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_ Sicogon, aﬁ" island “in - Tioilo
g provmce was not the popular_ _

_ nation it once wis -

. inthelate: 19705 and early 19808,

But £ property . deveioper
Ayala’ Land Inc. {ALI) . and
landewner : Sicogon Deveiop—

mient!Corp. (Sideco); the istand
“had the makmgs of ‘a world-".
“Class ‘tourist- destination with
one hItCh 334.6 hectares of

- chogon were still -classified as
- agricultural and occupied by 216
‘-agrarian reform beneficiaries.

A settlement with the farm-
. ersin 2014 allowed the two com-

.panies to ‘get the Department of ~thepr
eform {DAR) to~ap-""tw _
of apphcatxons for’ iand conver-

- grar-
" prove: ‘the. tohversion. of the

_ﬂ property to nonagncuimral use .

. on May 29, 2016, the waning days N
" "ban, the DAR will review allcon-

version apphcatlons made from .
June 15, 1988 to}une 30 2016 to-
‘account. for . rampant i
'uncheckec"i conversmns .
" prime agnculturai lands,” states

of the ’.Aqu;no admmxstr&non

- clal and tourism hot spot of ho-

~ tels, malls ‘and residences, com-"

“plete with 4'1.2-kilometer’ a1rs'_mp

Sicogon is just one example
.of converted agncuitural lands -

that have singe been turned into
~bustling -~ hubs -  activity,
« whether they be for res1dentlal
" commercial, industrial or 1nst1-
- tutional purpeses. '

Between 1988, wh.en the .

~Comprehensive Agrarian Reform
Law (CARL) took effect, and 20156,

BN _result ‘the 1sIand is now'
) bemg-d veloped into a Commer-

Clty-——ivem approved for conver--
sion fo nonagmlﬂtural purposes

accordmg tothe DAR: .

pendmg applications for conver-’

sior, agricultural land reciassi--

fied by local government umts
and ﬂlegal]y converted land -

.. The. tampant conversmn__ of'
pmne agnculmral Jand partlyf

driven by rapid urbanization, pop-

ulation ‘growth -and 'specilation,

hasledto conﬁlctmg tand uses,

L Two-year ban
'I‘he DAR hopes to:address

sions last September.” - -
It Malacanang appmves the

a copy of-the second draft exec—'
utive order; -
The -ban wouid apply to ali

‘awarded ‘lands under Republic’

Act No. 6657,.0r CARL, and other

similar * laws, - according - to-

Agrarian © Reform - Secretary

Rafael Mariano. :
“Essentially, the ‘moratori-

um seeks to determine the sta-

:'The ﬁgure does’ not' mclude :

 when it propesed a:
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ether: they have be
accordmg o hen‘_‘ fiv

:’aai or industrial purpos

.apph""
‘ ._-ftces aver the past 28

land will haveé ahigher ¢ econornlc

v value for remdential commer-

meters 1o 704 sq'km; well into

bedroom. commumt:es, such as

Bacoor CltY (Cavxte)’;,
“City (Laguna); San Ma"te

-tay. and Antipolo City (thal) :

and Marilao in Balacan.

'; Bacoor’ s populatlon mse 276/.
: percent between 1990 and 2015,

- isurroundmg or.near the: c:apltal
have the thhest land conver—
' sxon rates since 1988

Such ‘was.. the case with--

}Batangas province, .where ‘the .

.proved totalofzgo,go&' _
_the natmnal ofﬁce approved

‘ Mamla from 1988: to 2014 also...
showed that the: urban sprawj_-.‘_
nearly doubled. Built-up -areas;
or intensive-use Jamds ‘that ‘are
mostly covered’ by StTuCtures,
extended from 424 ‘square kllo—_-'

‘cropsi used to be piante

;_.__:too, becqme moz’e- urbamzed

ppmvedf-co
ns in DAR reg ‘nal of:

ns!
Watanabe,

on whmh Tice ‘com and- ot

= Bank;:.. .
Urbanlandconstramts :
“An expected surge in con- . stidy at &,

pro;ects and donated 40 ha for
scientific” faming,
At is cases like thlS that the
DAR would like to reevaluate
_ should a conversion moraton-
um push throug _
trami:s by Makiko - ' Manano said his office would
senior scc1a1 devel . create a ‘task: force to spearhead Ed

opment specmhst -at the World program . review, monitor the

-~ lands of - approved -conversions

Watana e presented the and determine “whether .any of

cenference on-Sus- - these need to be revoked. Tt would

version ‘applications - in the tainable. land governance in’ -also seek out each farmier-benefi-

Visayas .and Mindanao-as they, Mamla ont Feb 8.

mary to-ask. the. all-important
ion: Did their lives improve?:

granau X

_The DAR noted that Negros initfally op
cc1denta1 and Misamis Onen-

Inadentaily, the provmce P

end economic growth
-+ This could lead _o-"

ture pro;ect of ALI and Sldeco‘___.

eform nencxanes ;

posed the joint ven- land had been awarded 1o 2.7 mil-
lion fanners "'I‘he questmn of

shed biood isweat and tears for;
“the. Tand. through generatmns '
Panguiayan said. "It -belongs to

for: resettlement housing on'a . them ¥ -WITH = A -REPORT FROM
g0-ha jproperty and. hvehhood mqumenkzsemzcu NG, -

