

group 1o establish an enclave
for the Islamic State (IS) jihadist

. group in +the southern Philip-
PR S e y

.. aycharged .
 The .- government - has
brought charges against 17 peo-
ple, including the Maute broth-
ers and their parents and for-
mer Marawi Mayor Fahad Salic,
FHOTL

checks found by soldiers in 2

“the Gty ‘used as 4

house in the 88 4
sniper's nest by the ‘terrorists,

‘and an alleged bomb - maker,

Motammad Noaim Maute.

Arriong the 17 is 5o-year-old
nurse Jadzrie Harad Saabdula,
who allegedly provided medical
help to the terrorists, according
to Justice Undersecretary Erick-
sonBalmes. P

‘Bishiop Edwin de la Pena of
Marawi - said “the Catholic

Church was leaving Suganob’s’
fatetotheg o

" shortly ‘after ‘President Duterte

clamped martial law on ail of

overed by Arrest”™
i jssued by Defense ..
- Delfin: Lorenzana |

or not,” ;D?_: Ia'-:_P:eﬁé said on
Church-runradio onl Tuesday.

The family. of Suganob was _ spokesperson for the military’s .
also leaving his fate to the gov-" 1st- Infantry Division, sald on’
Monday that ‘the priest was;
o We ive.on Sundayinapartof -
“suggest wha ] he citystill in the hands-of the:
-'We leave it to [the military]  -terrorists. SO
and the government what to™ = “We don’t nave details of
do,” said Rufino Larroza, Sug- his health. We were just told
anob’s uncle, . that he was sighted alive/”
Lt. Col. Jo-Ar Herrera, Herrera told reporters. *

5
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“The authorities believe Sug-

anch and about 200 other Chris-
tians are being heid by the
Maute and Abu Sayyaf fighters
as human shields.

IS alhes

"I‘he Mautes and Abu'sa,yyaf”:ﬁ

Jeader “Tsnilon ~‘Hapilon' have
pledged allegiance to the Mid-

dle East-based 15, and they have =

support from foreigners flght~
ing for the jihadist group m
their assault on Marawl.

Fight foreign fighters, in-
cluding those from Chechnya,
Indonesia and Malaysia, were
killed in the eafly -days of the
cns1s accordmg to the m111~

tary..”

_diers..and pohcemen “and a2y

'23 when the Mautes -and-
Abu Sayyaf a]hes --starmed the

Regmnal gov’ts worned

“Heavy Aghting broke-out® on
with _the _military

Tuesday,
~Jaunching

. More. than 360 peoplemm- '
cludlng 270 ‘terrorists, 70 S0k,
hc_ruitment.

-not-just-Hapilen;-but-also-con-

duced from 87 square kilome-
ters a week ago to just a square
kilometer, according to Herrera.

The . protracted seizure of
the city by the terrorists has
worried Southeast Asian gov-

. ernments about the extent of

the TS group’s agenda may Have
~gained tractionin’ the southern
“Philippines, which"is used to

banditry, -piracy and’ sepa-
ratism than -radical .Is'lamist
ideology. .

The terrorists’ orgamzatmn,
combat capability and use of
heavy weapons has raised fears
in the mainly Roman Catholic
country that the Marawt fight-

"ing could just be the start-of @

wider ‘campaign, and be por-
trayed by the Maute group as a
triumph that could boost its re-

Pighting Hag T raged :

- _;_:_Maram since’ May 23 after a
“failed ‘military attempt 0.
ture Hapilon.

The. force of the terronsts

- -response surprised the military,

leading the government to lose

trol of the City. —WiTH REPORTS
PAZZIBUGAR, JULIE M.

Abnvsmo NESTOR P..BURGOS JR, AFF

AND REUTERS ING.
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&g EDITH REGALADO

| prosperous Marawi will rise.
... President Duterte made

02\% June 2017

DND chiefeyes
end 10 siege

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

at, 4

‘this vow ‘as he joined Mus-

sorfieTawmakers, he read from

the policezemain nard at w
Cto ending the icrisis with dis- - sai

" Duterte said, = =

iabie, with the help of our
partners in the private sector
“and the internationsl commui-
- nity,” Duterte promised. .-
“A'lawyer by profession, he
ained anew. that he had
clare martial law in Min-:
\e ‘danso to ‘protect its citize i
. -taking note of areport thatsaid_
 terrorists were.able tostockpile
firearmsand that their le :

im nity. an

a ijiéﬁ\aféd“ speech, yowing to
& the violence'and conflict

] was forced into it he
d.“When1 declared martial
“law in Moscow, L already know
‘everything... how long it will

last. I know the deployment

patch; especially in _.Maraw_i,”_

He said he .br&erec.l.._:the'

you,
ill-seeto-it -

- perous city again,” he said in an

extemporaneous speech during
the celebration of Eid’l Fitr at
Malacafiang last night.

“1 just want this thing over
and the radicals, extremists out
of the Muslim world here,” said
Duterte, the country’s first presi-
dent from Mindanao. “We are not
brutal and we respect life. At no
time will bigotry be tolerated.”

At the start of the event that
was attended by key figures from

Turn to Page 10

“Telease ot.PZO"bi:ﬂi‘cn“to*ret:ﬁnw-;----of~-the-snipers;g_nd_.-where_they

r fire

strict the city from the ashes, I already

kept thei

surgical operations.. - o T am also bleeding like
The conflict has displaced you,” Duterte lamented the
thousands -of residents who  number of innocent people

fled to nearby Tligan and Ca-- that were hurt, killed and be-
gayan de Oro cities for safety.. headed by the enemy. B

- Duteérte claimed that some
plans on the rehabilitation and . of the fighters in Marawi could
reconstruction of your lives: be his cousins. He also has
and communities. The Task- relatives who altied with the
Force Bangon Marawi, com-. Mauté and he had discouraged
posed of various agencies of ‘them from joining the group:-
the government, is being cre- ‘whichlacked ideology. = ¢
ated to hasten recovery efforts .- - “We are all hurman beings,
in Marawi City, More funds whether we Tike it ‘or not, we
will be added, if necessary. ~willdie.... What will we leave .
Meaningful and long-term to otir children? Wenow havea
support will also be made limited time to correct the aber-

"We have also laid concrete -

.

T
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g-Maram, mfhctmg

Jy on the general popu- - -

'rtles ;
< rénderas.they: don’t stand
n ' chance against governme
v forces. But, instead of heeding  tra:
- the call; the group ‘continues  nig
‘to fight it out W1t§1 secunty

Maranaos are killed. I am not
. happy about your sufferings. ..

I see no satisfaction even in
winning this war,” he said in
Flhpmo and Engitsh

By SONA

ty conflict would end before
57his secon:
State 'of the Nation Address

(SONA} before the joint ses-
“sion of Congress on the fourth: S
" ment 6f Social Welfare and. "
Development (DSWD) showed..
the number of mdwzduais i
‘displaced by the ongomg

“week of July.

i tPerhaps,. befbre the SONA;W

f}us wﬂi be over " Lorenzana

its sixth week, with govern- -

ment troopers inching their
“way to drive outthe remaining
Maute terrorists from four of
. the city’s 96 barangays.

“What we are seeing here
is that these Mautes, they are

. pines. {AFP) chief Gen. Edu-
" ardo Afio told him in'a mieet-

S "};et me be: T am very.
~ sorry ‘that this'has'to happen. " .
°1 am not happy that many

i Mosiday afternoon. .

Almost 16,000 are’ staymg- .
in 75 evacuation centers in.
nearby areas, while the rest are -

3 going to fight to the death,”

“gaid, noting that
roes of the Phili

ing last week that the conflict
couldiend in'a week's time:

The m1l1tary «called on the
remaining terrorists to sur-

troops.
“They appeaxed o e st111

tain its presence to help rebuild

has beeri earm ked
éf?:Phlhppme AT

“ment and Gaming Corp. (Pag— He
"corY for the rehabilitation. :

Datareleased by the' Depart

strong s0 we are pushing with”
our operations. But this is-
likely to end on or before the -
SONA of July 27, Lorenzana_'_
said. .- :
~ Once the ﬂghtmg ends and”
the security situation normal-"
' izes, the military would main- . i
Defense Secretary Delfm-
srenzana:hopes-the Marawiy .

million was sent into. augme

 residents, while another PlOS'_;_..""‘ The |

also underway at. its Viséjré’s

“Disaster. Response Center ifi

ebu ‘City. Volunteers s
‘ udmg ‘stitdents ~-continue
to-arrive and. assist in ‘the op

io 5t11,900. for

in Marawi City. - _
"Taguiwalo said the' DSWD

is focused on'camp manage-
~ment, distribution of food or

the devastated city. Atleast F20..

. Asiof T : _
reported the death of three

2 _the 1mporf:ance ‘of cadaver bags, fol
w orkmg together to.address
the needs of those affected
by thie conflict,‘Social Welfare
Secretary Judy Taguiwalo ear- -
Jlertirged the public to inform
"DSWD of its shortcomings in

- addressing the. ongomg crisis

by the DOH. .

__the"flght.-.

fhype_
tory infection and acute
tery di rrhea

tenits ‘and kits wer

Chinaalso donate Pi5mil-
Kon for the relief opérations
and rehabilitation of Marawi

- with Malacafiang saying Chi-

‘nese Arnabassador Zhao Jin-

-~ hua gave the check donation
~ toDuterte'in a bid to- 51gmf1~-
cantly aligment the résources” -
‘of the DOH and DSWL. - :
: ais also heipmg outﬂ'\_v o

Aushrali

CMinister for Defense and.:

e Senator Marise Payne said
" the Australian governmentis
working with the Philippines

¢ hag teached: 403,052 a

with friends or relatives.
Some P118 million worth of

food and non-food items have

been provided to the displaced

{,

Y
- Health Secre

individuals wete admitted in

‘health facilities for variods -
‘Mateo, Sheila Crisostomo, Pia

conditions, of which at least
1,891 were already dlscharged

ging the

¥ ly
_U’Dial said the DOH ofﬁce i
Region 10 reported that 2,013

to support the- t1ght against’

in the region.

offer of two Australian Defense

Force AP-3C Qrion: airéraft to
‘provide the AFP the surveil-
lance support it needs.”

.~ With Jaime Laude, Janvic

Lee-Brago

JU—
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Freedom for kldnapped pnest
100 hostages offered |

“Chlto” Soganub in exchange for the:r
p g e e - safe exit and simultaneous withdrawal:

awla Islamiyahk (DI) mili= “of transient. secunty forces from war-.
tants, amid reports about . torn Marawi City. - : .
their shrinking forces and -~ .. “They (DI Ieaders} wan‘ta (gavern—_
« depleting ammunitions, have . - ment) guaranteefor their s gafe retreattoj
pffered to release 100 hostages, includ-" ‘thefinple sunmtaneous’lywlm iy
.._i;';_'g--eRQman.Ca_'gh_o_liq_;p_ri_e_s_:t_-l*"f;f_‘_Ib:rc_a_si__tq;:-_;:; the pullout. of transient sect- -

~1
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rity forces before Fr: Chito and other -

s will be freed, 2 wellififormed

Citing revelations by hostages
who hatf earlier escaped, the military
on Monday said at least 150 mep-
bers of the Dawla Islamiyah, more
popularly known & h u
inholed up
hostages remal
militants, while Fr.55ugan
spottedialive. -

“ Fr.Suganob was taken hostage,
along with some parishioners at the .-
Dansalan College.complex i Marawi.
City in the early stages of the siege. .

But' the government has not
sanctioned any negotiations with
terrorists in Marawi City and instéad

vowed to hold them accountable for

their offenses, while looking forward - - r
“yana likewise revealed that as far.

as the military is concerned, the:
- militanits ate alteady desperste:

and are ready to fight to the death:
despite repeated calls or appeals-

to ending the conflict before Presi-
dent Duterte’s second State-of-the-
Nation Address on July 24 2017: 3

Presidential spokesman Ernesto

T
.arrest of their !

He was blaming Om

~ before committing the guicidal fight,” -
" the sources said. L
. The sources -also-gave credence -

flit ‘cldims thattherg”

May 23.

o Ab"eﬁ‘at;_said'-:ffthi_s,n;.ldi_s_m_i_ssipg the
Maute ferror leader’s repotted de--

iaand for the release of parents and:

relatives of the group in exchange for
the freedom of hostages. L

“w(3gvernment policy Hot tg_ pegptii_ :
ate with terrorists remains,” ‘Abella:

—.saidina Palace news conference.

“fromthe governméﬁtffor‘?them“‘tn\'la
(down their firearms, releast d:

the

, and surrender.
"0 “Ito kasing Mauté parang ang
nakikita namin dito, eh they arego-
ihg to fight to the death na,

hostages

" \way welook at it, the Maute Group is

“Hence, the local religious feader
led talks with the terrorists is one of
that wasnot sanctio

ment - the military, and ‘our.political.
jeaders. Any demands made inside:

therefore hold no basis,”he saids,
Why they want safe €xit

One of the militants still holed up -

in Marawi confided to the sources,
who requested anonymity, that four
factors compelied the DI fighters
to resort to “retreat” option. These
are: The depletion of war materials;
the intercession of moderate elder
ulama (religious leaders); their sud-
den abandonment by Islamic State-
anointed “emir” for Southeast Asia
Ignilon Hapilon; and the death of an
elder brother of Omar and Abdullah
Maute in.a clash on June 9 that.also

L0 Jeft 13 Marine troops dead. *

«The glain Maute (iéentified

py other sources as Mohammad

Army Core Purpose:

rpeingte fight-to‘-the—death-)-,?_’..Lbren‘—'

ned by the govern:.

