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ISSUED AT: 5: 00 PM 04 MARCH 2017
VALID BEGINNING: 5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PM TOMORROW

SYNOPSIS: 'NORTHEAST MONSGDN AFFECTING LUZON. EASTERLIES AFFECTING THE EASTERN
:SECTiON QF VISAYAS ANQ OF MINDANAO.

FORECAST. CLOUDY SKIES WiTH HGHT RAINS I8 EXPECTED OVER THE ! k.
| REGIONS OF CAGAYAN VALLEY, CORDILLERA AND THE PROVINCE OF AURDRA. '
PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH ISOLATED LIGHT RAINS WILL BE
EXPERIENCED OVER METRO MANILA AND THE REST OF LUZON. PARTLY
CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH ISOLATED RAINSHOWERS OR
THUNDERSTORMS WILL PREVAIL OVER THE REST OF THE GOUNTRY.

~ MODERATE TO STRONG WINDS BLOWING FROM THE NORTHEAST | |
WILL PREVAIL OVER LUZON AND TS COASTAL WATERS WILL BE MODERATE TO
ROUGH., ELSEWHERE, WINDS WILL BE LIGHT TO MODERATE COMING FROM g .
THE NORTHEAST WITH SLIGHT TO MODERATE SEAS. R =

1= :‘z;& |-k

PAGTAYA: MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY MAHIHINANG PAG-ULAN ANG !NAASAHAN SA MGA REHIYON
NG CAGAYAN YALLEY, CORDILLERA AT SA LALAWIGAN NG AURORA. BAHAGYANG MAULAP HANGGANG SA
MAULAP “NA KALANGITAN NA MAY PULU-PULONG MAHIHINANG PAG-ULAN ANG MARARANASAN SA
KAMAYNILAAN AT SA NALALABING BAHAGI NG LUZON, BAHAGYANG MAULAP HANGGANG SA MAULAP NA
KALANGITAN NA MAY PULU-PULONG MGA PAG-ULAN O PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG lIRAL SA NALALABING
BAHAGI NG BANSA.

KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MALAKAS NA HANGIN MULA SA RILAGANG-SILANGAN ANG HRAL SA
LUZON AT ANG MGA BAYBAYING DAGAT NITO AY MAGIGING KATAMTAMAN HANGGANG SA MAALON. SA
[BANG DAKO, ANG HANGIN AY MAGIGING MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMAN MULA SA HILAGANG-
SILANGAN NA MAY BANAYAD HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG PAG ALON NG KARAGATAN.,

EZXT REMES OF THJPERATUREA&D RELATIVE HUMIDITYFOR THE 24-HR PERSOD ENDIH G AT 4:00 PA TODAY AND REGORDEEJ AT
PAGASA WEATHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, DILIMAN, QUEZON CITY:

MAXIMUM FEMPERATURE: MAXIMUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
3:15 PM TODAY ........... 20.0 °C 5:00 AM TODAY ......... 84 %
MINIMUM TEMPERATURE: MINIFUN RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
5:00 AM TODAY ..., 236°C 3:00 PM TODAY .......... 66 %
' TIDAL PREDICTION ALONG MANILA BAY ASTRONOMICAL INFORMATION
{COURTESY OF NAMRIA) OVER METRO MANILA
LOW TIDE TORAY: ' ‘ MOONRISE! MOONSET
G20 PM ...oeve.. 0.11 METER SUNSET! SUNRISE &ILLUMINATION
HiGH TIDE TOMORROW: SUNSET 7ODAY: MOONSET TODAY:
318AM ........... 0.41 METER 8:05 PM 11:31PM
L OW TIDE TOMORROW: SUNRISE TOMORROW: MOONRISE TOMORROW:
7126 AM crvorreennr 0.28 METER 8:11 AM 11:24 AM
HIGH TIDE TOMORROW: SUNSET TOMORROW: ILLUMINATION TOMORROW:
284PM,......... 0.B6 METER 8:06 PM 41%

IFOR MORE INFORMAW AND QUERIES PLEASE CALL AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 827-1335 OR LG ON TO WWW PAGASA DOST.GOVPH.
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STORY BY LEILA B.SALAVERRIA AND JAYM EET.GAMIL

The US Department of State has quietly released its annual
report on human rights around the world, with the
Philippines cited as a country where instances of
extrajudicial killings have risen sharply. As a result, the US
government is closely scrutinizing arms purchases for

the police and the mllltarv by Manila, an aff:(:lal warned E
Q ; o : m; ) :

¥
¥

gw.suspe'cted drug dealers:

. nghts cond1t1ons m neariy
cnpntnes and territories an
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“r'state-sponsored killings:
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- OFFICE