% ___'gulayan said'that over the
‘Tn Szccgon' the farmers, who - course-of CARL, 4.7 rmlhcn ha of

are supposed to get now. :'E’hey :
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to rescue the rGeriﬁan who -
was. beheaded by the Abu'f _
tSi _ :

. T would like to say some:-:
thing to the family and to the'
: govemmen’c that we really
' best. ;

“has been going on for some
; time already, but we have
j-falled --_:and $o-that has ‘o be-

hostage 1 ofy
 country, has beeri beheaded. . e
 sypatiize with 6 famiy 1 e S oR
. comimiserate with the Germar -
people,” he told Feporters -
; 'mterv1ew at’ Malacéﬁang :
* Duterte stressed the govern- .
‘ment, through the miilitary, ex-
erted all-efforts to prevent the -
. ‘beheadmg of Kantner Wxthou'c
paymg TANSOm. i :
"1 said we trzed There sa’
tnassive operation going on-
~and s I have just announced-
toyou, we arebegmmngto tse ]
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; cigiLal
Sulutang Basﬂan 1nc1ud1ng13

: : Repo :
set up: agamst the Abu- Sayyaf_f_ écution emerged on. Sunday
OFFICE ( inSuluas it now appeared that - evening, but the AFP only con
. the'bandits'were a step ahead ~firmed the killing on Monda
m ‘évading the military. " .~ a day after the deadline for: -
“The Abu Sayyaf ate cur- the PSmeﬂhon ransom had Roel Parenc, Emmanuel Tu-

renﬂy ‘holding’ more than 30 expired. ooeleih " pas, Reuters -
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. -nostag ‘ :

- BY CATHERIN ES. VA LENT-E i am very sonythat the hostage, a national. -

: : e _.'of your countsy, has been beheaded. I symipa-:
thize: with the farmky, 1 commlserate with the.
German: people. But I said; we tried, there s’
a masswe operatzon gomg on and I haye j ]ust :

..R.ESIDENT Rodrlgo

many forthe- fajlur - .
'emment thOPS tO S&V@ IU’_ ;.there, the mllltary operatmn has been go»'_ :
= ' Kantn or WhO ingon-for: sometime: afready ; and butwe:
fgen -ustav ‘ ihave failed and so that ha 10 be admit:

has C
‘Abu Sayyaf Group _f(ASG)

: mﬂhon ransom was 1gnored
 Dutertestressed that the govemmentls stic

o its no-ansom pol;cybecause jecleid peopie wﬂl .
: be taken hostage 1f ransam is pasd
e i &Fanledﬂa
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Sorrywetriedtosave

#These’s nothing wrong in ad-
mittinga failure but it's a matter of
policythat we do not sutrender to
the demands of paying 1ansom. It
will just increase the numbers,” be
said in a news conference-

_ TheAbu Sayyaf released 2 yideo
of Kantner being killed by 2 bolo-
wieiding man oB Monday.

Secretary Jesus Dureza, presiden-
tial adviser on the peace Process,
confirmed late Monday night that
the Abu Sayyaf executed Kantner.

“We grieve. as we strongly condernis
the barbasic beheading of yet another
Jidnap vietim, " Dureza said in a state:
ment. “There must be a Stop 10 this
killing ofthe innocent and the helpless.”

Duterte reiterated his oxder to
government forces to crush 1he
Abu Sayyaf Grotup.

+ . "5 {Mindanao] a big place. s not

~ aone-hedtare island thatyou can really
overrun. There are many places whide
.Andfortheﬁxstﬁme,weareevmus&ng
i assets,” {he Dresident said.

“I have {0 jmprove on our night-
flying capability. But we're nearing
that. As a matter of fact, we had an
operation by air and by ground the
other day in Jalo,” he said.

Inhuman

The Department of Foreign Affairs

[IFAY dlsoom Tuesday-extendad

its sympathies 10 the family of

_ Kantner. .

“The Department of Foreigh
Affairs is greatly saddened by the
death of Mr. Juergen Gustav Kank;
ner. We condemn, in the strongest
serms, this cruel and inhuman ag}.
by the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG),
and reiterate our firm resoive 4
pppose terrorism in all its forms,
The Philippine Government will
dp its utmost to ensure that the
perpetraiors of this heinous crime
are brought 1o fustice,” the DA
said in a statement. -

#The Department of Foreign AL

fairs extends its deepest sympathies .

1o the family and friends of Mgj
Kantner and o the Coverniment arg,
the peopje of the Federal Republic
of Germany. We stand in solidarity.
with Germany as it grieves for the
tragic loss of one of its sons to-a

senseless act of violence,” 1t added.
Foreign Affairs Secretary Per-
fecio Yasay Jr. who is attending 2
United Nations event on human
rights in Geneva, also condemned
the brutal kitling b
In November last year, KantneY
and his partner Sabine Merz werd
abducted while sailing in thé
southern Philippine sea.
WITH JAIME PILAPIL

T

- B . 3 5
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..of our recovery effort wztnessed the
p reumon in Malacafiang. . 0
. Ithasbeena long ordeal Rexon was'
_ kzdnapped by armed men together with
' }nsparentsonAugusﬁ 2016. They were
_ brought'to Sulu by thralr_kldnappers

- to their captor' ‘Upon being. released,
. she then sold everything they owned
;._-:mdudmg their. “sari-safi" store. and.
- borrowed moneyfrom fnends andrela- .
; uves_to.pzyfor the release of Elmer and

#Reuhitedﬁ\z;
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B REUNITED FROM A1 -
8-year-old

the boy and continned to keep
him hostage. Uniil we recovered
him.yesterday.

