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Jungle Fighters encounters NPA members

in Rodriguez Rizal
" Mivision encountered an undetermined number of armed members

Troops of the 2nd Infaniry *Jungle Fighter
2. 2017, 800 in the morning, at So Lam-aw, Brgy Puray,

of the New Peopie’'s Army (NPAS) today, March
Rodriguez, Rizal.
r a resident in the area tipped-off the presence

dated in order to faunch a tactical offensive at
rmer supporter known as Ka Egay at

© The said encounter which lasted for 10 minutes happened afte
of the armed rebels. The report says the NPA terrorists consoli
Patrol Base Apia in Brgy Calawis, Antipolo City, and to liquidate their fo

Sitio Dapis, Brgy. Puray, Rodriguez, Rizal.

No casualties was reported from the government side while on the side of the enemies is still undeterminad.

or General Rhoderick Parayno, Commander of 2nd Infantry Division, the troops in the area

According to Maj
ans in order to track down the fleeing rebels.

are still conducting pursuit operati

erminated by the NPAs, and later by the government, the

Meanwhile, as per record, after the ceasefire was t
ecovered four high-powered firearms along with various

21D has already neutralized two NPA leaders, and
ammunitions and explosives.
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CAREER GUIDANCE | 14IB Conducts Info

Drive to 9@ Youths of Maydolong

CLECTRSER
Brgy Dao, Oras-— Your Army in Eastern Visayas thru personnel of 14™ |nfantry (AVENGER) Battalion,
Philippine Army facilitated an information Awarenese Drive to two hundred {200) youths from the Eastern
Eastern Samar last February 23, 2017,

Samar State University Maydolong Campus, Maydolong,
The topic discussed was the Career Guidance on how io apply to become an officer and scldier in the

Philippine Army.
This Information Awareness Drive was initiated by the 14" |B to encourage more applicants to join the
profession of arms to supplement the needs of the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 2Lt. Dennis § Carig, CMO
Officer of 14" 1B, emphasized that “being a soldier is a noble profession, that each individual dedicates their

lives for his/her love of the country.”. Leaflets about the Army recruitment were also distributed to the youths for

ir reference.

Commanding Officer Lt. Col. Manue! Lec Gador reaffirms the commitment of 14" 1B in reaching out to the
to bring inspiration on their role on nation-building. “We hope that our

academe and youth sector in order
partners from the academe followed suit and also be our active partners in moiding the youth as agents of

peace and development of our country,” Gador said.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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8ID Renders Send-off Ceremony to Newly

-Enlisted- Privates

g -
Tl T bl
gl L@l

CAMP GENERAL VICENTE LUKBAN, CATBALOGAN CITY ~ A send-off ceremony was rendered to the 242
newly enlisted privates of this Command during the Monday Flag Raising at Openiano Field on February 27,
2017.
- The newly enlisted privates will report 1o the line units of the 8" Infantry Division in Fastern Visayas and
units deployed in Mindanac 1o carry out their mandated task in sustaining operation against any lawless

elements that disiurbed the peace and development of our nation.
Tne newly enlisted privates were biessed by Capt. John O. Geronimo, the Division Chaplain to keep them

safe all the time while performing their duties.
Brig. Gen. Cesar M. idio, the 8D Assistant Division Commander, in his message reminded the newly

enlisted privates the difficult process they went through before they became part of the AFP. “"As new soldiers,
love and take care of your profession. Your job wilt bring a better iife not only for you but also for your family.
Likewise. respect each human rights, rule of law and international humanitarian faw. Always remember, the
security of the people lies on you. May the Lord bless you every day to bring you success in your chosen

profession,” Idic added.
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Capitol offers P300,000 to rebel surrenderees

From the Sun Star-Bacolod {Mar 2): Capitol offers P300,000 to rebel surrenderees
THE Negros Qccidental Provincial Government is offering as much as P300,000 to communist rebels

. .who will surrender to the authorities.

do Marafion Jr. during the turn-over of command ceremony

This was announced Wednesday by Governor Alfre
Camp Major Gerona, Murcia town.

of the 303rd Infantry Brigade of the Philippine Army in

eech, said the provincial government will give a maximum of P300.000 for every rebel

Marafion. ina sp

. returnee.