"According to - the- ‘report:
bilippine - police ‘and * vigi~'
ntes*killed more than '6,000¢

and-

Fugers” from July to December

"It noted ‘that extra}udmal-
kﬂlmgs ‘incréased sharply” in-
+the penpq, evenas the govern-
ment officially does not tolex- .
te humanTights'violations or’

.- The Inquirer and other news
organizations have reported a
+ higher death’toll-of miore than'
8,000 since - President: Duterte :

‘thats

— kﬂhngs allegedly tindettaken:
by vigilantes, - security forces;
and msurgents as the pnncxpai
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0 e'-st:i! m the clu‘cches of_'_"‘
'_the errorast group. - :
_jﬁ_'days '.'after Kantner was:-;
: last" Sunday, *military
-farces ktHed two bandits whﬂe threa™
otherswere wounded. - “Tuntod2 *
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Hataman said their people will
continue to work together to address
the culfture of fear and impunity in
which the ASG thrives by providing

law enforcement agencias. with-the

Sobejana said ASG leader Radullan
Sahiron and sub-leaders Hatib Hajan
Sawadjaan and Almuher Yadah were
in the group of 120 bandits during
the fight with elite army scout rang-
ers and troops from the Army’s 32nd

.. Infantry Battalion.under.the 1st in- --

fantry Division, :

There were no reports whether Sa-
hiron and his two sub-commanders
were also hit during the confronta-
tion, he added.

Sobejana said troops are conduct-
ing mapping operations at the battle
site possibly to recover the bodies
of the slain Abus even as they try to
pursue bandits who scampered in

different directions after the fight.
Ground troops positions sur-
rounding the enceounter site has mo-
bilized interdiction units to trapped
the fleeing bandits while attack
helicopters conducted air strikes to
trapped the terrorists.

Sobejana said artillery fires were
also directed at the bandits backed
by armored tanks intended to fortify
the ranks of ground troaps directly
engaged in the battle with the
rebels.

At-least 14 battalions of soldiers
are currently deployed in various
parts of Suby, Basilan and Tawi-Tawi
hunting down the forces of evil.

Meanwhile, Muslim lawmakers
have said the fight against ASG must
be intensified even as they con-
demned the beheading of Kantner,

Anak Mindanao party-fist Rep. Sitti
Djalia Turabin-Hataman, the chair-
person of the House committee
on Muslim affairs, said even Isnilon
Hapilon fled Basilan and migrated to
Lanao del Sur because of the height-
ened coordination and support ex-
tended by the locals and their lead-
ers to the military.

necessary information 1o stop the
acts of terror, -
She said the acts of terrerism pet-
petrated by the ASG must stop.
House Deputy Speaker Bai Sandra
Serna, Tawi-Tawi Rep. Ruby Sahall,
Sulu Rep. Munir Arbison, Lanac del

" Sur Reps. Mauyag Papandayan and

Ansaruddin Adieng echoed Turabin-
Hataman’s condemnation of the

7 ASGS crual act.

They stressed that ASG should
cease from claiming they are Mus-
lims because their barbaric acts are
anti-lslam, :

“These acts of terrorisi are not in
accordance with Istamic religion or
way of life to which we, as represen-
tatives of our people here in the Phil-
ippines belong,’ Sema said.

“We are making this statement lest
the rest of the country and the world
would perceive our people to consent
1o, encourage, or support such brutal
barbaric acts done not only to a for-
eigner but to any innocent person,”
Papandayan said.

“We call on all Mustims to pray to
Allah so that the Bangsamoro Home-
land will be protected from the ef-

fects of these evil acts of TRIrorism. .

We are also requesting our non-Mus-
lim brothers and sisters to pray for us
as we lead our people in attaining
peace i our homeland? the Mushim
lawmakers said. With Maricel Cruz
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STh said: encounterresulted in the :
death of at least 10 ASG members i in-
cliding two close relatives of Radullan,
Sahiron and the wounding of several
others,” Sobejana said. Th Joint Task
Force Sulu troopers:are relentlessly .
pursumg the ASG bandits to end their -
reign'of terror and free the hostages.,

“This fight against terrorism will -
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and Suly, the main lairs of the terrorist Abu Sayyat
Group.
- While-commander- of the brigade, Bautista-was
also concurrent commander of the Joint Task Group
Basitan which is under the Joint Task Force "Zamba-
sulta” (Zamboanga, Basilan, Suly, and Tawi-Tawi). The
same task groups also exist in the other mentioned
provinces where handful of terrorist groups operate.