President Duterte, so concerned
about the boy, instructed me to
work on his release without let-
up. Former Sulu Cov Sakur Tan,
his son now incumben: Totoh
Tan and well-meaning Tausugs
provided the needed assistance,

Some three weeks ago | again
went to Sulu together with the

---parents hoping 1o recover Rexen but -

we returned home empty-handed.

It has beena long agonizing ordeal
for him and the family. Their fives
already in shambles due to what
happened, the Romoc couple, with
their elder 15-year-old son had since
left Sibugay and temporarily refocated
outside Meuo Manila with refatives.
The first thing Rexon said when he
was broughtt to me by my emissary
from Sulu was: "Asa si Mama ug
Papa” (Where is Mama and Papa?) |
tried locking for some birthmarks to
identify him.

Just to be sure he was the real

Rexon-we had been looking for;
} asked: "Kinsa imong papa ug
mama?” {what are their names?)
His quick, terse reply: * Elmer ug
Nora!” Bingo!! I hugged him tight,
{ 1 also have a grandson his age.)
Rexon will still undergo some
psychiatric healing after seven
months in captivity and going
through the trauma of firefights
and always on the move as the AFP
conducted its pursuit operations.
‘When NKT1 chief Doc Rose gifted
him with a toy car with “PEACE
LOVE” markings while being medi-
cally examnined, he told me he zlsa

wanted to have a helicopter foratoy.- -

When [ asked why, he told me about
military helicopters occasionally
hovering over them while his cap-
tors sought cover tagging him aiong,
Although from 2 Cebuano- speaking
family, he now used more Tausug
words -- thanks to my emissary,
Edrmund Gumbahali, a Tausug, who
helped me with the translation, He
obviously relished those instances
as he recalled the hovering choppers
with brightened eyes,

. Rexon will have his wished
fatigue-colored helicopter toy
when he goes home for sure,
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AGAYAN DE.ORO CITY - A
soidler ‘was kﬂled in Msanns'

membersin Barangay‘l’mago,
Surlgao del Norte, -

“Report said the msurgents demnated 1
“an improvised expioswe device which-

resulted to the injury of a soldier and
damage of civilian properties.
Martinez said pursult operatmns

captors

The w&eo showed P02 Gerome :

ot ¥ .
Mganwhlle, a police officer; who was
-2l bducted by the rebels last February 9, - -
- -appeared-on You Tube yesterday:fo say

that he was “bezng treated we}l” by his

" viewed hy an unseen femaie

thick w1th vegetahon

Natividad narrated that-on the _»'day
of his.abduction, he was en route to the

= .»Phiii’ppineNaﬁonalPolice'(PNP)regional
" headquarters in Camp Vicente Alagar
“in Cagayan de Oro C1ty w get a medmal

. the protocols on the CARHRIHL (Com-

- prehensive Agreement on the Respect.
" for Human Rights and International

HumanitarianLaw).” -

 poli hei _

: eatandisfedmﬂxbetterfondthanwhat
. the rebels were eating,
Hé said: “They [NPA] are followmg:.
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Soldier dies, militiaman unscathed in Zamboanga del Norte town ambush
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 28): Soldier dies, militiaman unscathed in Zamboanga del Norte
town ambush

Troops are tracking down the gunmen behind the ambush-slay of a soldier early Tuesday in t__bg_ '.
municipality of Sirawai, Zamboanga del Norte.

A militiaman accompanying the soldier emerged unscathed from the incident.

Chief Insp. Jimmy Abrasaldc, Sirawai police chief, identified the fatality as TSgt. Zaldy Caling-Caling, 42, of :

the Army’s 13th Special Force Company.

Unscathed was Dandan Lacsayao, a member of the militia force.

Abrasaldo disclosed the incident occurred around 7 a.m. Tuesday in Sitio Lote. Barangay Saint Mary.
Sirawai, Zamboangza del Norte.

Abrasaldo said Caling-Caling was driving a motorcycle with Lacsayao when four unidentified gunmen
repeatedly shot them.

He noted that Caling-Caling and Lacsayo were traveling to the town proper of Sirawai coming from Narra
Detachment in Barangay San Vicente at the time of the incident.

Foltowing the incident, poficemen in coordination with the military were deployed to scour possible hiding
places of the ambushers.