“This is on top of the Comprehensive Local Integration Program (Clip) program benefits,” the governor

said.

Clip, introduced by the Department of Interior and Local Government, is a collaborative program of the
provincial government and the Philippine Army aimed at providing psycho-social and socio-economic security

to former rebels to guide them to become productive members of the societly.

tions in giving ouf the financial assistance, adding that their names

Marafion said there will be condi
wili have to be verified by the Army first.

The governor said the rebel returnee can get as much as P300,000 if he/she will aiso surrender high-

powered firearms. If none, he could get P100,000.

Marafon said he had been calling on the members of the New People’s Army (NPA) to go back to mainstream

society because war is useless.

With the new program, the governor said he is hopeful that many rebels will surrender.

the mountains, With this program, it could help their

They have tc endure rain, heat, and hunger in
i and improve their tives,” the governor said.

B) i by
LRIy g, o engu

livelihood. They could send their children to schoo

Mass recruitment

Major General Jon Ayind, commander of the Army’s 3rd infantry Division based in Capiz, said there is

“mass recruitment” of rebels in the region.

He said the NPA has fo recruit because many have jeft the rebel movement.
dding that the rebels prefer no ceasefire so they can have “full

“There's mass leave,” Aying said, a
dent that peace will be achieved in a few years time,

influence” on the communities. Aying said he is confi
but “we have to work together from the grassroots.

There should also be an effort from the community level.”

Marching order
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Aying’s marching order to the new 303rd IB commander, Colonel Eliezer Losafies, is to take charge of
"focus operations,” which means more effort on combat operations, civil military operations, intelligence

operations, and delivery of basic services.

—rseaficseaid he s thankful forthe support-of the provincial.gevernment as. it Is.a big hoost tothe Armysantiz.ooe

terrorism campaign. He added that he would continue what his predecessor, Brigadier General Francisco
Delfin, has started.
hitp://www.sunstar.com ph/bacolod/local-n ews/2017/03/02/capitol-offers-p300000-rebel-surrenderees-528705
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All-out attack follows beheading of a Germarn

Sy Florante $. Solmerin and Francisco Tuyay

[VE Abu Sayyaf Group terrorists were killed while dozen

. others—ncluding 11 soldiers—were wounded as the

& mulitary pressed 1ts assault Wednesday on enemy positions
in Indanan, Suly, 2 military spokesman said Thursday.

The latest encounier occurred at 3:15 pm. in Ba-
rangay Bud Taran when members of the Znd Seout
Ranger Baualion attacked terronists believed 10
be holding hostages, said Capt. Ju-Anm Petnglay,
spokesperson of the Western Mindanao Command.

“}leavy skinmishes ensued resulting m the
wounding .ol & soldier, while 10 other personnel

Next page
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'.ég'ainst'.tﬁe':ﬁbsiBayyéf_-in A d -Teodulfo Bautista Hospital.and v ayyat will feel the wrath the entire

of Suli‘since Monday following ihe  miediately given medical attention -+ Filipmo. igh rengthiof |

‘peheading of JurgeniGUStév:Kanmen. o “The Joint Task Force Silu contin- - the military " T D

s Germa national heldhostage by the u'es_t_ointe’ns_ifymeconductpf'OﬁEnSives . He said that based on intelligence -

. bandits since No : i sinstthe Abu Sayyafto néutralize the ‘report there are aboiit 300" Abu Sayyaf |
0 /'Sobejana-a récipient of the Medal pandits and ensure the safe rescue of armed with high-powered firearms.” - !
" of Valot, the highest AFP medal for ‘the remaining hostages. All measures o Even _béf_ozf.e_'-"thé'.beheading";%ithe;-:g