Just tike other senior military officers during the
Aguino administration, Bautista'’s rise in the hierarchy
was stalled by "militics” (military politics) because of
his links to one of the many coup attempts dwring
the administration of the late former President Cora-
zon Aguino, mother of former President Benigno
Aguino ik

But Bautista's career recovered quickly after the
last Aquino administration and was rewarded with
meritorious promotion when Duterte restorad the
military's Board of Generals {BOG) which vets and
recommends promoiions to the general staff,

Bautistaisset tobe replaced in the PSG by Duterte’s
senior military adviser Col. Lope Dagoy (PMA “Hini-
rang” Class ‘87}, who also spent most of his military
career in Mindanao, particularly the Eastern Mind-
anao Command (Eastmincom) based in Davao City.
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;" o Gum—ang, Barangay Dao angan cf
' the same town: -

o jixst left the first camp when the oper-

- intelligénce - believes the -rebels - cel-
- ebrated their anniversary last Decern-

: " been éoliectmg food stuffs.
' He 'said that- combat operatmns

i of Sto Nmo in Cagayan and the army s

“17th IB expressed optimism the insur:

- gency; problem will:soon find -a peace-

tef- “ful solutioninthe: ‘province ‘despite
e . ating troops arrived in the area while -

is-:the second camp is where the military .

Seftires: said thé NPA rebeis had'.

whom the guemlias have ;

' against the NPA rebels in Kalingaare

2 contmumg to ensure the safety and'se- - gion 2, through ;tg co_mmander Senior

*Marallagdr.

‘recent ‘skirmishes between guerrillas

and soldlers

AL present guémﬂas are still hid- -

_3' mg _m the forested areas of Sto. Nifie so

alled on

1ed ..f._ﬁ'::_ them to surrender with the promisé of
. ;: _helping them start a new. and normal':.

among socxety

-7 Pagurayanmade the cail tothe reb-
. éls as he solicited the ‘cooperation of
' the 17th IB through Lieutenant Colonel
] Rembert R: Baylosis and the Reglanai .
_ Public Safety Battalion (RPSB) in Re-
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ and EDITH REGALADO

Saying Filipinos killing fel-
low Filipinos is causing him
much pain, President Duterte
is reopening the doors to peace
with communist rebels barely
amonth after he ordered peace
negotiations suspended.

asking for things. They're
burning a lot of things now
and we’ll never meet each
other halfway if that's the
case,” he said.

Duterte made his intentions
known at the camp where he
paid his respects to two sol-
diers killed in skirmishes with

New People’s Army
guerrillas late last
month in Misamis,
Qriental. The NPA
is the armed wing
of the Cormmunist
Party of the Phil-
ippines-National
Demeocratic Front.
“I"m open to taik
to the rebels, just
not the killers. I'm
ready to talk and
F'm ready to stop
this war. I would

But before negotiations can
resume, the rebel group should
release its police and military
hostages, stop collecting so-
called revolutionary taxes,
and refrain from asking favors,
Dulerte said on Friday.

prefer for us to not have war,
but we need to talk from the
heart,” he said.

“1 get hurt, I gel really hurt
if someone from the other side
dies. Those are Filipinos,”
Duterte said. He maintained
that as president, he yearns for
peace for the whole country.

“Me, I'm in the government
and 1 have a job to do. Please
see Filipinos fighting against
tellow Filipinos. 1 just want
peace,” the President said.

“I'm ready as long as we
communicate well. I'm ready
to resume the ceasefire again,
but this time [ want it to be
sincere. Back then, there was a
ceasefire but my soldiers were
killed. That's so difficult,” he
pointed out,

“For me, no one will win.

“They have to release all
policemen, army, everyone
from the government. They
should release them ail. Sec-
ond, they should stop asking
for revolutionary tax,” he said
at Camp Edilberto Evangelista
in Cagayan de Oro.

“Third, they should stop

If we Filipinos fight against
fellow Filipinos, nobody wins.
The nation, the Philippines
loses,” he added.

“But I'm ready for different
kinds of talks. I'm ready to re-
sume the ceasefire again aslong
asitis working towards peace. I
do not want war. t's a waste of
money. Instead of bullets 1 can
buy machines and give it to help
others,” he added.” :

The President said he felt
frustrated by the rebels’ seem-
ing disregard for the peace
process with their incessant
attacks on government forces.

“Ceasefire here and there,
and my soldiers are getting
killed — one shot 73 times, 73
wounds. That's what reaily
made me feel bad,” he said.
“How can you do that to a
Filipino?”
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Top PH execs tour US carrier in disputed sea
Defense Secretary Delfin  Lorenzana, Finance - Secrvetary Carlog

-Dominguezandjustice Secretary Vitaliano Agubrre [l-on-Saturday-visited
US aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson patrolling the disputed South | &g
China Sea on the invitation of the US Navy, embassy officials said. Az
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