He said investigation is underway to identify the four gunmen.
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Army troopers discover NPA camps in Kalinga
From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 28): Army troopers discover NPA camps in Kalinga

“A¥mvy troopers Fecently distovered two camps of alleged -New Pooplels-Army-{NPA}in the municipality
of Balbalan after intensified combat operations that have forced the rebels to abandon their base.

ar Jeric Gonzaies, 50th infantry Battalion Civil-Military Officer, said the first camp was

2Lt Edg
discovered on February 14 at barangay Ab-abaan, Balbalan while the other one was on Feb. 23 at Sitio

Guin-ang, Dao-angan, both in Balbalan.

The discovery of the camps was based on tips from civilians who pinpointed the general vicinity where armed
dissidents spliniered info small groups to evade government soldiers.

The 50IB resumed the conduct of focused military operations in their area of responsibility following the lifting
of the unilaterally-declared ceasefire on Feb. 4. Pres. Duierie directed the military to launch an all-out-war after

the failed peace talk with the NDF-CPP-NPA.

rs overran a rebel camp in a remote village in Asipulo town in lfugao following a gun

Earlier, soldig
battie with the NFPA

LTC Gulliver Sefiires, 501B Commanding Officer , lamenied the canceilation of the peace talk but said they
rsue focal peace talks provided the NPAs are sincere, present sensible terms, and the right people

will stilt pu
are involved.

While no peace talk is in the offing, Duterte’s all-out-war policy shall be sustained with pubiic assurance that
human rights are respected, international humanitarian law and rules of engagement are observed, he

assured.

He reiterated the call for NPA members including the militia ng bayan to surrender to avail of the
benefits under the Comprehensive Logal Integration Program or CLIP. CLIP offers P7. 000 re-
integration assistance, P15, 000 immediate assistance, P50, 000 livelihood, remuneration of

surrendered firearm, and Philhealth membership.

http://news.pia.gov.ph/article/view/171 488268137/army-troopers-discover-npa-camps-in-kaltinga
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1 soldier wounded in Surigao Norte clash

Erom the Philippine Information Agency {Feb 28): 1 soldier wounded in Surigao Norte clash

A soldier was wounded and civilian properties damaged after New People's Army {(NPA} rebeis

- sllégedly blasted one improvised explosive-device (IER) in T inago, Malimono, Surigao.del Norte, 9:30. ..

a.m. Monday.

The soldiers under the 30th Infantry Battalion (301B}, Philippine Army encountered the rebels after they
aints by civilians over the alleged harassment and extortion activities of the NPA in

responded to compi
the community.

Lieutenant Colone! Rico Amaro, 3018 commanding officer, identified the wounded soldier as 2Lt

Daniel F. De Guzman.

"This is another violation of the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect to Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law {CARHRIHL} which was the only document duly signed by the GPH and the NDF at the
Hague, the Netherlands, which prohibits the stockpiling of explosives inside or near the vicinity of community

as it will endanger the lives of the civilizns," said LTC Amaro.

“We will continuously intensify our anti-extortion drive against these communist terrorists. As what | had
prorised to the residents of Malimono. We will not allow anymore the NPA to conduct extortion activity,
harassment and other forms of atrocities not only in Malimono but in whoie province of Surigao del Norte,”

Amaro added.
Pursuit operation is ongoing to apprehend the terrorist group.

http://news.pia.gov.phiarticle/view/27 31 488257835/1-soldier-wounded-in-surigao-norte-clash
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Phil Army in E. Samar urges youths to join the organization
From the Philippine Information Agency {Feb 28): Phil Army in E. Samar urges youths to join the organization

—pAround-200-youths-in-Eastern Samar. State University Mavdolong Campus, Maydolong Eastern Samar
narticipated the Information Awareness Drive conducted by army authorities in said area, S

med at encouradging more applicants to join the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

The obiective of the activity is ai

fficer 2t. Dennis $. Carig of the 14th Infaniry Battalion of the Philippine Army toid
fo_drive was about career guidance

Civil Military Operations O
Philippine Information Agency that one of the topics discussed during the in

particularly ori how to apply to become an officer and soldier in the Philippine army.

“Being a soldier is a noble profession, that each individual dedicates their lives for his/her love of the country,” Carig said.

14th 1B Commanding Officer Lt.Col. Manuel Leo Gador said the said activity is also one way of reaffirming the
commitment of the 14th |B in reaching out to the academe and youth sector that would bring inspiration on their role in

nation-building.

“We hope that our partners from the academe followed suit and also be our active partners in molding the youth as agents

of peace and development of our country,” Gador said.

http::’/news.p%a‘qov.phlarticieiview,-‘268‘E488259053/0hi?—arm\f-%n—e-samar—urqes-vouths-to-ioin-tha—crcaﬂization
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Troops clashed with NPAs anew
__From the Mindanao Times (Feb28) Troops clashed with NPAs anew

GOVERNMENT soldiers clashed with the New People’s Army_in Asuncion, Davao del Norte ar.w.d

Kiamba, Sarangani on Sunday, Feb. 28E.
Two bodies of communist rebels and fwo AK

site in Asuncion.

.47 firearms were recovered by soldiers in the encounter

spokesperson of 10th Infantry Division, said troops from ‘60th infaniry Battalion
illa Front 33 in a 40-minute firefight in Sitio_Alungan, Barangay

Capt. Rhyan Batchar,

engaged around 20 rebels of Guer
Sangayen. Asuncion around 10 a.m. on Sunday.