‘praveryin 0 ; )

combat ~lias ordered ground are being umdertaken in dccordance - “Yoiit Task Force has been pounding.
e aults on-Abu Sayyafl <in  with the rulesof engagement and with = Abu Sayyaf lairs with 105mm- howit: ;
TR Wednesday afternoon; at ledst five - and the popuiace; gaid Majo Géneral - Philippine:
Abu Sayyaf bandits were Killed while Carlito'G. Galvez Jr., e commanderof - to-ground. rockets.
scores-of others, including 11 ‘soidiers, th'eWesterﬂ"wﬁﬁdaﬁae-'commaﬁd;-- + . gunsthe pastweekinan
were wounded in following an encoun- Galvez said {hie command is right “Kantper. © e ey
ter with government roops. - - .- now at an advantage since the jocal .~ Some of the IgoVernmeht'troops“
-~ Army Captain Jo-Ann D. Petinglay, government unit, the Moro National pursuing the terrorists are ‘equipped -
the spokeswoman of the AFP’S Western Liberation Front (MNLF), the Moro - with night vision goggles. .-
indanao Command (WestMinCom), Tslamic Liberation Front (MILF), and - Lorenzanosaid the AFP will buy ad--
aid the -_-erg_eauhte;_j;z_p?mgen.-ztﬁé_;@g, the traditional leaders are helping the ‘ditional night vision devices to up| rade-
" Sayyat and soldiers from-Join Task - governmer th’oopsmﬁghﬂngter‘ronsm eic fighting capability at night
. Force Sulu took place in Indanan, Sulu, . by means of giving {tiformation; thus;: “We will buy mo; 150
““at about 5:15 pam. Wednesday, amid the. . resulting in the decisive encounter on - Lorenzanasaid. - . _ g
intensified vfensive against the ASG., Wednesday. = - PR R " Night vision gopgles'enable the-
which is stfll bolding at least 30 hos- . «Terrorism is a sickening problem - soldiers to operate at night and see the’

tages, comprising of a Dutch national, = thatneeds all sectors of society’s coop- - enemy where they are hiding during
- 12 Viethamese, sevenl indonesians, i eration for itto be deféated. With the combat at night. P o
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S its own
Kantner's bodyg however has

' ‘dhe P3o—mllhon ransom.
7| ‘Lorenzana - said he was
__.-qleepiy sadden

na longer deserved to

ed. by what hap- . _
peheading as the most hieitions e

_of crimes against humanity by’
* 4 group which'has made terror--
ism theirbusiness. -
- "W extend our most heart—-

ned o Kantner at the'hands .
the _terronsts whose hame,

réilable “sourées;

yet to be found.
Lorenzana descrlbed the

.th Te

v their part to dtspose ‘of Kanmer
rermains at the momient. . :
Andolong said both the

Phrhppxne and ‘the German
gOvVernments were firm -on the
no-ransom policy and chd not
deal With terrorists.

He said that asof iés"c cuunt B
Ie 33 hostages—12

: sonaliy,” he saxd
He sajd there were already_:
movements on‘the ground be- - '
‘ing made by the AFP, inchuding - -
a reshuffle of. ground comman: .
dérs; in Mindanao'to better ad-‘ i
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ommunities that the bandits have already ‘established. -
‘Hesaida good nuimber of civilians and some dubious per
g the provinice have been providing help
“ for financial considerations:
© The military has deployed t}
ongflolds of Bdsﬂan,
e .

. c‘o‘niphcahngo
a m;hta}:y that is Wary ofi mcurnng civiliat- )

. 'Tt i common knowledge that partof
- -theh ndreds of million in ransom money’.
.~ ‘that the bandits have amassed from fhe1rj :

= _sonaimes in‘the; provmce for protechon g
.. ‘Without this urtholy alliance; the. ban-
E dits would have lonig been decimated by
" 'the 14 battalions of soldiers deployed to”
' :t'rack them down and resctie the hostages.

o "Without going into. details, thev (Abu

_ _-Savyaf) ‘have support structires. ‘among
~the public.and t}us has"to be addressed e

. 'Andolong said. . o

- Defense Secretaly Delfm Lorenzana or-

“dered the Armed Forces of the Philippines®
' (AFP) to implement a different approach -

- to addréss the prevailing alliance between
“civilians and the Abu Sayyaf bandits.. .

-~ Without elaborating, Andolong said

'the military actions against the bandlts
will henceforth be different.”

e bandit

' mdanaoan, is: very semous'a '
: _w1th this probierr_x,

_ -wﬂl be apphed agamqt the-bandits.

mnghoqtageqarebemghamper d by the u'pport 'fcmh

The defense chief1s angry-and sad be-

” Andolong é.ICf
'rLoren?anav'o | th

+“ Deseribing h EXECL'ttl ar
‘s the most heinous of crimes against |
manity, Lorerizana assured the fe :

the victim that the full force of the military

s -With ]ohn Unson:::;.
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hilipp

ymed Forces of the
(AFP);spokesma
Brigadier General Restituto
; Padilla said on Thursday the
. beheading of Juergen Gustav Kantner

by Abu :Sayyaf bandits is a humbling

. experience fof the military. .