T

41

“was discovere g

- 6f a man who used a boat o smuggle
" ammunition into the battle zone and
- ‘ferry wounded militants out:’

the on

the source said, are among More: .
than 50 young residents foreibly”

taken and armed by the militantsto .-

join them in the siege that began ot -

... Xave now blocked this highway.”

Defense Secretary Delfin Loren- . .. Nearly 400 people have beenkilied,

~ - including 290 militants ‘and 70'troops,

the plack banner of the Islamic State
{18) group have remained holed up in

~pockets of Marawi, _weatheﬁﬂg daily

bardment and
yattles. .

an ‘Lieutenant
aid the route:

air and artill

street.t
pok
e

The military was able to-cut off

“the*logistical and medical highway”

ake Larnao, Tie said;adding
boat patrols‘on the lake have
ound ‘ont that this man... is

e facilitating the entry of am-
Yaunition He is also the person bring-

ing wounded fighters from the main
~battle area toward the south of Lanao

Lake,” Herrera told reporters.
. “This-is -good news because we

cording to official figures. Most of
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ’s12-2_90;000"ﬁesidént’s'-;have*ﬁbd=--
and:much of the city is inruins.

<. Bullets in relief goods
Mednwlhile;, the Eastern Police .

ng the drrest

istrict (EPD) is now tracking down
muggled

b9 T

£
elief.packages intended for Victims]
' e ongoing Highiing i

AR

CHief Supt. Romeo Sapitula,

zana said. S e
' The Dawlah Islamiyah, according
14 the source, evolved from a.g

o med “Ghuraba” that militant
brothers Omar and Abdullah Maute

* originally formed after miustering

‘abowt 30 members indoctrinated

under the Kilaffah Istamic Move-.
ment (KIM). KIM is & radical group

operating covertly in the country
before the Isiamic State of Irag and

Syria (ISIS) came to existence, the -
sources privy to religious extremism - -

in Lanao region said.
Water route _
As the militants {ry to move out of
Marawi, they are using water route

to bring in ammunition and evacuate -
wounded fighters to help them with- .
siand a five-week military offensive,

the military said Tuesday.

The extremists fighting under -
Serving the people. Securing the land.

‘High

irector, identified the suspected arm-
sunition smuggler as a certain “Ad.”
ed by Mohaimen I
“of.-Reliance

Reliance St., Barangay
y Hills, Mandaluyong, as the
_g‘r’é‘é ‘who tried to place the-above-
srentionéd ammunition infa the refief

Eh:

ment i
.packages which the former organized

to help Marawi City residents. Mutalib

is"a native of WMarawi City, hence his
 decision to organize his own relief

drivel '
Sapitula said Mutalib found the
gmm bullets inside a plastic box con-

.- taining some clothes while checking

the donations, prompting the latter to

. report the matter to the police,

“ Aside from the bullets, alse found
were a holster and some ammunition

;j'-"'.z_:li‘ib*é,-,j"(With veports from Genalyn.D.:
¢ ¥abiling, Francis T. Wakefield, and

AFP):
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Army (NPA) ‘Has admmed o
the killing of sugarcane piamer
Notberto: Lumayno, but his
relatives doubt the murder was
the rebels’ handiwork. =~
1n a statement to local me-
dia the NPA's Roselyn Pelle
Command-Northern Guerrilla
Front confirmed that they as-
_sassinated Lumayno, 67, :and
his dnver Panilo Braga, 45,

Bombo Radyo Bacolod’ that it
“was a ‘diversionary tactic” of
those' responslbie toleave food
“gtuffs, backpacks and an NPA

In a statement signed by
spokesman, Gecil. EstreEIa dated_"

execution of Lumay
ried out becaitse.of his. al!eged
“threatening acts, killing and.
]and~grabbmg actlvitles m'The

grabber wha used goons o
force innocent peopie away
“from the Tand they cuItlvated i

They also accused the sugar-
cane planter and h:s goons of
killing farmers. - .

Major Gen. Ion Aymg, com-
mander-of the 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, slammed” the rebels after
claiming wctory over the kllhng
of the sugarcane planter,:

Yes,it'is a wctory from'.the

. perspecuve'
and 4 terrorist, Aymg said. = -
Aylng pomted out, " This
is'ap’ unnecessary “and unac-
ceptable atrocity and vidlence

ﬂag'}"{é'éﬁfi?"é‘i’fé"Ei'f'iﬁe ambush.
”The ciaun .'made by the NPA

ganda will onlyfbehevefthem--lf
" the claim is made in the form'of
an affidavit admissible in court,”
Baterna said.

Baterna added that when the
property of Lumayno was raid-
ed a few years back, it were also
the rebels named as suspects
but was later found out that the
goons of a village official were
the culprits.

under-our-moral- ané*spfi"f?uaz

values as well ag'our Kie,mocranc

y prmc;pies and system

-+ The tecentand barbari ;
is no different from the'klll-
ings of hundreds of innocent
civilians in the past 10 ‘years
by the CPP/NPA in Negros
Island, Aying stressed,

~ “We cannot forget the Puso
Massacare in La Castellana on
January 28, 2013, They are clearly
murderers and cold-blooded kill-
ers,” he added. -

EUGENE Y. ADIONG
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By Nskko Dizon

country, President Duterte has
likely discovered over the past 12
months that- there isiaworld of

In tryving to flnd.peace”for the. -

Peace talks are woeic v
flict is Tesolved<-not with bul-
lets but with'words and nuances.

- Moreover; peace negotiations

'a're' 'Weli' thdﬁght—'out procésses :

_ trategxes wn"h the1r respectwe,
fprmclp 3

case of the governmetit and the

‘heads of the National Democratic

Front of the Philippines {NDEP), -
the Moro National Libération:’

difference b tween be;ng head
of étate And Belfig city mayor: Front (MNLE) and the Mo
Denmis Quilala, a University of lamic leeratmn Front(

the Philippines professor, said Mr,,. .
‘Duterte must have realized that

dealing with ‘communist rebels
and Moro separatist.groups was
more complex .on the national
stage than at the local level

“I think the President has
learhed that the way he handied
these groups in Davao City is
quite different from handling
them at the national level”
Quilala, who specializes in
peace and conflict studies, told
the Inquirer.

1

' the case of rebel Broups.:

the” :-Phlhppmes -which has
waged an armed rebeltion for
about five decades.

The government, undet sey-
eral administrations, and the
Mora secessionist groups have
made substantial gains toward
peace, albeit through a pain-
stakingly long process.

Establishing lasting peace
was among Mr. Duterte's cam-
paign promises. He formalized
it into policy in his first State of
the Nation Address (Sona} and
in his adminisiration’s National
Security Policy.
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Guns aren’t silent
AS President-elecs, Mr. Du-
terte wasted no time in dis-
patching his men to the Nether-

atide T meet witrthelr coun

terparts in the NDFP, including
its - chief ‘political ‘consultant,

Jose Maria Sison, and its then-
chief negotiator, Luis Jalandoni. .

The first round of falks in
Oslo, Norway, in.August last

yearsstarted.on.a. high note. .
Communist:: leaders: - Benito®
and ‘Wilma ‘Tianizon ‘were Te-.
Jeased. .on:“bail rand’joined: paau {
T il-.. . Lasting Peace thatwasairedon |t

the niegotiationg. s

. Both panels were upbeat
discussing the Comprehensive
Agreement on Social and Eco-
nomic Reforms (Caser), which is
expected to bring, among other
thirigs, social justice that has
been argued as the rootcause of
the comrmunist INSUIEEncy.

But the two. sides again

reached an impasse. Angered
by the alleged attacks on the

forum  organized by Kapay

chzur, : :é;;:ﬁreésed. hope that the
ew draft BBL wolild be inctud-

Febg’ﬁa_ryﬁfdréf_hé fourﬂi fpu_n& 5'
oftalks for thesame1eas '

/. ‘Back-channel efforts _ .
| Sison Jast week 'said ‘back- ‘the ne
Fhaninel efforts were trying to posed “Bangsamoro Basic “Law:.
resolve the impasse. -0 (BBL), the required legistationfor
¥ can say with full confi- the ¢reation of A Bangsamoro at- .
dence that both parties want to ~onorous regionin Min ;

continue ‘talking,” he said in “The'

* ‘Sonaonjuly 24 and endorse itas
. apriotity measure. o
“without this law, we.cannot
irmplement the riegotiated politi-
cal settlement agreed upon by
both government and the MILE,”
i

paan Campaign for "2 Just:and - )

Facebook LiveonJunez. ..

the'secess

. ‘But-the President's declara-
tion 6f martial law in Mindanao:
and his threat to expand it nation-

wide if Islarnic State (IS)-inspired

- “-Wediscqsséd.éiliy.abou{ 30.
- percent of {the -old drafti ..

" ‘Mamasapano
which we strengthened,” he-

" But the encounters in Ma-.

terrorists spilt over to Luzon and  masapano, Maguindanao pro- told the Inguirer.
the Visayas “could harm the vince, in January 2015, in which A _
- MINLF factions:

44 police commandos were . e
killed while'ona missionto'geta . " 1gbadl also said that the 1996
Malaysian terrorist, derailed ef-  Final Peace Agreement between
forts to pass this legislation. . the government and the MNLF

- In his Sona, Mr. Duter{e ac- was “clear” in the new BBL

peace negotiations,” Sison said..
“The [government] must
recognize that ... until there isa-
real cessation of its all-out war
offensive in any guise or unless

_military by the communist-led
“New . People’s  Army, ML
‘Dutertesordered: the. suspen:
sion of the fifth round of falks

in May:so

He had -done-the same in-

: there“lé;‘”éﬁ"a‘ctual-;‘-efféctiVewand-w-
principled reciprocal or bilater:-
‘al ceasefire in place, armed en-

_NDFP legal adviser, Edre Olalia. -

knowledged..the, historic draft, with two provisions from

~ud Iy Mr: Dutette-in-his-second .

justices suffered by the .Moro
“ people! s
- “The BTC c¢hair, Ghazali Jaa-
far, also ‘the MILE first vice

uring prominentlyinthe draft.
" The  MNLF - ‘facdon - under’
Muslimin Sema is represented by

counters will continue,” said the

his son lawyer Omar Sena, while
. .another faction is represented by

Yusoph Jikiri in the BTC.

chair Nur Misuark = 0

_But: there is ano her ‘BBL

‘the MNLF peace agreementfig=""

i to achieve internal

_ Miriam Coronel-Ferrer, the’
_Aguino adrinistration’s chief

negotiator in the talks with the

| MILF, said she was hopeful that
the BBL would be passed, espe-
cially with Mr. Duterte’s solid

- support in Congress. {See “Com-

rmentary” on Page A21)

Bangsamors, federalism

Perrer noted, however, the
confusion in the direction that
the government wanted to take
when it came to resolving the
Moro problem because of how it
dealt with the different factions.

and development. But which of
the two gets priority? -

Ferrer said it would depend
on what the President would
say in his second Sona.

" Igbal said the MILF was ngf
against federalism, but it want-
ed .the BBL to be passed by
Congress first.

But weeks after the new
draft of the BBL was signed by
the BTC, the draft has yet to be
submitted to Mr. Duterte be-
cause of glitches in schedules.

The submission scheduled
for today (June 28} in Mala-

. eSS ' S e
The discussions with Mis cafiang was postponed because

his demands are
more impossible,” she said.

de- s
o be clearly de- -, e cpiai ad o

e

o

: : ] ne.army2 of the supposed unavailability
is a different of Senate President Aguilino Pi-

mentel 111 and Speaker Pantale-
on Alvarez IIL
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: .More panence S

The patzent Igbalis trymg o
be more patient. -

“We are concerned about
the delay in the submission be-
cause of the impression it might
create with the civilians. Be-
cause this was said tobea prior-
ity of the president;” Tgbal'said.:

.He warned .that frustration
zrught grow if the govérament
failed to pass the BBL:He said’
the longer it would- take 10 ap-
prove the measure, +the more
difficult it would be for peace
advocates and negotiators like

himself to make themselves and
the peace process relevant.

The normalization COmMpo-
nent -of the Comprehensive
Agreement on the Bangsamoio
(CAB) has statled because of the
nonpassage of the BBL.The CAB

provides for a gNe—and—take

mechamsm, $010: speak

Decommissioning rites .