Two MG520 attack helicopters supported the troops with rocket fires at the position of the NPA rebels. -

Meanwhile, in a separate incident, at around 12:45 p.m., troops of 27th Infantry Battalion engaged in @
five-minute firefight the NPA belonging to Guerrilla Front 73 at Sitio Tulad, Barnagay Nalus, Kiamba,

Sarangani,
Reports reaching the 10th 1D revealed that families near the encounter sites have evacuated to safer grounds.

Mifitary and PNP checkpoinis have been established in different areas to prevent the NPA from fleeing the

area.

Maj, Gen. Rafgel Valencia. 101D commander, jauded the troops for their accomplishments.

“We mus! press on the fight and put more pressure on the NPA until they finally realized that armed struggle is
not the sclution to our problems,” he added.

In related news, Lt. Erwin Bugarin, civil- military operations offiger of 8th Infantry Battalion, said the first
incident happened around 5:40 p.m. when armed men stormed the office of a hydro-electric power

plant in Barangay Lumbayao, Valencia City, Bukidnon.

They planted an improvised explosives device inside the buiiding and fired gunshots on their way to escape.

At around 10 p.m. of the same day, undetermined number of NPAs burned two spray trucks of Davco
Aari Venture Corporation in Barangay Merangiran, Quezon, Bukidnon and immediately fled from the

scene.

“They no longer act on their ideals these are simply terroristic act,” Bugarin said. in doing so, they are no less a

terrorists who does nothing but instill fear to the people making their extortion activities unguestioned.”

http://minda naotimes.netfiroops-clashed-with-npag-anaw/
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Minor NPA rebel surrenders in Davao Oriental

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 28): Minor NPA rebel surrenders in Davao Oriental
A minor who served as a regular combatant of the communist New People's Army (NPA) operating in the

~province of Davao -Oriental has surrendered.to the Arm  under the 10th Infantry (Agila) Division.

Captain Rhyan Batchar, 10th ID chief information officer, told reporters on Tuesday that the minor, identified only
d to the elements of 67th Infantry Battalion in Davao Oriental last

as alias Dongkoy, 17 vears of age, vielde
February 17,

He was a member of gquerrilla front 25 of the NPA operating in the boundary areas of Davag Oriental and

Commpostela Valley provinces,

"Dongkoy" is now being processed for turnover to proper authorities particularly the Department of Social Welfare and

Development (DSWD), Baichar added.

Me said under the faw, minors fike “Dongkoy” who had undergone traumatic experiences while with the iawless group

must be handled by capable persons in the DSWD.

Investigations are aiso being conducled to trace back alias Dongkoy's roots - his family members and piace of origin,

Balchar added.

In a separate statement issued to the media on Tuesday, 10th 1D commander Major General Rafael Valencia said the
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its armed wing, the NPA, recruit minors for their armed struggle.

"The communists must spare the chiidren from directly participating in the armed conflict.” Valencia pointed out.

He added that such irresponsible act of the CPP-NPA should be strongly condemned by the Filipino peopie.

Batchar also told reporters of the surrender on Monday affernoon of three reqular combatants guerrilia front 71

of the NPA in Davao Occidental and nine members of the NPA Milisvang Bavan {MB) to the elements of 73rd
infantry Battalion in Barangay Datal Anggas, Alabel town in Sarangani Sarangani province,

He refused to reveal the true identities of the regular NPA rebels and militias for security considerations and pending

investigations and processes.

#The three NPA regulars and nine militias voluntarily surrendered to 73rd 1B {roopers, Among the reasons of their
surrender were hardships, fear and disillusionment o their leaders and the communist movement,” he

emphasized.

Since February 1 this vear, a total of 39 NPA regulars have already returned to the fold of the iaw while 19 high

powered firearms were recovered from the NPAs, Batchar said.

Five of the recovered firearms were brought along by NPA regulars who voluntarily surrendered to the Army, he

added.
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Soldiers

we are able to rescue the remain-
ing hostages and prevent future
kidnapping,” said Afic, who had
earlier vowed to decimate the ASG
and other terrorist groups in the
south in six months.

In Tawi-Tawi, the AFP chiefsald the
mnilitary has enough troops tasked to
go after the Islamic militants.

The military has yet io determine
the number of casualties but Maj.
Richard Enciso, spokesman of the
Philippine Amy’s 1st Infanuy Di-
vision, said there were bloodstains
on the target of mititary operations.

“We sympathize with the family of
M Kantner because unfortunately he
was beheaded by the Abu Sayyaf. But
of course this would even make our
tioops more commitied (o pursue
these perpetrators in order to bring
thern to justice,” Afio said.

Col. Edgard Arevalc, chief of the
AFP Public Affairs Office, said the

military's operations in the past days

have been unrelenting,

“The AFP condemns in the stron-
gest terms this abominable act of
ruthlessness, loathe, and greed of
this evil werrorist group. We commiit
to relentlessty pursue the ongoing
all-out offensives 10 neutralize the
perpetrators of this dastardly crime,”
the AFP official said.

“There will be no let-up in our
operaticns il we have rescued all
the remaining kidnap victims and
we have negated the Abu Sayyaf's
capabilily fo continue 1o fight
government and perpetiate their
Lerrorist activities,” he added.