" The Abu Sayyat killed the 70-year-
0ld German after the P30-million ran-
som wasnobpaid. o e

O imbling fo admit that we

failed to rescue this foreigner in time-
and so with the_-.qthe_r_~lddnap_}rictim_s :

sirice this issue 16 no simple matter".
Padilla said, 0

1At Force

... Padilla;said. .

"We have lost good men in this fig
an w’e'vidu-:hevef.ie't"go.'unti_i_iigfé{g'etth
mission done. That is our commitment
i0 our people and the Command
Chief No less than the Chief of ‘Staff -
has said so,"Padillasaid: .o e
. AFP Public Affairs Office Chief Ma=
rine:Colonel Edgard Arevalo said ‘the
 military has:Sent its best corimanders’
" and seasoned soldiers; airmen,sailors -
- and marines to the front to huint down
.. the Abu Sayyaf. - o RS Sk
"There are sufficientpersonneland
‘combat stpport whereéwithal alread

. =ramem'on“thé-gr'puﬁdzisﬁqgep;mqted'

P!
and goesija'cili-éﬂong-Way.inébﬁnhis'tdrys_': '

This is why we have been pushing fora -
holistic approach that requires target-
- ing systemic issues that are economic,
" cultural; social, political, ete,” he said..
" . The killing of Kantner will further
motivate the Armed Forces to work
doubly hard in crippling the enemy,

~iSineelast N ember, or following:
" Kantner's abduction, 15 soldiers have .
" been killed and over a ‘hundred were deployedin Sulu vent
“wounded in efforts of rescuing the Ger- . ment has ulated and
- 'maniand other kidnap vietims: o intelligence drive 1" Arevalo:

L
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"

ans an

_the = The ASG earlier sax g
'and  behead Kantner if thell &
ta 3_._-'mﬂli'or_i__ransom.'are'."l_ldj_:__ ai
- ‘before 3 p.m. of February 26, -

Kaiitnor was kidnapped by the
ASG bandits. while his yacht .
"Rockall was cruising off Sulu
Cwaters last Novertber. /- - PHA

“Not t
erman i
| Philippine government uderstand
| ‘each othex that e haye a firm To .
{"ranisom policy s far 25 W '
| -concerned,” DNDpit
hiof Arsen

iefin

government:
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ppine National Police {(PNP) and .

“&f the Philig
Forces of the P

piesil.
- in behalf of the Filipino pe
the government. . -
A President Duterte firs

at Disterte apologized

+ issued

hilippines (AFP) also if his capaci
chief. The la PO

ople and denDut te th Mmaks
TN thiese foreigh gOVErTUments. 1 s S
. To the officers and men of the AFP, the President’s gesture

served to heighten their résolve to gather st

tunate but highly statesi
e such apology onie after the other to

pport of all Filipi-

D it Koren [0 the death o Jee oo, hos ohelp themuliary and thecuv an govemment putarend
 The south Kosemn nalona] e oo Con tothe Abi eyl T e AT deded.
e e e
: : ‘__?ué'séay',_il?x_-éi:»id'ehtDﬁtezfé.madé'anbther.apo OgY, Al whousehgh—s dbonts, Ladilia o dthe-
' this e to the family, government and people of Germany : fh}z’?fv gggﬁgggiﬁ;gj a-;P' f P

" for the kidnap-slay of Juergen Gustav Kantner. The German.