- The MILF undertock a cere-
momal decomrmssmmng of a-
percentage of its firedrms ‘and-

“combatants in June 2615, i fes
sponse to the passage of the CAB. -

" The group will decommission

30 percent of its forcés. and.

firearms upon the ratification of
the BBL; anothier 35 percent when
:the Bangsamoro police i opera-
‘tionalized; ~and -the “last ~phase

takes place two months before :

the'exit agreem.ent is 51gned

" /As the administration dea}s :

wﬁh the fragile peace Process-:
es, it also now has to deal
with a.new and likely. more-

lethai threat to national securi- .

ty—IS-inspired groups. -
Mr. Duterte now finds him-
self on the spot, 5ison said at the

_ Kapayapaanforum

th-ﬂoppmg °
_ ston satd Mr. Duterte had to-
prove that he was the socialist,

flip-flopon his statements. -

“Ihe peace talks could benefit

from a more consistent President

-antigligarch and antizUS.Imperis . o mre v
alist President that he portiayed :

. himself foithe'people Gk
* " Both Sison and Igbal pointed -
out'the President’s-tendency to

and a more predictable security

environment,” Quilala said.
rerHeisaid it would be: easzerfor s
-.éveryone 1f [the [President’s] state=

mefits are tempered by the peace
strategy rather than influenced by
the issue of the day.” INQ
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* MAUTE BURNEN
TURNING GAPTIVES
SEK SUAE,

'MARAWI : ::CITYe_-C'iwl_ian_é_
held  hostage by Islamic
State-linked gunmeén. otch-
pying Marawi City have been
forced. by their captors 10
loot homes, take up arms
against governmpent. Lroops

-and ‘serve .as:sex slaves for.

the terrorists;: the m111tary

said on Tuesday.” :
-Citing accounts of se_ven-

Uv"So they are being rorced

‘Tera,:

to e -sex slaves, forced to

-destray.the dignity.of . these. ...

women,” Lt. Col. Jo-Ar Her-
$pokesperson for the

‘ Army's 1st Infantry Division,

told anewsconference. .

-~ "S¢ this is what is hap-
pening inside, this is very
evident .. these are evﬂ {peo»
ple] headded.” ' o

-iThe -escapees’ accounts,
which could not be immedi-

ately verified, are the latest
 harrowing stories to come
_out of a conflict zone that the

military has been unable to

_peneétrate for five weeks, as

well-armed and organized
terrotists fight off soldiers
with spiper rifles and rocket-

;propelled grenades. .

residents of Maram whi e1~:

o ther escapea BEower

"hostages were forced to con-

vertto Islam carry wounded
- f;ghters 10, mosques, ;and
" marry gunmen of the Maute

group loyal ‘tothe ‘Middle

- Some-escapeessay’ bodles' '
of remdents have been left'in
the streets some for weeks,
and cmhans are d;stressed

bombardments thatl__

: “p
‘Marawi to rubb[e ~REUTERS -

Fast-based- T&lamic-State-{IS)

jihadist group. S

2

ocal; 5285,5295
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.. ByLeila .Salavem
i @LeliaslNQ ;

Presxdent Duterte on 'I‘uesday ’

promised to rebuild Marawi
and see to it that the city be-

COmME Prosperous again even as-
he acknowledged that the fight *

. against the terrorists holed up

there would bé along one.-
Emerging from a six-day

absence from the public eye to

L Mushmworld " M, Duterte said. -
< Mg also said he knew there
“would ‘be"a “long battle in

‘Marawi when he declared mar-
tial law in Mindanao from
Mosccw last month

Long ﬁght

=N “I knew howlong it ‘would
take for us and I knew the de-

ployment :of the snipers and

o lead Eld a1~F1tr celebrations in

‘he fook no pleasure
- the war and that he was hurt-
ing from the destruction and
- the deaths in Maraw1

“I am-not happy that the

“'where they kep ‘thei

long ﬁght * Mr. Duterte: said
o “But if yowask if I'am hap-

py, sonofa. lam also“bleedmg
like you,” he added. :

MEFaHACS Are dyitg 1 am not
- happy with the hardships you

-are.facing.. 1.see no. satisfaction...on

' i"""even i winning the war, T just
want this thing over, “and these

iy

his administration was. comﬁ
» - mitted to the pursuit of: peace _
MrDuterte” sald”“hE"'had"
_cousms who jomed the: Maute

Page: ﬂ*?

group mlraqand Syria. o
He vowed to end the :-con—'-
fhct and promised to restore

_Maraw1 s glory.

“But one thing 1 will promise
you, my brother Moro, I will see
to it that Marawi will rise as a

- _p;osperbus-city.again,"-he_said_ _

. Mr. Duterte has set aside
P20 billion to rebuild the city,

and said he will allocate moreif

]t‘"ls by dedxcanng our
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By Vince F.Nonato™
@VmceNonatoINQ

. The Commxssmn on Audlt (COA)

has cailed out the Philippine
- dertaking the collection func-

Navy Financial Center (PNFC)
for making unauthorized deduc-
tions from the salaries of mili-
tary personnel and effectively

acting as a collecting agent of -

private lending firms.
Inits Iecentiy reteased 2016

R teport, thé COA retom=
. mended that the PNEC stop the

_ spent by the PNEC to deduct
i personnel’s obligations to unac-
credited financial institutions.

“In effect, the PNFC is un-

tion, resulting in loss of gov-
ernment time and resources,

fhe report read.
- Some employees’ net take— g

home: pay has fallen below the

P3,500 minimum set by the Gen-
“eral A"ppropnatmns -Actaf2016:
‘Aveview of the civiliah pay-

“salary deductions for unac-
credited private lencimg asso-

ciations and adjust the salary

. deductions so as not to-eat up.

* toa . much of the. empioyees

of 2016 showed that 112,119 and
105 employees received net

take-home pay ranging. from -
P2 316 t0 P3,488.77.

Out of the 68 lending eniti-

takeshorme: pay:

tie A

Page: 4|0

honzed
Payroll Deducnon System, the

- COA saidionly seven were ac-

credited by the Armed Forces
of the Philippines-Financial In-
stitution Accreditation Board
(AFP-FIAB) while" the others

"' were somehow included by
~‘accommodation” - o

~TheCOA noted that Section
52 of the 2016 budget law only
allowed salary deductions for
taxesand social insurance,.
ings. and 1oans assoczations ’

$oNFor the firét thiee months™ man

ployees government £ am:lal
institutions, - licensed® insur-
ance companies, and accredit-

-d thrift banks and rural banks."

i

t
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: opacpa.army

201 2@gmail.com - Telno. (02) 845.8555 Local; 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose! Serving the people. Securing the land.




4rmy Vision. By 202

& & worlg-class Army thai is & Souite of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: oacpa.anm

y2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

B June 2017

W? Page:___L__

By EDITH REGALADO

S ’='D:AVA;O CITY = There will be no
-/ nlegotiations or swapping of prisoners
with fhe extremnist Maute group, the

- Armed Forcesof the Philip_pines_'(AFP)

1 said yesterday. . :
“In the first place, the 'seﬁdéng of

The military echoed the govern-

. ment’'s no-ransom, nomegotiafion

policy with terrorists even after emis-
caries were said to have talked with

“ flie Mauté gunmen -over:the weekend

regarding the possible release:

hos-
tages. T

Malacafiang also rejected the re-

the emissaries to the Maute wasnot in - ported offer of the Maute g o

' aute group {0
any way sanctioned by the AFP. There swap hostages with the arre%s’ced%(ey
would be no negotiation and no swap leaders of the terror group....

of anyone from both the side of the gov-.

“Government’s policy not to negoﬁ¥

ernment and the Maute,” AFP spokes-  ate with terrorists remains;” presidential

man Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said:-". 7 -

Turg to Page 10

b
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' sazd

Abéﬁa said the government .
has ‘not sanctioned the ieffort
of-1ocal’ rehgxous leaders m ;

government's pohcy is not to i

negotiate with terrorists.:

if there are any- developments k
the . seven civilian hostages ‘who

" wiere rescued the other day had i

vait upon it. Henkce, -
local religious: lead

alive,
o ’I”ask Force Maram spokes-
‘mari Lt Col. Jo-Ar Herrera said -

ed talks:.
withthe terrorists last Sunday
is one ot sanctoned by gov- - p
ernment, the m1htary and our

entenng mt@ any mgohatzo 5
with the Matite in spite-of-
_..reportsthat the: militants have @

=frtq_empt&cfto start a d1alogue :
Jlast inonth in the midst of %he

-:m"anaged o negoﬁa
“lease of five civiliatis.’ :
The formeér hostages revealed .
:"the militants had ‘forced them -
~fo Toot abandoned houses: and:

Cxty, has been seen-

“.. of the gunmen and being used "
as human shields, ‘ammunition -

a’key leader-of the militants i

Marswi durmg ‘the trice on

confirmed seemg the captwe:". ables:

riest.

e werejust told that b
ted alive,” he said

arawl Bishop Edwin dela
efia said they are Jeaving it up’

- We don’t have detalls of }us :

6 the governmentto decide on ' at

whether it should negohate for gunﬁre

the release of Sugancb:
While pleased to hear Te-

offered to! release Suganoband
other. hos’:ages in exdmange T

23, which covered all of Min-

danao:' fo-contain the upnsmg'

in Marawi City.
]ustme Secretary \ﬁtahano

Aguirre [I said the offer of the:
Maute terrorists. should be ﬁp

réjected outright.”
© “The government never re-
gotaates Wlﬂ’l terrorists, " he said.

ports That Stiganob was still

< eMaute couplehadbeen:
charged with rebellion under " :
the martial Jaw proclamation
of President Duterte on May "

alive, Dela Pefiasaid he would

also taken hostage from S’c
Mary's Cathedral, he said.

7 *That is'good niews for us...
_ But we should not forget that -
. there were other peopie taken

as hostages and we know these
eople becatise they lived w:th
- ug,” DelaPeflasaid. - _
Herrera added about 1OG

cwﬂlans were still in the hands

" Aside from Suganob, there-...
“weré other people who were Cor

pursue ‘the battle for Maraw.

: Ermssanes compnse& oflocal
Muiglim: religious: teachers met

_Wl*_uie thezr main aim was':-_
’c ne ptiate the reiease of

" garding the troops. -

to its-end, leaving nio quartersi
for the Maute gunmen. . 7
~ It would be no mercy for:
':;i-he last Matte member. We
“have to kill all of the remnants .
-+ of the Maute militants who"
are holed up in Marawi at this
“time. We cannot allow any’

Mauite to survive the lotkdown

K'He sald govermnént' g
in'their operation to -
Jeast 300 -civahans-sh]l_: ;

T o
meu_nmg marldsupporters ;
0 might have escaped. - :
Secunty offmals appealed

. - ,refram from .

Soldiers have been accuse.d of

mentsof Lorenzana over thete-

7 portsof a]leged abuses commit-

ted by troops agamst Marawx

e W1th Chnstma Mendez,
Roel Parefio, Edu Punay, Ev-
‘elyn Macairan, John' Unson,
Jaime Laude
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IS threat,
martmi an

: By MARY GRACE PADiN

Moodys Investors Servme
expressed ‘concern over the
“worsening” Islarnist insur-
gency in the country, which
could lead to the expansion of
martiallaw, but it affirmed the
Philippines’ credit rating and
thaintaihed the stable outlook.

In a statement, Moody’s
said yesterday that it has af-
firmed the country’s Baa2
- long-termyissuer-and: senigr- -
~unsecured debt rating and
~maifitained its outlook for the
_ Ph1hppme5 at stable. :

A stable outlook balaTnices
positive and negative devel-
opments in the credit profile,

while Baa2 isthe, lowest Invest-..

ment grade,
_ Turn to Page 14
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| Mbody’s said the downside

“tisks include the Telamist threat”

and martial law expansion that

could undermirie domestic busi-

"ness confidence and distupteco-

SnothiCactivity.
o However, the ‘¢redit -watcher
! said political developments could
I'potentially undermine institu-:
‘tional strength and economic,
performance, 0 0
- *Theaffirmation of the Baa2 rat-
ing and the assignment of 2 stable
outlook balance positive and nega-
tivefactors,” Moody's said. - -
“On the positive side, Moody’s
expects that the Philippines’ eco-
nomic performance will remain
‘strong while debt consolidation
will continue and foster further

'
H

convergence of key fiscal metrics -

versus corresponding peer medi-
ans,” it added.
 According to Moody's, it ex-’

‘business process ontsourcing:
(BPOY receipts, which comprise ..
the bulk of services exports,” it 3

2 b considerable capitdl and liquidity
‘buffers of banks and foreign ex-
.change reserve, has been effective

added.

reflected in low government debt,

low debt affordability and anel- .

evated vulnerability to exchange
rate depreciation. -
#The health of the banking
system and the external payments
position dampen the Philippines’

susceptibility to event risks” it

~ pects the Philippine economy

sgustain its sgrowth.at.above. six

In the long run; the credit:
watcher said the Philippines also -
stands to benefit from a young-.
and growing population It added -
that the .government’s move to.

_improve spending ‘growth, par-
tficularly in infrastrichure devel-
_opmettt, could raise GDP growth -
toward its target range of seven’
percent to eight percentt. -0
_ . Moody’s also noted the gov--
ernmerit’s fiscal strength, whichis

of GDP growth since 2014 als

. -exposes the barlking system foun
“‘seasoried fisk,” Moody’s added.
- However, the Bangko Sentral

ng Pilipinas’ policy. tightening, 2s
well as-other factors such as the

in mitigating these consequences,
itnoted, . .