AFP units continue to seaich for the
remains of Kantner with the help of
the Phitippine National Police {PINF).

Senior Supt. Dionardo Carlos, PNP
spokesman, appealed o the publicto
tefrain from propagating the video
clip of Kantner's execution.

“He rightfully deserves human
dignity even in such gruesome
death, while his family and friends
deserve respect in this time of

grief,” he said
FERNAN MARASIGAN
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- p
" Karithet Was beheacied bythei group_
of Abu Sayyaf leader Muammar

g, .

.'p m. :Sunday in Indanan, Sul s
' The iocatton of the bociy of the : d
.. ofFebru ry 26, 201 :
Guarded by four-heavily ; armed-
men helieved to'be members of the
Abti Sayyaf Group, Karitner was seen
| kneeling and airing his appeal in his
" native German language while an
s unident!ﬁed manwasaiming a Jungle

5 neclc- Another- man was

appeal on video. KANTNER
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" of P30—mlilmn ransom.

us Canadian hostages. They freed.
d a Norwegian hostage affer Pres

dent Duterﬁe assumed office and sought the help' e

of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF).
_ Ma}acanang said later that.if ransom was® pald

it 'was not aware of it, but police sources P30"
- million was paid by the farnﬂy or government of

the Norwegian .
- An all-out mzhtary campalgn mdeed is the
: onIy proper government answer to the kidnap-
- pings by the Abu Sayyaf. The Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) said it has committed 14
battahons to hunt the Abu Sayyaf and has en-

' Buanza, Indanan, Sulu. It was 30 minutespast _ - 
- the deadline they had gwen for the payment

They had done exactly"th.e same thmg Wlth_':;

The natmnai governm i _ ach;
out to various rebel groups in the country - the

" -Aguino government {othe Moro ' Islamic Tibera-

tion Front (MILF) and now the Duterte adminis-
tration to the New People’s Army (NPA) as well
as to the MNLF. These are 'ma;br combat groups
Wzth a Iong hlstory of rebellio m the country.

Mindanao, -

Complicating the situation is the report that -

the' Islamic State, which seeks to establish'a

: caliphate m the M;ddlg East wan_ts_ a b_a_se n "-:.'jnow be lookmg around for:another hostage to

have becnme if;S leadmg Tocal adherents
L. The Islamic State hasbeen suffering’ reverses

whodonot
: talks as the MILF, the
MNLF, or the NPA. The Abu Sayyaf, in partzcular,

“has just killed'a’ forelgn hostage and may, even

ayyaf in six months: Asi in the past we pm our

2T -hopeson. the. capablhty of olir Armed Forces and
1 tel in the fightmg in; Syma and Iraq and there_:}_; L

i ope 1t WIH succeed in 1ts goal

groups like
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An allout: mlmary campaign mdeed is the only proper govemment answertome kfclnapplngs.'
by the Abi. Sayyaf. The Armed Forces of the Phlhppmes (AFP) sald it*has’ commlﬂzeci 14
: th 1 :

“battal

Gomplmnng the sxtuahon is 1}‘1& report that the Is!amlc State which. seeks to establish -
a cahphate in the Middle Eas_t wants a base in. Southeast Asna wrth rts substanhal Musilm

’ suchas ihe Philippines, or become a cyber force of hke~m:nded jihadists ac:tmg lndependen
.faround &e(world but held together by their. sdeology and fund-raising management.- .
.But all that is a future prospect that will have to.give’ way to the problem of the present
~Which'i is, for the: Philippines, the continued operations of the Abu Sayyaf. The AFP chief of -
siaff Gen Eduardo Ano said the AFP uhder- its new commanderain{hlef Pres‘.ldent Duterte .+

AF" has vowedJ;og;wu e out the Abu Sayya insixr
' pability of e F '
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_NPA willing to meet Davao _City Mayor Sara Duterte on peace issues

By: Allan Nawal, Judy Quiros, Karlos Manlupig - @inguirerdotnet
Inquirer Mindanao / 08:16 PM February 28, 2017

Davac City Mayor Sara Duterte Carpic (INQUIRER FILE PROTO)

DAVAQ CITY - The New People’s Army {(NPA) in Southern Mindanao has declared it is wiling to face Mayor

Sara Duterte to talk about the prospects of peace — at least in President Rodrigo Duterte’s hometown — and wili

even be willing to suspend its attacks on government troops during the talks with her.

In a media statement, Rigoberto Sanchez, the spokesperson of the NPA'’s regional operations command, said

they would like to sit down with Mayor Duterte “(f)o pursue lasting peace and advance the welfare of the

masses.”

(The) NPA {is) open to hold talks with Sara Duterte,” Sanchez said, adding that the rebel group’s declaration was

meant to reciprocate the mayor's gesture of wanting to negotiate for peace.

“The Regional Operations Command of the New People’s Army in Southern Mindanao reciprocates the gesture
made by GRP (Government of the Republic of the Philippines) Davao City Mayor Sara Z. Duterte by suspending
for a few hours the NPA operations and ordering any NPA camp in NDF (National Democratic Front) territories in

Davao City and nearby areas to host the talks with her at 2 mutually agreed time and date,"” he said.
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Sanchez said the NPA would be ready to discuss with Mayor Duterte “any matter that she would like to take up
with the revolutionary movement, the duties and responsibilities of the people’s democratic government, the role

of the NPA, the on-going all-out war of the AFP and the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations.”