““national ‘was beheaded by

" their P30 million ransom demand wasnot met. Kantrier, 70,

- was held by -the Abus in Jol

L He and his woman companicn Sabine Metz were seized
by thebandits'from their 53-foot vacht while sailing riear
 Sabah in eastern Malagsia. Merz was shot dead when she

" ried our best: We have been there; the rilitary operation

the Abu Sayyat bandits after

o'for more than‘three months.

mgno

" assat is capable of loading tréﬁps*ahd-_heéwZeqmpmentnbt-
- only. for militaty operations buit also for disaster rescue and
relief activities, Jt has three helipads and ¢ould take two more
helicopters below deck and fastspeedboats; hesaid. - -
. The first Sealift vessel of the Navy was delivered-early
last year duting the adninistratiori of former president Be-

“Noy" Aquino. Hence, it was named BRP Tarléc; as in

;

ditoresistthebandits. - oon oo o o R erniblika tig Pilipias in honot
g st SRS T
Sughthismessage about the latést Abu atr ity “Wereally — Pol ECOnNAOne Lo, o bt
5 wairocity. Sy really - admiinistration naturally will De ned:as BRE Davao

del'Suy, obviously in honer of President Duterte's province:

has been going on for some time already but w h :
¢ : : ¥y Rt __e_- ave ' Gen. Padilla cited a bit of history intrying fo inderscore

" failed,” the President frankly admitted. -

the need for cooperation of .ﬂe_i_ghboj_r'sﬁg‘_couﬁtries like

_The President made it cleat the Philippine 0 = _ : ; :
: ippine government China, Indonesia and Malaysia to interdict these modern~

did not surrender its “noransom” policy because it wotlld

only enablethe Abusto grow:in fuumber. Much earlier, the
former Davao City Mayor revealed they have confirmed

‘ repdr_is the Abtis have been trying to assodiate themselves
with the Tslamic State (IS) extremists, an interriational ter-
. ror groap also known for beheading their hostage victims -

ofSuliasa

_ day pirates doirig the same kind of barbaric acts. 2.
By way of trivia, Gen’ Padillarecalled how the Philippines
got to'owm an island off Mindariao - without metitioning the
“sarne of the island for obvious reasons. Thie King of Brunei
Darussalam gave thisisland (referring taSabah) to the Sidtan
; areward in going aftér maraudinig pirates whoalso -

while taping it in viden afid uploading it i ia :
ping uploading it on social media. beheaded their victims, he quipped. .~

. * The beheading of Kani--

" fiér ‘was the first one since

the ‘administration of Presi- -

dent Duiterte. Betore this

latest incident, Canadian

nationals John Ridsdel and
Robert Hall were beheaded
© by the Abus in April and
June last vear, respectively.

OFF

\CE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLI

-He'teported to us during our weekly '-Kaﬁiiién'-svtf Mamla

It was very unfor- - W s 1 TWe JUTET S
AR e Bay at Cafe Adriatico in Malate there are still 31'hostages
tunate but hlghly iny::aptivity_ by the kidnap bandits held in their vaﬁgﬁs
statesman of President lairs around their stronghold areas in Basilan, Sulu and
-Dutex_'te to make such Tawi-tawi,or collecively called asBaSulTa. Still being held
apology one after the hostages include 12 Viemamese; seven Indonesians; five

other to these foreign
governments.
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i a 3
. -aleas where they can freely move around: :
Witk so much money they have amassed. from thelr
'kxdnap—for-ransom activities, the Abus have nét only ac-
quired. high-powered firearms but have also been buying
“fheloyalty of the local Folks. This is “why, Padilla pointed
-'--out the military could notkeep. pm down the i‘:andltra mov:
: ad with their hostages:. :
Padilla echoed AFP’S support to Premdent
ring d V_elopma in