. Looking ahead, the govern-
rerit’s ability to ‘continue 10

‘contain these tising pressures

will depend in part on its efforts

“fo raise investment in ‘order 1o
‘ enhance infrastructure and ‘ad-

dress economic bottlenecks. The
government's plany in this re-
spect are ambitious and unlikely
1o be achieved in their entirety,”

Moody's said. .

Asidé from its credit rating

_ and outlook; Moody's said it has

also affirmed the government’s
local currency and foreign cur-

‘zency senior unsecured ratings

percent annually over the next”
t¥wo years, ditvEmr aiathly by the”
‘private sector. .- S
| #In particular, we forecast that
household consumption wiil

¥o addedy e s
coMoody furthe
“shocks in the Gulf countrie

Zeld potentially Teduce fem
fance inflows, »
that encourage onshoring of jobs

could negatively impact the BPO
; - ceilings,.remajn._unchangeﬁd;_,zhe )

“and the senio
“for liabilities of-fhe BSP at Baa2,,

while US policies  The outlook 'on BSP has been

nsecured shelf rating at (P)Baa2
fisecyred ratings:

:;Za’th_aaQ;;fm_feig_r{l;..agu-rr:ency_fs.eng:oz., R |

removed. . 0 oo
“The Philippines” <ountry

continue 1o be supported by the ~sector:

stability of remittances from over-
?._-‘sé"af_‘;-fﬂ_i_p_ir_}_b-‘Woﬂgers,’f.fi_’c{'s__ai&.‘
“+Morebver, foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) inflows, which
saw a record high in 2016 of $7.9
billion, will provide ongoing
diversification of the economy,
Moody's said.
«Furthermore, the improve-
“ment in the external environment
is positive for goods exports and

stability has been mai

er of metrics

‘materia
signal a risk of overheating,”
Moody's said. ' _

These constraints are repre-
sented by rising inflation and the
reemergence of a current account
deficit. )

- “High credit growth in excess

"While broad macroeconomic,
ined 50 -

pacity constraints that

long-term foreign curtency bond
eiling remajns at A3, and the.
h_'q_rt}tg-‘:ihiéforéigﬁ'ibiiﬁ:éz'i’cy:}bbﬁd::f B
coiling at P-2. The long-term for-"
eign currency deposit ceiling re-
mains at Baa2, and the short-term
foreign currency deposit ceiling at
P-2. Furthermore, the Jong-term
Jocal currency bond and deposit

. ceilings remain unchanged at

A2,” Moody’s said.
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escaped
Marawi
— Palace

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

Malacafiang is re-
garding with caution
reports that Abu Sayyaf
leader Isnilon Hapilon
has escaped the military
cordon in Marawi City,
where the military is
continuing its air strikes
and surgical operations
against terrorists that
attacked the city last
May 23.

Hapilon

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emal! add: oacpa.army2l12@gm

Presidential spokesman Er-

~-niesto-Abella-said the govern—

ment is still gathering proofon
the whereabouts ofg}};apﬂon,
who joined forces with the
Maute group.

“Tor now, all of these (reports
on I?Iapilon) rernain raw infor-
mation, requiring validation
by the AFP (Armed Forces of
the Pbiiippines) and various
security agencies of govern-
ment. Hence, we cannot issue
?ﬂly ca;tegoritga_.ll staternent on

e matter until we ge i
Abella added. Bt proch

Abella said that Hapilon's
reported abandonment of
the Maute group is an act of
cowardice.

Turn to Page 7

“Granting that this is true, it

~would-be aclearsignofcows .

a1_'dif:e because he abandpned
his companions and has run
aW:’;l%; from tl"ie' battle,” he said.

may also be indicative
of the infighting that may now
be going on within the group.

It may be a matter of ime be-

fore they disintegrate or self-
destruct,” said Abella, citing a
previous military statement.

According to accounts of
rescued civilians, an official
of the Ranao Rescue Team
confirmed that the Maute ter-
rorists have conducted several
summary executions but no
beheading of either Muslim or
Christian hostages.

“Gied several avilianMaranaos

=¥e have been in the figld
whete fighting was intense
since day one and have res-

a5 an escape route to slip out

of Marawi City.
1t Col. Jo-Ar Herrera, sp okes-

tnen for Task Force Marawi, said

and Christians and they told us
there were cgptiyes_w_hqwgre

member any beheading,” said
Amira Gutoc-Tomawis, chair
of Ranaoc Rescue Team thatres-
cued several civilians trapped
in the war zone in Marawi City.
She said a human rights
roup would arrive in Marawi
and validate reports of any
peheading or human rights
violations.

Escape route
The military intensified pa-
trols in Lake Lanao to prevent
the Maute and Abu Sayyaf
terrorists from using the lake

the terrorists Laveused thelake

to smuggle arms N0 the city.
“We have increased visibil-

“ity, we increased patrol in the

lake,” Herrera said.

He said security was beefed
up after a2 member of Maute
transporting ammurition and
extracting wounded memnibers
through the lake was captured.

Herrera did not discount the

ossibility that some terrorists
have slipped out of Marawi
to escape the intense military
operations.

#The ground forces tight-
ened the cordon and monitor
those specially who slipped
out of the battle area,” Her-

A0

rerasaid. - ¢
Military clearing operations

" continued as troops conducted

house-to-house clearing mea-

sures.to.flush out the terror-
ists and detonate improwsed“"

pombs rigged by the enemy.

7 Herrera said troops had 10 .
~ conduct the clearing ‘before

the retrieval team comes in to
ather the remains of civilians
%illed by the Maute group-

The recovered remains are
being transported t0 Tligan
City for forensic examination
to identify the victims.

The Bangsamoro Wom-
en group through Jehan and
Musanifah Dida-agun asked
people from Iligan, Misamis
Oriental, Cagayan de Oro City,
Lanao del Sur and Lanao del
Norte to have patience and un-

* derstand the plight of evacuees:

from Marawl.

“We know, we (evacuees}
are a buzden to you, but please
understand us,” they said.

pealed to President Duterte to
stop the air strikes destroying

“their houises.

1.ocal businessman William
Macala said the air strikes are
ot the solution to drive out the
Mautte terrorists but a dialogue
chould be started by forming a

anel.

The Commission on Humar:
Rights yesterday urged the
government to come up witr
2 mechanism that will en
sure the protection of peopls
against torture. — With Janvi
Mateo, Roel Parefio, Linod
la Cruz

et
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made gecretany of ‘hisinten=

o Ernesto ‘Abella dismissed con--
tions;which [inclu_éie]-- a mote.

By Philip C. Tubeza e

@pctubezalNQ .~ oo cerns abouf creeping milita-: :

@PERIEEEE NS e~ tization in the government bu- “industrious, = more . disck
" plined, more focused and less

Malacafiang - . on:.-reaucracy. under the Duterte’

, - Tuesday defended . administration. : corrupt I;:ureaucracy,” he
President Duterte’s Abjella said the President ap- said. S B
appointment of at pointed peopte from the mili- . Mr. Duterte was "schgciuied

least 50 former mi-  tary and the police because he 1o attend public events on Tues-

day, including the Eid al-Fitr
celebration in Malacafiang. : -

" Abella said “the President
vetied the . appointees begor'é

wanted . a "more disciplined,

‘more efficient and less corrupt”

government. :
“The Prerident

litary and . police officers fo
the Cabinet and government.
agencies.

Presidential - spokesperson has never.

+

_danaoc - or ‘were :assigned to

. giving, them civilian_posts in who are efficient, people who
the government. .« TR SrenstesTript people whowille:
T swouldisays that these. o. things according  to. what

‘the people that he has vetted. In - ‘they have been commissioned:

_mayor for 22years.
e plitical analyst - Ramont

Davao,Cityiwhere.heserved @S

a sense, it's not whether they're -

military or not,"hesaid. <.y
¢'s just that these are the

people within his scope of at-’

to do,” said the Palace official

that Mr, Duterte had-appointed
at least 59 former military and

tention that, you know, that ful-
fill, that tick all the boxes that
“whathewants;"headded. ...

~..The appointees [are pecple

als, admirals and colonels to his

__Cabinet and other agencies. - - -
“ o They were ‘either from Min-""

2

" An Inguirer report showed’
police-offi(;—ials;-»inﬁlading..gene £

CANGEE

Casiple-said the President’s ap-
pointment of retired military
officials 1o his Cabinet was-an
astutemove, . LT s
_“He's. expecting that he can

still ‘have a g od relationship
with the military,” Casiple said.:

¥
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) By'MAYEN JAYMALIN

- S ,d1ers and pohcemen Who last fhezr
hves or were wounded when the govern- -
ment fought to retake Marawi City from -

 the hands of the terrorist Maute group are
getting compensation from the Employees
Compensation Commission {(RCC).

In a resolution, ECC directed the
Government Service Ingurance System
to-draw the guidelines and release the
Employees Compensation (EC} benefits
1o the killed or wounded mmembersof the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) -
and the Pl'uhppme National Poh{:e (PNP).

ated the ECCsaid. 0 e

7 To honor the galiantry it ’che perfor—
:mance of ‘their ‘sworn -duties, the Coin-~
missiori Tecognizes the need to effect a
facilitative processing. of the BC benefits

for the uniformed persornel WhO are -

) _quahﬁed beneficiaries,” it added. -

- the apphcahon

- Anemployee, whether from thep
or piivatesector, who died as a resultiof

“a work—pelated accident or'iliness will bé

granted a funeral benefit 'of P20,000:and

death benefit in the formeof monfhly pen-
sion for his or her beneficiaries.

Meanwhile, detained Sen. Lezla de
Lima filed a resolution calling on the
Senate to honor the fallen soldiers and
policemen who fought the Maute group

_for their heroism and bravery:.

“The Senate of the Philippines salites
the courage of the mefribers of the AFP

Land ’rhe PNP and honors ’che Vaior and' .

resbluﬁon read PR

'DeLima said the entire.
I’ughest respect to the, govemment“troops
who have selflessly offered their livesin

_protecting the country sd
the terrorist Broup..

ari attached E!agencyi_,

-extends compensation to workers, includ--
. ing uniformed personnel, who are killed or
‘injured in work-related acciderts.
. Itextended similar benefits to the fami-
lies of the 44 PNP Special Action Force -
members who died in the Mamasapano
operation in January 2015.
The ECC resolution alsc calls for the
autornatic processing of benefits “without
the need of individual or personally filing

2

“Department of Labor and Employent that * imourriec y he 4
‘which Iost gallant members of the his

formed service,” she said.-

Over 60 government forces have been
killed since the Maute group launched
#n attack against various govérnment
and private facilities in Marawi City last
May 23.

In response, President Duterte declared
martial law ifi all of Mindanao.

- With Marvin Sy

i
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sC asked Junk pieasmon Congress
""" martial law review -

By EDU PUNAY _

The Office of the Solicitor
General yesterday asked the
Supreme Court (5C) to dismiss
consolidated petitions seek-
ing to compel the Senate and
the House of Representatives
to converte jointly to review
President Duterte’s martial
law declaration in Mindanao.- g
- In a 40-page comment, So~
licitor General Jose Calida said
the petitions filed by separate
groups led by former senators
Rene Saguisag and Wigberto

. Taflada lacked merit.

Calida argued that Con-

gress is not required to con-

He said "a plain reading
of the Constitution will read-
iy illustrate that it does not
impose a duty upon Congress
to convene in joint session to
determine the validity of the
declaration of martial law and ,
suspension of the privilege of E
the writ of habeas corpus.

“It is only in cases of re-
vocation or extension of the
proclamation or suspension
that Congress is required to
vote jointly,” he stressed.

“Verily, there is no need to
votejointly to approve or affirm

verie Injoinit session to sup-
_jpert amartiallaw declaration’
under Article VII, Section 18 of
the 1987 Constitution.
Quoting the provision, he
said, “Congress, voting jointly,
by a vote of at least a majority

"""""" of all-its Members in regular () N

spedial session, may revoke such
proclamation or suspension,..
* which revocationshall riot be set
aside by the President.”

The same provision states
that “upon the initiative of the
President, the Congress may, in
the same manner, extend such
proclamation or suspension for
a period to be determined by
the Congress, if the invasion or
rebellion shall persist and public
safety requiresit.”

full force or effect. Joint voting
is only mandatory whenthe ac- -
tion is revocation or extension,”
Calida pointed out.

Calida further explained
that the Constitution does not
require any action from Con-

something which is already. in. . .

“While not mandatory, Con-
gress neither procrastinate
nor reneged on its sworn du-
ties when it heard the basis of
Proclamation No. 216 throu h
a closed-door meeting with
country’s top military ofﬁczals, _
and thereafter collectively;
voiced its support through'
the issuances of their respecy
tive resolutions. Indeed, the
Congresseven went beyond itg
constitutional duty respechng
the proclamatlon Or SUSpern-
sion,” he pointed out. .= .