He.also viewed the offer of talks_as “auspicious” amid the series of clashes in Paquibato and Calinan districts

about two weeks ago — which killed two soldiers and wounded over a dozen other government troops.

These clashes prompted the mayor to offer "a space of peace” to the NPA but added that she wanted to

negotiate with the rebels as a group, and not as individuals.

“t am willing to listen, if the NPA is willing to talk,” adding that she had a plan that could help bring peace, at least

here.

“ .{B)ut | want 1o listen first to what you have to say. My offer is limited by my authority over the area of my

responsibility,” Mayor Duterte said in her message to the rebels.
Her offer of peace came in the wake of her father's firm stand not to resume formal negotiations with the rebels
yet.

“The revolutionary forces recoghize Sara Duterte’s willingness 1¢ talk to the NPA as a group and not to
individuals amid the growing public clamor to resume the suspended GRP-NDFP peace negotiations and

achieve substantial gains in the peace process,” Sanchez said.

However, he said the NPA felt threatened when Mayor Duterie warned that she would leave all to the military if

the NPA declined her offer of peace.

“Mayor Sara must know by now that the AFP is a corrupt, wily and mercenary organization that makes a mockery
of the peace process and continuously sabotages her father's and the NDFP’s efforts at peace every chance it

gets,” Sanchez said.

Despite this, he said that the NPA has been fooking forward to a meeting with the city executive 1o find common

ground for the welfare of the people of Davao.

City Information Officer Jefry Tupas said Mayor Duterte had received the NPA’s response. “She is carefully

looking into it and will come up with a statement in the coming days,” he said.

The military and the police sai¢ they were supporting the mayor's desire to have peace with the rebels.
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“That's a welcome move, we welcome the development. We will be supporting the initiative of Mayor Inday Sara

Duterte” Maj. Ezra Balagtey, the spokesperson of the military’s Eastern Mindanao Command based here, said.

“There will be adjustments but we will obey” Balagtey added.

City police director, Senior Supt. Michael John Dubria, said the mayors move was “geared towards the good of ~

the people and the city.”

“We are looking forward to a positive result,” Dubria said. SFM
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Recto: Gov’'t must crush Abu Sayyaf before resuming ‘Tokhang’
By: Maila Ager - Reporter / @MAgeriNQ
! /02:52 PM E 20

FrrTTrT - R L |
Sen. Raiph Recto. INQUIRER FILE PHOTO/GR!G C. MONTEGRANDE

Before resuming s “door-to-door tokhang operations,” the government should “knock cut” first its higger threats

like the Abu Sayyaf and other locat terrorist groups, newly-installec Senate President Pro Tempore Ralph Recto
said on Tuesday.

Philippine Nationaf Police (PNP) chief Director General Ronald *Bato” dela Rosa earlier expressed readiness to

resume the government's war on drugs, which was temporarily suspended following the afleged involvement of
rogue cops in illegal activities.

But if ever the war on drugs should be scaied up, then it must be to plug the source, said the senator, referring 1o
"shabu factories.”

“To dry up demand, you must stop the supply. It's like a pipe with many holes. Instead of pafching it one by one,

why not just shut off the main?” he said in a statement.

“ wili concede that the war against drugs should continue. But it should be on the manufacturing front. Instead of

knocking on homes, the polfice should be battering down gates of shabu iabs,” he added.
But if there is “one group of addicts” the govermment shouid run after, Recto said, it must be the “murderous Abu
Sayyaf”

“There will be zero public outcry if there will be a rise in the number of Abu Sayyaf killed. It is the kind of body

count the people would welcome,” he said.

“These terrorists have been in the beheading business for 25 years now. lsang henerasyon na. Dapat nang

tuldukan (It has been a generation. It should be stopped now),” the senator added.
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Recto said the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is now the “mest violent criminal syndicate” in the country, noting its

“barbarity” that he said has already made it among Asia’s most brutal groups.

"In terms of damage to the national image, the Abu Sayyaf has caused more than what a hundred drug

~-syndicates-had-done,”-he said.

But because the bandits are still holding 24 hostages, Recto said, the government could not unleash its fuli might
fo crush the group.

“I think even the President can only privately curse them kasi baka magwala at sakian ang mga bihag (because

they might hurt the hostages). Imagine, even the President's trademark in effect has been taken hostage by this

group,” he said. RAM/rga |
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Army, NPA clash rages on in Misamis Oriental

By: Jigger J. Jerusalem - @inguirerdotnet
ingurer Mindanao / 01:40 PM February 28, 2017

INQUIRER FILE PHOTO

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY — Classes in public elementary schools in two viliages in Misamis Oriental were
suspended as a firefight between Army soldiers and New People’s Army (NPA) rebeis that began Monday

continued on Tuesday.

Provincial information officer Nicole Managbanag said they received information from school administrations in

Barangays Matampa in Salay town and in Guinalaban in Sughongcogon that students were advised not to attend
classes due to the fighting.