1

T Thas,
‘Diuterte’s economic Programs
* ‘Mindanao'to put an‘end:t

_.Abu Sayyaf i

845.0555 Local: 5285, 5295
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| nagsagawa . v nakila : g i}
‘Askali alias AbuRamiHumihing i:ng P30°‘million ang.
mga bandido. Dinukot i Juergen at asawa niiong’
{ si Sabine Merz noong Nobyembre 2016. Nanlaban si
{ Sabine kayabinarilito, = -
1 . ‘Marami pang susunod na biktirha kung hindi mag-
| sasagawanang sunud-sunod napagsalakay ang
| AFP. Hindi titigil-ang mga terorista sa pangingidnap
1 hangga't nakikita nilang ‘may nagbiigay hg ransom..
1 Kaya isa lamang ang solusyon sa probama — pil-
| Noong nakaraang taon, dalawang Canadian ang.
| pintgutan ng mga bandido. Ang una ay si John Rids-
1 del; 68, na hiningian ng P20 milyong ranisom subalit
hindi nakatupad:ang pamilya. Ang ikalawa ay si Ao~
1 bert:Hall, 66, :na pinugutan noong Hunyo 2016 nang.
't hindi rin.maibigay ang hinihinging ransom. Si Rids-
it delatHall, kasama ang Norwegian hotel manager.
1 na si Kjartan Sekkingstad at Pinay nasi Marites Flor’
| ay kinidnap noong Setyembre 21,.2015 habang nasa:
{ isang resort sa Samal Isiand,:Davao del Norte. :Na-:
palaya naman sina Kjartan Sekkingstad at Marites.
4 4Ang AFP na mismo ang nagsasabi na kakauntl
| na tamang ang mivembro ng Abu Sayyaf. Kung ka-
kautti, ‘bakit hirap na hirap silang durugin ang mga’
ito;: Bakit nakakalusot sa kanila at patuloy na naka-
kapangidnap.© - T
- ‘Bakit hindi rin dukulin ng military ang mga ka-.
anak ng Abu Sayyaf para mapilitang sumuko ang.
Y mgaterorista, . TN R
1 "0 kung magsasagawa ng opensiba sa lugar ng,
Sayyaf, paaalisin muna ang g4 fesidentie at saka
| bagsakan ng bomba.-Kung hindi ganito ang gaga-:
T win;wala nang pag-asang malipol ahg mga-Kam--
pon ng demonyo. .~ . L T I
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" AFP deploys missile firing naval gunb

" ‘Basilan is being boosted with the deployment for the firs

' Lorenzana, a retired major general of the Phi

Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

GME NEW

oat to Sulu vs Abu

Sayyaf
From the Philippine News Agency (M
Sayyaf

ar 2} AFP deploys missile firing naval gunboat to Suju vs Abu

-out offensive against the Abu Sayyaf terrorists hiding in the jundles of Sulu and _
t time of naval _qunboats armed with surface- -

The government’'s all

to-surface missiles, according to Defense Secretary Delfin N. Lorenzana.

n exclusive interview with PNA on Wednesday, Lorenzana said the surface-to-surface missiles are the
{PN) as the modernization of the Armed Forces of the

ina
latest weapons acguired by the Philippine Navy

Philippines (AFP) which is long overdue.
The Joint Task Force Sulu of the military presently commanded Army Col. Cirilito Sobejana. has

mounted a relenting offensive against the Abu Sayyaf in the ‘sland of Sulu since Monday following the
beheading of Jurgen Gustav Kantner, a German national hostage by the Abu Sayyaf since November last

year.

Sobejana, a recipient of the Meda! of Valor, the highest AFP medal for bravery in combat, has ordered a

ground and air assaults on Abu Sayyaf lairs in the jungles of Sulu without {etup.

med with surface-to-surface missites against the terrorist

Lorenzana said the deptoyment of naval gunboats ar
R Duterte to crush once and for all the Abu Sayyaf.

group shows the determination of President Rodrigo
He condemned the Abu Sayyaf for beheading Kantner, who had not committed a wrong doing against the
terrorist group, adding that beneading is inhuman.

ppine Army, and a highly decorated combat officer as

commander of the famed Scout Rangers of the Philippine Army, said he expects the AFP 1o crush the Abu

Sayyaf in a year.

He said that based on intelligence report there are about 300 Abu Sayyaf armed with high-powered firearms.

the Joint Task Force has been pounding Abu Sayyaf lairs with 105mm howitzers

Even before the beheading,
Air Force {PAF), using air-to-ground rockets and MB0 machine guns

and helicopter gunships of the Philippine
the past week in an effort to rescue Kantner.

Some of the government troops pursuing the terrorists are equipped with night vision goggles.

Lorenzano said the AFP will buy additional night vision devices 10 upgrade their fighting capability at night.

“We will buy more for our soldiers,” Lorenzana said.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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s a source of national pride.

Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that i

- Night vision goggles enabie the soldiers 1o operate al night and see the enemy where they are hiding during

combat at night.

p?idn=1 &sidx&nidﬁ‘i &rid=068550

et WW-pNa. gov.p hfindex.ph
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5 ASG terrorists killed, 11 troopers hurt in latest Sulu clash

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 2): 5 ASG terrorists kilied, 11 troopers hurt in latest Sulu clash

ported killed while 11 soldiers were slightly wounded

Five Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) terrorists were re
by shrapnel during encounter in Sulu Wednesday afternoon.