“Thus the act of Congress to
votesjointly-is-not-mandatory -
‘when the action taken is to. af-
‘firm or éxpress support for the
Eroclamatzon or suspensmn,

esaid.
. The solicitor general further
argued that the SC has no
powertoissuethe mandamus...

gress upon the prociamation
of martial law or suspension

“of the privilege of the: Wnt of o
‘habeas corpus. :

He stressed that the moveof |
the House of Representatives -
and Senate to issue Resofution
1050 and Resolution 388, re- .
spectively, to express support
for the declaration of martial
law in response to the report
submitted by the President
would suffice.

L3

sought by petitioners, cztmg
the separation of powers of the

“judiciary and the ieglsia,tur as.
- “coequal branches”

“The matter of affmmmg,
ratifying or not revoking the
declaration of martial law and
even the manner by which it is
done is left and fully within the

- power, authority and discre-

tion of Congress over which
the Supreme Court has no
power,” he stressed.

“It is clear that under the
separation of powers, -courts
may not intervene in the in-

dl ternal affair of the legislature;

it is not within the province of
courts to direct Congress how
to do its work,” Calida added.

Earlier, the 5C heard in oral
arguments three other consoli-
dated petitions filed by opposi-
tion lawmekers led by Albay
Rep. Edcel Lagman, local Min-
danao leaders including Iumad
Eufemia Campos Cullamat
and a group of women from
Marawi led by INorkaya Mo-

harnad seeking to strike down

-Proclamation-No.216.-
The high court, which is
required by the Coristitution'to ™
resolve petitions against mar-
tial Jaw declaration within 30
days from filing, is set to rule
on these petitions on fuly 4.

ex-rebels
A fighting ih Marawi en-:
tered its sixth week, security
officials noted the presence of
former members of the Moro
National Liberation Front and
MoroIslamic Liberation Frontin
the ranks of enemy combatants.
Earlier, the military said the
Maute militants were getting
help from the Abu Sayyaf and
the Bangsamoro Istamic Free-
dorm Fighters.
- With Jaime Laude

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~E

mail add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com -

Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army

Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Lrmy Vision. By 2026. & world-class Army thal s & SoWCe of nationa! pride

ozg June 2017

By JANVIC MATEO
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. chovid disclose the nature Of - to adversely affect free speech-

L The;mhtaryshouldcome :

ap“wiﬁ;_cse'a’r_guidéﬁﬁescn:ﬂ}g-': ‘the
conductof itsanti-cyber terror-. .
© iorn strategy and ensure this:

will fiot violate ‘the

- rights, a social media consul-*

tant said yesterday. -
3

dations technology expert Ton-
the Department

o Cruz said

of National Defense
digital media to counter cyber-

terrorism. -

 Bauitista said participants
in the training became. the:
core members of Task Force

disseminated on s

porters. . ..
The Armed

. Informationand communi-

- disses ed on social med
by the terroristsand theirsup-

Forces of the
-Philippines (AFP) has repeat-

and exptession,” he said. -

. Cruz was reacting to reports
that the military 1s training
“some of its soldiers to cotmifer
“the supposed: dissemination.
- of false information about the'
situation InMarawiCity. "

the “digital media capability”
trairiing being r_:on_ducted by

the military will promote’is
people’s’: views, sanitize informationfor
“the benefit of the piblic and :
Lol golieit support through social * - ‘Barlier, Brig: Gen Rolly
' -media” ‘Cruz told The STAR Bautista; chief of the Army’s
in a phone interview. - - 7 1gt Tabak Division, ‘said ‘that

“The problem begins if it~ after flie Marawi siege erupted,
starts to use its immense power - his men underwent training on

edly warned the public against.
falling victim to sympathizers
‘of the Maute terrorists .cur--
rently holed upin Marawlo

(DND)
group,” Cruz said, noting an
“earlier announcement of the
“pnilitary that it would censure
online coritents deemed sup-
portive of the terrorist group.
ne i - “For example, the Inte-
e pro- - hearts and mind ep rated Bar.of:

e P MIE N o Lanao is

I of martial
Aw o Would its: cotnmutiica- ..
‘tions be tapped? Would that
fall under its right to’ cen-
gure? hesaid. .
' © —~WithLino delaCruz

‘do. What we are wary of are
trumped-up charges, spying
or surveillance of the public
not associated with the Maute.

24
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in Marawi

ON ALQUITRAN

s Authorities have seized
“hundreds of bullets and gun
‘parts from ‘among donations
intended for evacuees of
Marawi City. s
Eastern Police District
(EPD) Chief Supt. Romulo Sa-
pitula said 159 rounds of 9mm,
. a magazine, a gun holster, a
pair of pistol handgrips and a
: . Turn to Page 10

This developed as a sus-
pected Maute gunman Wwas

_gunicleaning kit-were found  d¢
stashed among the ‘donations
tollected by Mohatmen Mu=.
talib last Monday: i

" Mutalib, a software en-

ginéer, earlier ‘appealed for Tlice are now tracing Grey, who'

AV Pak

10 longer remermbe
warded the donation to Tm.
The Mandaluyong City po-.

e ArHerrerdsaid
him % gld for ques-
ot

.,thE“jefa*a‘me-e_s~-?~'"is~4s_a'i{i___’c_9}bex:anaemplbyeeﬁp a

th %o Btlicut

= While Mutalib was
ing the donations he received
at his condominium unit in
Mandaluyong City, he found
the gun paris stashed in a
black eco bag with “Lito Grey”
markings on it. _

Mutalib immediately re-
poried his find to Mandaluyong
City police chief Senior Supt.

Joaquin Alva who irnmediately - :
" source of the donations first for

‘took custody of the items.

Police traced the donation’

to a certain AJ Salvani Cubar-
- rubia who claimed the bag
was only forwarded to him for

on-governiment organizatio

““golunteering to help the evacu-

ees displaced by the hostilities
in Marawi City:

Sapitula though refused
to comment on the possibil-
ity that the seized items were
intended to supply the Maute
gunmen in Marawi,

“We will get to the bottom
of fhis case. We are tracing the

s to determine whether it was
included in the shipment by

. accident or any other reason,”

Sapitula said.

2%

#0
“captured

facilitating the entry of am-
munition and he is also the one
evacuating the wounded from
the main battle zone towards
the southern side of Lanao
Lake,” Herrera said.- =~ '

“This is good news, as we
were able to block their (sup-
ply and medical) highway
and it only showed that our

‘defenses in Lanao Lake are

tight because of his capture,”

‘Herrerasaid, without identify-

ing the arrested terrorist. -«
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Herrera--zalso'xdid not dis-
. close the types of ammunition
recovered, bitt said the terroz-

“ ist's boat wasseized.

. Meanwhile, Vice President

. Lerii Robredo continties to seek
- assistance from’ private orga

L _Rebi'ed'_d:"éj ép’BﬁEngrson,_ -
Georgina Hernandez, said the”

“Vice President has been talking

to several partners from the -
private sector to help in the”

_reliefand rehabilitationefforts
. in Marawi City.

She said the Ofﬁce ..'(;f . the '

. Vice President has already
provided P3 million worth of

s for the thousands of
'3'__.ﬂ_:1:_'c0ughits embassy inManila; - last !
also distributed food baskets: 0 ficiz
~for the Marawi evaciees” +7
“The food baskets came from

#he relief and rehabilitation
efforts in [ligan, Balo-i, and -
Saguiaran. - .o L
- Hernandez said the OVP"

has also provided P100,000

ial intervention to childx
vacuees i

the Dubai Charity Association
aspart of its Ramadan Iftar

project in helping needy Mus-
“linis from war Zones around
theworld. ~ =
. As the government offen-
‘sive against the Maute mili-
tants in Marawi intensifies, the -

ced persons. .
- Welre cconbiderin
. ing the DBM (Departnen

Budget and Managemient) for -overdzR erd __
- said tthe number of evacuees::

savings that we canuse for the

apple ini need,” Hernandez.
peopie a1 neet

said. et

cks forthe internally - AWl
o '.-nﬂr’nb‘er_'otref:ugeés_*ﬂeemg-tﬁé“

-, 10" a separat 1€
overdzRH yesterday, Robre

continues to increase, as not
only those from the strife-torn

"She's 1dthe OVP Has de=

ployed a team to_focus on

‘Marawi City fled-their-homes— -
but also people from nearby .

2y

tOWnS. .o

125 also provided P100,000 .means that the «
for the conduct of psychoso- displaced people

The United Arab Emirates,

theirlives. . o - 0 o
4 Since - the fighting is con-
fined in four barangays only,

“Evactees increase and it

is even higher than the eritire’

population of Marawi. This
lict-alsor
arby

it is possible to allow some.

residenits to return fo parts of

Marawi,; which are no longer

affected by ‘the.clashes so
people could ‘start rebuilding

they're asking if the military
could conduct clearing opera-

denits have been displaced by
clashes between ‘government

forces and Maute terrorists
‘that erupted on May 23. .

. With. Helen Elotes, Pia

Lee-Brago, Jaime Laude

|
1
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T KATRIRCE LEAINML Mi

»‘ J adzrie Harad Saabdula 50, and Jamal -noted Balmes.

- Kalib, 18. They were arrested after ' “He'(Saabdula) aileged!yprowded
i[\vosuspected Abu Sayyaf bandIts . purchasing assorted medicines-at.a - --medlcal iaid to the eombatants,” he

believed to have acted as “medics” to - pharmacy in Pagadian City, Zamboanga - added. - :

wounded {errorists in Marawi Cityhave  del Sur. Marawi is 97 kilometers from - Saabdula who works as a nurse at

been charged with rebellion yesterday ~ Pagadian and is accessible by land - the Banguingui (former Tongkil town)

before a Cagayan de Oro city regional  eight hours by bus and more than two .~ municipal hospital has been identified

trial court. *“hourSipnprivate car. as. the brother of sIam ASG leader
Justice Unders Te ¢ “Saabdula is a nurse from. ST '
Balmes identified the res “‘onien 588 . went‘- AWOL (absent. vmthout leave),”

VE:
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"' THe Philippine National Pohce

(PNP) is investigating reports of a gun

S'tore in Mindanao reportedly being:
ised asafront toarm the Maute Group

~ois Abu Sayyaf leader. - E
" Senior ‘Supt. Valeriano de Leon,”
acting chief of the Firearms and
Explosives Of_fi(_;‘QA-(F-EO_),_--said the
gun store was given & per]
time ago after it complied withall’™”
the requirements needed to run the

' Southeast Asia, and a notori- -

A the reports,

ermit a long

_ :tack, Maute gun

e

and its allies responsible for the attack
i Marewi Citye T il
" The gun store reportedly has finks .
“mth'lsni}ongﬂapildn,;aﬂegedl;gith des
ignated leader of the ISIS i *~ x

o _ ‘however, are still
' _r'aw'a”s‘"‘gf'o'und troopers have not
vet responded on verification and

validation processes ordered by the
national police ership, according

to'de Leon.

A day after the Marawi Caty at-

men were reported

RSB R e e ;
. «gnother information came in that to'have"aisq'raﬁsacked:af-gun»-stpre-_in-w.... e
Marawi Ciltylee 2o o :

“he (i apilon) 74 ising another person,
_said DeLeon. . I
" Right now, De Leon said they are. :
" aow establishing the identity of the
- gun storeowner and the extent of ifs

,-;alle"ged-‘connectionrvﬁth-%Hapilgn;- e

" gecurity officials: parhigroraifeds
the issue on the support system that
“the Maute gunmen have been getting
due to their large supply of guns and
apmumition: s F *

. .The official said all the details
rovided by their m _
* ground, especially those conducting
“intelligence-gathering: ctivities:
Marawi City and nearby areas.

enop the I

The ~-gmﬁ_ght—béhveen,t_h_e,_g0vern-'

P

the Maiite gunmenis:
W) onth, with the-death

" foll'on the gunme soldie sand:
" civilians now at fiearly 400: 7 L
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His only a matter of ’mme before the
Islamic militant group holed up in Marawi
. City would “disintegrate or self- destruct” fol-
lowing reports of its Jeader’s escape as well
as infighting. among the rebeIs Malacanang
said yesterday. .

“Hapilonmiig ¢ fled the'battle zone!

batile,” Abeila saxd in aPalace news confer-
< BNCE.

Presidential. Spakesman Ernesto Abellz
projected the imminent end of the armed
group even as'the mi titary-was:still-verify- .«
ing reports that the top terror leaderIsniion -

“Grantmg thisisirie; itwonldbea: clear_ =
sign of lns eowardice! because}le abandoned
his comparions and has ran away from the

Maute self-destruction
1mmmem — Malacanang

fighting that may now be going on with the

- group.it maybe:a matter of time before they

d151ntegrate or seif-destruct,” he added.
Phe military recently reported that

“Hapilon, the alleged leader of the Abu Sayyal

group, has not been seen in Marawl’s battle
zone, triggering speculations of his escape.