Managbanag said teachers in the two barangay were told by village officials not to hold classes

early Tuesday morming.
Gerrymae Pasco, local disaster risk reduction and management officer, said no word has reached their office if

residents have moved out of their homes in Matampa and Guinalaban.

“They (villagers) have not evacuated yet as the encounter is still far away but they could already hear gunshots in
the distance,” Pasco said,

She said the provincial government has already prepared food packs, stored in a warehouse, in case the people
in the two villages evacuale,

Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez, spokesperson of the 4th Infantry Division, earfier said the military lfaunched pursuit

operations against the rebels following an encounter on Monday in Barangay Kaulayanan,

Sugbongcogon, where a soldier was killed. CBB/rga
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Provincial gov't monitoring armed conflict in Misamis Oriental
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 28): Provincial gov't monitoring armed conflict in Misamis Oriental

The provincial government of Misamis Oriental is closely monitoring the ongoing armed skirmishes in the

“bordering towiis of the prov|ﬁ'ffé‘;“br“bviﬁci'a!"G‘Uvernw--‘{evﬁenv--#ineent&-Emagm--saidJuesdau

and the communist New People’s Army (NPA) have been locked in a running gunbattle in
ady killed a government trooper,

Government troopers
the hinterlands of Sugbongcogon in Misamis Oriental singe Monday that aire

Lt. Janelle Diaz. spokesperson of the Army's 58th Infantry Battalion (IB) based in Claveria, Misamis Oriental,
identified the lone fatality as Private Oshin Rosala of the 581B.

az said that additional_elements from the 5818 were dispatched Tuesday to the border
trieve the remains of Rosala in the

Backed by artillery fire. Di
of Sugbongeogon and Medina, all coastal fowns, east of Misamis Oriental, to re

encounter site,

er took place in the cutskirt of Kinaulavanan, a hinteriand village, about 18 kilometers

She said that the epncount
south of Sugbongcogon.

According to Diaz, the military has overrun the mobile camp of the NP A rebels in the outskirts of Kinaulayan.,

near the border of Medina, were the running gunbattle took place starting Monday.

“The government troopers recovered medicines. canned goods, boots, water containers and other personal belongings

during an assauit on the rebel's makeshift camp,” she said.

Diaz said that the Army’s 581B launched a combat operation in the borders of the Misamis Oriental and the
province of Bukidnon in pursuit of the armed NPA rebels who conducted a “road block” in the highway of Medina

jast week.

She said that as of Tuesday, the military command has not yet received information of any casualty since Tussday
morning.

Town Mayor Mildred Lagbas of Sugbongcogon said the fighting was “very far” from the Kinautayanan, bui the loud

explosion of cannons from the artiliery and the staccato of gun fires could be heard by the villagers.

" ordered the suspension of classes in Kinaulayanan in deference to the young schoot chiidren who might be affected by

the traumatic experience,” Lagbas said.
Lagbas said that she has also advised villagers to evacuate promptly once the gunbatlle gets near them.

t the effects of the armed conflict in the borders of the hinterlands of

Gov. Emano said that he was worried abou
all in the eastern seaboard of Misamis QOriental, but expressed

the towns of Sugbongcoaon, Medina, and Salay,
optimism that the conflict would not escalate.

“{ am hoping that the armed conflict would remain manageabie in order that mass evacuation and dislocation of the

farmers and village residents in the affected areas would not take place,” Emano said.

He said that the provincial government was on top of the situation considering that the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction

Management Office (PDRRMO) could be mobilized should & mass evacuation take place.
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Emano lamented that unwary residents and villagers always suffer the consequences of an armed conflict between the

government troopers and the NPA rebeis.

He said that in a “war” between the government and NPA, the losers would be the innocent civilians whose livelihood and

peacefui life are affected.

Emano said that he personally supports the re

of the Philippines (GRP) and the Communist Party of the Philippines {CPP} in order that the country could attain fasting

peace.

"Development and progress could only be attained in an atmosphere of peace,” Emano said.
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Military units concentrating in 2 Sulu towns in a bid to recover Kantner's

body

Erom the Philippine News Agency (Feb 28): Military units concentrating in 2 Sulu towns in a bid to recover

—-antners-body-

Military units are now concenfrating in indanan-Parang. Sulu in a bid to recover the remains of German national
Juergen Kantner who was beheaded by Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) terrorists Sunday hight.

This was disclosed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo in Tuesday's

briefing.

Searches are being conducted in these locations as terrorists were spotted there.

Arevalo did not give other details for operational and security reasons. _ . _ e

Despite Kantner's beheading, operations will continue until the military has successfully rescued the estimated 32
hostages stilf in ASG hands, the AFP officiat added.

"There will be no let up in our operations until we have rescusd all the remaining kidnap victims, AFP units will continue 1o
search for the remains of the Mr. Kantner 1o be handed to his bereaved family and to afford him decent burial he

deserves,” Arevalo said.

Kantner was kidnapped by the ASG bandits while his yacht "Rockall” was cruising off Sulu waters last November,

His companion. 56-year-old Sabine Meriz, was shot and killed by the bandits and allegedly raped.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

&%