The incident took place 5:15 p.m., said Western Mindanao Command (WMC) spokesperson Capt. Jo-ann

Petinglay on Thursday.

used military operations against the bandit group in indanan

The clash stemmed from ongoing foc
town, of the said provinge.

Heavy fighting took piace when troopers from the 2nd Scout Ranger Battai.i“o.n .flﬁshed‘ an

undetermined number of ASG terrorists.

in the encounter, five bandits were killed and undetermined number wounded while 11 soldiers were

slightly wounded by shrapnel.

Petinglay said all the wounded soldiers were promptly evacuated 1o Kuta Henera! Teodulfo Bautista Hospital

and were immediately given medical attention.

u continues fo intensify the conduct of offensives against the Abu Sayyaf to
maining hostages. All measures are heing

d with the support from the local government and

"The Joint Task Force Sul
neutralize the bandits and ensure the safe rescue of the re

undertaken in accordance with the rules of gngagement an
the populace,” said WMC commander Major General Carlito G. Galvez, Jr.

http:l!www.pna.gov,phfindex.php’?idn=‘l &sid=&nid="1&rid=968521
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NGCP tower in Cotabato bombed

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 2): NGCP tower in Cotabato bombed

ppines (NGCP) reported Thursday that its Tower

Power-grid operator National Grid Corp. of the Phili
.Cotabato was bombed Wednesday evening.

The NGCP said in a statement that 'no major damage on the tower” was sustained in the first bombing

of NGCP towers this vear.

The Sy-led firm however stressed that bombings only "serve to increase the burden of the public, which must

suffer through service interruptions-when towers are hombed”.

The company said inspection of the tower and repair will start as soon as the area is secured.

it also urged the local government, Philippine Nationat Police, Armed Eorces of the Philippines, local

community ieaders and the public tc help identify the bombers.

http://www.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=&sid=&nid=&rid=968566
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North Cotabato solon proposes Mechanized Agri Battalion to

win war vs. rebellion
From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 2): North Cotabato solon proposes Mechanized Agri Battalion fo

win war vs. rebellion

A member of North Cotabato's provincial board has urged the defense and agriculture de.;.}.értments to
establish a Mechanized Agriculture Battalion (MAB) in support of President Duterte’s thrust to attain

peace and food sufficiency.

North Cotabato 3rd District Board Member Socrates Pinol said under his pronosed MARB, the military
will be deploved to rebel infested areas to heip farmers harvest their crops using rice ha_rjvesters, corn

sheiler. mobile grain harvesters and other state of the art agriculture equipment. o
Pinol stressed that the government should set an unconventional warfare by using mechanized farm

equipment instead of mechanized battalion using artiliery and canons,

“L'a¥'s bring fhe war against the rebels in an uncommon ground 'bééai}éé}{he real battle fields are in the
hearts of the people specifically in rebel stronghold communities wherein the rebeis have very strong

mass suppott.” he explained.

“What if instead of bringing tanks, they will just bring farm machinery wherein farmers can avail of it for free or
at a very fow cost then bring the harvest of the farmers to the market using military trucks?” Pinol said.

He stressed that it will be cheaper and very effective approach if farm machinery will be fieided in this areas
than tanks and canons,

“Tanks are very expensive and disastrous while rice harvesters are cheap and very effective approach in
swaying public sympathy,” he explained.

Pinal said a tank can exterminate a whole community of rebel supporters but it can never extinguish people’s
disgust against the government.

Anger, Pincl said, can never be doused off but hostility will sprout again and be carried out by the next

generation.

"“The reason poor peopie sympathized with the rebels is because the rebels were able to emphasize
government’s neglect. Rebellion is born out of peoples’ disgust. The battle cry of the rebels becomes legilimate

as they capitalize in government's long time neglect,” he said.

“If our soidiers wili be the channel of change and progress for these farmers in rebel infested areas, the
negative impression will slowly change,” he said.

“Win peoples support in rebel infested areas by addressing government neglect, help farmers become

productive,” he stressed.

When his proposal is realized, Pinol said the war against the rebels will be won without firing & single shot.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

The provincial board member is the younger brother of Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Pinol.
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