- The government {rogps earlier iried fo ar-

rest Hapilon in Marawilast May 23 but the
attempt wriggered "a rampage by militants
with blackdslamic Stateflags. ... N
The government however has no proof '

curity cordon in conflict4
“wor now, all of these remam—raw in-

A"formatmn requiring validation by the AFP
(Armed Forces of the Philippines) and

“It m:iy 'be aIse be mdmatlve of ihe in-

2

‘warious securily. agencnes -of govemment ”

Abella sau! o
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The Wanila Tines

MARAW! Ci?‘( Members of the Maute (}roup':_'..- :

“have beencollecting’ bormbs dropped by.:
i a_d used amllery ané con_ciuct

the mrlztarythat didinot explode
‘ sou' cesaid-on ‘I”uescfay .
- The'source said the terrorists are.

retneved by the terror gmup bm }mce.,;
ﬁghtmg empteé on May 23, the m i -

fmg weaponsand unaxplodedbombs' He: - described their loot.
; chd not say how many bombs have been o 4 a

“'1£:Col Jo-ArHerera, spokesmanof the

' ’Mauie Group members are
known fortheir skills on-bomb making. -

~“Authorities have niot disclosed how
many bombs.have heen dropped-on.

‘Marawi and howmany of themexploded. . hosiages wete bemg ordered

bombs and weapﬂns S

“battle zone;

':'_'13 venfymg i the terrotists are indeed -

Tetrieving unexploded bombs from ‘the

“He said tbere were reports th&i cmhan- :
: ellect i

%Eﬁﬁ&e{tmm\z :

".}omt"l‘ask Fores Marawi, said the military -+

_-collectlng borabs;” Herrera said.-

" He added that'it is possible.

"”We'have reports of the

aré-using. the hostages evel for X

: ¥ R
Maute and Dther fzghter In-
“exchange, the group will re-.

Iease Pr. Chno Suganob who i
o the' publicthatithe gravity of the

E negot:atwn w1
Group: i

tc}l

“Let iis continue 1o remind

hiz "““‘*'therefcre hold no basw, Pach}lav e

_that ahotmh will not.go off.

“i?rut the bomb wﬁl exp ode

Negotiators who tatked with the
Maute Group on Sunday said a
possible prisoner swap was not
discussed, quashing reports that
' the leaders of the Islamic State-
linked group sought the release

of their parents in exchange for-

the freedom of a priest they are
holding captive.

Twe of the emissaries who
entered the battle zone during
a brief ceasefire on Sunday how-

OFFICE OF THE ever said a prisoner exchange is

possible and can be proposeé 1o
the Maute group.
Army Core Purpose

*they will teledse their hostages '

if government troops are pulled
out of the¢ity.-

* Military spokesman Bng

Gen. Restituto Padilla said
they have no information

-about the demand. L
- Bven if there is such a propos- -
al, he szid the government does

not negotiate with terrorists. -

“|T|he local religious leader
led taiks with the terrorists last
Sunday but that was not sanc-

tioned by the government, the

military and our political lead-
ers, Any demands made inside

~ terrorists and their supporters’

: _spokesman ErnESto Abeﬂa said.
“An estlmated 200 c1v1hans are

believed trapped in Marawi.

" The govermment has said that

more than 300 people have
been kilied during the more

than a month of fxghtmg in
‘Marawi, '

A video’ upioaded on the In-
ternet showed 10 civilians clad
in orange shirts being executed
by the Maute terrotists on May
23. Another-group of five men

were also executed on June 2.
MOH SAADUDDIN
AND AL JACINTO

Serving ne pgopie. Secunny Ul e 1ana.

5,5295 |
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Uhe Hlanila Times

Terrorists ‘arm supplier

THE military on Tuesday
announced the arrest of a
Maute member who had
been delivering firearms to
(he terrorists and squirrel-
ing out wounded fighters.

in a televised press brief-
ing, Lt. Col. Jo-ar Herrera,
spokesman for the military’s
toint Task Force Marawi, said
that the man, who was not
identihied to reporters, was
arrested while riding a banca
in Lanao lake.

Herrera said the rman’s arrest
will cut off the supply of logis-
tics to the Islamic State-linked
group that has been battling
government tsoops for more

-than-g month,..

fallsinLanaolake N

“This is good news foI
our par because we bl locked
the {Maute) highway, which
means 1hat we have estab-
lished a tighter defense in
Lanao lake because of the
capture of ong Maute member
who was bringing ammuni-
sions to the main battle area
and at the same time he was
zlsc bringing the wounded
from the battle area going to
Lanao lake,” Herrera said.

He said soldiers also cleared
39 more buildings in the city
and rescued seven hostages.

“Thege hostages are having
a debriefing right now. Troops
continue to discover shabu

Page: ﬂ/

_»SupplierA8

 nlefom 7 am. 1011 am., they will
~“retitrn for lunch then back to looting

G areas,  Hetrera added: <

; Bnemy Tesistance contmues o

“wane and.enemy held areas continue
to diminish as government forces
press s advance. Troops coritinue

to get deeper,” he said.

claimed ‘to have seen Fr. Teresito -
Suganob. They said that they were . -
“ordered by the Maute to loot houses -
and find ammunition and firearms,
~."-*|They] have normal looting "

Herrera said

: ' schedules. You see? They have sched-

.";;t “1500-(3-p:m:):-Hostages-were-is
i sued ﬁrearms, {the Maute} is forcmg

“The hostages were aiso forced 10
3 bnng wounded terrorists to mosques.

§0me WOIEnN were

“also sexually sbused by the terrorists.

DEMPSEY REYES

I

|
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By Ted Tuvera

Maiaﬂaﬁé,ng'yesterday defended |

the appointment of sorne 58 retired
military officials by President
Duterte to key posts in his
administration. '
presidential  spokesman
Ernesto Abella, in a Palace presser,
said that Duterte trusts the service
capacity of former milifary leaders
~{rerunning the Eovernment. ...

H

-~ Philippines (AFP) chiefs of staff: . -
' Envirenment Secretary Roy Cimatt, - -

National -Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon and National
Irrigation Administration (NIA)
chief Ricardo Visaya.

| Incumbent AT'P chief of staff

- Gen. Eduardo Afio, who is set to

retire by October, has been
dbsignated as the next Department

- of the Interier and Local

Government { DILG) secretary.

~gacret-aryofthisintentions which .. ference at ihe NInOy
- Aquine Infernational Afrpart

‘is a more disciptined, more

diseiplined, more focused, and less

corrupt, you know, hureaucracy,”
Abella told reporters.
“Twould say that these are the

~eople that e has vetted:In-a-

sense, ii's not whether they're

..mdlitary or not. It's just that these

476 the people within his scope of
attention that, you know, filfill, tick
all the boxes that what he wants,”
he added. .

Positioned in Duterte’s Cabinet
are former Armed Forces of the

~military frian.in .my.Cabinet. Our

press.conference at the Ninoy
(NAIA), even quipped that his
administratiion is now & “Junta
governmerds.”

. ¥l might{ even appoint another

OFEFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmait.com - Tei no. (02} B43-8533 Locat: 528.5:5295

(abiriet is worrisome. _
“Tie increasing appointments of

former military and police officials -

to supposed civilian posts is

-tamtamount to surrendering civilian

control, veering away from a
democratic, inclusive and
participatory governance, it will
eventually erode public support to

_President Duterte,” Anakpawis

partylist Rep. Ariel Casilao said in

- a statement.

_“The Prestdent has never made .. | President’ _}J'ute'rte',-'iﬁ"%l Mﬁif_"‘l{l"““""‘i"""-“‘-‘Ca’sﬂad“-aIS‘O«-paiﬁted~:out--:-that.¢.=_e_

the military is an “institutior thai

immune of.being irvelved in '

controversies such as the case of
the 2011 “P50-million pabaon”

gcandal fronted by former AFP .

comptrollers Maj. Gen. Carlos

juntais alnost complete. They dor't
hive to ©lo a coup ('état because

“they are Tere already,” he said: o was i _
«célebre. 1t ocoured during incurbent. -

| Whilehis- spokesman. 8.
confident about the refired men-
n-uniforms’ credibility, 2 left-
Idanimg lawmaker yesterday said
that such trend in the Duterfe

Gareia and Lt. Ger. Jacinto Ligot:

Current Environment Secretary

- Cimatnwas involved inthesaidcamse " TTeSHRIL EH
i ~what's happening. He's updated.
" tegularly. He's ipdated regularly,

National Security Adviser Espeton’s

giint as clef of staff in 2008.
Meanwhile, at the same Palace

briefing, Abella tried to sideline

speculations raised by some crities
that the President is sick by
claiming that he was doing a lot of
work during his apparent retreat.

“Pirst and foremost, he is alive
and well, he's very wel], He is just
busy doing what he really needs {0
do,” Abella told reporiers.

“The President, you know, as
you've seen, he’s been very much
in the public eye but being out of
the public eye that is when he is

-able to.really do office work. He

signs papers, he reads, hie consuits.

“He's.actuslly very busy,  headded..

" Notably, Duterte’s staggered two-
woek break came during eritical
periods of his martial law rule in
Thomeisland Mindanac.

Nonetheless, the Palace official

stressed thatthe President Sis.on .

top of every situation.” !

“President Duterte-is aware of

he reads, he views... He listens to
press briefings and he is quite

-aware of anything,” he said.
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By julius N. Leonen

Solicibor General Jose Calida yesterday
gaid the petitions seeking to compel both

chambers of Congress {o convene joinily
1o serutinize President Duterte's

declaration of martial law are
*utterly baseless and
nnwarranbed.”

Calida, represeniing the
government, yesterday filed:a
consolicated comment with the
Supreme Cowrt (5C) seeking to

~digmiss.. the mandamus.
petitions filed by a group of
lawyvers and members of the,
clergy for procedural defects
and for lack of merit.

In s 4{-page comment fothe petitions,
the Salicitor General said that pefitioners
are “highly mistaken” to insist that it is

baseless and unwarranted, As provided for
in Rute 65 of the Rules of Court, mandamus
will oniy issue when the act to be.compeled
is a Ininisterial act,” Calida said.
Based on the Constitution, Calida said,
Congress is nof reguired to convene jointly
10 determine the validity of
President Duterte’s declaration
of marfial iaw and suspension
of the privilege of the writ of
haheas corpua.
*It is only in cases of
revoeation or extension of the
_prociamation or suspension that

fointiy,” the Saliclior General
siressed.

) {Oalida noted that the
Constitution is apparently “silent as to the
duty of Congress to perform any act” upon
the declaration of martial rule and the

Congress’ “clear legal duty or ministerial
duty” to corvens in a joint sassion,
C . "Thé présent pebitions to compet the
Congress 4o convene jointly are utterly

suspension of the writ.
“rhe act of Congress to vote jointly is

. not-mandatory when the action taken is to

Turn fo page 2

Congress is required to vote
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mepagaf '

e afﬁrm or express support to the"

OFFICE OF proclamation or suspensmn, o
SCwith . martial’ law)

proceedmgs were fratght with :'
secrecy, a public transparent and .
“deliberative process is necessary_

Cahda gaid,

;| Since the declaratmn o
mamal law is already in full force .
or effect, Calida said “there is .
nP need'tovote Jomt!y tﬂ appmve L

L - ngainst’ exocutive everreach ”

| Joimt votmg is. mﬂy manxiat;nryc.;f{the petitioners said.i .

when the action is revscatmn or .

" the ‘petitiorners’ argument etha{;'it -
‘{s a‘congressional duty to'sonvene

“jointly “does not only overextend

- the parameters set by the 1987 -
Constitution, but alse § xmpases an .

nnecessary duty.”...

or afﬁrm it

extension,” Calids stressed,..

$<“The . matter of ° afftrmlng, :
ratifying ot ‘not revoking the -

declaration _of martial law and

~even the' manner by which it is ..
- done i 1s left.and fully within the;

3 power, au onty__and diseretion of

. Congress over whichithe’ Supreme Ep

Gourﬁ has no’ power,” he noted.
o Earlier; lawyers led by

. fgrmer Solicitor General Florin
: Hflfbay yesterday filed a-
petition for mandamus asking

' the High Tribunal to push

Gong:ess to perform what they
deem to be ifs constitutionally -

mandated function to hold a.
.- Honorable Supreme Court should

Jjoint session.
| “The Senate and theHouse of

Representatives have unlawfully -
nkglected the performance of an .

._.

-+ Mandamus directing Congress to

" convene in joint gession for the
“aferementioned purpgse.”
-+ “Given previous expemenaes'-__
“where

there  are

- Mindanao except fcr the confhict

S

‘no egonomic
dxsturbances all through out

torn areds :
ATt busmess as usuaflz fo
areas outmde ‘the Maraw It’ fi

to qirell'the people’s. fears"_{-_ fig

- ‘But the Solicitor General said

“Calida’ ms;sted

co-equal departmenis of the
government dictate that the

be cautious in entertaining
actions- that assail the
constitutionality of the acts of

s miahd regwn.

( th at
ctitioners “should not be allowed
to'use the Honorable Supreme:

" Court in testing the autoriomy and
independence of Congress asaco- '
oqual branch and in interfering -
with its discretionary acts as

"granted by the Constitution.”

“Prudence and respect for the

EAS we' 5a7, we are won

‘breakout, imvestients up, exports ©

up, consumer — the consumer.

:basis. gettmg bigger; we. have A

yoing: consumer, and now ge

‘more employed.. So, it’s many
‘more years of enlargmg eonsumer:

‘base,” Tiopez said. 5
- *TRvestors locat:mg ns here-
are very bullish. Not'to-mention

the market access if they locate

here, the Asean, and even our
Generalized™  Scheme. of

A Preferences (GSP) in'US and the

European Union,” he added. .
" ‘Meanwhile, the Wholesale
Electricity Spot {WESM) will e .
opened in Mmdanao toda‘y,

Wednesday o :

185, 5285

SO————

" aez wiuch the 1987 bonsmutmn
oty ;. department,” he stressed.

K resultmg from their office "and h
tliere is rio cther plain,speedy, -
“and adequate remedy in the.

ordmary course of law,” their 20
page petition read.

‘the Exectitive or the' Legxsfatxve i
- _._Was entmust'

Energy Secfetéry A.Ifunso CHSI

Biz leaders OK with Rody's ML
- Business .leaders are not

bothered :by military rule in
Mindanao, Department of Trade

and Industry (DTI) Secretary

o ‘establishment of WESM Mindanao,
-saying it srgnals the start-of a-

competitive electricity market in:
the region 'whose costmg Is very
iransparent.” -

“Petltmners ‘seck néﬂnng

procedural fzdehty 10

ithe mechanigms- enshrined inithe T
Constitution meant to prevent

‘abuse of power and to ensure
popular mandate in the exercise
of the Presidential martial law
pnwe'rs, it said. .

. Moreover, former Sen.
ngberto Tanada, together with
members of the clergy led by
Bishep Broderick Pabillo of the
Roman Catholic Archdiocess of
Manila, also filed a petition
seeking to press Congress to
convene jointly.

¢ In their 26-.page petition, it
was prayed that the High Court
“deelare the refusal of Congress

OFFICE Olto convene a joint session for the

purpose of considering
Proclamation No. 216 to be in
grave abuse of discretion
amounting to lack or excess of
Jjurisdiction and issue a Writ of

¢ than compliance with 2~

Rarﬁiiﬁx’Lopez said yesterday.

‘positive feetiback from the

business sector a month sfter

" martial law was declared in the
South.

~ Martial law could even yield
encouraging progress in the long
run, the Trade Secretary clajimed.

“If 1s quite unbelievable, but
we're pleasanily surpriséd. On
the business aspect, martial law
has not affected it because
businessmen really look into the
longer term potential of a country
and the fundamentals,” Lopez told
reporters.

“T went to Higan and even
Capgayan de Oro and the towns

‘nearby, and taiking to those with

depots, distribators, they say

they like martial Jaw. They feel

safer and secure,” he added.
Lopez also indicated that

"

“Ina press brmfmg at the E

in'the region is'in Ime with the

-Cusi said that the provision of -

Duterte administration’s thrust
to vastly improve Mindanao’s

more rehab!e and eompetxtwe

economy and the quahty of life

of its people.

“WESM facilitates a
transparent electricity market
with which Mindanao power
generators will have an avenne
te frade un-contracted power
supply,” said Cusi.

“WESM will provide consumers
more sources of electricity to
choose from, increasing their
chances of lower-priced energy,”
he added.

Some 11 years since being
established in Luzon and over six
years since taking a foothold in
the Visayas, this is the WESM’s
debut in Mindanao.

With Ted Tuvera

5285, 5295
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By M:riam Coronel Ferrer

{Edztors the 'I‘he wnter o
served s -chair ‘of .the govemn- .
ment panel in peace tatks with ...
the . Moto ~ Islamic, - Liberation =
Eront during the Aquino admin-.

istration. She is also a political

science. professor at the Unzvers:— .

ty of the Ph:hppmes )

eralism will saasfy
: the»-:-= Bangsamom,

correct the - historical "injustice
commmitted “against the Mushm
popudation in Minddriac:

“True,. federalism: couid ac-

commodate the proposals of the

Moro siam.lc Liberation Front :

3 -W-;{'“I --

“aven dlscarded mthe 2014 Com<-d

prehensive Agreement on the
Banhgsamoro. :

Yet, the MILF continues to
pust: for the passage of a
Bangsamoro Basic Law {BBL} in
spite of its imited constitution-
al parameters.

So, why is the MILF not
hitching its wagon to the Presi-
dent’s federalism gambit?

Against generic ‘phederalism’

- “Dnly a'shiftfofed-

" timis. This, accordmgtohnn will

L To begin: With the. MILF did... .«

ot fight ‘the ‘government to

and build a new regime.

““What: the  MILF. ieaders_
want is ‘their own self-gov-
" erned territory in parts of their
claimed ‘homeland in  Min- o
~danag.; “They' are neutral on’:
_._.__;'_-what the ‘rest -of the country

does to 1tself :

change the ‘whole - Philippine -
- -gystem. Tt's the: Communist Par-:
1y of the Philippines that aims .

: _'..-ternterlal Junsdtctmn of the::{
10.do that——roverthxow the. oid _

“holders, the

"Bangsamore state to the current _';

T the: Bangsamoro stake- -'
ARMM's ¢ five

provmces and - Marawi- and

Lamitan.. cities fall -‘short -of |
~what's feft of their: clalmed Mm— !
danao homeland e

L The! Comprehenswe Agree—

. inenton the Bangsamoro, on-

One s;ze~ﬁts—all

Soneritsi .
onate with-the MILF. Notably,-

all developed: proposais consist

of: ccnvertmg existing regions;

into similar -or - symmetncal”
faderal states. .-
“For- the.

g
their right to self-determina-
tion, their 1dent1ty and msﬁztu- _

tions.

: Bangsamoro
also -criticize the more recent
scheme of four federal states
made up of Mindanao, the
Visayas,
Manila.

2%

_“asymmetncal ‘compact of free
association”fhatismore akinto
_associated states like Puerto Ri-

stakeholders

Luzon and Metro
~They believe this.
would reduce the Bangsamoro -
into an “enclave” of a Min-"

the other hand, seeks to rec'_ﬂfy

jmagined substate
Txue jthe reference ‘6 aj

~state-in-the-origi=
raft MILF compact__

coorthe free,asspczated_ state of
Palau, which are attached to the
United States but en]oymg na-~

- tion-state status.’.

~The MILF drew from tbese
existing | historical ccnstructs
but: deveioped its-oWn context-
suitable model that dzdnt re-
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guire a federal syster. R
This,. the .group.. )

~¢oitid be possible viaa ‘conistis
tution 1 amendment,specifi- -
cally an appendage that keeps:'i o
‘the: rest f: the Constltutaon 1n—-.,

“tact.

negotlatmg fur them, 1ot for'o

so, ‘the MILE wanits own-

'ership of the outcome of the
. peace chess

< The ‘Mord. 1eaders want':':aﬁ
Bangsamoro entity that results

from their .own' struggle—one

 that had ‘moved from indepen- .
. dence; ‘;hmugh armed struggle,

toa peacefully negotiated sohu-7;
- tion within the Repubhc of the _.

: Phﬁlpplnes

Ciearly, the MILF’S viston
then - and. now “was: “for” the:.

:Ba:ngsamoro since the. gmup_-;_ edad S
Ever as ‘the MILF contmues‘

ok pubhciy"express then: trust in

" gard 1o their mational identi-
,. ty"—as they Had put it in their.
original- proposalmcannct “he..ju
e __'wheanngressreopens

achleved

Comphcated shaky

The MILF thus finds the dual'f'f' of fed
“track of 2 -Bangsamoré Basic -
Law curn federalism- comphcat-.-:’ S

-.posts of the’ Bangsamoro stake-": "
holders reflect brewing doubts
.on the: reai mtent of th admm-
istration: -'
Given the Pre51dents tzght

squeeze on-Congress, a BBL
could have easily gone through

the’ Iegxslatlve mill Wltiun 2
year. G
S But the . Pre51dent 1ssued the:
needeci executwe order @O) o
. jestabhsh

the

MILF can clmm as'its:ow _A

Cand only

leglslate

-{Congress ",
can

gage;’.
' Congress

by the MILF“the “free’choiceof
_the Bangsamoro people in re-.

;.'_..though thé MILF has belatedly, -
' :alben: ‘hesitantly, learned toen-

the Consultative Comrmssxon ;
a “body that was giveh six months™
to-recommend-changes-in-the:-
. Consmut:on The MILF found

“month later, he Creat

“only constitute the Consultat:ve__-_
Commniission untxl after a draft-_'

" Sticking fo signed documents
. The MILF isjust-beingicon-.

-ready.in-thé basket than having

BBL i su'bmitted 0 Congress.
The submissscn of a draft bﬂi

-----

Stﬂl dt.ds. unclear from the

'nawgate the dual track. 0

Adgl to. thls ‘the third track
i i's faction- of

by adhering: to “the
signed agreements.
After all,-in the absence of

legislation; - these ' agreements
" are the MILF leaders’ only hold:
" on the government. They kngw’

that anty major change: ‘could on-:
1y retrogress mto more changes'
and delays:-

As MILF panel chaur Mo-

3' hagher Igbal puts it “We {had}

better ‘Secire 7 10 centavo dls

f:-nFIc}m ﬂusmb&gic «-neEd f@r Seﬂ.:',,. ettt e o

to gamble for a peso: Ethat}

{5 still

now’ and” federahsm m:the fui-
ture,” ‘the -MILF - pragmatically
prefers the former. —CoNTRIBUTED

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFF

AIRS ~ Email add; oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

7

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the lanc,




Arrn v ssion By Z0ZE. & wONG-LiES

¢ Lo, (NEEE & SOWGE DT nahonia DUIs

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email 204 03¢

pa.arnmy

204 2@gmail.com = Tet no. (D2) 8459555 Local: 5285. 5295

~ e S ™
Fh@_ﬁwt s S m*h_iﬁs

Y.)r&’ June 2017

been raiding communities in Mindanae. .

A BIFF force, variously estimated ata hundred o

300 men, had emerged from the Liguasan Marsh area

' and attacked an Army outpostin barangay Simsiman ...
and occupied the elementary schoolin barangay Mala- -

gakit, They vandalized the school, writing MESSAgeson .. )
_ Philippine Constabulary. It was a time of extremism

the hlackboard and on the walls denouncing President

Duterteand claiming ‘to be “ISIS? ~ forIslamic State...

 of Iraq and Syria, an extremist international Islamist
“movement which reportedly wants to'set up a region.
- ‘center in Mindanao. = .- T L

. separate from the attack by the Maute in Marawi City,
Lanzo de! Sur, over 160 kilometers to the north, which
had-prompted. President. Duterte to declare martial

T WATHORS LLADING KEWS

HE armed men who attacked and occu-  Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGUD. 1t was ‘not the

pied two barangays of Pigcawayan, South- '
Cotabato, last week were identified as -
- Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters

(IFF), one of several armed groups which have .

Page: !Q

o

first time the BIFF men had attacked the barangay, the
residents said. Over the last 40 years or so, there have
‘been armed clashes between the Christian residents

" of the barangay and Moro fighters from the Liguasan

Marsh area, e e
- The BIFF raid on Pigcawayan has raised new fears
that the villagers may take up arms as they did in the
1970s when they organized what came fo be lmown
as the Tlaga. This was composed-of Visayans, mostly
Tlongos, who became a nilitia fighting alongside the

- The BIFF taid in South Cotabato appeared tohe . were reported so concerned about the recent BIFF raid

" and their belief that it will be repeated somefime soon,

that there is talk of the laga being revived.. It would
most unfortunate if this happens, for the Tlaga in its

law in‘all of Mindanao. While the BIFF and the Maute
'mayhave acted independently of each other, the Armed
‘Forces see -the rébel forces in Mindana otab
‘the Maite, the BIFF, and:the Abu iSayyaf

‘nected to one another in their commbn goal-of fighting: -

government forces, . T
One family in barangay Malagakit described how
they tried to hide in a rice mill but were discovered by

" one BIFF group which killed the head of the family, who -
‘had undergone training for the local Civilian Armed -

T

Y
7

- governmentfora

- forces of the ne N
- have the situation well inhand. The people of Mindanao

* .~ of all tribal, religious, and ethnic groups - should all
. help in pursuing this goal of peace, and avoid taking

time became a notoricus group of THarauders tat the
time was notable to-contral, .- . -

hereis abi

AFP and the Philippine

steps that will only exacerbate the problem, like orga-
nizing a force along the lines of the old Haga. .
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any have been turned off by suggestmns the
govemment sent some Maranao agents to falk some
“sense into- the leader of the Maute group during
the 1ull in the ﬁghtmg in Marawi City last Sunda,y dunng the
start of tha EidL Ft;r fostival,

. 'The meetmg Went agamst the customary pohc}? of not

o )hegotlatlng mth-terromsts ‘although the detaﬂs ofthe meetmg

: govemment Wﬂl not nagomate with terromsts and that the earlier
eroup negematmg Wﬂ;h the terromsts Was not sanetnoned by

Président Duﬁel'i‘.e 3 : .
"‘"“‘"“"Some of theﬂ-reporters ‘were- gwen mdicat;onfs ﬁha.t %;he

’mlhtantrs raainly a8 human shields.
‘Had the release of hostages been the onky ob,;ectlve, Gen
Dickson Hermoso, who is an ‘official of the Office of the
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process, would have not
clammed up on the purpose of the six or eight Maranao
leaders’ meeting with Abdullah Maute, who formed the Maute
group with his brother Omarkhayam, who in turn is believed
to have been killed in the month-long skirmish between
governmem& forces and the extremists, -

Rody, who gives alot of currency on the inner nature of

}
Filipinos, such as negotratmns for an end of the conflict with !

one of the leader of the Islamic State (IS) fanatics, had earlier
offered to talk himself with the leaders of the Maute group.

 Last November, Rody said he wouid befriend the Mautesto .
‘violence and mayhem, then it would be the cue for Rody’s

qneil the conflict in Butig, Lanao del Sur, where the group then

briefly ocoupied the abandoned town hall and nearby buildings. '

OFTICE OF THE ARKY TRlz- 2B

blic; The Palacemade it clem hewever ithat..

_ tc» “kill aII tho ybu g holdmg now, but Iwon’t talk to you.”
“My order reallyis;to shoot ym:t and to: shoot you dead g

who were: suggestmg negotmtmns “to talk about what?
, Surrender‘? or. me,ybe 2 compromxse‘? Just like that? What
ha.ppens tomy dead soldiers? They have committed a crime
af rebellmn and there is the fiag of IS If f;hat is not enough
: what is?" he said.

; Durmg the same speech he blamed schemmg pohtlclans
and warlords in Mindanao for allowing the Maute group to
stockpile firearms and ammunition in Mara.WI City that he

- Henoted that the bandits seem tohave endless supply of bullets.
Rady nonetheless admxtted the government 5 Very soft

pohcy toward rebels” m wew of the peace negotlatlons with "

the Moro Natmnal Liberation Front {(MNLF) and Moro Tslamic

Sald ';could match even-the firepowet-of the-Arined-Foroes-—

L OLFFAIRS — DAl 8us. Gilie.ds
S

leeratmn Front (MILF) was another reason for radicalsto

5 there, ywng mga Warlords were stockpmng '
’I‘hat is why they don’t run out of M- 203 grenade launchers
fI‘hey have so many,” he said.
f Rody's realization thai the IS fanatics are cresting havoc
:due to the opportunistic politicians in the region which may
result in the long-awaited crackdown against private armies
and h1gh‘p0"wered weapons in Mindanao while shaking of:f
“%he pretense of some groups that they are negotiating peace
Wzth the government.
~ If negotiations did take place, those who took part and
.primarily those who led the destruction of Marawi City should
‘aﬁ be held accountable, .
' Once Mindanao is free of threats of sudden flareups of

goa,l of & federal shzft to take place

PR G vt ad P ML TE L e

L, Done purnees Het "1”(-"2374?7"’% nennie SEIITNC e ans




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

e R AMAALDITIEL IOV MY o e o o e L
People's Republic of China donates P15-M for Marawi rehab

June 27, 2017, 10:56 pm

MANILA, June 27 (PNA) -- Staying true fo its bilateral relations with the Philippines, the government of
the Republic of China donated PHP15 million for the relief operations and rehabilitation of the besieged

City of Marawi.

Chinese Amabassador, H.E. Zhao Jianhua presented to President Rodrigo Duterte, the PHP15 million
check donation that will significantly augment the resources of the Department of Health (DOH) and
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) —~ two government arms currently
spearheading various health and welfare operations in Marawi, including medical consultations,

evacuation and logistical support.

The donation is an example of the flourishing partnership between the two countries and their shared
commitment towards sustainable peace in the region,

Meanwhile, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National Police (PNF) are ;
~-conducting rigid military operations in-the Seuthern-part of Mindanao to bring ISIS sympathizers before ons

the law or else completely era_dicate the extremist groups that have spawned therein.

While the government does not tolerate terrorists, it looks upon its citizens with regard, sta&nchiy
rebuilding Marawi City and bringing those affected to the path of healing.

---------------------------- As-of June 26, DSWD-had-already-spent-about-PHP-85.53-million-worth -of-‘assistanee-’{0»’che—"affected-~‘-~w-‘»-w-w-w-w-w-»-"-~‘-w-w-w-w-w—w-w-‘.
families, which inciuded provisions like food packs, hygiene and dignity kits, kitchen utensils and tents
. among OtherS. - _ S . . . . ) . . o

Meanwhile, PHP 52.03 million was accounted for DOH-provided health services, including medical
check-ups, immunizations, medicines, mental and psycho-social services as well as food and water,

As of the latest government data, 82,767 families or 403,052 persons from Marawi have been displaced,
including residents from 20 Lanao del Sur municipalities and 2 Lanao del Norte municipaiities affected

by the crisis. (PCO-Davao/PNA)
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Navy's latest SSV delivers 600 tons of relief supplies for affected

Marawi residents
June 27, 2017, 4.27 pm

" MANILA, June 27 — Some 600 of relief supplies, for persons displaced by the ongoing operations
against the remaining Maute Group terrorists in Marawi City, has been transported by the BRP Davao
Del Sur (LD-802), according to Philippine Navy (PN) spokesperson Capt. Lued Lincuna.

This took place during the ship's humanitarian assistance and disaster relief mission last week, Lincuna
said in message to the PNA Tuesday.

The BRP Davao Del Sur is the sister-ship of the BRP Tarlac (LD-801), the country’s first strategic sealift
vessel which was delivered and commissioned last year.

Aside from the relief supplies, which came from the Department of Social Welfare and Development, the
BRP Davao Del Sur also carried assorted heavy equipment for rehabilitation and the Armed Forces’
mobiie kitchen which is now being used for ongoing relief operations.

The BRP Davao Del Sur is currently conducting another HADR mission as of this posting.

Lincuna refused to give details for operational and security reasons.

“(She is) somewhere down south to support HADR but (! cannot) divulge (exact area) for security _
reasons,” headded tothe PNA.

She arrived in the Philippines last May 14 after a five-day journey from PT PAL shipyard in Surabaya .
which started on May 9. _

BRP Davac Del Sur is also a Makassar-class landing platform dock like her sister ship BRP Tarlac.

""She was commissioned Tast May 371, the Navy's 119th folinding anniversary.’
" .its delivery completed the two-unit SSV procurement project with an dpprovéd budgét contract of PHP4 ™
billion sourced from the AFP Modernization Act Trust Fund.

Just like the BRP Tarlac, the PN's latest SSV will serve as a floating command-and-control ship
especially in the conduct of humanitarian assistance and disaster response and will also serve as a

military sealift and transport vessel.

The ship has an overali length of 120 meters,breadth of 21 meters, draft of five meters and can carry a
payload of 2,800 tons.

She has a cruising speed of 13 knots and maximum speed of 16 knots and a minimum operating range
of 7,500 nautical miles.

BRP Davao Del Sur can carry 500 troops, two rigid-hull inflatable boats, two landing craft units and three
helicopters. 40
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Her first major mission was the Benham Rise operation where she tfransported the diving team which
planted the Philippine flag in a shallow portion of the territory last June 12.

The ship and her crew departed Pier 13, Manila South Harbor last June 8 with around 100 divers

headed by Army Scout Ranger Major Christoper Constantino.

" The military officér and his team strdpped a fiber-class laminated Phifippine flag 57 meters belowthe™ 7
surface. (Priam F. Nepomuceno with Gilbert Villaruz/PNA)
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MILF: ICRC - Humanitarian Assistance Still Needed As War
Continues In Marawi City

Fosted fo the Moro Islamic Liberation Front Website (Jun 27): ICRC: Humanitarian Assistance Stili Needed As War
B

“The situation is far from over. Fighting is ongoing, and civilians who are trapped or are displaced
continue to face challenging situations. There is still a need to support more than 200,000 displaced
people with food, drinking watet, sanitation facilities and health care in the coming weeks,” said Roberto
Petronio, Head of the ICRC sub-delegation in Mindanao in a press statement released on Friday, June

23.

This story of griming images of people fieeing from the war zone and those inside svacuation centers
was conveyed by the international Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) as the armed clashes continue
in Marawi City between Government troops and [SIS-inspired Mauie group backed by Abu Sayyaf
Group {(ASG) now in its 34th day as of this writing.

An evacuee Casamudin Riga, 51 years old trader from Barangay Marinaut, Marawi City describes their
situation inside the evacuation center “As very unpleasant — it's humid during the day, but if's too cold at
night. As evacuees, we don't have much choice. I'm just grateful because at ieast my family is compiete
and we're safe. We hope that we can return to our homes soon, and start again.”

ICRC said that in the first week of the clashes, they tried to intervene for the safe evacuation of civilians
trapped by the fighting. However due to the fast-changing security situation, a humanitarian ceasefire
had not been passible.

This neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian organization satd that they will continue to focus on __

areas more difficult to reach such as the east and west sides of Lake Lanao and will continue its
dialogue with the parties involved in the fighting to emphasize the protection of civilians.

“Looking forward, the future needs of the displaced families will include support for their return to Marawi
City, while those who cannot go home need temporary relocation or setilement”, Petronio stressed.

The ICRC and Philippine Red Cross team has been very active in providing assistance to the
traumatized IDPs since the conflict broke-out in mostly Moro-Meranaw inhabited Muslim City of Marawi.
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"~der Duterte?

“*arie?

Despite delays, there are some signs of progress on key projects.

After decades of neglect, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has been engaged in an ambitious
military modernization program over the past few years.

As 1 have detailed previously, the Armed Forces Modemnization Act initiated under former president
Benigno Aquino it and continued under Rodrigo Duterte divides military modernization into three
horizons and phases which run up to 2028 (See: “What's Next For Philippine Military Modernization

nder Duterte?"}.

Amid this, the Philippine Air Force (PAF) has detailed its own plan for its modernization calied Flight
Pian 2028, a 14-year plan designed to last from its inception in 2013 up till 2028, which details the
approach to building its capability fo defend the country from not just internal threats, but increasingly

external ones as well,

But like other services, the PAF has seen several delays prevent it from geiting what it needs to realize
this goal for various reasons including specific procurement requirements. Under the First Horizon
(2013-2017), the Aguino administration had approved several projects, including close air support (CAS)
afrcraft, long-range patroi aircraft (LRPA), FA-50 munitions, and anti-submarine warfare helicopiers.

Yet several of the contracts were only signed towards the end of his single six-year term and remain

incomplete as of today, even though defense officials have pledged that they will eventually be.

Despite these issues, some inroads are still being made. A case in point was last week, when AFP's
public affairs chief Arsenio Andolong told IHS Jane's that the PAF's longstanding CAS requirement had
finally progressed, with Brazil's Embraer EMB 314 Super Tucano selected as the lowest bidder (the list

of prospective offerings had previously included-Aero-Vodochody of Czech -Republic; offering the L
38NG, Texiron Aviation-Beechcraft of the United States and the AT 6 Woiverme and Korea Aeropace

~industries with-the KA-1-Woongbtlight attack aircraft}.

The approval is a major step forward, especially considering that this is the fourth time DND has had to
launch a bid for CAS aircraft in two years, With the bid now approved, Andoiong said it will now move
towards posi-qualification evaluation and then contract negotiations which may be finalized by the end of

2017.

The six new CAS aircraft, which had been initially costed for 4.96 billion pesos ($99 million), are
expected to replace the PAF’s aging Boeing (Rockwell) OV-10 Bronco turboprop attack planes. Those
planes have been used in the AFP’s fight against islamic State-linked militants in the southern part of
the country, which has recently been in the headiines following an outbreak of conflict in Marawi.
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CPP/NPA-Cagayan: NPA raids MIG safehouse in Baggao,
Cagayan

“NPA-Cagayah propaganda statement posted to the Communist Party of the Philippines Website (Juny

25): NPA raids MIG safehouse in Baggao, Cagayan

Ester Falcon, Spokesperson
NPA-Cagayan (Henry Abraham Command)

25 June 2017
Press Releasse

Operatives of the Henry Abraham Command-NPA raided a safehouse cf the Military Intelligence Group
at 9 pm last night, June 24, at Barangay San Jose, Baggao, Cagayan. Two miiitary were killed and an
unconfirmed number were wounded after a ten- minute firefight ensued.

Also raided was the house of Dexier Remudaro, a retired army. His house has been used as an
intelligence safehouse of the 17th 1B.

In a staternent sent 1o Bombo Radyo Tuguegarao, the NPA said the MIG unit was punished for actively
spying on activists and revolutionary forces. They are also responsible for the 2006 abduction and
deaths of peasant activists Joey Javier and Arthur Orpilla, who were leaders of Kagimungan, a Cagayan
farmers organization. In 2014, they were also involved in the abduction of a farmer activist from
Barangay Asinga Via.

The safehouse was a few meters away from a PNP station. No police responded upon hearing of

.~gunshots

hitps:/ivavw.philippinerevolution.info/statements/2017 06 25-npa-raids-mig-safehouse-in-badggac-tagavan
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